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TASKS OF THE PARTY IN THE PRESENT SITUATICN

*®

sk
sk

lore thnan two years after the dofeat of its ifmperialish rivals
the ltorlé Yar and 1its emergeance as the principal victor nation and

8; ¥ Oﬂe wi h an 1Ptact econonic plaﬁt the Urited St ateo hss not

o’
o]

t of the worla Not a sinclo cne of the 1mportant non-otalin-
{eons of Eu"ope and Asla, which are 1ncr°asinﬁlj depzndent upon
support, haos menaged to achleve stabilization eithoer in the

ffeld or in the field of politicpl relatlons betveen the.
Tie urge for economic assistance from the only poverful
st ne stion in the world, the United States, 1s counterasted in
nd £sia hy the r631stﬂnce orfered by all the classes, in
nt ways and dagrees, te thk) poll tic.1 dependence which is the-
thls economic aid. The vorklng classes of these countries,
Iz a soclalist or anti- 1mperiulist vay out of the unresolved
s, nave developed an increasingly bitter antagonism to :imerican
»ialism and to its bourgeols zgents and assoclates in theilr own
s, a3 they realize wore clen rly that economic ald from the United
tates must be peld for by peliticel mberdination to it, bty a detsre
io rat:un c¢f their own soc*al p0°1u10n, and by thelr 1ntegration into
the m¢11+aﬂy machine being prepared for the war between the two im-
perialist gisnts, the United States and Russia, in which these tcila
ers are roserved as ths shock troops of the former against the latter,
This growing entagonlsm continucs to militate azainst a capit ulist
stabilizaticn in Furcpe and Asia and remains a profound sourze of
violent sociel closhes on thesse continents. The same holds +rue of
the situstlon in Lat: n fmerica, even if 1n a less developed degree,
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Thus, vhils tha rnvolufionary weve which mounted duﬂin~ the war
end irmmedliately aftsr it hes largely- ouﬁqkdea, ebove all in Turope,
the Surcopsan bOUPgeois and its patron, the American, have not vet
aciticved a capitalist Suabilization. This has not been and cculd not
be withicut its repercussive =rfects upon t*e.ui“w'tlon in the U,S.

Th2 world situation is decisive rfor the.develoment 0i' the

&1
tmerlczn si*uatien. The world policy of the American bourzescisie is”
daecisive {eor the drvelopment of 1ts ﬁCll”y at home znd tha ‘refore for
the development OfACldug relatl ons in tiz country,

The axis of imericen impsrialist
conseiidsticn and extensicen of uhe lcr
political and military bloc of n ations,  noctssarlly subeediratald to
the U.S,, te gounteract the bloc whlch is likewlse belng orsciized
by Stalinist Ifmperizlism and %o prvpeze for the inevitable war te
determine which of theo two great poucrs is tc dominatce the world,
The .hour for tho cpen military confiict has not vet straclk. Jarring

olicy 1s the organlzation,.
e3
A ot

5
1%
gest and most rellahls economic,

acciéents, it will in all rredability not strike for a number of
trs, e scconomic, polliical and evon ideolorlcal verk of prepare
1n5 the nBtto s nnd the peoplcs for & war of such unp”\ovrﬂnuyuly
trnsfrous yroportions and hlotnvlcaW signifiCWnoe, cannot Lo cowplited
over right, 2ub th worlk i1ts:1lf has clr°ﬂdy baen started, is voll

deder way cnd §s being pursued in both cuo mps with full conscinuaness
and determination, 411 the talk zbout trucc, peacaiul cocxistined,
jantepnational wnderstandlng, arbitration, rertisl or tetol df garmamont,
control of quMiC enercy nhd the like, is shcer imperialist hypocrisy
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on both sides; at bottom, all these protestations, proclamations,
proposals, conferences, agreements; etc,, are also part - an In-
disponsable part - of the preliminary work of preparing for the .
Third World V/ar, of jockeying for acvantageous economic, politic=-
al snd military positions end, not least important, for ldeologl-
cal support from the suspicious and reluctant peoples of all coun-

tries. , , -

Althouch the outbreak of a new world war 1s still some years
off, the forces working for such a new confllet are readily vise
{ble an? indicate the perilous future of society and mankind in
the continted existence of bourgeols and Stalinist imperialism,
both forces creating ever-broader bases for the degeneration of
society into a modern barbarism. The age of atemlc warfare only
emphasizes the one way out for all humanlity: death (capitalism
and Stalinism) or socialist freedom., Given this alternative, the
struggle for socialism must be carried out more determlnedly, more
consistently, more indefatigably than ever. For thought the
world socialist vanguard 1s today smell and week, the forces of
soctal disintegration are so vast, the crisis of capitallsm and .
stalinlesm so insoluble, that the socialist struggle will grow
daily in magnitude, attracting ever larger forces to l1ts banner,
So long as present-dsy soclety exlsts, in its beurgeols and
stalinist forms, the soclallist struggle will remain 1ts permanent
accompaniment untll the victory of the classless society,

Every imperialist war is preceded and above all accompanied
by & tizhtening of the vise around the econcmic and political
positions of the working class. This 1s an inexorable tendsncy.
It is modified only by the extent of the effort that the bourgsol-
sie must mseske to win the war, on the one sids, and by the economic
power of the bourgeolsie, that is, its capacity to meke more or
less concessions to the working class even during wartime, on the
other side. Thus, although the tendency toward authoritarianism
and totzlitarianism was common to all the belllgerents in thse
Second forld Var, it was more pronounced in thc European countriles
than in the United States, ' : ‘

The launching of the campsign to prepare for the Tkird iorld
7ar and to strengthen the domestic economy for that eventuallty
has already brought with it a drive agalnst the economic posie
" tions and political rights of the imerican workers which is much
further advanced than anythinz the working class faced on the very
eve of the Second World lwar, Up to th? outbresk of the Second
World ¥/ar znd to a considerable extent even during the course of .
the war, the domestication of the working class movement and the
disciolining of its most militant sections was left largely in the
hands of the labor burcaucracy. Tocday, after the war has ended
and 2lthcugh the next wor 1s not yet immedlately ln the of ilng,
this "self-dlsciplining" is already inadecuate for the purvosé
and neecds of the ruling class. It hos succeeded ln placlng ok
the c=atute hocks the most agnressive anti-labor law 1n decades
nnd in oponing up a firm political end economic anti-labor oficn-
sive cluiost gll zlons the line., This offensive has not rcached
its cnlmlination by any mesns, bat it has ummistakably begun and
1t has just as unmistakably thrown the working class from the
offensive, which it took fmmediately upon the endlng of the war,
into the definsive, ' L |72.8
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~ The reasons for this change of relatiqns between the classes,
‘and thp COH»GQIFHCCS of the chnnce, ere ol great 1mportance.

»As soon as the war comé to sn end, large sections of the nmert-

can vorking cléss sprong forward liike an uricoiled spring In a
series of ﬂff%nsive strurgles for their class 1nteres+s. In all
the Euronean countries where such strigzles occurred, the working
class, ecting through its traditionzl parties, rage en oven bid for
govo%nr°1+ povwer, for lraaership of the nation, on the besis of
"politicel proarams that called for resolving the whole social precb-
lem. In the Unlted States, hnowever, the labor moveirent confined
1ts'strur*lps meinly to purely economic demands with no clala to
government pover &nd with no political program. Its actions were
1limited to economic strikes or thrhcts of strike, Except for the
"G.M. Program" of the UAY, which never woent beycrd ‘the verbel stage,
the lenor mecvement sought to mset the srowing 5&f1&*1043’" cericls,
which sroused the most vigorous interest and concern of all the.
people, with nothinz more than demands for wage increases to meet
‘the rising cost of llving and a futile appeal for the continuetion
of the very. governmeqt price control system wnich was brezking dow
at every point.

, ' The post war sirike struzcles were fought vith exemplary _
»aolidari+v ‘end tenaclty on the part of the worlkers, without = break
in thei“ renks resulting from the enornous prsssure exertad by sll
‘the orgsans of bourgeols opirnion, and without the boxryeois¢e even
thindng of smashing them by direct action (sfﬂikooveﬂke“ troops,
ete.s)s The miners! strike, in particular, which by virtuc of the
key natuwre of the industry began to teke on. the cha“acter cf &
particl ‘general strike af fecting 2ll the key industries of the
.country, showsd the capaeity of the working cless to paralyze all
essential bourgeols preduction o2lrost 2t one stroke., Howaver, the
result of the {irst post-wer strike wave weas more negativs tha
'positive. The economic ‘gains which 1t acrhieved, namely, the wage
irncreasss themselves, wers specdlly cencelled in most casss by the
contiruing rise In the cost of 1iving which has hecn assured by
~the power of the cavitslist monopolies and their contrcl of the
governizgnt. The narvew economic limitations impeosed ucon the vierke
ing cloess by 1%s ¢fficiel lsadsrship, tho apparent futilisy of
strikes for wage incresscs which ere promptly nullificd by price in-
creases, the fajlure of the union movement to supplement its 2hili-
ty to bv’nv industry to a halt vith ¢ brocd and bold political
pProgran for d=aling with the multitude of -nation-widc and intortvined
soeizl problems (infletion, housins, veterans, illegroes, nrodustion,
vorld peace, etc.) == 211 these characteristics of the s&tn rility,
consarvati o and bourgeols -mznifénﬁ“s of the labcr leedersiip and
the npelitical imn qtu*lty of the wordne cless itself oroduced nopo-
“tive results, Tho wvoriing cliscs t+sclf was drivon into a2 bli=g
&llor, with ne clsar ne TapC“tivﬂ for = solufion, with no cffeetive
cutlet for 1ts incontestnanlc militancy, and with widoning ﬁoaots o8
te the ofiicacy of strike nctJ.ons ot this tiWo. Tha urban middle
class whien looked avnnnthotlceally o the lchor moverment for nation-
cl loadership bewsn Yo feol goubbs cbout 1ts capscity to solve its
Srroblong, or cven to hecome irritcotod and Lostile to it, o big
tourgeolsie itself, secinc the deeline of uelf-confidence ﬁuong the
workars, sained o cnc“-cﬂoxuiqc conficones in iteelf ond wee om
bnldr r“d to turn the cffoncive of the vorkers into an oixnu~1v of
1ts own zizainst the workers and thi r orgonized move _ '
nofy 1nd_: tle ‘vorkn soand thi r crganized movemont, |77‘9
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The failure of the first post-war offensivé of the workers
heavily underscores the fatal weakness and inherent limitation of.
pure-and=-simple economic struggles, and therefore of the present - o
trade-union movement in the United States, even when - indeed,. .
especially when - they are conducted by the numeri cally strongest -~ -
end solidest trade unions, for the more powerful and couprehensive. - v
the purely economic struggle becomes the more pronouncedly does 1t - .
reveal 1ts limitations, v : I :

The failure of this offensive made possible that when the
bourgeoisie, given its world problem and 1ts world role, found
necessary, namely, the launching of the anti-labor offensive and
the extension of 1ts open long-term preparation for the Third
World War, These are characterized by the Taft-Hartley Law and
f1ts concomitant widely-organized "anti~Red" drive almed not only
at Stalinist Russian influence but also.at all forms of working

class militancy and independence, by the effectlive smashing of
any serious housing program, by the uncontrolled price rises which
exact such a heavy tribute from the working class, and by the

drive to establish peace-time universal conscription for the first
time in American history. - : G L T

The adoption of the Taft-Hartley Law with the effective. supe-
port of both capltalist parties i1s the strongest weapon with - -
which the-capitallst government has ever armed the capitellst
class agalnst the organized lsbor movement in this country. It is-
the elearest exampls we have yct haed in this country of the basic '
truth that if the working class does not take political power ine
to 1ts own hands and reorgenize economic life in 1ts own inters
ests, the political power of the capitalist class wilk lncreasa
- ingly reorganize the vorking class and the labor movement into
completely controlled instruments for the preservation of 1ts
ceconornic life. The provisions of the law, {1 f strictly enforcedy.
gre amcng the most binding,anﬁvpgralyzing‘restrictions3impoaed~ :
upon a labor movement in our time in any bourgcois~demoeratie’
country. The working ¢lass therefdré eannot make  seriocus progress
in the next period without militanily resisting these reactionary:
provisions with all the strength.at its commend and seeking by
all the appropriete means at its disposal to obtein the repeal of.
tre law itself. It is characterlstic.of the offictal labor leade
ership that on the whole it is alrecady prepered to capltulate %o
5t lomst some of the reactionary provisioms of the law or .to cone
fine thelr contesting cf these provislons to pure-and-sinmole ‘
court appeels. Thls leadership fears the conscquences of initiate

ing o mass action agalnst the law {n which the fused economic ¢
and political strength of the working class would be” brought’ ine -
to play. Yet it 1s only by.employing this strength in mass ection (’

rhat the working class end 1ts organized moverent can be preserved

from the destructive effects of the law_and 1ts enforcement,

Such mass action can - and it is.fhe only way to - smash and - .
nullify every single one of the roactionary measures of the Tafte

Hartley Law, and of a1l Stete and local laws drawn up in the same

sense, and every militent In the labor movement rust be mobillzed L
along this linec gs against the half<hcarted, covardly, courte

bound incffectual cppositcion advocated by'the'officiul’leadorship'

of thc labor movement, L e

Mcanvhile, it is cle&?°§hatithe?bdurgeoisie ag a whola {gnot" - A
yot' prepared to go through wi'th &n immedtaté'ani»serictlyglfﬁ§§§§;~ oy

i3
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enforcement of all the provisions of ths law. .Important scctions
“of the bourgeonisie, at leasgt, are leaving themselves an avenue of
ra2rtiel retreat trom the law or for the moderation of the law, if
the working class displays an erfectively miIitant opposition to it
Irzteed o & docile accentenc2 of it which the bourgeoclisie hopes
for but docs not confidently eimect, Tha attitude,ofjtheAbourgegiie

¥ on the Talt-Hartley Law 1s 1ts attitude toward the working ¢lass in
gensrel a% the present time. It 1s even wore aware than %8s the wore

' inz clazs that while the latter has falled in its first postatiar

tatile, It has not been smashed or even routed, The labor movement

h2s rot only rrmeined orgarizationally Intact and showed no sirn

of loss of membership, tut on the contrary the unions continuz to

recruit new workers by the hundreds of thousands. They have reeched

an 2ll-tiro nigh membership fi-ure; thelr actual and potential’

strenzthh on the economic field Jc arester than ever in Amerlcan

histerys, In zdéitlon, the senbtiment for unity of actlon and aven

for corplete unific2tion into cne central trade-union movement is

noy stronger than ever before. It is entirely correct to say that

the lebor movement has been driven inte the d~Tensive and that 1t

; Lhas not sven properly organized itself to conduct thls orfensive,

E Eut 1t 1s utterly false to assume thet the working class and the

? lzbor rovement have beon smashed or élspersed or deroralized, or

i that 1t 1c incapsble of a spe2dy tuen to the most milltant progress,

‘ The vorkling class in this countiy is st1ll exceedingly powerfals -
the economic situation ("full employment") continues to provids all
the necessery basis for a restoration of the highest self-confidence
end aggraeslveness; the relative prudence with which the bourgeol=
ale still fesls its wey in the of fensive ageinat the lsber mdvoment
1s by 1tself sufficlent evidence of the degrze of which 1t fears
the pover of the organized worlers, ' ‘ .

£

urthe rmore, the createst imlortancf'must‘be attached to the
o

effactes of all recent cdovelopmznts in this country = the Taft-Hartley
Law, th= 1 '

nflation, ths foeling of an l1nsviteble ecgnomic crisis,

the ¢rowing nprehension over the "dvrif: tovard war"férefmost' h

prominently included - with ro-~ord to tholr stimulation of the turn
cf the working class to political action, The. PAC-CIO, vhose signi~
flcarcs uss alrcady been analyzed, has nok d¢isapp ared but rather
gives ev.ry indication that it will »lay An cven more important role
in She next pericd than in the puadgt, Fven the AFL leadersilp threat-
6r.s ior the first time to emulate thce PAC which, for all its fundaw
mentcl incdequacy, rebresents an Important advance beyond the \
traditiconal political policy ol the AFL, The tremendous recention

. 8iven br workers all war the country to Wallace reflects. the .
growtl or popular dlscatisfaction with the two old capitallst parsies,

th the desire for a political movimons thet will bring about & "New
¥ New-lczl" in this cecuntry and guarahtee pcace 21l over thg world,

The extraordinary support given by the workers - of 11 the la»ér
or~anizaotions - te vhat they roearded as lzbor tic'zets in the Oake-
land ¢rd Allentovn cloctlons, cannot be sct.down as 1solated PlEnOM-
ena but must be considersd ss bsrometors of the national %frend,
T2 reel prceress of the Amevieen werlring class can he measured

1y ornly by the cxtent to widch 1% ‘nrages in independent .
class political. actior snd deveicns its indepordent clszss pelitical
Feort¥.  The most urcent nced of the Arerican vorking ¢lass today .
remains - now oven more thrn hofore - the orgenization of 2 natfonal
indspendent labor party besed on the meas labor orgoilzations ands
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aimed at the establ] crment of 2 \_Norkers' goverment. Active and
continuous support fupr the orgés nization of such a party is still
confined to the rank:s of the r~ v 0lutionary larxists in the labor
movement and of a smill section ©of cther .labor militants. The two
‘moss powerful trends in the 1ai; © ¥ ricvement aim to keep the worling
class within the broudest confi nes of capitallst politlcs, One
trend 1s to support the Democrz f.c candicate for president in 1948
as & lesser evil in conpari on with the Republican candidate,
leaving open the pocribility of supporting independent or "semiw
jndependent" local czndidates apd especially of intervening as an
orpani ze¢ force in the Democratl® (or Republican) primaries for
+he purpose of nomlnsting "progf-essive?' or "pro-labor" candidates
on the ticksts of the old parti2S. The other trend is likewise to
support the Democratic ppesidemﬁl al cendidete against the Republi-
can candldate, but ir the form of a Third Party which aims to put
forard 1lts own cand! dates for &35 many local offices as possib‘le.
Lt present, the. form:r trend 1S by far the dominant and more powere
ful cne, just ds the latter 1is st111 more powerful than the trend

- toward an independent labor pariye’

Nevertheless, all the indl cations are that the trend toward
a "Third Party" will steadily g23in the upper hand over the policy
of supporting ome or the other of the old caplitallst parties,
ot Tipst on a local «#nd then on 2 national scale. The establish-
ment/of & Third Party, as aralnst an independent labor party based
unon end controlled by the mas$ organizations of the vorkers, 1is
aimed objectively at keeping the bresk between labor and the
bourgeois political parties confined within the géneral framework
‘or bourgeols pOlitics by cctting 1o a party which commands the
support of the working .class for_2a petty-bourgeols program and
leadership (and ther:fopre basit 211y 2 bourgeols program and leade
ership) without beins ,pgsponsib 16 to and under the control of the

verking classe

t ig poscidle that a upy 4 rd Party," a product of the complex
political fabric in the United S=ates, may bes set in motion before
an indspendent labor party comes into existence. Ve call atien=
tion to the hcsolution on the Unlted States, adopted at the last
convention, which oriented the perty in such &n event by declaring:

" ..it is necescary that our party examine each naw political
alignment of labor by going beneath surfdce appearances and
sceking the class essencd of the movemsnt, Above all 1t
yould be wrong to condemn 0ub cf hard any ncw politicel movew
rent movely beciuss it denifs that it 1s a labor party and
nroclaims itselr a "third pzrty" or a "pooplo's party.”
Yhile richting against the Wallaces and LaGuardias pleying a
role in ¢ labor politlcal movement, even as figureheads, the
parsy must not b: misled into sectarian errors meraly boceuse
0f thelr presence, 4 ptrty that bases it self upon 15 million
orzanized workers, r{;pl‘esented by thelr trade unions, and is
controlled bY the lshor mevement and expresscs its dumands
muct pe judgedon the basic of this class content, No lobex.
party v111 spring inteo ex! s terce pure and undefilcd other
then one We oursglvoes would crecate."

Nevertheless, fop the next period the central politicel slogan
of tha Party reuains, morc emph-atlcslly than before, the organiza-

\73%
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tlon of an independent lebor party to fisht for e vorkers! covern-
ment, Inside the movement for an independent labor party based upe-
on the unions, 2s well as in the party itself when 1t 1s establisheqd,
the struggle between a reformist program and peolitics and a revolu-
tionary program and politics must go on, ’

The most important forward step that the American workinz class
can take in the next period i1s its declaration of political inde-
rendence from the hourgeois parties, The Workers Party does not de-.
ceive itselfl with glowing dreams about becoming the mass party of
the American proletariat over night, for it has no need for selfw-
delusion In general or for this one in particular, The Vlorkers Par=-
ty is still oaly a revolutionary vanguard, whose main immediate next.
step 1s the concentration of all political and organizational efforts
to help ralse the working class movement as a whole to the level
of politlcal class irdependence, thus creating the most favorable
reallzable arena in the next period for the development of a mass
revolutionary socialist party of the American proletariat, Hence,
all the independent political activity that the Workers. Party can
ard must conduct, including those it can ard must conduct in its ‘
ovn name and under its dirdct leadership, are not only aimed at re-
crulting directly to our owvn ranks but at directing all forces we
can set in motion toward the objective of a centralizing, unifying,
nation-wide independent labor party with a program of struggle for
a workers! goverrment, “ : o

The struggle for the irdependent labor party as it ‘ts concelved
by the Yorkers Party not only can but must be conducted outside. the
ranks of the crganized trade-union movermsnt and among those workers
who are not affiliated with the trade union movement and even among
sections of the middle class. But in the very nature of the fight,
1t must be. conducted mainly, primarily and with the greatest concene
tration of our efforts, in tha ranks.of the trade unicn movement
1tself, To pose the problem abstractly, &8s though 1t were a quies=
tion of "unions" in genersl and "the masses” in general, is an aca-
demlc absurdlty; to counterpose to "the masses" the "union" - as
our main field of politicel work - is no less an absurdity, . The . -
urions, in the Unlted States, today, constitute the largest, best
orgenized, most democratic and most representative, most advanced,

-most miiltant and most fruiltful concentration of the masses in exist-

ence. It 1s not only the most powerful but the only serlously ore
ganlzed basis for the conduct of the struggle to attain the political
Independence of the working class, to break the domination of DOUr e
geols and petty bourgeois partles and politics, to advance %he ré-
volutioncry politicel program and ideas of Marxism. The peolitical
vorx carried on by the YVorkers Party outside the ranks of the ore
ganlzed labor movement - aand such work rust be continued and extended
-must necessarily be linksd with ang made part of the struggle to

zve the maln irmediate objective of establishing the political
'ndance and class leadershin of the proletariat,

o
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Tils objective conscquently indicutes the main point of concen-
tration of the Vorkers Purty., This roirt is the trade unions them-
selves, rarticulsrly *he urions covering the busic proleivariat of
the beasie, key, mass-production Industries, The Party cannot serious-
ly thisk of moking prosress in bac struggle for its politicol obe.
jective‘iffit 1s rot s30lildly rcoted in tho powerful, still-zgrowing -
industyriel untons in partlcular and the organized lapor movement in.
general, Undeérstood in thls way - erd this is :the onlky way in which
, : S . S B 4« 4
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ft- should be understood - the "trade-uniontzation" of the party
(naving the strongest possible core of the rresent party member-
skip in the trade unions, and ccncentration on recruiting as new
menbers into the party the most advanced trade union militants)
does not mean primarily the transformation of the party members
tnto "trade union experts" but means primarily and basically the
establishment of an increasingly influentlal revolutionary politic-
al force within the lebor movement, Understood in this, the
ouly correct, way - the "trade unionization" of the party is not
a technical or administrative problem for us, but a political
problem, a politlcal task which is an indispenseble preliminary
to the carrying out of our main politlcal objective and an in-
~separable part of 1it,. :

This objective finally dictates the nature of our Party!s
work 1inside the trade unions, Our members must not confine them-
selves to becoming the "best trade unionists" or devote themselves
ceclusively or overwhelmingly to the dally routinlsm of trade=-
union economic problems, Neither must they confine themselves
to general (and abstract) preachments ebout the need for an inde-
pendent labor party. As a general rule, our Party, even including
ftts sympathizers in the unions, does not possess sufficlent
strength in the unlon movement to be able to strive for assuming
control, leadership amd responsibility for large union units.

Qur maln 2im certainly cannot be to become the administrators and
leaders of union organizations in which we do not enjoy the po-
11tical support indi spsnsable for such positions - glven the re-
lationship of political forces in the labor movement, Our primsry
and main eim in the work in the unions 1s therefore the dlssemina-
tion of our politicel ideas - presented concretely on the basls
of the actual experiences and actual problems of the workers, and
not in a purely sbstract propagandistic way - and the recrultment
of members to the party on the basis of these ideas: Our aim in
the work in the unions 1ls the presentation of our political pro--
" gram, of our political views, in concrete connection with every
living problem that fuces the workers and their organization,
This does not and must not be allowed to mean the abandonment by
our comrades of direct, active participation in the practical work
and struggles of the unions or the shirking of such responsibilla
. ties, including the resronsibility of offlce, as we cen eppropri-
ately dtscharge. Nothing of the sort} 1t does mean, however,
that the best test, over a given period of time, of the results
of all the practical activities our comrades engage in in the
unions, is the extent to which our political views have gained
popularity and support among the workers, the extent to which our
Party press is read and supported by the workers, the extent to
which we have been able to increase the number of our Party sym-
pathizers among the workers and the extent to which we have been
" able to recruit new workers directly to our Party. By 1ltself,
election of our comrades to union oftice is not and cannot be con-
st dered a test of our progress in the unien movement,

Degpite the attempts to rcct our Party in the main organiza-
‘tlons of the working class - attempts which must be continued with
anromitting persistency - it 1s still a fact that-the Party rc-
miins a propaganda group in the main, lsolated from the masses
ard their principal struggles ond vithout decisive influcnce upon
them, This isolation has becn lmposed upon our Party by a scries
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of historical events; it has not been produced by the Party and 1ts
program, Howvever, the problem before us right now is not to repeat
the already-discussed and 2lracdy<established explanation and the
"justification" for our isolation, The problem that demands cone
centrated efforts is to break out of the 1isolation vith all the
means that the situation places at our disposal, '

No serious progress can be made toward breaking the isolation
of the. Party unless every member, regarded as the individual spokes=-
men end militant advocate of the program of the Party, finds a field
in which to advocate its program. This field is not inside the
ranks of the Perty 1tself, to which so many members now confine
their "politiceal activity." Tt is to be found only in the mass ore
ganlzatiens and in pclitical activity among the masses, Of the mass
organizations, the Party continues to consider the unions the most
lastingly lmportant and fruitful, : :

The cutlook and activities of tke Party cennot and nust not,,
however, be confined to the trade unicns., In the first place, ore
ganlzations of, and rolitical activity ariong, workers outside the
trade unions are of grest importance and, ia specific cases, czn even
be of grcater Importance thon the unions themselves. In the second
prlace, the Party 1s faced with the practical problem of 2 consider-
able number of its members being unqualified or disqualified for
worlc in the trade unions,

-It 1s therefore imperative to cstablish firmly tre ruls: every
member of the Party must be an active and militant participant in a
mass orgzanizatlion. For the worker-members of the Party, this means
active membershlp in the union movement, For Party membhérs who are
veterans, this means mermbership in the veterans! mevement, including
those members who ars slready participating in the unions, For
Party members vho are students, housewives, professionals, this
means membership {n student orgenizations, in tenants or consumers
or parents orgenizations, in professional organizations respectivew
ly. For Party members whe are Negroes, this means membershin in
Kegro corgzznizaetions. In cny political campalizn that the Party con-
cucts, it wlll be found that it is seldom nescessary for us to "cre-
ate" a special non-Party organization, except in the cnse of united
front courlttees for specifiec purnoses, HNon-Party mass orgsnizaticns
already exist in =ample numbers and with amnle infiuence and with
emple possibillities for our Party. It is only necesszary to become
rart of them, :

- In this connection, 1%t 1s Important to anticipate 1llucions i
that undeunbiedly el st about these non-Party orcanlzstions.- In nany
cases, the cctive menborehnip of such organizations is, for lack of
leadership and perspective, comparatively limited in rurber snd in i}
politicsl dzavelepmert, They can constitate an crena for political’
2etivity ena recrultment to our Party not so rmuch because of whet
they are en tlic doy ocurmanbers entcr them, but beccuss of vhat they
can Be ftronsformed into os a rozult of perslstont and patient work
condueted by us, that 1s, thas wovle of building thom up into real -
and effective mo=s organizatlions e & result of the activity and
the policies put Fferward by onr mewbers and militants &

hey atiract
to themselves, Unless this is eclearly urdersteod, participation in,
these organizations cen only lezd to carly discoursgem-nt and dls-

11llusionment,.:
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The fact that the Party is still largely & propaganda group
does not mean that .1t excludes agitational work and politlcal ac-
tivity emong the masses. On the contrary, it is cnly by means of
the latter that the Party cen vegin to advance from lts present
stage and to overcome its isolation, Here the Party struggles
not nerely on the issues and programs i1t champlons, but elways
holds itself out as the Perty of revolutionary socialism and in=
ternationalism. Such opvortunities are best offered by the fight
egainst the rising cost of 'living, rising rents (consumers' "re-
sistence" movements in general), campaigns for more and bettér
housing, fight against all forms of Jim-Crow and mistreatment of
minorities, by movemerts of protest against Imperialist atrocltles
ebr6ad, etc, Locel initiative is imperative in this work, and

" every branch must be on the alert for opportunities of this kind,

It must be emphasized that this political activity is not to be
considered the province only of those Party members who are not
engaged in union activity but must include “also the latter, that
1s, 1t must involve tke K Party membership as a whole. In this
work, 28 in the trade union work of the Party, the same criterion
must be employed. OVur suceess must be measured not primarily by
the offi ¢4 &l prominence attained- by our members in the work or
the movement conducting it, and not by the time and energy put
into the work, but by the degree to which our program gains sup-
port-emong the workers over a glven T=riod and by "the number of
recruits gained directly forithe Perty itself, .

The domination of world polities by the growing conflict be-
tween Americen end Stalinist imperialism is reflected everywhere
by the systematic endeavors of both to gain the support of the
masses in preparation for the insvitable war, This means that
our Party not only confronts the problem of Stalinism in all its

“activity end in all the mass organizations, but that it will con-

tinue to confromt the problem, to one degrece or znother, in the

. future. Our asctivity emong the messes eannot yleld the reqired

" pesults vithout & claar understanding and e firm application of

our policy toward Stalinism, The SWP swings between the theory
thot Stalinism is next to itself as left wing of the working class

~and the practice of supporting the Stalinist factlon of the labor

movermsnt or the reformist faction.without political anzlysis, withe
out basic political distinction and solely on the vulgareempirical -

 beasts of which faction seems to offer better-recruitmemt possibpili-
“tles for ths party at a particular moment or in a particular local

uniobén. Ve reject both the falss theory and the opportunistic,
rudderless practice. The Party glves no support whatever ta the
rolitical program of the reformist leadership of the mass organl zae
tions, above 21l the unions. However, in a contest for control
of the mass organizations between the reformists and the Stalinlists, -
our Porty, wherever it is unable to organlze an independent .move=
rens capable of challenglng both bureaucracis for control, unhesle
ctingly calls for support of the former arsainst the latter. The
formar are the lesser evil end the lesser danger as compared with
tr.e latter - from the standpolnt of the intcrests of the working
class and of socialism. Objcctively, the former arc compellecd
to work (ir thelr own reformist way) for the preservation of the
labor movement., Objcctively, the latter seek not only to suborolin~
ute the lohor moverent to the Stzlinist sutecraey but to externine
ate them 2ltogether as indepondent class orgonizatlons. Tha

© Stnlinict moverent is not eny kind of left wing of the 1ator NoVe e
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ment, It 1s a totalitarian,.anti-demécr&tic‘anti-working clsss
right wing and must be combetted as such, ) '

The isolation of the genulnely Marxist movement cannot be dew
finltively broken and the road to a genuinely'revolutionary rnass par-
Ly cannot be traversed to the end until Stalinism has been shs tered
and ligquidateg politically., This must be understood through and
through,”  If the revulsion against imperislist "democracy" impels
militant workers to Stelinism, it 1s no Yess true thot the revulsion

cegalnst Stalinism impels militants ang people in genercl toward
imperielist "democracy" end 1ts ertreme 1efg wing, soclal reformism,
While these rewaln the two big cholces in the eyes of the workers,
the revolutionsry proletarisn movement cannot become & rmass niovement,
Even if on a smaller scale than in Europe and Asic, Stzlinism in '
thls country nevertheless remains a large and' heevy obstacle to the
othervise clear road that the revolutionary Mer:dsts would have to
being recognized as the left wing o' the working class arnd the soe
clallst alternative to capltalist decadence, Support (including
"erttics1" support) of Stalinism plays into the hends of the latter,
does not succeed in breaking away any of the followers of Stalinism,
end can only disorient ths Eerxist movement itselrf, The theory and
practice of' this support is bagag upon the notion that Stalinism
st111l "“somshow" répresents the ideas of the Rursian rffevolution and
the Communist Interneational eng 1s therefore a progressive force,
Any remnants of this gross misconception of Stalinism nust be
-elimineted from the thinking é4nd ectiv Ly of our Party., - Stalinism
must be relentlessly and.uncompremisingly fought by our Party and:

- fought wherever Possible irn open 2lliznee with w11 progreszive,

" democretic (including'social-democratic, soclalereformist) forces
in the working class, '

, The isolation in which our Party st11l finds 1tself neturally

- tends to create and nourish mooCs 0f deprecssion ang demorulizetion
In its renks. This has elways been the case in suech sitvations ang
our Party is not and cennot ba’'expected to be an exception and

. therefore imnune to such meods, The cause for the particulasr forms
that thsse moods and tendenciés essume cannot bo found outside,"

~need not be scusht and the oeverwhelmingly cdominent fact that in no
period of the history of the werking class end its revoluticnary
vangusrd have they had to endupe such a leng and unbroken zertes of
‘heavy defeats, The movement has suffered heavier ard more devaestate
4ing blovs ir the past quarter of a century than in the necricds fol-
lowing the 1848 revolutions, the Parls Commune end the 1905 Revolue
tion.coubined, However, here *oo the m2in problem 1s not an cie ,
Prlanztion of the rhenomanon but an understonding effort to resist it
and its conss usnces,

-Thz moods of d=morsalization range Trom one extreme to another,
for zl1 thet they have in common. &t one end, they are revaoaled in
the grotesgue capitulation-of »adierl phrascmongers of the Johnson
variety to the agzressive Opportunisn of thé SUP on the zround that
Lannenite opvortunism e corpensated for by the purely vorbal reévolu~
tlonlsm with which 1t covers 1tsclf ot times, At the other ond,
they talee the form or pascivity induced Ly a fallure to undarstand
the position of revoluationsry Furxion in the vorld today ond the _

. rOle thet our Party Las to play and 15 pluying., Jow that the Prose
Peets of unifiention batvaon our Prrty ond the S77P have been ¢IrfocCe

§ tively szbotaged to the point of nullirication by the latter, the

i Workers Porty Sppiers, and mst appear morc clcarly and consciously,
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as the revolutionaﬁy political vanguerd orgenization which takes an
uncomprorisingly 1 dependent . cless posit ion because it is not tled
in any way or to any degree wvith -the two maln sources of world re-

B oction ana decay, American end Stalinlst imperialism, The indis-

pensability and justificatlion of existence end right to growth of .
our Party is defined-by the watchword which characterizes its pro- . :
gram and perspective: “Nedther \ieshington nor Moscow} For the
e worklnz class and international socialism}"
r Pdarty has e speclal task, in these cruclal and difficult

times; té bring the outlook, the socielist policy and the socialist

~aspirations represented by this wetchword into every corner of the

working class and its movement, It distinguishes our Party from

every othér,political»organization and movement, without excep-
‘¢3on, for there is not one of them that does not proclaim gllegl=-
“ance to one extent or another either to Vashington or Moscow, By
‘yirtue of this fact, our Party alone represents consistently the

program and prospects of soclalist internationalism., 4An undere
‘standing of this must animate every single member of the Party and

1ﬁhe work of the Party as a whole.

: ~ The defeats all over the world, the slowness till now of the
political development of the American working class, the failure
-of the Party to overcome {ts isolation - these have Yiad adverse
effects upon the Party cadre as well, Without a firm cadre, the
Party cannot maintaln itself, jet alone grow,. Such a cadre, €s-
peclally today, reqiires not only understanding but solidity,
tenacity and the-ability to set the example for all. The 1ldea

“that the cedre can be constituted out of members whose understand-

ing and agreement with the Party program is of a high order’ but
mhose activity and capaclty for inspiring others is of a low order,
4¢ an sbsurdity which hes nothing in common with our conceptlon

‘as embodied in the resolution of the last Party convention,

It must be recognized.that a section of the old Party cadre
to the degree that 1t exlsted hes become ezxheausted, to & greater -
or lesser degree, and is no longer capable of fulfillling its ine’
dicated tasks in the nhatlonal as well as in the local leadership.
Without resorting to -any administrative mcasures, which offers no
solution, the Party must consclously rand planfully renew and en=-

"large. the Party cadre. This is now one of the most urgent tasks

of the Party, especially because the fallure is most merked in

the main, not the lesser, political centers of the Party, where it

‘has 3its most adverse effects. Party ecucation ard training must

be zien ten times more ettention, and more systenatic attentlon,

than heretofore, The idea of the professional revolutionist, not

tn its bureaucratically-distorted but in its Leninist form, must !
"be raised to its rightful rank of first-class importance in the -
Party. That 1is, the Party must sclect from the ranks those rneine 4
bers who are ready and able to devote ell their cvailable time,

in any field of Party work that {s inaicated and not only as Party
officials, to the building up of the Party. It is these members,
systematically'educated and trained, who must more and more assume

the lerdership of the Party at all points. It is upon then primari-
ly, and not upon those whose membcrship has become more or less

formal, uio are bored, or who have fallen into passivity or vho

fail %o discharge thelr obligatidns to the Party 1n full, that

mist fall all responsibillty for the Party. ' -

From this point of view, the Party must henceforth devote
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great attention to a field that has been grossly neglected, the
Youth organization. -In the past of the revolutionary movement, the
Party leadershlp was constantly rencwed and extended to a large exe
tent, and at times exclusively, from the reservolr of the Youth or-
ganlzation., In contrast, our Pariy has suffered for the pest few
years from the absence of a Youth orgenlzation, The bzglinnings made
recently in reestablishing a Youth organization are already promis-

‘ing. However, both the nztional and- local leederships of the Party

have falled to eglve enything like the attention and support .to the
Youth organization that it deserves. It is absolusely imperative

to introcduce a radlcal change in this respect, so that the efforts
of the youth ccmrades to bulld up a serious organization may receive

-unstinting and continulng assistence of every kind required firom the

Party. ) , : ‘

If the Party cannot rely upon a solid and active cadre, it can
rely on nothing. It must consclously and systematically train end
bring into all the positions of responsibility and leadership new

‘elements in the renks, wvithout regard for personal sensibilities thaf

may be offended,

-

September 25, 1947.
X
A

!

NOTE: The Political Commilttee 1:s subml4tting the above statement
as a draft for the consideration of the Netional Commlttee
meeting to be held in connection with the Aetive Workers
‘Conference, At the sawme time, the draft is belng made
available to the membership es a whole so that 1t may be
discussed both before and during the Active Viorkers Cone-
ference 1tself, :

fe gt
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DO WHAT I SAY AND NOT “HAT I DO
By G. Munis and Benjamin Peret

% ¥ &K

Discyplinel such is the slogan with which the Internaticnal
jeadership - constituted by men who boast of belng strong - attempts
to hlde ¢s ideological nakedness., Certainly, no one is more of &
reptisan of di scipline than we are, but it must not serve simply to
rearantee 2 comfortahle intellectual sleep for those who invoke 1t
day in and day out. Discipline for the applicaticn of decisions
gemocratically arrived at after a broad and loyal discussion, yes;
giscipline without discussion or democracy, noO.

Vle have accused the International leadership of invoking disci=-
rlire in order to assure the success of its bureaucratic maneuvers,
‘and we have elready furnished proofs of these maneuvers (see "The
Irternational in Denger"). The crisis in the English perty furnishes

a Gl fferent erample of these manuevers,

‘ In & previous document the Internatlonal leadership demanded
.from the comrades and groups asked to participatc in the ‘Yorld Con-
gress a pledge to accept 1ts discipline in sdvance. This demand -
we repeet - is entl -democratic' and codstitutes an extremely dangerous

recedent, suthorizlng, moreover, an actual ideological dictatorship

by the International leadership which will come out of the Congresg,

‘a dlctetorship vhich the present lcadership 1s contemplating since

‘8¢ slready wishes to prohibit all discussion In the Internaticnal
f'ollowing the conclusion of the Congress, bubt in what nook or cranny
hss there been a discusslon? Wie don't know of any. That pledge will
therefore permit the lesdership to stifle all 13fe in the Internatione-
gl since each time that a section or individuzl comrade comes forth
‘with & new idea or sugrests 8 tactic not foreseen by the Con;:ress,
the leesdcrshlp will be able to brantish the pledge'praviously taken

st this Congress and i1nvoke the discipline of the barracks and the

gErave.

ORI oI N T AT T IMA I N VoA T R G

Farther, the Internationel lcadership - end this time 1t 1s
‘right - is in favor of @& policy of unification vhere cur movement 1s
divided into two or more groups which are not separated by principled
d1Cferences. For several years a discussion has placed = minority
- of our English section, favorable to entry Iinto the Lcbor Party, in
~oprosition to the majori ty, which refuses to enviscge thls immedizte
rerspoctive, Let us say‘immedi&tely'that we are in all cases opposed

to cmtry into reformist "workars" partles of tho type ot the Lobor
Party or thc French Sccicllst Party. This tectic datcs from the
epoch of the radi czlization of reformist parties (1933-19358). To
follow thet tactlc today is to zive rroof of jdcological inecrtla,
since previous conditions are absent. These parties are, by thcir
own Gonfccsion, no mere than "loyal mencgers" of bankrupt capitolist
businesses (Leon Blum dixit) and without them and the Stalinist par-
tles tiey would be {ncrpople of maiding +he masses accept the unhceard
of sufferings that tho Stalinists end reformists sucéced in imposing
on thewm thanks to the marriage, vhich 1s strengthened overy day, of
thelr apparatus with that of tre cepitalist state. Tactically, then,
w2 do not havc a common politicel interest with the Enzlish minority
simce we ndvocate a policy of united front with loft minoritics withe-
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in reformist porties as well as %ith'Ieft'pro1ctarian organi zetions
opposed to Stslinlsts and refermists. Wo are egually in disagreement
with the mujority of the RCP which, durins the wer, imitated the cp-
portunist policy of the SWP end has up to now been unzble to disene
tangle itsclf from the conservative policy of the Internstional lead-
ership, But now the English minerity threstens to breax the ciscipline
of the next convention of the RCP by splittinz, through insisting up-
on the imrediete application of the tactic of entry into the Labor
Party. 1% cdemandés, in the event that the majority of the pzrty comes
out against 1ts tactic, the right of beginning work "under its own
contrel,” That 1s very definitely.the breasking of discipline and
splitting,. - . , : . _ A

Beglnning with the hypothesis of a healthy internal 1ife in the

RCP, what should the IS do to remein felthful to its policy of uni=
ficatlion of the Trotskylst movement throughout the werld and so as not.
to violate 1its own decisions relative to the acceptance of the discl-
pline of the World Congress in advance? It obviously ought to say to
the Englich minority: "You wish to enter intc the Labor Party to
ferm nuclel there for the creation of a left wing. Gecod., But you
accepted the dlsclpline of the last national ccnventicn; on our part
we are sniorcing the disclpline of the Vorld Congress accepted in .
cdvance . You must remeln in ths Party while submitting yourselves to .
the mejority since your differences are on tactical guestions,"
However, 1 the English minority spontaneously and not encouraged by
the IS threcteas to split, we think that the IS then ought to recome
mend to tne conventlon of the English party tc authorizz the minority
to go through its oin experience of ‘entry into the Labor Party under
the control of the lsadership of the RCP, Instead of thet, whaet heas
the IS5 done? 1t first of &11 made centact vwith the English minority
unbeknownst to the leadershlp of the party, that 1s, it encouraged
the breaking of discipline by the minority. (Letters of the PC of
the RCP ta the IS dated .June 23, 1947 end July 15, 1947,) Why?
Comrade Gabriel clearly indicetes it in hi's letter of July 6 cddressed
to the PC of the RCP: "...to cstablish concretely the experience of

he line which you defend and thot which the minority and the majori-
ty of the Internatlional defends,.,” In other words, Comrade Gabriel

Ir the reame of'thé IS avows his agrcoment with the tgctic dofended

by tiac minority. And this erplains that. It 1s useless to say that
S split exlsts only ns a distant porspective; it is no less true
that the IS encourages the minorlty to resist by approving its inten-
tlons ond thereby drives toverd = split, But Comrode Gabricl is
rrudent and wishes to szve eppsavances., That is why he propeses &
dlscusslon between the majority, the minority, and the IS. sihat
could be more norrml In sppoarance?  Although the IS does not dare to
rrepose that thls tripartite msctins come to a decision by voting,
the reeult of which would be guarantccd in advance sinec the IS cone
trols two vetes out of threc, it is obvious that it would be in &
resition %o informn the Internationsl (which would not know in advance
thot the IS crcourzges the Enslish minority) thereby "orienting" 1t
toward ths IS, This 1s evident if 1t is considered thot the resolue
tlon condemning the threat of split which was presented to the IS
by Conrcde Zeonrad in the nume of the majority of the RCP was r:jocted.
Yhnt emm o ghet be enlled other thin = mencuver, for it is the szme
Internationtl lecdersihdy vhitch dorrnis a nledge of prior accentance
of tha diceinline of n VWorld Conrress belng held wftor ninc yeuirs
U1llad with cvents of inecleulahle sirmifl eonce which rocfuses to ime
poas it on o minority of o psrty that determines its rolicy by regu-
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lar conventions, A question, comrades of ths International leadere
ship: 1is the minority of the RCP centri&ugal or centripetal? Thanks
for the answer,

Thus the International leadership employs discipline et the
pleasure of the interests of 1ts conservative policy menacing those
who are opposed to its political line and permitting 1ts faithful to
violate 1t, We categorically reject such an Interpretation of dise
¢ipline, It 1s a reflection of the degeneratlon provoked in the
workling class movement by Stalinism and Reformism, . We wlll never
submit to 1t because we ow how to react against that degeneration,
That degeneration 1s summed up in what 1s called in Spanish la le
del embudo, the English equivalent of which is represented by tﬁ"z
sentence preceding these lines.

To conclude; we repeat once more: we are categorically agalnst
the position of the English minority and opposed to the peclitical
line followed by the majority of the RCP, a line similar in 1its ena
tirety to that of the Imtemational leadership, which alds the most
conservative (centrist) tendencies of our movement, We consider that
the International leadership has favored the split tendenmcies of the
minority, violatigﬁ its own decisions in regard to the %World Congress,
while 4t ought to have acted inverssly. Ve think that 1f a genulne
democracy. reigns in the English party - which we bellieve = the living
together of the two tendencies is possible, the minority applylng its
tactlic of entry into the Labor Party under thte control of the nae
tional leadership, democratically clected and including representae
tives of the minority, The International and we are correet-in saye
ing to the IS: You vhe demand prlor acceptance of the discipline
of a Vorld Congress held after hine years without discussion or cone
taet refuse to demand of a natiénal minority that 1t submit to the
declslons of the convention of 1lts party. The proof 1s thereby given -
that your demending dlszcipline 1s only a means of cevering palitical-
1y conservative ends by organizatiocnel preceedings, It 1s against
this thsat we lntend to gstablish a catalyzing egent in the Internaw
tional,. )

Mexico D, Fs
August 22, 1947,
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