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- OPEN LETTF‘R 0 “'rmr INTERNATI ONAL co,hmxcfr PARTY, FRENCH SEGTION

. : ' . OF THR FUURTH INTERNATIONAL
Esteemed Comrades-~

Two years after the termination of the most devastating and
reactionary war which history records, the French party faces a
grave crisis, a concentrated expression of the crisis of the Inter-
national, the latter in turn a reflection of the tremendous crisis
which the world labor movement is suffering each year more acutely,
It is therefore necessary to judge the actual situation of the French
party.and to seek a solution in the operation of its two determinant -
causes, the Fourth International and the world labor movement.

v"The crisls of humanity s WO reneat a thousand times with L.D,
Trotsky, "is a crisis of revolutionary leadership:"™  However many
- explanations may try to throw the responsibility for the defeat of
the revolution on the objective conditions, the ideological backwarde
. ness or the delusions of the masses, on the potency of Stalinism or .
the illusory attractiveness of the "degenerasged workers! state", they
are erroneous and fit only for exculpating those responsible, divert-
ing attention from the real problem and obstructing its solution,
Given the state of the objective conditions today for.the taking of
power, an authentlec revolutionary leadership must . conquer all obsta-
- cles, overcome all difficulties, triumph over all sdversaties, The
condition of the party in France, center of Europe and even now the
influential mucleus of the world is in no way satisfactory., To speak
fully and explicitly, since it is necessary to speak fully and ex- .
plicitly if we wish to make progress, the condition of the French
party signifies for us, and consecuently for the proletariat, the
revolution and all of humanity, a major calamity. Having gone through
an.imperialist war which offered unsurpassable conditions for its
transformation into civil war; in the presence of an arch-reactionary
policy of the Big Three conquerors- in the midst of a complete
corruption of Stalinism snd reformism' with the decadence of cepitala
ism which threatens to derag down {he - vhole of humanity with it al-
ready clearly begun; with a proletariat avid for social revolution in
splte of the evanescence to which the Stalinlist and reformist leaders
subject 1t; the French party does not yet represent a hope for the
masses, - No subterfuge--the fault is in the political leadership.
Remember the French revolution, In its culminating period it shot
the generals guilty of defeat, rejecting extenuating and even ex-
‘culpatory reasons. Today we must mercilessly rout the policy and the
exponents of the policy which brought about our defeat or even pre-
vented triumph, Reasons much more imperious than those which com-
pelled the French revolution to shoot the generals guilty of inep-
titude demand this, A v _

‘The world labor mor ement ought to have triumnhed over the old
capitalist world and the Russian counter-revolution during the
imperialist war or imzedietely afterward. The war was simultaneously
a result of the crisis of the vorld labor movement and the opportunity
for its recovery and definitive victory, The i1deological causes of
the crisis and with them the organisations responsible for it should
have been destroyed. But a reverse phenomenon hasbeen produceds ~The
organisations vhich caused and heightened the crisis have {ncreased
their organic power over the working class, binding it more strongly
than before to the general system of the vorld counter-revolution. Ve,
on the other hand, have nowhere attained the organic force, the '
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f1deological authority and the combative prestige which give & revo-

jlutionary party its qualification as such. This result cannot be in
any way accidental and still less a product of the objective circum-
stances. The crisis of the world labor movement acquired official
status in 1914, when the Second International deserted to thc capital-
1st camp. The Russian Revolution, in 1917 vigorously started the re-
cuperation., But shortly afterward the Stel inist thermidor arrived to
add its ovn factors of ideological crisis to the old reformist factor.
Since then Stalinism has been continually deepening its degeneration,
getting prestige from the country of the revolution and money and
stringent orders from the caste which has destroyed that same revolu-
tion. The social-democratic desertion wes serias, very serious, and
costly to the proletariat, but the intransigeance of the Bolsheviks
diminished its importance and the triumph of the Russian proletariat
doomed it to a certain and early defeat. BY turhing agal nst the
Russian Revolution and chaining tn #+e~3€ thae Third International,
the Stalinist Thermidor coincided with the soc {al-democratic desertion,
obstructed the complete recuperation of the workers' movement and
f{mmediately itself deepened the crisis. From the Chinese Revolution
to the Spanish Revolution, Stdl inist foreign policy runs its degencra=-
tive cycle, which begins in complicitly (ideological opportunism) with
the petty-bourgeoisie and the bourgecoisie of the Kuomintang and cul-
minates in the destruction by its own hand (capitalist reaction) of

a triumphant revolution, that of July_19, 1936, In this cycle there
4s a duplication of the evolution of talinist thermidor in Russia
which goes from the suppression of prolctarian democracy and the Left
Opposition to the extermination of the Bolshevik 014 Guard and tens

of thcousands of militants, the Moscow Trizls and the assassination of -
Trotsky, a retarded effect of the trials, The Russian government and
‘1ts external appendace, warld Stalinism, left the old soclal-democracy
far behind, both having converted themselves, closely united, into
. the most powerful and dangerous cause of the crisis of the world lahor
movement. A cause which, furthermore, has at its disposal the GPU, a
police force internationally organized and subsidized with millions!

The first point to understand in the world situation, vtithout
which understanding all the rest becomes fogged and action grows
sterile, is that the present Russian state and sovernment, far from
having as its base or carrying along with it any remnant whatsoever
of the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, reprecsents in respect to the
latter the most ferocious and complcte counter-revotution. . BY itself,
alone the present Russian govermnment has contributed ruch merc to the
defeat of the world revolution and to the state of prostratisrn of the
masses than all the old capitalist governments together, Yes, the
politics of Russia, and world 8talinism, image of its economic »
interests, dishearten human hopes and aspirations ruch more scvercly
than the finance capital of ‘/all Street-.and the Citv with thclir.
respective armies and police forces, ‘'tthout Hoscow and world Stal-
inism, the imperialist war would either not have tegun, that is , 1t
would Have been prevented by the Buropean revolution, or tt would
have been rapidly and victoriously trans formed into civil war. The
spontaneous action of :the masses under the Nazi occupction woved in
the latter direction, but 3talinism and world capitalisn, in & formi~
dabla show of unity, dctoured thom to the support of the imperialist
war by moans of nationallst movments, Thus we f:nd ourselves today
facing the most complcte ond reactionary domination of the world by
‘the victorious Big Threc, which means the continual threat of 3 new
imperiallst war and gives the masses a bitter scnsation of frugtation,
‘a pledge of Stalinst and reformist domination, ‘he crisis of the
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- world labor movement ‘thereby resolves itself into Stalinism's organ-.
‘1c capacity (social-democracy is completely secondary) to nail the
activity of the masses during and after the war into the sarcophagus
built jolntly in spite of their quarrels, by the old Imperialisms and
the Russl an counter-revolution, . : y o ’

-7 In 1ts quality as regenerating nucleus, the Fourth International
ought to have developed as the world party fighting for the trans-
formation of the imperialist war into civil war and adapted 1ts
tactlics, general arguments and slogans to the changes which were pro-
duced or clearly manifested during the war, Mistdres uncorrected in
‘any of these aspects and persistence in tactics and slogans superseded
by events must inevitably have fesulted in grave political and orga-
nic Injury to the Internatioml. It cannot be doubted for a single.
instant that the latter is the principal cause of our feeble develop=
ment and the particular crisis which the International is undergoing,
a crisis expressed by diverse tendencies and sub~tendencies with

- polnts of view contradictory and even radically opposed on the most

~ important problems. Yes, the International, or its principal parties
In the period in which it did not exist as a directing center, have
committed grave errors and.persisted in ‘'slogans which ought to have
been abandoned., But the major error is that to this very day it
does not appear disposed to correct past mistskes and to abandon
outlived slogans, And acainst this everyone must be alert, because
1t could prove-disastrous, : ‘ ' -

. Let us take’up the main prbbléms in cbronologicai order,

, The fight against imverialist war. One can scarcely spesak
~of the International in respect to this, because the international .
center, 1lsolated, cut off from any contact with all the sections ia -

Europe and Asia, was practically non-existent, But it 1is possible
to speak, on the other hand, of the principel parties, The most
: visible of them all, the one which by its geographic position, its

. economic resources, its conditions of legality and its capacity to
influence and attract, appeared automatically as exponent of the
policy of the Fourth International--did that party maintain an in-
transigeant revolutionary and internationalist attitude toward the
imperialist war? Did 1t wage the necessary struggle against it?

No,. categorically no, Any other reply would only serve to render
difficult 2 positive solution to our difficulties, if not to aggra-.
vate them, ™aced with war, the American party had an opportunist
attitude similar to that of centrism, not to that which rust be ours,
It 1tself defined this as nen-support, transformation of the imp-
erialist war into a genuine war against fascism, political gpost tion,
etes, and in general ebstained from agit-tl ,1g§d specific action-
against the war, as much in the rearguard aggva gﬁard. Apd the .
policy-of this party appeared before the world for years as the.
official policy of the Fourth International} Fur therriore, what

then existed as an international ¢ enter accepted 1t tacitly as sound,
‘Evidently, the policy of the American porty led"®11 of the groups

of the Fourth International in the world toward opportunism. By
following its example, or at least taking shelter behind it, the.
English party itself, although in general to the left of the Ameri-
can party, weakened its policy toward war in a centrist fashion,
There vwere other opportunist ranifestations, but we do not consider
it necessary to speak of them here, It is sufficient to point to

the fdct for later discussions., Did our principal parties on the
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European continent maintain a completely internationalist attitude
toward the war? There is nothing to reproach them with, up to the .
Hitlcerite occupation., From then onwards, their policy is almost
entirely unknown to us and thcrcefore we wish to = ssert nothing one
way or the other, Ve must note, nevertheless, that diverse indicat-
ions and some documents suggest, in the French party, for example,
the existence of non- internationalist attitudes. The comrades who
continued the gneral struzgle for the revolution around our ideas.
under frightfu. conditions during the occupation have become the
creditors of the esteem and admiration of the entire International,
To all of them, the fallen and those who survive, go our sinccrest

~respect and friendship, This itsolf obliges us to point out mistakes

- whlch today obstruct the growth of the organization and revolutionary
progress in general, In order positively to resolve its crisis and.
to help to rcesolve that of the International, the French party must
analyze its own conduct and that of the International during the
imperialist war and condemn all opportunisms t¢nd vacilletions.

. The most serious error in this field procecds from the new world
leadership elected in the Pre-confersnce of April, 1946, To date,
more than a year having elapsed it has not arranged for a discussion
of the politics of the principal parties during the imperialist war,
Its error is all the more unpardonable since it had at its disposal
from the instant of its formation important documents with which to
open the dlscussion, Its error can be all the more fatal for our
~-movenent in so far as this new lcedership resists placing as the first
point on the acende for the world Congress in preparation the a ttitude
of our principal partics toward the imperialist war and the national

movements. An error can be serious or even very serious; but a party

-which knows how to corrcct it will continue to progress toward the
‘revolution. An uncorrccted error produces theoreticayéonsumption or-
ganlc ossification, annulment, sooner or later, The Fourth Inter-
national would demonstrate its inability to take itself seriously

if, when the Congress is held, it did not place in the foreground the
‘attitude of its parties toward the imperialist var and did not severe-
-1y condemn the opportunisms manifested in its ranks. Ye are certain
that the parties and groups will know how to rmact, -

The movements of national resistance under the Hitlerite occu-

- pation. There are positions of all shades in the International,

from those who have openly supported the Committecs of Resistance, .
demanding the entry of our paties into them, to those who: opposed any
compromisé with then, leaving aside those who favored them more or
less surrepititiously. Because the occupation --yesterday by the
German troops, today by the Yankec, Russian and English,-- is e new
phenomenon posed for the labor movement by the decomposition ‘of
capitalism, up to .a certain point it was natural that many varied
positions shonld arise in our raks. They would certainly have
-appeared cven sunposing that all our parties hed maintained an inte-
grally internationalist attitude. But the latter has not been the
case; instend there have been opportunist tendencies which discarded
revolutionary defentism and internationalist tandencies which maine
tained 1t in every instance., All of the positions which arose round
about the national movements can he catalogued under these- headings.
The opportunist tendencies supported and pronounced  themsclves more
or lecss in favor, and the internaticnalist tendencies decidedly
amainst, The former considered the fight against the occupation as a
function of "the anti-fascist war"; the lattor as 2 function of the
imperialist war., As a consequence, the former saw in the resistance
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movements a positive element 1in ége struggle against faséism, and. the
others an element of return to the imperialist wor which the peoples
hed begun to transform into civil war, One group supported guerilla
warfare ond sabotage, instruments of the national movements, while the
other combatcd them as nationalist methods incompatihle with the su-
preme objective of transforming the imperialist war into internation-
al civil war,’ o :

. The problem is not one of exclusively retrospective merit., The
attitude taken today t oward fussian and world Stalinism depends’ in
great measure on the attitude teken previously toward the national .
movements, of which Stalinism was everywhere the principal inspirer,
from Poland and Yugoslavia to FEance and Belgium,  Even today Ewrope
is totally occupied by the Big ‘hrec. It is therefore absolutely
impossible to have a correct attitude toward the occupation by the -
Big Three without correcting the mistakes cormitted during. the
German occupation, bccause the occupdtion, despite quantitative
gifferences, 1s not a characteristic result-of this or that Imperial-
¥sm, but of imperialism as a world factor in the present epoch, the
Russian counter-revolution being included under thec imperialist de-
nomination. The problem is indissolubly linked with that of the
imporialist war and therefore both ought to be at the top of the
discussion in cach party and in the future world Congress, /it hout
correcting the errors committed in thesc aspects we shall nover be a
genuine world revolutionary party and any organic progress will slip
through our fingérs as so much has slipped through the fingers of the
centrist parties, \ ' '

"Unconditional Defense of the USSRY It is not, as some tendencies
unfortunately seem to consider 1t, absolutely consiubstantial with our
movenent., The criterion which has always determined our attitude
toward this problem is : does the defense of the USSR in a war against
foreign enemles help or hinder the world revolution? The answer de-

pended naturally on the criterion held as to the social nature of the

USSR, whether something of the October Revolution did or did mot re-

" main which merited its defense, It 1s impossible for us to analyze
this problem here. ‘e must proceed by declarations since we are
atfefoting solely to make the entire International think and discuss.
The development of Russian fo reign policy while the armies-of the
Kremlin were advancing toward. the west revealed a more and more acute
contradiction with the "degenerated workerst state" idea based on the
remnants of the proleterian revolution, on vhich rested the ldea of-

- unconditional defense, ‘/ith deep distress, because the world leader-
‘ship is a part of our organization, a part of ourselves, we cannot
refrain from saying that the International Secrctariat failed in its
most elemental duties by not bringing up for discussion on the day
following its constitution the question of whether the "uncohdition-
.al defensc of the USSR" continued to be favorable to the vorld reve
clution or vhether it scemed incompatible with it in the light of the
tremendouc supervening events. The IS simply ignored the tremendous
events and”contiggqﬁtgacitly to accept unconditional defense as suffi-
cient, in which/Tt" %¢8£8a itself to- influencing the International,
Without doing anything here besides making assertions, we repcat, we
declarc to you, comrades of the French party, comrades of the Inter-

“national, that the "unconditional defense of thc USSR" has revealed
itself to be incompztible with the defense of the world revolution.
Abandonnent of the defense of Russia is of utmost urgency, becmuse 1t
is fettering all of our movemonts, blunting our theoretical progress
and givinz us in the eyes of the masses a stalinoid physiognomy. . It
1s impossible to defend Russia and the world revolution at the same
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time,. Eithcr_ppe or the other, 'e pronounce ourselves for the
world .revolution, against the defense of Russia, and we ask you to
pronounce yourselves in the same way., Be careful, above all, of
those tendencies which hide their opportunism towards the imperialist
war and the present situation by boasting about their fidelity to
the program of the Fourth International on the Russian gestiony A
fidelity of this kind is a dostructive fidelity, similar to that of
the "old Bolsheviks" in 1917 in rospect to the old theory, completely
bolshevik, of the democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and
peasantry toward which Lenin appeared as a revisionist, In order to
remain faithful to the revolutionary tradition of bolshevism, Lenin
broke with essential ideas of bolshevism, effecting a prior revolu-
tion in his party vhich made possible the October revolution. In
order to.be faithful to the revolutionary tradition of the Fourth
International, we must abandon the Trotskyist theory of the defense .
of the USSR; we shall thus bring about in the International an ideo-
log%cal revolution indispensable for the success of the world revo-
lution, . 4

‘ ‘This is, beyond doubt, the most important question in dispute
4nside our movement, because all elsec depends upon it, in greater or
less degrece, If the tendency opposed to the defense of Russia can be
accused of revisionism, its rcvielionism has the same character as
Lenin's revisionism in 1917, On the other hand, out of thé tendency
supporting the dcfense of Russia if 1t does not rectify 1tselff will

-emerge & new reformism, such as was already emerging from the 'old
bolsheviks" when Lenin intervéned with his April theses, In fact,
the supporters of defénse come to the conclusion that the counter-

"pevolutionary Russian caste, upon entering the countries of western
Furope and Asia, "is obliged" to expropriate capitalism and put the’
economy on the road of adapthtion to the forms of property existing
4n Russia, forms which they themselves still consider socialist,
produced by the revolution. ‘/hen Thorez( Togliattl and other Stalie
nist leaders referred to the "new routes" offered by achieving
socialism without the need of revolution, they had in mind, grosso
modo, this same idea, But the supposed expropriation of capitalism
consi sts in nationallzation--whether more or less complete, with or

" without indemmification, is not importént--of the meang of producte

ion, On one hand, the nationalization is an automatic result of the

concentration of capitalism'in its epoch of involution, that is to
say, degeneration and decay. On the other hand, years ago the Euro-
pean proletariat became master of the means of production, By
nationalizing these mcans the Russians performed--ss did also the

English and the Amcricans, either by this procedure or by giving
them back to private capitalists--an operation of exprggriation of

the proletariat, And thus it is that the supporters of "uncondltion-

- al defensc” have presented thc expropriation of the proletariat,

carried out by Rissian troops with the aid of the Stalinist parties

and refQrmists, as a progressive act, almost revolutionary, something
which thc proletariat should defend. Herein is contained potcntially
to say the leaste-a completely rcformist tendencye.

Stalinist-Reformist Governments and United Fronts with
Stalinism, In France this idea is expressed concretely-by the
slopan of a CP-SP-CGT government, held in common by the Craipcau and
Frank factions, vhich in addition sharc the potentially rcformist
theory of the defense of Russia and the majority of thec ldcas which
are injurious to the French party, .
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On this question we must limit ourselves to declsrations also
since the analysis of cach problem would not enter into the scope of
an open letter, In its entircty, thc position on this slogan de-
pends on the position on the defcnsc of Russia, and in a morc general
way on the valuation of thc present conditicns of capltalism and the
statc of consciousness of the masses, ‘/hen in 1917 the Bolsheviks
enunciated the idea of a lienshevik government (oust the caplitalist
ministers from the government), they dld it by taking into account
on the one hand thc deluded faith which the masses at that moment
had in the Mcnsheviks and in bourgeois democracy; on the other hand
they tock into account the naturce of the contradictions between the
Mensheviks and. the old classcs which would cause the former, willy-
nilly, to grant greatcr liberites to the masses and to the rcvolu=-
tionary vanguard in particular, which would allow the masses to cone
dense¢ their cxperience 1n organle forms and rise to higher stages of
struggle, The existence of the soviets, legally allowed by the
Kerensky government and in vhich the Mensheviks, Socialist-Revolu-
tionariecs and Bolsheviks participated in a united front, permlitted
this decvelopment,

Do such conditions exist today? Decidedly not, as regards
social democracy, snd much more dccidedly as regards Stelinism, Ve
do not believe it necessary to point out herc the conservative
evolution of socizl-democracy in recent years: It has boenéimply
a case of going from bad to worsc,

Stelinism is today a thousand times more dangerous for the
revolution becausc it represents the idcas end intercsts of a tri-
umphant counter-revolution in Russia which offers the world and more
{mmediately Europe, its experience, its powcr and its particular
solution agrinst the proletariat on the march toward socialism, The
Stalinist parties cre today merc represcntatives and disciples of
the counter-rcvolution installed in the Kremlin, Compared with them,
the Mensheviks of 1917 were very revolutionary. The slogms of
uni ted front and government of the workers! leadcrs constituted in
Russia a whole a2t once inseparablc from and derived from the forms
~of proletarian democracy existing in the soviets, whiche«this is of
the utmost importance-~-were creatcd and maintained with the collabe
oration of Mensheviks and revolutlonary socialists, Stalinism 1s
today absolutely incompatible with any proletarian democracy. :
‘lherever organs of revolutionary power have emerged, from Spain to -
Ylarsaw, Paris and i1ilan, it has hastened to destroy them, Stalinism
cannot allow the rcvolutionarics to speak. Thc tactic of a united
front with 1t and the CP-SP-CGT government cannot facilitate in any
way the creation of organs of democracy and proletarian power, and
any government that is Stalinist or under Stalinist influence brings
with it en imperious tendency to annihilate physically the revolu-
tionary vanguard. It is therefore urgently nccessary that the PCI
and our intcrnational movercnt withdraw these two now outmeded slo=-
gans. Is not the example of eastern Furcope eloquent?

On the other hand, the prolntariqt today docs not suffer from
any rcal delusions abnnt ‘bourgeois-democracy, social-democracy .or
Stalinism, VWhat it.does. suffer from is the fact of finding itself
inmprisoned in the org"nlc aDpﬁP”“i of both tendencics, Sta linism
first and forcmoste The non-existence of a recvolutionary organiza-
tion which would inspirc it with confidence and combativc surcncss
contributes flore than o little to this, thet is, our nctual voliey”
contributes dlr\ctly or indirectly, Yesterdaay 1t was indispensable
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for the prolectariat to go through thc experidnces of governments sct
up by the lcaders of the traditional orgenizations in order to under-
~stand that the revolution wns the only possible way out, Not £oday;
you have to cover your eyes obstinately with your hands not to sec it.
The experience has been long and painful, The proletariat undere
stands that there 1s no solution to its problcoms other than the reve
olution, but it is pessimistic and somewhat inert in the hands of

the t raditirnal organizations because 1t scos no other organization
which- offers serious possibilities of mrking this revolution, It
would hardly break away from this pessimism and inertia if we, to
whom it looks with a little hope, without our succeeding in inspiring
1t with the necessary confidence to take action, say that it ought
neverthelcss to see a Thorez government., Let us hope it will never
see it] In order to inspire confidence in the proletariat and per-
suade it to action and to a break with the organizations which im-
prison it, the thing moest indicated would be the creation of a united
front of 2all those minority labor organizations which oppose class
collaboration and ere supporters of the revolution and proletariah
democracy in general, Thus the proletariat wo:ld see a relatively
solid nucleus which would bredk the asphyxiating circle drawn around
it by Stalinism and reformism, ‘ -

To sum up, the slogen of a CP«SP=-CGT government such as has been

used in France, the call for a Stalinist-reformist governmént in
. general, is today entirely false and will serve only to hold back the

masses where they are, and also-~it is painful but necessary to say
i{t--develop the new potentially reformist tendencies existing in the
Fourth International, Ve cannot refrain frgm telling you, comrades
of the International Communist Party of France, that the crisis of
your party in particular and that of the International in general
will not be solved positively by supporting thc Frank faction against

the Craipeau faction, but rather by supporting the two factions which .

are against the defense of Russis and against the slogan of a-CP-SP-
CAT government, Fidelity to Trotskyism is not Tideiit§¥ to the
~written word, but to the revolutionary spirit of Trotskylsm. Between
the two factions which today eppear the strongest in France, the -
least bad will be thet which offers the party a more democratlc re-
gime allowing it to carry out the political changes indispensable
today through the widest and most democratlc diseussion,

Nationalizations, From all the forcgoing, our oppositlion to the
slogan of netionalization can be logically deducéd., It also belongs
in the realm of the written word, and far from expressing fidelity
to the revolutionary Trotskyist tradition, it expresses or at least
alds that which we have designated above as the new potentiad reform-
i1sm, In revolutionary movements, nationalizations have served the
Russian counter-revolution as wcll as the counter-revolution of the
purest bourgeois derivation to expropriate the proletariat as 1t was
taking possession of the instruments of production, and in moments of
passivity of the fiasses, to concentrate the property in the hands of
the state, religlous fetish and oppressor par excellence, so as to
‘make strikes difficult, restrict dcmocracy (Stalinist-rcformlst
police in the PFrench factories) and begin the creatien of a corpora-
tive order, Against this senilc slogan we must hoist that of the
expropriation of capitalism and destruction of its Statec by demo-
_eratically clected workers! committees, Every one of the situations
and conflicts which arises betwcen the proletariat and capitalism
must rcinforce in the workers the idea that nationalizations far
fron Pfavoring their intersss and those of the revolution in general;

- only aggravate the situation, The slogan of expropriation must
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become morc comprehensible to the proletariet all the time, ‘e :
believe that, in so far as 1ts genoral meaning is concerned, it is
already soO. '

The International has not had a revolutionary policy during the
war, more exactly, it has had no policy. It slept vhile 1ts most
visible parties, principally the SiP followed an entirely opportunist
policy of "revolutionary triumphism" toward the war at the same time
‘that they pretended to sct themselves up as trustees of fidelity to
the program (what part of the program is morc impetant than the ;
struggle against war?), raising as their camp colors the defense of
Russia abowe all else., Yle tell these tendencies which are not
absent from the French party, that they have violated the most
ecssential part of the program and that only a thorough, honest and -’
eritically undertaken correction will permit them to speak of fidel~
ity to the progran without sowing confusion. But there are also
other tondencies vhose fidelity to the program 1s more"genuine” who
ought to keep a watch on themselves, for they run the risk of facie
1itating the Internaional's remaining in the hands of the most
opportunist tendencies wvhich are dangerous on accouht of their or=-
ganic strength--and this would, very probably, mean 1ts jdeological
death. Our program rmst be adapted to the gigantic changes brought
‘about by the war. It 1s here where fidelity to it lies and not in
unchanging repetition, and evén loeg in particl repetition,ldlécarda

‘ }ggh{ggslutionrry-defeatism %ndﬁinterpreting the rest in right-ving
‘The criminal destruction of the Spanish revolution Erincipallz'

at the hands of Stalinism and the subse~uent beginning of the ilm=-

~ perialist war mark +he end of a stage which opened with the end of

" the former imperialist war and the triumph of the Russian revolution.

Everything has undergone changes of great importance, the old )

capitalism and Stalinist Russia, the general attitude of the masses

and their 1ldeas or beliefs with respect to bourgeols democracy and

© traditional aganizations. Europe is a vast prison, a tature -camp

whose guards and torturers are sometimes German or Italian at other

. times Russian, American, English or French. A new stage has appeared
“4n the implacable struggle of our epoch to find a revolutionry solu-
tion to its conflicts. Our program cannot be exactly the same as in
the former stage. If 4t is to continue being equally revolutionary,
i1t must be modified. '

e do not doubt for a2 single instent that the fundamental cause
of the crisis in the French party snd the International can be summed
up in the opportunisms of yesterday toward the fmporialist war and
+he resistance movements plus ideological inertia in changing in
time what needed to be changed. Today this inertia continues in full
on the part of the ncw world leadership. The crisis will only be
aggravated if it is not solved by adopting the chances indicated in
this letter. :

. The Frank faction has had the party occupied for nearly a month
in discussing an article entitled "The Party in Danger". As a
matter of fact, the French perty is in danger. But its crisis, as
we pointed out at the beginning, 1s an expression of the erisis of
the Intcrnational, in turn connected with that of the lebor movement.
It is a problem of very concrcte ideas and slogens of which the
principal oncs are explained in this dccument. The Frank foctlon
s fully co-respondnilefor the crisis of the French party and of the
International, and the PCI would be in as ruch or morc danger if its
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leadership passed fpom the Craipeau faction to thet of Prank, The
dangor stems from all tho se tendencies which have shown themselves
indulgent toward the opportunisms committed during the war by the
~ American psrty or by eny other, and who continue to prockhim themselves
supporters of the defense of Russia, a Stalinistereformist governe
ment, a united front with Stalinism and nationalizatlons, The most
important of thos e tendencies internationally, to which has been
added the Frank faction, are the sae which had an antl-fascist attl-
tude and not an internationalist during the war, In no decisive .
aspect does the Frank faction differentiate i1tself from the Craipeau
faction, Their réal differences do not even merit separation into
distinct factions, If one is opportunist toward Stelinisp, the other
1s opportunist toward Stalinism; if one finds something progressive
in the counter-revolution of the Kremlin, the other also, etc. They.
are indiscriminately part of the right-wing of the International,

The next congress of the International Communist party will have
enormous importance for the future of our world movement, It 1s
necessary that the problems posed here be duly discussed; in order
to save the party, it {s necessary that the entiré party, lncluding
the Craipeau and Frank fattions, realize the urgency of radically
changing thelr positions on the points herein indicated;it is necess-
ary to reconsider our transi¢tnal program in general and to put oure

selves in a posftion energetically to aid the International in effect--

ing its own ideolo.:al revolutin, Whatever the divergences are be-
tween the two factions opposed to the defense of Russia and the =
slogan of a Stalinist-reformist government, through them can be

glimpsed a positive solution to the crisis of the French party, a most
{mportant premise for solving #e crisis of the International, It is
the duty of these two factions to gct along together and not help

false left-wings in the International,
_ ‘Once more: fidelity to Trotskyism is not the literal repetition
- of what Trotskylsm sald yesterday, even supposing 1t were not dis-
torted in a rightewing mannepr, Fldelity to Trotskyism 1s the fimm,
sincere, and courageous rectification of some of the assertlons 1t~
made yesterday. The revolution @lgo 1s revolutionary; it requires
shifts, modifications and radical negations of 1ts own former asser-
tions. Yes, the revolution is also revolutionary} :
- Down with "Trotskyist" conservatism}
Dovn with "Trotskyist" fetishism} '
out with "unconditional defense" of the USSR}
For an Ideologically'firm and renewed Interpat;onalx
Long‘livé the French proletarign revolution}
Long live the world revolution}

Long live the Fourth Internationall

Mexico, D.F. June, 1947 =  Natalla Sedova-Trotsky, Benjamin Péret,
L1647
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A DECLARATION BY THE CUBAW PARTY

Havana :
July 19, 1947

To the I.S. of the IV International
Dear Comrades:

e have received your comrunication concerning the Third Plenum
of the IEC, containing the resolution on the preparation of a World
Congress. Below we give our point of view on the subject, :

In the first place we would like to express our protest against
-the absurd procedure used for establishing the basis for representa-
tion to the Congress. The division of the countries where our move-
ment exists into three categories (those of greatest importance, of
medium importance and least importance) we consider to be completely
arbitrary since it is hot based on a concrete analysis of the situa-
tion existing in each one and its relation to the world situatlon,
It appears rather like a caricature of the categories which exist in
* the U.N., categories which, it is obvious, naving nothing in common
‘with the revolutionary concepts of the IV lnternational. On the other
hand, if it 1s a question of establishing categories, it would be well
to take under consideration the theory developed by. Paul Levi from
1922 to 1928, that in the event of a new world var, the viorld center
would be transferred from the European continent to the American con-
tinent, a prediction which, ocbviously, has already been reallzed.

In-the present state of development of our organlzations, very
few of which have a numerical s trength of a thousand, basing the
- representation on the combination of the importance of the country and
the numerical importance of the section has little to comend it. On
the contrary, by virtue of thils same ‘1imited membership of our -orga-
nization, the division adopted obviously assumes a negative and
totally anti-democratic character. For this reason, we bellieve this
. basis for representation rmst be modified and we must adopt the
principle of proportional representation according to the nunmber of
* militants of each section, without regard to the countries they are in.

‘le want to‘emphasize the fact that the representation of the
Cuban section, given its small numerical strenath, would nd be
affected by the proposed procedure, but we believe it to be a cuestion
of principle to oppose any method which will be harmful, now or in
the future, to our international organization.

Another thing. The resolution does not take up the problem of
the representation at the Congress of the different groups in any one
country which consider themselves mcmbers or sections of our Intere
national, The eristencd of one o ficial section is irrelevant to the
basic question, since in many cases the official" group is of less
importance than the non-official . On that basis no decislion can be
made which can be really beneficial for our organization, The diff-
‘erent groups in lexico and Argentina must bc considered on their
merits without trying to arrive at unification through ultimatist
measures. And it is obvious that any one of these groups vhich has
proven itself to he for the defense of our principles and our program,
~ should have representation at the lorld Congress, " 648.
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We also consider ill-advised the decision not to invite to the
Congress the POUM and the International Communist Party of Italy, as
the French comrades have proposed. 'e consider this attitude sectar=-
fan and in complete disagrcement with the best traditions of Bolshe=~
~ vism, espccially during the early perlod of the Communist Internationd
Since the IV International is at present the only organization in the
international political arena with the character of a world party, on
‘1t should rest the initiative for opening a wedge to these centrist
or ultra-leftist parties, in an effort to steer their militancy in our
~direction, ' B S v .

' The tendency to convert our International into an "exclusive"
organization is evidence of a political blindness incompatible with
the struggle for a socialist revolution., As comrade Trotsky so ably
observed in his polemic against the ultra-left Oehler, only sectarians
attempt to make a world in ‘their orn image and’ resemblance, ‘le will
narrow our organization within a schematic freme which, at the present
time, is equivalent to renouncing in advancé the leadership which
historical events has placed in our hands. ' :

Because of all these considerations we ask the comrades of the
IS to reconsider this point, as well as the ones pointed out pre-
~ viously, since the decisions reached can cause‘ivrevocable harm to our
movement. o ‘ : | ’ .
: We ho§e td‘hear from you soon, With fraternal greetings,
FOR THE TRIUMPH OF REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM
¥OR THF NATICNAL AND SOCIAL LIBFRATION OF CUBA
Revolutionary ‘orkers Partj,
Cuban Section of the 4th Inter-
national. _ ,

for the C.C.
TLasalle .

1649



i3
POSTSCRIPT TO THE "0P=H LFTTER TO THE INTERNATIONALIST
' COITiUNIST PARTY OF FRANCE"

(The following suotations from articles of Leon Trotsky have been added
by the authors of the "Open Letter" as a postscript:)

"Of course we are not fetishists, #If new historical facts recuire
the revisicn of the theory, we will not stop at that, But the lament-
able experience of the old revisionists shonld, in any case, inspire
us with a healthy caution. Ve ought toreflect ten times on the old
theory and the new facts hefore constructing a new doctrine." (Article
in Russian, Leon Trotsky: "Neither iVorkers' State nor Bourgeols State?"
dated in Coyoacan, November 27, 1937, published in the Bulletin of the
“Russian Opposition, Mo, 62~63. . -

" Let us admit for a moment that, in agreement with the Stalin-
‘Hitler pact, the Moscow govermment leaves intact the right of private
property in the occupied territories or confines itself to "controlling!
it in the Fascist manner, These concessions misht 'have a profound
principled character and might be the point of departure. of a new chap-
ter in the Soviet regime and, cense~uently, would call for a new eval-
uation-of the nature of the Soviet state on our part." (Article in
Russian, Leon Trotsky: "The USSR in VWar", dated September 25, 1939 -
published in the Bulletin of thé¢ Russian Opposition, No 79-80.)

L1 2 K12 A2
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STATEMENT OF TH® NATIONAL COUMITTEE OF THE
. YIORKERS PARTY

'Prefétory the

The Statement of the National Committee of the Party on the John-
.son split and its mweaning is delayed in publication, Originally draft-
ed by the Political Cormittee, it was submitited to the referendum vote
of the National Committee after the Johnsonite request for a "transfer"
“to the S,li.P., A number of forrulations in the original draft were
amended or objected to outright by members of the National Committee.
The objections dealt particularly with the séction on the relationship
of the split to the Joint Staterent on Unity, It was feared that the
draft indicated that the P.C. might seek to take "legal" advantage of
the Joint Statement for the purpose of "vetoing" the entry of the John-
sonites into the S.,'/.P, This was never the intention of the P.C., how-
ever, I} was simply concerncd with not lending itself to spproviag of
the Johnsonite split and especiakly with not contributing to the idea
that such a split could be organized and carried through under the
guise of the Joint Statement and with a continued recognition on our
part that its terms, now reduced to & hypocritical formality, are still
valid., On *the hasis of the raferendum, the Political Committee there-
fore had no difficulty in Amending 2nd rcformulating the draft to meet
sdequately any objection that had been raised, and to isse it in lts
present form as a Statemont of the National Committee, The coming
- Plenum of the National Committee will be the occasion for a complete )
review of the situation, not only with reference tc the Johnson capitu-
lation but to the question of unity itself, ' .
Editor 1650
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STATEMENT OF THE NATIONWAL COI'MITTFE UF THE
: WORKTRS PARTY

The National Committee of the ‘orkers Party condemns the split of
‘the Johnson faction and the resolution of its conference on which it 1is
based as a capitulation to-the Cannon group and as a studiecd blow atie-
attempt to achieve the unification of the Trotskyist movement in the
United States on a firm and healthy basis. :

- Unity hased upon capitulaetion, which no revolutionist worthy of
the namc can deccnd, cannot possibly yield fruitful results. In its
declaration of political soliderity with the Cannon group and its un-
bridled =snd calumniatory dermunciation of the Yorkers Party, the capit-
ulation of the Johnson faction is represerted by its abandonaent not
only of those positions which, in the past, it held in common with the
Workers Party but also those positions which distinguished 1ts own

. political btendency, or by the effectualabardonmont of those positions

which 1t now relegates to a state of unimportance. Thase include the
Johnsnnite opposition to the theory that Stalinist Russia is a workers!
state and to the officiel International-position of unconditionald e-

" fense of &talinist Russia, ‘questions which Johunson declared only yese-
gerdsy to be dcecisive for the fate of the world revolutionary movement;

the Johnsonite selidarity with the internationalist position of the
YWorkers Party in the struggle against the imperialist war and its re-
jection of the Cannonlite posi tign during the var as semi-social patri-

"otic; the Johnsonite solidarity with the internaticnalist position o

the Vlorkers Party against support of China during its perticipation in

' the imperialist ver, &nd its re jection of the Camnonite posl tion of
. -defense ofChinaj; the Johnsonlte support, even f1f with an ultra-leftist

motivation, of the natimoal resi stance mnvercnts during the war,- and
1ts rejetion of the Cannonite position as insenity; the Johnsonite

" solidarify with the revolutionary proletarian policy and activity of
. the Workers Party during the war in the renks of the working class of

2 the United States snd in its mass organizations, and its rejection of

‘the Cannoritc course in the American mass movement as oprortunistic;

f ’the Johnsonite solidarity vith the principles of genuinc party democr-
I acy proclaimed end unwaveringly practiced by the 'lorkers Party, and its -

condermnation of the Cannonite conception of thc party and party regime

}:.as monolithic; and nct least of all, the Johnsonite solidarity with
.. the Yarkers Party's course on unificstion since it was first adopted
. two yoars sgo, and its rejcction of the Cannonite course as being re-

6
i

5} sponsible for the continued division of thc Trotskyist movement in
this country, Co ‘

This capitulation, the culmination of a2 process whose origins and
nature werc snalyzed by the ‘Jorzers Party, which vas thercby cnabled’
to predict its outcome with complcte accuracy, is not the result of a
purely arbitrary decision by the Johnsonitos. It is rooted in the po-
13tical 1line which thne Johnscon facticn deveirped in opposition to the
Marxist position of the ‘orkers Party. The prosent outcome of the

{L.devclopment of this 1linc, which is in general characterizcd by a purc-

1y rhetorical, abstract on? sterile radiczlism heving little in commen
with revolutionary Harxism, shows how short is the distance betveen

. verbal ultra-leftism and the opportunism whih i1t supplemcnts., The

hankritt cy and impotence of the ultra-leftist phrascriongering of the
Johnson faction having heen crushingly revealed by vorld cvents of the
past few years, on the hetels of the equally crushing politiceal defeat it
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suffcred, by its owvm gvowal, in the coursc of the fullest and most
denocratic discussion of all élsputed guestions in the renks of the
Party, have impelled its leaders to a hysterical and precipitate cap-
ftulation to tho faction which throupghout the past it characterized as
opportunist in all the dccisive. quastions of the revolutionary movement,

Inseparebly combined vith this capitulation, is .the new formulation
by Johnson of the basis upon vhich the revolutionary party must be
built in the United Stetcs, This new formulation dceclarcs that the
fundarmental problems of !larxian thcery, of internotional revolutionery
stratepy ond politics, eround which the crisis of the world movemcnt
has revolved rithout successful solution so far - the so-called "Russ-
fan question", the so-called "national question," etc, - arc now
charscterized unimportant or even "alien to thc now tasks" in the United
States, Johnson now considers a discussion of thesec dccisive questions
Tanthing else hut a demorelizing repetition of the dis-utes of 1940."
H2s rcsolution states that the political cvaluation of unity "cannot be
based upon anything elsc but the strategic perspective of the American
ra>volution and the building of the American Party;" that it 1s necessary
to "procleim the neccds ond tasks of the American ﬁevolution as the base
for the unified Amcrican Party." '

The vital importancc for us of the nceds and tasks of the party -
and the socialist rcvolution in the United States cannot be over-enmpha
sized, This stateniont has, however, nothing vhatsoever in cormom with
th® now conception of the Johnsenites., It i1s & conception that brcaks
with the spirit of internationallism, with the progrsm and traditions
of the Trotskyist movemrmt aud all iiarxist movemmnts hefore it, and 1is
only a new variety of HNaticnal-Bolstcvism, It is only nccessary to
translate this formuletion into 2ll lanmuages and to apply it to the
revolutionary movements in all countrics to undcrstand tliet it means
antometie2lly the ond of tiFe intornational moverent end the end of in-
ternaticnalism, {.e,, Harxism, in the movement., Necver in the history
of our movement has the basis of the revolutionary party been formulated
in such a crassly vulgar, philistine-nationalist manner., The ‘lorkers
Party condemns and rejccts this view as a gross earicature of larxist
* Internationalism and a product of utter political dcmoralization, *he
world movement is divided into two main tendcncies by the question-of
the naturc of the Stalinist state and its defense, end the attitude of
revolutionists towards Stalinism and thc “talinist partics, -Une tendc-
ncy would -transform the Fourth Intcrnaticnel increasingly into a left
wing, or lcft cover, for Stalinism, The other wold prescrve its '
historic role of revolutionary vanpuard, left wing, of the proletariat.
This division 13 not a "Mussian question.," It is as Américan as it is
Fronch, as British as it is Pussian, as Chinosc as it is Gernan, It is
the key question of the world moveinont, Johrnson oscillates between
thesc twvo tendoncies. Unv'illing to propagete the position of the defense
of Stalinism himsclf, he becomes the defecnder of the defensists, Re-
jocting thc defense of Stalinist Russia as meaning the dofense of a
fascist Imperialist stnte, he unitcs with the defcnders of Russia
ecainst thosc vho opposc its imperialism., %The artifice of the socalled |
"Ancrican qucstion" is, so far as Jehnson is concorned, merely a cover
fer his capitulation on the %cy guestions of the movement., Johnsca Is
a shiecld of the vight wing in the international movement.

The National Cormitteec has taken note of the proposal, originally
made by Johnson, "to request from the 'iorkers Party 2 transfer of its
mcumbership to the Socinlist ‘iorkers Party." It points out that this
strangc and unparalled proposal was not mriade on the basis of any clalm
or cv®n.sugrestion that the Johnson factlon was 2t any time or in any
way precventcd from freely proscenting its vicws and defending them inside
the ranks of the Workers Party and in its pross, but only on thc ground
thot its views wore not adopted by the majority of the Party and that
Johnson has now found thet the defcnse of his views inside the party in-
wolyes him "in wearisore and futile political sStruggles." 1652
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The democratic character of ‘the Vorkers Party is known to all and
it has boen rcepeatedly affirmed and confirmed in word and in practice.

Our Party is proud of its dcmocratic regime and holds firmly to *ts

inclusive revolutionary conception of the party., It is this conception
that made it possible for the majority and the minority to cxlst and ‘
work togcther in a sinslc party for scven ycars in spite of the wide

- political and theorectical differcnces betwecn them. It is this -con-
ception which has made possiblc the consistent position of the ‘lorkers

Party in favor of unity with the Socialist ‘‘orkers Party in spite of
the differences betwoen them., Despite the uncalculsated provocation of
thce Johnson rasoluticn and the split vhich has followed, the Hational
Committce sces no grounds for abandoning its conecption of the demo-
cresic character of the rovoluticnary party. Thercfore, the National
Comnittce calls upon every member of the Johnson faction to remain at
his vost as a lecyal and disciplined member of the Yorkers Party, rce-
42ining to thcfull all the democratic rights and obligations of all
crnocr members of our Party, .

At thc samc time, thce National Cormittcc endorscs the position
+s¥an by the Political Committee in dconouncing the proposal that 1t
grant a "trensfer" of membership from the MWorkers Party to the
Socialist Yorkers Party not only as an cxample of political childish-
ness, but as a cowardly evasion by the Johnson faction of its ovm
responsibility., Up to recently, this faction bitterly denounced as
"ionshevism" thce chenge of affilistion from onc of the partics to the
sther,in conncetion with the adhcrenec to the Yorkers Party of the
SWP Hinority in 1946, cven though it occurred under circumstances
radically diffcrent from thosc now prevalling, :

then 1t became clcar that the Political Comtittcc wonld not enter
into an arrcement with it to split the ‘jorkers Party, & step which the
cormittee had neitrer the authority nor the desire to achicve, the
Johnson factinn, in the face of its o'm rcpcated committments to the
contrary, decidecd to split from the ‘orkcrs Party and to apply for
membhership in the Socialist liorkers Party, : ‘

The itorkers Party appeals for new members and sceks to retain in
i1ts ranks thosc vho are already members by the only means which it .
has at its disposal and which it des®rcs to have, the power of political
pcersuasion, The 'orkers Party is opposed to Xccping fmombers or gronupe-
ings inside the Party by any other forcc or pressrc, or by any orga-
nizational and mecchanical devices, :

‘he Mrtional Committce is a co-signatory to the Joint Statement
for Unity of thc Socialist VYorkers Party end thc ‘sorkers Party. Upon
the initistive of the former organization, this Statcment contains a
specific provision arninst cither party accepting into its rmks,
during the period of unity ncgotiations, any merbers who have heen oXx-
pelled from or who have vwithdrawn from the other psrty, without mutual
agrement, The National Committcc did not agre~ with this provision,
{nasriuch as it was designed to prevent or teo moke 1t difficult for
former members of thc SWP to join thc Yorkers Party and, above all,
because our Party opposes the use of any such mechanical mcasures to
retain members or to prevent militants from joining the party of. thelr
choicc, Our Party acquicsced in this provi sion, finally, only upon the
insistence of the S'IP, : : '

Tn view of its position on this point, the Naticnal Committec has
neither the desire nor the intention to invoke this provisiocn for the

‘purpose of preventing the Johnsonites from entcring the S,W.P, If the
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Johnson faction hns now concluded that the only arcna for the triumph
of its political line is the SP, thcen it is this faction ~nd the S:/P
{tseXf - not the ‘Jorkers Party - that rmst take upon themsclve° ~the full
rosponsibility for their course,

The position of the Hnrkors Party on unity and thc bhasis upon vhich
it can be achieved, has been repcatedly statcd for two years snd requirec
no claboration here, However, thc HC, without involving itsclf in any
way in the dccision as to thc relations between the Johnqonitos and the
S'IP, is fully avare of the fact that tho split of the Johnsonitcs and
their qpplicatjon for membership in the SWP is tantzmount to » declara=-
tion that for their part the question of unity betuecen the YYP and the
S*/P has hecon romoved from the order of the daye. It is obvious that no
group in our party would leave it now to join the S'/P if it cnvisaged
the unity of the two part’es in their entirety as a practical perspcc-
tivc. The NC is likewisc fully aware of the fact that a corrcsponding
action by the SUP vonld similarly be tentamount to an open declaration
on itg »art. tha* the Statement on ity no on-er retains cven the formal
meaning to *hich the actions and statements of the SYP leadership have
reduced 1t,

The Viorkers Party will not hcesitate to draw the conclusions from
the particularly hypocriticel blow ot unity delivered by the Johnsonite

" split and all thosc responsible for 1t and 11l continuc to act in un-
“wavering fidelity to its cenception of the democratic character of the

party and its rcvolutionary principles in genergl.

Nationnl Committec, ‘‘orkcrs Party

\'.
e
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The Appeal of the S''P Minority

The SWP linority has recquested that the following note be added to6 the
Appcal h'ch follows. It arrived aftcer the articlc hod alrcady been
mimeographed. It reads es follows- ’

"1 The corrades who have the prescnt Appcal at hand will undoubt-
edly undcrstemmd the formmlations in ft., ¥ill they pleasc explain them
and thc rcasrns for tbom to their comradces in the oral discussions that
take Dl»CCO

Mg, vo ask all comrndes rcachcd by this Appeal and concerned vith

it to communicate theivr opinions to us at the follovine address: B.
Kuehn, 56 OGcventh AVLUUu, Hewr York, N.Y,. )
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APPEAL PY THE MINORITY (S'P) TO ALL SECTIONS OF THE !NOVEMENT

The SUP Minority belieﬁes thét 1t should submit the following
facts and opinions to the a“tention of all militants of the movement:

. ' 'I. The Problem of Unity

l. It was the Minority that took the initiative in proposing
unity to the members of the two parties concerned, the V/.P., and the
S¢7.P.e Such a unity then appeared both necessary and possible, Five
years of split had proved that the existence of two groups, recognized
by working class and socialist opinion as belonging to the same po-
litical deonomination, was an obstacle to the growth of a section of
the movenent, The glit therefore had no further reason for existence
provided that 1) a will for unity was manifested in the two groups;

2) the political problems that had been at the. origin of the split
(nature of the USSR, its place in the world, its relation to imperial-
1sm on the one hand,and to the socialist revolution on the other,)
were re-exanined in the light of the .arts consequences and the re-
sulting international conjuncture. o :
) ’ . ] T ¢

2. Tris 1s what the Minority recognized vhen 1t formulated in its
unity proposal the conditions which would make it possible, Namely,
a) despite the political disagreements there was a political basis
shared by the two groups permitting unity, b) to assre a lasting . . .-
future to the unified party and to prevent as far as possible all risk.
of subsequent split, the two groups should agree to base unity unequi-
vocally, on the one hand, on the recognition of the majority line as
the political expression of the party, that is to say, the subordina-
tion of the minority to the discipline of the majority in action, and
on the other hand, on the recognition by the majority of the minority's
right to discuss without any restriction any and all majority positions
inside the party and to have its platform knovn to workingclass opinion
on the occasion of each national gathering of the party, !

3. Confronted by this unity proposal clearly formulated by the
SYP Kinority, the response of the leadgrships of the two parties -
concerncd was no less d ear in fact, *‘he leadership of the VP,
acéepted the proposal and explicitly acreed to recognize majority
~discipline as a counterpart to democratic guarantees in the unifica-
tion process and in the functioning of the unified party. The leader-
ship of the SUF re jected the proposal, tried to justify its refusal
by 41l sorts of sordid maneuvers, redoubled its violence against the
minority as "agents of the WP in the party", and, finally, at its
last National Convention, rejected all perspective of unity for
. reasons of fundamental political incompatibility, thus unmasking the
‘hypocrisy of all the formal reasons it had advanced against unity

up to then, _ ) ‘ :

4. The decision of the SVP National Convention brought the
struggle for unity to a dead end and put off into the future its '
. reconsideration. Theé question was unexpectedly reopened -by the
decisions of the CIC, . At the same time that it decided to push to-
wards unity of the two parties concerncd, despite the resolution of =
the SYP National Convention, the CIC decided to prepare, convoke and,
hold an EPC of the movement. Confronted by the decisions of  the CIC,
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the SWP Hinorify and the Y'/P had nothing to change in their previous
stand, hey therefore reiterated their pcsition end resolved to
follow step by step the putting in practice of the commitments made
by the CIC, However, in view of the recent decisions of the Netional
Convention of the SYP and of the well-knovn attitude of its leader
ship, they made 1t clearly known that unity rust be guaranteed by the
~EPC and hed no meaning except as the outcome of a democratic EPC :
truly representative of the movement. The leadership of the SYP, on
the contrary, flung itself into an incredible campalsn of lies, man-
‘euvers, violent attacks against the liinority and unfeunded allegations
about the ''P, The maneuver was clear, It was a case of a violent
attempt at blackmail aiming to prevent the discussion of unity, force
the WP into a bureaucratic unification or, failing this, to prevent
unitye.

<

. 5 If the question of uqity, as soon as it was reopened resulted
in the greatest confusion, the responsibility lies with a parallel
decision of the majority of the CIC, namely not to oppose the leader=
‘'ship of the S¥P on sny point and to surrender to it the initiative
in the regulation of unity, This. so-called "diplomatie" (to use the
expression of the CIC representative) attlitude was in fact devoid of
all principle and political realism, It simply showed up the politw
1cal and moral cowardice of the CIC in the face of the SYP's bureau=
cratisme It revealed that the CIC had no intention of resolving the
.question of unity but only intended to make a facade concession
("aiplomatic" in its style) to,the discontent existing in the movement
on the unity question as on so nany others, ‘ias this formal concess-
4on capled behind the scenes with a dirty bureaucratic maneuver be-
. tween the CIC and the liartin clique? 'le do not know and it is
- 'scarcely important, The facts speak for themselves, The "diplomacy"
of the CIC permitted Martin to conduct his he bitual maneuver, He
pretended to accept a compromise and betrayed it the next day, then
. imposing his own_solution.on his- accompliceq, active or passive, in
‘the movement, He tried first to "cook up" an immcdfate unity without
‘discussion and closing the discussion for the EPC, Vhen the Minority
"had unmasked his bureaucratic maneuver and the WP had declined it, he
- threw hinself into a compensatory double mancuver: to put pressure on
~the CIC to cook up an EPC which would endorse his plans and to pre-
pare the-ground everywhere for a rupture of unity, for the expulsion
of the iinority; therefore for the deepening of the split, and even
more, for 1ts extension throughont the movenent,

6. Faced with the present situation, the Minority limits itself
to repeating its initial pPOPOSul Unity of the two groups is
~possible and necessary on the basis which it has ‘ndicated., A bureau-
cratic solution of unity, be it proposed by the Martin clique or its
annex in the CIC, will.net be accepted. To bring about the proposed
unity, to maintain unity in the movcrient, it is necessary: 1) to
accept the actual political differences as an existing fact throughe
out the movement and to attemnt to promote a politioal sclnation by
means of discussiong 2) to guarantec, along with the discipline of
the majority line in action, the democrstic functioning of the party-~
- that is to say, a permenent guarantee of the right to expression and
_to polemic of minoritiecs, be it inside the party or before working
class opinion vhen necessary (national gat-erings, etc.): 3) specifi-
cally, to vrepare unity of the two parties concerned by a comion
political discussion and a comrion nractical cullaghoration, despite
political differences; and this in the ranks as well as at the top;4)
.. to recornize openly that in the present situation the principal
danger for the novement is bureaucratism, |¢°56
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II, The Plenum Resolutions

T. Lhe_S;P Minority is astonished at not having receivecd all the
resolutions issued by the last Plenum of the CIC, It is an unprece=-
dented action in the annels of cur movement to send such or such a
resolutiocn to such or such a group or political tendeney according to
the plecasure of the responsible organism, - The Minority is equally
astonished at nct having received to this day any letter in reply to
1ts letter to the CIC, sent for conmsideration by the Plenum, - a reply
which had nevertheless been announced in the Resolutions, '

2. The Minority protests ind*gnently against the pretexts of
security which the CIC employs to try to cower up the burcaucratic
maneuvers which 1t is undertaiking tozether —ith the lMartin cligue;
to imposz such measures on the vhole moveirent ithout information or
discumssion on the part of the ranks vhich the EPC is supposed to
representy in a word, to try to cook up a hureaucratic gathering,
lackin~ any corrcspondence with the real movement and destined to
recoréd purely and simply without cffecetive debate among all thec forces
of the movemcnt, the factional decisions alre-dy reached, without
discussion before the movement, by the CIC and the Hartin cligue.

The Minority 1s perfectly wecll aware of the prudence required
in connection with gatherings of this type. But it also knows per-
fectly well how to distinguish between technical preparations and
political preparations for such gatiherings. Under false colors of
security the CIC is preparing the organization and the holding of an
EPC under buresaucratic control, which will no more represent the
real mov:ment than it will correspend to the requircments of the
prosent political conjuncture, Yhe ilinority protests this attempt and
hercwith recorrs every reservation on the validity of such & gather-
ing.: :

3. The Mnority protests once nore against the "preliminary
8ondition" imposed for participation in tie ECP, It denounces anew
its arbitreriness, 1ts bureaucratism and its unprecedented character,
The riore events develop, the more clearly it appears that this pre-
liminary condition constitutes, in the dubicus hands of the Martin
clique, one more maneuver worthy of low-grade llachlavellianism,

The !'inority records that the Pleénum did not bother to furnish
any ansver to the criticisms raised up on .varlous sides against such
.a condition, limiting itself in 2 typically buresucratic manner, to
rencwving, withcut explanation, the demand for this condition, at the
same time accepting vith an absurdity which conderms it, the particie
pation of the IKD in the FPC deslte the refusal of the latter to .
accept such a decision, .- :

4, The S'P Minority protests against the obscurity which 1s
deliberately maintained with regard to the mgthod of convoking the
EPC, ‘ho will convoke it? And vhen? The committment madoe by the IS
reprcsentative to convoke it only in agrecement with minorities on the
basis of a dcmocratic preparation recognized as auch by all -- is
this still in crfect? Or does it cnly constitute an idle proposcl,
like so many cthers?

5, The !MMinority protests indignantly sgainst the method of
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representation proposed by the Plenum. Its formulation appears myster-
fous, but its import is only too clear, First a geographic represcnta-
tion, function of the "importance" of the countries under consideration.
- Such a2 method of division is completely forecign to the traditions not
only of our movement but of every democratic movement, But if the
principle is surprising, its application is even more so, Vhy, for
examole, include, and in the foreground, the USSR and China, ~here

our fmorces are nonexlstent or veriflable only with difficulty? Doubte
less thelr representatives to the EPC will enlipghten us en the chara-
cter of the projected manecuver, By what criteria arc Italy and Indo-
China Yudged less important, from the point of view of the politicel -
situation, than France or China? ‘/hat, from the sa:e point of vicw,
the only vworthwhile one, justifies a2 different classification for Cuba
than for Chile, for Peru than for Bolivia, for Uruguay than for
Argentina, for Peslestine then for Holland?

The numerical distribution is not less unjustifiahdle, Is it
necesscry to rccall precondltions for reoresentation as elerentary as
1) the past development of each section;2) the local conditions and
possibilities for propaganda and récruitment, from vhich/Tdh judge
the real extents of 1ts roots; 3) the relative importance of each
section in proportion to the nopulation and the economic co-efficient
of the country? Such recollections are obviously disagreeable to the
Martin clique, for, from this angle of reality, the New Zealand group
_appears far behind the French, not to speak at all of a Latin<funerica
group like Cuba, for example, Vho, morecover, will control the alleged
figures? /111 they not be the seme ones who dare to proposc these
discriminatory mcasures? Shall ve admit, without discussion or con-
trol, the myth, nourished by the Martin clique, of the 2000 members
of the New Zealand group (who in reality comprise 900 e¢flective members
plus 250 to 300 members "on the borks")? :

The method of minority representation constitutes & scandsl
against the revolutionary tredition, above all in the actual circum-
stances, A minority as such, that is to say, as a politloal entity,
has a right ©® political representotion, It is only secondarily that
1ts ropresentation varies with 1ts numerical impartance., Then, it is
onec of the contentions of the minorities that the systematic funct-
joning of the New Zealand group, and under its pressure, of the move-
ment as a vhole on the level of monolithic bureaueratism, have for a
lonr time completely distortcd the process of representation of poliw
tical currents, In this respect the prosedure is simple and well-
knotm In thc social-democratic, syndicalist and ZinovieveStalinist
tradition, of which the Martin clique constitutes the wvorthy saccessor
in our movément., ‘‘terc the bureaucratic clique can directly excrcise
the power of *ts machinc, it imposcs a mechaniéal control on the party,
reserves for the central apparatus all initiative, and systematically
imposes upon the narty a functioning from top to bottom without ever
tolcrating its functioning from bottom to top. The measydres of the
central apparatus arec never proposals, but decisions. They arc never

- presented to the ranks to be discusscd, but to be exccuted., Any

opposition, from the moment it apm ars, is immediately violently de-

- nounced asa peril to the party, distorted, Broken and stifled by means
of 1solrtion and organizational and personal repression, The rak and
filc is trained by systematic presaire to pesrvert its party patriotism
into a clan partisanship, ‘/hen thc opposition, undiscouragcd, persists
it 1s subjected to new tribulations, its rights in the party are de=

. nied on the pretext of disloyalty, its lcaders arc deprived of =ll
functions, at the same time “eing accused of sabotaging party ’wolr(l: 8



(vork which 1s made impossible for them by a ecaleulated atmosphere

of systematlic hostility and of unremitting slander); they ere finally
-expelled in order to decapitate the tendency, which itself is not long
in follouing, 1f it continues to provec viable, Uhcn, on the contrary,
the burcaucratitc olrgue cannot put its machine dtrectly into action in
the brother sections; it puts everything to work, particularly the
democratic functioning of the corresponding scction to encourage
artificlally there the birth or dcvelopment of factions on no mati=r
what basls, and at the price of no matter vhat compromisc in order to .
sabotage the party work there, to encourage the tactics of blaclmall
and split. :

It 1s In this way that the Martin clique, by a series. of syste-
matically conceived rmeasures, prevents all normzl functioning of the
party and all development of political controversy, dennunces the
latter in itc gross ignoronce as disloyal attacks, outlaws the oppos=-
1tion, deprives it of &ll legitimete expression of its platfam in the
meetings and publications of thc party and in the movement in generals;
finally reduces it, according to the typical expression of HMartin,
to the rank of "Sccond-class citizZen", and so to speak, of virtual
expellecs, At the samc time it deprives the other groups of cbjective
Informetion and unduly controls their functioning by all sorts of neans,
overt or covert., And that 1s the state of affairs which thc Plenunm
"Resolutions purely and simply sanctions,

- Another impermissihle deci'sion is the prohibition of proxy
representation, This is likewisc contrary.to all the traditions of
the revelutionary movememt, which is always ~onfronted by great
material difficulties wHich besone insurmonteble without recourse -
tosuch methods as proxy representation in this specific case. Such a
‘decision obviously has no other aim but to confine partiecipation in
the mectling only to represcntatives of those groups which have the
financial possibility, and we know what that means, This method of
pressure, alvays scandalously exercised by the lMartin elique, is to-
day cynically approved as a result of the CIC decision. ’ ‘

- In conclugion, it is plain to sce what 1s the meaning of the
Plenum resolution on the method of representation to the EPC, It is ‘
a question, contrary to all trsadition, t6 all reality, to all democracy,
of assuring in advance an autonntic nc jority to the bureaucratic
combination cf the Martin clique and to reduce the political delibera-
tions to a simple rubberestamping formality.  And one is no longer
astonished at the repusnant detajls of all these bureaucratic manipu-
lations vhen onc learns that S., non-momber of the Plenum, but
_executive agent of the HMartin clique, was rushed to the Plenum to
notify it of the plans arrived at by the clique and to have them.
underwritten, . )

6. The Minority rrotests against the deliberately and ncedlessly
clandestine character imposed on the EPC, It has elready tiroughly
marked the distinction between security tasks vhich the convo cation ¢
imposcs -- technical problems which can he easily resolved -- ¢ .d the -
‘delibercte refusal, veiled under this pretext, to deal with the po=
litical tasks vhich the present international conjuncture imposes
on us, In an historic moment of political confusion, vhen different
political moverients struggle to attract and retain attention of world
opinion when an alveady moribundbovenent like the ILP tries to reass-

, emble the socialist left on the historic perspective of the Sociallst
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United Statcs of Europe, the CIC, under the pressurc of the Martin

clique, tries to transform a gathering of the importance of the EPC

fnto a hurcaucratically organized meeting, to remove it, nd only - -
from thc control of the very movenent which it is supposed-to reprcsent

but, more serious still, if that 1s nossible, from the control of

world working class opinion, The burcaucratigation of the organs in

charge is elready such thst it refuses to submit the debates of the.
movement to the normal and necessary pressure of working class

opinion, choosing once more the sterile alternative of confronting it

with a manifesto cooked up at the top and in unjustified secrecy,

7. The Minority protests =against the refusal of the CIC to
invite otheor groups other than those of the liovement to the EPC. At
o time when the ovement, thrown into isolation as a general conse-
quence of the war and particularly of its war policy should be doing
cvervthing to attract the attention and adherence of recvoluticnary
militants outside, the CIC deliberately maintains it in a sectarian
f1solation in order to preserve control by the burcaucratic machine,
This rcfusal betrays the inczpacity of the CIC and of the majority
olements to coristitute themselves. intd a revolutionary center of
attraction obliging thc maximum number of clements susceptible to
influence to engare in political discussion., It expresses their
incapacity end their fear to discuss political padtions, which have
become untensble, vith other currcents of the workers! movement, It
. 1s necdless to odd thet such a dceision is contrary to the constant
I tradition not only of our Hovement, but of revolutionary Heprxlsm

in genecral, ‘

8. The Hinority records thc fact. that the CIC has nat nup to the
present organized any general discussion, It has heen content to
publish pecll-mell and abbitrarily a heterogeneous collectiocn of
articles, without consnltation with minorities and without any .
consideration for the ignorsnce systematically imposed for nany vears
“about minority positions, which continue as = ceneral rule to be =
unknown in the loveément. ' More than this, the CIC has.not up to the
present published any theses or resolutions expressing oificially the
majority line, whersas such docurients should be submitted tc discuss-
jon in the Hovement ot lonst six months before the convocalon of the
- “EPC. Ye repecat, the pretended democratic dlscussion, except for the
partial publication of cert:in minority positions which were arbi-
trarily selected, has up to now been the only occaslon for an cutpour-
ing of majority texts which have alrecady for years enjoyed a practical
monopoly in the organs of the Movement.. '

9. The S''P Minority protests agninst the conditiomal aédmission
of one of the parties concerred in the unification, the W.P,., (lles=
olution on Unity #3) and against thc highly symptomatic character of

~such an article, ‘/hile all the Plenum's resolutions lend to and
deliberately aim ot rmtilating in =dvance the represcntative chara-.
cter of the EPC, its sovercign powers and capacity for initiative,
the only point on which the Plenun demands the EPC's decision 1s the
phove-mentioned prrty's risht of roprcscntatlon. Nothing scrves
better to show up the low mancuvering character of this series of
resolutions than the e-ceptional naturc of the article concerning

this partye.

e g ey P AN R, Y



.,24 -

10. The SVP tinority Protcsts -~ Once aga’n -~ against the
Plenum'!s proposal to "close" all organized discussion after the

EPC, against the ambiguous forrmletion of such a propesal, finally
agalnst the proposed rules for en eventual resumption of the discu-
gssion, The CIC =- or some other organism of the liowement «- can
f{ntervenc in this domain, and at that under the statuatory control of
the sections only within in well-defined limits -- nemely, to open or
close and formally regulate (but not as to its gist) a discussion in
view of this or that meeting of the llovement. If that i1s what the CIC
means by claing all "organized discussion", it is a question of a
banal truism accepted as a matter of course and vhich has never been
expressed by writing in any resolution., But we know it is not 2 .
question of this, but of forbidding any kind of discussion, after the
EPC (2nd naturally the formation of any political current or tendency
resulting from such a discussion) on the theses, resolutions and

other political texts emergihg from the EPC both outside and inside
the Movermcnt., ‘'e have plainly ststed, and we repeat here, that such

a dim is $llegitimate, inadmissible, generally speaking and partic-
ularly in the international conjuncture bern of the war, Any

organic agrecment and all normal relations betwecn majority and
minority in any democrtic movement have as treir fundamental pree-
condition -~unconditionelly and previously =-the right of the minority
to discuss the najority'!s positions inside the perty. No organism--
CIC, EPC, or any other -- no majority mey destroy such a right, which
i1s ~t the very root of the democratic functioning of any movement, and
whose dcstruction siagnifies the dostruction of democracy in the move-
ment and its replacement by a prowving process of buresucratic mono=
1ithism, The Minority has scveral tim#s made it knovn -- particularly
to the IS representative -- that in no casec would 1t accept such a
decision., Today it adds, in the light of the real state of the Hove-
ment and of recent experience, that it will not accept the EPC's
decisions unless they contain specific provisions gueranteelng the
right of discussion without limitation and the right of political
tendencies to exist within the Hovement, = : :

11. The Minority scornfully rejects the Plenum's infamcus reso=-
lution on comrades M, and J, Nothing betrays bet'er than such a
resolution the CIC!s servility towards thce Martinm cligue. The
"political" solidarity which binds these two groups together was not
involved in this questicn., The Ifinority had submitted to the Move-
ment a auantity of facts pro¥ing the burcaucfatic regime of the Party.
Independently of the Minority!s -action; i1t is proved by the facts theum
sclves, such as the suppression of linority documonts, the cynical
adrmission of S., organizing sccrectary of the party, that the ninority
comrrdes viere treated in the narty like Ysccond-class citizens", etc.
The CIC representative himself recognized on several occasions that
the attitude of the party leadership towerds the opposition was in-
admissile. In spite of thesc facts, and of the openly rnonolithical
character of the l-et National Convention (of which the Plcnum darecs,
with indccont effrontery, to invoke "the almost unanimous agrecment")
the CIC conderns exclusively.and oncsidely the expelled comrades,
without investigation, and without a single word of criticism or
hlame for tho Hartin clique. ("Jc are not strong.cnough to attack the
leadorchip of this party", according to the shameful formula thought-~
lessly proffered by the representative of the 1S) G !
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The pretcnded restoration of the cxpelled comrades'! rights until
the EPC has turned out to be o degrading, demagogic cored¥ like all
the rest., These corrades arc cxcluded from 2ll participation in the
15fe of the party to wiich they belong, and, through the Plcnum's
provisions, from the preparation =nd holding of the EPC.

* The demand for recadmission into the SUP promised and gusranteed
by the CIC represcntative, has of course received ao reply -- which

i1s equivalent to o practical refusal -- from the professionzl liers

of the lartin clique,

The Mnority is practically deprived of all its rights in the
party, Its regire is a regime of exception in the strict sense of
I the terme The so-called discussion to prepare for the EPC is a de-
} . #cgrading parody vwhich reproduces all the maneuverist behavior of a
bureaucratic clique, he fow, carefully organized mectings are solely
aimed at allowing tho Martin clique to continue warping and inflanming
the militants! minds agrinst thec linority, while the latter are de-
prived ofsuch rights as would allow them to reply. A practice of this
kind ‘1s équivalent to an actual expulsion of the Minority, and at the
" seme time 1t demoralizcs the whole party. » ' .

Once again we reply to those who vould dispute the truth. of these
facts with our previous proposal: 1let an investigation commission be
set up, provided with sufficient conditions cf objectivity, t'o inform
the Movement as to the real situation o the party, -

2 The merc perusal of the CIC's texts exposes, cven in their form,

. this organism!s degrading conduct and its discriminnting attltude in

the Movement, The German comrades are "given orders", the French

lesdership 1s "criticized" at every step, the English leadership is

"ogiven advice", and before taking any resolution whatever that concerns

the Martin clique, its "consent i{s asked'. This base and arrogant

. attitude, mirroring the relatienship of forces in the capitallst

t . world, cces not belong to the revolutionary -tradition and rust be re-
Jected with disgust. _

I17Y. The CICF-'What it 1s - vhere !t 1s'headed2

The CIC was born of the frrious Preconference. What was the
latterts aim? &fter the forced interruption of connexlons imposed
© by the war and the paralysis imposed for years into the bargain on
¢ " the functioning of the Movement leadership by the lartin clique, an
urgent task had to be accomplished, Contacts hod to be re-éstablished,
therc vas the vhole activity of the HMovement since the last Congress
to he examined, and the .prospect for the imrmediate future had to e
decideds That 13 to say, concretely, a first meeting had to be fixed
and provisional organisms named, charged with organizing an ample
dlscussion that would represcnt ~ll the currents belcnging to the
Moverment, ~nd as soon as the unftlding of the discussion allowed for
1t, a general meeting had to be preparcd in vwhich the Movement!s
political linc for the next %o years would be decided. '

Vhat actually heppened? The linority urgently demanded the cone-
vocation of this neeting, while the Martin clique, not at all inclined
to glve an account of itself, opposcd it with a hesitant, passive
‘attitude. Then, with contacts rc-established, the clique ascertained
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the weakness of thec liovemcnt as a result cf the srar, the destruction

of most of the old European cadres, the veidmess and leck of education
of the scctiocns, and, mcre than anythirg olse, the terrihle pressurc
wvhich Stalinisn, consclidated by 1ts militery victory, was cxercising
on RTurope. It understocd that a manoouvre favorable tec itsclf wvas
possible, end decided cn it, Suddenly a mcoting vas cdl led, vithout
informing the ilovement, with no previous discussion, leaving the
members of the 0ld leadership of tho lfoverient in ignorance, and on the
sole basis of the Hartin cligue'!s manoeuvres behind the Movenent!s back,
No soonar was this mceting convoked than 1t decided vithout further
ado to transform itsclf into a pelitical Congress, oublished a polite
 $cal Manifesto, adopted various measures of a political kind affecting
the fovement, nnd finclly namcs some organisms which instead of being
provisional verc invested with political and administrative powvers. The
Moverient looked on at this spectacle, of which it 1s hard to know
whether it was mcre degrading than irresponsible, the spectacle of a
Weonforonce" manccuvercd ond convctred "conspiratively"y withcut instru-
ction, discussion or previous agenda, conductod according to the rules
of the most cancnical burcaucratism and ending in that incredible, still
barn Manifesto of unfortunnte memory which events promptly refuted.

The only argument invoked up %ill now to attempt to justify this
accomplished fact is thnt the delegates to the conference represented
morc sccticns than had beon the case during the preceding meeting.
This argunicnt.is both false in fact and valueless in its purpose. The
‘Minority irmedistely d eclared that the "confcrence" constituted a
political and moral strindle vithcut precedent in the Movement, It
declared that until a meeting, preceded hy an ample discussicn on pest
~activity ond on the problems of the near future, and reprcsenting all’

the political trends in the Movement, was sericusly callcd and held,
1t would rcfuse to recognize the appointcd organisms, not only, of
course, under a pclitical and adAninistrative heading, but even as
provisional orgenisms of the Movemént, 1h» IHinority explicitly re-
news today this double ddclaration,

Since its anpointment, thz CIC has not onmiy cxercised political
and cvgenizational powers that do not helong to 1t, but, in this
exercise, has constantlr impcsed on the movement a deliberate polic y
of accomplished facts, pablishing political declarations and tuoking
political measures without previous consyltation with the cections or
#iscussion, by means of clandestine manoeuvres ccordinated vith the
Martin clique whose outside agent it has practically becomc,

The only argument invoked to support such an attitude is that the
CIC wo1ld be uphcld by the majority in the !llovement, ‘e question
this alfirmaticn on two gounds, lo effective consultaticn of the . |
Movement allows of proving this affirnatior, which therzfore in polnt
¢f fact rests cnly on the bureaucratic manipulaticns of the CIC, On
the other hend, even if this affirmation viere arithnctically true, it
would be worthlass, since such a majority would only bc bascd on &
lock of exact informaticn, a 1o0clk of discussion, the suppression of
contributions from oppositionisttends, ‘fchtually, what this “ind

# The scercey of the "censpiracy" worked vamy well against the
Moverent, which was left in ignorance of everything until cenflrented
wvith the accomplished facts, but not against its enemicas as cxpericnce
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of argument exposes 1s the process now under way in the Movement,
inspired by the CIC, of a conception which is full-blown already in -
the New Zealand party, where the Martin clique has been imposing it
for years: namely, bureaucratic monolithism, with its natural countera.
part, plebliscitary majoritles, Unfortunately our apprentice bureau-
cratf are _on the whole still young, medlocre and without authoprity in
power. They content themselves, for the times being, with making the
most of the losses, weerkmess and confuslon of the Movement. Unfd rtu-
n-tely, though they can achieve nothing positive, these characteristics
of the lovement allow them to keep it in a state of crisis,

Immediately after the "conference", the crisis, far from lessen-
ing, became sensibly worse, as one might easily have expected., No=-
thing had- been solved and everything was getting worse, The cele-
brated Manifésto had scarcely been published before it was hastily
mended and refurbished on the most important question of the inter-
national .conjuncture (relations with the USSR). The refurbishments
turned out naturally to be cheap=Jack stuff, The usual zig-zags of a

.leadership with no political compass to guide it became all at once
more laborious, more contorted and...more necessary, The national
and dema ratic struggle and lts revolutionary consequénces, which
had been overlooked or deformed, suddenly became, thanks to the
“4ialectic" gerus of comrade Germain, the "first wave of the European
- revolution" (poor ersatz of the "imminent proletarian revolution" so
constantly proclaimed...on paper, but pitilessly postponed...by the
logic of ‘events,) The CIC realized that it was not so easy to make
the Movement believe that the moon is made of green cheese, or mis-
také. accomplished facts for the results of democratic discussion, or
-accept their elucubrations as the contemporary expression of Marxism.
Tt began to be vaguely aware that it was not being taken seriously.
It finally reconsnized -~ semlingly -- that the minorities! demands had
some "raisons d'etre"., It therefore decided to "organize" the prep-
aration and holding of an EPC (10 years after the preceding one})

. and the accomplishment of the required unity. '

. A CIC representative was given the task of informing the lMove-
“ment, His attitude, to say the least of it, was queer, at least in a
Movement which 1s supposed to function democraticelly., Iiis con-
venticles with the New Zealand representatives were numerous, long,
and in the way of their kind, truly "conspirative"., His interviews
with the minority representatives were few and formal, He always
refused to put in writing the statements he made to them and the
pledges he took with tnhem., His affirmations were contradicted by the
New Zealand represertatives the very day after he proffered them. He
then refused to confirm them on the pretext that he had to keep up

a "diplomatic attitude" towards the New Zealanders. All these argu-
‘ments led up to an attempt to convince the minorities! representatives
that no possible solution would come to anything unless it were

3 favorable to the New Zealanders, "who are the strongest at present"

' *  and "who are, besides, the only ones to give material aid to con-
trolling organisms of the Movement", In the face of such strange
"apguments", it was only too natural for the minorities! represent-
atives to appear more and more reserved. They wondered, with some
amazement tempered by experience, what king of dish would result
from the combined efforts of sich skilfull cooks,"

The diéh has been served up pipins hot, but savory for stronger
stomachs than ours, It has come in the form of the last Plenum's
- Resolutions and the Remarks of S, and C. on unity, analysed‘above o
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Unacenstomed to such strong spices ~- foreign to the Hovement'!s tradi-
tiors.~« the Minority rejects them resolutely mnd wholesale,

€ ifincrity had imposed on itself, as a matter of principle, and
st1ll dces, not to take any definitive decision hefore the preperation
and democratic holding of a general meetinz of the Movement, or before
the CIC had plainly refused either to accedc to such a demand or to
satisfy it cffectively, Since the Plenum's resolutions and the
Martin cliquets attitude towards unity, it hss become clear that such
a demand v1ll nevor recelve satisfaction, to the extent that this
depends on the CIC. For its part, thc Minority considers it uselkss
to carry on any dircct negotiations whatsoever on this point either
with the Hartin clique or with its branch establishnent of the CIC,
The CIC's facade manoeuvre regarding unity snd the EPC has deceived
nobedy ancd hasat least had the advantage of bringing things into the
clear, : : i

In order to defend and cont*nue 1ts nolicy of bureaucratic
usurpation, the CIC has decided tc either adjourn the EPC indefinitely
or to "cook it un" in an irresponsible meeting, at thne price of the
disintegration of the lovement. To keep its hold, it must continue and
1t does continue its policwv of prestige snd outwerd show, systematica-
lly falling to inform the ilovement, or, worse still, misinforming it,
It continues its irrcsponsible partisan policy, overwhelming with
criticism and difficulties the French party, the only branch of the
Hovement which shows any vitality today, and refusing to intervene
on any point egninst the Martin clique and its perversion of revo-
lutionary Marxism's political principles and organizational methods,
It continucs its policy of monolithism, and ,necessarily beczuse of
this, its zige-zags, constrsining the real complexity of c¢vents et the
price of scandalous silences cr deformations, smethering the real
divergences in the Movement at the price of burcaucratic combinations
and the sunpression of minoerity opinions, end is naturally ccnstantly
obliged to medify its proclametions and prognostications (without .
admitting it) so 2s to run after events, It continues its policy of
verbal radicalism and real impotence, fearing discussion and prosti-

- tutlng llarxist analysis on the level of affirmations of empty general-

ities, vith no arasp on events ("we beliceve in socialism" -- " we are

living in the era of socinlist revolution"e- "we are going towards
Inmperialis t world war number three" and other "revelations" of this
alibre.) It continues its monopolist ultimatum and blackmail operae
tions: "I am the Movemént. You accept the rules which sult ne, or you
won't belong any more", For these rcasons it is led, not only to
approve silcntly of the system of material and moral corruption .
practised by the Martin clique, but to take an active part in it. It
finally inaucurates a policy of typically burcaucratic combinations
with the sectarian-decfeatist minority in the !ovement, with purcly
electoral aims, vhile at the same times it begins trying to draw

near to the capitulationist group of the Revue Internationale, Thus
1t loses its one argument, that of "politicsl homegeneity", which the
Martin cligue is always rcpeating, and which the Minority, in any case,
had always taken at its proper value: zero,.. »

Yhat 21l this policy masks, what it feeds on, but also what 1t
aggravates and nourishes, is the weakness nnd decay of the ilovement.
But thc CIC at once precipitotes and stabilises this decay by its
policy of sectarian isolation ontside the ~ovement and of bureaucratism

teding to monolithism within it, Vhat is really very serious in this
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even more so than the morsl Dascness of these proceedings, is thelr
politicrl consequence: .the Marzist annlysis is perverted and replaced
by dead formulas; schematism and messishuism hecome the sole criteria
of judscoment in facc of the facts;naturally, routine and passivity arc
doencnod by this; as a consequence of which, the systematic deforma-
tion ond ralsification of the facts insidc and outside the }Movement
bccome a currcnt methode Such & line admits of no opposition, 1Its
fatal tendency ond inhcrent political centrism push it forcibly to
conduin the latter =nd climinete 1t on a dnlibcrately equivocel hasis,
“hat thc Martin cligque and its 2llied or dupes of the CIC arc aiming
£t today 1s nc lonzer thec sabotege of unificatlion or thHe expulsion
cf the minorities: 1t is, much more than that, the capitulation of

the French majority or the split of the French party. and the statutory
imposition of 2 bureaucratic control on the MHovement,

IV, WHAT I3 TO BE DONE?

There 1s only crne effection reaction to-the attitude of the
Martin clique end the CIC, thec single cne to which they are sensitive:
this is thc direct pressure of thec liovemcnt, The burecaucratization
process is much less sdvanced in the ovement than in the New Zcaland
party. Such a reaction must show itself in an organized manner, In .
order to uderstand the need and urnency, vic have 8t £111 to become
aware of & certain numbor of chts- :

1) The sections must frec themscelves of the fantastic picture
they have been given of the New Zealand narty. The kartin clique
has felt with a rcally bureaucratic keeness the impression which this
party, that has not suffcred from the war, has made on the sections
thet vere go bndly shaken by the latter, having the greater part of
their eadres dostroyod and their whole mcke-up reneved. Instcad of
bringing this impression down to its proper nroportions -= 2n clemen-
tery intern weticnnlist duty -~ the Hartin clique has been making the
most of it and has started to "puff up" the party systematically in
spite of reality. The party has not more than 900 members plus 250
to 300 members on the bocks, The 2000 mcmbers ere purcly and simply
a2 lie. Thec "turn-over" in the membership is very high, analogous to
that of the CP duringz the Thiré Period. *“he result has hcen a party
of bureaucratizcd or passive caedrcs and recently recruited young
militants with no informetion as to the past, no political education
no expericnce of democratic functioning. The recrviting is systee
matically aimed at vhat ifartin calls “raw workcrs , that is to say
those who have not previcusly hocn organized. liost of the new-rec-
rmits leave during the first few wecks after tnoir joining. Education
is practically nil, as thec members themselves admit., In such measure
as anything is orgaﬂiz 'd on this planc, in the form of courses on
"hagsic Morxism", it perverts the mind of the merbers, trying to justif:
the burcaucratic and schematic conceptions of the Hartin cllqu\ et the
price of izncraice or deliborate falsifications of texts and facts,
The cadras of functicraries are too numerous in proportion to the
effective forces and the work carried out., And this s not be chance,
If they nave becn rounccu gince & year ago, it is purely for counstrain.
ine financial rersons., the material resources do not reflect the real
stotc of the party. Outside of any other ccensiderations, they cxpres
the rclatively hlph level of snlrrics and Martints administrative
cnpacities on this plane, Vhat is more important: they are shared
out cccord’ng tc the arbitrarincss of the Martin clfque withcut any
org-nizcd control by either the party or the Hovement. The trade -
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union cadrcy are far less important than the liartin cligue tries to
make ncopla believe, Their importance in the trade unions i1s negligible
relatively spenking, comperatively less, for exzample, than that of
the French party or the Cuban groupe ‘hat is :mch more importont, they
function in the trode unions and kecp themselves in them not as reve’
olutionary political militants, but as "progressive" trade unionists,
and by means of burcaucratic combinations with cadres thet are either
prosressivc reformist or, above all Stalinmist, The faults whichvwere
pointed out on this subjcct by Trotsky in 1940 have become, since his
.death, the guiding ~nd dominant’ norm in the party and ifs trcde union
work. The result has been a radical deviation from any political
oricntation of the party, its practical inactivity on all other plznes,
excent for some "symbolic" acts; vhich allows, on the other hand, the
lending clique to hide the rcal weakness of the party. But we do
not propose to undertakec here an exhaustive analysis of the partytls
situation, Ye will stop at these fundamental indications,.

3 T™vo final observations. &) As a rosult of these cheracteristics,

3 of the evolution undergone since 1940, of the struggle agalnst the
Minority and the porspective of unification, the party is in a grave
state of crisis., In the burceucratic atmosphere, this crisis hardly
shows itsclf openly., Conversely, it clearly appears in an indirect
mennor in the unstable recruitment of the party, the uninterrupted
resignations and the rcasons w~ich cause theme That is vhy the Martin
clique will always refuse to specify, with the possibility of control,
the party losses, to give a serious analysis of the rcasons fcr them

~ and to publish the letters of resignation, ‘

% .~ b) The Minority frccly admits thet the above facts nnd apprecla-
i tions nmay be dlsvuted by the comrades. It 1imits $tself to demending
© on this point, once apain, an investigation cormission representatlve
L of the Moverent. That 1s an objective and traditlonal solution in owr
¥ Movement. :

2) Y'e rust also get rid of a dcfect which is common to groups,

trends or corr:zdes opposed to the machinntions and /or thc line of. the
Martin clique nnd thc CIC, 'e are not spenking here of an opposition
‘of a properly political character. ‘e have never negl ectcd this
fundarental asncet, ‘he Iinority belicves that it has adepted
politicuzl pa ition cach time it believed this necessary, without any
opportunist anxicty (to take only two examples: on the question of the
Labor Psrty in relation to our #nglish comrades, or on the Hussian
gestion in relation to our French comrades.)., But it also recognized
the importance, the oautonomy oand the political cheracter, of ..
organizational problems, It 1s thercforea mattocr ovcn of groups or
compades vhao vhile shrring "grosso modo"™ the "political" perspectives
of the lartin clicue, are orriod at seeing, or refuse to sce 1t
fmposing itself on she lovement at the price of such »rocecdings,
really nt the price of a bureacratisation of the Movement,

The Minority reproaches these groups or comrndes for accepting
the policy of ncromplished facts of the Martin clique and the CIC
in a spirit of nistoken legalism, Faced with such a cruss manocuvre
2 as the convocation vithout discussion of the Preconference and its
: unjustifiable transformation into & cenference, faced viith the Plenum!,
Resolutions, with the ilartin cliquets pure and sirple refusrl of
unificrtion, the correct attitude is critieism of some detail or other
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and acceptance of the whole, as I one were dealing with a legal maje
ority furctioning nornally., ‘ie belicve that the Ulinority'!s attitude
In rejccting these utlimatums in principle is hoth the only correct
attitude and tre only efficicnt onc, The mistnken and scandalous
character of this or thnt manccuvre or dircctive has its own importance
But what is much more importsnt is the whole willed mess of t'is way
of acting, inadnizssible in principle, Ve are dealing vith abureauc-
ratic bloc which is trring to strengthon 1<3clf and strengthen its
control cn the liovement by bureaucratic means. In face of this, the
lio jority-minority mle dces net work, because it has been violda ed

at ths stort. In accepting to resncet the rule despito everything,
these groups and cormrades are giving way to the ultimatist blackmail
and nonopolist prctensicns of the bureaucratic bloc snd strongthening
i1t., And this with no vealid reason., Quite the contrary, This is not
the way to avold the disintegrztion of the Movement, It speads it
up, ‘e urgently demand of the groups and corrades that thef put an
end to this veritable masochism of misunderstood legality and purely
and simply rcject the Plenum's Resolutions.

.

3) Yie have to get rid of the, "mass party" superstiticw snd the
harmful, demagogic role which such a concept plays in the Movencnt,
Unfortunately, the lMartin clique, itself half-dupe, gets a generally
favorable hearinz on this aiestion in the Movement, This is not the
place to point out why and ho: this concept is so false and contrae-
dictory when spplied to the functions of a vanguerd socizlist perty.
The impatant point is the unregality of the conception in fact and the
demagogic role which it has “een playing in the hands of certain bands
(Molinier, Martin)during all these years of heing insistently propa-
gated in the llovement, In the name of the requirements of a mass
party, the conterls and level of the party's political life, its
principles and torms of organizaticn and its general structure, its
conmposition anéd cadres, are perverted and corrupted. For this very
reason, naturally, far from leading to a "mass party", the develop-
ment of the vanguard socialist party becomes paralysed and deformed.
Because of thls, more and more aburdant recourse is had, on the poli-
tical plane, to schematism and messiahnism, on the practical plene to
to routine and passi vity, masked with pseudo-revolutimary verbalism,
In short, to forms of acbivity wiich allow the party's real veakness
to be disgulsed while such forms as wonld expose it are refused, Such
a state of things finally leads up to the situdtion of the New
Zealand party, an ossified sect, golng from one crisis to another,
scoffed at and despised in those sectidns of the workers mo ement that
know of its existence and this not without reason, since the rooted
habits of its leadership are known: dishonesty, lies, twutality, a
bureaucratic attitude even in the trade unions, a policy of »restige
and bluff., In this case it is not the party's weakness wvhich stands
in the way == in the first place -- of the liovementt!s progress, but
1ts stagnation, the corruption of its leadership and the fact of the
split situation. '

. 4) Lastly we must particularly stress so as to comhat it, the
maniace} = animosity which mekes the llartin cligue oppose political
discussion at every turn (a derosatory epithet is invariably added)
to the "demands of practical work", Such an opposition -- purely
artificial -- ic directly horrowed from the deriagogic arsenal of
Stalinizst rnethods, It is the mo t negasive symptom of the ilartin
clique's impotence to solve ncliticel problems and of their dishonest
recourse to "practical" arpuments, vhich the balance of results
contradicts at every step, | . - l(pr




As if the confusion of ideas and things which spreeds into all
domains and all circles «- even into the Marxist vanguard -- as if
. the comwotion interfduced everywhere es a result- of the war, did not
4 obviously place among the first necessities of practical tasks a
X constant political discussion thot would allow us to edapt our program,
- our perspectives and our tactics to the course of events} As if in a
1 3 Marxi st rnovement, political discussion had ever harmed practical work
y (er vice versa)l As 1f the whole history of the Bolshevik party,
3 3 which we look to for inspiration, were not a livine slrp in the face to
] the burecaucratic imbecility of such an opposition}

5) The central problem before all of us today (and which had

é been there before us for the last two years already, without drawing
5 8 cur general attention) is the political rearming of the Hovement and
i . {&ts conditlons, Oyr organizational tasks will spring naturally from
- this (which is not to say autometically,)

It 1s a matter of ‘examing all the varied problems facing us in
function of the historical situation in which the war has placed us,
S 1t is in vain that the "majoritists" presume to shut these problems
% i wvp in a purely formal frame; sce in them nothing but questions linked
B with organizational relaticns; thus reducing political reality to
B orgonizational police tasks, to simple questions of "discipline"., This
%‘ i typically bureaucratic presentationaprt not to deceive anybody. As |
N for its inltlaetors in the Movement they are certainly not deceived,
This is an old war-weapon for themnm, :

. On the contrary, the Minority has a2lways tried to analyse the

t crisiz of the Movemsnt in the light of the international situation

¢ bern of the war, of the radical modification thus introduced in the

- relation of forces, and of the rc-cvaluation which this imposes on all
political problems, That is why our overall task has been defined as

= n political rearmement. Then, in function of this political task,
"the Minority has defined the forms of organisation -- after sll,

~traditional in the lMovement -~ vhich wruld allow it to come out

“suecessfully, Finally, in order to contribute to this task, it -is
presenting a political platform, It hopes to wim over the majority
in the !ovement, in conjunction with the opposition to the Martin-

CIC trend, if the discussion is given the place which belongs to it,.
that is to say, the first ploce, and if the exchange of pOlitical .
ideas 1s allowed ffee interplay over and above any other consideration. .
To practice an ostrich policy in the face of the liovement's crisis,

to try ond emother it instead of solving it progressively -- as the
Martin cligue and the CIC do -- hetrays their incapncity not only to
solve but even to rise to the level of the tasks of our vresent epoch,

This is why the bureaucratic operation of the bloc composed of
the Martin clique and the CIC can only lead to the disintegration of
the Movement. Their surgical operations wesken it ~nd solve nothing.
By the very force of things, the problems whicha re posed today by
this or that minority will be posed tomorrow by other e¢lements. Also
all the sections, groups and corrrdcs opposed to this bureaucratic
oreratlion must intervenc actively and togecther sgeinst the Plenum's
reselutions and the new turn taken by the Martin clique on unification.
The Minority feecls they should propose the following plan for their .
attention and discussion, - ‘

1) 1t will opposc a counter-resolution to cach of the Plerum?!s
Reselutions: . o Jek9
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a) on thc preparation of the EPC

b) on the unification and the 1lnst turn of the lartin clique

¢) on the expnlsions ,

d) on the IXD, damonding an investiention commission on the real
situation of the lovement 1n L'er'*“r“n" and #ustria,

(The 'inority asks for 5 copy of the counter-resoluntions to be
sent to 1%, since if thiese are contrzdictory of the liartin clique ~nd
the CIC, they will be supnressed as in the pest,)

2) They will cctively confront the political positiomsend :
orgernisational tasks --withont worrying about the Plenum': Resolutions,
which are designed to put a hrakc on the discussion and falsify it.

If the CIC prints the tcxts which 2 re sent in, very well, If it re-
fuses, the discussion »ill go on without 1it, :

3) It will examine its hasis of agreement on this or that point
(Russian question ~s n whole or in this or thrt aspect -~ problem of
the vorty =- democratic gusrantees -- question of unity,--etc.) and
form a hloc, without trying tc hide or conciliate its politicnl diff-
erences vherever these cxist, '/c must put an end to thc political
end moral rottcnness of burcaucratic combinnations which suppress
political debates so as not to shake up thelr rank and file and re-
place them vith manipulations of the apprratus,

4) They will carry the deh=te iIn 1ts deuble espect, both politi-
cal and organisational, to the ronk and file and will inform the-
militants anéd cnall vpon them to cxpress their feclingse.

5) Thevy will follow the present proccss to its cnd, intervening
aga‘nst ench arbitrary dPClSiﬂn, lesving to the bureﬂucrutic bloc
the responsibility of ius policy of split, but without tolernting
any supposcdly disciplinary expulsions. )

‘Conclusion

The SUP Minority hes strictly confined itself here to presenting
and evalucting tho facts in ordar to reply to the mnncuvers of the
Martin cligue and the CIC on unification and on the prcparatidn of the
EPC. Hewever, it would be futile, we have already pointed out, to
i1solate absolutely this field of organizational problems, not only
from their political basis but even, in the wider sense, from the
politicnl pergective within vhich they are situated.

This perspective is cssentislly determined today, from the
socinlist standpoint ~nd ~s a conscquence of the war, by thc pluce
orcup1od by ~nd the function of the USSR in the world, #nd the new
international relations resulting therefrom, On this crucial point,
the orgnans of the anprrcnt majcrity of the !ovement are situnrted at
the left wing of internr~ti oml Stalinism, toward which their snttitude
{s that of "critical support". L%ev conduct themsclves, to ~ll
intents and purpec ¢s, as the left wins cover of the imperiAllst
expansion of tho burcaucracy. They th nk they justify this by =~
repetition of conceptions on tho isolation of the USSR and 1%s relne
tiens with the ‘nternationnl prelotrriat in the capitalist vorld,
conceptions vhich the vmr and vhat followed it hnve discarded, uUn=-
setting from top to bottom the isolntion of the USSR and its- relntlon-
-ships with the world proletarict, :
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On this crucial point, their line h

as bhcen continuously strengthe

- ened in a pro-Std inist scnsc, The acceptsnce of the orientation
defined by shoving into the background the defense of the USSR and the

shifting into the foreground tho defense

of the European revolution

agninst Stalinism was never sincere; it was o purely opportunist

maneuver speedily cast aside by the deel

; Even more, in their struggle agsins
clique and its -defensist allies of the C
their pro-"Soviet" posi tion in the hope

and, on the other hand, of buraine their

aratlons of Martin (in 1945),

t the opposition, the Mertin ‘
IC heve constantly "toughenea"
of finding a political line
bridges to the opposition,

It is 2long this Xne that the campB8 within the Movement arec being
m-rked off, contrary to thc claims ¢ the Jumping-jacks like Johmson.
It 1s clear that a resolution whicl decides to support, no matter how
Meritically", the international policy of Stalinism, would sound the

death<knell of the Hovement and marlk the

..

S

deliberate will to anlie,

" The Minority of the SYP
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