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A CRITIQYE @F THE INTERNAT TONAL RESOLUT ION:
SUBMTTTED BY THE PC

’

By Paul Newman

‘\\

#* 3% %

The brochure on the ingernational qiestion is, in my opinion, an
ideal exampIe of the way in which a resolution should not be presented,
True, this-type of literary exercise is & hallowed tradition, in lefte
wing lMarxian sects, but it is about time that this practice be cur-
tailed in favor of concise, practical, to-the-point presentations,
How anyone can vote intelligently on the hodge-podge of superficial
analyses, geneﬁalizations{ sloganizations, and re-affirmations cone
tained in the "resolution” is beyond me, It is even difficult to
hold a well ordered discussion on such a document, as it contains any
number of "analyses" and generalizations embedded in the whole which
gan be picked out by any given individual according to his interest
or speciality and tossed before the membership for theoretical dis-
course, Indeed, with the exception of two proposals dealing with
concrete lssues, -the resolution itself Is a"discussion document, and
tordiscduss 1t is to hold & discussion of. . a diséussion,

- One gets the impression that the mass of material presented in
documents of this kind-is designed to forestall controversial contri-
butions by other people in the party. Everything,  -including the
kitchen sink, 1is thrown into tle pagesd in an effort to anticipate and
réfute dll.possible 'obfections in advance, Perkaps the motivation
(in this case) for'such a long-winded dissertatjon is the ‘desire to
show that the PR members are well aware of the problems and trends
of a new era, have "grappled" with them, come up with the answers;
and have not suceumbed to the disease of doubting or loss of faith
characteristic of the "sodal democratic renegades." . Or, maybe, it
was felt that there was not much new that one could say, but that
some pages must be filled with the sound currency of "revolutionary"
phrases so that we may have, as akways, a nice fat document to discuss
at the convention, But no matter what the reasons, the result is
the mame: a dregry phraseological re~hash dished up to suit the
occasion, ' : : : ! :

. A_great number of pages, of the document are taken up .with the
reiteration of a generally accepted view in the party on the nature
of Stalinism, amd ends up, of cairse, with the ré-affirmation that
we're for working class stmggle and the Third Camp in the Eastern
European countries, as elsewhere, (Maybe this was an attempt to "set
straight" the Erber-Garrett-Judd "deviation," Who knows?) I fail
to see the necessity for this laborious repetition as far as concrete
problems are concerned, unless re-affirmation is a good in itself,
Similarly, the digression on "retrogression," where pains are taken
to distinguish our concépt of the "meaning" of the term from the IKD
concept, is essentially useless as far as concrete problems go,
.(In'my opinion, the concept itsglf is worthless, and has at best only
a metaphorical value,)




- apti-bourgeois~democratic, The inference to be drawn from this
. uyet to be built revolutionary third camp, . e .

“social Democratic auspices are not mentioned in this connection. They

. 1t is pointed out that as the bureaucracy continues to grow it gains

-02- '

Then theret!s the hackneyed attack (with & couple of new twists
added) on the .role of the Social Democracy. Where it has not been
"abhsorbed" ("destroyed" would' have .been a bettgr choice of terms) by
the Stalinists as in Eastern-Burope,.it i1s the "vahguard” of the
bureaucratic collectivization tendencies of capitalism, At the same
time, 1t is dependent for its existence on a ",,.more or less free
labor movement in a more or less bourgeois ~democratic state structure,
(Which i1s it, mare or less?), Remarkable logic, Bureaucratice
collectivization of capitalism is, however, according to the document,

¢

formulation is that the Social Democrats, after doing the-"dirty work"
of the capitalists, must glve way to some brand of fascism or to the

.Twe other Eoss;ble alternatives of the bureéucratization under

are (1) the possibility of the Sceial Democracy being a vanguard" and
part of a new anti-capitalist class, or (2) the possibility in a
country like England gf the working eut of democratic workers! control
without violent revolution, True, in the first part of the document

relatlve 1ndependence from the capitalists., But this is still only
a, "'new stage" of capitalian, and nothing else,

Hoviever, there seems to be the very slightest hint on.page four
that there is the poss{Eility of the: development oub of cepitalism
of a bhureaucratic-collectivist class, There we read, he 1imits
of this tendency (toward "bureﬁucratlcqcollectivization -~ PJN.) are
set by the struggle of the working class for power and, even aside ]
from this, by the fact that the complete negation of capitalism short 2)»
of working class revolubtion requires the intervention of some other '
revolutionary force visible In western cepitalist countries only in .
broad outline." (My emphasis)s AS tO just what this other revolus G
tionary social foroe...v1sible...in breed ‘outline" i1s, the brochure ‘
fails to enlighten us fubther, Could this other social force be a
new bureaucratic cless? Do the sponsors of the document see the
possibility of the development of a bureaucratié¢ ruling class. It
would seem so ~ Wwe're not, of course, sures .

As long as this kind of speculation was dumped into the resolu=-
tion, it wuld have been well if this "other" social force were
elaborated upone But no, ‘the tendency toward bureaucratic collectie
vization has its limits set by the working class struggle for power,
and that 's what we're concerned with, Vle!'re not gdng to complicate
matters of working class struggle, the document. seems to 1mp1y, by
examining a phenomenon which, after all, exists only in "broad out-
line," I'M certain, however, that the broad outline can be brought
into sharper focus by. the expedient of cleansing the teyes of the
opaque film of Trotskyist tradltionalism.

A discussion on the bureaucratic trends and the role of Social
Democracy has interesting possiblllties, and should by all means be
eired in the partye. But as far as presenting a resolution for our
purpodes on the two concrete issues, tit is only of obscurantist
value, (The advisory position of going into the Social Democratic
parties could have been presented in a short, concise ‘resolution,
or a separate point in a mor~ to~theepoint international resolution),

~
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"liberals, I might note here that, in my opinion, the opportunistic

*de

In the talk on the "revival" of the struggle for democratic.
rights, the document seems to be trying to get across some point of
profound significance, but I (and others)-don't know exactly what it
ise 'hat are the "democratic" rights to be fought for in the United
States and lestern Europe .in.order to carry the struggle for them to
the Socialist goal? Are they freedom of specch, assembly, press, and
organization? But these things still exist in large measure in the
western bourgeois-democratic countries and have not been greatly
negated since the end of the war. ( The statement That there are "less®
democratic rights in the United States is such an oversimplification
ag to be for prac*ical purposes false,): :

This 1s a case of trends being substituted Ffor actuality and is
an example of the helpless, pessimistic negativism which permeates
the document, The attitude is conveyed that significant democratic
rights have been taken away, and that the fight for their reinstate-
ment 1s the primary task of the day. Actually, to state the matter
positively, the task is to utilize the amount of demec racy which
exists to educate and organize for socialism, The point that we must
fight against infringement of democratic rights, such-as the Tafte
Hartley law, the star chambers, the subversive lists, etc, is not
very novel and should be talen for granted, In this, of course, ve
are not very distinguishable from other leftists and even just plain

position taken Dy tlre party on the aestion of the Taft-Hartley affie-
davits does not square very well with our stated intention of being
in the "vanguard" of the struggle for democratic rights.. I would

not go so far as to say that this action is an example of the well-
kmown phenomenon of dpportunism being the obverse of phrase~mongering,
but 1tls suggestive. A discussion of the problem of democratic rights
can indeed be fruitful, but it is very difficult to do anything with
it embedded as it is in a resolution which leads up to only two
concrete resolves, - '

The discussion on a possible third world war is a re-aifirmation
of the fact that we're against it. There is nothing concrete as to
just how we should taeke steps to prevent it, Instead, e are given
another re-arfirmetion that welre for the Third Camp. Good, Every-
body in the party has been, lo these many years, for a Third Camp,

As to not lending our support to either side it is not explained hw ,
1f war breaks out day efter tomorrow, a position of a "plague on both
your houses" can be translated into actual political struggle without
becoming a bunch of C,0.'s, pacifists, or "revolutionary" jail-birds,
It is a case of another sloganized rewaffirmation in the .future tense.

Finally, the resclution gets around to stating a2 position on ;
two concrete isses of the day, vhich ars disposed of in less than one ;
poge. These are (1) the Marshall Plan, and (2) the question of withe-
drawal of Urilted States and =21lied troops from Germany, On the latter
mestion a position is taken for the irmediate and unconditional withe

.drawal of US troops, True, the position is not stated in these hald

terms (an cversight, perhaps) but is skirted around by mixing up the
struggle for national independence, democratic rights, and Russian
maneuvers, But the implication is painfully clear tiat we are for the
position as stated in point #2, e

On the Marshall Plan a clumsy piece of intellectual foétwork is
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performed in the 1as£ puny paragraph.v In the next to last sentence,

the resolution states that it’ endorses the “ralysis and ‘conclusions

"'adopted by the July Plenum, This position was one of intransigent

opposition to the Plan, In theé last sentence.it is nded ",.. in
partlcular the nececslty for socialist Opp051tlon fo anyeplans for

the channellizing-of Marshall Plan aid Tovward mllltary supplies and

'tﬁ_arms instead of economic aid or Ffor the setting u separeto
“Zovernment program toward this end." (My er'”has:LsTR Now these Exo

positions are absolute opposite appreaches, if opposites can be said
to truly exist in this world, They cannot be reccnciled 10gieally,
pragmatically, dialectlcally, or by any other means, One is for

. complete opposition and one is for criticism and actions agalnst
~aspects of the Plan's operation. If this is an attempt tc slur over

the differences in the PC on the Plan, it is a sad joke perpetrated
by all parties concerned. However, it is pretty clear from what went
before that we are "against" the HMarshall Plan, and any' other position
is to be damed as capitdation to American 1mperiallsm and a loss of

faith in the s001a113t perspechive,

‘As T said‘ the above two points are the ohly meaningful resolves

" of the document. I should like to suggest here that the resolution
could have been presentea sensibly in something like the following

manner to provide & decent basis for dlscussion-

. The struggle for the world ‘today is between Stallnlst
totalitarienism on the one hand, and US imperialism on the
other, 'hile differences do exist between them at present,
they are not of sufficient importance for us %o give any"
hint as to a preference between them either now or in the
event of war., We reaffirm our positions for vorking class
struggle, for the Third Camp, and for the slogan "Neither
Washington nor Moscow}" Therefore, on the following two
1issues we resolve the following:

1) Ve are complepely opposed to the Marshall Plan, and

' 2) Ve are for the immediate and unconditional withe

drawal of US and allied troops from Germeny,

~ This. isall, that I can see, that the document actually says. And
" indeed 1tk enough. These two problems along with the short motiva

tion can be concretely grasped and intelligently discussed. They
constitute a resolution and any number of people can furnish arguments
pro or con, bringing requisite material toc bear on the problem. And
one is saved from the dilemma of agreeing or not with a conglomeration

‘of analyses and arguments if he is favor of these propositions.: Con-~

versely, if* one is opposed, he does not have to agrec with all the

o arguments of the opponents, Further, these arc the really important

international issues before the convrntlon, ani a clear-cut position
one way or the other can be taken. ‘

At this point I should like to make known my views ‘on thése two
issues, In discussing them there s no room for abstract conccpts
like capitalist retregression, Third Camp, Neither \lashingbon nor

'"‘Moscow,'etc. The facts must be recognized and the theory made to

conform,

To make ths demand for tle immeﬁiate and unconditional withdrawal
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of US end allied forces from Germany is shouting in vacuo; it is, in
my opinion, meaningless and absurd. ‘'Yordc than this, however, it
implies that as far as we're concerned, it is a matter of ‘indifference
whether the German masscs are subjected to Stalinist totalitarisnism
or kept from this fate by thc presence of US power, The only, ansver
(the usual one) I can think of that the sponsors of the document
would probably give to deny this assertion is something like the
follaving: Yes, we reccognize that therc exists more political frcee
dom in the Allied zones of Germany, and this is better for the German
workers; but the imperiallist rivalry betwcen the US and Russia is of
no concern to revolutioaries, ard we'rc for a moss movement directed
against both oppressors. Vec do not show preference for cither'side,
but- condenn both cqually, Besides, it is not necessarily truc that
the withdrawal of Allied foprccs will mean the Stalinists will take
over, and phe withdrawal world make casicr the formation of a viible .
German working class mmovement.

Yle should like to know how this jibes with Judd's rcport on
Germany and the orbntation of the German pcople in vhich he states,
among other significant things, that "There is no belief at the mo-
ment that a German state, arising out of an independent development
of the people as a whole could step inbto the situaticn and successfully
halt tho march of Stalinism," (LA, October 11, 1948), Also, it would
be interesting to sce reasoning of this kind applied to the Berlinv
sination, .

At any rate; the document does not advance one concrete reason
for being against, or in favor of the presence of Allied forces in
Germany, Instead, it talks scornfully about',..inculcating dependence -
upon the armies of American and British impericlism as the bulwark
against Stoalinist expansion...." Concretely, the problem is simply
ignordd, (It would have been very useful, perhaps, if-- in this
document which discussecs the meaning cf retrogression, the nature of
Stalinism, the revival of the strugg le for domocratic rights, and
other “safe" Lopics--some of the useless verbilage were rcplaced by a

- discussion of the Berlin situation), Are wc then for or against US
‘troops remaining in Berlin? The documcnt implies that we arc against,
I believe, hove that this positiocn is politically untenable and
indefensible, _

[ag]
e |

-

On the Berlin question there appesrcd an article in the September

27 issue of LAROR ACTION by Hugene Kellcr stating that the precondi-
tion for an effective strugsle by the German vorkers against Staline
ism is the continucd prescnce cf the Allicd occupation powers., He
"pointed out” that the demand for the withdrewal of 4llicd troops

is a tactical one which cannot be put forvard without qualifications,
and it would be foolish to raise it id the Berliusituation, Indced,
he contonded that the Berlin workers and oursclves shoull demand that
the Allled forces remain in the city. To my knowledge, this radical
departure was nerther discusscd nor ansviered in the press by the lead
ership of the party.

- . The epproach of not demanding withdrawal of Allied troops from
Berlin, but demanding othat they stay is a correct policy,in my
opinion. It is perhaps not necessary to point cut the conssaiences

..of .Allied withdrawal becoming actualy; but given the position of the
PC- resolution, the members of that body do not secm &t govcrn their

-aetions in the light of consequences., Instead of being able to
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combat $talinism and cost 643% of their votes for the anti-Stalinist &
Social Democrats, thc people of Berlin would be under Stalinist = -
ogpression; and the Social Democrat organization would be destroyed

( , -

Absorbed," as some would say.)

A Immediately the masses cf Derlin are faced with the alternative !

& - of Stalinism or of carrying on & struggle against it with a degree

K. of indepcndence -~ and under the leadership of a working class partye.

b Vhich does the PC prefer? It is obvious that it cannot be a matter:

i of indiffercncc, and a choice rust be made, Nor is it possible

¥, honestly to have a "private" position of hoping the Allies will

=, *pemain in Berlin, while publicly shouting for the withdrawal of all

Yoo troops. from all Germany. Persons who have such a bifurcated viewew

s and thore are some, I'm sure in the WP «- are suffering from vvhat

% might be called political schizophrenia -- a characterigation which

¢ is not an inaccurate one for the WP as a whole these days. Anyhow,
we are judged by ouwr small audience from our public pronouncements,
and any fairly intelligent person would probably find the slogan

"Irmediate withdrawal of all troops from Germany," a hard bit of
"nonscnse to swallow even if he were a master of the dialectice.

. If the party were to adopt what I consider the correct policy
for Berlin, what about the rcst of Germany? Should we be for The
immediate withdrawal of all troops from Germany except Berlin? But
already the exception is a groat qualification and makes the slogan

g somewhat meaningless, Again, in lestern Germany as a whole this
o demand cannot be put forward without qualifications, It seems to me
Y that the question #ruld not be approached by means of slogan concepts i
| into wnich the attempt is made to fit the realitics of struggle. Rather - 'i§
the approach should be one of dealing with concrete issues 1n the :
“given situation which, If resolved, will result in the withdrawal of
the western ocgcupation troops.#% :

O
ETE g

Thus, for us in America, we should constantly point out and
criticize all the reactionary actions resulting from US occupation ,
policye 'le should demand that the US keep hands off of German workers!
strikes and demonstrations far better living conditions and political
i frecdom, Ve should denounce the ill-concealed support of the American’
Military Government to the Christian Democratic Party -- the vehicle
of renction-- to the deteriment of the Social Democrats, Ve should
b demand the restoration of foreigy trade to Germany, the right for the
i German people t o decide freecly on socialization of industry, the

R ST

<

T raising of production levels to capacity, etce It is in the struggle
. for these things that tho German people will gain their national

. #hs a matter of fact, 1t i1s not stated in the rcsolution nor 1s it
clear what conditions, if any, are to be attached to the slcgan of B
B withdrawal of US troopse. It is merely pointed out that we do not o
g condition this demand on the simultanecus withdrawal of Russian forcese 0%
, a safe formulation, Would the slogan be conditioned by the demand p
e that the US guarantee the necessary economic aild tor aise German
b industrial production to its capacity? ilodd it bo conditioned by the
demand that the US not support a reactionary western government? That
the German working class be left in a strong enough position t0 de=~
fond itself against Stalinism? In a discussion held in the South .
Side Chicago brench on this section of the resolution, onc of its
supporters pointed out that the slogan of withdrawal of troops from
Germany was a “?ropaganda“ or "educational" slogen as distinct from
an "agitetional® one, He said that the slogan represented a culmine
8 tion" of such concrete demands and conditions as outlined in the

. . ~ .
I : -
ARIFEIN »
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independence, that the working cless organizations will grow and be
strengthencd, and thot will onaoble the German masses to fight off
Stalivist despotism wvitheout the necessity of £illcd troops in their
couritrys and not by ow shouting slogens for unconditionnl Withdrawal
of Aliied trozwns. Of course, fhlu epproach domends the cbandonment
of tie scoharian attitude held theso me ny veors by the Trots tyist
movoment toward the bourgeocis-deniocratic stnteo ¢

n likc to point to an article by Rugence XKcllor in
sue of LATOR LCTIVY as an oxample of what eppears

to me o e wa o3seniialy corpnct approach to the problem of Gormany,.
In this ariiciec he arctintingly criticlzed the policy of the US on
denazification and the 1utervention in the Stuttgert riots. He
pointed our wh.:s th U3 could tnd should do to aid the Goermon workers
and the Germon occonomy. lic did not, hovecver, ond his articles with
the absurd slognn uf githdravral of “1110@ troops fron Germony; cs in “d
the cose of on articic by Barton on the Berlin situation in thc
Septcwber 20th issuc, I hope the convention rc jecets the formulation
put forward by the PC resolution in favor of the cpprocch outlined g
above,

I should ag:
the Mcvember 15 1
1

Ls there has boon so much previcus discussion on the Marshoall
Plan I will not devotc a gread deal of specce to it herc. However, I
urge the POJOCtlon o"the party of the PLdlCU10u° vosition of opposi-
tion to ite :/o should be constontly critical of its opcration, dew=

body of this QPthlC, T.Ce, thno vithdravcl wonld rosult rrom the
struggle for these "subsidiary” (not oycludod by tho 1owan) domands
However, aside from the qustion cf tho finc line betvecn o propoganda
and agltational slogan, I interpret the ro-solution to call for immoe
diate and unconditionzal withdrawal of all troops from all Germany.

¥o cnc who has read the document and with vhom I hoave disvussed has
guestioned or denicd this intorpretation, Another of the partisan

of the rcsolution went so far=for o momenteas to say that ho tnought

I was probobly right on Berlin, But when he wies pressed further, and
it was pointed out to him that this was an importont oxcention to the -
demand to the immedin te withdraval of all troops, thiet it rondered the
slogan inoperative, for Berlin, ”t lec st he bachtrsokod c1d said the
Borlln situation vas in recality “uinor® Lnu "unimportant' and the

velidity of the sloganvos not vitiated by the Berlin struggle, Berlin,

he hcld vos merely ond primorily an cpitonized cxom»lic of the Russian-
Allicd power conflict, I'm surc the PC vauld do well to cnlizhten some

of its confused supportors-mho tend to recad into the sloancn all sorts

of "conditimms' (up o a point) in an attompt to maintain it intact

in 1te suprcme posibion - as to the actual mecning of the slogan for
withdraval of 21l troops from CGermony,.

##Truc, this attitude hos become sowmewvhnt modif ied recently in an
emplrical end fumbling monner in fovor of o more renlistic approach,
However the ideo stillprovails of not pressing the capitalist stote to
adopt or rescindg meosur:s which it is "bound" to car»y out or not
carpy out and which cutomaticelly flow from its nature’ as being

"solely" in the scrvice of monoply capits llsts, Particularly cocs this
hold ftirue in the field of forcisgn nolch vhere it is considered that
the lﬁpC”l“llSt US stote will iiLovibtobly follow the most rer cticnary
policy. The fact thnt many measurcs of the state cannot fit prociscly
into the foreordaincd catcgorics docs nct deter the holders of the
simplistic stotc formula from continuously parroting the formla laid
down by the grcat-but na turally limitcde Lening
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monding (os in the last sontence of the document) that it be used only
for purposcs of cconomic aid,. ‘o protcst cgrinst any militarizotion

of the plan. ‘e protcest agninst its use in any form to subduc colonial
indepcndence movementse e should denounce its usc for interfercnce
in internal policits of a countrywparticularly in utilizing it to
support reactioncry parties and ragimes., The position of opposition
to the plan should be discardecd, 4s I pointed out in an LA article
last summer, to be catocgorlcally opposced to the plan wvithout carrying
the opposition to its logical conclusion as the Stalinists 4o (1eCa,
to urge that the workers and masscs of Burops usc cvery mcans to
hoemper d sabotage its operation) is mcaningless., ‘Viorse than thatg
it is cornright cevasion of an important problem, aml succceds only

in soving confusion ond adding to a grewing tcendency tovards fencCe
straddling in the VWP, '

In c¢onc lusion, I cannot belic ve that the brochure on "The Struggle
for the liorld Today" roflects the opinions of all members of the PC.
From vhat I gather from ro~ding articles by o couple of other pcople,

I do not sec how they can ngree with the present formulotions in the
resolution, Perhaps there will bec a minority resplution, If so, T
hope that the resolution or resolutions arc kept ¢ar, concisc form,

-and that the discussion in support of any such rcsolutions is rescrved

for scparcte documents and for the convention floas, In any case, I
hope to get a rcsolution before the cmvention on the German question
and the lMarshall Plan in consonance with the conelusions dravm in
this articlc, : «
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A REALISTIC: IR OPAGANDA APPROACH

By Dave .Cor®in

® % #

What the WP needs most 1s e practieal perspective., Gekuralia
zations about the situatién in the cuunt#g apd the world, however
viid, must be followed by thie most conerete

of the party and its members, ‘

We must Understand not only the world, but our place in it, our ;

role and function, and only then will we know whore to beginewwhich
18 the main problem of the WP todey, ‘ .

The main tesks of the Perty in tho coming period ares 1) %o

increase our membership 2) to spread oup ideas among growing circles

of politicallzed people,

To succeed in these objectives we must bear clearly-in-mind the -
8lze_and position of the party and the situation in the gountry,

GENERAL POLITICAL SITUATION

While we have succeeded in making ourselves in certain limiﬁéﬂ

circles, as far as the vast majority of even leftward moving peop’ g - .
are concerned, wé are not on the scene, cither politically er physie .

cally._‘

During the war, @ afterward until the definitive falling out
of Russian and American imperialism, we could claim to be (almost)
the only party espousing the clecmentary rights of the working class
(against the no striko pledge’) ‘and oppresscd minoritics ( against
segrogation in tho armed forces). In spitc of some limitcd success
in the union movcmont, wo werc not able to lcad mass actions, nor was

the mere holding of owr militant position a sufficicnt talking point

to be the basis for cons iderable recruitment.

Starting with tho "loftward" turn of the Stalinists, oven tho
talking point vanished, and thc Walladceites and Stalinists, and
reformists of assorted hucs take tho limclight on theso issucsd, -

The mresent cold war crisis has furthdrcd tho polarization to-
ward the two impcrialist camps, with thc tendeney to take sides
another obstaclc to be ovorcome in the making (and holding) of
Recvolutionists, B - ' o : :

The fallurc of an cffcctive' lcadership to arisc to fight the
government anti-labor drive has forcoed the ma jori ty to choose evon a
Truman against a Dewey, with the rebirth of a wecak optimism in the .
Domoératic Party, . =~ = v o

In short, lesscr ovilism, in all its forms always dcep rooﬁbd in
Amoricaon politics, is not duc for an carly dcomisc,

£

statements on the tﬁaks; 
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This gonoral situﬁtion clearly affects the pOSsibilitics of
reeruiting "avorage" workors or "jvrage’ people to a rcvolutionary
party, cspccially to a: p“rty of olur 8120,

In spite of the failurc of largec numbcrs of pcoplo to arrive at
o genuinely revolut ionary program “autom“tlcally the situation in
tho country can be described as gencrally favora blu to tho stcady
growth of a rocvolutienary party, !/ith the background of unsolved
domostic problems, and th'c drive toward war, largc numbcrs of youngish
pcople arc thinking about the problems of tho world, and morc or loss
consciously scarching around for o solution, Emcrging from thoir

‘political hibernation during tho war onto the confusing national and

intornational sccne, they soc tho nced for social change, and have no
rcady-medo philosophy to dpply. Whilc not accopting the idcas of
recvolutionary socialism, thoy focl no dcop antagonism to "Trotskylsm ’
and arc intclloctually curious about its idecas,

. Qther qnd 1 rgor numburs have startod our similarly, but drift
towards (at loast idcolerically) or cven joln political orgoenizations,
for othplo the Stalinist, Wallaecc or Zionist varicty, Howcver, cvon
when they 301n opponcnt. movoments thoy tend to retain their curiousity
and gan-bo, "spoken to", .The intornel difficultiocs of the Stalinists
heve® contributed to ‘préventing the ostablishment of 2 broad hard corc
similer to pre-war doays, '

sit.i .+ . . . .  ORIENIATION

.z, It“gs towwrd &hosv pollticallzod aend loftward moving pcople,

1nsido ond outsidc the Union movement, thot we must oricnt, Lhey
arc the omcs who Will bo most inter®stod in our idon 28, Thoy have, -
mepy Of; dhom, .ccquired, the political cducation end cxpericncc thet
cen b @ velunble asscts  They have acquired: the "political hqb1t"~
ﬂhpy arg tho oncs, wo apn hold if‘wo do conv1nco them,

% | We st not turn our ‘backs upon thom, cven when they belong to
opponont ‘political organizations., Their having joincd must be rom
ggrdod “s part of o sclcctive proccss which separates cut the more

potontlally rovolutionvry clements,

Our. job 1s to substitutc onc sct of ideas for another, to in-
doctrinate politically. Thére is no vacuum in the minds of
politically intcrecstod pooplc. Othor, difforcnt, opposing politieal
philosophics have got to thom first, Ve fight a hordc of political
gdversanicse Truc, they can be coteogorized into variations on a fow
thomes. .Truc, our idcas arc bettor, Truc, somc poople arc prcdise
pos cd-toward us os a rvsult of their es pcrlonco °nd cducation,

But our Party cannot of fcr thom o placc- now- in‘an importont,
mecaningful, and perhnops imminontly succcssful rcnl strugelc for a now
socicty=-or mnythlng clsc on a large scrlc.

Wic can offor the kcy to ~ futurc successful strugglc - our idcase
and thc opportunity to join us to sprcad them further -~ ~nd 1little clsc
becsides, Thesc idcas must he accepted agrinst the pressurcs of the
hostilc world, ﬂnd.wcll undorstood, to. rocruit :ond hold thecsc pooploc
to thc partye. - . :

Let us dircet oursclves to ocur main practicnl task -« pr t%j
z1 for the rovolut ionary Marm*&:.dOOIOgy. Ve must givc W -
¢ thc party wcltanschﬂunng. ldom c¢on this be donc quickly in
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" onc or two sossions and soldom (todpy) around any one issuc, It will
start out with curiousity or interest, then with following our ideas
for a poriod of timc., Naturally, if tnoy arc not to turn thcir backs
upon us immcdlatcly, we rust show them we "have sométhing", We will
have to apply thc party position to tho problecms of the day, and in
“such a way &s to dcal with thosc aspccts with which the particular
groups aro concerncd. Often it will tako tho knockdown-drag-out
political discussion -which most of us scem to have thought passo, It
¢an ccerbtainly be said that only to the oxtont thrt we arc influcncing
the thinking of individual living pooplc toward our conccpts of
rcvolutionary sociclism arc we mhking progrcss toward or 1Ly1ng the
foundation for rccruitment,#

Vic must rclate our concrete activity clescly to this work, This
will mcan, for thc coming pcriod the maximum of dircct party work on
a high polltlcal level, rather than fruitlcss camprigns, cnd time
consuming work in whlch politics plays only a small part, in the so
eallcd "mass" ‘organizations, :

UNIONS AND INDUSTRIALIZATION

The trade unions can be a more fruitful ficld than the small
"masd" organizations, which arc usuclly afflicted with the some
problem in rclation to the masscs of the pecople 28 the WP itsclf,
Herc the party program, cven whorc it coannot be earricd out, has a
closc cnd visiblc rclationship, to the deily lives of the workors,
Its cxccution can scom, morc o-.sily than olscvhuro, to be somcthing
for which'they can organizc practically. Hore it i possible to
posc morc of our fundomental idcas in terms of action slogans, in the
scnsc of what the wor:crs should do tomorrow if not todaye. Ve must
participatc actively in tho struggles of the vorkers formulating and
pushing forward thcir lorger immcdiate intercsts by dgitation for tho
approprictc demoands in the trade unions themsclves.,

Howcver, cvon in industry we arc freod with the primnry task of
"rcerulting a larger nuclcus of party mcembers beforc wo can make much,;
‘of 2 dent, Again this will involve substituting our rounded concept-

ions 'for thc rcformist and Stalinist. Whilc it is uscful to wmakc our
initial propaganda approach through the medifim of the aforcmentioncd
slogans (transitional p rogram and immediatc demands), in getting dovm
to cascs with the leftward moving workers we must concontratc on the
samc genoral idcological probleoms and in much the same way as with
politicalized pooplc anywhere, This will talke us away from the

general framework of thesc actions slogans so quickly thetp it 1s
playing with words to say that our main task teday -is propaganda for
these action slogens, ,

YIo crc NOT saying that-this is the approach for tho coming "period

‘in the scnsc of the noxt stage of Amcorican capitalism, Ve arc saying

that this applics to the WP today, considcering its general situation,
~ small sizc, political isolation, ~nd limited forces in industry. Evcn
now, howcver, whcn we find oursclves in o particulcr plant or industry
WYrith o _large frgctlon‘qnd 1n 2 f“vorﬂblc situation, we m@y organizc

how much of our time h“s boon spont in propnr"tlon for - or propmr-
tion for prepardtions for - actually getting around to talking politics
to pboplo. Vilc go thru the most tcrrific windup~ mes t cxtreme, a
"ecdmpaign" - to mcot o fow. political pcoplc - Who arc not imprcssed by
the comp‘ign itsclf - who could have been met clscwhorc inside of
thinty minutes if wo had gonc to tho right ploco at the right time,
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_eor participatc in progressive groups or assumc positions in tho lowor
rgnks of the union lcadership. But it would be utopian to belicve
that we ean overcome the general porty situation (cven. 10“v1ng asidce
“demoralizoticn" )and rceeruit primarily by ocur leadership in or linc on
the immediatc class struggles. Fven in favoeranlc situctions in order
to rocruit we will have to look for leftword moving vorkers acnd conw
conbroatc on giving thom a thorough roundcd DOllthLl undgrstgndlno.

Thore 18 no roal contradiction betirocn concentratins on indus-—
triclizotion and the oricntnticn wo have been cdvocating, cven 1f
this wcons work on political clewcuts in other thon trade union
arcnossg

1= Thc gop betwecn cur industriaclization gal and the prescnt
cchicvement is so great thrt we can count on 2 large number of come
rades bhowng availoble for the forsceable futurc.

2a This work will be importont to any live »narty, cven o highly
industriclized onc,

3=~ ‘Jork in industry cannot ho cxpocted to not ruch in the way
of rceruits until somc timc oftor its start, I we do not hoave any
grond schemes end illusions in ths unions the time nnd cnorgy c¢on in ’
the moentimc be dovoted to vhatover work will bring rcsults, verkiag
in & factory 1s not in itsclf on cxzxcusc for iﬂLCthlty efter working
hours. '

4~ The T,P, 1s 30 small thet it is at the dangor point, Varldng
on political pcople, where-cver they moy be, will get rosalts in a
much shortcr time, Incrcnsing cur size ond moking our work in the
f“ctorlos much morc cffoective,

5= Among political m ople contacted thru other than trade union .
channels will be found a fair percentoge of working class and union
mombers .

6« If it should be found tn"t to somc cxtent there is a contrae
diction (for cxample, having the scme individuals in NY and Detroit.
at the scme time) then industrialization con be given priority. ‘e
can worry about thc prevlcom of 001nf too for in this dircetion if ond
when we get to it, o

A POLITICAL TENDENCY AS A TIELD UF VURK.

‘iork on o politicel tendency con constitute a ficld of work in
itsclf, It provides o councontration of political nceplc, & group ve
con approach kmov ing thot the nroblem of one is the problem of 2ll,
‘here the tendency hins on orgo nlzqtlon .1 form, we have the advantnge
of being anle to approach thce stomc people aznin and again over o period
of timc, ' : '

Most importﬂnt, is that ony success immediatcely opcns up the pros-
pccts of now succosses, of working with the pmple we have influcnccd
or rccruited sc that their contack with or position in tho orguniza-
tion ccn be utilized to grin us still morc influcnce or rmcmbers, It
gives not only us but tho.ncw rmember somcthing to 46, o plocc to begin
to work for the party, By this method of operating, we can overcome
the proscnt difficulty of rccruiting an isolated individucl who shortw
ly finds hirgclf in the samc isolcted position os oursclves, ©nd worsc,
hasn!t our fully developed idocs to sustain him in - the movement,
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The party must gear itself for work among political groups by
1) providing literaturc directed towrrds thom, The litercturc should
be linked with currcent developrients, even with thosc inside their own
organizations. 2) Educating or cssembline a competent group of
membors for tiis tnsks Trying to talk cbout an orgaanization to a
member of that organization will quickly comvince cnyonc wro nccds
couwwincing of this point, 3) Having 2 fraction form of organization
consisting or those actunlly carrying out thc VOrK.

The Fraction Form

The ocdvantages of the fraction form arc orgeonizational ond
political, ‘'hilc many of thesc advantages would be found in any
brsic textbook (if there are any on the subjcct) they have boen fore
gonc by the WP in favor of work-lnegencral (gencral contacting,
campaigning ~nd ngitation), ‘ihere the fraction form hos been applicd
of nccessity, in the trade unions ond "mass" orgenizations, it heos
led to sclf-continuing activity and rcosponsible cofficicney ticd
closely to thc ups and downs of tho situation in thoe respcetive
organixations, '

A roturn to recal politicel work will of necossity mcan o greatoer
application of the fraction form. It will regquirec 2 compctence
and intimote knowledge of cach spocific tendency which eannot be
acquired by cvery mcember of the WP in cvery ficld, The work must be
rclegeted to organized task forces of spocialized pecople who pool
not only their ecncrgics but their brains acnd cxporicnce, and whe will
aevote themsclves. to study and roscrrch if nced be to acconplish
thoir task, Be competent or foile-no in-betweens in this sort of
work. ‘/e mean, howevcer, political competence, not the kind dirccted
towards rcscarching the exact numbor of toilets in o given arca,

THE STALINISTS

The Stelinists are beth o danger an on opportunity to us, It
is an unfortunctc foct that a high percentoge of the best pcople still
fall under St.linisb influencc, Host of theom have never net a
Trotslzyist . (% rcol cuwicsity os to whot the devil must be like is
an assct hore), Vithout arpproprinte contact and literature thcsc
people too wile absorb *the idecology ~nd lics and we can writc thom
off cur lists for a long tinc,

[Inlzine propog-nda amens those moeple con be fruitful, especidly
if it is relnsed to r»eal wventgs, chonges in line, ete, lic had a
goldéen oppervun.ty a% the tims of the Browder- Fostzr affrir, ond for
somc time afterword, Toousnnds of ronk and filcrs worc shocked and
confused ~nd willing toe liston attentively to onything shedding light
on the developumicnts, Txcept for publishing good articles little or
nothing wos done. Yorse yet, wo wore sc wrapned up on other thingse
or other concapticns-th~t we ncover became nwore of the pessibilitics
of the situations,

If wo &o try to convince political Stnlinists, we immcdiatcly
have %0 g0 "cyend the gencem litics of our usual ~nti-3telinism
into the whele history of Hussic and the comrunist and Stolinist
partics, weing able to give concrecte and deteiled proof at cach
pointe Amy well ploaced blow weakens the opponcnt for the ncxte
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The sad fact is, however, that the overwhelming majority of us
are unarmed with the literaturc, motericl, ~nd cven rcal kmowlcdge
to do the job, Thc usual rcsults of our discussions with cven
doubtful Stalinists apc thot we brush clbows with them, cmchange a
fcw words, "vindicatc oursclves and move on saying that they canl't
be convineced, ncver having brought to bear fire from the rcally
imprcssive arscnal available agoinst theme. The observations that

“these pecople have an cmotional attachment to the Sovict Union is no

roccl cxplanation for the virtual lack of sucecess in this ficld., It
is truc, but thc lack of any succcss cven on a pereentagc basis,
among thosc willing to listcen, indicatces somcthing wrong with the
method or lack of it in the convinccr,

THE LABOR PARTY AND OUR TASKS -

Above all, if wc aroc to act cffccetively, we must rcalize thot

~thc propoganda approach, cither inside or outside the labor movement,

cannot be conveyced or summer up in the statcmont thet our main task

is campaigning, or agitation, or "propagrendizing" for the labar partys
¥sing thc term task in the conerctce scnso of what to do, what our
activity consists of, to say that our mnin task is propagrnda for a
labor party is mislcading and incorrcct,

It is an cspccially bad formulotion preceiscly becausc the main
mistake of the WP has showed up most clearly on the labor party
qucstion, This mistakc has bocen to act as though we werc capable of
roising large numbcers of workers to political consciousness or
stimulating mass actions by our agitation, Not only did wc act as
tho we believed we were capnble of thesce things but raising the
political consciousncss of thc working class in goncral to the point
where it crystallized into the cleuwontary form of indopendent
political action - the labor party - became an indispensablc condition
beforc we as a party could make any rcal progress, Ve concentrated
on cchicving this prccondition with a dcsporation and cxclusivencss
and short-sightodness which made us ncglcet the recal taske-work
among the politically advenced, The "real" progress which we could
make only after the formation of o labor party camc to meon, in
practico, & dis-bcolicf in any considercoble growth cven by our proscent
modest mtondards, before the formation of a labor party.

Thus the impossible -~ actually forming a labor party in a given
period of timc as 2 rcsult of our agitation nnd nctivity-became
nccessarys The demoralizetion ir the party is primarily o resul inn
the lack of any succcss inovitably attoendant upon attempting to?gﬁé
impossiblce As 2 result of the mistaken idea of cur rolc, timec and
agoin we have violated in spirit party dccisions (lotest at the cone
vention) thot we do not advoeate o reformist labor porty but our anti-
reformist concoption of onc/

Seperaticn of the labor porty concept from the gencral france

F"The accoleoration of this dcvclopment, the work of agitation for .
such & (lebor )party and of active, initiating participation in its upe
buildingw-now morc than cver we rcgord this as cur supreome political
task of the day, to which 2ll otker activity is subardinated and to
which all other activity must lcod,” Resolution - The Situntion in
the United State§ and our Noxt Tasks - By Nathan Gould, Max Shachtman

’




i

e . A LN

~15m~

wvork of an anticaritelist progrom of a workcrs stnte, nationalization
under workcers control, anti-parlimentaryism ~hd cven nntiewar . :
means in cffect to advocate o reformist lhbor party, In the obscnce
of such 2 clear linking of the labor party tc on onti-rcformist cone
ception ond program , we hove too often left thc workers to £ill in
the lobor party with their ovn e= reformiste~ idcos of o lehorp party.
Rencubering herc our min task - the bringing of peoplc to the ideas
of revolutionary socinlism,-this misplaced anphesis cleonrly comnot
fullfill the function of bringing leftword moving pcoplc to 2ccopt
our bettored party ond prograu,

Propagrnda Approach Around Labor Porty Slogan?

At this point the rcader mizht be inclined to say "We cgrece
with you thnt the mnin task of tho party is to concentrntc on
politicnrlizced people, to give them the porty conception of revolue
tionary socinlisme, Howcver why canftt we npply the lebor porty slogan
corrdetly, on o high political lovel os you suggest, and be able to
scy the main tesk of the perty is propagendizing for o lobae perty?
And hosntt this formulntion the implication thet we should coneentrote
on cur industrial orientation, which you accept?"

Yo will not otbtompt to rnswer this quostion in the abstrect and
in general, but for the WP in the coming poriod. If we had o much
larger membership = if the actual forination of tho lobor porty were
o few months awnyethe answors misht be differcnt,

First of 21l their is 1little we con do nt proscent %o form the
lebor porty - cven (csnceinlly) our kind,

socendly, since the first point is no scerct omong informed
pcople, we cannot offer the concrcte nltornative of Joining the WP
in ordeor to fight cffoctively Tor thce 1obor party.

Thirdly, thc politicalized pceeple whom we wmust influcncc to Join
and support the WP nrc mostly not antogoristic and cven mestly in
fovor of whet they conccive te be independont political ~ction, To
mekoe . Vlorkers Poarty socinlists of them, we will hove to concontroto
not on repeating o fow (even corrcet, oven rcevoluticnary) slozons to
them, but on justifying thc idoos of rcvolution~ry socinlism, vhich
they do not o5 yot cccept. "Throving ths hook® at them, giving them
the whole porty conception woald be - frr more apt charccterization
than "propegrndizing for a lobor party', To clarify, to Justirfy
revolutionary Horxism to foirly political ncople who éo not as yet
aceept it, and prim~rily in the centext nnd fr-mowork of the laporp
porty slogon, is te assume of the slogrn ~n clasticity whnich it cdocs
not posscss, and of our members o subtlety rnd compstenee in applying
it impossiblc to nccquirc,

It is to mnke suzh o fotish cof functioning through o slegan which
is corrcet but not of universnl cpplicntion, th t we choosc the long
woy crounds (‘'hen we weont to put over the 'noither ‘iashington na
Koscow" idea, con we do this mosh offectively ~round the 1ahop porty
slogrneor circctly? How would wo rcally danl with tho concept thrt
gociclism can be cchicved by bveluticanry means?  How about tho SUpp~
0scG supcriority of thce Russian systom?)

This is our answer to thosc wio cgroo with the propag-nde opp=-
ronch and theink they sco it in the rosolution or corrodes Sheehtma

oend Gould.
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The rcal danger of their resolution is not mercly onc of lack
of cfficicney in putting over the propaganda npproach, The insistence
of the resolution on centering our ACTIVITY around the labor party
slogan scems to indicate & new coampoign, It certoinly will be intere
prcted in thot light by thosc who arc lookins for just that. BMlthough
the lobor party camprign will remain on paper-cs it must until just
prior to the rcally immcdiatc ond crucicl situation - ncither will the
propagrnda approach be put into practice for want of o clecar oricntw-
ation and practical perspcectivo in that dircction.

Even o virtual guarantce thht a labor party will be formed withe-
in, say, 2 ycar (and thero can be no such gucrantcoc) will not give us
& concrctc or gonuinc perspective of fruitful activity conducted
primerily around propagmda for a lobor pnrty, in the intcorim period,
When our. labor party ship is rcally about to sail, the gencral sound
and commot ion will be unmistnkecable, and we arc confident that the

WP will bec nboard not as o passcnger, but as a member of the crew,

(provided wc have ocur papecrs = cur unicn cards)
S ———

THE SOCIALIST LEFT

Possibilitics of rccruitmont from the peripheries and mcembere
ship of thc various Socialist tendencics descrve scparntc considere
ation, Vhile wc do not consider conccntration on thesc peoplc the
mrin activity of the Party, work ~mong them is both on opportunity
end o '"must."

The “"minority" stitus of the VP numcrically in rebtion to the
Socinlist poartics considercd scpar~tely 2s well as collcetively
mokes competition an importont factor, cspeeially for the WP, Une-
fortunately the majority mecking their first fovorable contact with
Revoluticnary Socialist ideas de so through other movementse The SWP

‘'is thc most importont for us to consider, but under cortoin circume

stoncds.ovon the SLP, for cxample, with its 1600 mcmbers could offcr
possibilities of rocruiting o group of Socinlists which though small
would bc on important gain in our ricmborship.

t/hile the number of these new radicals is smnall in relation to
the total number of leftist clements, it is large compared to the
gize of the WP. They arc the typc we oursclves hope to attract,

le strongly belicve that the WP idecs arc not only supcrior
but that, given rcasonoble consideration this supcriority is demon-
stroble, Even among the prcsent membership of the SYP therc are 2
sufficient number who, under prcssurc of cvents, arc bound to respond
by accepting our idcas, or idcas merc in harmony with curs. Idecs,
to be considered, must be prcscnted, For many who core susccptible
but not running around secking contominéticn, idecs must hit them on
the head., Most of otr material cn the SWP mrkos intercesting rcading
for us, but ncver rcaches the overwhelming mejority of SWPlcrs or
their symprthizers, e arc convinced that worthwhilc rcsults con be
obtained by bringing to light the more obvious and glaring failings
of the SWP linc in cencisc hnrd hitting litceraturc (prefernbly loaf-
lots) written for the purposc. Infrcquent but rcguloar well-choscn
timely material anctually placed in the honds of the SWP ncmbership
end their wider nudicncc is bound to give us gains far out of o=
portions to tho oxtromcly s ll amcunt of nocessary activity.
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If it is argued that this mﬁy disorient the WP mcrborship by
tying its perspective to the SWp, we enswer: ‘lorry less nbout our
psychology and give us work which con produce results morce theon come

ensurate with the small cffort involved, For the WP this offort will

mean not tail-cnding the SWP, but coming out of our hclc,

The pressures of the mtside uorld the 'smallness of tho perty
end i1ts incbility to offer lcadersh.p nt prcsent in the clnss
struggle effect adversely the possibilitics of rccru;blng and hold-
ing "average" workors cr pooplo to the party., At the scme time the
general political situaticn is such thnt large numbors of pcoplc
look for o solution te the probloms of thoe world cut side the status
quo, considering or following politicnl philosophics or joining
political mevements of a loftward dircction but cpposed to the ideas
of the Workers Party, Thosc pecople con be brought to accept tho
idcas of revoluticnary socialism only by consistent “nd compotont
work on & high political lovel, Our Heas must be closely rcolated
to what is going on in the world, amd wo must greopple with the ideeas
and stands cof the verious cpposing political tendencicse. The
intonsity and compctcnce required in.this toask dictate a nminimum
involvement in timceconsuming work nnd comprnigns, o maximm of direct
party work, and concentraticn on spocific political movements by
mcans of wide usce of tho fracticn form of crgonizotion.  Acutally
dirccting cur 2ctivity in this way connot be summrrized b rtho nis-
leading formulation that cur wmin trsk is activity arcund/proprganda
for thc loboer party ot the prcsent timc, Goetting the feel of doing
an achievable tﬂsk, coming into contact with and influcnclng living
polltlc“l pcople in o revolutiomry eructlbn, will be a long stop
in rcsring the moralc of the Yorkers Party, and lay the beasis for
morec ambiticus projeccts 2t 2 lnter datc, DMeanwhile this oricntotiorn
will meon net aoretre~t, but o necessary ond fnultful step in the
building of n revolutlcnary sccialist pn rty.




GAPTTALISM STALINISM AND VAR e

By Susan.Grcon

Lettors in "The Correspondence of Karl Marx ar3 Pricdrich Engels
(Internctiomal Publishers). from which the fullowlng quotaticns orc
token, show two things:

In the first placc, we sce that Marx and Engols, ncver cccuscd
by anyonc of social patriotism or of corruption by bourgcois idcology, °
took the side of Germany in the Franco-Prussicn Vor of 1870,

In the sccond place, the following exceorpts arc invaluablc bee-
causc they rcveal the motives behind the policy. How, Marx and
Hegels asked, will the working class nmovement farc under the brutal
renlity of a Benopartist vietory- over Germony? Without approving or
"ddgeppgoving thoir conclusions, it hos to be registord that Marx and

1gels, having in mind the lntcrests of tho developing socinlist movee
ment, ﬂi@p for supporting the Gormon Military Crfort.

Marx-~Engzcls Pogition in Franco-Prussion Vap

The first queosation is from a letter Marx wrote from London to
¥ngels on July 20th, 1870: "The French need 2 thrashing, If the
Frussicns win, the centralization of the statc power will be useful
for the centralization of the German working class. German prcee
dominance would alsc transfor the centre of gravity of the workers!?
movenent in Western Eurcope from France to Germany, ~nd onc¢ has only
to compare thc movement in the two countrics from 1866 till now to
sce that the German working class is superior to the Fronch both
thocoretically omd organizationally, Their predominance over the
Fronch on the world stage would al so mcan the predominance of our
theory over: Prcudhon!s, cte,"

Engles rcplied from Manchester on August 15th, 1870: "Tho
position seems to me to be this: Germany has becen driven by Badinguct
(Nepoleon III) into a war for her notionnl cxistence. If Badinguct
defects her, Bonapartism will be strengthoned for ycars to come and
Germany broken for ycors, perhaps gencorations., In that casc there
can be no morc question of an indcpendent German working-class movee
ment wither, the strugglec to rcstvre the national cxistonce will
absorb everytning, cnd at best the Germnn worlzers will be dragged
in the woke of thc French, If Germany wins, French Bonapartism will
at any ratc be smashed, the endless ror cbout the cstablishment of
German unity will at 1lnst e get rid of, the Germrn workors will be
able to organizc themsclves on o noticnal scale, quite different
from thnt hitherto, ond the French workers, whatever sort of govern-
ment may succced this one, are certoin to hove o frecr fileld than
under Bonaportism, The whols mess of the Germah pecople of every
class have realized thnt this is first and forcmost o question of
national cxistence m™d havce thereforc ot once flung themselves into
it, That in these circumstances o Germn polit ical party should
prcnch total obstruction a la iilholm(Licbknecht) and place 2ll sorts
¢f seccndory con31dcrﬂtlons befere the main consideration, seems t0
me impossiblc," :

{
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What could be clearer? The defeat of Bonapartism would leave
"a freer ficld" for both ths Germon ond thc French wor King cinss and
Marx ond Engels were for a German victorye. As the war progressed

:Qermans were fighting for national’ oxistoncec, Certainly, if and

" ing for national oxistonce agninst the Stglinist‘juggornaut;?('lt“

and involved the people of Paris in insurrecction, these men of course
cha nged their views(though it c¢con be ncted porenthetically that'they
did nct particularly favor the insurpection)s Their views on the
Franco-Prussian Var are important, Teday, as we face World Var III,
some of us, considering thoat questicn of "a freer ficld" for the
working class movement, conceive of the possibigity of having o proe
ference as to victors. Are we theréforc victims of social patriotw
ism? : '

In 1890!'s Morx-Engels Wanted German Victory If Var Camc Vith Russia

Twenty years later, discussing the position tc be taken if a
war broke cut with Russia, Engels wrotc from London to Bebel on
October 25th, 1891: "If howover the Fronch bourgeoisic begin such a
war nevertheless, and for this purpose plncc themselves in the scr¥ice
of the Russian tzar, who is also the cnemy of the bourgecisie of -
tho whole of Westorn Eurcpe, this will be thoe renunciatitn of Francels
revolutionary mission, We German Socialists, on tho other hand, who,
if peaco is preserved will come to power in ton years, haove the duty -
of maintaining the positicn won by us in the van of the workers! o
movement, not only agoinst the internal but agoinst the external foe,
If Russia is victoriou¢ we sghnll be crushed, Therefore if Russia .
begins war = go for her} Go for thoc Russions and their alliles, who-
ever thoy may be, Then we have to sce to it that the war is cone
dycted by every revolutionary method" ond sc on,. o '

- .
o S

Engels saw the possibility of such a war with Russia, ending
wlith the German Socidlists tadting power, but at least for the begin

o oy he would not have shunncd the military establishment
of the German state, In an carlier lectter to Bobel he stated: "You
are right, if it comes to war we must demand thc general arming of
the people, But in conjunction with the alrecady existing organizae
tion or that specially precpared in case of war,'
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This anticipated war botwoen Russia mnd Germany ngver occurrcd i
and the German Socialists never hod to decide whether "ngelst posie "
tion should be the official party. position, Obvicusly the Germon =
working class did not take power within tcn years, cven though there
was continued pcace. Engels! precdiction was unfortunately wrong),

Some Bona Fide Questions - &
' A

It is of course all tco-obvious that all these quotations rolate

~to events of 2 historical period far dif ferent from teday, But the

fundamental- fe therc, namcly, that Marx and Engels, bocausc they ;ﬂ
thought the froc development of the revolution demended it, were *ﬁ%
. willing to fight on thc side of thc Gormmn government and with the tr

German military csteblishment' to defeat an cxternal foe whae vietory.
wculd setback the rcvolutlomry movercnt, ' ' :

In the. cdse of the F&anco-PruSsian-War Marx said that the

whon Vprld War III domes, .the whole of VWestorn

Europe will bo fighte
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cannot be said that American imperialism tokes away national
existehce as does the Russian variety, !itness the Netherlands,
freely following & unilateral colonial policy=a dastordly policy
to be sure - which flies directly in the face of all American inte
erests,)

.

. Agcin, Marx and Engels argued thot bourgeois Germon central-
ization would be beneficial to the development of the working

- class movement; that o Bonoprrtist conquest would, on the other
~hond, homper thot development, Today we must consider carcfully

thot bourgeois democracy, even obridged os it will be during ‘jorld .

Vior TTIT, holds out a chance for the resboration of the working

clags movemenu. viherens 2 Stalinist conquest would meon: the anni-

hilction of =11 revolutionists ond the end of all independent

working class action for this period.

Concerning & possible war with Russia in the 1890's, Engels
9 wes for fighting for a Gorman victory to mointain "the position
x won by us (the German Sociclists) in the:van of the workers!?
' * movement." Thc onsweep of Russinn tzarism into Western Europe
would have thrown tho working clcss movement backs So Engel took
s sides, ¥hy is it not correct today to consider the necessity of
q aupporting the militery victory of the copitalist nations because
¥ . they will cfford the working class movement &t least o chance of:
survival? :

¢ If Vorld War III Vlere to Brecak Out Now

If Viorld Uar III were to break out now - say within months -

. which everyone believes unlikely, considcration of whether or not

“ta give support to the military efforts of the Wostern alliance
would become compelling, 1t secms to 'me, This necessity would -
arise from tle shattored stote of world rcvolutitmry socinlism,
.and from the incontestable truth thnt 2 Stalinist victar y would
‘eliminatc all possibility for thc restorntion of recvodubtionary
socialism in this period. Unlcss wé viish to deccive oursclves, ‘we
must admit thrt the revolufionary third camp is nowherc on the
-horizon, Wherc arc the revolhtionary cadres, whers the revolutionary
- partics, ncoded for tcaching this iden, for organizing. and lending
i the mnsscs to-fight for, it? Behvwecn YVorld liar I ond today, the
i farces_of revolutionary socialism hove been decimeted by war, by
counterrecvolution, by Stalinism, Dy Nozieism, _Thore is meft in
Burope only the sorriest trickle of o revolutionary novement, and
that confuged and Incffcectunl, 1Vho con rally the msscs into a
third camp?

»

2

The European masses, to be sure, abhor war in the very marrow
of their bones = ~nd they have nc use for capitalism, But if wrar R
breaks, out now, therc being no third alternctive strong cnough to "
afford thc hopecof success, the brutal rcealitics of military atteack X
v will moke military protection first in importoncce; sides will be
L : taken for clecient ol sclf-protection. (Such & thing as sclf-protecdt-
tion secems impossible in ptemic warfrre. Perhaps the wizzords of
scienece, now at work on it, will dcvclop a counter-wcrpon to the
atom bomb, If so, the country that hos such o wapon first will
have all gthe chips on its side. ‘/c shall hove te sce). The point
. 1s that as things look ncw, with no third comp movement in cxist-
ence, the first urge of Buropeans will be for cover, cither to
the East or to the West, Once, of caursc, docs not have o static
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approich to-events, especially not to warsy© Ncw dnvelopments w111
take places Theése will have to be awaited., -

It is asked: Would you support the arpoment progrom ne? Would '
you support the subjugetion of the western Eurcpean countries by the
| _ United Stotves as port of the military program®, Thesc questions are

- , foolish, tec Sociclists are not advocating warg ‘le~ rc not prc-
| paring for war,. ‘e do not cefnse ccting as Socialists on o Socialist
o “progran, /e hnve a program of domostic domonds, 'le pursuo thc
' “struggle for om independent labor prrty, le ecll for workers?! gove
ernment with vorkors' control of industry, ‘e push for thc utnost
cxtension of democracy, !lo fight for full nationnl indcpendenco
for small nations, Vo support gvery indepcondent cction of the
worlzing class, ilc condem the w~ste of woolth and lifc in wor, Ve
exposc both impeorialist comps, ‘'e popagate the world sccinlist
revolution « the Third Camp « as tho alternctive far vorld YIOT This
‘wrve continue to do, now as “Iw"ys.

If war brocks oub in the immedinte future and if we shruld
docide. thrt the interosts of tlhw working class, of the rovolutionary
movement and of humonity, would be served better by a victory of
the bourgeols governments over the Stalinist police state, we still
do not censc being Socialists. Ve do not surrcnder our political
integrity. Ue #istinguish owsolves from the western impericlist :
governments in cvery possible wgy. /e exploin how our positlion . -
differs from theirs. ‘le fight every effort to subjugate smell
nations, Wc oppose every attempt 4% homs to rcogiment the people cnd ¢
to imposc policc measures, Ye ally oursclves with every insurre.
ectionary effort of the pcoples on both sidos of the iron curtain,
. Above ©ll, if the ellignment of social forces chinges during the
war, so that o changc of position by Socinlists becomos the order of
the dry, we would mnke thnt change = even o8 Morx and Engels did
the Franco-Prussian ‘/or when the insurrcetion of the, Paris communards
altcred the vholce picturc, )

In the samc letterof August 15th, 1870, quotced cbove, Engcls
gave o rough outline of how tho Socinlist movement was to conduct
ol itsclf whilc supporting the Prussion side ¢f the Franco-Prussicon
g Yarg" ‘I think our poople can," he wrote, "join the notionnl movee
menteeein so for as and for so long as it is limited to the defence
of Germaony (which docs not exclude on offensive, in certain cire
cumstonces, before pence is crrived at); ot the same time cmphasize
: the differconce between German-national "nd dynnstid Prussian interw -
€ estsj work cgrinst any rnnexntion of Alscce chd Lorrainc,,,; os
soon &8 n non-chouvinistic republican government is at the helm in
Paris, work for cn honecrahlc peace with it; constontly stress the
¢ unity of intcrest between the Germtn and the French workers, vho
3 did nct cpprove the war ond nrc nlso not maing viar on ecnch other,.."

. Herec, theon, 1s somc indication cof hovr o Socialist party might
s support the milit~ry victory of onc side in an imperialist war, ond
el at the same time further thc cnds of tho Sociclist mocveweont and
fight for thc Socialist program,

i) : The argument is mode that if Sociolists should comc cut for the
: victory of the westoern povers, the workers of Buropc would ‘be

" . drivon into the arms of Stolinisme This crgument heolds no wnter,

gA Such workers 2s hnvc brokcn with Stnlinism hove been oble to do so,
g -up to now at any ratc, bocousc of the sense. of rclinnce on the
western power, But primorily this argument is not. applictble bee




cause .the military support of the Western nations b Socialisbs
wbuld go hand in hond with o political fight agoinst cqutﬂIiam

and war,

Bourgeocis Democracy = YWould It Survive?

e are told that there will not be much if any differcnco be-
tween Stalinist totelitarianism ond whet will be left of bourgeois
democracy after another war, As to such o prediction let us recall
that our prediction regarding the cnd of bourg 0ols dcmocracy with

‘Yorld 'lar II, woas far off the beom,

Confining ourselves to post-war America, there are mony trends
allowing of an interprectation that democracy has been deepened
rather than lesscned. This has happened because no wor today can be
fought without the ideological appcal to the peoplc. In fighting
the Nazil the agencies of the American government had to spread an
understanding of dictatorship, te implant a horror of its methods,
to stimulate o loplty to domocratic ways, This has made it harder
to abrogate the civil rights cf the population and to impldge on
the accomplishments of labor, -

The fate of the Tafte-Hartley Law in the 1last clecetion is an
illustration, This wos the greﬂt post-w‘r eff ort of big businoss
for the curtoilment of laborts rights in preparation for Wipld Var:
III, However, not only lcbor but farmers, professionnl and middle
class people voted it down, Now it will be difficult indecd for
big business to prevent the abolition or drastic reovision of the
law, Again, when the Democratic Porty convention this year adopted
the Civil Rights plank ageinst the old guard of the mrty, this re-
flected the genercl trend towards more demecracy. One might say
that the emergence of a liberal movement in the South since the war,
isy with all its limitatioms, a rcflection of the SpPO"d of more
democratic concepts., The attempts to “"demoerntize" tho army are
noteworthy. The current move to change court martial procedure,
with all its flaws, is o me~sure of democratic pressurc,

There are, of coursc, the activitics ¢f the Un-Amcrican
Activities Committec, the spy hunts and the iAfringements on indie
vidual rights, Just becnuse such actions cre tolerated as they are
believed by most pcople to be necexsary far national security, they
are very dangerous, But if one wishcs to be ¢c omprehensive, cther
trends must be reckored with, t00,

'3l

. We con see now how preparation for World Viar III hes incrooased
the propagondo exposing the conditirns under totalitarianism and
cmphesizing the woys of demcceracy in controst, As seen in Vorld
War II, some of this propagonda sticks so that it will not be so
eady for the ruling class tof asten those voery conditions cf total-
itarianisin upon the people,

The indignant respcnsc of the entire press tc the Dutch butche
ery in Indonesia 2lso shews 2o marked change in public recction to
undemocratic actions, In condemning the Stalinist conquest of
Russial!s European empirc, o concept has been implanted thnt opcrates
in all directions, l'hile formorly such brutcl imperialism was
blasted mninly by Socialists, todoy even the staurhest supporters of
Amerilan capltalism, cppose the“action of the Dutch, It is not
merely & case of wanting to s~ve "democratic face" or the face of
the UN, Rider sections of the pecople feel such undemocrotic actions
are wronge - :
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0f course the new tasks thrust upon the government by Viorld Var
III and the strain on the cconomic structure, will nccessarily mean
the projecting of more and morc bureaucr~tic end cutocratic devices,
Howevery this does not happen in a vacuum, but against the background
of the character of the pecople and the politiclesocial customs., - Even
big business itself h~s enough virulent individualism and ‘private
enterprisc" left in its boncs to resist the dovelopment of a police
state. 1In a rcsolution at its convention just held, NAM went cn
record os opposed to all potcctime controls, ohd demandcd the very
spcody removal of government controls os soon os possible after a
war, ‘with constant rovicw of soll controls by Congress to scoc if thoy
can be relaxed cven hefore the ond of the war, Though the NAM is not
primarily motivat ed by democratic principles, thc resistance to
totalitarianism is therc. Yhc can say now how mueh more Aricrica
capitalism can stand before it has to start using the knout in good
earnest?

At any ratc, it is by no menns a forcgone conclusion that tho
totalitarionism of the lViest will be one of the cutcomies cf vorld Var
I1l. Even with considerable regimentation in this country, probabile
itics_oare thnt remiining civil liborties would far cxccod the absolue-
te lack of them behind tho ircn curtain, Therc con bc the kind of
suppressicn and persccution vwhiich molkes lifc for the revcecluticnist
and for the revolutionary mcovement morc difficult: ond thorc is the
Stelinist varicty that mkos lifec for the revoluticnist and for the
movenont impossiblc, . , . )

If YJar Comes in the Future,.

- But all prophets predict that the war is not to bo fought immed-
iately, Time brings groat chonges, as we all know, Five, ten or
fifteen years will make a drastic diffeorcncc in the revolutionary
propsect, A ncw cddre of revolutionists will arisc, noew partics will
bc formed, o leftward movement of the masses will toko on more dowe
finiténcsses Revolutionary idecology will have had an opportunity again
to penetrate to the masscs and to be accepted by the most militant
workers whe arc now Stalinists, ‘iorkers! rcvolution, thc rcvolution-
ary third comp, may then have been taught widely cnough ond have made
such on appeal that its success can be hoped fors, There mey then
have arisen insurrccticnnry movements in the lands of Stalin to join
hands with the llestcrn workers, an absolute noccssary development far
2 true third comp.

If then such developments will have taken place before the oub-
brecaok of iorld Viar TII so thot Socinlists mny rcolistically sce a
hope for the success of the rcvoluticnary third comp, therc will bo
no ncecd for oven considering giving the Yestcrn clliance eritical
military. support in order to save Socielism from annihilation by
Stalinism. In fact in fivo, tcn or fifcen ycars, thc Socinlist aim
could bc, by rovecluticnnry mcans, to stop war from brcorking oub,

The conclusion therofore is thet 2 stand con Vlorld Viar III ncod

‘not be taken by rcvelutionary socialists right now, Shall we say thot

sufficicnt unto the day is the evil thercof, or-to be more concrcto

- tho actual world conditions at the outbrcak of the wor would hawe to

e wolghod carcfully before tcking a stand.” .Above 2all tho.most
tic appraisal of the forces for o revolutionary third cemp would
+0 bp I s 08 this soems’' to mo to be the factor most decisive,

) i .
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Thé Cold Wap -

Although we are not called upon ot this time to commit ourselves
on World War III itsclf (it nct beinsg herc), in cortnin countries
it is incumbent upon Sociclists to take positions on aspcets of the
cold war now raging. For instance, the question ariscs both for
Americon ond for Germnn Socialists whether to put forward the slo-
gan for thc withdrawal of tho occupation troops, A Socialist pro-
gram must, of coursc, call for o workors! government, for the arming k..
of tho Germon peeple, for 2ll democratic rights, for national gY
indopendonco, for workcrs! control of industry, 2nd so on, In K
national indcpendence 1is naturally implicd the withdrawol of the
occupying troops; however, it weuld be the height of folly tc push
that dermnnd now, -

Every sanc being knows thot the wit hdrawal of troops now would
not be cn an cqunl brsis, The Russinns could technically comply with
the demehd, and have made it, but in actunlity would leove 2 Russian -
trained and officorod German puppet army thatwould swallow up the K
whole of Berlin - ond cventually of Germany - as scon as the weste i
ern troops locft, Therofore, for -Scciclibs to cmphasize today the e
slogantwhich, if carried into 1lifc, would mcan the annihiliation B
0T tho Socialists ana tho supprossion Of Lo WOrking closs Ghot is N
Just beginning to Wakc up frcm the blows Of the war ond 6o feol 4
1ts way towards Indepcondent cetion, [Furthermore, cll the incipicnt £
anti-Stolinist stirrings in E-stern Europc vould‘be discouraged ~nd £
delayecd if the llestcrn troops withdraw,

\le often speak of what the msses learnod during the war in
thelr underground movemcnts, but we ncver include thot the masses ¥ .
may have learncd that, with todayl!s military techniques, military A

. preponderance wins the final viectory. Althcugh the underground could

haress ond interferc with the occupying Nazi, open victory come : g
only when the Allied forcos arrived, Certoinly the people behind

the iron curtain also lknow the meaning of military might, taught

them by the Russicns, If thcre is anyone in Berlin today who is not
a-Stnlinist and still wonts tho writhdrawal of the Vlestern troops e
atthis time, he has certainly not been Bzard from and must be in an i
inscne asylum. Judging ty the Stnlinist obstructive cfforts in the
recent Berlin election wven vith the Yestern troops on hand, it is X

casy to picture the type of clcetion, if any, that would have taken £
place if the chtorn troops were net on hond. o
Berlin today shows, dromcticolly nnd graphieally, the differs B
cnce between bourgeois democratlic metheds..and Stalinist totalitar- B
ian methods., In the Fussirn zonc there is in progrecss the terror, »
the purges, the genorcl suppression, forcrunners of the e¢lamping , g

dowm of the total police state, All vestiges of indcpondent worke . .
ing class cction are fast discppenring. 'horeas in the Vestorn T
zome, aftecr all is said ~nd should bc said ageinst both the policy "
end the metheds of the occupying powers - and the German pcople

are saying some of these things in actions - the life-size foct
remains that the workting people are beginning to find themsclves, to
orgonize industrially and politically in the cxercisc, though nd
full excrcise, of democratli ¢ rights, From this start, they have

the chonge to go further, ﬂi

It is imperative for rovolutiomdsts to know how not to commit
suiclde, as powerfully shown by Lenin in his argumcnts against Left .
{ing Communism (An Infantile Disordor), <The underlying principle 3

% of wlthdrawal of the occupylng‘%roops is simply n silly 1eftist o
. gesture o




~atem war ané o Stalinist victory first - thon considorntion of
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involved in Lenin's argumont on recognizing the Versailles Treaty,

1s ns applic~ble now as it was in thc 1980%s, The following quotow
tion contains the min idec: -

"But at present the positim is obvicusly such that the Gorman -
Communists should not bind themsclves: mon& and foot ond trice upon
themselves the irrcvocablc obligaticn of repudiating tho Versnilles
Treoaty in tho casc of the vietory of Commmunism. Thet vould be
foolishesss The possibility of successfully repudiating the Troaty
depends, not only upen thne Gormen, but 2lso upon the internaticnal
success cf the Sovict movementeseesHe Sovict rovelution in Gorumony
Will strengthen then tho internaticnal Scviot ricvement, © This is
thc strongest bulwark - agninst the Versailles Poacc, agninst intore

noticnal impericlism in gonernle..,”

"The impcrinlists of Framcc, England, cte., arc provoking tho
Gormon Communists, nand laying o trap for them, "Say that you will
not sign the "Peacc of Versailles," they say, And the Loft Cormrmunists
like childrem, fall into the trop loid for them, instead of mancue
vering skillfully ngninst tho troccherous md, for the moment,
stronger cnemy; instead of tolling him Today wo shnll adherc to the
Versailles Traty." To bind o 's hrnds bcforchand, openly tc tell
the cnemy, wne is now baetter armed than ve arc, winother or not wo.
shdl fight him, is stupidity ond not revolutionism;. To aceept 3
battle when this is cbviecusly profitable to the oneny, ~nd not to
onoself, is 2 crime; and thosc politiciens of the revoluticnary .
class who arc uncble to 'mencuvre, temporize,compronize,! in ordor. -
to evade an obviously unprofitable battle, arc gceod for ncthing,"

Again, of course, the situations arc vastly.diffcront., Then
the revolutioncry possibilitics were gtill at their pcak, Thon
there was one oncmy, capitalismg not two, capitalism and Stalinism,
But the omphasis Leonin mnde wos on tho ncod to save the skin of tho
movoement until strongth flowed into 2ll the limbs of internaticnal
soclallsm, Anything clsc was 'a crime," Today the world revolu-
tionary movement is nt very low cbby it ncods to be resteorcd, In
Germony the working class shows sismns of political revival, How
stupld, thon, in compliance with som¢ compulsicn of abstroct Toftist

puribtonism thot must say overything rt_ongo ond quickly, be Hoko tno
domend for the withdrawal of cocupyiile ¥roups from Gormony, WHioh

is asking t0 open tho- gritos 6o otalin and 0 out OFff tho smoll stom
of working cless dovelopmont that hos beon projoctods. Hovo. RO fcar,
as tho Uormon workors meve Bownrds.tho rériization of Ghoir Chhor
democratic ond revolutionary demands, arc confidont of tholir own
strongth, ary cwarc of the support by workers of other ccuntrics,
they will throw out tho OC CUDPYINg OrviLcS.e O )
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If the Yorkors Party cmerges from the convention as o purc and
simplc propaganda group, whoso function is to "presch the revolue
bionary mossage" without. vegard to tho compulsion of actucl life,
with the foith thnt eventusnlly Sceinlism must come - cven core an

various.tacties has no placc, - If, hovever,, wo still conside® cure.
: rt oand pupccl of the working cless and of lifc as it
_fnd 28 it may becom, we must woigh overy ospget of this per-

: 9xi g.qucation-9§¢‘ﬁpitalism,gS%Q;inismjapdwwpr.‘
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Editorts Note

Following arc the majority ond minority resclutioens
considercd by the Sccond Vorld Confercncce of the Joewish
Labor Bund, held in N.Y, in October, rcpresenting Bund
organizotions in 18 countrics.

These resoluticns arc published in this Bulletin
at the initiative of Comrade Ed Findlecy. Moroc cxactly,
Comrnde Findlcy submittcd the Minority rcesolution for
such publication, but bcecausc of the shortness of both
docunicnts, we arc including bothe It should bec undeore
stcod that they arc herc considercd only os discussion
crticles vhich may be of interest.

~R W

Comrade Findley!s notc follows:

"Phe following statomont is submitted as o contri-
bution to the proce-convention discussion of the Palcstine
and Jowish aucstions. It is felt that this "Minority
Proposal", originally submittced to the Sccond ‘Jorld Conw-
forence of the Bund and Affilintcd Jewish Socialist Orw
‘ganizations (NY, October 1948) is o lucid formulntion of
important aspccts of the guestions.

As my ovmn views coincide faidy closcly with the gone
oral lincs of this propogsal I feel justificd in submitting
it to thc WP Bullctin for publication,

Ed Findley" 'y
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ON THE JEWISH QUEST ION: RESOLUTTIONS OF THE BUND

The Jews in the World and thce Tasks Ahcod (stntcement adopted by the
‘ ’ Sccond Vorld Conference
of the "BUND")

The Sceecond World Confercence of the BUND reaffirms its approval
of the provious stotements con Jewish problems, viz,, the statement
adopted by the Exdcutive Scssion of the World Coordinating Committec
in June, 1948,

The Confercncoc considers,as before, the following os the basic
principlcs of Bundist activitics:

(2) The Jewish people is and will remain o people cf the world,
with nincetenths of it dwelling outsidc Palcstincg

~ (b) The State of Isracl, becing o rcsult of nn artificial
partition of Palestinc and being established by a bloody struggle
among Jews and Arabs, is not only far from sclving the Jowish prob-
lem all over the world; but also carrics groave dangers for the groat
and important accomplishments of the Jewish communicy in Palesbine,
evaen for its vory physical sxistenceo,

v
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The Conference therefore rcestates the belicf that now, as
before, the most important tosk ~nd tho mest pressing duty of. the
Bundist orgonization is to corry on the struggle for the national
and social deliverecnce of the Jowish priular messes in the countries
where they dwell; this struggle should be waged together with tho
Socialist md democratic forces cf tho particular countries ond by
concentrating cround the Bundist orgonizations all Jowish-vitalizing
forcos truthfully striving to defend the existeonce and the frec .
developrment cf our people £ll over the vierld, : 3

: - 48 formulated ot the First Veorld Conforcnec of the BUND, the
fight cgrinst fascism, renctionary ond totolitaricn forecs, the
dengor’ of o new war, md for domocracy, Socirlism ~nd intornntional
pe~ccy the fight cgrinst anbi-Scmitism; the fight for the abolishe
ment of the Displnced Person camps nnd for froo inmgration lows
doveid of nnticnal ond simllor discriminatory clases; the struggle
for cccnomic reconstruction ond o decont stondard of living for
Jowish workers; the fight ngeinst assimilation ~nd fop the frece
development , strengthening, and populnrizetion of Yiddish: culture;
tho fight for the ristts of tho Yiddish langucge nnd for its usc in
publlic mdprivate 1lifo; the strugslo for the cstrblishment of
nermcl basic schools with ¥idoish es thelanguage of instruction; the

- fight fo demoerrtic Jowish community courcils ond other Jowish

autonomeus bodies; the fight for sccularity in Jewish lifae, for
8oelal ~id for the viectims of totalitrrian regimos of 2ll fernms, and

‘similar issucs - remain, as before cf vitel importance to the
. 1 ’ s D

masses of the Jowish pcople nnd thoir venguerd, the BUNF., On these
issucs must be concontrated tho offorts of cur comrodes and of our
orgconizaticns all cver the werld,

The very same course of acticn applics to Polestine., Jewish
Socinlists mad demoerats, whersver thoy may be rust not linit
themsclves to a negative attitude townrd the Stato of Isrnol. They
should strivc to romove the dangors created by the Jowish state and
work for peace with the surrcund ing Arch states and for collaborae
tion with the Palestinian Arab population on the basis cf free
national developmernt of both nationalitics, insured by real United
Nations guarcntecs ad by the ostoblishment of o cormon Jewish-Areb
state constructed on the principlcs ¢f democratic federolism,

‘ At the same timo it is importeont for the physical n~nd spiritual
cxistence of our pcople, both in Prlostine and cutside its boundore
1os, thot the Palestinian community do not dotnch itsclf from the-

-remainder. of the Jewish pcople ~nd do nct beear = tribe or o people

of its owne The relationship of the verious prts ¢f our poople all
over the world should e kept up ond strongthoncd as much 2s only
possibles The Yiddish lmguage should be tought in tho Stoto of

- Isracl; thnt longungo should enjoy full rights ond privileges in the

Isracl schools and in publiec lifc,

Thus concentroting nll its cnergics upo6bn the constructive
struggle for satisfying the re~l needs of She Jowish werking moasses,
the BUND shrll continue %o play the vital ond lerding port in Jowish
life which it had played during its glorimus pcost, '
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Minority Proposal

- As a rosult of o thorough debate rcgarding the stote of Jews
in the world, the Sececcnd World Conference of the BUND maintains:

1, The Jows were ~nd shall remain a pecople of the world; the
Jowish problom alweys was, is now, ond will remein a world problem,

and o8 such it con be sclved only in 2 world scalec: it is possible
to remove rodically oll ingustices practiced agrninst the Jows when
and only vhen the world shall be reconstructed on o Socinlist basisj

2., Owing tc the war destruction end centinunl cmigration, the
Polcstinien Jewish cormunity grow both in numbers ond in its rela-
tive importeonce in Jewish life; the 700,000 Jows, whosc noticncl
consciocusncss and whose crganization are strong, now rcprescnt a
mos t important part of the Jewish pcople;

3, The British administrotive authorities did not, unfortunately
remakn neutral throughout the lost pericd of their rule in Polestine
and, in flagrant rcversal of promiscs given, supportcd the Lrob
faction agnins t the Jews with funds, weepons, ond militqry lcaders;
after the liquideoticn of British rule under thc mandate, the Palecse
tinion Jowish community hnd no chcoilce =Jewish-Arch rclotions bcing
in © stote of eomsiderable tonsion. but £o c¢rganizc itsclf into an
indcpcndent stobe unit; under tic circumstoncces only such ocction
oneblcd Lhe Jowish communitcy in Palcscinc to fight off tho attack
of forecign Lrob orwius, which arc led by and scrve the intercsts
ofpro-llazi feudal groups politically dominating the lives .of the
Arabs, '

4, The Jewish mrsses all ovor the world should incessantly be
warned not tof all prey to illusicns that the establishment of the
State of Isracl solves the Jewish problem on a world scale,.

5, The estoblishment of the State c¢f Isracl is but a pallictive
soluticn even os for ~s the Jowish populaticn in Palestine is cone
cerned, The poacc, the scewrity, the cconomic existence, and tho
political future c¢f the Jewish populaticn in Palestine con bc permie-
nently assuired only as o result of o Jowishe-Arab undcrstaonding in
tThe country ~nd of & sSccinlist victery in the worlds the Jewish
populntion in Palestinc sruld strive to arrive at o direct undcre
stonding with the Arab os scon os only possible -~ ond understonding
which should lecd to a futurc voluntary federation or to the ostab-
lishment of o bi.notionnl state; the Jewish commnity in the State
of isvrnel crnnot build its futuwre upon the uncertoin foundotion
of norrove-minded nationnlism nnd chauvinism nct only bececause such 2
course would be antidemecratic, but olso becausc it would be in
direet contradiction tc the practical interests of the Jowish comm-
unity, which is naw and will a2t best remoin o smell islend closely
surrounded by Arab orecs,

6, Rogordlcss of the political stntus ©f the Jews in the State
of Isracl, the clwscst relotions must bo estoblished between the
Israel Jows ond the Jews outside Pelestinc. Yot this roapprochcrment
must -nover occur on the i sis of the grently harmful n~nd wholly
iliusory vicw of thc political Zionists who consider the so=ccllcd
Diaspora mercly as a reservoir of mnpower ond meterial oid for &
futurc cxpansion of thc State of Isrncl both at tho ocxpoensc of the
surrounding Arab countries and in the scnse of the cventual liquide
ation of the Jowish scttlements cutsidc Palestinc;

R




1

~29-

7+ A cultural rapprochement between the Jews the world over
and the Jewish commumity in the State of Israel will be effectively
achieved only after the Zionists will destroy the mental barriers
which they have built up over a number of years between Palestinian
Jews and those outside Palestine, The Yiddish langunge, spoken by
great masses of Jews at the present time, should be granted full
rights in the public life of the Palestinian community,

8« 'ie deem it our duty to oppose ‘the "Zionist monopolistic
tendency. to mobilize all and everything for the Stote of Isrcel;
this course must beopposed Ly us as harmful to the existence of the
Jews in the countries where they dwell, Even the Jewigh community
in the State of Israel will feel secure only when world Socialism
will emerge victorious over the forces of capitalsm,

9+ The great majority of the Jews dwell ond will continue to
dwell in the countries of their present domicile, Thus the BUND
should dedicate its forces to the struggle of the Jewish masses for
thelr national and social rights, for the existence of the Jews as
a people, based upon modern Jewish culture and Jewish nutonomous
lifes This was and remins the historic mission of our prrtye.

e
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIUNAL RESOLUT TON

Substitute for (70) - Germany

70, The cockpit of the "cold wor® between American and Russian /
imperialism 1ds in Germany today where, simultaneously, the masses
cf western Germany - led by the Berlin working clos s = ore
struggling to prevent the absorption.of their scction cf. Germany by
Stolinism. The spectocularly successful sSruggle of the Berlin
population against Russian imporialism md its puppet SED Party has
not only administered the worst political defeat Stalinism has
suffered since the wart!s end at the hands of & progressive and f
rodical mass population, but has led to a new forward surge in the
importance, mass popularity and potentisl power of the German Social
Democracy, the revied Party of the Germon working closs., This fact | -
only reemphasizes the need for Germamgts revolutionary socialists to-
immediately join this Party, with the perspective of developing a
revolutionary wing., The tendency today 1is for western Germany to
becomc the political center of action for Burope as & wholc,

71, (Romain as iS.)

72, In fighting for on Independent and United Germany, the
chief political slogen must be for the convening of a Censtituent
Assembly, frecely elected and in noc way responsible to 2all or any of
the occupying powers, Such an Assembly sh~ll be o sovercign body
within o united and indcpondent Germany, It is fasc and misleading
to pose the political problems of Germany (in particular Berlin)
today, around the issuc of "withdrawal of th: Americon ond Lllicd
troops'; or to put uniloteral wit hdrawval forweord os o key slogan
in the strugsle for independcncc. To do so cbscurcs the spececial
and unigue problems confronting the Germmn indeopcendcnco mov craont -

a truncoted nation ond obove all the foct thet o Germen working
class,beaten down to unpreccdonted depths by tho dcfeats it suffcered
under Hazism end wor, facced = and still faces - the trsk of strugg-
ling back o6nto its fect and achiocving the decmentary nceds of sclf-
organization, As a purt of this strugslo, thie Gormen working class
is absolutcly correct in exploiting the conflict between husslan
end Amcrican imperialism to its own ndvontoge by cccepting Lmericon
moterial cnd cconomic aid, by demanding more cnd calling for sych
actions as "doubling of the air lift. " Rovolutlonists inside the
SDP should properly demond thot the SD government proccecd immecdine
tely to the organization of o nationnl militia (an crmy) regardless
of prohibitions imposcd by the occupying powers (ond, indcecd, ro=-
questing military supplies from thesc pPoOWCIrs. )
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Despite i1ts miscera ble and weok Social Democratic lcadership,
the Berlin proleteorint in particulor has shown the corrcct tactics
and strotegy by which 21l of Gormany will ultimntely be frecds In
turning its major cnengics tceword buidding a woll ogninst vhat is
for the moment 1its grentcst denger, Stalinism, the Porlin proletar-
int has pursucd the only possiblc policy, despitc the absonco of a
recvolutionary prrty in Gormony, The historic cxawple of the Saar,
and the more reccent position adopted by cur Party on Tricstec arc
. precodents which affirm the corrcctnoss of this position..At tho

#mc timc, the slog'n and aim of on "Independent Germany" clearly
indicates that the German rovolutionists who cdvénce it arce opposcd
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to all the forces of occupation and afe committod, to cnding the
A117ed occupation, It is precisely the success of the struggle
against Stalinism in Berlin which hes rallicd the pcople of western
Germany as nothhg herctofaro, instilled in thom their first ounce
of self~confidencoe and hopc sincc the ond of the wnr, ond advanccd
the re-mobilization of the prolectarict., In this conncetion, the
party recolls its now historic position on tho "nationnl question"
(adoptod during the war), for thc politicnl necds of the strugzle
in Gormany todny arc, propcrly scon, but a concrctizotion of that
position in pcacctime, Today'!s problems in Gormeny must be
approached in the spirit and tradition of that resolution.

Subsititutce for (73) - Morshall Plan

It is nccessary to vigorously opposc cfforts by Amecricon
imporialism to convert ERP cconomic aid into shipment of wmilitary
cquipment cnd suppliocs for the direcet aim of roviving the armics
end wmilitary mnchines ¢f the westorn Furopcan nations, ‘fhether such
cconcentration on the rc-militarization ~nd ‘“"marshallization® of
Europc trkes placce within the fromowork of the Economic Air progrom
itsclf, or a separntc program formulated ns part of o North Ltlantic
military-pret is of littlc rclevance, '

The rcsoluticn cdopted at tho July 1948 Plcnum on the llorshall
Plen, howeveor, procludes ¢ moaningful propnganda cnd politieal
struggle agninst such prospcctive action by imerican imporialism,
This rcsolution hes proved sterile and "negativistic" in practice,
preventing thc Party from developing on understondable and workable

»approach to ERP particularly during the latter'!s cvolution and

.

‘within o spceific political frmmowork,
88 the Marshall Plan is in . itsclf an indication thnt the economic . .

changese Our present position closcly resembles, in practico, the
vulgar "down with tho Marsholl Plmn" linc of the Stalinist movement,

regardless of the fact, of coursc, that the thoorctical motivations

bchind both have nothing in commnon,

To overcome this doficicnecy ~nd meke it possible for tho Party
to consistontly opposc the militarization of EBuropc by the Trumon
cdministration, while simultoncously demanding & continuation ~nd
cxtension of cconomic 2id in ~ll forms of rcconstruction, the Party
convention rojects the Plenum resolution of July, 1948 nnd adopts’
instced, the ariginnl proposals of the Political Committec, as
claboroted in the original EBADOR ACTION cditorinl, "A Socialist
Attitude on the Marshall Plan", Thesc proposals arc as followss

PEOPCS ITIONS ON THE MARSHALL PLAN

1) Ve are uncquivocally for cconomic aid to Europé,

2) Ye are opposcd to ony menipulotion of this cconomic aid by thd
United States, thce only naticn vhich cen supply this cid, for its
own ipporialist purposcs.

3) The United States, in offering cconomic aid to Turope , doos
so vith a vicw to fixing the Buropcan nations in the US imperialist
orbit. '

4) Tho Marshall Plan as stated by its authors, offors economic ald
The popularization of ERP

nid~?rggrgm of the US is dosigned to serve US political gnd ef

e

.
&
8
.

-
wgd
o




‘r T ' RN AR e e —————

L purposes in Europe, both with«réspectAto‘its pdliﬁieai éonﬁroi of’
‘ the governments receiving aid and the presorvation of the capitalist:
P system, S a

5) lMore spccifically, the Marshall Plan is intended as a program
-through which US imperialism sccks to contest Stalinist imperialism
in Europe. It proposes to free Europe from Stalinism by imposing
its owvn domination ovcr Europe, Vhile an cconomically réconstite
utcd Europe is cssentinl to combatting Stalinism the intervention
of US Imporialism may work to thc cdvnncc of Stalinism,

6) Vo must thoreforo stato cur opposition to the Marshall Pian by
wey of spcaking our opposition to American impericlism. Ve do S0,
howsver, without in 2any way obscuring our support of cconomic nid,
In other words, we oppose the Marshall Plan for its political
; connotetions, Any other course obscurcs the objectives of US
LR imperinlism,

7) In ynions, for cxample, whore the rmtter arises, we make our
position clcar by introducing.an ~mondment or o resolution of our_
ovn, as the cnsc may bo, which upholds the nocessity of cconomic
eld but states our opposition to imperialist strings on thet oid,
Such ~ simplo npproach is sufficiont to cstoblish .our diffcrence

, with the supporters of impecrialisme. Ye hove no nced to introduce
claba nte counter program of our wn.
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8) ‘Yle ndvocate the full utilization by the Eurdpean pcoplo of
whatever cconomic nid is givon them, rcgardless of the purposes
behind that aid. Weo sny that 1t is up to the Europern pcoople to
defend themsclves, with the aid of the. US labor mogement, agoinst
the political intontions of the Marshall Plon while evailimg theme
selves fully of tho aid offcrcd thom,
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