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The Second Imperialist Yorlc ‘ar took place in a p-riod of
general canitelist declire. It was the war vhicw changed the face
of thinrs and cbscured the Tact tie:t the bourgeoisie snd the govern-
ment hod been able to do nothinz substantial to halt the downward
trend o the capitalist ecenowy, The decade-old depression with
its r~ad lines, milliens o unemnloyed and idle factories was
routed oxnly by the nreeds of war production, The nroblens of capi-
talist production ard profits were solved for the time being. “very
man zné women was called either to the rnilitary service, to the rac-
tory, ths covernment or to a rlace in one of the numerous voluntary
organizations formed to "aid in the war effort," This particular
depression or "recession" was over; over by the grace of the Ger-
man fascist bourgecisie in pursuit of its Imperialist interests
énd the need for the -American bourgerisie to be no less alert in
the defense -of its imperialist interests, S

, *Ig is important to remomber always that only by the resort to
the war a-ainst German fascist capitalisnm was it possihle for the
ruling class in the United States 4o resure production, to solve the
overwielning problem of unaniployuisnt, to elininate hunger, evictions
‘and nakedness. It was only for war purrcs es that the factories .
resumed full time production of fooc, clothing and supplies of.all
kinds, #Hven after the resumption, priority in all lines jvas given
te the military establishment . Civilien supplies were rationsd
vhile the military services were so well provided for that even nov
three ycars after the close of the var, piles of tlese supplies of
all types remain, This phenomenon of the econemy in:tre U.S, being
given over as never before to the production of var supplies and

the disappeararce of many consurer items frowu the production lines
for a period of ycars was & nev eiinerience for the U,S. wnich had
not heretofere bren a part of Buropean militarism or in step with
the constant military preparedness programs of the European nations,

.

Irmediately following the close of hostilities the country be-
~gan a period of "reconversion' and what has boen called a “boom"
began. These post-war yoars, however, have not bien & beom perioed,
at least in the past reaning of ¢lat Serm. The Fast viar reriod of
high preoduction vas occasioned only by the necd fop building up de-
rleted imwentory. The consumor yariet rerappearecd with nething
availabls to iy Yot onlr had consumr inventory of durahle ard
non-durasle goods been crhausted bui it was nreessary r'er the viela
of the ecrnomy Yo be restocked bofore consumer lines could he put
into mamufacture and disSribused, The post var “"boom" therefore
wvas unlcuc and Foes not mecessarly 7Lve any indication of the
general stote of the ecenomy. The "rormal" . phenomsnen in the dae
velopiient of carisalisty was the Graoat Depression, This vas follerod
by vhat can new at lecst he called a "rer=2l" situstien on a vorld
scales: the =eccend Lupericlict Yerld var., Lt s tlhe conversinn o
the econciyy into one huge ~rsenal, the drastic loverins of c?;;uwnr
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preduction and the haveoe of the war vhich created the basis of the
po stever "ooom,"

, This is on? of the chief characteristics of the nostewar per- -
iod: the replacemeng of the pre~var poace tiwe depression by the
poace time post-rwar " heoom,' which was occasinned by the depletion
cf consurcr inventory because far a periocd of four v ors the vhole
econouy 'as devoted to wer productien. If this "boom" had not taken

"place we vould have seen the mest concrete evidence of the meaning
of whe concept of capitalist dedine, A capitalisu vwhich did not
experiencze a period of "boom" folleowinr such & concentration on wap
production as during the past var, viould be a capitalism vhich had

‘decided to pass quietly out of existence, It is clear now, if not
before, that the bourgeoisie in the U, S, has no such intentions,

3 Following the war American capitalism was in a more favorable
i  position for mass production than sver before., The tremendous pro-
fits of the war yeers, resulting in the piling up of reserves and
other liquid resources in the variegated forms used by capitalilst
enterprise, the technological advances rade during the war, the
development of the productive forces ~ all these added to the eco-
nomlc needs of the country and of the world combined to create a
sl tuation which weuid push capitalist production and profits even
‘higher than during the fabulous war yeers,

\ .
lionopoly capitalisr was strengthened in the course of the war,
This was due not only to design on the part of the big finance -
-and industriel capitalists but alsc te the very nature of total
‘war, Effective prosocution of modern global warfare favers the
‘use of the largest plants and the busiress units with the greatest
resources in capital, skill and labor force, Smaller enterprises
were ejther squeezed out or permiitted a bare existence, The larger
units which were favored vith the ig orders grew fatter than ever
efars and piled up huge sums in profits. ot only wes this true
. of the producing enterprises but of the banks and the insurance com-
panies,

Although monopoly capitalism expanded during the war, the ine
tervention of the government in the interests of. war production,
helped maintain a certain degree of competition. The demands of the
situation were too grecat to permit complete nionopelization by the
~big corporations or to permit complcte dominance by & single corpora-
tion, This was particularly noticeable in the case of aluminum where
-the almost complete pre-var rencpeoly of the llellon interests wvas
broken by the government. which firanced a rival corporation in the

£ Jproduction of aluminum because sud: & step i'as necessary for the

%“ successful prosecution of the ar, '

£

=4

The war ended with tremendeously expanded productive capacity,
gigantic firancial resources, the larrmest and most skilled labor
force in the countryls Listory, the hirhest rate of productivity,
the lergest accurmluted savings cnd a potentially urnlimited dorestic
market¢ This market existed not only becausc of the severe reduce
tion of ceonsumer production during the var but also becausc of the
reac for raising the standard of ivine of the nasses of the preonle,

“Desnibte all this, wany of the rules oi canitalist society were dise~
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“capitalist rulinsg class ever the most

tyessed over thw incresse in plint ard gmiinment. Those hoursecis
=nd their enclosists avon~ the econoni-*s werr ZToo»inl that theore
=2s teo imuch preductive capacity end Shet there misht De no maries
te nustain the incrsased capzcity, Thrse'erpersis” were rroven come
rIotely wron: end were forced to raseors to oithor mans of accorp-
lizking their aims. Yot only vwas procductive cepacity not too mmch
but in meny lines ios been demonctrated to bo inadeguate. liot only

s thils {rue but it is questionthle that the avcilatble labor for

s zdecuznte £o increcse production substential 1y without an ap-

reciable increzse in mochanization and & higher teeinological level,

nis rajises grave and laportaent social and relitical ourstlono re-
vrl ard procuztivitye

'Inr_arouna vages, hourse of o ri

‘This is an era in vhich the bourgnoisie is forced, far beJond
~ its desires,. to tolerate, and often to demand or requbst the inter-
.vention of .the government or finenciel aid from the government,
This custom deve10ped most clecarly fer the first time in the U,S,

~with the coming of the Great Dapreasicn. Here -it ‘ras demonstrated

for a11 to see that the sickness of capitalisw and of capitalist

: society was- of such a malignant nature that even in the opinion of

it's most ardent defenders, it could not heal itself, The wvar in-
tensified and heightened the role of government in the management
of the affajrs.of the ruling vlass and of society as a whole in
all ics aspe tse.

.. . . 57

e There was great uncertainty emonz the bourgeoisie ‘st the close

f qf ﬁhe war, - This uncertainty had been slowly aeveloplnp since the

close ‘of the First.Imperialist var, Thc very rfact *hat the isola-
“tion of the U,S. had endec ard that this country was launched on a
ﬁareer of participation in world affoirs was itself upsetting to a
bourge01sievﬂ110hlhuxhot brthered itsell even to lmno’ tre geogra-
phy of the vorld, . The first successful n“olnuaplan revolution also
added to the d;scomflture.. Then came the tilwreat of Hitler and the
Second Imperialist Yar.  The werld market was disrupted and the
U. S. was called upon-to establish a world-wide relief station,’

At howe the bourge01sie knew that 1t was confronted with tvwo
problems: "government planning" and orga 1iaed labor. Government
hed been steadily moving in en the "preror-atives of bqunOSol since
the beginning of the ﬂew Deal and an untamed labor movewment had: ziven
its no-strike vlndge only for tie duration of the war. The bour-
geoisie was faced with the difficult preblem of holding labor in
check and yet not JL elding 1ts revered rizigs and privileges to a
.government which it felt also to bs encroaching on its hallowsd Tre -
£erves. : : o

Uhile the sfruvﬂlc vnicn was takine place was interpreted by
lahor and-the libn?uls as a struzcle between 'woactlonﬁrv forces
ard the “foﬂnes of pregress" as pepreszonted Ly Ronsevelt and his
Now Deal, it wvas in fact only o eentli-g 'ithin the ranrks of the
efficient and efiective meaus
ccial order, One side

of shoring up the tottering canisalist
e _niier side agre.d with

unted to be “tntunx' itk laber while &
,hllosophv that "ene can cabteh more rlics vith molusces than

v

Uikt vinegar, .mkn,lawor buraouoracy ant othrrs vho have failed o
, - 2313
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grasp this have added to thﬁ difficulties of the wor}ring class by
rnaking it appcer thaet since "the rcactionaries' plan to "enslave'
labor it is the duty of the trade unions to support the "friends of
labor” as represented at first by Reosevelt and later by Truman,

The bourgeoisie decided to strengthen its position at the close
of the ar, The future of the country, of its class dominance and
of capitalist itself was not certain, The leadership of the ruling
class determired first of all to check any plans of the working
class for 'a finger in the pie." This was to be the first step by _
the ruling class in reasserting its dominarmce after the war., 1t o
proceeded -vwiith complete arrogance to gear the economy to high produce 1
tion, high profits and dividends; but at the same time to fix the
highest poscsible prices and the lowest possible wages, Added to (4
this vvas the demand of the bourgeoisle that all government controls
be eliminated and that labor increase lts productivity if it wanted
~more wages. The claim was made that all the 1lls of the economy
were due to two causes: government. controls and high wages coupled
with low productivity by labor. The slogan of all business and its
‘ spologists was that business should run its own affairs, that the
| “laws of the market should be allowed to prevail, that traditione-
~al "supply and demand" procedure would take care of prices and that
“higher wages could only come from increased production,

This post-war program of the bour geoisie conflicted not only

with the interests of tne working class but also, according to the
. bourgeois liberals, with the genulne interests of bourgeois society
~4tself, The bourgeois "radicals™ were joined by the labor bureau-
~eracy in a protést movement for government intervention in the man-
“ner of the Roosevelt New Deal intervention of the early '30's, This
. was no new role for the government, These seemingly sporadic ine
* terventions were and are really a part of the general latter~day
~anatoury of capitalist society. This changed structure of the bour-
‘geois vorld has its foundatiohs in the decadence of bourgeois society
‘The only body which can conceivably adjudicate the differences among
the conflicting groups, af‘cordln; to the "liberal" bourgeoisie and 2.
petty bourgeoisn.e is a "New D6al" or "Fair Deal" government, The ("_=
state rmust be a “"welfare state," dealing eqitably with all classes y
© 1in society. Yhereas in the bourgeois world justice has been repre-

sented as blind end therefore impartial, the new welfare state is
all-seeing; it is a paternal stute, seeing and taking care of the
interests of all conflicting groups

A part of the bourgeoisie, viz, a section of the consumer goods
‘manufacturers consents to some sort of block with the liberals and
the labor bureau cracy in support of the role of the government. It
is only the most irreconcilable ard reactionary of thre bourgeoisie
who reaect completely the notion that the g*overnment should take the
initintive in regulating tke affairs of business or in establishing
any gcéneral plans for the operation of bourgeo:.s:.e society as a
whole,

The bourpecisie, however, cannot escape from government inter-
vention and regulation of its affairs. Hue to the inability of the
bouarreoisie to unravel the tancled sitein ol capitalist contradiction
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and to rescue itself from the Mal dencers of vorlcings class attachk
at remr=2 and as-a1ls fron the ouvtzide 3 o fereimn “c*aéﬂnlq e, 1t
iz forced Lo clo erd ricre and ticre on the capitalist staie for saccor,

This talzes the form of tolerating a degrec of social and econoviice
planninz by the governuent: fro"“m‘*“r‘t finercing cf productiorn,
crntrol of e zoorts and imports, allocztion of matemal' and re-
cources, influercing the distribution of wealth mrm:':h taxation and
public spending, preservation of natural resources throu-h gevern-
ment ovhership and the retardation in monopoly com-,rol throush the
alloc’x ion of government expenditure to enterprises not a pa"t of
the moaopolv.

. hn outstanding feature of the reliance of the bourgecisie
. on the state is the role of the rovernment as cus torer, The cone
tinued erred state of the world, the prpparedne ss program of
_the U,.,5, creotes a vast internal riarket. his is augiented by rur-
chases connected with the rehabilitation of the world for wh:.cn
the U, S. has or is in process ol covunittlng itself,

.

The real rulers of capitalist. society do not take kindly to
this new ‘form of state intervention - intervention which expresses
,i,tself in an effort to "plan" society for the “welfare of all,"

hey look upon the state, the government as the servant of the
rul:trrr .class, to coms when called to perfom a specific task and to
retrﬂat vhen the task has been parformed. Thev are asainst a
"planned society,” and all "socialistic" measures, Lhe vould have
the politics of the National Association of Nanufac'furers prevail
Y] t he ‘politics of the government., These are forthri ght reaction-
. ary bourgeois., There are hovever the “constitutional’ bourgeois,
‘the dcfenders of the way of the Fathers, This is the type repre-
sented by Taft. For them the mvernment should play an increased
role in the affairs of business but net to the extent of beconing
"socialistic." Also, the procedure must always accord with their
-eonception O.L what the "powers of the central governrent® and what
the povers '“reserved to the states” are.

The whole of  the bourgeoisie, however, is impaled on the horns
of a dilemma, It rust submit to the intervention of the state and
to financial aid from the state. They demand, however, the right to
.call the tune while the stete pays the bill. A conflict ensues,
.The conflict is a sort of three-cornered affeair between the dowminant
bourgeoisie, the government burcaucracy and the lahor-liberal bloc,
thl" it s primary role remains thzt of the defender and protecter of
. the interests of the bourgecisie, it develops its own nntions as to
-how this can and should be done. ‘hat is wmore significant for to-
~day iz that the government burecaucracy develops its oun bureaucratic
interests, secks te perpetuate itsclf, to meke itself secure 'and %o
‘assum? the role of arbiter for ihe ‘hole social order.,

N This state bureaucvacy of the type we are discussing has its
source in the. incrcased damands made on government, in the inability
- of -oourgeois society to operate safely on a lessiz-faire foundation
'and in the ever-increesing size of the bursaucracy necessitated Iy
the ravid proliferation of rnvomﬂ.enf al functidns. The veory ernni-
sicn of the edministrative role of the state with the rmltitudincus
boaris, cox.;mlssn.ons and adninistrators promot«.«as the Cormation oi' a

215




vaBre

buresucracy and 1ncr°a°eo enormously the number of "decrees" isrueg
by the gov-rnrent,

The existence of ’cbiu state bureauc“acy vith its preat size,
expanied pover and larger authority over life and property, rarsic:
larly in the period of the emergence of fascism and tofulqur1;‘1>
presents a difficult and troublesome »roblem., It is ncot c¢iifieul:
te sec the @rms of toualloarlanis? in the organization of the covi-
talist state in the U, S. today. t does not require enormoys rer-
spicacity to detect analogous phenomena here to the happenincs
vhich *"aQSpired before the advent of fascism in Italy and Ger~any,
Also, if fascism is prcperly understood as the last frantic effort
of the bourgeoisie, at a given time, to consolidate its clzss uesi-
tion and prevent its defeat by the rroletariat, it can be Trecly ada-
mitted and emphasized that the bourgeoisis in the U.S. is procparzd
. and will resort to fascism if and whenever the time is adjudgeu cor=
- rect, But there is not such thing as the automatic or inevitahle
coming of fascism, just as there is no such thing as the inevitable
downfall of capitalism or coming of socialism, All social phenomena

- are the result of causative factors which may vary or be varied from
time to time and vwhich depend for existence or development on numer-
ous corponents in any total situation,

?
g

In the U,S. today it is not only the working class and its all-
ies which holds back reactionany trends of a prefascist sort, The
bourgeoisie, except for a small nurber of wealthy but discarded ncni-
bers, is against renimentatxon’ in a very strong way. This bourg-
~eoisie is a bulwark against any usurpat;ons on the part of the state
bureaucracy. Also when discussing totalitarianism or a police state
in the U.,S, it has to be empha81zed that politically end socially
thers is no such thing as "the United Stetes."” There are several
~United States. Fhrthermore the very size of the country presents a
problem which no fascist group has yet had to face, It is net in
point to counter with the contenticn that Russia is larger than the
U.8. physically and in population and yet she is a totalitarion
country. In Russia a bureaucracy imposed itself on a country in
which the economy had already been collectivised and pretended that
it was carrying on the program of the October Revolution,.

;- Any discussion of the mture of present political tendencies in
the U,S, must of course be kept in relation to the guestion of the
"death agony of capitalism", of the imperialist aspirations and pro-

¢ grams of the U,S, and the preparaticns for the Third Imperialis™ war.

¢ PFirst of all it is imperative that the Marxists stand ready alirays’

£ to revise any estimates or predictions they have made. This is »art-

Aicularly important in connectien with the content which is given the

“phrase "the death agony of capitalism.," Trotsky wrote the thesis

embodying this idea more then a decade ago, It is true howeover thoat

history has not proceeded accordlng to his predictions, Capitalist
decllne is marked hy a rising and falling tempo., The bourgsoisie is
able to devise ways and means of ppolonglng its eristence., lcaling
medicaments can he anplied vhich restore the patient to rencwed
healtl:, In the absence of revrlubirnary upsurge by the verking class
capwtullsm will alv*ys find a way out of its dilemmas and difficult-
ies,

The U.S, is the bigzest and thc most rowerful of the natioas, It

2.31(9
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is the master imperialist, On the ve n side of the world aivide
~

3 ster
all roads load te Caghiinctorn,  fAverica is Danler, noney-londeor, ToUMe
proker, usrchant, ond granayy for vln whole werld, &ny inmericloct

o i

i nation tiich acnieves or hos tiirust upon it such & role =ust alce w0
E  or aim to Dbe pclicemnn oved the whole world., e appreach the Aay vhen
4 it cen me said: "the sun never sets on the Aucvicen Tlar,”

The bourgeoisie in the U,S. desire this class hegsmeny if 1t can
be prcfitably exercised. They want to profit from international ccone
~omic operztions hut at the same tinme they desire that th~ nations of
_the world be.%self-supnortinz.” That 1is, each nation should suprort
jtsel? ond a2t the saie time be dependent on the U,5. They proclain
the aim cf the ERP to be that of wmating Zurcpe "self-sun=orting by
1952.% However, it is demanded that Europe rebuild its econouy, join
‘the U.S, in a "defense pact," contribute to the stability of Amcrican
‘businesz and be on its feet by 1952, '

- Formally it is agreed that Eurcpe should be pclitically independ-
ent but in a reasonable sort. of vajy. Reasonableness means that Europe
should prepare to follow the U,S, into war against Russia, hold its
. working class in check and at least moderate all "socialistic" tend-
encies in government. There are no official declarations to this ef-
' fect but leading citizens express themselves in this manner, And, of
course, there is always the possibility that this way of thinking
might cror out in high places in Europe.

The organizational center around which U.S. imperialism revolves
now is the "Atlantic Defense Pact"”, This is the western counterpart
to the Russian "defense" organization behind the "ircn curtain®. Thus
each side is preparing to “defend” itself against "the aggressor,”
Each side is all ready to proclaim itself the champion of dewocracy
and the other a pit of blackest reaction,

= While the U.S. and Russian blocs are the chief and important al-
ignments, neither is a sclid group in a veoluntary vay. Smaller
.countries and lesser nations in both camps are under pressure and are
forced hy econonic conditions to enswer the call of the master naticn,
Phis is true of Norway no less than it was true of Rumenis, Iorway
chose the U.S. apparently for the reason that although she knows sne
“will be a battleground, and will probably be invaded by Russia, in

" the long run the U.S. will prevail and be the winning ccuntry,

WTRC LIS T TACTIL ARG e e

Ve tcke this pesition without at the same time taking the posi-
tion that there is no difference between Russian tetalitarianism and
American bourgeois-democracy; or in general between totalitarianism
and ‘bourgeois~-democracy. Ye say this in order to silence all dema-
gogues whoch charge Marxists with desiring defeat of their ovwn coun-
tries, or vho proclaim that werlkers should support the wor hecause
there ere more workels in the country than corporatiecn presidents,
Ve ~1so state tiis rosition egainst the labor burefucrats vho will
be ronghinc Lobor into the trenches in defense of "our free labor move-
ment,” There is o difference and wo urge verkers always to selic on
this difference, to cxzploit this Gifference to the end that all im-
~periaslism and all capitalism in every country may be destroyed, This
tust bBe done before war comes and while bourgeolis-denocracy reinains,.

n

- Capitalist tendencics in the U.,S. and in the world, for vhat
B 2377
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matter, "are revealed in. censtand aad ubiquiteus wvar preparaticns,
This means thut the ecnomy is more and wore given over ta the prod-
uction of wer meterials end supplics. Not only iz this true of the
economy but of all sccters of bourgeois scciety. Inatead of the
emell Pstending ary" cof some yearc back there is now 2 pedcetine
graft anéd an amy of over ona millien, The navy end the air Jorrce
have been expanced correspendingly, Hupe government stocks of war
materials are mein®tzined, Giant laborateries mnd factorins Tor The
oroduction of atoriic weapens and centrolled missiles are crocted, bY
the Government., The government tnlres over the control of i1ndustries
woerking on var rateriels in connection with hiring prlicy. These in-
dustries are part of-a ~iant blus print for imrediete chancoover to
war production, The governnent invades the ficld.of educat.on and
takes control of university laberateries and university teachers. The
government establishes certaln rethemstical ferimaloe and theorens as
oovemment secrets” and determines the time vhen these formulae and
theorems can be made public. Certain inventions become the property
©f the government and their existence is lept secrct until the gever-
pment is ready to relcase the infommation, :

~ The whole of bourgeris society therefore is being conditioned
for war end the making of war,. A1) of human life is being moulded in-
to a bouwrgeois war machine. Every human beinz becomes a conbatant
‘and every foot of earth beéomes 'a part of "the front." |

This is capitalism in decline, A systen in which the frontiers
already gained in the centuries~old strugele against starvation and
for humen welfare andmaterial security are pushed beck by the advenc-
ing and ravenous Behemcth of imperialist war. _

. This is the natural ond of a society which can no longer create
but only destroy, A society which corrals cvery bit and sh:red of
crecative ability to use in the devising of engines of destruction, A
socicty which concerns itself with the health of the peeple in order
that they may be strong encugh to everpover and destroy otlier human
beings, A society which concerns jtself with illiteracy when illiter-
acy is a deterrent to profit proiuction or the oporation of iwmperiele-
ist instruments of destruction, '

This unquestioned tendency of bourgeois socicty te plunze head-
long to self-destruction is mederoted by the fact that the beurgeois-
ie is not "one reactionary mss." There are forces within the bourg-
v 19ie which for one reason eor another opvose the presrescive assauld .
on bourgeois dewoccracy by the morc reactionary capitalict protason-
ists, that is the prote-totalitarians, in the povernment and outside,

- Tho "new" bourgeois-demccrats are a veriepated lot, with verying reas-
ors for their fervent espousal cof g~ ccricy « The fact that there
are big bourgeois whe Gy <y cscd Lo anti-deweccratic frends Icr roas-
ons splely of bowrgenis safety as they sce 1t is of no particular con-
scquenco, The fact that & big conservative boursecic of the type of
Tuft firhts for an crderly constitutionel "doecratic” precedare in
créor to vprotect capitalism mnd thie class interests eof She bourpeois-
in is a gemonstratien tiet we arc far away from the inolice state.”

It is importgst to deal with what is, ard to he able always to
Keen things in coprprect proporticn in my analvsis, hs early as 106J
the Conmmnist Party suncunced in 2 conventipon resclntien that “the AFL
- . | 2318



; o %uis fs o ovory cacy form of polemic often

: : vonilchicrs Sute poallit neb hean vindicated;
treh Lo, 2L it whng g nridicved dla nob cone to pcss,
wne proediction con b ociintios ierzetten cr one can brazen it ous
Ly wting fiew peadichiens mops sonsationsl than those Lovmerly
mao cnd Vhish neve eon demenstroted te be incorrect,

.

Tre U. 5. is no:t threatersd by interral totalitaricnism or
the couing of the pclice s3sate, Tre. zovernisent bureaueracy is not
In mrocess of sprouting tetalisanicn wings, o amount of fancy
tiporizing or deen speculation will nelp one produce more than a
pers o totallsariacicn, It iz well-lnevm, Lovever, that the germ
is tiere. This iz ne secret Mnem énly to a few. Lven Philip
tharrey has some priuitive unders“anding of this question. That 1s

what 12 imans vhen ke oslls the Yait-idartley Law a “slave labor
.act.” L microscopic fertilized ezg cell may some day become a 300
pound man. It certainly is the teginnings of a man. But it is a
long, long way from being & men. It :ay never reach rianhood.
Therc arc dozens and dozens of factors which are necessary to pro-
duce a man, even from a fertilized egg. There are dozens of face-

: tors vwhich may retdrd the growth of the esz and dozens vwhich may

4 destroy its growth cbmpletely. These are the most irportant con-

siderations today when dealing with the serious problems connected

with capitalist decline, '

) Above all, Marxists vill be careful to reject all mechanistic
and purely deductive anzlyses of He stage of capitalist decline,
Marxists will base their rrenisces on vhat they seo at a given time
and not on what they predicted they would see or on vhat they be-
lieve thuy ought to see, or on vhat they wrote would come to pass,

VYe hold that with in the general framework of capitalist de-
cline, which is a lon~-term nhen =non, there are periods of bloom
similar to tne Dlccrc.inz OF Lhe Tlowsrs On fruit trees prematurely
or out of tims due te unfereseen ang unpredicted warmth, Or better
still, capitalisw is lik a tree aprroachirr the gad of its fruite
bearing days: the yield drops and sk quality deteriorates., Ey
mot-ods known to horticulturists, th viell may be increased fcr
a period, It is knowm, hovever, that the tree is in decline and

that cecay has set in,

- Gapitalist society in the U, S, is passing through just such a
perieod wow, It is a period of hiszh production, caritalist prosrer-
ity and a cemparatively hish standard of living for the masses,
-hls on the maserial side. rolitically and socially this period

is mnized by a resurgense ol bourgeois-democracy; a renewed strug-

¥  ple for tho sustenance and mainto sance of aourgaois-dericcracy,
.. Marxists who do et urdorstond this ape false vrorhets and denger-

ous guides, thor will have Lo arrreciable intluence anong the
massess Thoy will bte 1lilke ths docters of +he church who refused
Lo leoor into Gnlilents trlsseopa, fearing vhat they saw might be
a pemmiehion off Sristotle, '

¢ .
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dictions over and making a wasteland of numerous speculations -
botn reactionary and pseudo-llarxist speculations, UVespite the in-
crease in anti-Semitism in the ccuntry there is a planned and de-
termined struggle -against this monstrous national blot, ‘le can
mention also the new but modest cdemocratization mecasures in the

arny.

. The best and most concrete expression of vhat we are talking
about. is the Truman political economic program. Here is a program
Fut forvard by the titular head of the bourgeois party in contrel
of the governuent., Its aim is to rehabilitate bourgeois-democracy
and make it recpectable again. This program is the program of one
part of the capitalist ruling class. They have their ovm reasons,
passing all the way from individual bourgeois with progressive
ideas to the plain reactionaries. They all however know that 4
capltalism is sick, that it 1s embattled, that the capitalist. rul-

ing class must seek to improve 1ts relations with the people or the
‘people will take matters into their own hands., They know that

democracy at home or something which resembles democracy at least

- 1s a powerful force against Russian propaganda, Some of them at

. least know that bread lines and closed factories do not pay divi=-

.- . dends. ‘hey also know that one section of the country, the

" North, cannot .for long remain prosperous while another section,

the South, wallows in poverty and ignorance, ‘

. The Truman program for a '"Faip Deal" state is one more pro-

E  position dedicated to the plaming of capitalism for permanent pros-
-~ perity. It has its roots in the Roosevelt New Deal but it is an
advance over the New Deal. The Truman program mekes a more direct

-appeal to the masses as a concrete thing to be espoused by them

and theoretically at least demands the participation of the masses

in its application. It is the Truman program which will appeal

to the masses ard not Harry Truman, the little man from a small

town in Missouri.

'This in part was exactly what was revealed by the November
elections and the Truman victory. Here was a program which the
masses bellieved would berefit them more than it would benefit
the capitalist ruling class, The little man from Missouri went i#
straight "to the people." The masses: Cfarmers, workers, Negroes,
small businessmen, small professional people, looked at Harry
Trumezn as one of themselves, as one who himself would be benefitted
by a "Fair Deal,"

- This was one aspect of the Truman victory. Not the wmost im-
- portant factar but one of tremendous significance for Marxists
who are really serious about the problem of how tc get to the
masses in the U,S. ' ‘

P T SR B TP T MM A O TR I i

A factor of far deeper significance in accounting for the
victory of Truman and the Democratic Parpy is the rlesvly demone
strated determination of the masses to turn back tho tide of
reaction which they sensed creeping upon them an? re¢sterc vwhat to
them are the gaarantees of frecedom and liberty. The magses had
slept or .been beguiled at the Fall elections of 1946. ‘hey had
heard of totalitarianism and vhat they saw between 1946 and 1948

2320




-11-

reminded them of what they had heard,

To call the “ovembar 1948 action of the masses a:'left turn”
is too stilted and suparficial, It was net a left turn but sorm -
thing far more m2aningiil at this stage of the political develen-
ment of the massés, It was a demonstration, in a primitive sort
of way, that tre masses, in a very fundamental way, are thinking
politically, thinizing in terms of having a governrient of, for and-
.by the masses cf the gpecple, The real significance was not the
question of "turn" at all but of the fact mentiored above thaet
the mass8zs began to unierstard the real meaning of fascism and in-
equality, The vote for Truman was g demonstration that the
masses do not and cannost-base thamselves on theoretical considera-
tions but on an intui%ive grasp of what is good for them,

The vote for Truman revealed this in a significant way, Vhile
sore Marxists, liberals and the Republicans were freely predicting
that the Democratic farty was falling to pieces, the voters took
things into their own hands and put 1t together again., They were
not seduced by the charge that thn Democratic Party was the party
of "the Southern bourbens." The reason for this was their attitude
- toward the program put forward by Truman and the party liberals,
They did not allow themselves to be trapped into support of the
Stalinist fraud headed by Henry vallace, no matter how often this
aggregatlon paraded forth in the fabiliments of native American
radicalisnm, . : ~
It is necessary to emphasize over and over thet the simple

faith of the masses in the vill and the power of the Democratic
Party to carry through an efficient and lasting security program

~for all the people is jllusory. It 1s not exactly accurate to-say
that the Trumen victory has "spread democratic illusions among the
masses,” It is not so much that the masses who supported Truman
have 1llusions about boirgeoisedemocracy, but rather that they
have mistaken ideas that the "Fair Deal for all" can be a correc=-
tive for the ills of capitalist society. <urthermore, for the
massecs to make the attempt to make bourgeols-democracy work, wvhen
it is under attack, evan if they do suffer’'a few illusions, 1s a
salutary experience for the masses as well as a progressive ven-
ture in the field of politics, ' :

The real and most distressing problem to be faced is not the
"defiocratic illusions " of the masses but the fact that there is
no revolutionary leadership which ¢an mobilize the democratic -
sentiments of the masses. 4bout the only contribution tre lMars-
ists seem able b make teday is to announce that the victory of
Truman has "increased fhe democratic illusions of the masses," This
1s not a very virile cntributien 5o the political education of
the illusioned necple, :

It is false to say that the victory of “ruman has retarded
the possibilities of qetting a lobor party started., Implicit in
this proposition is the further precposition that if Dewey had been
elected, labop purty g.ntiment would nave been .enhancedy that is,

vih i bl * - e - . . . - . .
if the massaSymip velga ddn a Republican Congrerss in 1016 which

~

suabcoquently passed 3%y Tofs-llartlev Law, had in 1048 increcaseéd
T

X

the power of thet perty DY ¢0T®inc o-er the whole soverument to it,
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then we could have said, "Now the macses have learred son~thing,
s

Treir r»2™isal to vess ifor Yrumsn orows ther do not nhave 'demecratic
-illusions.!" :

re support of Truman, in-

3 3 sser by the masses, at their
rresent rolitica e can drav trefonclusion that the
slogan for a laver party is a more realistic one than bofore the
elections. It is fallacious to conterd that the direct call by
Marxi stz for the fomation of a lshor rarty 1s not realistic, and
at the same _time have the rposition that the rasses moved left last
‘November, It is complote folly to retreat from direct rreparanda
for the labor party because of any posteelaction regative attitude

by the labor bureaucrats, even the most rrosressive, such as

. Reutker, The reason for this ought to be rlain: thke labor bureau-

F cracy nas repsatedly made it clear that they are not for a labop

f. party or a third party "at this time," The rposition ¢ Reuther,

b Murray, lihitney, Lewis and Co. is the same today as it was before
- November 1948, What is important-is that the masses ape ready to

be led into independent political actlion. The tragedy lles in the
fact that there is no such leader. This is not the fault of the

-yorking class or the mass of the people, ‘

The solution to the difficult problems faced by the masses
‘lies with the warking class and its orgenizations: economic and
political. The proletariat in the U,3. has reached the most ad-
anced position politically, cultursally and economically ever at-
#Aained before. It is organized by the millions and there are
millions more walting and anxious to be organized. Finishing the
task of economic a ganization is going ahead just & little bit
faster than political orpganization, This is in pdrt due to the
fact that the CIO leadersnip has discovered that economic organi-
zat lon today, to be effective, must be acconmpanied by political
rganization. The labor bureaucracy is faced with the dilerma of
trying to win a political struggle wih a workers! economic organi-
‘gation. The situation demands a class party of the toilers to lead
-8 struggle for a workers government and the labor bureaucracy
fritters away the strengthh of lanhor on a PAC formed solely for

ke purpose of Franklin Roosevelt in the Vhite Eouse. WNow this
‘same labor burraucracy, sensing the smoulderinz and inchoate demand
©of the masses for their ovm party, decide to mpe the bourgeols
politiciars by resorting to state, county ard vard organization
“ard by keeping in rolitics "the yerar 'vound." That is the labor
burcaucrats’ plan teo organize political rachires in the manner of
the capitelist proliticisns, ' ‘

ST I T DRV P TN A O GRS TR Y SOORTRA e

: Trhere could Pe no objection te this procedure if the organiza-
tional form or the structwre wvere subordirated to rrogram, Tiis is
. not tice case, however, In both the AFL ani CIO the policy is basic-
ally the old Gompers policy of "raward your friends and punish .

our enemies," Ti~ tendency amons tre "advanced" workers at least
i3 %o zet avay from this conception bhub the bureaucracy is sworn

to dexm this tide. To the desree oias they have a rrogram it calls
Only Itr sirerior orsanizational o ‘Tleiency, not for preogsgrammatic
Lirreventlation irom the bhourgecisz rasticrs,  The PAC went into
severy ward and, preciuet for e 1078 2lovticns in oweler to assure
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the election of Traman. The PAClers took the position that trey
could. do the job better than the reguler Democratic organization,

Inherent in tnis situwation ‘is-an :mportunt lesson for labor,
Labor Las already drmnn trated that it can be more efficient in
getting out tr vote *than the leade"s of the two bourgeois parties,
Why is this uhy i.) it so necessary today trat two old capitalist
parties call on the labor burcaucracy. to "gret out the vote?" The
reasen is that the polit:.cal urderstancirg of the masses has been
heightened, "the reorle" are not so gullible as in former years;
they have 1iveu throudn two verld wars, the worst derreéssion in
nistory, the rise of fascism ard the most recent capitalist ine-
flatliorary orgy of the post-war yp ars. The rasses In the U,S,
have tasted the fruits of struggls; they show today the results
of their struggles against oppression. Despite the assault of the
bourgeoisie, the masses through their strugg.ue have wrested from
this bourgeoisis in the U.S. the hishest standard of living ever
attained by the toilers at any time in the world!s history. The
working class and its allies leok upon this as a victory which
they stand ready to enlarge and expand,

The labor bureaucracy takes as its major assignment the hold-

‘ing of the trade union movement safely within the boundaries of

class collahoration, They bind labor to capitalism ard the wage

system, The more reactionary of the labor bureaucr'acy still talk
of "a fair dayl's work for a fair day's pay. They are for “our
system of free erterrrise,” the same system which inflicted the

Taft -Hartley Law on labor, ' )

- " A1l of the Labor bureaucrats support the "foreign policy of
the imperialist government at Yashington, They collaborate with
the government iIn the administration of the ERP? in the ,same manner
that they wollaberate here at home to keep labor tied to the
bourgepis political parties, They appoint lebor's rerresentatives
to serva on the State Department!s "American ilission for the Mar-
shall Plian." They do not send an independent mission of labor to

" Europe to collatorate with Ewopean labor and protect the European
workers from any designs of U, S. imperi'ali'am.' They go to Eurore
urder the State Department to smooth the way for the men of real
rover, ’che bourg001s dirlomats, :

These labor leaders flirted with and tolerated the Stalinists,
bureaucrats as well as the ranks, in wartime when the bourgeoisie
and the Russian bureaucrats were on their honeymoon. VYhen the
brealr came ari the governrent be=an to round ur +the Stalinist
bureaucrats, the labor leadership besan a rourd up of all "Comrminist
Paprtyh ms"bnr" in tle unions -[r tlis field too the labecr bureat-
eracy ovecores the delender n- the interests of the bhourszecisie and
ot J, S, Lmprrialism. They do not vote to exrel or abridge the
rrivilezes of Stalinists in the uulons in the name of trade union
“democtacy, vorizinc class wmilitancy or rolitical education, but as
steor2s of the ~overnment arn as a safely measure arainst any and
all Vo mey seek to dispossess the rractienary union leadership.

Tha trade unien Murea wcracr is ready and prorared te recruit
latier Tor minvort or tie noxt 1‘ ialist wap, This 4ime they rill
be 1o less brazen in their var- monserins tr-an during the Seconl
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Yorld Inperialist ‘ar, It is probable that these bureaucrats will
‘he {ar rore venomous, craven and stupid as they sell themselves

to tre hourgeoisie and its government, They have already joined
‘the government's "Communist" hunt,

Cn their part the Stalinists in the labor movenent are in a
verv wulnersbls position. The honeymoon is over. They are being
heounded out of office and in numerous instances out of the union,
This union wreckine gang, functioning alvays under orders fropm
the anti-labor Kremlin eriminals, have eXperienced a severe set-
back in tne lakor movement in the U.S, The vorkers are arcused
‘gwpinst them., The vorkers should be aroused against the Stalinists.
Their revolt azainst the Stalinists is ten years late, lict only
this, but in numerous instances the reaction of the vworkers is re-
actionary. This is perticularly true of the Catholic workers and
of the Asscciation of Catholic Trade Unionists.” It 1s the case
with many workers in the AFL unions lead by outstanding reaction-
ary and fossilized bureaucrats,

The task before the labor movement is to put the anti-Stalin-
ist campaign on the proper basis, on the correct foundation of
opposition to Stalinism, not beceause it is "red" but because it is
not red, that is, not dedicated to class struggle, the destruction
of exploitation and the establishment of a workers government,
Labor should fight against Stalinism and destroy it for the same
‘reason that we fight against capitalism: to drive exploitation,
oppresslon and enslavement from the earth. To support Stalinism
because it is against capitalism is merely to substitute totali-
tarian oppression for bourgeois-democratic exploitation and op-
pression. : i : ' - . '

On tae other hand, while lakor should distinguish between

the Stalinists ard our native bourgeois-democratic union bureau-
eracy, it must be clearly grasped by workers that it is incorrect
to support the principles upon vhich the Hurrays, Reuthers, Lewises
‘and Greens operate. They are primarily against the Stalinists not
because the Stalinists are bureaucrats but because these leaders
call vhat the Stalinists represent "socialism" and because the
cepitalist. government is in a campeign against Russia, The labor
burcaucracy would be even more violently opposed to real socialism
and real Marxian socialists, A labor leadership which fears even
‘such a mild form of independent politics as would be.practiced

by a labor party will certainly resort to the most reactionary
‘measures against the “Commuaist Party" which this stupid labor
‘bureaucracy consider a real expression of-Marxian revolutionary
rectitude andl program,

: The ranks of labor should adopt a correct pro-labor and class
strusxle attitude toward the dispute which is taking place in its
ranks boetween the “talinists and the trade union oi'ficialdom. ‘iie
snpport the bourgeois-democraiilc trade union hurcaucracy in all
cases whore there is danger of their defeat by the Stalinists. Ye
go Hiis in the union btecause we prefer bourgecis-—derocratic undons
‘to tha totalitarian monstresities called unions 'in Russia but '
which are nearer to the Nazi "Laper Front" than to genuine unions.
This does not mean Skt we withdraw our strurgle against. the bureau-

2324




crasy or it we core to erms wi‘h the trade union leadership, ‘e
sy, iIn the union and for the union, that the bourgeois-democratic
parsaucracy as against the Stalinist totalitarian bureaucracy is
the. lesser evil, Both bureaucracies are evils to be fougkt and
destroyed but one is the areater evil,

! L% will undoubtedly be arzued by some that the peasons given

- for supportinz the trade unicn bursaucracy against the Stalinists

L. . hold for gupporting bourgeois-democratic U,S, against totalitarian

E Hussia, This is to misunderstand the nature of the trade union

1 end the government. The union is a class organization of the

woriting class, Both from a theoretical and practical standpoint
they can cortrol the unlon ané use.it in the interests of the vork-
ing class. The trade union burcaucracy is part of the vorking
‘cless and has no otler roots. The government, on the. other hangd,
is the class instrument of the capitalist rulinc class and im-
perialists. Ths vorking class cannot even theoretically or abe
stractly control the capitalist government and make this governe
ment execute its will, The leaders of the gévernment come from
~.the bourgeoisie and there they have their roots,

- . The urgent and imperative demand which comes to the labor
movement, as the most progressive section of the masses, is to
"break with the bourgeoisie and at the same time repudiate the
- 8talinlsts. To break with the bourgeoisie and at the same - time to
reject the Stalinists means 'ton establish the political party of
~labor, of .the working class. The road to the establishment of
the independent party of labor is not through efforts to capture
. the Democratic Party, nor through selecting "labor's friends" out
of the two capitalist parties, ror in forming a "progressive
‘party’ .nor’ a "peoples' front" party, nor the kind of two clas
party which Neuther has mentioned oceasionally., , :

The objective situation demandés that labor fomm its owm party
at once., The fact that this will not be done at once does not
‘relieve’ the most advanced and most militant of the trade unionists
from accepting the responsibility for organizing the beginnings of
& well-planned propazanda campaign in the CIO, AFL, railwvay uanions,
cminers and other organizations, for a labor party. This can be
done if only some of the militants who hold a labor party position

will take the first steps and lead the WaY,

_ The committee for a labor party nmuss cut across the bound-
.aries of the several internatio-nals and bridse the divide between
tre AFL, CIO, UIT'A and the railvway unions. HNeither the PAC nor
‘the LEZPL can be relied on for anything more independent than
voting azainst Devey or aczainst some oubtstanding anti-labor Con-
gressman of the moment ., The Committee for a Labor Party should
“be a mroup or irade union progressives and militents who seel of-
fice, who refuse appointive posts from the burcaucracy and vho
therefore are inderendent of the union lecadership.© They should
keep out of -all posts of leacerchip in the two “political arms of
‘labor®, the PAC and the LEPL, ‘ B

S

Lot only does

‘4t estéblish the ro td for the wore advanced trade unionists
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‘
Put this antlysis determines the tasks of the Marxists, their
reseonsililitics, the ratare of ¥-¢ir pro:ram ard the type of
or-aninction necesszary te function ei'fectively in the ccncrete
situztion. The s.tuation demands the concentration by the small
band of ilarxists on the budilding of a group of sincere, devotecd
and active iarxian revolutionaries, Vhile we hold to no rigid and
unbending nctions as te the preoper method, we know that our pro-
cedure wmust be of such nature as to be clear to all, from year to
year, st we svand-for, what our aims are and how we expect to
realizec then. "e ingsist that there must be some plan which is ad-
hered ©to and given enough time to be tested out in practice,

There is no Marxzxian rarty in the U. S, today. To say that
there is no Marxian party is ohly to realize and admit that there
.1s no party or organization with Influence and prestige among the
masses, It means that there 18 no political organization vhich
can organize the masses or any appreciatle section of them for
economic and political action., In this basic and important sense
the VP is not a party. Two years .ago the /P announced that it-
was an agitational-propaganda group. We said that our aim was -
¢ to become a real Marxian cadre, an educated end disciplined core
(' which would be the nucleus of a future revolutionary party or,

. prior to that, a faction in some mass labor party. In the period
i between the 1946 convention and the present convention we made no
progress toward achieving this goal. In fact, the party lost
ground and today is in a less favorable position to go forward
than in 1946, This is the real problem which faces the Party and
the convention, B , , =

A 4

- To discuss whether or not the WP is an agitational group or

§ a propaganda group 1s only to conceal the real issue., It is

¢ possible to be ineffective, obscure -and without influence, no

¢t matter vhat the Party calls itself. The WP cen be just as isolated
after we decide that we are not a party as when we were function-

- ing actively with the belief that we were a small party but a
party. The brutal fact is that no small groupr in the U,S. will

* have influence or rrestige of any magnitude,

~7

- The objective situation as we have outlined it is favorable
for the development of class ccnsciousness in the working class
“and a nore definite political develcpment of the masses. This was
. demonstrated by the action of the masses in their support of the
. "Truman Program," Any realistic analysis of the political scene
in the U.3, reveals clearly thas the working class is ready for
~political action. A smell section is ready for active steps t6-
ward rolitical orgonization, Vhat is absent is the leadership,

It is only Marxists who can provicde thic lecadership and the correct
Procrall, ' :

The tactical appreoach of Marxists today in the U,S. must be
thionah mropaganda tor o labor party. This means that the most
Lik=1y vay in which $le mass reveirtionary rarty will céme is out
of 2 nmass labor party. Put the only- zenter of agitetion and prora~
ganda 1'cp the labor party is the 7y At the some tine the /P is
tle oy conuber of asitation and ‘rreras-anda for the revelutionary
party ans revolutiousry-action, This is a ALliTiculty but onc which
con b resolved ornily threng:h a clear and wnombimious yprogprain, by
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keeping one's roots and activity in the working eclass and by the
maintenance of an address and name platé which takes on the aspect
. Of pcrmanence, ‘e know that the working cless is not going to in-
dulge in the past tine of arguin: the point as to whether the :I/p
is a party or not a party, whether it is an agitational group or a
propfzanda group. It 1s very fortunate that the labor movemert

is not concerned with this type of discussion,

~__The big problem before the /P today, as always, is the
problem of what can be called applied politics, In the bourgeois
world virtually the whole of political procedure is application,
practical activity, getting out the vote. This can be the politic- -
al procedure of a class which has social power and uses its.’
political power only for the protection of its socisl power,
This cannot be the procedure of the working class however, Ule must
begin with theory and with program., The WP has given considerable
attention to political theory and political program, As far as it
goes .We have an impossible program down on paper, ﬁﬁt we have

/two main shortcomings: (1) Our political program does not go

far enough. (2) “hat we have is pretty much just something on
- _paper, .the center of much storm and fury before adoption but after-
wards a sort of valley of dry bones, ‘

. Our program does not go far enough in that we do not have any
- developed and-living political program which labor can use in

- practice over against the programs of the bourgeoisie, The absence
of such a practical contemporary politiocal program is an illustra-

"~tion of owr failure to function even as % propaganda group, It is

“ precisely the function of a small party such as the WP to provide
labor with a practical political program to advance over against
“"the programs of the NAM and tne capitalist parties. What we mean
can be illustrated in the case of the Taft-Hartley Act., Here we
sought correctly to stir labor to action. Yhat we did not do,
~ however, and what must be dene is to supply a counter-bill to the
- Taft-Hartley Act, extending the rights and immunities of the work-
- ing class, Labor could then approach the "friends of labor' in
Congress and demand that labor's own bill be introduced and dew
ferded, Not only could this be done in the National Congress but
in state legislatures and city councils. This matter will be
- dealt with again in a program of action, '

Since 1938 the "Trotskyist" movement, including the WP, has
based itself on a "Transition Program” written by Trotsky. We
have had little success with this transition program outside. the
wpages of LABOR ACTION where the success of the Party has’ been cone
siderable, Lonking back on ten years' exprerience and re-gxamining
the ‘ransition ¥rogzram and the conditions which prompted 1ts

formiltotion, we can say that i1t was not really a. btransition pro-

gramy 4t was in fact vritten for a situation which did not materi- .
alize, "For a long time it bas been clear that the Trensition

Program needeé revision. We need and must have a real transition
prograin for the U, S. today, - o ‘

. Oyr rolitical prosram does not go far enough in that we do not
have & unified ond comnrehensive body of agsitation and propaganda
which can serve rnot only as a center of ideological and political
ilismiration for the Working elass but alse from which can be nlen
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just such more or 10§" practical measures as the unlon counter-
measuwre to the Taft-Hertley set menticned sbove., +he pro -ram of
_the CIO, not only as drluten but with what is implicit in that
prograw and infused with lizrxian corntent and dl“OCuiOn, viculd pro-
vide the FParty with Just such a rolltical rrozranm, ,

tle have to glve attention to the problem of hrw to develon
political progrars and political activity for the Party and 1ts
perivhery, no matter how small, vhich are in harmony with vwhet 1s
actually going on in the U, S, at a particular time. ‘e point out
that if cur Party vere 1rbuea vilth living politic2l outlook for
the Ue.S.; it would have been tle VP which would have advanced the
Truman Civil Richts Program. He are not talking abecut the “"ideas"
-~ but the actual program, down on paper for prosentation in Congress,
‘After all there are two Negroes in the House, = If they were
, politically alive and in New York State, our New York branches
would have prgpared soms non-discrinmination bills for the stvate
legislature, - This is suitable activity for a small organiza~
tion - uertainly for one- ‘which claims to be a propaganda group.

- Our greatest weakness and the one-which will be the most
difficult to overcome is our inability to translate our political
decisions into action, We discuss end adjourn to meet and dis-
ciss again. This tendency goes straight through the Party from
the PC to the lower ranks, \le have not learned how to concretize
our thecry and how to apply our pelitical programs. This lack,

. this inability is the central cause of the failure of the Party to
grow, .1t is true that lMarxism 1s not so popular as it was two

f decades ago. The degeneration of the Russian Revolution, of the

- Commnist Party, and the relatively high standard of living In
"the U,S.,, all militate against the progress of a Marxian party.
But in truth we can only say that these factors are the cause of
trere not being a mass party or a large party in the U.3. But
these factors cannot realistically or seriously be put forward as
the reanson why the WP has not. only not grown but lost membership
since the rlose of the wvar,

Mg have not maintained our factory orientation., Tke Party'
has - drifted out of the factory andé away from the ranks of labor,
k' There has been increased emphasis on entering school, taking
. retty~bourgeois jobs and any occupation \hwch is not that of a
- proletarian, Ve mist reafrfirm our former position that the Party
" must go.into the factory and stay there. A party cannot recruit
proletarisns and other .toilers on college campuses or in bourgeois

‘and tlose following retty-bourgeois oceupations,

e The PartJ must rive more attention to discipline, This ques-
tilon has been: the sibject of mich discussion ~nd much misundere

standing ia the Paruy This matter must be clarified or th

rerty will continue to stagnate and be the nesting prlace fox all
mauner of individuals vho feel Shet it is farhioncvle or sutlsiye-
I ing £06 beleong to o revolutionary party Lt whe at the same ,ixc

- resolve to cnrry on either no activity or tix» bavest m111*mu,

anpd thot ned in the places to vliish the Farty misht divect them,
The Party is a vnlwntqr" or~anization, This does not mnan

' 24325

offices, Above all the Party must purge its lecdership of students

y

L d



vl

that enc can decide fer conels self at all times whether or not to
continun wembershire. It only means that the Party cannot comrel
one to vcmein a membor, It doeos net wean that the Party cannot
ter..inate onels Memofruklp. Inere are menbers of the Party wvne
scet 1iinzly hold the opinion thet "ence a nember aluays a member, "
The l°rt ¥ rust be a wlace fer theze viho de the, will of the Party,

, . Mg bhelisve that the proper attitude on this question was ex-
rre sged by Lenin and by the Third ‘Jorld Congress of the Comintern:

N eefow is the discipline ol the revolutionary rarty of the
proletariat naintained....First by the class consciousness of the
prolotarian vanguard....Secondly by its ability..e50" xeep in close
withe.ethe broadest masses of the toilers.,..lhirdly by the
correctness of the political leadership exercised by this variguard
and by the correctness of its political strategy antl" tacticseees
“itnout these conditions discipline...cannot be achieved.,  Ulithe
out these conditions all attempts to establish discipline are ine
evitably transformed into trlfling phrase-mongering ard empty
gestures._ On the other hand, these’ condltions cannot arise all
at onceg" :

“Domncratic centralism in tha Comrunist Party organization
must be a real synthesis, a,fusion of centralism and proletarian
democracy. This fusion can be achieved only on the basis ef
constant common activity, constant common struggle of the entire
party organization.

The accepuance of a Cemmunilst Erogram‘is orly the erpression
of the will to become a Cormmurist, f the Communist activity ds—-
laok-ng and the passivity of the mass of members still remains,
ther tmc party drnes rot fulfill even the least part. of the pledge
it had %teken upon itsolf in accepting tre Communist program, Ior
the first corndition for an carnest oarrying out of-the program

is the participation of all thc members in the' constant dally
work of the Party.

"The art of Cermmmunist organization 1ies in the ability of
making use of each and every one for the proletarian class .
strugzle, of distributing the party work amongst all the Party
merhers, and of conatantly attracting thrcugh its membhers ever
widor masses nf the prealetariat..es :

"A Cormunis rfy must strive to rave enly really actlve
nembers, and Yo derar - from every rank and file worker that he
sreild place ris “hiole strengtihv and time, insofar as he can hine
self gispnse of it, under o~ ‘istim > conditimns, at the disposal

Y

of tie Party ond dovete hils hest service to those interests,

"...Tﬁ tre cuatien of tio Cermiunict ac t1v1tv telons also that
of owlnaltting reyores, his in She Gutyoof all trn or:anizw ions,
an? oar~sans of the Party as well as of every 1nd1"10491‘momb9r...3

the sevt AT thip~ ~o should ain at,  To proceed in

this o Mewover, dens not cran that tree Party leading cflle
mirtems are relisved of the resaonsibility und the nccessity few
lrvaisips rhovarr and more ."_",':',“\": i0al nenmueea e oce2sion,  HUPe
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rose the reports" den't come even after a sesson of “constant
common strugsle of the entire orzanization," .-

A yority ecan ba just ac burcaucratie in rhqu1n~ to erpel,
for irctance,as in rcserting to expulsion, Hefusal to censure
or suspend or expel is nct necessarily evidence of the practice
of derccracy. It can be the practice of bureaucratism. Such
alleced democracy may be in fact evidence of covardice, or in-
¢ffici-ncy, or a feeling on the part of a leadership that it dwells
in a ~lass liouse, T

LAROR ACTION :must be revived as the popular educationral and
‘agltational orean of the Party. The paper has seriously deteri-
orated since the close of the war, This is not the fault of the
editors but of the deterioration of the Farty, LABOR ACTION for-
merly was predominant ly an agitational organ. While there has
been an -attempt to make 1t pass as a propaganda paper, it is
neither what it was before nor vhat it -is claimed to be. It is
~nelther fish nor fowl, - It is in danper of becoming a stilted and
stuffy jourral that is more of a "house organ" than a paper for
the nolitical educ ation of its non-Party readers,

he only way through which- the paper can be brought to 1ife
s to inspire and lead the Party to activity in the factories
and the unions, " This must be. the first task of the Farty natione-
gl oommittee. The paper is certainly not the reflection of the
- working clas 1t is the reflection of the slowed pace of the
¥ Party, of 1fs nresent doubt and wavering and of the fact that the
Party has teen uprooted.~ ,

The NEV INTERNATIONAL should be impr oved as a theoretical
and propa-vanda organ, It should be the Party!s real propaganda
organ, <‘his dons not mean that its artigles should be written in
obscure, cryptic or “learned" fashion. *hey should be written
with theoretical preciseness and at the same time so as to be
comprehensible to those contacts in the ‘unions who have come under
~the influence of the Party.

The 'P muast becomc and remain, under its own name, the.center
of Marzist education and avitation in the U,S., It must be an
Awerican party and an activist party. 'ine P must be and become
the outs“anding cdefender ot kaprism, of Mapxian economic philoso-
phy and politics. Ve must not make any compromise whatsoever at
this point., Ye must ba rrepaved to face and combat the bourgéoi-
and-“its retsiners, daily of need be in defense of Harxism,
Party rmst not hecoms zo fdeonoeratic! that it departs irOm
fundanental p 1vnﬁnlf" wnich made the party of Lenin thB great
and only party the proletariat. The Party.must not be §6
swWift't in its fllghu 1rom otalinion that we even aprroach the <amp
of the veferuista and: She “ocial-dewccrabs. This is only te flee
Trom the real Staliniasts to ceohabit vith tLoac who would be -
Stelinihe i1 “hoy ccould,. . ‘ :

If tie /P will pay astontion to tho;n considerations :nthfpar~
ty ALl D 2ule to moeendn iva Ch\' l tity atate and be in apesik-
tion Yo wveerait to ihe panks and.{o 1ncvease its influence" iy the

t
tlass struggle.
Fo R. KeKINNEY 11?@
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For the present reriod the ‘Jorkers Fart’ lavs down the follow=-
tng prorram for begro work, based on the strategic orientation of the
resolution on this question asdopted by the Fourth Convention in 1946,

- 1. BGIZLATIVE FROGRAM

(a) Tpe Ctvil Rights Pragram proposed by Fresident Truman h=as
been accepted bv all sections of the Negro communitvy and bty the labor
movement &s thelr platform in the fight against Jim Crow.

‘ (b) ‘The party recognizes that despite its inadequacies the
ensctment of this program would represent a great step forward for
the Negroes in America, :

(c) As soclalists, we do not share the liberal 1lIusion that
the Negroes can achieve full equality by legislative action alone,
Yet the enactment of this program in full would create a juridlcal
framework which would tremendously facllitste the further struggle
for equalitye. -

(d) The party regards the2:Civil Rights Program as the rallying-
ground for the political unification of the Negro community as a
whole and the labor movement., Hence 1t will seek to achleve the
‘widest and most active participation of Negroes and white workers in
the struggle for the enactment of this program into law,

~(e) In so doing it will enlighten those within ibts reach on
the imperiallist 2nd commercial calculations be™ind canitalist support
for this program, and on the limitations of 2 purcly legislative
approach to the solution of the Negro guestlon in Amerlca,

: (f) ‘e recognize that the Congress wlll probably not enact the
Civil Rights Program, recardless of “he pressure generated beind 1t.
In all likellhood the President and the "friends of labor" in Con-
gress will settle for a compromise In. the interest of maintaining
the unity of the Democratic Farty. :

: -(g) The iorkers Party will vigorously oppese any compromise

on the Civil Rights Program. In the eventuality of such 2 compromise
we wlll seelt to combat and cxpose those in the Legro organlzations
and the labor movement who are willing to sell the Negroes down the
river Br 2 political deal, and to educnte the white workers and Ye-
groes who have been trouzht terether In the strurpgle for this program
to the necessitv of an independent lsobor party as the most essentinl
prerequisite for the achlevement of their goal,:

II. TY3 DIRECT STRUGSLE AGAINST DISCRINTVATICH

(a) In additlon to its support »f the Civil Rizhts Program a3
the lerislative platform for the ficht neninst Jim Orow, the party
%111 continue and scck ta Intensifls f4s diveet struscle against all
~mani“wstetions of racinl prejudice In fmerlen.
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(b) 1In the uﬁlons end all popular organizetions, gartv membersg
"will seek to be the outstanding chrsmplons 5f the struggle for fyll
soclal, political and economic equelity for 'egroea, .

(c) ‘vhenevepr oprortunity offers, the Party will seek to partici-
pa"2 83 an organization in specific Struggles against Jim Crow,
while cerrying on constant propaganda snd educstionsl activity on
tris question by all meongs availsble,

(d) “'here feasible, Pérty members will enter and work sztlively
in orgsnlzations such as the HAACP 83 loynl participants in the -
struggles engeged in by these organizations,

I11, P ICIAL TASKS AND ORIENTATION

(a) VWhile engaging in the struggie for full equality forf Ne=-
groes in all types of organizations or independently, the Party and

and implementing our conception of the relstion of the Negro struggle
to the general struggle for soclalism recorded in the fundemental
resolution on this questlon:passed by our 1946 convention, :

(b) In ell phases of this activity, the Party and its members
will seek to approach, educate and attract those Negroes who display
an advanced degree of initiative, responsibility and soctal and class
consclousness with the aim of recrulting in this period a real cadre
of Negro members who ere-eapablo~of-51vtng~sociallst leadership to
thelr people. in the struggles which lie Dbefore them, . :

(c) To facilitate this activity, the Party will publish as soon
a8s possible a pamphlet directed to this stratum of Negro workers,
It will also mske avallable to all {ts members the resolution on the
Negro question of 1946 and Initiate a discussion in sll branches

LARRY 0'CONNOR

(L0TE: The foregoinz resnlution’ was received by the Political
Committee ard is celns considered by it. In order not to delay the
appecarance of tno reroluticn, the Folitical Cormittee decided to pub-
list tre resolution under the sircnatwe of Comrade OtConror and to
Ainiounce 1ts decision on tle samp at a faxre date, Editor. )
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