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JOINSONISM IN THE COAL FIELDS

By Gerald McDermott

The purross of this article is *o axamine obiesctivelv The one
situstion IO *he U.S. wheprs Jobnsonism, as a poli‘ic 1 tendency, has
actually been put into pracglsc

Jobns»nlsm, throughout the course 5f Its exisF¥once, has Taan s
minort«y tendency organlzationally subjected to the diﬂcivlina first
of tre P and now of the 3P, hile the stecial political ticcries
of the YP znd S%P have teen tested in practise--as in the U“-, for
instance-~Joknsonism hss been confined to party discussions and mime-
ogranh paper,

The revoluticnary moverwent in the Appalachian coal fields pro-
vides the only erception to this. 1ilere, because of a sinzuler con-
flnonce of circumsterces, Johnscnism has had an erganizational ex
pressione. :

|.J’

The WP late 1n 1946 esteab '@ a tranch 1n the coal arez, Part

4

of the verk was smong iilners, ggrt amone shtudents, ork in this

new area wproceeded somewvhat slovwly as weuld be eVpected. Cowrade

Wenricii, as organiger, worizec towards the edncation and 1n+egrqtion
of the miner comrades and the recrultment o’ students to nelp in the
vierk cof the party. Tnen, ir the early summer of 1047, Ccoumrade Fenes
wick left for another assignment, The student conrades transferred
temporarily to ancother locallty to dc special work under the directlon

i of the pa rty. Ccnseguently, the split of the Jchusonites found the

Johnscnites in the leadership of the branch, Almost the entire
branch went over to the SYF,

Hercin lay an unparelled ov“ortunity for the Johnsonites, They
conld orove to tre WP the validity of the Johnsonite approach, and
1lik=2vize establish thelr effectiveness in the eyves o* uh@ SJP. There
wos only one. VP Wevber in the area, There were no ‘“recular" SuP

. memhers, the nearest branch of the SWP being a hundred miles avay 1In

Pittsturg and tco busy trying to stay alive itself to {ntervene in
the s”tuation, Theré are no Stalinists in the area, The movement
had eztablished some rcots in *he rilne commnities and a very frultful
field f'or s Ludovt vork nearby, Llthouch forrally a ranch cf the SVF,
the Johrsonites oreratod from tre start on their own political prine-
ciples, (It is irterecting to rote that in the mine area, %tine ST

f‘vﬁiu not vttt tor the '"naro"al“ of the CIC hut-=gnxious to ceize on

¥

the 1irst irotskyist penetrstion of the coal fields=took in the
Jolmaonites inmediately. Irn the cese of the miner comrades, they
vere {ssued SUP membership cards vith their dues rarkrd ‘as Pald.)

T skl xtremely faveravle situation, how did unfettered John-
8,)?;1 DPCV? *tself in action?

The first evidence was a letter of resignation from the SP
signed by fouyr miner cemrades, A hLighly polished piece cf political
gjpression. thls lag*e“ appeared in the Bulletin of the Johnsenites,

h@ = e Tan had left the WP for the SWP,
. \ 744
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Corrade igKirney, who had organized the branch, was able to
visit the areuﬂgﬁa day. He was cusricious of the literary letter of
resizratieon frem the miner comades hecause he knew thad nct cll of
the 31rnatoro vere ahle to read and virite, His suspiclcas vere
jastified during the day he was there. The miners had besn innocent

cf the letter.,

The 2 rea remained in the hands of the Johnsonites, however, for
the ertire sumier and early fall, Then, the WP members together with
one arditional WP membher arrived on the scene. The object, of ccourse,
wes te trr to salvage &s much as possible of the party work done
t

-.xe'f'e. . .

=y and large, the problem was not winning back recple from the

The problem was to win people »mack to the movement in any shape

108 ve

D
+ e
fter their experierce with Jounsonism,

3 The Johnsonites had operated acce orcinq to their vrinciples,

. Scornin; trhe concept of "packiard workers" , trhey had acfed upon treir

- own concent of the state of developne nt of the Anmerican vorking class,

E One result cf this was an atterpted gerneral strike in the area, Guite

- anderstendebly, this strike never got beyond the stage of an idea iIn

" the nrcads of the Johnsecnites. %“he miner comrades wisely refrained
from any attempt to carry it cut in a loczl area and under conditions
where it was obviously impossible, They were able to learn, however,

sometnirg ¢f Johrnsonlsm,

A sccond manifestation of Johnsonites treory was & gZeneral
fgnorins of the UM of A and its lecz2ls, Seeing the trads wnien
‘bureaucracy as the sole bharrier hcbtween the working class and soviets,
thev ignored the ,an*on in Issueing rimeopranked manifestoes direct

; tothe miners, Their general oriantaticn was torards a mass mebllie-
zaticn cf miners rauher than action tr}f1ﬁn the locals, This like-
Vwilse cams to an ignominious end, £11 miners may nct aopreciate all

‘the srteomin~s of their union, »ut they universally apnreciate its

S

efulness, And in this inst"’h‘"e tnes a‘ned a2 further appr CClatlon
L] K
Of dou'lq ZWlsite

re was yet ancther aspact cof the anrlication cf Johnscnlte
This was on thelr really (istinctive point, the ilesr

he miner comrades arc largely Hegro and tnerefore, &lso,
The Johnsonites sc n this. Contact lists became
exclusively made up of sroes, +The entire “rarch was coriented
_toviards recruiting Negroes and cit ing Jim Crow,

LT L R O
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. ers it vas that the Johnscnites really broke their »aclis, The
Merro ccurades, os unicn minors, sppreciate fully throush long ex-
periznce the nec OSSTuy for class solids rity of white ond cclered

L)

weritevs, +hey robelled agoinsh hat was OHViously a stupld conrse,
“Protosts that work should e carried o azons white milners vere

B As a resulit, by and large, bafcore lcng the Johnson-

E iorered,

3

a v

£ Tris was true not only hacause the miner comrades desived class

3 Serity but because the anti-Jjiwm Crow campaign of the Jelnoinltes
roln

1atin1" fraudilent. Race i~ticns in the Appalachion conl camps
porhomps the best in the comnbry, There s Jim-Crow,it is grue, bud
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to say, as do the Johnsonltes, that "Best Virginia is a Jin Crow state.
of the vorst scrt" is-to ignore reality. The miner comrades are
largely from the decp south and lmow something about "Jin Crow of the
worst sort”, Further, they knou that Jim Crow must be fought through
the anions and white workers must participate 1n‘the fight.

Throughout this period vvhile the Johnsonites were aqugndering
thelr cepltal as described above, one miner comrade who had remained
viith the '‘iorkers Party was ahle to effectively critieize these John-
sonite tactics. As a result of his work, upon the return of cther
WP members to the area, the hranch was soon reestabMshed and included
those who nad resisned except for one person who is too i1ll to part-
iéipe te in either organi zation,

lie have mede one reference to the Johnsonite trestice on the
arnqq—(Ti Crow of the wor st sort), - Several cthers might be mede in
passingz. Pus!ly squeezing vorizers into thelr rreconceived categeries
i the Johnsonite leader in the area writes that he "has yet to sec a
i miner vho has heard of, or carcs about, the Parls. Commune," etc, The
L "abstract idras" and "dull histcries" of the WP are nd: for the miner;
' what 1s needed is "mobilization; the crystallization of the nilners
into mass organizatinns.' 1! .

=3 Passing cver just which mass orpaﬁiuations(plural) gre needed in
- additlon to the party and the uynion 2t a time when we have little

E Influence in the union and few poople in the party, it must be stated
‘that the Jehnsorites were so nusy giving orders to miners to ‘mobilize
~themselves tha t they never discovcred people under thelr wnoses who
L conld teach them things about the rfaris Commune. Yes, and the Corm-
. unist .uaifwsto, end the strusggles of the Americen working class

g since slavery days, &ard the rise cf Hitler, and 2 number of drer
f;thinﬁs. tor Lbere cre such niners--snd the: Johnsonltes were in touch
- with them=-<but in thelr inteliectusl arrogance, they were too bhusy
i"cryutallizing mass organizaticns” to learn from miners or even learn
what wincrs--former Communists, former WObblies--knew.

Tre mots telliuﬁ comment that can be mede on Johnsonien writings
.concerns thelr scurces and their methods The last paragreph of page
‘three of Horgan ‘lest's ﬂd*horitative uoc1*ent on coal minine contsirs
[ 2 quote from a miner which streacly bears cut tre Johnsonien assert-
on that miners have an "innatc desire te dig coal," The :crés of
this mlner, instinctive oud elerental word for instinctive =nd ele-
nantal word, can ¢lso bHe found at the bottom of page 99 of the beok,
M1 “lent tc Pit Collese", by Lauren Cilfaller, publisked by The Liter-

b2
3

abry fuild In YWew York., Conradc ‘esils trestiac anncered in 10<7
whereas Liles Gilfillarn published in 1934; we leave conclusiovns our
‘roader, kiss G11fillan is a vobty bourgcols alilletante, ¢ s° wcert
rom tiew Yerk City who teal 1s completely to understand arxism, In
1“?0"““ti:ting between the t'o, it should be sald that Coiaznde Viest
1s Trom Pen svlvania instesd, '

iontion should be made of the Trade Unien Director of the SWP in -
1z field. This young miner was evidently given a little guick in-
retrination on the dictatorsihils of the proletariat. At any rote, he
2riz to the conclusion that tie 8 P intended to replace cepitalism
Wi I. a monarchy, and oponly osponsed these views in Lids erovelity aa o
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& sccond product of Joknsonite education was a new momber of
theirs, © studont whom the writer of this plece engazed in discussion
cr the Bussian qaestion, Thls new comrode understood tine cuestion
perfcctly. Russia, 1t seems, {s & fascist, state-capitalist country
which must be unconditionally cdefended because it heas nationclized o
rroportye Obviously, this forwulation 1s rnot a reflection on the new
comrade vko put it forward., It is a reflection instead on the shot-
gan wedding of Johnsonlsm end Canncnlsm, ' .

In the only case where these Johnsonites with an S'P fig leaf have
borroved from the SiP F¥lre, they have chosen the most unfortunrcte
rert of 1t and epplied it in a wey that would mske even E.2. Frank's
phalr stand on end, Borrowing on the line of the ¥1litent and the
S'T in the UAYW, they are in the fore~front in the defense agsinst
"red-baiting.” On campus, in class room, in veterans organizations,
. tro AACP, and in the mine aree, they are tireless eand loud in ce= '
" fending Y“Commnlism," They indicate in no way that the "Cormunism"
nder obhack naw 48 largely Stalinism, theontithesls of true corpmuni -

that is, Stalinists. Thus, the riajority of their listeners firmly
belleve them to be Stalinists, Thee who have been told that tley

are rcally Trotskyites come to the ¢onclusion that the differences
between Stalinism snd Trotskyisn are sifht indecd.

4 . Such herolc striving towords disaster can result only in--only

' in discster, Zlrsady isolated, depleted ~nd defeated, the Johnsonites
continue to invite bourgeois repression in thls emall and vulnerable
area by thelr ultra-left adwonturism. ' ' '

~ And such external fallure conld rrot but have 1ts internal
cussions,. -©olenlzers have decolornized sfter developlng bitte ,
erences with those who remain, These still in the apca explain thelr
lzck of success by deprecating (in privap, of ccurse) one or another.
of ‘their comnrades, o

One connot sclentifically generalize from -

_ single plece of
evicence. The evidence descrincd above is, however, 211l that there
1s so far on Johnscnism in practice. Since the Johnsonite deformation
is especlally peculiar to our s»och, it is worth roting, '

: It mey be srgued that the errors of the Johnsonites 2re & result
¢ of their &nexperience, There isa certsin validity to this. The
writer xnows corrades of the Johnson tendenty vho would at least
avold pleglarism and rive & Botter nccount -of thomselves in general,
This, of course, means only that such comracdes should never have loft

T
220 i1 e

-

Then, too, the WP branch in the are2 is equally new ond ineX-
rerioresd, Further, the Johnseanites had an initisl advantrzc. Vhile
the Y certainly has wany unsolved problems in the coal flelds, we
ara ot loast able to attack them without the nandlcap of having broken

3
"

Finally, it mey e logienlly 2

condition reflzcets diroctly on tha ¢
afzo of thelr ppront organization. . V747

sm, Thsy do not indicate that they themselves are nct "Corvmuniscts", .. .

3 roucd that the WP braneh hos od
toy wmors kolp from its mationzl conter thon Leg the 3WP brorch., Hero,
cupelsy, tha Jornscrites ore nch te klame, Rother, the undorichle

laims to power,. sericisiess and

L &4
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A QUFSTION ON RFUTHER, THE
SUCIAL DELOCRAT
By George Leo Gordon (Buffalo!

AlﬂOst two .yezrs ago, ‘alter Reuther launched the Gii-strike
procram and backed it up with a hundred thousand wor”e”s and picket
lires tor the avowed purpose of winning his wage-price prGgram con-

tractually.

This created the hasics for enthusiastic support by UAJ militants,
and the hasies for support of fi:e Heuther capcus by the Jorkkers Party.
Re: the i/orkers Par " Reuther deserved surport for, (1) nls Gl wage-
price prozram in a zeriod Cf tmperialist inflation, (2) his anti-
Stalinism which co-;vc ded *sith the ilarxist position that cnly the
vrorizers themselves could cut the cencer of Stalinism out of Ameri-
can unionisn, :

Thus a clear cut relatinn hip between social-democracy and
revolutionary Trotsiyis¥s was 1lald down,

However, two.yeArs have gon
positicns, like- hlstcry itself,

D

S
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Social Demucrats only muoowal to thie aubl-capitalist sentiments
of tne wcrkers for the purpose ¢t - aintaining & use.velus to capit-
alism, They mast nmeintzin thelr prestige in order to have careers
and in créer to have bhargaining power viith capitelism, If they can
achieve, this without turnins a laft face to *Q“ vorkers, chey vwill

b o

do so by preference since leaning upon the reveolutionary sentiuents
of the workers also poses the denger that the leadershirn sway at some
n

conjuncture pass over directly into the hands of revolutionaries.

Having acl.ieved position and use-value with & left turn, it is
alsc an inevitable characteristic of social demeocrats to then begln
a siift tovard the rirght, as imperceptably as possi ‘le through clever
tactics anéd a cover of radical phrases, This takes plaze slovier or
more rapidly depending upon the pressure vhich the revolutionary
and nilitant sentiments, organized and unorgenired, exert,

It Is obvious that the dalter iteuther of two years age is not
the sume Reunther of teday. Hic CII program, ence a contractual de-
mand, ‘s now reduced to a militant phrace, with buyers strikes, co-
operatives, etc. the iain emphasis in his price program, His enti-
Stalinism is blurrinz at tires into open hids te use the red-baiting
~drive of American Imperialism against the workers, as a mdans of
ridiing tre unions of Stalinisa, Thus two points upon which the
‘lorizers Party have supported Roither have changed, are chancing,
and vill cc ntlnae *o change their emphasis in the livine reality of
events,

Refore the recader jumps to conclusions I weuld like %o state
that this article is not proposing any ridiculous SYP flip-Ilop to
the *ddes caucus, is not proposing any third camp rozitlo:, nd is

t748
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hopinz to avoid any extraneous, side discussions of this nature,

The purpcse of this article §s to elicit rsplies on the relation
of sccial denrccracy to revolunticntéries, in order to sharpen th
Party'!s orientatlon toward Reutherism,

In too neny cases tils relztionshi 1 is reduced to ritual istic
phrases, about the G program and anti-Stalinism, without regard to
the fact that two years have «cne by with changes in emphasis takling
place, whether recognizsd or noe

It is characteristic cf social demccrats for 1nstanc to turn
rpl" against thelr left suppert, vhen their oHJectives have been s
ure This means that al*er rexther, ir he is & social democrat *k:
ne .

mn
3o
'DJO})

a revolutionary (tne orientetion can be lost in the vicious

'A% battles) may even ncw e vreparing to turn out his left

nto the driven snevw, when he conuemnlateg the pcsuLb*lity .
n sweop in moverber. . .
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This foct should not only e taken for granted, it should also
be used tc crientate Party members to the coming possibilities of
cianze wiich may he declsive and less L%nerceptiole than these which.
have alre=2dy taken place in trc vearo.

“iiv point is that the Party's crientasicn has been neavily

-euphasized from a +” ‘de unionipoint cf vilew but almost brushed over:
frn$ the point of view cof vhat is the rclation hetween sccial demow

rats end revoluticmists, TJs* as the SUP cen make heavy sectarian
trade union blunders . pbecauss cf jts lack of theoretical owiﬂnuafion,
we can melre blunders of "tﬁiliSM“ unleses the PFarxist hasis of our
presence in the heuther caucus iz nmere clearly derined znd treced -
threush the coming changes and shiifts of forces,

~
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ATTARIT OF RuoSIGHATIOY

By Allen Rekep
Svlvia Colling
Joe Leonard
Jhnt I'arzo

s
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‘e, the IKD foction, precdicted more thanl = year azo the cresent
crisls I the WP, Todny, the crisis i3 onenly rﬂﬂornoz*’. “ha depnr-
ture cf tha Johnsonlt~s revenls the terplbla gterllity of the intropraal
life ~ll thi=z tine, The gloom throughout th~ reaks at the downfnll of
unity cergvectives reveals *lrt"the P no longer b=lievaes tha* i* ras
rensonsg for ~n indrpendent exist-nce, ' '

she recognition Af thr sarious state of the YP has precipitatad, not
3°ms newy thinking, but -n ewnntv dlscussisan on nerspactivri, Shachtman
recently foprm- l1w Jorned tirig distuszsion in » iew Yowrk CIty newbership
mreting, "nd made Lt clrop thet +oe l~ndépship 1§ comnletaly bhankrupt,
The dtscussion on prrsp-ctives was ovep the night 1% =g lounched.

The WP hng only the cholce of ~ventu-lly eo 1:g’hoﬂr to tha SF or
iving whrre 1% now atonds,

The "'IKD tendency has rnﬂn“,nﬁ its po int of vIn“. In thrie

major drticles ("Politlic-l rr~r-t Irode Tnion Party", nd "The Cless
Conerpt 3ubsfituted for tolL‘-*""") the critique w-e wﬂin nd 1in T
sevaral shorter »rticlesz, »nalysss wepre mode of specinl rrablpms. Thare
nave Deen debates nnd discuszions in severol ﬂrqﬁuhns. Tvars have bren
individusl discuzsions,

In hove fulfllled our obligatlons to our partvy we have tri»d to

in the party to our point of view, e 613 nct trv to ~scapas reanonsi-
ility for the venrs of service which wa have civen the
“ovement, but e have indicated thot we hrve 23uae to rnf‘.lizp
hat only = radid~lly diffrrent mrthod of politicnrl nctivity could
suve the Movement or the WP wing of the 5vement,

‘e have been esnswered, The "fstes for n Re=-Statement of Qur
Positisn” were adopted without open discent by *he entire nienum
(inclucing Johnson, Fﬂrest, =0 Dreper), The ronks Called completely
to davelon ony parspective eprrt from thelr le-ders, lirither our
nrticleg ar Fhe p pienum'ts provoknd any ~nsvers op comments from the B
renks, Bven where » mewber nzpecd with us on this op that feev 2, there

©8§ n~ver o willlagness o busk *ie le-depchip,

Trheres s ~» +ima [ pinﬁf ng nleadine,
Burt er attemnts At J%su“°:15J Gecrnle hovh tr» vephr and wg, Tvan
the precentttion of = correct spirak- tion Z-nnof intepes’ or prevital-
ize the 7P, but ¢ovld onl- nPDVidb the mort - wlitn o cover for i%s

£l
Nt e RO
nptiness,

1T, and ~ kise for sfonp
1

Sot only the  TED faction, but all thwose who Atbawant Fo nialien
the T =pr diomed ta f-ilure, Tor prarnla, M, Slatepte avticle "0n Sudb
?rivﬂs” por onl - did not deter unelaza "*thf esiKing of Lebor ‘cfion
fub irey oaeor "apopt™ the naisued aptiale, UTg tha Terpiness Toapth
Al e¥, dnd Uunls qnd FAT 115 "nn Guarc! made nat on rivrle smong
the Etepz, let rlone palse tha rongtisgn o7 non-n-rticin~=iin in the
grf‘in BPC, Only orge-n izeotiosnal -nd nprestisz- queztions c~n ~prouce precl
vy 4 - ’

>
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‘The /P hnz no rsad ~hend ALl thr Labor Papr*7 ~ditorinlz, ictive
“orkers Boniarence, Industrir liz.tion nd goloniz~tion cgnr11ﬁs, nll
the tranzferring I uemberg bBither ond von, ~lI “he Lobor 4ztion s-les
-- will comn~"td nothking,” Tha VP is an obskagle tg +he revolution-ry
movenent; but to fight i1t, it is suf flciﬂn+ to lmnor~ 1%,

g 3

erncratle prrf- woul?d view our dﬂct:101 to carrv ouk 2u !

gre! nxperimﬂnt. If we sucgceed the whole myvemrnt goins, If we
there 1s ovidence of our mistwkes. In the microzcom '
nopy movenant thls euperimental ‘snnmronch 1s +he host Zi~panten
csolutions to the problsms that ara"hol@ing the mivament back,
chie lengt of ~ur prndons for dlsgust with the VP +het th4
wip nnz lost the 1littla Eourag-~ it once hnd for serlcus
» fducating experimentatlion, The P hes shown that "inclus
~n nbs *r‘"+'ﬂ"1ﬁclplo R o¥c n disreg-rd ‘or politic-l
substitution for socinrlist incentive of blind Ioynlty
nz such ~nd disciplinn ui-land bv people who wont to lead
£ prestige,
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‘e see the road nnd we shnll teke it, T/n rezlgn from the 7P,
not to’lecve the revolutionnry moveoment, but in o"dnr to build iu. Ve
prrdiczt that th~ best el-ments of ‘he WP will be  with uz agoin, for

they w111l be those who nre honest éaough to vaﬂobniZe the hoplessness
uud sectorlanism of thelr orgenkzatlon snd *he girides thit we ghall o

rinke,

August 1947
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! LETT: LHE HATIONAL GOV MLTTEV AlD
"ALL TER ITHERAS  OF TPR UL KO PARTY

* % %
October 10, 1947

Comrades-

I kesiteted groatly before seroinp this letter, I realize that
1ts political effaect will be, in larze meesure, neutralized Ly the
incredivle atmosphere of suspiclon and calumny that at present over-
shadows the debate between us. % vould be futile, too, to want to
clarify concrete peclitical questicns witno ut discussing fundsnental
divercences ~- on the Russian guestion, the nature of the Stalinist
.partias and, above all, the neture of the eooch In which we are liva
ing -~ which separate us and from which sten the ‘majority of tactic-
al di fferences which have enlarged the gap between your nosition and
ours. But your National Committee finds itself on the even.of an

~important decision, deelsive perhapns for the future course that you
“willl fullow., You are golng to toke these decisions on She base of
misinformation and systematic miseduc2tion on the nature of the love=-
neny, 1lts fundamental orienlatioh, thie nature of its politics and the
tasks posed before it., That is vhy 1 address this appezal to you.
The pe?so‘“l centact that I haye had with the ccohmredes of the iF who.
- Leve visited us has showm me that they have a sincere desire to re-
b turn te the bosom of the MoveJert. 1 count on thew to inicrm you
. further on the real situation of cur movement. I count on them to
“reinforce by their testimony the ontire second rart of this letter,
Listen to them. 4Juestlon them. sk them if they dare, in the feoce
of thalr experience with our novenent, urhold the ridiculous legend
thet vour leaders &re spreadin: -““uOrdinP to which the leadership
. of the lLovement anu the - Tﬂ}QP:tv of the Euronean sactions are. "the
- agents of Canron," Then judge with a little more basic unders tanding.
There are none more bhlind than those who imagire that *he“ sec clear-
1y in the édsarlz,

-] -
THW POLISH QUEb“IO AXD THE u.TIOEAL QUESTION

The ansver thqt I ”rote on tnn rosition talken by the %alitorlal
Board of TIE NEY/ INTERIATICNAL on the FPolish questior has becen the
rretext for an attack of unprecedented viclence launched not only
agalnst me but against the lcadersiip and, in- fact the majority of
the Internatioral vhlich siiares these orinlons. ber, In kils long
answer publisiied In TER KEW INTDIIATIONA ’July and rucust, 1947)
ch.aracterizes Withouf blusiing our position as "an open derinse of
the Stalinist reclice resime and national orrression asainst Sbe
national demncratic moverient of natiocnal liberation," ~And the parti-
sans of the IKD, alvays ready to show vhat their "higher school of
rolemica" 13, coldly declare that we are "with the S*alinist ophres-
sors acainst the oprosltion of the enslaveé rcorles" and even ﬁFBlESt
tle masses! Ve are only orpresed, it soems to us, to Mikolajeuyk,
agent of inmperiallcom, For tirber, is tle national denocratic movew
mert™ then to be identified with {ne agents of imperialism since he
deduces from sur hostility to the one, cur hostility to ths other?

fer tlhe Ih 'y tre revolutlonary masses and ﬂ e cevntcr-vevolarionaﬁy
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agents of imperlalism éppear a3 the same thing, Judge these pick-
rocket wetrnods by trelr intrinsic velue, and realize how they have
distorted the position of the Internationel, _

A Yecesscry Self-Oriticism

After having followed the erroneous course taken by the inter=-
‘netional discussion on this question, I am perfectly aware that the
rasolusion of the Secord Plenum of the ECI, as well as ny article,
"one Conflict in Polend," constitute tactical errors., Not because
the i{deas outlired there are false, Very much on the centrary, 1
renain more than ever convinced of the exactitude of these ldeess,
ana all tlre information that we receive from the countries "behind
tLe Iron Curtain" confirm them dally. But these two docurients pro-
ceeded from the supposition that 1t was rnot necessary to repeat the
obvious, that 1t was only recessary to resolve the ?oint,in dispute,
This supposltion was erroneous. Folemlcal methods 'carried to the
bltter end.." have fallen to this - another "srecialty" of the "hlgh-
er school of polemics" - that the mere fact of not havinpg mentioned
explicitly that tre Interrational In 1ts entirety 1s obviously for
thc uncorcitional support ‘of every movemernt of the masses azainst

tre 8talintst regime In eastern XFurope was enough to draw the
fantastic accusation that we would be opposed to the support of

tris movewment and even partisags (slc) of 1ts rolice suppression....
Jeffries, another partisan of the opinlons of the IKD, pushes the '
rrovocation to 1ts limlt, declaring that thils ahsurd position would
be the consistent result of our conception of Russlia as -a degenerated
Workers State. (THEE NEY INTEFJATIONAL, Augast 1947, p. 191)

I+ s2cms that he who has sald A must say B, Jeffries forgets only
“that his own IKD leaders werc themselves, in 1939, the most teneclous
" supporters of thls theory of the "degenerated Vorkers State," Since
fFése arc such consistent pcople, werec they for the suypport of the
GPU zzeinst the workers of the Wilno Soviet?  Ard 1n Russla 1tself?
Trotsky, partisan of the theory of the degcnerated YYorkers State,

sas he "logically" led to say B and surport the burcaucracy ag2inst
the workers? Vic think that this "logic" condemms, above all, ¥£s
unfortunate inventor}y But the fact thet in Russia we are and we

were for tre unconditional support of any form of spontaneous pOpu=-
lar struggle ngeinst the Stalinlst dictatorship does not at all sig-
1.fy that we glven en lota of support - even with 2 thoussnd condi-
tions - to the white sunrd orgcnizatioms of Nillukov, Y tie other
kord, the fact that we support neither Kerensky nor lilliukov in their
"struzsle" amainst .Stalir, is .ot to be equated-with'a "rofuszl" to
sup~ot tha struggle of the masses, Nopr do we equatc the Polish
stote and the Russion state, nor itkolajezyk with i1liukov - 211 .
ticas formal and supcrflicial countions can only disorient our move-
viort. Lot our deor comrades, so "cenaistent" with themselves, re-
£loet a 13- Sle on that - 1t will net cdo thom arny harm,

2

eondition:l Surrort of the Struwecle of the Mossas

Tus 1t is clear cnd established thot there 1s not, to iy

=¢, ono tondrney in the International which 1s net dvov the
vioct emnlite snd unconditilontl sunvort to &1l forms of tho cpontang-
ous sururgls of She ltberlng manscs of the city ané villase In
Peloni, .horcver portisans of the Fourth International are to ve
fourd in the countriss of Ensturn Europe undor the subjection ofi o
tha 84cliniet pogime, they must be in the vangusrd of the workers!
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struggle anainst restricﬁiong of. perspnal liberty; egalnst the re-
strictions of freedom of lebor, agalmst plece~worik, against the
lovering of the real wage, against the unrestricted powers of the

~ factory managers, They must base themselves on every movement of
protest end popular discontent - which, of course, they rust strive
o qr%anize according to the strength of their forces -~ In order to
doordingte, develop, generaliZe ‘and politicalize these struzgles.
Thelr centrel politicel slogans must be those of workers! democracy.
¥Withdrawal of ocecupetion troops (where these are still to be found),
‘Completes freedom for the workers' movements - freedom of press,
-aggembly, orgenization, strikes, etc.; real workers' control of
production; democratic election of factory committees; election
-of £11 functionaries; . lowerinv of their (functionaries') salaries
40 the level of a skillod worker- dissolution of the police,
stanéing ermy, Stalinist - militia-" generel arming of the perople,
etcess The question of kno"1n6 wqcther a slogan like that of the
"Constituent Asscmbly" can or cennot be launched, or if at a given
momcnt the slogan of "All power to the committees” can be pu: fore
waré, depends on the concrcte cirsumstances of the stage of mobiliza-
-~ tion of the masscs, of the orientatlon of the petty bourgcoisle,

l etcs - It would be ridiculous to try to rcsolve this problem in an
S abstract and theorptical fashlon, :

In order that you don't say that we have changed our pﬁsi*ion
under the blows of your critiﬁisns, end to show you that this hss
always hcen our position, I shall t ake the libsrty of citina here
what I vrote in June, 1945, on th! vubject-

...Thc privcipal ask irn the ccuntrics o cupicd by the USSR

: ‘kremains that of tho mobilizauion of the masses 2galnst the cxisting

capltelist regime, Such mobllizetion 1s only possible through the
strugzle for the transitional dumands, through the struggle for

‘political democracy, for workors! rights,, mhc direct struzsle

. 2gaingt the occupyling force will be integratod to thke deﬂrcc that
‘tho messes becomo conscious of the extloitﬂtion end opprossion

- folstcd on them by the Sovict bureaucracv. he goal . of 1s struggle
wlll be the substitution for o Red Army, whkch hes not bvvn Tred!

for 2 long timc, of & workers! and pcasants?! militie, an ermy of the

nooular_massus. This will bc tho substitution of a truo prolotari-

en democracy, & free and indnp ndcnt Soviet Rapubllic for o miscrable

bourgcois Yéemocracy? protected by historyl!s most totalitarisn coste,

a tdcmocra cy' that was nover morc tb”n a window-drﬁssing in the
wvorst taste,

"“o¥gvor, it would be fealsc to put forward lrmediatcly, os |
egitetional slogans, tho sloerns: For a Soviet Hungory; Tor immedi-
2% ond. coaplotc oxpropriation of the bourgeoisie; For the irrwdla
ate constitution of dmocratically clested wovk*rs' and pafsants? .

councils., We do not addross oursclves to clther the FRusasian arry-or

1ts Indigcnous Stnallnis t supportcrs to domand that they mske the
'rcvolut lont burenucratically, frowm thHe top. lic address oursclves

to tic pepular messes on vhom rost ocur hope and confidonce for the
finnl victory of the revolution, This work of adjustment will porss
inevitably throush the first stare in which the slogans tor Tsoviots"
will bh.prempture, in vhich, on the contrery the democrstic s10§ans
'Froo colectlons! 'For tie Conutilavrt Asscembly,t 'Frcoedon oi strikes
pPGSS, nunch, orgwniz ‘tlon, cte.! will be the most arpronricte for
mobilizing the masscs for the strugele. But cduring this ogitation
campnisn, we vill not ccasc for 2 moment dbur proparanda for an in-
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derendent soviet republic, we wlll not keep silent, for even an ine
stant, the f'act that orly the victorious proletarisn revolution will
be ssle to achieve frecdom end sovereigrty far these nutiono..."
(Bullefin of the European Secretariat, October 1945, pp. 15=17)

The Balsnce Sheet of Two Yaars of.Exnerience

¥Ye continue to subscribe to ever" vord.of this resolution, which
does not apply, of course, to Gp“muny end Austria, tecause e"peri nce
Lkas confirmed us In a striking manner, Iuring the first months after
the arrival of the Russian troomps, ana during the differens conflicts
which tore apart the "coslitlion zovernments," th» working mams:ses,
under the 1llusion that the Communist parties would raeclly bring the
soclalist revoluti or, streamed 1into these partiss en masse - except
in Polend = giving hem their coa;leta surport, The nﬁperten se. of
tre occuﬁation l1tself ir ro way was ennugh to reopen the "national
qaestion. It was stily- nPC”SSZP“, as wve had cor“cctlv rredlcted,
"for the messes to become ccuscious of the exrloLtLtion and onrres-
slon they were undergoing et the hends of the Soviet bureauszracy,
This consclousness, which came only slowly in several Bastern Europe-
an countries, was not errressed iIn 2 viclent new wave of strikes,
like thosc which characterized mazs resistance to Germen imperizlism,
On the contrery, it was expressed in o retrast of the work sring class,
disoricnted by Stalinist zctivity, domorslicecd and conoleup ¥ without
1mmediate revolutionary perspodtl tves.

Only Polend and Finland have seen 1nnortunt vork“rs' struggles
.in recent months, strugrles havinz on economlc charscter ond procecd=-
ing from an extromely low levile Te spoadk of the Stalinish polison
and then to act as though thet prolotariat which was most poisoned
were nanoible of irmedinte re svolut fonayry moverent 1s n real,nockeryl

With a class loglc that you do not secm to urderstend - comrades
of thc Notionel Committee of the P who, like tne utdli“1~us, sprced
the 1llusion cf tho "destruction" of the bourgcolsie In the countries
“behind the Iron Curtain® - the retreat of ths workine class ~ugmented
the confidence, appctite ana uancity of the bourzcoisie, Th2 letter
who, in 1944, had only hoped far 2 "sincare" colltboration with the
Soviet burcaucracy cven if It were only to mrlrntain prrticliy its
tottering class dominntion, 1s new pationtly ro gréup;ur its Torces
to attock, at the opportun: momonit, the Stalini st rceimes, ~nd to
become once more masters of thelr ovn frts. The bourccoisic of these
countrics know very well thet thay cennot ~ttoln $his geel without
the dircet military ald of Amcrizon imperinlism, That is +hv its
politics consist of this: +twist ond turn, cein time, moka cvery
posslihle conecossion, racist bilitorly  ony Stolinist intcrferonce
vl th thot holy of t OllmS, rrivate property and meonvhile vropore
morally, politically erd militarily for the roturn to the "rormal"
conditions of tie pro-t'nr pcriod,

‘et 1s the reaction of thy acdvanced worlsrs to this arvrlop-
" ment?  How is thelr possivity to b explained?  OF course, the oba

ssnce of 2 rvvolutionﬁry rorty C“p”bl& of chennelizing the discontont
of the mreecs Inte other withs plavs o mnin role here. Bus Shore is
a psycholosicel frcector which ull cbsecrvers, «vcen the wmost ant i- S
Stnlinist, heve hod to r&co*nizp, THT PASSTIVITY OF THR ADVALSLD
VORKRERE IS WXPLAINED BY THT. PACT .7 HAT THFY FIND THRMSELVES C"T’fEH

T O Fl'TS. Un the onc hand, they hove lost thelr i1llusions concorne
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ing S*talinism; on the other hand they very well reslize that 211
right oprosition movements of the “ourgeolsie and petty-bourgeolsle
objzctively signify the abolition of the reforms of 1945 and the re-
turn to the pre-war situation - which they wish at all costs to :
avold, That 1s why the only political meve that they dare make 1is
from Stalinism to the S~clal Dewocracy; no further than thet} :

That 1s why, for a wiaole reriod, tke onlv movements in which
they wi1ll participate wIll be ecoromic striles, local protestations
agalnst travesties of elections, bureauvcratizotlon of the trade
unions, €t2.,., that 13 tc say, all those movements vwhich we rust
unressrvedly supgort. The events of thess tvo yaors have nroven bea
yord oll doubt thet no section of the working class, not to sgea
of the ~103t advanced, will, at the rresent stege, thrsw itself into
& clandeceiine armed a3%ruggie agsinst the Staliuvist resive, Yot to
undzrstand thls, tc overate hy wurely formal arslogies tetween the
reacticns of tlhe masses under the CGerman occvrpshion and under the
Fusslezn, @ecns not to uncerstend that from the bDepinning She vorkers
considered Itscism as their ensmy numher one, whatle, on the other
harnd, they thouglt at Zirst thot Steliris=m would bring th:s revelu-
tiornl  Those wiho, elaborating %nelr political line, dc no: nake a
distirction betwrsr the mobilizotion ageinst ensiy ruaber one and
the diclllusionmont torards a woverent once considered Ly the vorkers
as thelr own had best ebstaln from giving advice left end »izht}

(o]

re ls & source of informzmticn psrticularly Interesting for

t conirms our analysls of tle state of mind of the masses
and thelr attitude towards the roiforms of 1945, Zyermnt Zaremba,
orc or the n»rincipal lecders of tre Polish Soeinlist Porty, one of
the principel leoaders of the iarsaw Coimuns cnd eiltore-in-chief of
the clardestine Sccialist press undor the oeccupation, at prescnt
underzeliniz kils third emiegration o France, hos just published in
Parls, & pamphlet, "The wersaw Couwnune, Bstrayed by Stolin, lossecred
by Hitler" (Cehiers Monsuels, "Sovortacus," Aprll 1947). In this
rarrhlet, vhich we recommaend 2hove 2ll to our I{D-1st comrades -
they wIill sec thers 2 clexr moanifestation of this “immossiniiity" of
Jumping from fescism to the socizlist revolution, Zurcmba ccscribes

situde of the advanced worlers, includinz these of the illegal

7erds the reforms of 19485 as follo:s:

3
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“Inas tre 1dzologleal innoritance of the fiarsaw Cermune, frult
of the coelal trensformtlons and hev concortions borm in the re-
Fistancee, loso nothing of thelr volun, Thoer sill corstitute the
puasr on wihich Follsh socicty dosires to duovelen ftscl? cnd ~overne
ritnts ivroscd by forelenors eannot svold taking this into account,

entnis o ¥iis inheritence, touchstone of cvery act or political
or eo-inl 1ifs, the structws2l ccicrus recontly introduced by the
previciontl covernmant ore cpreoclated for tholr renl worth and for
tiwlr proulse for the futuwre.” (p. 43) ‘

It is 1n understanding this fundemental as*titude of the rdvanced

olict puclevorict that we can dofine the dislectic taslk of »-volie

I~dsts In the coun®riss under Duesizn domination: to pirsvent the

i .t into rucctliornery ornonizntions;
cot fighters at the side of the vorke»s and poo~ paasants

“alnet wbolinist oxpioitation ond orpression; to provoent Stalinist

ctannelization of the hostility of the advancod vorkers 'n roco of

a return to thoe pre-var Polish cltustlion; to bo the best [izhtors
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against the restoratlonists; to, concentrate our efforts on the
Social Leriocracy, vhere at present politic-l Tife 1s concentr-ted,
and to strupgle there for a revolutionary current at once antle
Stalinist and cpposed to all eollaboration witk the bourgeoisie,
Civil =ar between the proletarlcot cnd the Stalinists 1s excluded at
‘this stoge. But In such a2 case, let us heve no doubt but that
Mikolzajezyk vould be on the side of the Stalinists, The only “civil
‘wer" walch could break out wonld be that of the renction, supported
by impericllism, creinst the Stelinists, In such o case, the vorkers
end Mlkolajezyk would find themselves in two opposing comps,

Tols hes nothing to do'with the "Third Frornt." It signifies
orly thot there arc different lincs of demarcation in the soecisl ~nd
pollitical life of the counbry. ‘‘hen the vorkers go out on strike, we
fight in their ranks ezeinst the Stnlinists, BUT, FAR FROH BEING ON
'THE SIDE OF THE '/ORKERS, MIKOLAJCZYK IS "WEUTRAL" IN THIS STHUGGLE .

- OR WVEX ON THE SIDE OF THE GOVIRIHENT; thls has been entirely con-
firmed by the events of 1946 =nd 1947, as well ns by recent events

in Finland, ‘Vhen renctlonary forces attack the reforms of 1945

- elther politically or militarily, we will bc zmong the verking mosses
. who will fight them, Nikolajezyk 1s not the "legel cover" for tho

revolutionary opposition of the wmsscs, he 1s the legrl vanguard of

bourgeols counter-revolutionsry rccction. Betweon those two pernla
lel, but dlemotrieclly orposed forces, there con be no meeting

~polnt. This 1s the goel of our politics: to prevent & new cnd ‘

futile mnssccre and a new betraycl of the Polish lsboring masses,

What is the'51nn1ficancqﬁpf the Suvport Given iikolzjczvk?

You are entlrely mistekon, somrodes of tho Notional Committee,
ir the judgmert you hove mido 25 to the nature of such partics cs
Mikolajezyk!s. Thls error is undcrstandable, bocause you nove tried
- to definc thelr function by wey of formal criteric rnther than
. through the mechanlsin of the class struggle. The party of lola -
k. czyk 1s re2lly « gqulsline rorty. Lecordin-s 40 the Monifesto of the
i Emersoncy Confercnce, written by frobtsky, the @ulsling portics are
bourgcols formations that come forward in order to zllow n cortaoin
polltical cohtbltation with the occupylng pover. It s diffieult to
consider the Stolinists s "inlslings," thoy nro the asernts of the
- Kremlin end not of the bourgcoisic. On the contrary, it i1s preciscw
" Yy Mikxolajezyk!s party thet hes the function of being the linison
ngent between the Stelinist "Now Regime" =nd the old preperticd
classes. Thoy behave "loyally" in relasion to the Blerut ronime..
Its pollitical line consists of ohicching it self to Stolinist izpell- o{
ty and trying to obtain 21l pousi™le concessions. Thet is vhy it
finds loss and less sympathy nmong the porulation. Thosc who nlnace )
- themsclves frankly on the terrain of the bourgeols nnti-Stolinist -
E- strugzole swerve to the right, those vho arc fundamentnlly voposca to
P any rohurn to the pnst, 20 to the Lift, Only the Stalinlzts nre ine
terested in the slmplistic spnro~ch which conslsts of confusing
the worltors! opposition with that of Mikolnjczyk's bourgcois opposi-
tilon, VLur auty is to distinsulsh batveen them - and fundomentallyl

<

]

~ Comeede Zvber wisked to msiee the question of coloninl vevolu-

tlon with thet of support to Hilielojezyk., o rccept the challencge

211 tho nore ¢l-dly since it is prceisely on this terrain thot con-
= . .
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‘Contrary to the Theses of the Second Congress of the Comintern,é(
written by Lenln, vhicHk state: , 2

"The cormunist party os eonscious expression of the proleterian.
class struggle for emenclpation frem bourgeols bondage mst, :
~confoming to 1ts principal teosk - lead the struggle azainst
~bourgeols democracy to ummesk its lies and hypocrisy, ©lso on
the question of nationalitles, rust not place in the fore-
frort formel and ebstract principles, but on the contrary, o
corract estimate of the historical, and sbove all, economic ‘
~milie. .," (Der Zweite Koncress der Kommunistischen Internaw
‘zional. ‘“rotokoll, p, 225)

. L. b s ’ .
Erber brscs the uctlon of the prinetpol trsks of the revolutlonary
party in China & "Poland ("...the main tesks of the revolutionary
rorty cre the same v -both countries,.."- THE NE'' INTERNATICIAL,
hugust, 1947, pe. 1%  solely on the formal rrinciple that “neither
enjoys naticunl inde;, ‘dence." 4D THUS HARES AN ABSTRACTION 07 THE
GIVSER TISTORICAL AND . NOHIC ITILIEU} That 1s vhy he orrives o
another abstraction - ' .he nationzl democratic movement ," which he
- refuses to glve any class characterization, placing Mikelajezyk at
the he2d of thls nntlonsl democratic movement nnd establishinz an
analogy betwcen condltional suprort of Chieng Kaleshek and condit ion-
al support of Hlkolajezyk., Thesc are the wnres thot he wishes to
sell us 28 ... bolshevism} b : |

“’hat fundamentel distinctlon do we mnke batween the hourgsoisie
of colonizl countrles and that of cvern boekward capitalist countries?
Wot thet i1t Is "progressive" mnor that it has "historical tasks to
resolve"” - experience having shown us thot the lines between the
colonirl bourgcoisie, landed.propiletors ond world imperizlism on
the one hord, 1ts fear of the ponulnr mnss revolution on the other,
make 1t lmpossible for the celonicl bourgeoisic to clothe itself in
this or thot cherncteristlic of the rising bourgeoisie of She r~dvonced
countrics of two centurics ago.. The dlffercncc conpsists in thiss
that in the particular circumstances, thet 1s given the coloninl
charactor of the country, the oow.uzcoisle can cxp lolt Intor-inperinle-
1st conflicts, profit to a slight degree bty the development of the
prolectorion movement or its toaporory prostration to take certdin
hesitont steps along the poth of the anti-imperiajlst strugszle.
Thereforc, we support thesc steps WITHOUT SUPPORTING THEIR (-OVERNMENTS
OR FOLITICAL PARTIES, bocausc wo know thot they wlill wooken luperinl-

“lem tnd thoy will crento the proulses for 2 now iwmpulsicn for the
ress2s! revolutionary strugslo., The cleossie cxsample of such o case
wrs thd supnort that 1t was noccssory to zive to the novomont une -
lenghed by She Hindu bourgeoisic in 1942, It must be added iwedi-

thos support of the movemrnt - which wns followed by large

‘ponsants end workers mrocisely beeruse of ths coloninl

r of the movement - in no way meent support. of the Consress
n2¢ the irdepondent proloterion parties hod alredy nppeared

0litical scere,

Is thoe Polish situation the some? Is the bourgcols r volution

3oorder of the doy in Polrnd after "the cxact cstimrtion of

storic2l ard ahove oll ccononic milieu" dcwanded by Lenin? It
vy cecldert thet you have not spoken up on tals guastion,

on. th: o
tho hi

~comrados, Is 1t necessary to support the Polish bourmcoisic? . Is
this aicolonial bourgeoisic?  Hos the workers' movam nt roacind so
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low & stnge of dovelopment that the bourceoisic con risk provoking
even the sitallost natioral damocretle struggle without fear of prole-
tarian revolution? Can the Polish bourgeoisie, cne of the most abe
Ject and voenel of Europe, dopend even to the slichtost degree upon
the most educated and conscious proletarirt on the contlnent? These
are the first questions: that must be asked you bafore trking up the
questlon of the "natlonnl democratic' movement. But you who take
as a point of departure the nbsurd view that there is no longer =
Polish ou-zcoisic, vyou ars Incapablo of cven posing this guastion
for youvrsclf, : S
= But pzrheaps the Hikolajezyk party does not represcnt 2 movemont

under bourgcols subjection? JFernaps this 1s a question of an "indc-
rondent” poasaent movement. You heve written, comrscdes, thst you
know thot thls movement. is nn 2gent of Imperi allsm. Then do you
claim that an "alllance botween the 1llegal PPS and Mikola jezyk"
represcnts "the great tradition of the alllsnce between worlkcers and
rensants" s Comrade Rudzlenski says? How is 1t rossivle to forget
so 2aslly 21l that Trotsky wrote on this subjcet azainst the Stoline
ists in the "Krestintern" poriod? (Trotsky; "The Trird Intornatdor-
2l after Lenin," Pilonzer Publishors, pe 225) Have you forgotten
that Lonin wrotd with such grost cuphasiss

"Tre clty inevitably lteds the villego, the village incvitebly
follows the city. The only qusStion is tiick of the urban clesses -
will lead the village." (Lenin: Works Vol, XVI, "The Yenr 1919,"

P. 442) . ’ A ’

You have not, I hope, th: 1lluzicn thet 1t 15 the prelctarict which
1s loeoding Mikolajczyk? Vo 1l:ads him thon? The'"nonecristeont” '
bourgcolisic, sccording to you? Hes this tourgeolislec thnt was more

regectionary than the. Russian bourgeolsie under Czarism suddonly bce
come "democratic"? (Trotsky, op. cit., p. 178) o :

4=

“
's)
“

All thesc suppositions arec, of coursc, absurd, But 1t is ncces-
sary to kmow how to draw the conclusions thot they lmpose. Polend
1s not o colonlal ccountry, in the cconcmic ord soclolorical scnsc of
the ‘'word. Thre mass movement a-ainst netloned opprression can ot no
staee be started or lend by tourgeois orgenizotions. Vorkers do mot
f porticlpate in the first stoge of o struggle started by the boura-
- gooisic, only to oppose it in the second., From the first sucll fora-
e ward stop thot the working closs mokes, 1t will find its21f in ope-
- position to 1t® own bourgocisic, THE "NATIOWAL DFLQC RATIC" 1 OVEMENT-
cn Inansropricte torm that can, howvcver, be uscd only if it is cnree-
fally ozxplained vhat 1s moemt Dy the term vhen we usc 15 - CLIl ONLY
BE : IOVEMTIT OF THT @ ORKING MAZTES VHO DAY I RWHIND TINTT DT
RADICAL LAYRS OF THD FEASANTRY AND THE URRAN FETTY BOURGREOICIRE,
Eikolejezyk?s movement 1s not “a natloncl-domocratic mass movcricnt"
- 1t is = countoer-revolutionnry Lourgcois ngonevy to nrovent ond
breasls such o movement. Uncong iti onal suppert of the mrss wmoveuent,
unrsserved struggle suzeinst Milolajezyk - thls is the corbinction
thot flows perfictly from concrate study of the conditions in R
which tro nntiencl quistion is poccd in Folond,

. Unforturntely, it is Comrndc Erber, so ready to accusc us of
'seetrriantism” wvho docs not undorstond thrt he is a prisoncr of =
formal ond completoly schomatic opposition: Volther" Imperinliom
‘1s the wnin ocnomy and therefore it is ncees=2ary to support the
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~war, Tons of paper hevc dlrce

.

"bourgools domocrrtic movement,! "or" the national bourgeoisic 1s
the main cneny and 1t 1s necessory to struzsle dlirecetly for the Dro-
lctarioa rovolutlion, YWe have heerd thls kind: of crgument, 2d nauseum,
from scctarians durlng the war, FReellity coes not allow 4%sclf to be
incloscd 'in thls typc of fomal opoosi*ion. There 1s a conncction
between the bourgeoisle of thosc advanced countrics subjected to. nae-
tion2l opprcssion and the 1mp:riu11¢m - or In Poland, the Sovict
burcawcracy - which imposcs this oppression., The bourgcoisic mokes
r.ot the slightest gusturc to arousc the masses, on the contr ary, it
lcans unon the fcrciﬂn military apparatus in ordor to prcvent any

22l uprising of the messes, TFor their part, tho mosses do net for
-a momcnt cease the struggle ascinst thelr owvn bourgeoisic which Soems
to them linlcd to 1mpnriulism. The clessic "nationel dcmocratic®
movecment, whore all classes 1n soclcty at first struﬁolu tozcther
and ticn toke successive leadership of the struggle 1s ﬂbsolauely
lacking, in placc of thils, thoere is:2 elass strugsle in which the
national cu“stinn 1s intceretcd - not vicc versa, This was equally
the casc under the Germen occupation, :

The Notionzol CQuostion: "A Svstnuhtic Distortion,"

: The most qstonishing legond thot hes boon spread emong you,
comprades of the Vorkers Pa rtv 1s the legénd of the so-cnlicd "soc-'
tarionisn® of the Inturnationgé on the national questlon during the
v bcen blﬂckgncd in ordsr to sprccd

_.tnis wyth and through the blustoring, you continue to ignor: the
real oricntotion of ocur Europsan pn .rtics undor the German o,cupetion.
kO con*fncntal szetlon « wlth the unfortuncte exce rtion of the CGreek
W= jority whom you have sbstalned Trom atteeking boccause of its posie

tion on the Russian questlon - took on nbstentionist, dolaying or
neutral resition townrds the mass rosistanes moveomonts under the
Gormen occupmtiona Every movcoment mode by the masscs, cveon the smalle
est, mogt hosltant, most confuscd &s to 1dcology ond eilm, v sup-
rorted. o werc partisans of this support from our first monifeostoe
tien of political 1lfe. £4nd wc lend « bitter strugzle in 21l the
Dq“tius '"’inet scectarians opoosLa to such SUOFO;M, o struzzle

tericllzed in hundreds of poges of internal bulletins, But that

Was not tb” rocl prohlem or tho ».onl @if fleulty. The ncocessity for

such support vas clear te us nll from August, 19 0 (7“ ¢id not ot all
weilt for the IKD to "posc"-thﬁ‘ tiensl aicstion)s Pubt the qu cstion
wes to lmow hov to determine cxocetly the monifestations and forms of
> rass strugele, to calcalnuu it8 rhythm ano £o deduszc rorsnochtives
from 1t, Therc, of coursc, wo com:itted srave srrors in ﬂu:ar'nt -
tat orrors vihilceh nave nothing in common with "soctrrianisn on the
rn~tronnl c¢uarstion.” But ve ot locst posed the probleam richt side upe

-

ot

I

Tho fashicn in whiich vou poscd tnc cu;sticn, comrndus of the Lorkors
Party, s cenilrely "b stract and uarenl, having nething in coreson
vith hiet keonencd in ¥Furope undar the occupation,

You hnve approachkcd the notionnl gurstion from an obsolutcly
Ialse anmle - that of the existcnec of cn abstract "rosistance movge
mont," In vhich it wos necoszary to bs intograted whilc a3 the samc
tle ormenizing the proletaciat indop ndently. Hoallsy is conplotely
dirforents In Vlcstorn Lurapb,,aw until 1943, there VoS NAvVer & Mnss
movomant of cetive rosistonce. The only "active' mevements cre
small eeoups of spies, sabotours and Ironce-tircurs corcfully organized
. Into "eclls" of tihres, cithror by oificors in the service of the
AnplowSoxons o1 by thoe Stalinists. This movement never took on n
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mass choracter, The "entire UOyUl tion® never rerticlpated in it,
Lpart frowm thls, there wos tha clandestine rreosc - where ecch little
‘group worked isolated from ons nfnother - isol-ted ecoromic st“ikns,
protest movemerts ozalnst the c’osin of unlversities ond =rainst
ttre d°por*"tioﬂ of Jews, scre d*”onstr tlons zgrinst the high cost
of living, ‘e participated in all these movements in the most rctive
fashion, orgsonizing vhat we could orgonize with our feetle forces,
~Our Lusch comrades rlayed-a most -Important role in the 21d ziven to
Jews in hiding. In Belgium, ws orrﬂnized resistance of vorker piners
anscinst fomine reotions and forced 1hbor, we actlvely supported th
. students?! struggles .mﬁlvqt /6he closlng of unilversitles, we or;cnized
#1d4 for Jews and politicsl rerfuzecs vho went undercroana- In Fronce
our comrades vuppowted every demonssretion of worke rs, s+aéents,
retty bourgeois, rlerting the populction ~rainst forced l-ber ond
orgnnizing in mony spots demonstwatio“s cnd strugzles agninst depor-
tntlon, Ko concrete revroach could be made bout us during this en-
tire period “rd 1f there is any repronch vhich 1s complnuel" cbsurd,
1t is £hnt of "passivity" or "rbstention." Ve hed to Strh.gle con-
stently ngrinst sectrrians in our ronks vho comrlalned of our "ner-
vousness" end "exa zérated rehivisy,"

cwerds the end of 1943, o rew period begen, nkove ~ll cofter
the outbrcak of the Italian revoluiion. To escope mnss devortotion
of l-torers, thousangds of worysrs tooX to the moguls or went under- .
ground. In Belglum mud : ollﬂ‘u, they remeined passive and uneroupsed,
wlith rore exceptions. In France sever2l larze groups of ilinguls vere
formed with totnl of scme ten to fiftecen thousrrd pxrf*ci“"nts.
Witk the exrbctstion of nn Immilnent L1lied londing, bourceols ond
Strlinist orgenizatieons recruited ot on ccecolarsted rhytin, 1111
tary groups begon to be coord inﬂt ¢ cnd dlrccted on 2 natlonal basis
(in most cnses this si"nik¢vd boing burcoucrntized nnu beconiing ima
rermeﬂo1p to roliticnl discus 31-n). Soci~l movemsnts, strites and
- demonstrations becoame more marked =nd tcox on ~ brocder charccters -
genercl strike In Copechogen, fmsterdam ond Luxembure, 4 maneral
aprising ves pva'c*in All during thils rericd we, tno, nceentu-
“ated cur CtiVitY, rlaycd o granter port in werkers' strucelcs,. sont
certaln of our -crdres into tnp linguls, othars into l=y fretories,
Then, after Dalay, there were »cal mcsa 1everents o ly in @v“nce -

Ias
t

T
in Porls tnd In 2 serizs of southern citics. In Dol ary, ths Lig

moverent s came afver millt-ry ocoupcotion ¢f thrs courtwer Lr the
Br1+‘s<. In ¥olln nd, the 1lnst big *OV“PCrT » bt »ei lvnymonts strike
- comg seV:;Ll warthks J*icre “L%o r'tlﬁn Ir. Bowwrey cad Donnerrk -
ro m~3t noevonant .ocexelpt for domonstratiens of oy ab ha worent of
the Gazttn crritulation during ﬂx: lost rmenths. o kuow Sho cvents
In I%30 < anroriuatoly, v'~k.d’no section thore. I toyd Lhot you

will uot I-v fhot te onr octi”Jnn line orn thz notional ganst

a 4
i e e —— e e 4 e 2+ < 2o e e

One Za~iiraels Aan e Peank g

vos cur stratogic line during -1l uL\o( event
tare oz on 0vd otlve an~iysis of the » tionshis wetveen

£ e

5?7 Our point
s

[ ot tr& evclutlon o clhsn consciousn&su. Cur nALY vas
Ly tie Jret thet the notlionsl ¢uwstion took an “T“\73+elg
b n%u%&cter in th~30 clivorceed Zurorenn countrics =hion it ned
e y

uicl countrics Ve atarted frotn vho noint coi vio thnat in
no oceourisd COJnh*J SRTeliR v
cless censclousznecess o th
Certainly, tho fﬁ:dac icu

ho fact of the oceupstion "destrowh the
¢ proletarint nor HEhroy them foo Dok, ”
0" mras orgmialzntions to clindestine movee
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= wel~ht of occupation, oppression, kuricer and thke cystemate
¢unztion of u‘nllhiem pgrestly influsnced the state of mind of
r.88¢e But we understood that there was & fundamantal éiiference

at2en the "natlonal" preoccupaticns of the proletariat end those

£ the petty bourgeo*sip or even.of the bourgeoisie, At no tire

1d tﬁe 0ld workers! organization: "aissolve themselves volunt arily"

n a "national Gemocratic movement of resistance," This never hap=-

cd excert in the schematic and abs tract minds of certain New
“theoreticians." IN ALL COUHTRI®S HERT THE HMASSTS PARTICI PATED

THLY IN THE STRUGGLE, THEY JEFE ORGANIZED SVPhnﬁ“ELY FrOil TIE

¢1f?’*SL, UNDER THEIR OLD FLAGS - STALINIST-COINUNIST or SOCIALIST

.
o

s

,.'l n-s

o Hi'\'

1

O 1am 2 UTTH A PRQ RAM VHICH A TOT SUIMED UP IN MTHT STRUCGLE
PATIONAL TMDTPENDTHCE" BUT /MICH LINEED TAIS NEh PREOCCUP.TION
2 G TOTAL OF THEIR PRE-AR OBJECTIVES, PRESTHTED IN A HIGH

11 s At b 2 O
]

R3]
IRis y I

L

oIS oo

[ A IR ISP

:OFé—f"DI“CL 7OR{} Trese are the facts ard we challerge anybody 0
dony theme. Show us a single Surihe,fa slrngle mass insurrection which

s zept within the framework of bourgeols slogans." That of Paris?
Lnd the occunation nf the iactoﬂiﬁsq And the cdemand for nationalia
zotlon of 211 heavy industry? uua the unwillirgness of the partisans
to let themselves be dlssrmed? And the duel power malntalned in
certain big clties for months? That of Greece? ith the popular
tribunals, the partisans occurying iAthens vwith revolutlonary songs,
irstallins thelr own organs o: , power everywhere? Trat of illlan and
Turir? "I1th & council of workers =and soldiers? VWith the occupation
of the factcecries? That of'Harsaw? With the following program

cited by Zaremba: .

-
A

~

"It was here that the principal leglsletive acts saw l ht
¢lving the Comrmune not only the chiaracter of a national 1n-
surrection but that of a aOPiﬂl revolutione.. the princin:zl
of egrarisn reform, mentlorcd sbove, took the form of law,.,
Trhe statue of fectory conmitiees, guacrantee and corollary -
of tha sociallzation of production, anrlied democrztic prin-
ciples to the internal livées or- chtory ard mine, It instie

- tuted workers! participation in the dircction of industry
cnd control of production. It was & first step toward worke
ers' rule..." (Op. cit. pa ’l) '

=

Vqturallv, we do not share this cen tr*st' illusions as to "progres-
sive bVOldtion tovvards soclalism, e do nct regard these docrees
=5 a stitute for thc prolstarictls takdng power. But isntt it
hiﬁhly 31 nificant that at the vory moment thet there vas fimting
ovev the ruins of lersaw, face Lo face with the 5SS, tre nroletariat
o0 not "blurred its lass'consc~01ﬂnnss," wut rosed vith such
wwineity its own clnss obiectives in the struggle so that even the
cortrlsts undaorstood that 1t was o gquestion of the beginning of a
evolutiont .

K
4~
i
coclal p

Eow:vcr it was rrecis: lJ cn +his perepGCuiv“ that we hﬂd b(sed
onr untive stretegy on the . nationsl gquastion.

1 wrote in Mareh, 1942, in a polemic against the secta?ians:

a

"To elolw thot mhas movomens & or even insurrcetions will toke a
maticarlist! charector beesuen theose masses are sbove 2ll ProocCUuw
Liud by the national question wane to understand nothine of the
Heloetle noehoniom thet sets She proleterian rcvolution into rmiotione
crin ronoeted fop us dezens o Lines that those vho walt for a Ypure!
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proletarian revolution will never see it come. In every revolution
many layers of the populatlon participate with 2ll thelr aspirations,
preoccupations and often thelr cim prejudices. But can it bs ade

" mitted for a moment that once in the sitreets, 2rms in hand, the Bel-
glan, French or Yutch worker wlll demani nothing but %0 'kill the
German soldier! and to 'proclaim national independence?? i'ill this
worker suddenly have forgotten that his hoss appealed to ths Gestapo
when he went out on strike? Will he have forgotten hls hungor when
speculators gorged themselves? Will he have forgotten his healthy
rancor azainst the 'national! sharks of the black market? \JHATFVER .
THE.TOMNENT OR OCCASION OF THE FORCIBLE ENTRY OF THR MASSTES O THE
POLITIC:L SCENE, MOMENTARILY SHUT OFF BY DICTATORSHIP, THE FORMS
AYD ORJECTIVES OF THE STRUGGLZ \ILL BE DETERVINED INFINITELY MOKE BY
THE SOCIAL NATURE OF ITS PARTICIPANTS THAN BY THE PARTICULAR CONe
SCIOUSHESS OF THAT MOMENT," (Internsl Bulletin of the PCR, May,
1042) ' -

~ Our theses on the nationel question, adopted by our convention
In July 1943 said: _ -

"If the masses go into motion egzinst the oppression whose vica
tims they are, no matter under =hat flag, it will not be the ideo-
loglcal charccter ('notional consciousness'!) but the social charac-
ter (tclass struggle!) which will determine the 2irection and forms
of their fight. The inevlitable predominznce of the proletgriat in
any mass movement will determine the spocifically proletarisn forms
of strurgle - committes, strikes, militia, etcesese The moment that
the proletorist enters upen epen-ond gonercl struggle sasinst the
Germon occupatlon, 1t creotes ot the some time, tho seeds of dual
power which threatens to swéep cwoy the national bourgcolsie,

"THE PCR SUPPORTS AND PUSHZS FORVARD THE MASS MOVEIENTS OF
RESISTANCE TO IMPERIALIST EXPLOITATION IN ORDER TO CRTATE AND DEVELe
OP THE CHGANZS OF PROLETARIAN DUAL POVER AND TO SAROTAGE ALL ATTEMPTS

~ OF BOURGEOIS AGENCIES TO RECONSTITUTE THE NATIONAL CAPITALIST PO-ER.

IT SUPPQLTS THE.IIEEDIATE OBJ®CTIVES OF THE MASS MOVEMENTS OF
RESISTANCE TO IMPERI ALISM, TYING THFM TO ITS TRANSITIONAL SLOGANS "
(Ive Internationnle, No, 25-26, pp, 33=-34, rcprint) o’

Comrndes of the Vorkers Party, after having read these quoto-
tions, spenk frankly: docs this conform to the presentation thot
Erber mckes of our position:

‘ "That 1s why the bankruptcy of the Fourth Intsrnational on the
"national question during the occupation of Europe by the Nazis mcant
1ts bankrmptey as a revolutionary leadership, no mattor how loudly
1t cclled for 'soviets'(l) and the Socinlist United Stutes of Europe.

Or rather, one can scy thot the louder they called for these as
substliutes for the struggle of national liberation, upon which they
hnd t‘..u’)*ned their brcksees." (1) (THE NE/ INTRRNATIONAL, fugust, 1947,
p. 177 '

‘And tell us franklys:s Is it our prrspective thot has been cone
firmed cxactly - or tleat of the IKD comrcdes who claim theot "the
movement novhcre went beyond the limits of bourgeois slogons'?

The unforturnte thing, hore ogein, 1e thet you remain o prisone
er of the some formzl opposition =s the scetarian., The scetorinns
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‘more oy loszs thon o mattor of V:.l*ﬁlﬂtlcn TO nourgcol:

817 e the moverert viTl’hﬂvn 2 rre domirently notlonnl
creracto we mast be a:*in boheeause t*ﬁ‘nue stion of the rrolce
torica rcvolu ion can only be poscd 2t a hidher stage; "or" it will
b2 a truc proletarisn movement "ancé trercfo"c" the nabionsl ou~stion
will rlry only 2 subordirate rol You say: "eitrer" tre naticnal
qucstion cdomins tns everything, a“a therefore" the movement vill be
a movcnent of netional 1ibaration thet nmust oe supported; or"
thore is s proletorian revolution:f" r:ovement “end tngrpfove e
natlonsl question hes only a tacticzl importance. You a2re 2s incan-

1

e u
a2le os the sectorirns of understonding o combined movement, in

t ratlonel guistion is crofted upon trc cless s~r"ﬁ"1ﬁ which
s before aond vhich reetlts In tne intornel locic of +he
movaorent pushing the proleotarizt te resolve the sceial quzstion

at the sftre time os the national quost on,.

Our Ildcologicnl struggle curing the occunation was cbove all
conccne roted ngainst the sectariaons vho cithor donicd the ezistconce
of the nationel quosticn, or trok & delayine ~ttitudc, or cven viorse,
were énfoetlsts Iin the foece of the mass st riggle. But wo slso hiad,
~hbovs all Gurlng the sceend stngo, to combat thoe very scrious opror-
tunist crrors of the lsadurshiip of our rr ncn sister-scction, “hat

seroratca us from thom wos not the curstion of support of tha mass
POV“?CPt%, ve were all in agrecmont thore. The guostlion of larger
p'm leipatien In the tlon stlll-limitcd linguis wos not <von reised
Tne actdomle question - readomic to the degrec thot no dlficront
oricntotion in the proctical strusgle flowed from it - as to vhether
or not frorce hod bocoms an "opprissed country," ployed only o very

minor rolc 1u this discussion. “nnt was scrious, and

vhat we could
rot tolcrats, wes thb goviation witich consisted in adarnsin

o

lancunge to that of the putbr howrgeols nd Stolinist ovee ions,
Thnt os prrticipation, not in the struggle of the rinsscs, oau in
thc cecovtions of the leaders. “hon they wrote in 1840: "Through

fear of the Revolutlon, tic hourgcoisie thrcw'itoclf into tho ~rms
of the Germans and throush foar c? the Gormns 1+ willl tihror itsclf
into the arms of the rcvolution® (*”us erinn = crocgressivs 1<~sion
to this "orprosscd colonisl bourzooisic" vhon during the soma voo
they called for the constitution o a grect party (1) of thoe uoSiSt-
anco, uniting os far as rossibile the progrcssive clemonts of the
bO“”ﬂQO;SiO,szcn In 194} they ~slied the English government to
give satisfoction to the strikers! demonds in ordor t0 roweld noe
tional solidarity mmd to bring o “iust sharing of sncrifice!" - et
thnat point, wo attrcked them rnd “"*fily 511 For it wns P'i*hcr

Is nutlonalism
cnd the Ideal of notionnl uni‘y e vou think thrt this-s'?

ves ocus of place, comrodes of the “orlers Porty?

Scrtalnly, woe committed cortolrn tnctizal errors. Yo &l nos
Plﬁc: “nonn oﬁphdsis in our precsa on the fMundament ol iffrrontine
tlon tivit we made botwaern the or-anizatious of rortisons and Hhose
of the sgrrvice of Imperirlism; . sout tvo for comrades into tho
Maguis;  in Pronce, wo fﬂil:f to put forwerd thy slozan of "1 nowsr
J: & O 1o b

=
te co.niittoea of libors C jeect to recnll Hy whe
P But rere it is ahtey oi'“lsolu\|lj sLﬂﬂz*“r" orrors
N ne woy Feve chonesegd the coursc of avente, ‘ in
nove boseme mtss oroavizotions ot thot stoge
ley is & mockor s French rd ehtering 106
rvoerd of IRL3 on tre boasls of o line throt :orron
id utlenl to als Ilist lino, It mnde rrocrazs just os
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slowly as afterwards @ mixed loadership did. Ve entered the ar with
orgenizations Lalf-overvhelmed and decimated without real roots in
tve factorles, without rcel roots among tre mosses, The vave Of
1943=44 wes. too brief, too sporadic, to permit us to stablize our-
solves more seriously. It had inevitably to be channelized dy
Stalinism as the only worke pst orgenization which had galned the cone
fidence of the proletariat during the rreceding perlod. Scarchers
fop blucprints think that a party can be bullt if 1t has a "plan"
or tnis or that apt slogan. We know that on the contrary, propi-
t1ous osjectlve conditions rust oxist as must a work of years of
rroparetion and efficecious peretration before the masses vegin to

?-’rlaceatheir confidence 1n a new leadershiy. This could come for us

only after a profcund ard disillusioning experience of -:&he. masses

. with Stelinism, that 1s to say, in the stage which has just begun.

TeGaulle sné liikolajezyk

The resl dif ficulty arlses vhen 1t becomes necessary to distine
guish betwesn movement s of the masses end the organizatlons vhich at
Sifforont stegcs pretend co spofit in the nama of the masses. As you
now have the impression in tho United States, in linc with your
tmprossionist rashion of enviscring matters, that Hikolajezyk re-
praosents 2 "netionsl-democratic aovement ' in Poland, thus not a
few poopls abroad considcred DeCcullc to bes the porsonification of
the mess resistance movemert ! Yr1his wes not the official-concoptlon
of yowr organization, but to wy grzot surprise and indignetion I
pecently rzad in onc of the 0ld nurbers-of THE NEY INIEAT ATIOHAL
discussion articles emaneting from rmombers of your organization

™in favor of "conditional su ort" to De Geulle. he vory intircste
: ¥

ing parcllels in thesc two cases lood us to insist further upon
ow polint, ’ ‘ v o

Dc Goulle, ultra-rcactionary asgent of thc Frcnch bourgaoisie,
rerformed threc fanctlions for his closs: o) to mzintain political
11aison with the Anglo-American coimp, b) to. prcparc roenswcd cadres,
for the srmy and bourgeols stzte in ths avent of an Anglo=-fmerican
victory, ¢) to try to channclize pctty bourgcols discontcnt - the
bourgcolsic had fewor {1lusions than certain partisans of the
Fourth Intcrnationnl as to his hold on the vorkrs - tovords counter-
rovolutionary bourguois goals. The "Gaullist" organizations verc
elther purely isolated networks of csplonoge and sabotage or small
groups of clandestingc propezands without great importonce, or mili-
tary orgonlzations composcd of ronctionary clomerts dircesed azainst
orgeni zations lcnd by the ctalinists in which the nctive clermonts
of the workars! "resistance® wors asscmbled.

Tt was preclsely the crime of the Stnlinists to fight for the
sntftention” of She vworkers ond bourgeols "pcsistance," this lotter
boing fondaremally cpnosed to overy cction of the mnsscs, stcbotage
inz it whorover possible ord 1lwiting $t32lf to the proparntion of

“thr oloments for o rorld junction with the  Anglo=frcricon milltery
torecos, It wes the Stalinists who jruded Do Gzulle to th» sxles,

represonting him 2s & "grcat~n2tinual,10ﬁdcr," o "symbol of %ho
‘rcsi:tancc,“ ctCeseey Slving nim the 10 ndorship of the orgenized
rov:oned , vermitting and hielping ninm to broak the spirit of the
nousos, ond proprring thus tha c1.ments for his Bonapartist corcer

"

. whleh is heglnring now, In ronlihy 1t was necessary to undcrstand -

nd heppily our wholo movement nd It rlone dig so, which 1s now
or.s of the principal sources for owr politlcal prcstige in ¥ronce -
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that Do Goulle was in & wiay the Pebein of the Anglo=imrricans, ‘Yhate
ever the lunbermsdlary rcr*ot, he would szeoon orponr os the »nllving
roint for the woret ~mnerdcs of the worlkdng class, To hove siven the
smallcst supp o*t, no nmetter how GO!&ltiC“ul tc. o charcceher of this
sype, to hove creosted coniusion os to the rro\-‘ssive“ chozracter
“in any d“ gree of his fight - which wvas nothing more than a struggle
for thc reinstallation of tio Fronch bourgoolsie to 2ll its imperiale-
1stvprivrl ges - oS re“11y‘to heve taken a. deeislve stCn touhrds
sulcidel “hn ronstrosity of this "national-corwnism" of tro
Stalinicts - which rocnlls thelr “crnditioxal support" to thic struge
gle of hunubcorff nealrst the Trcoty of Verseilles - 1s to revenge

it scW’ roflnet theme 4f tho Frouch rroletarliet doca rot ligulcdrte

%hem, Reteh' A will be liquiinted by this sams zencral vhom fh::, so to
speal, "irstolled" irn the minds of the French potty bourgevisic
E" For us, comrndes of thc dorxbrs Purty, thic fatal error which you

are committing in according "conditional support" to Mikolajezyk 1s
xactly of +he seme nature ss the crror of the HHalinists who

"C”itic°11J gurrorted De Geoulls, The Stallrists vwho &rrply in prec-

E-  tice the theory of retrogresgslon anc curry it tno its logical ceon-

. clusion, dcocloring tict the ornly stprugzles ssihle are ncilonnl
striaggles nzalnst imperielism, ware lccd 10?13911j to discover a
historic“le progressive role: for. tu, I'olish, Fraench, <tc, Hourgzola
sics urder the Gormen occupntiorn, Do you think that thc axistence
of the Hussilan occu p°+ion FiVuS tho *olish Lourgcolsie o rrosrossive
rolc? If it 1s s0 - and 1 “dc ot b:lich 1t evon for on lretont -
then 1t nust be said Cl@““lj and thorn cverybody con judge vhere the

“renl differcnces llie Byt 11 it is rot so, rou muist rcoxaminc your
nttitudce wrkich s+ﬂms from thls funcemortal confusicn and undcorstond
trat uncolditicnﬂl suprert to cvory movement of resistipec of the

“mrsscs must be accomrnonicd by on cqunlly stubbeorn ornd r‘rﬂilu<s_
str:gglo agrinst 211 bourgeels ogoncics whniceh cttemnt to channdllze
this struezle in order to prralyzc ond brock 1* 1t 15 not the mnsscs

ho followecd De Grulle, they followed the Sts Jirists and reformists
“ho imroscd thelr leadersi:ip uron thom. Nor 1s 1% *zo mnsscs who
follow Mikoln jezyk, thoy follow tre Soclcllist op.osition ard = mis=-
fortunc it will be if tzx;iﬁutvﬁ COﬁm&t ttre qﬁne fetnl crror os daid
the Stnlirnists in Frzncu.

»

A iiari on the Nnture of the St-%n ooad Polishy Feonomy .

S——

The cuswver of Comrrde nrbcr to osupr rnalyeis of tic Follish stote
end cconomy (TiE T INTTRNATION=L, July, 19&?) is o typlenl cxample
of the irrcsponsibility with ”vlch vou trke ¢ position ¢on the most
complicated snd sorious probloms without serious documentntlon,
without & carcfal study of frebs, vithout nttompt ¢ ~gsscemhle nnd.’
coordinato your roints of viow oun éisferont quustlons,

1’*’ incompareble facllity, Erber constructs hils cntire rrau
;. ment on trL'szotn*"iq £hoet o Polish stnie Lins expropri-tad Lir
= sections of the Polish beurceoisic. “hore dld he discover tiis?
3 We dofy im to cite < single scrieous cconomic souree %o prove tris.
thesls, cport from tic svticlea or bourguols journnlists ignoront
on the giticct of "retiounlizcotichs.” Aetunlly, thewve wrere tuo
kluds of cxproprintion in Pelonds ’

-~

o) Exrreprrinotions by Nesl in crirlism of ~ port or the
. bourg-oicle, cnd the Jevish bowg coisis, as well £s the repa
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a% prices fap belov 1ts value, of foreig capitel investments in
4.01 id. X

) Ex prorriatioﬁs by tho Polish state of means. of nroduction

posses ed or held by the German bourgeoisise particiularly in the wes=-
tern rart of the presert Poland,

Svept away by hls polemlcal lipetu osity, Erber ironically cltes

us vhen w2 say that the Polish hourzeolsie has 1little casital st
© 1ts élammosel, &cc ordiua to. nim, this stems from tke fact that the
b state 1s so 1little canitalLst“ in Yolerd. 1If ke had tekan the
1 trouble to read uovrectly wnat we had written, he would have seen
that tre Polish beurgeolsle (a) was alrnaay extremely yroor in capi-
tal bofore the war and (k) lost an important rart of its woalth
urdar the Germarn occuration, : ,

- #ctually, even if 2 Russian soldler had never set foot on
Polish territory, & large part of the rnationallzations would have

Lied to be iIntroducsd techuse 1t wos a quastion of mines and factories
without l,gbllv existing preprictors and because thers were no
ca“i*“liuts vho could Eﬁvy,*agv“ shiem beck, '

.-If Erber viishied really to rced the articles of Fudzilconski end
not me»2ly to try to utilize thcm in 2 cn%ual fashion, nc would
sc2 thet namerous fascists snd bourgecols rcliticians, innuﬂnrﬂble
.pollicc, functionaries, officers ond ccclesiastics continue to occupy
sltuntlions of first imrortance in the arraratne of tha Inlish atnte,
Thera is 2 roverful group of Notionnl Democrets; led by Grabski,
the 0l1d leooder of the reos ctlon, scys Fudzlernsiki ’ and a group of
coloncls l=2d by Ryzmowski, uooodv can deny thiat ¢ powerful faction
of vhat still thyoleerlly exists of trhe cld Poltl h bourgcolsie
collevorates with the prosent rozime, Can the burcaucrney transform
the socirl rature of .2 country without destreving tho arrabatus
of the “ourgooils stnte? By "inkoriting" tﬂv l=rzo3t rart of +this
beurgecls spparcius ond seimply filling some loy positions vith
1ndiocnous Ste 1linists? Thesc arc the 1ﬂpor+ant fbeorot-uhl QICS=
tions tc which we arc rcnlly waelting o reply.

Bl
(o)
"’1 P-'

E rbor doos not claim nat thore 1s the same econc ny In Polend
as in Ruselia, but no says thot Sic Polish cconomy is oriuntcd in
trat alrcetion., vhat ccornonic reehnnism? A comparison with the
D 45 completily :rp*wPic*°1 ard out of nplrcc, Tho NWD2 come after
rrovious dostructicon of the bls bourgcolsic. Iuring the NTr, the,
stoto contimied to empleoy mora thon 00% of all salaricd - nr&crs,
1ts rart shore of commercinl cornisal never full balow "Oq. It hed
2 monoroly of roreign trode, Forclen dobts wore ropudlstoed.. Forcign
cnpinal ro longsr lind n Lold on the country, In snit~ of 2ll *rese
fx+“‘~*1" favornhls foetors, n nou beoursoclsle wes so - ridly con-

itut»“, that after flve ywtrs it had the atrnte by tho thPO"Q. In
P31n nd, the stete ovns only 605 orf industrinl cmiitnal g ~loys

to
<

enly 00 of ron-nrrieilturcl lotor, 1t controls only £0%-u85Y of
. commoreind enarplial. Currency cxchange, ineluding °0ﬂ»iwm crehonge,’
. lorgily cseopes its cortrol, It continucs to rfy 2 butc to rorcliegn
‘ debts,  Imicnse wonlth is 4o ho found concentrets ﬂ In tho honds of
the old murg: olsi: vhich rns »y no means boon dostroyed. Tids
cvalinn as woll as o overy repild rrocoes of differentintion !Wich
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taking :lacs in rural arces will Dring formideble bourgcols pres

to L-e» treinst the polltlcs of liulvﬂtion of rr'"afc crter N"*sc.
“he stote burcaucracy, extremely corruntable, 1s ebove all subject to
the Influcrnce cf the bourgeclisle; 1ts gtat@ rcvennes are cntlirely
InsufMeclcrt, Tkis erameration m*Jht be contlnuzd ed infinltun,

0f coursc, thcere %s the Rusd an army, the NKVD, its Pol*sb
courterpart, c¢te,..These factors will play en irportsnt role. Eug
ve do not think that the terror is cepable of crurating social re-
volutionz, e hLVﬁ never clalmed, es Erber says we do, that the
bur““wnyfcy "arts "atove all, thic mairterance or recsta’lis“m:nt of
caritalirm, “e o trhink tratithv burcaucracy is .atove all intorested
4 the arowth of. 1is reverues. | RBUT THaL &1 HAS BERN FO-SED, by its
counter-revoluticonary cherscter, T0 EXERCISE ITS CONTROL (VmER }CLLoH
BECOHOLIC 4AYD POLITICAu LIFE THOUCH THT GIVEN TRODUCTIOH RWLATICNS
AWD A STATE STRUCTURE WEHICHE HEUAIN FUHNLAITZNTALLY BOURGEOIS, That is
pracisely vhy tho situation remalns "in transition” in Poland as
In the other countries under Russlan control. For this conhabhitetion
car only be & transitory phenomoncn, Un the rart of the burceucracy,
tanls cohablitatlon cen be exrleined by its dosirs to lean uron all
k- the slcomernts of “order" that arc wililing to “coll ehorats® wish it
t- . in 1ts counte ravnl“fionerv vorke

Evdzr doos rot undcretand ~het the Pollsh bowrgb01 ;1e¢ has cained
In this countérqrevcluticn ary actlion, Bub how thon, can tho
collaboration of Grebskl, the moest consclous politician cof the bour-
geoisic, end Mikolajezyk, the laporielist agent, bo errlained? By
masocnlsm? Isn't 1t cl“ﬁr that all of the bourg:oisics of #Hastern
Eurore hove vai“,d Importart vorrs of resrite from the Kramlin end
their "ibdlﬂrno st utaltristu hen they were threatencd by comrlate

nnihilntion? Isntt 1t claar *1q‘;,43,‘:or¢oks could have wipe

thusu ’isc“pait cd e¢lemonts of tiic pest from off tlhe face of Hhe
Polisk torritory vitiin 24 ho:*s if the Kromlin Y2d not Intcrvencd?
Tke bourcocisic had to pey = kil-h price for this prctcction, e be
sure., Eut hctweon two rvilb, 1% crose the lasso Erd tlov: %s no
doubt but thet from 1 s own Oi“u of viow, 1t CuOSb wvelly:

is tire, comrades, that you abandon this irrcsponsibility
2
o

In Juzgling facts, &s it 1s 5irmc that you abanden your irrssvonsi-
hillty in Judplug the positierns teiken “v tho Intornatioral, Our
"soetorienlam on tle nationnl culstion" and our "support to the GPU
areinst the cnslevad masses” ere rart of the some category of notions
in vwilelr you £find "tho Poliah vourgeo isic cx.POH“%utod-by the :

£
1 enly in your imasinationt

R}

Stalinlsts,” notilons which ars ro:
- JI - .

T ORIENTATZION A INTERFAL REGINE COF THE INTERNATIONA

Incinel Critorieon?

Froa the bestuning of the viclent campalen vou lot locse ~reins
your Jopunsonite sirovity, vou Introduced inso the debabe an sroumand
of 2 natur. that voull pro;oanuxj dioricnt you~ muriborse . fou have
"oducated" tis wambors of tho Uni'mous Porty in ot epirit Shat "the
strmaeorle or tendoneics within o IpbarrﬂtiOﬂql clnors “?ound the
quosticorn of vwhetlor the Iutormaticonal will be turred into = left

“wing of Strlinlss or victlier 1t i1l bacome once araln th; left ving

| ¥
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£ the proletariat.,” The Political Committcce in the resolutlon
wrich 1t submlts to you now ropeets this monstrosity and rals- s 1t
to ths lowvwel of the leading in & of your rmovemcnt. At the sarme
time, however, ancther "axo ras hcen discovered: you heve dise-
covored the "Ca annonism," thke "burceucratism" vkich is supposed to
h“V“cor““rt d the leadorship of the Internationzl snd you oropose
bloc with 211 tondﬂncies viiich wich to broak this "bureausratic"

~ This, comrad2s of the. Va*ional Comnittce, 1s a matter of twvo
irrosronsticle mys*if*caaions which throw a sad light on the v»ath

taksn Ly veur lesdershin, This is 2 qucestlon of an attompt on 1ts

rart to cvods 1ts TC§£Ou¢ihilit1“S by systematically perverting

the dirsction ci tre dobate, turuing it from i1ts true objicctives, .
by aliznating you, consciausly or unconsciously, from the loveient 1
to ﬁlic“ you vish to roturn,

N |

Jhat §s the meaning eof fh, discovury thet the princirpal lines

of dsmercetion in the +nternationcl are drawn botween the "phnilo-

Stalinists" ond thosc who fight nglinisn? Hove you for & momcnt
rafleeted on any possible cxnlén tion for this astonishing phcinomcnon?

The Social Domocrzcy is objcesively the loft wing of bourgvois
dszmocracy, says the Polltical Coumittce 4ocumﬂrt. Wiry? Bacause

‘bourzcels domocracy cractes <11l the condltions of life and povwer of

the Socicl Domocracyld Hew cnn it be ewrlaincd that the leads rship -
of the Internotionsl roproscrts "objwctivclv" the loft wing of
Stu11u13m9 Is Stolinism thke basc-of our 1ife and our pover? Are we
211 consclous that it constitutos a mertal threat to humnnity,
""C Yf@nkf_*_'r clossz, owr npvf\mrf-’ cvery mwkrr of our movercnt?  Is
rot the violert destructlon of our Intcrnctional tho goal of S%2line
$sm? Dontt you sce thot this absurd theory 1s the othier side of
tre coin of that other Ingerious inverntlion which mnde of the Soclal

‘Democrocy the left wing of frscism (vhose politicol cim was os

rvctly thc destruction of the Sociel UOmovrftic organizaotions as
tre Stalinists?! alm is tho d“SuPJutiO of cursy?

From whors dovs tkis tronsformctlion cf the majority of our sec-
tions Sﬁﬁ l2aderships stem?  Frowm Stalinist povcr? But hore 1t 1s

n quostion, with the oxécrtions of the Frineh nnd Itallan scetions,
of scctions in whose countrics Stolinlsm is infinitoly loss strong
thon fmerleon imrericlist prossurce? Vhot do bthey rops to i2in in
tris mnrnor? Vhat is the sociol ozienl oxpleonantion of this cicere
tionnl dsvelorment? Yeu cen find no ott-r than the "censervetism"

ot the “Cannonite clique." Tris is ro lenzzr o mrtorielist oxple o= -~
tion of history, 1t is o demonice intcrpritation of cvents, real :
viten=nuntinegl .

Erbor in his = I YOINTERNLATIONAL *nsi ts on the B
feeot *rhot tvo Coclesl L innd qz&stionu scporate the tonfoncles

in thy Intora-tioncls:s the Russis wation “nd the notionnl cuese
tione Your Politic«l Coumitseor in its resolution attnaciks aznid

thto "goetrrianism® of the londsrshin of tie Interneotioncl, Hovcver,
"emelvot tho burccucratic regiic! foa are »ondy to unito rith tho
Fronehr extreome right - the or1" toendoney in the Internntionnl vrich
noa g2hom renl htondeoncies of Cﬂﬂlulli fion to the Stolinists - ond

U pracl soetarinn. het 13 the nlm of this hloe? The

vish Munils
averturin 0 the prosent leadersiip crd its rerlacoment by o new
l:adzrstir, . , ' 769



‘that politics would o Shnchtman-Munlse Frenchecxtrems-right
bloc epply? There 1s not onc conerete polltical question on vhich
these tcndencies are in sgreomont, Is your aim to no long:r have
the gencral political line of the International? Do you wisk to
reducc 1t to o federation of naticnal partics? Or perhzps elcet a
"domocretic" leedership vhich would apply a political lipe with
which it is not in agrecemcnt? Is this not 2nother indication of
‘the complste irresponsibility with which your leadership attacks
_thbso rroblcms sO vital for the International?

The pr"cticul rosa 1ts of this political "oricntation" torn
smong thrcc different directions in which it vishes to nn~ vc 1tself
at onc and the samc timo, appears most cloarly In the Grook cucstion,
In 1944, vou tried to utilize the Greek affelr to prove our “scCe
tariznisn’ on the nationsl quostion, In reality, all our sccticns
werc partisans of uncerditional sup oort for the struggle of the .
messes groured berInd the E&d, in lirc with our fundamontal oricnta-

one

At present, Grecce 1s the only country in Zurope in vhich e

truec mass resistance to imporialist opprossion exists, The ovare

~ whelming mejorlty of tre repulatlon actively or pusslvely supnorts
the partisan movamcnt wihiich now cnjoys a graater dogree of inae-
pendence fram Stalinism then in 1224, You krow 211 this, £&nd in
spltc of cll, in Greece, vwhere no onc can zbsteln, where miscry,
unparsllcled fascist terror, firing squads and dally execcutions
-continually pusking workers, students, rctty bourgcols and peasants
into the Maguis - there you aro fore..the third camr, Why? Be.
cause the mass movement 1s lesd by tne Stalinists ¥ho tpe the agents
cf Russia} : :

But accordlng to you, Mlkole Jezyk toc 13 an ngent of Imprriala-
ism, Th~ supnosition - urroncous - that he would be rported by
cortaln leboring sectlons in Polond pormits you to "uurport him
eriticolly, But you arc szpinst o movemernt in which cvery workor
has token hls rlece end vherc 11 those who abstzin vilill romcin
1solrted from the proleteriat for- yaors, if rot for decades. Don't
you scc thot thls Is exnetly the scre position 23 that of the sec-
tariens under the Germon oﬁcwzation vihosc erguncnintlion consistcd of

saying thet the "londers" wishod %o Install = regimc subordinsted
to imnoriclism? As If thase vietovlously insurgent messes blindly
followrd the instructions cof tholr leadors) Con yeu, evon for eon
irstont, supposc .thrt a victory oi the partiean moviment In Greece
urdcr the fasclst dlctatorsiip = o victory that oven more than in
Dceenbor 1944 vould mian the cnd of cf cpitelism in Grooccee - The

th:ls victory would ~llowr the Shalinists to crush 2 victorions verke.
Ing cluss? TUndcr thesc con c*ti:ns uon't vio have to Abstaln Lrom’
all ’ov"'n mees. movenents 1oad by tho o+Qlin1qts? Isn't th

ussi on army to ko fourd within Eé hours distance from bam~"“Hb1“?
Alas, cor r*des of the Yintionsl Corniltice of th& nrrty fiﬁhtln” for
e POOJ understanding of thre notionnl qu.stion, frﬁinst scetari anism
and ar~inst Stnlinism, your conceshe rosltion in Grocee can only b

at one nrd the sarc tlme sectrrinn, i*nooinb the most hurning n“tion-
el gu-stien In Europo outside of Germ an”, and in prrctic 'Jvina
ths St 1ixists thce monopoly of the mrss movenantl
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Our Fieht soninst Stalinism

Tlic rccusation you bring o *’iust the lb”uvr“ﬂip and N“dc“lty
of the Intemationcl 1s £ll the wmore obsurd in that the latiser is
engrged cveryvhere, for .the flrst time In 1ts history, in a procetlerl
flent noclnst Stallinism and hos succeeded in vinning the first vica-
tories in this strugele. It is there thet the real difference be-
tweon Yeur tendency and ours 1s to be scen, While you contant yourw
sclf \ith violent anti-utﬁlinist 1°nQULge and save the greater part
of your p"uctic”l rct*ovs for the rigint ngeinst the leadorshir

and m*wor1+y of tre lrternational, we are beglnning to fight Stoline
1sm on tie only tcrruin on which 1t rust be combatted - that of the i

mtss movomentl

Are our Dutch comrades who have won first=rank positions
ageinst the Stalinlsts In the trade unlons, vho meorcllessly crcluded
from thoir renks o high trade unlon ofiicial vwho showed tondencics
towards ”tantical"'conpromiSDS vith the St=llnist politicsl linc -
ars thcy "left Stalinists"? . Our Bolgian comredes, whe since the end
of tne wrr have twlee succeeded iIn splltting off n section of
-Young Conwrrunlsts - are they "left Stolinlsts 2 Our French comrqdos,
wko thanks tc their active prrticlpetion in the mass strugglc
1load a mecoting of theousfinds of Teuoult str1&=rs to choss from the
hall = high Stalinist functionurv who calumnlcd the strikers ond
our manb:rs - arc they Yleft Stolinists® ? Our Swiss comr~des who
succe:SI“le pushad back Stzlinist influcnec in the most 1mpovtant
trades unfon in the country wnd in 2n 1mport nt scctlion of the youth
movement - "loft Stalinists"? Our Bolivisn cenrades who kﬂ G COMe
rlofely dostroyed St 1irnist 4nfin nce in th» vorkins clross - "left
Stnlinists"? Our Ceyloncsec COmPiauS wno. have driven the Stnlinis ts
from 211 their posttions = "loft Stolinlsts"?

Howycver, all thoso sectlons arc the most stubborn prrtisaons

of our majorlty nnnalysis of the rnoture of the Russinn stnte and the
noturce of the Stalinist pertics. And they have only baon nble %o

obtaoln those successes, wilch riork o now stngoe in the davelopment
of the Intermntionnl, becrusse they hrve corrcetly unicratood the
rhcnomenon of Stalinlsm and bscousc they have known Low to approsch
it without ony compromisc but a2lse without timt scetarian astitude
whler. would cordemn us to isolasion from the overvhelming majority

of tre rroletrrint, How con vou wiwintein the cnlumnious nccuscotion
Cof "1:7% Stnlinism” in the foceo of those frcts? :

OUX ZUTIFE INTTRNATIONAL I3 PROSOUNDLY CONVIECED THAT 2 CAN

OXLY ~CCOUFLISH OUR UIQ ORIC TASY THROUGH A DEATH STRUGGLE LGAINST Qi
STALINIL, OU". =N INTFIIATIOULL IS PROFOUNDLY Cf ""'I\J’"‘ THAT
Ti STRUARLE FCR 1’:"‘7' I MT-HI T2 O\.TI“*‘HRO"" OF STALIN IS THW LUMLER

OlZ TASK O THF RUSSI AN JORIKER AMD FRACAUT MAS3E3S, Thaore im clso -
ot opeeosent the fundamaent~l-trsk ol dnfending wilots, in our oninion,
remains of the cengussts of VYeteohow, TIR ENTIRE POLITICAL O Ii“LA—
Tien o o L¥5DERSEIP AT CAJOETYY STELS FROL TiE FOSSIPILITY AND

JHBINE : ,W £ FRVOLUTIONATY JOTID LWf?:ﬂKP OFLH“oTlUGJk.OF
THR UaSsES3 CHFTHST AVFERICAY ITIPUIALISM AND AGAINST TIDE ZQVIRT
BUIIUCALLY s Wwo Lrve expresscd thils nonvictlon in the funlemontel
ﬁwﬂl?xr‘* o tho Intemutionnl, Vo hrve oxpressod 1t in tro plinums
of the IFC. Wo heve mode 1t the contrnl peint of tlo two 1.st
monifs st-as i the Intornotionnl, that of the 1lst of Moy and the

o ~mrinst the Belgrade Burctiue Yeur obscrver who attondsd our '
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cadrc confarance can inform you that wo:also made it the priacipal

theme of thls reeting,  If you consinus 4o re eist, in the face of
thrse 2bsclutely o n&en‘a Ple fects, in sprceding tkis slanderous
accusation, we must logically.conclude that. your aim i35 nelther the

_elariiication 6f dlfferences nor the education of the riepbership in
the discussion, but = rsly to ;oi on the stmosrhere end systemsatical-
ly to prepere splits. Thls would be the crinminal result of en ir-
responsible orientation.  lic refuse to believe tnat the members. of
the .Jorkers Party, once they have undorstoced the real rolitical line
of tha Irucrnational antt the trutiy ebout its internal regime, will
accept such an crientaticnl

The True Line of Demarcation ir the Irntornatiorsal

Aetually, the real linc o acmercation in the Irternationsl

is eutside of thess three qucs ions, chosen ebsolutely artitrarily,
The real line of demcrection vos,crqwn by Trotsky in thc last yosars
of ris lifc: THE TRAISFORIATIGY «F (OUT ?DV?ZﬁFT PROM PHOPACG L :
G'OUPS, vhoss ectlvity 1s above alil litersry and vhose cemnos! ‘tion
enhove 211 pobtty bourgcols INTO RWVOLUTIONARY MA33 PARTIES HOSE
PRIVARY PSTOCCUPATION IS TH. APPLIC/TION AND AELLITATION OF TR

TRAMSITI ONAL PROGRAM, rertles that become the truc orgenizations of:
lJaa=r~~‘p of ress mnfbn&nts. L

, § .transform=tion could‘only Fave boen aprroached bﬂfﬁrn thc
war. Tho properation cf the war, the s*lxuc fincl ebb-tidc, tre
1sclation and disoremmicz ation 1n vhich our mecvement found itsclf
rut 1ts rcellzation rorord to the next hlstoricszl stoge, '

Buz abcordinr to us, thls stage has-alraedy begun. Tkt is why
we arc convinced that the tmic linc of domsrcction is drevm, In the
Irtarnational ard in cach sacticn, botwoor thoss vho accort ~nd
corsider as roas*bl » Ir the cra in which we live, thls trineformea
tlon of trnc intcrnctlonal into the ‘rosl recvolutionnry lcaderskip of
tho mrss struggle and these vwho clthor think ’cL ot this task 1s not
rerllizchle or vho rofuse to sntor in overy country uron th: conercte
poth vklcn le2ds to its conclusiorn, -

BB consider the Russicn and notional questions as fmnorton
theorcticel end reolitiecal qurstiors., %o discuss thom ord will cone
tirus to stucy thom in line vith the conercte dovelorment of tie
situntion, bBut we rofus: absolutcly to Jngx th tendoneins .in tho

Irternstionsl by these critorta, 4 doviction on Stre Auzeinn quis-

r

tion con ko the index of 2 corizlotely rovisionist attituds to linrxism:
thrnt was £t cnse vith Bumbian, It con be o transitory crror witha
out ony influc ncc en the fundamrntol orlentitlion of tho wmanbore
tint wos the cosc with Correda Ceoircauls pro-var "defzatien," In
r historical roried of ~n ehbb fa the workors! movcement, wron the
c'r+“‘m rots pic tasw censists In defondlng nrd safomucrdins its
: 1 Ivtsarity f'rom tlo tondoncics tourrds dceccomrozition

tluﬂ “raoso fotally horn In the dorths of the ¢bb, discussions
sround ~ cucction lilke o Rusalon cne ceon onrnd must bo censid red
as corcisive for e ~lispviout of forcaa. F t whon Trotuky dii'tircen-

. AT
tlotcd ue frow the POV Juring the ‘3ftis; Cif*l war, o fscorind
or.ly o completoly scoondery 1m“)=“”n@‘ to the nmuessizn gusstion, cone
cortenting 211 his forces on ravolutlonory ¢ ct cs. Thrt wns the
Clugle, of the situetion and the 3.°:OHSLb11Lhy of" the rovolusion ry

o <
L lendershiy Ak thret conercts oho~ of Gevelopments, Tint iz ~loo the
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lopic of‘the present situntion and the responsibility of the lecder-
ship and membership of the Trotskylst movement,

Our Internms t10n41 hes & heavy burden of -the past to overcome,
During the years of stegnation and ebb, htbits were established,
wn*lors of theught end organizotion were sdopted which are cbsolutew
ly inca’v"tiwle with the tasks of the present period. To disengnge
ourselves resolutely from dilettantism, to urderstond that dlscus-
sion must above all be considered as a method of clarification to
resolve nvoblems of ection, to eliminate mercilessly from the leader-
st.1p of our sections “2ll irresponsible elements vho are not imbued
in their every cct with 2 sense of the historical responsibility
“nich welghs upon thelr shoulders, to hove done with all litercry
and “stract unrealizable politics, to stop talking for our ovmn

sctisfrctlion and to concentrate 21l our efforts on patient and stub-
born venetration into the most decisive sections of the vorking
class for rrinci*lea, resultful intervention in every mnss struggle -
such mist be the princirel vreoccutftion of the Congress 2ond 2ll its
decisions must be so oriented. e cre convinced th&t the reoently
opered reriod 1s one in vhich the victory or defeat of the »roletarie
at will derend more ond more uwnon our own roliticés., Ve must act ac-
cording to the rosoonsibiliti@s uuich WC assume,

On this terrain, we feel co:mlote poli+ic“1 SOli@wPlt" vrith

the lecding comrades of the SYR., ‘o moy have differcnces on this
or that detriled question with them., VYe may prefer thils or thot
mnnner of ralsing 2 problem to thet which they usce. But we have boen
corvinced thet the overwhelming ncjority of the SYP is composed of
militants and cndres RO HAVE TIE SAYE FUNDATUNTLL PREQOCCUPLITION A4S
VE. It is on thiis, ard this only, that the political accord which

xists betwecen -us is bosed, Eerv+h;ng else 1s co ldmny, and on fte
temn» on tke part of the calumnictors to cscape trelr responsibility
which is thnt of definlng thoir owm rposition in enck conrctc discus-.
ston ACCORDING TO THIS SUNDAMN™IT/L 'CRITERION VEICH IIUST DETERIINE
THT ATTITUDYE OW EVFRY RESFOUSTI 2IE TrHDENCY,

"Cennonisn" in Action

The sccond slandcrous nccusation me ade by the rcsolutlon proposed
to your Notional Committece by tho Politisal Committec consists in
presenting the lcedorshiv of the Intermmtionsl as "fretioncl cgents
of the Cannon clique" who intorvene burcaucraticnlly in the Intcrnne
tional solely in the "fretional interests" of the SUP mnjority
"even ccairnst their ovm politlcnl solidarity."

It is difficult to imneinn o more defamctory declarntion or one
mers controry to the truth, sctunlly, the present lecdershin of the
Internationn 1,-“s well as the Provisionnl *arop e Sceretnriat ~nd
the mEuropsan Sccretorint arnd Intcrnssionnl Sccerotnrint, hove ollowed
2 Iino of conduct strictly outlin:d belorc tLJ forum of our movcment
and coneistently ond uncompromisingly applicd,

Its cenéuct in nll Internel discussions which took placc in the
cns wes Insplred by thess tuwo zdhdvm\ntﬂl rrooceup” tions: '

() To unify in cveory country all the teondinelos of the Fourth,
To sofosunrd the uni+3 of our movemcnt. To avold the rolscn of
fretlonel strugales by nsso~inting, ns far ns possible, the
strong tundencics of the socction in the vork and rg,pon51bﬂli-
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tics of dally lendersnip.

(b) To intervenc politicallsr in all scctions to d~afond the

line of the intcminticnal and its fundaniental oricntotion townrds

mass wopk and the oprplleation of the s»irit of the Tronsiticnal
Procram, To abstatn carefully f from all organizatloncl intervena
tion unttl uft'r the Congress. :

Lot us see how those princioles have been 2pplicd. I vill try
to enumirate the prinecincl Interventions of the present lcadership,
in their aifferent feorms, recognizing thot thls enumerction is very
Incomnlcte: ]

(L) 1In Fronce, since 1945: rttompts at unificatlon, then uni-
fication, <The whole french partr vill verify thet without the cof-
-forts of the Eurowcon Secr~*wrigu, unification wvould not hnve bhecn
achloved ornd chove all would not hove heen malntalned in the first,
most Alfficult reriod. Constont cifforts to ossocinte overy tendency
in the dov-to-dzy loadeorship of fhe porty (the last offort in this
diraction was mads ot the end of Spring of 1947),

Pollticnlly, the ES, struggled cecninst 2ll the scctorion
errors of ith¢e comrades of the ICC, until they undertooit a thoroughe
going sclf-criticlsm end cam ovcr to the rositlon of the Intorna- .
ticoncl Tren, the IS struzgled 2zoinst the rignt vwlng crrors of the
prPscnt Maﬂo“itv of the PCI, ¢bove oll in the guostlon of lts poli-
tical prrsp uctiv0~ ard itq concao inns to Stzlinism,

forcover, tne.ES iInturvoned to nssoclate Comrnde Orelpesn
with the. lo2derskbipof the 1o ?t in 1945, vithk tko szedal task in
.%he work. Oercgroaning, the -dmportorc g .od vnleh, . at that time, rost

of the caéres of the FPCI ungur*q-iwft;d Tt 1s equally cus to the =™~
anirtermorted offorts of the IS thot the quistion of broaking out

of the undcrground CDulu b2 resolved or thQ PCI.

(2) 1In Belglums dn‘iiu.UiCd of our forces was at first poscd,
ther aehleved, under the dircet instructlions nrd thonks to the ef-
forts of the VS :

(3) In Greecocs: unification off our fowces was realizad

solcly
tiiroush: *tho ¢fforts of the ES oxnd the IS. It wos a conshant o¢ifort

on tho nort of the IS to join 2l1l tondoneles in the laadership of
the rorty., Therc vos political Intoerventlon radicolly to rovise
the scctaricon rosltion on tre w*twon.l quistlon 2rnd for the slosan
of the Rupubllc. B ‘ : '

(4) In the Spanisih scctiocn: theors was roliticnl

i.s\“v>“u1
the slosan of thc HuﬁU“l;, anl o loss sbct"~ o1 oric
"3 %)

1o i '.‘."101. tO-
tL: t:0 tena-

cords tha I0UM.  Thore vierc conchint offorts to unit
o3 in the leadersiiy of the narty.

(5) In tre Gorran scetions Urnder the occupntion - tn
coordin~iion of "]1 the weri aaoens the Gormon holdicrs, ﬁ:m
the BI. o1 v oceuratlieon ondod, thore was rancoctod Ints:
tion to ?'lVrir thv formtion o » cvrhralizad \0¥Tion n G::nyxy."
The:ve viors roprated propostls to the old lendersiiv of the IKL to
rosume it mee in tne scetlon in Gormnny,

cf

L¢ intorvened politically ootinat the IKD oricntotion in

i \774



tics of dally lendership,

(b) To intervenc politically in all scetions to dafend the

line of the intcrintional and its fundaicntel oricntotion townrds

mass work and the sprlleation of the s»irit of the Tronsiticnol
Procram, To abstatn carefully from all organtzationrl intervena
tion unttl thﬂr the Conéress. ;

Lot us see how thase n“inc* oles have been 2pplicd I vill try
to ecnumsrcte the princi»cl interventions of the prnsont 1z adership,
in thcir éaiffercnt feorms, rcecognizing thot tais enurmz rotlon 1s very
incomnlcte: ’

(L) In Fronce, since 1945: rnttcmpts at unificntlon, then unie-
fication, <The vhole French partr vill verify thet without the of-
‘forts of the EFuropcon Secrch nriat, unification would not hnve bhecn
achloved end chove all would not hove heen molntained in the f#rqt
most Alfficult rariod. Constont efforts to ossoclnte overy tconden
in ths duvy-to=doy loado rsnin of the party (the last effort in this
dircctlon was mnds ot the end of Spring of 1947),

Politicﬂlly, the ES, strugzgled cconinst 2ll the sectorinn
errors of &thi¢c ecomrades of the ICC, until thcy undertook a thoroughe
goi“q sst-GV1tioism and came over to the ros;*ion of the Intcrna-
tioncl. Then, theé IS struzgled 2ztinst the rignt wlng crrors of the

proscent mejority of the PCI, cbove 211 in the auustion of 1ts poli
tical prrsgectives ard Its concass iﬂns to St 11nism.

forcover, the.EBS intourvoned to sssoclete Comrnde Orelpes
with the. l2-derskhi U ‘or the 1oft In 1945, vitkh tho snedal task in
tbu""onk,ﬁanrcgroupingavth?gimpgztancggp4‘”hich, at that time, most o
of the cadres of the FCI undcrestimcted. It 1s equally cdus to the =
anirnterrarted efforts of the IS thot the quistion of bresking out
of the undcrground coulu b2 resolved by the PCI.

(2) In Belgiums Jnvf1u~tica of our forces was 2t first poscd,
then achicved, urnder the dircet instructions ord thonks to the ef-
forts of the ES, : )

(2) In Greeco: wunification of our fovrces was realizad solely
throush: *ho ¢fferts of the ES ond the IS. It wos o constont oifor
or £k nort of the IS to join )1 tondonecles in the landership of
the porty. Therc vos political intoerventlon radicclly to ravisc
trhe scetorion position on the notionnl guistion ond Io" the sloman

of the Aorubllce,.

(4) In the Spenish scetion: thers was rolitlcenl intervention
for the slosan of the Republle =nd 2 less scetarion eriontotlon to-
words tihe ICUN. Thore wore corﬂi‘nt offorts to unite the two ten-
doneics in the leadersiilp of tho noarty,. :

(5) In *+re Gorran soetions TUrdor the occup~tion - thor: ves
coordin-tion of ~11 tho werk minns tha u\nn"n soldlors, thinnls ©O
the BZ. rEo» the cccunaticen ;Lnud~ thoroe was ranectod Intsrvene-
tion +o Jols 1v in the formtlon of - ct.uu'lL sd scctlon In Coaimicny.e
There wore ropoated rropesnls to tic old 10tdx siir of thc IKL to

BN
.
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we¢ Intorvened politically ¢ oninst the IKD oricntetion in
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order to anply‘tho line of the Intemational in Germa any and o v ork
out o wolicy in Germeny 1tsclf, with spocial atitention to the naw
tional qu-stion, : -~

(6) In England: The oricntation wes tovards the orranization
of tha loft ving of the Labor: Party and to swooth over the struggle
of the opnesins tendercles, a sthuvgha‘kich kad been skarpencd by
a division of lehor accepted by the two tendencies,

(7) In Italy: The task wcs to unite all tendencies in the
lezdershin of the rarty. Comrade liancano entcered the secrstarist of
the Italtian FPerty (POu) on the ;“OuO"&l of the IS, after sisning a
dsclaration that he would anply the 1line ofthe Intcrmatlonal on the
ou~st*on of derocrsa tic drranas, ke Republic, unitcd front, the SPe

CF=CGT rovernnent, ete. Thon thHowre vas political interver tion
r*'iugt the scctarian 1lirc followed hy Mancano in snitb of rls agrcca
mrt, There vas Intervention for org nization of the work of rcgroup-

mont e

(6) In the Indles, in Indo-China, in Chira and in a1l tho
L"tin Lrerican countrics thars wore constont offorts at unification
cf our forces and the coordination of thclr work ond catcgorical cone
demnaticn of any srlit, cven w%-“ﬁ it POnCC”nCO tcndencics which
WiTre closur politiCally to th m:*oritv of the Iatcrthional.

(9) In New Zceoland: therc the discussion of the ro~sib*11ty of
unificatlon was considosred. agein any split for a roconsidcrea-
tion of the crpulsion of M. and J, in scite of thelr repcated
broaches of discipline, For the "Urity Statement,."

; In the casa of the J. tendency, we publicly disclaimed any
responsiblility for this  split with vhich we h2d not previously been
scquainted nor advised; and, coanfronted with the aCCOWﬁlisth fact,
we accepted the unification only wlth the statément that it would in
no casoc bs an obstacls to = broqa,r urification, -

That 1s the balance shecet of LOUP years of bfTOPtS at FG”rO“p-
ow movement on a vorld scalc., Thanks to thasc cfforts, we row
an Intornational more solidilv united, strongor, morc surc of
1 and epplying & more conerstc policy then cver in the rast,
auy mamber of the PC strnd up and refate this balance sheot)
hii cxplein cach of our intirventions by mystorlousiy "burcau-
ie" rreoccupations. BEvory aombor rust, ir goed falth, rccognize
hnte vov the crrors wo wny h;vc cormlttcd on this or thaot quose
ve verec motlvated in th efforts solely by the dssive to
'ﬁh;n thV Intﬂrna?* cnal *ol tiC”llV And orgenizationalls, £nd
Lrlrnee sheot will ro 7nin Hor e eloquent than all the nvztiricos-
fud slanders when the Congrcss comcs to judgc it,

REENEN JBY Ne
A crctd <M
0

D e e

L3 S
”

of

I
St oE e T
D ket O W
:j t
'ju

(S A
o
3ou e
]

“u% the most fvrrcsponsiblc ond slonderous accusation, the one
3 eyes o1 the ontirs cveurnt, has throvn the most dise
o e year leadership, is this one concsrning the “hursoueratic
rrovoention” of the EXCe  Comrados of the lUatloral Co ormittes, the
ol ity 0f tho mombors of 211 cur ssctions hove only one oxe
or this absolutely Luscloss accusaticn:  you wore niver
.¥ to accent the diseinline of thoe FPC and you ware scoking
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”pPPteIuS to bresk your agreemants, If that is not the case, you
‘Tust mole your leadership responsible for discraditing your party
in the eyes of the Movement, This is the logical conclusfon to which .
everybody must errive. In exanining thls guestlon, you hove abone
doned 2any objective cr*terion, any effort to urderstand the dccisions
taken, without looking for "c inian" intentions - declsicns *eken,
not by the Secretariat, but uvqnimously by the entire CIC, in which
most of the major tendencies in the moverent are represented.

You have crected an atmOSpnere Of.SuS“iciOﬁ around th2sec gues-
tions vhich atteins such a degree of overagitetion that the revolte
inz spectacle was to be seen of your accusing the CIC of "machina=
tion" in the "designation of a section" then we sliply wanted to
give symbolic mondat®s to Comrade Natalls, symbolically representing
a section which we conslider the niost numerous. ssction in the movement,
that of the thousards of our brothers in the isolation and nrison
camps of the brals and Siberiﬁ.

You were so imbued with factlonal preoccupst tions that you had
projected them, almost unconsclously, over zall ouwr actlons. Uith
unparalleled blindness you were soser to Interpret each of our de-
cisions, unenimously accepted by 211 the niinority tenaencies, os

“"obzcure machinations."™ Vhen we ostablished n method of reprecenta=-
tlon to defend the small sections azalnst eve entuzl effacement by
very  large SectiOuS, you accused us preclsely of thot vhich v e were
eager to prefent ‘Yhen we adopted rmules for pert*cipition so fleX=-
1ble that concretely any minority vhe 'soever in =0y sectlion whatever.
- could be represented, you nccused us "of oppressing minoritles."

ansvers to quostions such as those of the POUH and Bordighlists
posed»absteﬂctly. tthen such n gu:sstlon assured recllty, we were
the first to put it on. the order o the doy. Thi; h““oeneu a2t the
‘last plenun of the CIC. You =2ccused us of not “orgenizing" the disa
cussion, If we hnd done this, you would htve aceu sed us of vanting
to "limit the discussion." Buu, wvhen after months -and months of
the frenst discussion, we fixed o dete for accepting resolutions,
crics of "maneuver" were reised. It was our desire to prevent the
convocation of an EPC where doci sions would be taken 1in acdvance by
the delocsations loaded with randstes glven to. indiviaunls, s do
not recognize Instructed mandates cnd we think that only the dele-
gates to the EPC muqt have the pover to nmoke thelr own declsiors
and the pover to change thelr orinions in the course of the Ziscus-
sion, Ixmemimtc1v “ou nccuse us of Ywanting te execlude the poor
lit+le szetions." But 1f we had acccptad instracted d“l’“"tuo, you
woulc have immcélately attecked us for wonting to organize a “h‘nd-
picked" EPC, VUnder those conlitisons, could we rave any other ime

- pression than tkat you wanted %o scbotars our wiforts to orsounize

a serious EPC, both deomocretlic cad reprcsontative, 2 real stop fore

“ward in the dovelopuent of our =ovaomznb,

‘The discussion which has unfolded until nov is, without any
doubt, the broadsst, the mest danociatic and the freest which has
ever beon held, not ‘only in tho Fourth International but in the eu-
tire workinz class movement. rom now until the end of Fovamber
we vill hove uurr d out rhout 20 wvullstins vwhilcr tosother with the
articlas 1in the maghzin? ard ovintod suarploments ard brochurcs cire-

“culnted consis t of more than 1000 printed pngcs, more thon 150
- articlecs of 2t lecast 30 tendoncizs or poartiss in the movement.-:iie
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achleved this In spitzs of a crylng lack of material means, techni-
ques and humen alds, Let cachh or yeur covp""( this accomplicshuent
with the preparation of_the Foundi;g Conference or 1ith the iirst
Congresses of the CI.. Is there fnyong ";o‘vould dare to question
the exccoptlonally democeratic cnaﬂﬂctcr of this effort? Drop the
masks or ractionallsm and prejudice which prevent you from scelng
clearly, comrades, ond juage, at last, the reallty,

We Malntein Entirely Our Orientction towards the
RonlizAuio oP *ha“Uni*v Statcmoent

- o profoundly reégrct theé proposal mrde by cur PC to dis ssocla
yoursnlves from the uni ty statément . Ve thinlk, so for os the lee der-
ship of the movement is conce"ned thes? pronocals take 25 thelr
point 01 departure, absolutely fulv rremis* , veritable mystifica=
.tion, which do not stand up undvr thc slightost ODJCC41V6 ezamination. .
As fcr the arzuments on the national rlene, cited in justificetion
of this “ctreAt, we consider them petty preoccupations, worthy of
“small town vpoliticians rather than of rcvolutionary laaders convinced
of the Justlce of their cause and of the historic responsibility of
our movement.  Furthermore, unlty cannot takce place because Connon
and Steln sald somcthing or other in o mecting or becausc they re-
fuse to accept the change of namc on a ballotd Ur because uAeJ_did
not want tc admlt the existence of & tulrd ind noendent tendency colle ,
Ing It sclf Trotskyist and confnontec with the accow;llsned fact of. - . ..
the Johnscn spilt, for w#:ich they themselves have-declincd any ro-
sponsihility, heve accepted thrsc comradas in thelr ranks, bzsing
themselves on your expliclh statoment thag you will not invoke the
"Wnlty Stotemeont® nerinst naceepting thom,

Untll yesterday you clalred that unification wa s a profound
historic ne cossity. Aand Incidcnts of such 1limifed importance sude

denly ccuse you to chrng your position! Don't you see that 2ll
- the sections-of the movement will come to th: conclusion that the
SU/P weos right when 1t accuscd you of not rcally wanting unificetion

“but only oi scoking to broak *c by ermancuver, Above alil, don't you
scs thot this treachorous 1itslc trtok wilch consists in first say=
ing, "¢ have no ohjection arzins*t fusion with the Johnsonitos on
the basis of the Unity Suuuuwcnt..." only to ‘adé, two weclts later,

", .ebeccuse we wanted to repudlate this Statement" con only cGiscred-
it you in the eyes of the movement,

I om sure that I specak in the name of the vast majority of the
moverent when I tell you: VIE Yr"‘Il ZDJP THAN EVRR FAITHWUL 70 THE
TRRS LYD THE SPIFRIT OF THE UNMLTY STATEIENT ., le Invite you not to e
discssocinte yoursclves from it. Jo Jlll do cvarything in our power
so that fho lc adership of the SUP moy not disassocinte thomselves
either. ‘¢ want you to participrate in the EPC in oréar that you may
Judge the truly domocratic otwoznhore which proveils in the mevement,
in ovder thet you may bo able to éxfend vour points of vigw, IF YOU
DONGDﬁGiF?H(WN"AEETCMb,IF,A THE EIC, AFTER THE L7RLTE
BELvs "ERI CONCLUDED, YOU DUCLLRE YUUHS“EFv%ZADY“TO ACCEPT T““ DISCI-
PLINZ OF TIE "O"i;“u » I HIRD FV“'I.J GIVZE MY VORD - and Iftm sure-
that 2all the responsiblc leaders will commlt thomselves nlong with
MG -~ TO L0 EVERYIHIKG I u»ﬂ T “q.Ik”" TEIFICATION BFIWEEN YOU fND
THZ 3P, At tho sams time, I declore (and this too will be cccepted,
I am surec, by the whels movc*wnt cnd first of 1l by tne loadership
of the S4FP) that I MMrcady to propose to the TPC the formrtion of = -
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committoo to settle disputes. to which a]l accusations of "burcsucrat-
{sm" or "suppression of minoritics" will be submitted, objzotively
studicd in the prascence of the interested partiss and reported back
to the EPC before the end of its discuusions,

Com~edos of the National o*nmitmo you now Mve a heavy ree
sponsihility. Ynce before you'have snlit our movement althoush you
have never admitted 1t. I do not doudbt that deer down within youre
selves you profcundly regret it today. Your pro‘oo.,c\ls for unity,
to the exvtent that they were sincere, could only be the eXpr'z:ssion
of -such regret, Refleect for a morent before zcting in & way vhich
risks m.d’inp; morc difficult than ever the unlty which yesterday you
sz mcd to hope for, -

I‘aothing is furtner from our minds than the %dea of wenting to
build & wonelithic movement. Our ncvement has hardly emerged from
ts period of incubation, As it is todey, it will pass through many
transfomations before reaching its greatest power., %o will heve
to assimilete mighty mass currents, infi nitMv more rumerous then
all the prescnt partics of the moveoment before we hove organizetions
at the hecsd of the masscs, e h""e f21l confidence in our ability -

te precserve for our movement it rac physiognonmy, only by the mcnns
of political persunsion snd the - untr:nance of Alscipline in actlon

tecause we have unlimited conf“"mc in the Justlcc of our icocs
end oun rethods of work, : : ..

A
'

Two- yecrs cgo, you posed an acedemle guestion to us, to which, -

‘at: thot ti“‘c, we refused to givs on ensver In the same oacedenle :
fashion, "Yes or No, arc thr, dgifiercnces between the WP and the
world movement competiblc vith thoir li'ring together?" Todoy,
comradss of the Nationnl Committoo , ry cnsvar is eclcare YES, THEY
ARE COIPATIRLE IF THEY YMA¥E POTSINLE YOUR PRESENCE IN THE MOVRIEND
AS A FREZSPONSITLE LMD DISCIFLINZED °© I"OnITY =D “T"Y VHICH, EVZH
WHILE PRESERVING ALL THE FIGHPS CF INTT(NAL DISCUSSION, REALLY CA
ABANDOH £.1~’Y OEGANIZATIONAL AND TACTIONAL PREOCCUPATION t‘.FD AT I D‘:‘A
OF "mNTRY" AS & MANRUVER, IN OZDER ‘.Ii\.«"'*‘R LY ©ND TEFINITIVELY TO
JOIN I‘\T THE GFRAT “ORK ‘.f'}thi S ARY UNDRRTAXING « THE BUILDING

OF THE PARTY OF THE SOCIALIZT -_JVOLL’TIOM ‘

Now, 1t 1s for you to rcsxemine your answer to tnis q.w tion.

-Outside the movomert thoere romalns no porspective nt ~11L for
you outside.of stagnatiorn, retrect crd cvcr-rrOfin “tsﬂtff!bn. No
.rovoluiicnary orgenization, in the nonths and yeors to corg, will
be abls to maintaln itsclf outside of the movement without uisin-
tegrating as 2ll tho contrist orgonizaticens are now éisintogroting,
At tho moment when the rc::volu*'iomm}, cgrouping is tegluning to
attract to us the flrst currcents of *'h' massos o the besh cleomonts
of the centrlst ond social democratic oreanlzatlons, your nr:th
with the moveiment will moan sulclide es a polltical tendency. Yours
1s the choilcel ' .

E. Germain

# o
(NOTZ: The reply of thre Political Committee to the forcgoine lother -
: villl eppear In a subscguent issue of the PARTY BULLTZTIN,
. - ELyltOI‘o)
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FOR_THE RECORD

By Hal Draper
- ¥ %%

- In the "Statement of Resignation" by the four comrades who sign
themsclves "the IKD faction] rofcrence is made to the National
Committee resolution entitled "Notecs for a Restatement of Our
Bosition," a criticism of the IKD!'s views on the "all-sided" (i.e.,
morc or less non-class) struggle for socialism, ’ P

- In thelr document the IKD comrades make the statement that the
National Committec resolution was "adopted without open dlssent by
the entire plenum (including Johnson, Forest and .Dreper)," This
~statement 1s not accurate as far as it concerns mysclf, '

At this same plenum I refused to votc for the resolution on
the following ground. Although agreeing with the contents of the
resolution amd its . criticism of the IKD position on the quostions -
dl scussed, I expressed the view that (a) the resolution was not . -
strong enough in 1ts attack on the IKD; (b) it restricted itsclf
to the IKD's views on how to carry on soclialist propaganda, whercas
- what was necessary was & broader attack on the IKD!s positlon;
(c) that such a stronger and bLroadeor recsolution wes necessary be-
cause, in my opinion, the IKD roprescnted a tendency in the movement
which was a2t lcast as far from us and as incompatible with Merxism,
as was Johnson -- though in the opposite direcction. After cxpress-
Ing these reasons, agrceing with vhat the resolution said as far as
it went but unsatisfied wlth 1ts character,; the indicated vote was
abstentlon on the resolution., If I am not mistaken, Comrade Garrett
took the seme position at that time, v

It 1s some time now since I informcd the National Committce
thet I intcended to press for a resolution (for our next National
Conventlon) attacking and rejccting the IKD position, not only on
the mature of sociallst propazarda, but on what they call "retro-
gressionism," Waturally, this involves preliminary ciscussion
articles on the same subjecet, whether for the PARTY BULLETIN or for
THE HNEV INTERNATIONAL., I had hoped at that time that I would find
sufficicnt time in the ensuing wonths to do so, but movin# and the
rress of work in New York has mede that impossible so far, The
resignation of the IKD'ers, howcver, dpes not do away with the
necosslty of cither such dlscussion or rejection,

March, 1948,
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