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A THIRD CAP POLICY I THE UNIONS

By Lorpy OtConnor
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1) It is necessary for the ‘orkesrs Party to further clarify
and concretize its general strategy with respect to the labor move-
ment end all popular mass orgenizations. Such a clarification and
concratization should serve to guide our party and its merbers in
vorking out tectics for each specific situation with which they
" will be confronted, :

Stalinism in Ameriéa

2) Our organization has a clear understanding of the general
nature and the specific characteristlcs of Stalinism as a world
phenomenon. In the Soviet Union stalinism is the ideology and exer-
cise of rule of the bureaucratic collective class, In the satellite
states it is the ideology and rule of similar clasges in varying
degrees of control by the ruling class of the Soviéet Union. In the
rest of the world stalinism is a political movement vwhich aspires
to establish a bureaucratic collectivist organization of society
with itself and its leaders as the new ruling class,

3) The pursuit of this' aim by the various stalinist parties
13 conditioned by the specific circumstances of the particular coun-
tries in which they operate., In all lands the stalinist parties
are subject to the control of the ruling cless of Russia, but in
- varying degrees,. o ‘

4) The aims, ideology, and rmethods; the ellegiance of the
stalinist parties in all lends to the Russian bureaucracy, make of
them fundamentally anti-wcrking class, counter-revolutionary, totali-
tarian organizations, : :

5) Though this 1is the fundamental .character of stallinism
everywhere, the specific character of the stalinist party in each
- country varies according to many factors. Among these are the
specific stage of the class struggle; the size and influence of the
stalinists as against other political movements; the traditions
and militancy and consciousness of tlre working class; the degree of
democracy existing in the country; the degree of actual control
exercised by the GPU or other direct Russian representatives,

6) The stalinists in the United States operate chiefly in the
1abor novernent and through other popular organizations (viz.
front provaganda groups, ¥allace party, tenant councils, c0-0pS,
~tcs)e. Their party attracts membership chiefly through its work
in these organizations, coupled with the prestige of the Russian
revolution and the illusions about the character of the Soviet Union
which they exploilt to the utmost, Their usefulness to the Russian
ureaucracy as well as the achievement of their ovm ambitions
denends in largest measure on their ability to gain and retain the
sunport of a majority of the memberships of these organizations, °

7) ‘The extent to which thre stalinists gain and retain this
support by democratic methods (i.e.y; by propaganda of word and deed)
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varies with the character of edch particular organization in which
they function. It depends on the militaney and consciousness of

the membership, the character . an’ strength of the opposition, and’
the organizational structure and the purpose of each organization,

g8) - Conversely, the extent to which their methods are bureau-
cratic and totalitarian is governed on the one hand »y their 1deology,
sims and social character, but 1s limited on the other by the neces=
7itie§'imposed upon them by the kind of factors enumerated above
in 7),

9) 'This coptradiction between the aims exd methods of opera-
tion most natural to a totalitarian, bureaucratic caste (wouldebe
¢lass) on the one hand, and the fact that 1ts success depends on the
-organization and exploltation of the social discontent of the prole-
tarian and petty-bourgeois masses in a country with strong democrat-
* .ic traditions on the other, irmposes on the revolutionary socialist
-opporents of stalinism the difficult task of devising a strategy
and adopting a series of tactigs related 0 it whichk will effective=-
1y destroy stalinism while at the same time preserving the movements
through which and in which stalinisa operates and leading themn along
the road of class consciousness and socialism, :

The American Labor Bureaucracy

10} The American working class is st11ll dominated by bourgeois

jdeology. .Its social, political and even economic thinking ranges
between the rost resctionary and the most liberal bourgeois concep=~
tions, but except for tiny groups 0? owpgenized or unorganized sSO-
cislists or stalinists dces not go beyond thoi

11) The chief task of the revolutionary socialist movenent
{8, .therefore, to fimd-ways and means to assist the working class
to rid itself of bourgeois ideology, and to replace it with politic-
al, social and economic class-consciousness and eventnally with

sociallist consciousness,

'32) ' The non-stalinist labor bureaucracy in Armerica is one of
the chief becarers and propagandists of bourgeois ideology in the
working class. Its support to and reliance upon the bourgeoisie
ranges from direct gsell-outs of the crassest kind to 2 pre=disposi-
‘tion to make economic and political doals wnich involve a minimum
of struggle, to policies of relative militancy on the nure-and-
simple trade union level coupled with ideological acceptance of
American capitalisme -

. ~-13) The labor bureaucracy jdentifies its interests with the
maintenance of capitalism on terms most favorable to itself,
Though a part of this bureaucracy is so narror and renctionary in
jts vision that it is quite capable of supporting, and in ract does
support, the more narrow and reactionary part of the bourgeolsie
traditionally identified with the Republican Party, ruch croater
sections of thris burcaucracy jdentifics its interests with the nore
liberal wing of capitalism in the Demeocratic Partye

‘ '14) VYithin the unions the labor bureaucracy maintains, fosters
and'prOpagates bourgeois ideology by two cnief methodse :
1981
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a) By propaganda for patriotism, ithe Amsrican way of life,"
"free enterprise,“ Tor the right of the employer tc meke a ifaip
profit," for the acceptance of capitallst lecallty (except hen coOn=

ct ¢

"
pelled, as in a strike, to do otherwvise), etc,, in its press,
sneeches by union leaders, ard sll osher propazanda methods,

b) By maintaining within the labor mevement its own burcaucrate

s 2
ic regine,

15) The regime maintained within the labor moverient by the
1ebor buresucracy fosters and proroves cap tzlist iceology in sever-
a1 wrays. liost obviously, the bureaucrats combab by all meens, rang-
ing from debaste to the most bureaucratic and totalitarian neasures,
socialists and workers who are arriving at class~consciousncss,
Boually important, nowever, is the fact that the burcaucratic ade-
ninistration of the labor moveument instils pascivity in the ranks,
re—creates within the lebor movement & similar relationship betirzen
the renks and the burgavcrats as exlsts batveen the employer and
worker in industry. dIinstead of self-reliance, solidcwity, and
militancy the bureaucratic regime in the unions tenfs to create re-
lience on and fear of the “leaders," suspicion and conflict-between
different oroupings within each union and even more betireen the
workers of different unions, a fecling of hzlpléssness vrith respect
to the ability of the rarks to control the unicn which reenfoarces
the feeling of helplessness tovards the employers ard their govern-
ment o :

16) Though the bureaucracy is bourgeols in 1ts ideolosy and
its orgecnizationcl rethods, its ability to meintain its social posi-
tion depends upon its ability to gain and retain the support of the
rmajority of the workers in the unions which it controlse.

17) #s in the case of *%he Stalinlst movement, the laber bureau-
crats must and éo gain and retalin this support »y means ranging from
propaganda of vord and Goed to the most tosalitarisn and burcaucrabe
ic nethods of suppressing their opposition.: ihe erployment of such
methcds varies from the most democratbic unions such as the UL to the
rest bureaucratic ones, such as the Teemsters, in accerdance vith the
problems confronted Hy the burzaucracy in each, the historical
development of cach union, the structure Of the industry in vnich
each operates, and wmany other factors, '

General Stretegy for:the Party

ted in paragragh 11, the chief problen conironting

18) A4s shsa
sverernt in America is to.assist the worliinz class to
e

L.
D]
the Socialist m
rid itself of Db
class~ independ

ourgeois ideology and to strike out on the »oxd of
nce amd socialismni,

12) Our party hes placed suca trarendous emrnasis on tre
ideolorical and orazanizeztiounal fight asninst Stalinisn nos 50 wuch
Benauss of the absolute strensth of Stalinism in Azmerica, Tmib breauso
L has most ef1 he sprcad of socialiss ideoloy In

ectively blocked the
s

oY
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20) In receng yeawrs, the Vorizers Party has adeopted the positic
hiat +he deieat or staliniom in the lehor novernient is 2o cucential
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a condition for the developrent of the cocialist movement in Ameri-
ca that socialists must support the American labor buresucracy in its
. organizational struggle against stalinism in those instances 1n :
. which we are not strong enough to conduct this struggle successfully
' as an independent force, '

_ 21) It is incorrect, strategically and tactically, to view

i the struggle against stalinist and bourgeoi ideology and organiza-
‘tional control as capable of being conducted in two separate stages,
one Following the other,

22) The defeat of stalinism in the labor movexment can open a
I yoad to the influence of revolutionary socialism only 1f it 1is not
. sccomplished in such & menner and by such meens as to Teplace the
- gtalinist ideolozy and stalinist bureaucratism with capitallst ide-
- ology and an eaually vicious capitallst bursaucratism, :

3 23) If the propositions set farth in paragraphs 6, 7, 8 and 9
"ayre correct, it follows that despite the funderental character and

. slze of the stalinist movement, in the United States it doss not

L wecessarily and in all instances saddle on the worlers in the unions
" and other organizations controlled by it a regime any more bursau=-
cratic and totalitarian than do the beurgeols labor leaders,

24) If the propositidns stated in paragraphs 12-17 are correct,
jt follows that at no time, even while struggling against stalinism,

}fmust revolutionary socialistsgive ideological support to the labvor
L bureaucrats (this we have never cdone),

g 25) It also follows, and with equal importance, that revolu-

{. tionary socialists rmst at all times combat the organizational con-
ceptions and practices of the labor burceaucracy, even yhile engaged

' in a joint strugsle with it against the stalinlsts. (See particular-
: 1y paragraph 15.)

26) Socialists cannot, therefore, at &ll times and in all in-
stances give organizational supnort to the #nericen labor burcaucrats
azainst the stalinists, Specifically, they cannot co 30 vien the
victory of the latter will objectively result in the replecement of
a weak stalinist regime which, in order to mainsain 1ts pover has
been forced to conduct & militant policy and to operate in a relative-
I 1y democratic manner, by a powerful, reactionary and totalitarian
. labor bureaucracy,

27) Vnen allied with a groun representing the Anerican labor
bureaucracy in a fight szainst the stalinigts, revolut ionary sociale
i1sts must at all tirmes maintain their cricism of and active opposi-
tion to all measures and policies vhich tend to reirnforce bourgeols
jdeolosy and bourgeois-bureaucratic methods, regardless of the ract

L that such ideolozy and methods may cloal themselves under the dise

guise of formelly cGemocratic procedures, an regarcless of the ract
that such criticism and opvosition may endanger the alliancce

: 28) The party understands that socialisn has "o fubure" in
"a union as long as it continues under the complste domination of the
stalinists., It must egually understand that it has no ~poater future

in a union after it gets under and as long as 1t remtins unier the
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complete domination of the labor bureaucfats.

29) The strategy of the party in the lsbor movenent rmst be
directed t.o increase the self-reliance, self-confidence, nilitancy
and democracy of the workers in the administration of their union
affairs as well 2s in struggle against the bourgeoisie, ilhether the
jrmediate tactical situation is cne of a fight against gtalinisnm or
not, the party must not employ tactics or lend itself to tactics
which contredict this strateglc aim.

30) The preparation of the working class for lts historic role
in the overthrow of capitalist social relations muct proceed siml=-
taneously with its training for the exercise of power under social-
isnis The most important means whereby thz working class will get
such - training is through its day=-to-day experiences in the politice
al ané econonic class struggle and in its experience.in the democrat-
ic administration of its own affairs. One of the chiefl tasits of
the revolutionary movement rust be to lead the workers in zaining
this pxperience; e .
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ON THE LLGRO OQU=STION

Decenber 4, 1948,

. Pelitical Committee .
“Morimsrs Farty
XBew -Vorz. Lew Yorx.

~ - Dear Comrades:

; Sirce the 196 Convention of the ‘/orkers Party, over two
¥years ago, our party has not had a well-dev~loped, clcar position,
“or line on the fegro Quasstion; -without vhich no American revolu-
. tionary socialist party can adequately participate in the class
struggle. By decision of tha cconvention, an amend?ent cn this
question by Saul Berg, which was originally desigmned for the John-
. son position, was adopted to thne iciinney position, The Derg
emenément nede changes in several basic points in the ledinney
- position; yet to our knowledge, the &rueundwent and the_ncsit ion
‘have never been integrated. Such an integration is mandatory in
'8 Bolshevik organization, \ : ' :

~ Since the 1946 Convention the party has operated with what ve
thoucht would be basic to any position-in-complete arrivecd at and
adopted by the party; nanmely "That onlv Srcialism can end Jim
Crow,".and from this, "iake Jim Uro; a criminal offeuse.” This was
- our comnlete line and prograa, all that stood between us and cOm=
plete confusion on the question.

However, with the eppearance of licKinney's article, "Can Capil-
talism End Jim crow?" in the April 1948 issue of TiTW TN INTTHA=-
~ PIOHAL, confusion turned into pandemonium, for those who read the
article concluded and could only conclude that licKinmey's ancuer
was a faltering, "Yes 1t can," or "Probably it can," thus chauging
"his basic position. : .

‘At no point in this erticle did Heinney state that his views

were a departure from the traditional position of the uariists

and the Vorkers Party; that the views wore his ovn ard not those
of the entire party; that his views should be consicered as the
reopening of the discussion on the egro Question; or that ho vas
“wrrong in the past about the ability of Amorican capitnlisn to solve
the question of discrimination azainst minority groups. St oven
worse, t e article appcared vith no statcuent <hatever by the
Fditorial Board of TIE WM DITEINATIONAL. It is valunble to re=-
peat here, what Trotsky said in a letter to a wember of the roomch
Corrmunist Party in 1921, when thers was a heatsd discussion ol the
French trade unions ~oinz on in that party and its press: '

"Po be sure, the columns of the press should e Oor.nel U eees
. with the opposing side glven an cpnortunity to exXpracs itsell,

‘But in every cas~ the edisorinl bonrd must make ibs voier noond,
othowiso the sooacr becorns horelossly disorierntod fl et eeee
This coan sSive risc to0 the groatest disorder, 1 the caisorinl sorrd

1985




n’?-

vacillates, Yy the hor hand, if -the cecditorial board stcers a firm
course, the masscs will choose the principled, correct and firmly
sustained Communist line, and re ec+ the confusion, equivocation, and
. contradictoriness orf all other lincs." (Emphasis our ovm,)

The principle set down in the sbove is as good advice for our
party tocay as it vas for the French Party 27 years ago, but there
are two important diffcrences in that situation and the one our
party is confronted with in re: the Negro Question:

l, Discussion of the Negro Question has stonped all but en-
tirely, since the 1946 Convention and thc exodus of thc Jehnsonites.
And .no attempt has beon. maae by anyone to reOpen it.

. 2. The Editorial Board of THE NEY INTERNATIONAL has no posi—

1on £o steer a firm course with on this question, cnd the rcaders
of THE ¥ INTERTATIONAL are not offered the opportunity to choose
a prlncipled, correct, and firmly sustained, nt linen

- . The responsibility for the lack of a position coes not rcst on
the shoulders of Comrade licKinnecy, but on the shoulders of the
Political Committec, i bolieve th“t this is sclfeevident, and in
‘viow of this fact we rzquest that you, as soon as is possible, do -
‘tho follawing so that the pre-convention discussion on this prob1em
will have the ninimum of obstacles in its pathe

L Print'this‘1 tter in thc PAR”Y BULL;TIN as part of the»pre-
convention dis ion m?te inl,

24 lee the on*lrp pgrty an explanation as to why an integrae-

tion of- the MeéKinney pos;tipn and the Berg amendrent has not appcareds .

3., Give an opinion or opinions of ’cninan's article “Con
CaDltullSﬂ End Jim Crow?" in tho pra-convention discussion bulletin
so that the party's gi°cussion of this problem will be facilitated.
(At this time no one kuows to vhat extent lLicKimmey's views arc held
by the rest of the pqrty‘s leadcrship, and if othor points of view
ere not for"chcovinrr from the leadership, thosc in the ranks who
disagree Vill have to prepare their owm posltlon )

: 4, Draw up & statement of opinion on HcKinnhy' article to

- be printed in the next issuc of THE NV INTRRIATIONAL where the
ertiéle appeared, so-that the thinking of our recaders can ba clari-
~fied, - :

5« Vithdraw ns to publisi the pam“hl t on tho iiogro Oucse-
‘tion vhich is now the prlntkrs. The poerty hos no idea of "ot
linc, position or program this pamphlot contains, and the pruarhlet s
author, McKinncy, has in a round-about fashion roooonﬁé the discuse
~sion thﬂt mgy change our line, Thus the penwnlot vill bo of no usce

f-J'd

l

”raternally submittcd,

Sﬁﬁ EﬁlfCI°FO PAY ARTA VRANCH

FOKTRS PARDY
1986
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RESOLUTTION ON THE RFCOISTRUCT ION_OF THE
: SOCIALIST TITERNATIOHAL

, 1, The Workers Party. recognizes as one of its prime tasks to
‘help in the reassembling and politicel clarificatlon of the
scabteéred and decimated forces of revolutionary socialism in the.
world, ‘ : '

' 2, It doss not, however, view the realization of this task
through the artificial creation of internotional organizations waich,
in presuming to speak for and to the world woarking:o#ses, serve

only to discredit the vzry idea of a socialist .international, Thus,
the Vlorkers Party. rejects e¢ompletely and in advance any effort to
erect a new socialist International, while the forces for that
International represent no more than a few isolated sects, 4 new
socialist International must be capable, organizationally and
politically, of speaking for a siznificamt section Qf the working
class, . o

. 3. The Fourth Internationalist movement has declared its own
doom as an international center of revolutionary regroupnent by
1t s demonstrated inabilitwsto assess the .major issues of nmur day,
‘notably with respsct to Stelimism, the nstional -struggle ard the
struggle for democracye Politically it Ims tended to degenerate
increasingly into the le ft-wing of S5talinism, It has become a fu-
tilealignment of grouplets without any senblance of mass influence,
The leadership of the Fourth Intsrnational has, by its pretenticus
claims to world authority, merely underscored the sectarian sterili.
ty of the Fourth, Bureaucratically dominated, politically discredited,
it ¢an in no way serve as a center of revolutionary attraction to-
daye ' : ‘

4, All recent experience with the Fourth Interna tional requireés
that the Workers Party abandon any attempt to seck membership in it,
To do so would, in its opinion, require an intoleravle violence to
its program, given the bursaucratic decisions and resimes of the
Fourth leadership; it would as well undermine the seriousness with
which a socialist ‘international must be approached in concept and
achievement . However, tke 'orlers Party remains, as it always has
been, ready to collaherate in closest fraternal associstlon and
discussion with tha enmrades and groups of the Fourth International,
The Workers Party holds that to becoms part of the organization
of the Fourth would, in actudlity, block the discharge of 1its ine
ternational responcibilities,

+5¢ The work of the party during the last few years indlcates
the direction of the rarty's worik and its possibilities, The partyls
literature ard correspondence has hed a mrked effect in redressing
the political directinn of numcroas larxists and Larxist groups.
ihere the party be-an with viertually no internationsl contacts a
few years ago, it has, through patient ard fraternal rolitical in-
tervention, made its influence felt vwidely among Fourth International
groups, and outside these as well., I{ has undertaien a spceial
responsibllity with respect to prouoting an understanding of
Stalinism,. and discharged thot responsibility with considerable suce
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cess anong the manv'friends it ‘has establidmad in the European coune
tries. » )

6e The pattern of international development to the point where
the worlkking class can once again look upon a specific body a3 its
" international upoxﬂsnmn, as with the pgreat Internationals of the
past, cannot now be foreordained, It cannot be "legislated" into
.existence by & handful of revoluti onists, lNaintaining the closest
association with the various socialist elements, revolutionary larx-
ist and centrist, who are prepared to discuss principlecs eand program
with us, to woirt with us toward corrion objectives, we can contri-
bute significantly in elsaborating an international program and lay-
ing that orgenizational groundwork which will eventually bear fruit
in a world-wide organization of socialist labor. Such an organiza-
‘tion cannot be conceived or established exclusively by “T*otsxyist“
- groups or on the basis of ultimatistic demards that the "Trotskyist"
program be adopted, The socialist InSernational will be recone
- structed by a mutuel clarification and fusion of various revolution- -
- ary currents, Towards that end the liorkers Party stands ready to
collazearate actively in all afforss desimed to promote such
. programmatic clerification (as, for exarple, a periodical for in--
ternational socialist discussion) and the growth of revolutionary
forces. Towards that énd the ‘orksrs Party is prepared to work
In intimets collaboration with such groups as the ASR and RDR in -
France, thec POUM in Spain and‘siﬁﬂl°r tendencies in other lands.
In this collaboration, the Vorkers Party will continue to put fore
ward the principles and'policies which it has worked out in tho
past c¢ight years and seck, in comradely discussion with all others,
to have 1ts views. incorporated into tgg foun&ation of the new .
InternutiOQal. C ‘

. POLIVICAL CQUITTEE OF THE
- N JORKERS PARTY

December, 1948.

A

an
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THE SLOGLH OF £ INDEPTHDEUT MWESTERI UHION
.

The probler of Europe may be sumred up in this ways to over-
.come the ravazes of the Second ‘orld '/ar by such an economic and
political reconstruction of the continent as will assure prosperlity
and freedom to the people and overcome the growing peril of reactione
ary éictatorships and involvement in the Third ‘‘orld !ar,

o HMors clearly than anywhore else in the world, Europe is today
" bisected in two directions. Horizontally, it is divided by %he
class struggle in every country. But in most of the European coun-
tries, this struggle is heavily overlaid and thereby grossly twisted
and deformed by the conflict between american and Russian imperial-
ism end their respective agencies. Vertically, it is divided geo=-
graphically into an East, comprising those countries dominated hy
the naked force of Stalinist tobtalitarianism, and a test, comprising
those c¢ountriss which are economically dependent uron and thereny
dominated to one degreec or another by American imperialisn, IZurope
cannot solve its provlem under these conditions. They can only lead
to such an economic reorganization of the continent as will make
the natural resources and productive equipment of each, sector serve
. the war machine of the imperialist eamp to which it is attsched, as
" will transform 1ts manpower imbo cannon-fodder, as will convert its
" lands in%6 military outposts and battlefields of the two belliger=
- ents, as will dssure such a foreign domination over each that no
" ~European nation can any longer vork out its own destinys All this
" will only hasten immcasurably the utter ruin of the continent, TO
‘find a way out under the present conditlons is impossible, The
conditions must be changed fundamentally.

- Phe change requircs the establishment and consolidation of a
power that can counteract and rosist domination by cither one of the
imperialist gisnts, that can rcprésent a force actively combatting
the danger of the Third iorld uar, No country of Europe, taken by
itself, can bs such a force, But the unification of all the coun-
tries of Europe could constitute such a force,

- Do speak of the unitication of all the countrics of “urope 1s,

however, an abstraction at the present time. The prospect of such a
unification ond the strussle for it con be rendercd concrote only
by taking for its imaediate basis thosc countries which not only have
common probloms and necds but vhich have in corrmion a similar objcce
tive situstion, 2 similor relotionship of forces, a similar rhythm
of dcvelopment of the class struggle., A quarter of a contury anc,
the liarxists colled for the "United States of Furope" as a slogin
vhick best met the ncod of finding a way out of the impassc in which
the split-up cconomic unit knom as Europc found itself, The slogan
of the "Unitcd States of FTurope" was not put forvard then in opposi-
tion to the idea of a llorld Fodoration, but boceousce the situation in
Europc could not be judged in the samc wey as tho situation in the
rest of tic world, bccause the social problom presented itself

“differently to the peoples of Durope than it did to the pecoples of
the world as a vhole., The slogan which best mects the nced of finding

\ 9-89_- -




-11-

a way out of the impasse in vhich Europe find itself today, vhich

“can bacome a new noint of departure asrd a nev impulsion for a re-

avakered ard reoriented vorkking class and sccielist movement, 1s:
An Independent :/estern Europe, # :

The slogan of an Independert ‘iesSern Union is addressed in the
first place to such countries as Great Britain, Frence, Cernany,
Italy, Belgium, Holland, Luxemburg, Austria-and the Scandinavien
countries, These countries make up not only & more or less. cowpact
geographical unit, but also an economic unit viiich, vhile not come
pletely selfasuf ficient, would be sufficienily poverful to assure &
speedy pace in the reconstruwetion of all the countrics ard a high
degree of indepsndence of action. But most important of =zll, this
slogan is addressed to these countrics because of all the nations of
Europe, these slone have working class economic and -rolitical rmovee

ments with sufficient freedom of action to accemplish the ualfica-

tion of the ir countries without waiting unsil the political situse
tion of “he other countries (not only of the ‘rorld in gensral but
of the rest of Europe in partica la») is siwmilar to the stage reached
by the situation in the couniries of Uastern Europeik

Horever, a vroad moversnt for such a Union would have a pOVEr =

 ful effect upon the pecple of the ctler countries of Europe, above

all the countries ruled by Fascist or Stalinist regimes, vhere no

.gerious progress is possible without the c¢irect overthrow ol totali-

-

tarian rule, The .formation Of an Independ ens liestern Union along
democratic and socializt lines would grootly stimulote popular movew-
ments to get rid of totalitarianism and would constitute a rallying
center for all peoples and countries of Zurcpe o seek to escape
domination and involvement in the irar by e ithe™ American or fussian
imperialism, ‘ '

.

An Indevendent ‘Jestern Union, and %he struggle for its achieve-
- A H D

ment, is calculated to lead the Turopsan countiries out ol the Hlind
3 -

alley to which they are conmiemmned by the ir dependence upon the ecow
nomic and therewith the political tutelase of American impsriellsm,
Not g single ons of *he Ewopean countries can exist independently
because it cannot exist as an independent economic unit. A unified
Yestern Europe, relying primavily upon 1ts herwoniously integrated
economic resources, can exict eni act as en independent unit, Such
s Union, therefore, would make possivle the irndependence of these

. countries -from Harshellization by ireric an irporialism and av the
. gsame +tire would constitute a poveriul assurance a~sainst assau 1t and

doninetion by Fussian imperislism,. By the sare tolon, the struzgle
for such a Unicn -ould help enormiously to restore the cenfidence of
the people, end of the working class méd sccialist rovorents in
particular, in their ocm .porer, a conficcnce “1ich the vaer, the posie
war periocd end the prescnt blind alley of Zurope have gravely under-
rmined. The worrin- class of these cowmtries ropresents nvecisely
the kind of soazial powar vnich is capeble of wiibing estern Eurcepe
into @n economic =nd politizal wunions It is the ouly social pover
capebls of uniting iv on & deriocrasic and socializt basis, as the

. first mé most importans sbtep in tio dlwrection or achicving i Unived

States of all of Europe,

The call for o "'estern Union is not coafined to the socialist
rovement, LIndeed, i5 hag already been initiz ted by bourgceols and
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4mperialist forces, prominently inclvéing American Imperialism it-
self. The United 3tates serks to organize Yestern Eurcpe into a
single bloc so that it mag be more unitedly and integratecly suve-
jected to the imperialist aims of t“ashington anc most thorouzhly
and consistently mobilized on the side of fmerican imperialism for
the Third World ‘/ar, Tosard this end the United Staites 1is ready to
. subordinate the speciel aims and interests not only of every Europe-
an nation bBut of the bourgeoisie of every nation to the overriding
aims end interests of ‘;ashington. It is not inconceivable that un=
“der cértain circumstances the United States would be able to imnose
- such a unification upon ‘iestern Europe. But preciscly because 1t is
. imposed from ahove by a reactionary pover, becaus e it would be come
pelled to serve reactionary ends, a liestern Union thus achieved 4
. ‘would have the same kird of retrogressive and celamitous consequences
of the "Europeen Union" imposed from above, and by military force,
by Hitlerisn during the Second Yorld i/ar and for the purpose of
promoting the interests of CGerwmen imperi elism in the var, Encland,
on the one hand tlwoug Churchill and on the other through the
. . spokesmen of the Labour Government, also seeks to establish a legte. .
“ern Union. But its aim is to establish a union of *“urope under o
"Britism domination for the purpose of restoring the old British
hegemony of the continent and, with the aid of this enhanced position,
to come clovwer to a position of equality with its now greatly super-
jor imperisclist pertner, the United States, in the coming struggle
with Russis for world dominien, Thus, while the woxizing class is
" not the only purer capsble of bringing the countries oI turope into
an economic unit, it is the only porer capsdble of cdoing it in a
menner that contributes decisively to the reconstruction, peace and
freedon of the peoples, R ‘

: The position of the Harxists is not and cannot be simply de=-

. - termined by the position talken by the bourgeoisie . It must be de-
_termined indeperiently Dby the objective situation eand the needs of
the working class, It is on this basis that the Ilerxzists put forward
the slogan of an Independent ‘‘estern Union, The slogan represents
for them a stage in tlo struggle for democracy and socialisii,

© An Independent ‘festern Union demanls a voluntary cecision on
the pert of all the countries entering into iv., It excludes any
infringement upon the demwocratic right of national seli-dectermination
of eny participating nation by eny otler., ToO bomin with, its funce
tioning recuires no greater self -limitation upon the soverecisnty of
each nation than this, that placed at the disnoseal of tnc Union are
‘a1l the economic resources or all the particinating nations, to be
organized, exploited and shered in cormon, Tne primary rrercquisite |
for this is the complate abelition of all customs barriars now
dividins the ‘Vestern Turopcan countries, and the establisiitent of
a single stable currency common to all of them, which alone cnn maie
“possible a harmonious economic recons truction of thase couniries
‘on the basis of economic independence from American irperinlisnig
'This economic independence in turn malke s possible corplege political
indepondence from Amcrican imperialism, at hom and in th internte-
tional rolitical arena, At the sae time, 1% consolidates o founca-
tion vhich cannot b underained by Stalinict demagozy and yeaction,
The qucstion of the speed at which the participating nations will
abandcn the nowv jealously ruarded barriers of national sovercimoy
and tho shtares traversed in the achieverent of & single rederatoed
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state,heed not be resolved'today. ~~'--'-_'.‘

An Independent ijestern ‘Union is possible, and cen he counter-
posed to all l"'J.D?l"lBllSu scheme s parading uqr‘f‘r that name, only on
the basis of the boldest and moss thorcu:h*o:.ncr w)pla.camon of demo-
cratic pnnc,.plvo. This nsans, first ol all the renunciation by
all participants of eny imperialist "rishts' to dominate colonies
and .possess:.ons novr urder their mle It mzans , at the came tine, -
the most extreme democratic reforms of the politiceal s‘cruc’cure ‘of
evary one o the countries in gquestion, 1% ﬂoan.,, in the second
place, the full eassurance of &l 1l democratic rishts and ur\qual fied
equality especially to such participants as Germany, Italy and
Ausztria,; namely, the withdrawal of &1 occupational troops, the can-
cellation of all forms o1 war-tribute and war-reparations imposed
.upon them, the lifting. of all forms of political and economic dis-
anility to.vhich Hwey are no: subjected. It meads,” in tie third
place, ‘that the »roper functioning of the economic machinery of
the Unicn shall be assured oy unhe itatingly removir;; all obstacles
to it constituted Yy rrivate ovnorohlp of 1nc1us.,r3.c.1 or financial’
ronopolies, and by unhesitati ngly inposing the mosth drastn.c Cal')lua].
levies wherever and whenever they are required,

The slogan for en Independent lYestern Unlon necessarily goes
hand in hand with tho slogan, in all these countries, of the most
rapid possible establishment ,of Labor or Socialist Governments,

The revolutionary lMarxists in Furope are condemmad to ste ‘lliuy out =
side the ranks of the popular ard democratic mass movenents oi the
workers, In virtually all thke countrics of uestern Europe, these
movemonts are represented by the Social Democratic parties, In
" these parties, the Larxzists must becoms the_ most articulate, active
end consistent champions of the slozanss: "Our party nust wori and
f:uht ‘to taie over the governmens mannenaﬂrtl"l The vorlmrs! govern-

nts of Europe must unite into an Indepe ndent ‘estern Unioni" It
1s only undsr such, .gove nuexrbs tnat an Inaene vner\t \:E‘otem Unlon is
roel'izable. Fen REEC ; » A e
. -t . :

~ In putting forv ard thls position and these slosans, the Harx-
ists remain fully aware of the nature and the limitations of 3o0cial
Democracy and reforaism in goneral, To the question as to whether
or.not the Sccizl Dewocratic ard Leaborite partlns can qonmva SeNU=
ipe workevs' g -overnuent s ard o ¥estorn Urion thet is genuinely
Independent of imperialist dom.n'ulon, ulllu"lcps or policies, they
do riot zive a dozmatic answer that would pre'*lude the mobilization
of .the wviorkers in & struggle "O'E‘«Chiﬂ"f_’ such geverniientbs and suecn a
Union throui the redium of those porties and instruments vhich nave
the confidence of the workers ul'lCJS clves, Tha revolutlonary (ErXe
ists retain in M1l their confidence that the workers can and will
le'arn through their own fighting expericnces, in wlhich the lizriists
thems l":as vill parulcuﬂ_wn fully anl equzlly ard vith their own
prozrau, all shat is required for the earlisst and comrlete realiza-~
tion of the scecia 13.“1: objective., Ior the wakers to lear: -frou
their om fighting erpsrience in Durops today requires the rost
encroctic, conscicus and ccaneissent advocacy of the 1“mn":.*:.um'*
joined sloganss For a sccialist government )} For an Indepsudont
Yestern Lnlonl '
. . POLIT ICAL CONMIFITTER OF TUE
Doeewber, 1048, I VO RS PANTY
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A WORK ING PERSPECT IVE

By Vincent S, YWheelon (Calif,)

Fungous Stalinism, feeding on the decay of the Russian Hevolu-
tion;, has perverted sociallist orientation among the masses of the
world, But the Socialist Yorkers Party, to whom Leon Trotsky be-
queathed unsullied the legacy of Harxian Leninism gravitates tovard
Stalinism, becores monolithic, corrupts its heritage and secduces
the Fourth International, The Yorkers Party remains the only van-
guard organization capable of resuscitating revolutionary leadership
on a global scale, : ' ' : :

, Bresk from the Socialist YWorkers Party of the Workers Party fac-
tion precipitated by a dispute concerning the nature of the Russian
regime, was actually consummated because the founders of our organi-
zation refused to surrender the fundamental principle that one or
more opposing tendencies can exist in the same vanguard party. These
comrades were responsible for rescuing frem malicious perversion,

if not oblivion, a maxim that gulded the pre-Stalinlst party of
Russia, R

But since the controversy leading to the split took place at a
time viren the questions involved did not possess the clarity vested
in them 2t the present time -~ thus constituting subjects having
1ittle interest for the averare militant, leaders of the dissident
group were (end Mad to be) theoreticiamns of an extromely hlgh call-
-bep.s , :

Vhile they subsequently became leading cadremen of the Yorkers
Party, they were not (and are not now ) geared Dby background and eX-

'-.periencg‘to'thgmgggpgrgmgggl atmosphere and "1anguage‘ of the shop,

the factory and the figlds Their approach’td- audiences, groups and
individuals, their writings and speeches, THE KEY INTERIAT IOHAL and
LABOR ACTION, menifest their inability to clothe the partyls propae
- ganda ‘and agitational material In the "overalls" of the working
-class, :

‘This influence, permeating all layers of tle party, often inme
pells the younger end active comrades to drift away from their "na-
tive tonme™ and adjust their discussions md writings to the dry
polemical patterns of the leadership, .

Max Shachtman is on solid around when he argues in his "party
or Propagerda Group" (Convention Bulletin No, 1) that the objective
situation harasses the continued existence of the Workers Party as a
¥party." Dut he fails to indicate what he means by the organiza-
tion and procedural failures he assigs to the "second, third end

fourth" in his hicrarchy of reasons why our movement has failed to
"attain the status of a party.

: The averriding motivation behind his proposed reorientaticn is
to breax cowm the barriers between us and thre vorkoers (even those

"g foot hish") viiich provent us from convineing them vwe are a loyal -

left-ying tendency resolved to accompany them thraigh their experie-
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ences again and aszaln if necessary,

This means that if thé top cadre layer is not reconditioned in
such & way thet the flavor of our propaganca, spoken and written, on
the platform and in the p 3ss3, does not absorb the earthy simplicity
of the factory and the field, if the ‘“Jorkers Party leadership is not
made up of individuals fortified by experience and background to the
actual thinking, feeling and attitudes found in, for example, factory
lunch-hour discussions, the guiding stratum of our movement vill be
unable to furnish the membership with the correct approach to the
type -of warkers we want to attract,

While Shachtman states that "program" furnishes a sufficient
disciplinary norm for .the cadre, these key leaders -~ even if they
are struggling to hammer out a correct line on this or that lssue ==
will drift sway from the "life" led by the militants we wish to
"bring to a full social ccnsciousness, :

IT
v : , _ N
In motivating his demand that tle YWorkers Party cease identify-
ing itself as a "party," Shachtman declares in the same article: "We
rmst start from the fact ... that the degensration.of the Fussian
Revolution hes resulted in an unprecedented defeat and decline of the
liarxist movement ahd it s alinogt complete isolation from the class on
which it wust base itself, the working class, wvhich remains most '
complately under the sway of the bourgeois or Stalinist labor leader-
ship, Ye add the no less significant faect ... that this same working
class continues elmost unremittingly, even thouzh in an elemental
" way, without socielist consciousness or leadership, the struggle to
1ift .itself out of the blocdy chaas of social decoay, and w11l econtinue
to struggle because it is the only class vhose condltions of existe-
‘ence .dictate the fi ght against its conditions of existence."” '

The Nation&l Cheirman reasons that chiefly beceuse of the "de=
generation of the Russian Revolution,” the workers continue %o strug-
gle despavrately in the face-of "the profound decay of capitalist so=-
ciety," without guidance of larxian leadership., :

‘For this reason neither the ‘/orkers Party, the Socialist 'Jorkers
Party nor any of the socialistic formations have been able to break
through to the masses for the purpose oi organizing and leading their
struggle. Consequently, since the ‘/orkers Party has railed to reach
a position where it can speak for an appreciadle serment of tle '
vorking class, Shachtman says: "Let us stop ealling curseolves a
party, The liarzist moverent today is reduced to the state o' 2 prora-
ganda £rouDesee /e have all been throvm hacic to the early cays of
the Commwiist lianifesto vhen it proclaired” (in substince) »ovolue
tionary organs rmst be inseparable parts of the workins class, a
"the most resolute and persistently progressive sections or 1%" nnd
remain shead of it in understanding the "determinents o the prelea
tarian movementeses' C . .

iIn our view, this means," says Shachtman, "that the Marxlst
groups should cveryvhere entcr Llke broader democrntic roliti€al move-
ments of the working class -and constitute therselves u loyal lefta
ving tendencyees to become the broad lelft-wing that seeks to convert
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them into genuine socialilst organi'zéti_ons H "and not for the pur-p.ose
of raidingeses" : e : :

. Thesis of the National Chairman reveals 2 decidedly healthy
trend, & willingness to face realities ard - vhat is more important
-~ .realization that, despite the objective situation, the party has
failed to get Govm on its belly and crawl with the political ine
fantilism of the Aneriean vorking class,

- IIT-

The party press -- LAB(R ACTION -~ is a clear ‘manifestation of
how remotely the persomnnel of the Uorkers Party!s editorial cadre
1s removed from the "life" of the workers. -The articles are relative-
1y and individually too long. They have been far more agitational
then even the present perspectives of* the party allow, They &are often
vwritten "dovm" to the workers in a fluff amd puff style, devold of
the "factuel material vhich the -average intelligent person looks for
vhen he reads such a paper as LABOR ACTION, MNuch of the material
is handled without the use of writing techniques necedsary to treat
complex problems with simple English,

The paper should absorb some of the earthy texture found in -
THE HILITANT and THE  INDUSTRIAL '/ORKER. Believe it or not, LABOR
ACT ION need not be a-polished journalistlc product -- vhich it is,
- The. orgen is the smartest looking sheet of its class., lieybe that 1s
8 handicap. It has all the characteristics of professional crafise
menship., The paper employes type faces, ¢ olumm measures, gutters
insteéad of rules end other wrinkles that give it technical leadere
shipe. ‘ ' _ :

Nevertheless, there is a question of whether reversion to more.
femiliar formats would not place LABOR ACTIGH more in conformity with
the type of orientation the party now seeks to employ.

Let it be made clear, however, there is no implication here
that the columns of the paper should be thrown open to all the con-
fused “think pieces," bad. spelling and hideous sentence structure of
those 17ith a Dear Editor complex. But were the paper cast in a mnore
earthy, familiar tone, it is possible that the average corirade might
be inclined to write more articles thean he does nov, :

. News writing, feature writing and newspaper makeup are governed
by tecaniques. Therefore, the problem of LABOR ACTION is one of de-
ciding precisely vhat effect 1s desired and producing according to
plan, Bditers must not take everything and anything that comes in,
~ write heads on it and toss it to the linQtype operator., They mnust
decide vhat sort of a paper the party necds and then set about lin-
" in- up materisl fa it, Even though comrades end sympathizers way
labor lonz ard lovingly over super-political pieces, they should not
be unhappy if the staff rips them ©O shreds and boils them doine ‘
Anyone vihio has worked on a copy desk knovs & trick or two &yout re-
writing cony in the style of the writer -- often better than ho can
himself -- ond making it shorter and more to the point,.

_ Content of the paper- should be geared to the int erests of the
‘areas in which the party elects to concentrate. ‘“hile each branch
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“should bend every effort to secure Subscriptions, it must be rrecog-
nized that Intensive circulation can be expecved only in the terri.
tory wmre‘ tre party decides to center its activity,

P o < IV

. Shacntman's estmate of the Ll’OtSlCYiSu groups in Europe (sa.me
aﬂticle) is snything but encouraging. 'To one degree or another,™
he declares, "they are Intoxicated with their om phrasemongering,
_of the veriet favored by Cannon and his foster-son, JohnsONeese Bui;
- accopted ‘or not, we have the duty to reflect upon our own proposal

S .

‘and see, zfnab can be done to apply 1% to ourselves, here in the United

States o

" M¥ost certainly that is pur initial obligation. But if our pro=-
- gram means anything, if there is eny value in the theoretical and
political posit ions we have hamricred out in eight years of swveat
end lebor,” then we rmust held that they are gbsolutely essantn.al for
comiuct of ﬁhe entire world struggle for socialism, :

The “i-orkers Pa“ty may be harassed with orlent at:.on and orgenie
zational problems at homs, 3But it has 2iso L rust upon it the task
of rebuilding the world revoluuiovxa“y movern ent. This fact rmst sink
deep Into our ranks, t rust iniuse us with & global psrspectlve,
This oblisation to Trotskyilst comrzdes the '-.,o“ld over riust be evalue
“ated vhen the leadersinip considers the distrivution of forces in
‘the nezbt period, One or two leading eorrades shozld be sent abroad
for an indefinite perlod end naks an inventory of possibilitles for
rosascitﬂtin"r the vwerld movenernt and nezctiabte working agreerents
itk 211 grourps hn‘- cought in == or that csn be torn lcose from —-
t”le Cannonita web. : ~

” v R

. Maln organizational task should be reshuffling of the appraratus
‘80 that intense concentration of worle can be ca¥ried on in those -
areas of the United Sf:ate.a where She potentialities for recruitment
and activity ave the Lridhtest. The Jorkers Party should use the
eream of its cadre to sink reinfarced conch’e'co"es, deep and wide
into the ranks of the worlers, in these .,pous. then in the opinion
‘of the Political Committee, the National Cormittee and/or canven-
tions satisfactory results have boen obtalnzd, other bases of orera-
tions shiould be sslected and staffed with personnel properly seasoned
to aupliuate the activity in the op.x."lnal corecs, Then the party can
£i11l in the gaps. ) S

Thile the above formla 1*% nosqd as .a woriking thesis for the
Worrers Party, it is too rechanical and ovn*-sm:plified in its rre-
sent fora. 2ut despite its va~u ness, I proposc that it shall con-
stitute the basis of owr o-wsnl‘.L.Jlr»n(.l and vproccdural per pectives.

. There 1is grave C'u"lf“cr‘, navers Eless, that those (11 ze myself)
no sepirte implement it 1ay crowd tire bench where the Fzstrologers,”
Shashtmon calls tlem, ere cittinz. Just as -Cannon, cojmson &nd’

IXD zzze at thn °tar's arnd neddle panaceas I'or clearing up
onges -on in @ othowmiise parfect Maryist movement, so the
ths o hammer towether gadgets and giimiciis ay be, withe
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out realizihg'ﬁ;, pointing their teloscopes at the mud,

And yet, after a11 is said and done, it will probably be from
the comrades comprising the "practical school" (of which I am one)
that the party will draw suggestionzs for reframing the party to

_meet the challenge ashead of it, tihat puts these ideas in the "gim-

" mick" class is the fact that they are not considered as & vhole; are
not ‘ad justed to square with the present size of our forces, lack of
competent people to staff the various party posts, heavy burden
on the apparatus at the center, our pressing financial liabilities;

" and they are not related to the consideration of whether more hamm. -
then good can resuls from sudden end severe alterations. Some of

~these idcas are: : ‘

i

: ; (1)“ Move the party center to Chica$o, Detroit or some other
c¢ity within the concentration "triangle o'

- (2) House-clean the National Committee and the Political
_Committees Elect to those bodies conredes who have lived close to
. the ranks, who understand the thinking and feeling of:.the workers,
who speak their "language." AR

(3)  Shut qown branches vhere the corrades have failed to demone
sttate any appreciable activity in labor unions or other formations
where politlcal ferment should te instigated. '

(4) Close up small "muzhik" branches and assign their active
comredes to more active. centers,
T {(5) Concentrate on the -lebor unions to a degree that weakins
our organized and center-directed participation in-the American
Veterans GCommittee, Negro groups, tenant organizationg, Socialist
Youth ILeague and so forth. Justify this procedure by holdingy that
all of the problems these groups confront can be dsalt with in
organized labor, _ o :

(5) Consolidate ~- or link close together -- the work of the
~ party educational directar, trade union secretary ard organizer in
order that emphasis can be placed on the lebor movemént.

A1l of these suggestions ~- and perhaps many more of the same.
nature -- should be submitted to rigid laboratory analysis to dew
termine whother they represent the structural and proccdural modi-

“fications nccessary to move the Yorkers Party closer to the layer of
militants now struggling on their own near the perishery of social-
i1st consciousness -- vhether they ave essential for removing all
the barricrs botween us and the vorkers (aven those "a foct hi-h'")
which prevent the Yorkers Party from exploiting to the full all the
opportunities the demressed objective situation affords.

VI

This progran, based on temnorary geographical concentrations,
strategic retreat to a propaganna base, an intensive utilisation of
the party apparatus in a narrov field, is swrounded by, let it be »
repcated, grave dangers, Unless they are anticipated and unless the
party is prepared %o recognize then when they reach percentible pro-
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portions, the YVarke rs Party will nlunge into an orgy of opportunisn,
scétarianism, edventurism and every allied sin which wreiters from
}’ar“ to ou.c om ra ruy nzabers have vva"nvd opeinst,

"FIRST &4 An 211 too sudden shift in this Alrection would over-
tax the capacity of the center, the energy of the directing conrades
and r-ight causec an ezcess:.ve drain on the alveady lov banic acsount.,

S“CONTW -= Laying do‘fn 1med1ately a sweening r“'or-vam for

~colonizatim ard recolonization 1s impossible, Party “meribers vho
eut any sort of figure in theilr resmective commnities have usually

been .there for considcerable time, They have driven their roccts ine
to the org nizetions they use as arenas for party work, They have
won lerd-to-get serniority on thelr respccetive ,,obo. Bhiftiny them

"~ suddenly would saddle thew with -heavy personcl. hburdons and pIrieps
‘meke then ineffcctive operatives for 2 considorab le period,

THIRD == Zxcessive worsnip at the shrine of the "rawr militant"
may opsn theée dilzes for the invash of the debrls of Jobblylsm,
Anarchism, thse “orkers~Coum 1¢*'.aes-anc-uillu1 ~Now' sect and so

~forth, Under a progren that rsquires far rors attention to the
,undierstandlng eva the ravolutlon"ﬂ’ development of the menibers than

ever befors, there is & deonger tha%t new »ocrults, stcamed up for a

- “big adventure may tire unier tic o*'etical pounding snd quit the
‘party. - .

FOULTH == Once tt

+

is program 1s leunched, there is a fair chance
1ent of the party will go on an zzitctional

h p ona;"—ncu. phcse of e progras, sone hob
shots may propose & para on “ashington or a maess ﬂemonswdt:.on for
this and asainst that, o ssid we can'?t liarch on ‘asnington?
Vell, maybe vwe can. uut undo" vhot conditions? Others'mey vrant to
run candidates far public offices. Okay., But under what condie :
tions? ’ : oo -

o m

(

"PIPTH —- Instead of lookins forwvard to buildinz a ro-vitolized
movement, comrzdes residing outside of the orbits of concentration .
may be hit by & wave of discowagemont. They may abondon work on

jproj\,cts almac v started, bocome demorclized, norhtps & little bitter
eand resign in d__s gust, ’ha’c this progran \111 roeguire is a few

self-reliant, self-starvors \Ii.t.llug to m:un ain oach brench in
thp bz st possible cond ition under any 21l circumstances,

SITH -- Unionitis is a tom identifyin~ restriction of activia

‘ties to orrau izea iabeor, Indeed, this form of malimmancy could very

well ruin the porty if the bounédrics of conédontration brecome the
length &g broadth of the meobing hall and the ul“or‘-cm*‘ ittee room,. __
"Por wo would +’>nu, a3 Comrode Ivving Svanson says in his "For a
Party Persrective” (Convontion Bulletin io, 3) "to shut oursclves
out of interveniny in a host of I‘Ol“‘"blcfll iscucs thoat (hove) not
arisen out of the lob cw riovencent ¢ : .

Put the burden of this enitire pms(‘ntwlfm ¢t it b2 undcre
stood, rects vrociscly on what political consciousncas e enn SLilile
late within the uanilon wovemont oy becoming @ catalitic act nt vi.ich
prov oizs the orr~tnizcd worko rs uo srapnle writh ideas arising outs iio
oi‘,lu, leCey onchpts we .proposc they shall adopt &s their ’J."n.
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SEVENTH - Dur-incr the eight years of our enst‘:mce as an inde..
pendent political’ tendency We have attracted a considerable number
- of sharp-minded ind:.viduals to owr ranks end to owr periphery vho
have ratioralized themselves into = revolutionary socialist position,

: "‘hile their "lives" are remote from those of most workers, while
~their pursuits of the arts, scilences and letters plece their in-
terests on a dirfferemnt plane from that of the average militant,
their ‘training makes them indispenssble for meinteining the politic=
al- and theomtical health of the party,.

, To a large measure it may be upon them that the workers Party
' .will have to depend for strengthnening our positions as crucial is-
.. sues sharpen and expand in the coming psriod, Their capacity for
- objective sanalysis will serve as & counterweight to any impulsive
tendencies threatening to sway the party toward adventurism and
' opportunism.

- .

The Uorkers Party must arltivate them assiduously. But they,
in tum, must recognize the reasors for our basic orientation and
why we ohoose to cenvelope ourselves in an etmosphere alien to our

" own, We have the Lesk, on the one hend, of stimalating their mexi-
mum prolificacy ani, on the other, of restraining them from using
the party press fa enchanging ﬁarm.an recipes in the 1anguage of
“the academyo _ .

"VII

' The Workers Party, or whatever its name mey be in thec .Lauau,,
‘has an irrevocable obliﬂation to the world revolutionary movement
because 1t possesses the only programmatic base far ‘instituting an
overthrow of capitallst imperialism and Stalinism,

S Bu if the burden of world-wide revolutionary leac rship must
be ‘entrusted to the United States workers, then reducinz the in-
‘balance between objective and subjective forces can be facilitated
only by a llorkers Party re-conditioned in.such a way that it can
cut a road immediately to the widest layer o conscious militants,
Just how this can or shall be done rmst be determined by fesding
through a carefully controlleé series of tests every scrap of sug-
gestion formulated to break the party out of the shell that, at the
present time, tends to shiedd.Jdt from a vast 1aynr of militants
we can coax tO‘ ard poli"lcal consciousness, <Xach proposition rust .

~ be related to whether its adoption will or will not jeoparcize the .

: aqligl aequyj ﬁg.tlons elready in our 'ooospssg.on and whether i% misht : .

. ~or might- not dilute the' fundamental MatxTen clia¥acter of our ro»e-
‘ment because we can't. afford to zo off the deep end. - it the sane
"time, thcse labomfory tests must not be so rigidly controllou that
each one turns up "negative" and wo remain as we are. If we do, ve
perish. :

. Thorefaore, with the certain prospqet that the green fruit of
Americals d"lpOllthu].iZOd rasses willi ripen ovornisht into socinl

 consciousncss of the nced for socinlism -- orce they suffer the
Litter experience of trying to find redlmss through their ovn in-
deperdent p011iical party, our moveent must immediatcly reoricnt

- itself or it will be annihilated in the mounting fury of econonic
and political nmaelstroms nov hurtling socicty into barbarisme -
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