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Comments on a Section of
Freddie Forest!s Capital
Matlire

By Albert Gates

Not having had the opportunity to examine the whole outline
carefully, I want to limit my comments to the final section
entitled "The Law of Motion of Capitalist Soclety," which drew
my attention, This section -contains two objectionable references,
The first of these deals with a tendency in capitalist soclety :
which is treated iz & dlstinctly one-sIged, unobjective, and
therefore, unsciontific manner, leading to a false in erpretation

of the meaning of this tendency. The second is a foolish error
which is exactly contrary to Rarxian dialectical thought and
method. The purpose of this article is to call attention to
these references in an effort not only to corrsct them, but also
to correct any false impressions which may manifest themselvcs
as a result of a reading of them,

THE TEVDENCY TO CENTRALIZATION AND
THZ TUESTION Oi' STATI-ICATION

Comrode Forost writes, onpage 53 of her outline:

"The law of value, dominating over this mode of
production, leads, on t+e one hand, to the centralisation of
the means of »rofuctinn and, on the other hand, to the sociale

isation of lsror. "

So far,.so #sood, This is incdisputable, But Forest
continues: E _

"The centralisation of the means of production ends,
first, in trustification, and, ultimately, in statification...
‘This dialectical development is accompanied by centralisation
reaching a point where the entire social capital is funited
either in the hands of one single capitalist, or in those of a .

single corporation,!" (Capital, Vol 1, pa, 688)

B In this single quotation, Forest combines a visible fact
about capitalist development (centrallzation of thec mcans of
production and trustification) with a :;ossible development, a
prognosis made by Marx in recognition of a tendencg. But it is

. not presented in the way iMarx originally postulated 1t, A s a
glance at the entire quotation. bclow will demonstrate, Forest
has amputated HMarx's thought to serve her own ends., Forest
grafts her indicative, statemente-of-fact verb 1s onto the
crippled quotation from Marx, meking it appear that Harx uncone
ditionally predicted the realization of t™e tendency. What Marx
actually wroto was: ' _ -

" Centralisation may take place by a mere change
in the distribution of alrcady cxisting capltals,
a simnle change in the quantitctive arrangoments
of the cémmononts of social capital. Capital may
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in that case accuwuulate in one hand in large masces
by withdrawi:g it from :any individual hands,
Centralisation in a certain line of industry would
have reached its extreme limit, if all the individual
capitals invested in it vonld haVe been amalgam-ted
into one single capital,

"This 1imit would not be reached in any pa. ticular

sodiety until the entire social capltal would be

- unitéd, either in the nands of one sinzle caplvalist,
or Ir those of one single corporation," (Capital, ’
P. €£7-588, “mmhasis mine) , ‘

Thus we .see that Yarx was extremely cautlious aboutproge

- nosticating the deiclopzicnt oi this tendenc inheren t in the
capitalist mode ox prouuction, It was mani%estly impossible for

him, %o Jdo anythirg but describe it in a wholly qualified way:

" Centralization and concentration, trusts, syndicates, combines,

and to some degree state enterpriscs,gives strength to the

theory of the inherent tendency toward the "single capitalist®

or the "single corporation encompassing the wholc productive

apparatus, o

But the carly Marxist literzture hordly dealt with this
‘question, Only In-els, in,an isolatecd paragrap!y, touched on it,
But this paragraph has been mutilated, misreprescntsd and mise
interprcted for the sole purposc of proving tlat capitalism
exists in Nussia today, Littlc or no attompt wos cver made to
understand vhat Engels meant, zngcls wrotc:s ‘ ‘

"A t a cortein stage of dcvclopment, .,the official -
representatives of capitalist socicty, tho state, is
constrained to take over their mananencnt (larae cntor-
prisc).s This ncecssgity of convercion-into state
property makes itsclf cvident first in the vast
institutions for comaunication: the postal secrviccs,

tc lographs ond railways, ' _ g

"But the corversion into cithor joint-stock companics
or stetr~ »ronartv “ong not deprivc the productivc forccs
£ treir evcrastor ss conital," (Emphasis minc)

T 1 say Is coastraincd to,.For it is only vhen the
mcans of production or comiunication have actually
outsrovn management by sharc com:anics, and Eﬁcroéoro
thelr transfor to the statc has become incvitablc from
an cconomic standpoint - it is only thcn that this
transfer to the state, cven when earricd cut by tho
state of today, rcprecscnts an cccnomic advancec, the
attainment of ancther precliminary step towards the
taking ovir of all productivc forcos by socicty itself, "
(Emphasis in original.Anti-Durhing, pa~cs 311-12.) :

: Tho proof that Engecls! writing is unclcar is prcscnted on
pagc 314 of Anti-Duhiring, ‘Remcmber that ho spokc of the state
taking cvoer the productive forces, Lo cven added that "the

conversion into cither Joint-stock companics or state propcrty
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does not deprive the productive forces of their character as
capital,” Dut after describing t e new state property he writes:

"3y more and more drivins towards the conversion of
the vast socizlised eans oi oroduetion into state
property, it itsellf (the bourgeoisie) points e way
for the carrying througl: of this revolution. The

proletariat selzes state power, and transforms the
means of production in the first -instance i1ato state

- property." (kmphasis iiine,) §

First, the bourgeoisie turns the means of production into
state property, then t ¢ proletariat turns it into state prop=
erty. Vihat could Engels have meant? Since he doss not develop
the point, he could only have meant that bourgeois state prope=-
rty remains capitalist property while proletarian state property
lays the roundation for socialism, the absence of property,
Howover, one wishes to interpret both Marx and Engels, It is :
impossible not to recomize that they werc dealing with a tendency
The task of “"arxists todav is to determine how tendencizs devclop,
vhetheror not t*ev have Meen recalized in modern socicty, or T
vwhether socicty ras tecken ot ar turns, in opposition to the

tenclencz. .

rorsst yJresents the tendency as a finished, completed
process, in'a scntence whose grammatical structure suggosts
sormetuouing which Marx dild not say, explicitly or implicitly, If
this developrient had already occurred, wc would have to write
diffcrently uvon presenteday capitalism, for the cconomic
problems wo:ld talte on @ new form; a2s would the practical
character of thc class struggle.

A s a matter cf fact, two parzllcl decvelopments oceur in
modern bourgcois socicty sprincin: from o common cause, Ffirst,
the tendoncy tovard centralization (which has long ago rsached
thes “stage of monopoly capitalism) within the borders of a
givon bourgceis state, Second, thc tcondency toward world
monopoly, toward the single world ccopitalist trust, Coupled
with the first is the tendency toward statification which is
demonstrated primarily at thic time in tho bourgcois world in
moosures of "nationclizaotion," stato inhcrvention in the
cconomy, or stotc=Circctcd ceonomics as exigted during the
cxcertional war ycarse T ‘

But in addition to rocording provalont tendencics in
bourgecolis socicty, it is nccessary, in order to bc scicntific,
to rcecord conflicting forccs, 1.c,, Opposing tondencics, Tho
big boursceisic, the dAminant monopolists crc compclled to oppose

statification, T.=rn‘n, Tor ~wamplc, vhen dcaling with the

possibility of a M"sir~1la trmst", the "sinelc world cornoration'
in his articles con svier- imnerialism, o~nd his introduction to
Bucharin's " Imperialism ana ..orld wconomy," dcnied the
pcssibility oi such a acvulopment on the grounds that the class
- strugsle ana thce inter-imporialist struggle (that is cccnomic
factors) precluded its realizatione, Thc literaturc on ‘
statification begins to grow cduring and after the First World
War, and espcelally aftcr the iluss an Revolution, particularly
in the disputes over the character of the Russian state prior
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to and after the triumoh of Stalinism. Lenin once characterized
the pre=lievolution writin s on state capitalism as nonsense,
asserbing that the real development in Russia did not corres-ond
to previous theoretical prognoscs (Selected Yorks, Vol 9, T he
Food Tax), C(ve reason for this, he said, was that no one had
ever seen & stete ceni*elism, "o described state caplitalism in
liussia as the roncessions ~rarted to foreign capitalist entere
prises under corcdit.ons of prolstaricn ctate power, Others
argued Tiiat thic vilolé OI .iussiaul ecoiody was state capita list,
though that vas not the position of the Bolshevik theoreticians,

Socialist theoreticians have maintained that complete
nationalization, i.e., the statification of economy, of "the
entire social capital" under a workers! state is a pre=socialist
form of economy, i.e., a transitional order of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, distinctly Gifferent from capitslism and not
yet socialism, anG that it is a progrescive stage of devclopment,
Also; that modern capitzlism, whilc it has prepared thec stage
for o socialist develcpment of prodiction stands in the way of
the "ultimate" development, But we have also learned today that
mere nationallization, even where it is complete, is not
necessarily progressive, for reasons vhich I will cite in a
moment, A concreteexamination of bourgeois society reveals
that "the centralisation of the means of producticn" has not
anywhere onded "ultimctely, in sta tiflcation,” Docs that mean
that the tendency does not c¢xist? ot ot all, Empirical
obscrvation alono wmakes it clcar thot trustification and
monopolization, as thc precursors of statiiica tion have
developcd to an infinitely greater degree than has tho statifie
cation of the economy, TUn to now tierc has not even been an .
amalgamation "into one siiglc cajitalist," or the development
of "one singlc corporsrion in any singlc capitalist country
yct clene bourea-ols soaiety as a whole, Hot in Great Britain,
the Trnited Statecs, Trarre, Ttaly, Cananda, Sweden, Japan or Latin
A merica. Tet tra uwr~s to nationclization is strong in some of
those countrics, The vols provlem romains cxppamely involved
vhen onc observes tiwe varicty of iorus uwnder wi.ch nationalizoe
ticn cdcvelops. we have hiad, for cxample, the nationalization
of poverty-stricken cnterprisc in prc-Hitlcr Germony vhich was
followed by rcprivatization after the fascist victory. This is
cited as an instance of onc of thoe wuny aspeets of the question,
Another cxplanation suggests 1.sc¢lf here., It is this:

- In t ¢ rocal historical process, statification appcars to be
dctermincd, by politics, i.ecs, by tho goncral class strugsle,
Statification of cconomy is to he found in only onc country in
the world: Stalinist Russia., 3totification exists to one degree
or another, in soue of the countrics of Europe which arec
dominated by Stalinist Russia, cnd significantly cnough it
exists in incdustrailly backuard countries in apparent violation
of the schemc of deveclopment formulated dy kiarx aond Engels, Bub
vhere the bourgooisie is still powerful, or, more poweriul than
the prolcta riat, vherc the capitalist cconomy is still strong,
or relativcly strong, the rcsistonce to the tendency remains .
vigorous, for statifica tion rcvcals itsclf now as an antie ,
capitalist tendeneye, Thus, in t. ¢ Urnited Statcs, and the nations ¥
under its influcnce, there is no strong forcc pulling in the
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direction of "statification." e come back then to the
question of Russia, I% should be remembered, above all, that
the statification of the cconomy therc is the product of a
proletarian revolution in an eccnomically buckiard country whose
InCistrial development was low, 1.C., it is thc result of the
political class struggle, But today under Stalinism it hos become
the means for th enslavemont of tens of millicns of pcople,
and 2 source of commter-revolvi:.onary rower under a resctionary
regime, ' ,

These observations do not in anyway cxhsust a subject which
is of immensoc importancc ior us today, one wh.ch nccessarily
touches on all vital gucstions of revolutionary strategy and
tacticses For that rcascn I am concorned that our prcsentation
of theory be as crystal clear as we arc capable of making it,

I am opposed to presenting tlicory in such a wey that t'e rccder
1s forcecd to accept implicotions which arc contrary to the

8 pirit of Lorxist inouniry and to party policy as well, A
proper pedagogical method, cépecially in a final chapter
indicating the significaont .facts of ecapitalist development, as
well a3 1ts tendencics, would also cstablish the factors of their
opposition, " an fthis is not done, &nd vhen a bald stateueont is
made abcut onec of te mpst 2isnmuted prohlcms of our day, the
reader is-led £ rcetl— to “hr conclusion that tho Multimato®
statification of c-pitelisi =conomy has alreacdy becen realized
in Russia 2nd &s a copitalist pheouena at that)

- PHi "IKsVILABILITY 0. SOCIALISH, "

'Ih the final parcgraph of her outline, Comrade Forost
has written:

. "It is.becaussc Marx bascd himsclf on t' ¢ inevitabili-
ty of sccialism thot he coculd discern the law of motion
ol capltalist socicty, thc inevitability of its

~collapsc.”

This i1s purc idcalism, It is Hegelicnism =nd not Marxism,
and likc other Hegelion ideas, stands 'the rucstion sguarcely on
its head, asxamine the logic of tho above thought and suppose
for a moment that liarx hod not basod himself on thce incvitablity
of socialism, HEe would have been unable, by Forest's reasoning
to "discern thc lmw of moticn of capitalist society, the
incvitability of its collapsc)® Yet, actually, it vas because
Marx discorncd "the law of motion oi capitalist society, the
incvitability of its colla 'sc," that he was ablc to affirm the
inevitability of sccialism,”

Many silly thinags have been saild absut the "inevitability
of socialism" i»silc and mmtside of the Marxist movement., There
is nc Covbt tket earlvy rcociallist writers and theorcticians
dealt with thie ruestisn in o false way, morec preciscly, in an
ldcalistic marreor, trcatinT s:cialism as thousn its realization
"was gutomatic, wiicn rarx spoke of the incvitabllity of
“socialicn he uid nct mean, as Trotsky phrascd it, its incvitae
bility in a sosmlc sensc, simller to the occurrence and recurr
ence of natural phonomona, liarx assorted repcatedly that

soclalism is"incvitable%only if it is fought for, if the l'q 57'



p rolota riat overthrows bourgeois society and rcplzees it with
socialism, By inevitability, he meont the logical, necessary and
desirable next stcto of soclal deveclopment, arising on the bases
crcatod by capiltallst society. 4ind this conclusion hc reackcd
by his obscrvations ol bourgecis society, 1its-origin, growth

and decline - by thc unfiding of t ¢ class struggle causcd by the
class character of the socizl order,

- It wonld be an exccedingly :ad day for our movement, if
its youngor, ir---cricnced and neteyct-cducated clements, were
to be cducated vit» tw's “ind of "historicalmaterialism," and
in the spirit vrich ~iver rise to it,
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ANS"ER TO ROBERT STILER'S ARTICLE IN AUGUST NI o
R T o o By Irving Berg .

It is difficult to find in the pages of the New International
since its inception, anything thet even approximates Robert Stiler's
:;f{gle in superficiality, intellectual dishonesty and downright

liness. .

Consider deer reeder--What could be sillier than to counter-
pose presching revolution to freud's remarks on the role of
k. - -suggestion in psychoanzlytical therapy? Or of accusing Ffreud of
- being pro status quo because he aimed at adjustirg his neurotic
petients to th eir environment, instead of making revolutionists
out of them? ‘ ‘

_ What could be sillier than believing, as does Stiler, that it
is possible to bring up a child without any restrictions on its

-actions; znd thus castigates Freud for writing that "Education has
therefore to steer its way between the Scylla of giving instincts
free play and the Charybdis of frustating them."

Or, omitting, as does Stiler, the difference between Marxism
ag a class science, interested in tHe welfare of a’'partictlar-clasa,
and psychoanalysis, a classless.scienc¢e,.like physics and_chemistry,:
gﬁich is interested in curing enybody, regardless of, economic status,
which cen be practised by anybody re gardless of political beliefs.-

: Or,-Stilef's nonsensicel notion that it is possible to cure a11
neurotics by telling them to "live freely." :

Or, stating, as does Stiler, without'any corrobatihg'prbof,
that Freud described the cheiracteristics of the upper middle cleass
and not those of the proletariat, '

Or, criticizing freud for believing in univer sl instincts--
as if food, sex znd sleep were not attributes of human nature under

slevery s under cepitalism or socialism.

Whet is sillier than counterposing that simple idea to Marxism
(as if Marx, never wrote:" To knew what is us.ful for a dog, one must
study dog neture. This nature itself is not to be deduced from the
principle of utility. Applying this to man, he that would criticize
all humen acts, movements, relations, etc. by the principle of 3
utility must first dezl with human nature in general, and then with’
‘human nzture as modified in each historical epoch.")

Or, whet could be more dishonest than to quote some of Freud's
~statement s on Marxism end Russia,completely out of context of his
‘entire discussion on the subject. Thus, Freud also wrote that the
strength of Marxism lies "in its clear insight into the determinins

influence which is exerted by the economic conditions of man upen hi
intellectual, ethicel &nd artistic reactions," ‘

He also omits Freud's stetement that "At a time when great .
nations are declaring that they expect to find their salvation solely
from a steadfast adherence to Christian piety, the uphesvel in
Russia--in spite of all its distressing features--secms to bring a
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promise of a better future. Unfortunately, neither our own
misgivings nor the fanatical belief in the other side give us any
hint of how the experiment will turn out. The future will teach
us. Perheps it will show that the attempt hes been made pre-
meturely and that a fundamental alteration of the social otrder will
hcve 1ittle hepe of success until new discoveries are made that
will incresse our control over the forces of nature and so make
easier the satisfaction of our needs."#

Or as another indicetion of Stiler's intellectual dishconesty,
he quotes Freud to prove his "Schepenhaurian pessimism" and omits
to quote Freud's statement that "What we have said is not even
true Schopenhauer. .We do not assert that death-is the only aim of
life; we do not overlook the presence of life by the side of deeth."

Or of his emission of the fect that two of the greatest
Marxist theoreticians, Bukharin end Trotsky, believed in the
compatibility of Marxism and Freudianism,

Yes, dear readers, An intetligent article on the
relationship between Marx and Freud is yet to be written. .

% For Freud's cemplete statement on Marxism and Russia, reead "The
General Introduction to Psychoanalyvsis" pp. 243 to 248.
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THE SOCIAL CRISIS IN THE U.S. AND THE
- " GENERAL STRIKE

A Criticism of Party Policy in the Coal
: Crisis :

The Political Committee has inidted "Comrade Johnson to
present his slagen of a genersl strike for the Party Bulletin =
that it mey be discussed in the branches." I do so at this time
with reluctance and after much reflection I express my views
only because not to do so would be worse. My reason is as follows:

I am more than ever opposed to the line of the Political
Committee. Nor is this a theoretical que stion. In my view the
lack not of abstract growth but of growth corresponding to our
responsibilities and opportunities, our incapacity to hold the
workers whom we win, are to be tr:ced directly to the khd of paper-
Labor Action is and the political line of which it is a resil.
This hes been mede es cleer as it is humanly possible in the
discussion preceding the convention.’ However, these views were
decislvely defeated. I believe thet it is my duty not only to
accept this but to do everything possible to assist the
leadership to carry out its line, to avoid obstructions or
irritations of any kind,not only in the 1 eedership but more
important, in the ranks. The Minority fection has been dissolved
not enly in theory but in practise and all influence thet I have
been able to wield has been directed to trying to get the comrades
to act in the spirit I have outlined. The SWP, I am informed,
has mede open declaratiom in their party that the Majority in the
WP hes forced the Minority to dis solve its faction. This is
absolutely uhtrue. If the Minority has dissolved its faction
end strives to act as is sdmitted on zll sides not only as '

di sciplined but e&s loyal party members, it is because the Minority
of its own free will decided to do so. : _

It must not be thought, however, that this is a simple
matter. The course that is followed at the Political Committee
by Comrade Freddie Forest and myself is as follows: We di scuss
constructively and try to carry out and even vote for as many
of the political proposals of the Majority as possible although
it is understoed that some of the proposals that we accept are to
be regarded as not involving any conflict with the fundamental
views which we have expressed and not repudiated, We freely
bring in proposals we think can be worked out within the party
line. We scrupulously avoid those which would "begin the
convention discussion all over again.® The plcture would be
incomplete if I did not stete 2lso that both on the Labor Action
staff and at the Political Committee all this is borne in mind
and acted upon by the Majority, end on the Laber Action staff in
particular, there is an excellent collaboration, But there are
times when developments in the class struggle pose cerious e
questions before the party and it becomes a problem if and when
and how to bring forward views which have been &feated. Such a
situation, in the opinion of Comrade Forest and mysclf earose
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after the failure of price control many many weeks ago, if I am
~not misteken st the beginning of November. Obviously the struggle
in the United States had entered a new stage. The discussion
at the Political Committee revolved around the esalator clause
a8 & propagenda means of meeting the new situation. With this
I sgreed, but I gave notice to the Committee that I proposed
to bring before it in a memorandum “(for the Committee only) some
of the views which I held upon one way of meeting the new gage.
When the Committee heard that it was concerned with "the general
strike", it dismissed the matter, and said that it would await
the memorandum. It is obvious that this is not a question of
a mere 'slogan." After much hesitation and long discussions with
Comrede Forest, we finally decided that I present the memorandum
at the November plenum, '

The memorandum can be summarized as follows:

1) The party propegende cnd agitation, in bringing before
the masses the conception of workers, factory and consumers
committees, represent progress since theconvention, elthough
lack of theoretical preperation in the p:rty for this new
departure-hus effected its effectiveness.,. ' '

2) The clash between the government and the railroad
workers wes merely a preliminrary to what is now beéinzrepested
on a higher plane between the goverrment and the UlW. Such
questions as escelator clauses are "for us" minor questions. The
. 8reat question before the American working class inherent in the
whole situation ie the question of united mess action against
the government acting as the executive committee of the bourge-
oisie, «

_ I then quoted two pages from the Americanresdblution by
Johnson presented to the Convention. ‘ '

- I ended by pointing out that had the course that I outlined
"in the resolution been Bllowed, the party would today be :
mobilized for the present crisis., In the last two lines of the
memorendum I reminded the Committee, and this is very important,
that I hed given notice of this before the present coal crisis
appeared. I shall have to refer to this last section again
- beceuse in it I raised the question of recruitment. I may mentior
and I went to emphasize this, that in the memorandum as presented
to the Plenum, I ststed clearly that I brought this question once
more not before the member ship but before the National Committee
onlye. :

. At the Plenum during the discussion on PAC I spoke briefly
~but fully enough on the ideas contained in the memorandum, I
was ignored. Completely. To use one of Comrcde Shachtman's most
telling expressions, "not one leading comrcde" thought it.
nececsary to say a word about this memorandum and the ideas
conteined in it. That, of course, is the privilege not only .
of leaders but of every party member. ' : , ‘

I now quote the sections in the memorandum from the -
convent.inn rasolution. : ' 1477 2-
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(From American Resoltition by Johnson, pp. 29-30)

Owing to the world-wide phenomenon of statification
of production, all economic ‘strugzgle today tends to
become involved immec" tely with the state, i,e., to
becoma political in the deepest sense of the term. In the
fzce of the pressure of the masses the bourgeoisie makes
i:numerable legislative proposals (Smfth-Connally, fact-
finding, etc.) which for the most part end in impotence.
The responsibility snd power of the bourgeoisie in dealing
with labor is thrust into the hands of the chief executive

‘thue constituting in essence the elements of the Bona-

pirtist regime.
But the process is not one-sided,

Every imporﬁant strike by the workers egainst an

- individual capitalist or corporetion to has hanging over

it the intervention of the government or. the side of the
capitalist class. Unification of bourgeois power drews

in its weke unification of prolet-rian struggle. The
immediate period now opening therefore has &#s its ultimate
stage the recogn ition by the workers of the necessity

for orgenized action ‘as & class agcinst the bourgeois.
state for the. achievement of economic ends. The whole
course of dcvelopment indicates thet the political break
with the Democrztic Perty will either directly or indirectly
be closely associated with the government's incapacity

to sstisfy or sponsor labor's economic demands. In the
United States precicely because of the absence of a
political party of labor, the general strategic orient-
ation of the Workers Party as a political organization
must be based on the economic struggles of the American
workers which, owing to the statification of production
continually tend to telescope the corresponding political
and social development. g o .

'h afth therefore must henceforth make its main
Propasanaistic oriertalion the yropesanda for un:fied 2ction
by the working classes as a wnofg, directed azainst thée
government for the achievement of: its economic as well as its

50¢izl and politicsl gemsnds. -

‘The Party does not anarchistically, recklessly, and

. adventuristically raise slogans-for s general strike. It

points out to the workers, however, the inevitability of the
widening of the present scissors between wages and prices
and the incapzcity of the disnonest, bungling governaent to
gsolve the problem. It points out thet whereas in 1938 end . -

‘again in 1945-6, the government was compelled to pretend

to maintain a balance between capital and workers, it is
absolutely impossible for it to ocontinue to maintain thet
position in the future. The Farty points out that only the °
unified actions of the decisive sections of the workers on a.
national scale can mébilize the full power of the proletariat
and all its allied against the bourgeoisie and the S
deceptive role that has hitherto been pPlayed by the state “'73
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#s executive committee. The Party points out to the
working class that such unified action can range from a

" nation-wide stoppage of a few hours to a sit-down on a
nationsl scale. It warng the workers that a general strike
which is anything more than a token demonstration‘agaihst
the government can pose immediately the problem of power in
the nation, forcing upon the workers either preparation for
the social revolution or a demorslizing and disastrous
retreat. Without hysteria, by bssing this propaganda upcn
ite anslysis of the next stage which faces the American
Working class, the Farty not only attracts to itself these
far seeing workers who instinctively draw this conclusion.
It lays a basis for its future development in the minds of
those workers who are taught to associate this ultin te etage
of the development of the worker-s struggle with the Party
of the Fourth Internaticnal.

With that conviction which can come only from
thorouzhly understood theory end.confidenge in the .
inevitability of socialism the Farty does not wait until the

- Workere have acted and then proceed belstedly to explain the
event. It Toldly takes the lead, and proclaims the next
st2ge. VWhen tlLis unified action will take ylate, how and
undexr what eircumshances it is impossible to furetell and
ridizulous to ssX. TO wsit to eece before prcpgendizing is
to fulfill the role nct of a venguard, tut o7 a rear guerd.

-

The struzgle Azaianst ths Lador Bureaucricy

such an crientation, however, demanids a clear recog-
nition of the role of the labr bureaucrzts as agents of
capital in the statified production. - Tne Party must
therefore progcandize in Close cocrdination with the idea
of unified action on & national scale the idea of factory
committees. These, as the 1935 CI0 etrikes showed, are
likely to spring out of the situation with statling
suddeness and pover. The workers must be warned that any
serious action cn s natiornal scale vhich is not Jealously
overloasked end safegne~lded by factery committees or other
rank and fiie orgsnizaticns is doomed to disastrous failure.
It is ©Ly xecans of tte factory committees that the wozkers
can be prepared to take the concrete stcps vigilantly to
supervise the sabotsging bureaucracy and in time to over-

throw it.
. L ] #.

I have now to anslyze this section in the light of what has
taken place. Involved here is one important aspect (there are
aany others, equally important)” in the fundamentsl guestion cf
our day -~ statification of production. uerely to say thst thre
Jovernment intervenes in all strikes is to say nothing. That is
decisive tonday is that the strike of every group of workers can
end in & direct clach with the government. With mass strikes ovez
2 period, it is inevitably borne hcme to increasing strata of the |
workers that their main eénemy is not any individual ocajitalist
or corporation but the government as representotive of the
capitaligt class. This is » tremendous stage in objective '474

ey o ” o 3 ’ ——— v —y -



18-

development. It means that the quistion of the united action of
all the workers againgt the state is inherent in the whole
situation. This is where I bezin and the point from which I
drsv tactics. The party leadership speculate perpetually on the
®"consciousness" of the workers. .But it is the fobjective
situation®” which in a period like ours and in such a2 social
milieu which rapidly develops the consciousness of %he workers.
And that is precisely what has emerged in the present crisis.

or the first time since the formation of the ClO we have had the
movement forwerd to united action of the CIO, the AFL =nd the
Railway Brotherhoods. As was pointed out in the quoted section,
in 1936 and again in the winter of 1945-€, by apparently taking
the side of the vorkers or mediating between them and the
Cepitalists, the government did nct unite them against it. Eut
a6 I ifisisted so many months ago, it was prefectly obvious that
the time would come (and soon) when the government would have to
strikesavagely againet one group of workers and by so doing,
unlcose the movement toward united action by all of them.

_From such an analysis, however, follows certain politicel
~oconclws iona for -the party. - If in the objective situation, there
1s inherent united action by the workers as a whole, then it is
‘the business of the party to anticipate in propaganda this
objective movement. The resolution therefore stated very

. 6zrefully that the party "must make its main propagandistic A
ogiintat%on the propaganda for united action by the workers as a .
WALAdCe e o ’ .

~Note that it does not say that the main propagandistic

- orientation must be eo0 sharp an orientation as the general strike,
It cerefully avoids saying that. This is not a slogan but an
orientation, an. idea which should permeate every word written

or epoken until the situation changes. The statement says
*unified action.” The resotution then %oes on to pillory any
anarchistic or adventuristic raisings of a slogan for a general
strike. But after pointing ocut the antagonistic features which
would lead the workers inevitably in-the next period to work
together "under the whip of the counter-revolutionary® government,
it then goes on to warn of the dangers and the difficulties of the
united action wnich the objective situation would inevitably

le~d them to. It s2ys th-t unified action c=n range from o netion-
wWide stoppage of = "few hours" to a» sitdown on a national scele.
It verns, rarns, mind you, that sny general strike which is
anything more than a "token" demonstration against the goverrment,
can pose before the workers either preparation for social
revolution or a "demoralizing eand disastrous retreat." In other
werds, the resolution considered it the function of the party to
gducate the workers well in advsnce and to show them the
difficulties, the dangers and the possibilities attendant uocn
the situation., Not only was this written nearly a year azo. It
wos the specific pessages which I selected to bring before the.
Comnm:ittee. In the last section of my memorandum I regretted

thet this procedure has not been "judiciously followed." It is

- perfectly obvious ther:fore that waht was proposed (and,what is
still proposed) is nc mere "slogan" but a long hard serinus .

- preparation and an all-sided consistent education cof the advenced
workers vho read our prees, in the necessities of the objective
situation. At a certain st:ge thnis can pass into open agitation.
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Now, if when this question was originally posed, many people
could nct see it, that is to be understcod. When I presented it
again there wes less excuse. But still, such things @&an be. But
weeks afterward when millions of workers would have come out at
the slightest encoumpement from their leaders, my ideas met with
the same reception as a year ago. It is possible thst a sober
discussicn in the branches might help to clarify why, 7Te are
dezling with the greatest political event in the post-war United
3tetes, and the problems posed are still ovefore us, This is not
a rost-mortem. The coal orisis was not the decisive clash. That
is still before us, Everything depends on on what the "3ig Three"
of the CIO will do. That is why we must clear up the past. '

THF UMY 5TRIKE

The projected attack upon the railread workers by Truman was
sufficient notice of what was on the way. Truman made an attempt
to use the maritime strike for an offensive against the workers.
fle failed. The tremendous offensive mcbilized againet ths UMW
cculd therefore have come as no surprise. Truman, unlike us,
carefully plsnned every step. Lewis declared the contract
-broken, and the whole press announced to the workers and to the
naticn as a whole that this was the showdown.

~From the very beginning it was perfectly clear that the only
thing thet would stop Truman wae the organized opposition of the
working class. The particular forms that the organized oppesition
would t& e was something that could not in general be predicted,
A Lebor action - thet had followed the course that I had outlined .
in February, and which I once sgain brcught before .the Cormittee
in Movember, would have been in a position to pose immediately
to its resders the guestion of unified action, to discuss the
possibilities of a general strike, without necessarily raising
the concrete’actual slogan. In other words, under any circumstences,
it would have been*patiently and judiciousiy following preferably -
out not by eny means entirely in the inner pages of Labor Action as
at present constituted. It is even conceivable that althcugh
unified action of this kind was abstractly necessary, yet the
sltuation at a particular time, e.g. demoralization, defeat,
consciousness of weakness, might place the revoluticnary pvarty
in the sitwtion where it cculd only oring the guesticn of a
general strike forward nepatively. That is to say, by pointing
out that though this was what would save the situation, unfortunate
ly the working class was in no condition to even think of such a
thing. That, as'I say, I will admit for the sake of argunent,
7&e remotely possivle, , |

The fact however, is that the truth of the concrete case
was the exact opposite. :

From the very beginninz, every organ of the bourgeois orese
made it clear th2t the conly recason why the government did aot

*in a position, withcut seeming in any way adventuristic, to drzw
- to 2 head the general line of ans=lysis and propaganda which it
would have been... SRR
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push Tevis 'rto 421l ==s i%r fear of a spontal&oums-meneral

strike on ‘the wert of f e workin: class, we Cid not even nave to
pose the cuestion, It vas posed for ys. T he bourgeoisie
recognized tihie objective situation, lior didany journalist say
tunt this belief on tihe part of the government was fantastic,
Every one toolk it for granted that the government's fea vs were
perfactly justified., Sore even fearsed that the general strike .
might take place without Lewis being put into jail., Interviews
with workers wer- nrinted about the general strike, VYorkers,
incl ding party members, reported that in the factories, there
was talk of a general strike. One labor journalist spent
colunn after colwi: discussing the ~en¢rv=1 strike, and so far did-
the talk ebout meneral strike go that after Lewis scnt the
miners vacik to woik, the Kew Yori Times printed a full length
article entitlea "The Anatomy of the General Strike," an.

'r4:»a reanonse to the fears of the bourgeoisie over the fact
that in this serious clash witih the workers, the guestion of the
general strike was in the air, Everybody knew this, that is
everybody except the Fourthh International in the United States

THE CALCULAVED ‘MRIAC. ENY (& 152 LA OR TLEZADETSI'IP

Every labor lezzder of any status in the country knew the
tension, This expleirs their conduct, It was only after Ieo: '
had been fined, and vhen the matter was definitively legalized
in the awneal to the Supreme Court, it Was only then that Philip
Turray issuec -is nublic Lerter calling for unified action, The
timing of this letter -as no nccident at 211, The whole temper
of the CIO resolution et the Convention and the whole convention
showed the timidity of t%e CIO leaderchip, In addition to the
numerous intrisues ~h.ch these leaders and Lewis were undovbtedly
cerryi g on weh.nd the scene, iurray's call was such as to encble
hia to concenirate the wain fight on the legal issues. _In this
letter there was not a single word about the Truman administration
Here as elsevhere the lsbor bursaucracy remained true to the
general pattern it has repeatedly shovm us in Europe vhenever the
working class is in really serious darger., It is dyed in
treachery and it is Gyed in treachery because it fears the
revolutionary mobilization of the masses particuvlariy on & nationalh

-scale,

To undeérstand iurray and Green, we cannot do better than
observe that grezt leader of the workers, President Uzlter P.
Reuthex _The United Automobile ¥iorker of December 1946 tells us

that on Deceiiber 7, Fresiuent Keuther spoke at a UAW-CIO (IFounders
and Smelters Confercnce in Kilwaukee), This is at the very height
of the strugzle, The UMW has been fined a monstrous sum, the -
amount Dbeing nawed LY tie government, Murroy hod issued his
%ftter on'December 6, a lettcr in vhich he had claimed that the
dho}? lahor movewent" stood in imrincnt dancer from "the forces of
reaction, ith a finc of 31/2 million Gollers han-ing over the UiV,
Reuther proposed 1) a labor conference such as Ilurray had outlined
the day before, 2) that labor and rranagenent call a national
Cfnferegcc to work out a joint prorram to overcome tne economice
anc nrocnetion ~ifTicnltles confronting the nation,s3) Thet arter
this corierence o arries 07 Joint labor-management conferences
by industry bc celled to carr~ out the nrogram worked out at the
natiopal conference, Yot e ~orl a=zc.nst the Truman governmént.
This is the Reuthor vho nad called ior a 24=hour general strike to
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protest against the scrapping of price control by Congress, and
had actually led the Detroit workers on such a demonstration. The
same Reutl sr had called for a consumers' general strike, We do
not needl’* »xfsm to ¥mow that such a speech at such a time aiimed at
nothing else but eenin~ the wvnrkers nuiet and deflecting them from
the sentiments of @& rerersl strike which were constantly being
Tefered to in the wourreois srsss, in the ractories and in the
Tower ranks of the lcacersnip, At this very time, in Detroit,
Reither’s own strongnold, the AFL and the CIO were working out a
joint asreement for a 24 hour general strike to let the government
 know the sentiments of labor against the crucifixion of the UMV
today as a preparation for an a ttack on the whole lavor movement
tomorrow, At the same time on the other side of the country, the
Oakland workers broke out in an almost spontaneous general strilke
‘a gainst their leaders because the police, that is to say, the
state, hadlined up with capital in an apparently not very
important dispute,

THE CALCUL.. "D TRELCLERY OF TLn STALIRISTS

Exactly the same treachcrous policy characterized the course
of the Communist Party, The Stalinists however, are quick and
slick. They knew what was happening, and what should be done,
‘but apart from their organic:rotteness they were at this particular
time in mortal fear of antagonizing lurray. Hark well thelr
procedure, On ¥ovember 19, the Daily “orker in an editorial,
stated that "a number of labor lcaders havc suggested the
advisability of an immecéiate joint conference of AFL, CIO and
Railroad Unions to protect the miners! interests,'s+ tie Daily
Worker welcomed the CIO convention reslution condemninz the
governuent injunction, (It is to be romembered, however, that
van Bittrer siteted to the press that the CIO, while condemning
the injunction, wes not ovoressing any attitude to the question in
dispute,  Unccr otrer cirermstances, the Communist Party would
have torn the lide oii in for this bt they let it pass.) On
November 26, thc weily .orker said: "The ontire labor movement
should rise Lo thc occasion. uar too much is at stake to leave
‘the dekiif~n in the hands of onc man." cte, cte. They "hope!
(note that word, please), they ‘'hope' that progressives cvcryvhere
will initiate commumnity-wide action throu h confercnces or other
forms." (Wote, "other forms™) "to bring forward the real issucs
and dofeat the objectives of rcaction,"” In other wor@s, thc same
deliberate avoidancc of any clcar dircctives to the workers
charactorizss the gaudy phrascologzy of the Daily 'iorker as has
already distinguished van Bittner and the CIO0 resolution.  By.
December 9@, the Daily Worker is aiulc to point out that it¥callcd
for" united action to mecet the ercrgency as far back as ifovember
19, Everything is fixed for t:c¢ rccord. On December 10 they are
praising that traitor, liurray, for the lotte r the: he issuocd
after Lowis had been fined, They say: "Had Murray's proposal
been accepted in time, the miners would n.t be golng back to the
pits empty~handed." The wholc procedurc is fekery from first to.
laste If they had wanted to »roposc any kind of action, they had
at least two wecks beforc thc court flned Lewis, T wo wholc wecks
at a time vhen cvery hour countcd, : :

% The Daily worker welconed the idea. On November 21;...‘

1478



ad

"to betray the struggle.

1 7--m

JHE UNGALCHLATING BLININE>s OF THE FbURTH INTERNATION AL

‘Thus for & line, a lead, even a little education, everything
depended-on the Fourth International. It will need only a few
paragraphe to show how magnificently the WP and the SWP fell from
the occasion. ' .

#hat was the response of our own party, the Workers Party, to
this crisis? On November 235, Garrett writes an article in Labor
Action. Ee says that if Truman gets away with this strike~breaking
union-oreaking action, every union in the country will be menaced.
Then comee this revealing passage: " The miners are therefore
carrying the ball as they have many times in the past, for the
entire lsbor movement. It is to be expected that a considerable
section cf the lsbor movement will r ally to the miners defense.
Unofficial reports from the CIO convention now in session say that
the CIO will back the miners." Isn't this wonderful? The
Stalinists "hope." Garrett goes one better. "It is to be expected,!
(The editorials in that issue deal with Budenz and Chiang-kai-shek)’
This much is clear. Garrett ( and I speak of him not personally
but as a characteristic representstive of the _arty line) has no )
conception of the iescues at stake, and what has been building up
during the past mcnths. HKe has no lead to give. (A1l this is
Johneon's stratospheric nonsense.) He has no conception of the
fundamentel duty of the revolutionary party to call the workers
immediately to note that the labor bureaucracy is ready, as always,

On December 2, Labor hction announces (on page 1l). "Leaders
of the CIC 2nd AFL have announced that they are backing the mine
workers to the hilt against the government's injunction procedure.
Whatever the disputes between the union leaders and inside the
unions the whole labor movement stands united with the mine workers
in a so0lid front against the government's att=ek on the right of
unims to strike. Union leaders, known for their strong opposition
to Lewis, have been compelled by the necessity of defending unionism
to announce their support of Lewis..." etc., etc. These terrible

"illusions need no comment. They speak for themselves. On page

2, Lapbor Action ccmesto the following conclusion. "Increasingly
every wage struggle, every strike battle involves the government.."
Good. And therefore what? "It is the elementary duty of every
working men snd woman to take his side with the miners! So that

is what statification of production means to Garrett. The workers
were with the miners. They didn't need us to tell th=m that.. Thec
qQuestion was What to do. But having given to the bureaucrats the
prestize of "supporting"Lewis, obvicusly there is nothing Garratt
can tell the workers to do. We have seeh already how Walter
Reuther that left-wing labor leader, is supporting the miners.

The conclusion is as follows: "Regardless of what happens in the
court, the iessue will be joined in the coal fields and there,
backed by the labor movement, the miners are certain to emerge
victoricusly." Wrong from top to oottom. If anything was certain,
it was thst the isswe would not be settled in the mines.

On December 6, the FC discusses the gquestion. Johnson, still
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apologztic, raises the question again, beginning his speech thus:
"] have rescrved what I have to say (1 e. walting until the others
had spoken) because I believe that here it is necescary to do what I
hate to do - oring up a point of view that is definitively rejected
by a convention. In my opinion, this situation is not being
approached correctly by the Committee at all.n"
it

: I peinfully go 81l over/sgain . I read from the memorandum, 1
read from the resolution. I show the line - organic to Bolshev1sm -
- which must be taken with the bureaucracy and without whieh, as I
have categorically st»t .ed, it is impossible to educate the workers
as to the need for a revolutionary party and all that this implies.
At the Plenuw I was ignored. This time while all the proprieties
were obzerved, I was ignored positively. I obviously bored the
Committee. On December 9, Labor Action came out with a headline of
which we refuse to say one single word. We will not even mention
it. This headline, to be buried, henceforth, we hope in oblivion,
introduced the article which stated that on December 4, the UMW
%idtbeen fined 31/2 million dollars - the greatest labor fine in

8 ory.

Who chooses to think that such'th;ngs 28 that headline are
merely "little mistk es" can continue to bury his head in the sand.
They &ccur too often and too flagrantly to be other than the
consequences of & whole political method. - In that same issue, an
article by kike &tevens es*ablished the criminality of the
government without a shadow of a'doubt. It also established that the
demsnds of the miners were perfectly justified, It was a poor thipg
‘but unfortunately not his omn. It was the party approach. The le=d
article gave the facts of the case, referred to ssmuel Gompers, Debs,
eand then informed our readers that "one tiaings, however, is certoin;
not an ounce of coal will be mined if Lewis or other UMW officials
are jailed, nor will an ounce of coal be mlned vwhiile the injunction
order stands.

Thoughtful readers of the discuss1ons during the 1ast convention
will nov perhaps realize what the minority meant when it stated that
the call for nationslization with workers control tacked on to it is
not of necessity revo;utlonary. They will remember also the attack
of the kinority upon the party's general political line as 031Q5
- always resdy to show the crimes of capitslism but being unable %o
" understand, for less to call upon the workers in great crises to
play tae role by which the proletariat, stage by st=2ze, in oitter
struggle, fights for its place at the head of the nation. Here is
everytaing we said perfectly exemplified.

Now core s the preordasined climax. The issue of December 16 hes

! an article entitled "A Balance 3hest of the Coal 3trike," written

" by the ¥ational Chairman of the party. oSuddenly a paragraph leaps
to the eye. "Could Lewis or the miners have acted differently? Yes,
most certainly. Could they have appealed to the rest of the
working class to walk out in solidarity with them against the infamy
of govarnrent by injunction which threatens the intereets and very:
life of the labor movement? Certainly. There is no question but
that hundreds of thousands and millions of workers in this country
stood poised in readiness to respond in such a cause,"

We rub our eyes. Nillicjs of workers, then, according to this
e -
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were not only ready but stocd "poised in readiness." This, then
is the cguestion of a walk-out of millions, a general strike. égi
not ons single word =bout this had sppcared in the p=per for the
previous three weeks. If the workers were ready snd the bourgeois
press wae talking sbout it, then perhsps we should have warned the.
workers "poised in reasdiness" against this provocation! Not only
not 5 word but buckete of cold wa er had been poured on the very
idea. This "in the Balance Sheet" is the first mention of a
general strike in the pesper. An accountant checking such a
balancz sheet would ask scme very inconvenient questions about
this entry. But more surprises would await him..

®If, instead of mere rhetorical talk, the leaders of the other
Jabor organizations in this country, had immediately called a 3
represcrtetive general conference of 8ll the orgsnized workers =nd.
proclaimed their readiness to stand by the miners in this strike,
recgardless of whst action wgs necessary to gain a victory, the
whole capitalist class, its government and the courts inciuded,
would nave been compelled to retreat from their autocratic
arrogance." v

30 only a proclamation of readiness was needed! This seems
like rhetorical talk if ever there was. (and how did Labor Action
~distinguish itself from the others during the crisis when all
"the rhetoerical talk® was going on?) v _

It ie a commonplace in our movement that an opportunist line
ultimately secks compensation in adventurism. We are leading up to
someth ing, : S h

"Zven now it is not too late ot’organize a powerful national .
networx of united councils of action representing every btranch of
the trade unicn movement to stamp out the viper of government oy

N

injunction before it poisons the labor movement."

"Iven now it is not-too late." oo "it is not too late to
organize a powerful, nationel network...to gstamp-cut...before it
poisons the lsbor movement.” S0 that the labor movement will e
poisoned. On December 1€th it is not too late, not for a mere
declaration but for a network of councils. Do we advocate this?

Is this our line to stop the poisoning? If it is, why don't we
plaster, why didn't we plaster Labor Action with it? If so, why is
1t buried away in this article? Why isn't the whole paper, or half
of it devoted to this? Compare this paragraph to the sober, '
careful pkrasing of the Johnson resolution.

sut tgg‘question rerains. Are we for this action or are we
not? IAemember the millions of workers who are "poised in
‘Treadingess." - &#nd it is not "too latel We read on;

" It is worthwhi.e pointig out that even if, let us say, a
general strike had becn cslled in sypport of the miners under the
direction of the present labor leadership that would only have
raised more acutely - far mor: acutely - the decisive question
raised by the strike of the miners themselvés, namely, who is
master in this house... Are the Americar workers ready to snse@er
this question?? :
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kore acutely - far more achtely - the profound political confusion
of the article is here exhibited. Note the phrasing. "It is
worthwhile," "even if," "let us say."

2) If the strike had been called under the direction of the
present lebor leadership, they then would have been incapable of
ansvering the question, who is master.

3) Then, as the present labor leadership is no good, what
would have been any good?

"7That is required is a working class politicsl party which
aims at establishing a workers government and ¥ 321 represent and
defend the best inkrests of all the people sgainst the mconopoly
capitaligt class."” S ' '

30 that millions cf poised workers must resign themselves to
the poiscning of the labor movement because there is no party
which represents the best interests of all the people. But this
leadership to come will not consist of the present labor
leadership For the labor bureaucracy, unionist or politicians are
organic.2ally the same. Ve know what they did in the General strike
in Britain in 1626. We know that they will never in such
circumstances ciaim to be m=ssters. 3o that what the article is
saying ic that what we need is a revolutionsry psrty. There is
none in sight. 5o do nothing. "§hat hit the miners yesterday will
hit every other worker tomorrow." 5o the artiele tells us. "Trade
Uniénism 1e not sifficient." This in large print. 8o the proposal
for a zeneral strategy committee which will cnsist of the present
bureaucrsts, all this in resality means nothing. They may meet. They
will utter "mere rhetorical words.

It cen now be seen that as far as this Labor Action article
is concerned, the mere "proclamation of readiness to resist" is not
rhetoric at all. It is the limit of »hat c+n be proposed from such
a political basis. For if by sany ehance, the bcurgeoisie should
fail to pe intimidated by the mere proclamation of the labor
leaders, then, even without a generz=l strike, the question of who
is master woculd be posed. But these leaders, being what they are,
and there being no revolutionary party, the American working class
is not ready to answer this questicn. And since the American

E  workers sre not ready to ~nswer this questicn, then the whole

declaraticn of readiness would be scen for what it is, a mere

empty threat, a mere rhetoric. We attempt to frighten the bourgeois
and if it is not frightened,then we go backhome again until a party
is formed which etc., etc. _ '

Thaot is the party line. The above is the party policy. (It
was the policy 2nd still is the policy in Europe.) oome of the
party leeaders say pointblank that the workers are backward.
Shachtman says that too but is always re=dy to say that millions
are rexly but there is no party. Between these two positions the
party vacillates. s
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THE GENEnsl STRIKE IN ThEURY

I omit here twc thin.s.

1) The thecretical gquesticn cf the "general strike" and the
statificeticn of productizn sh.uld fill cur theoretical journal
and shyuld be ccnstantly brought befcre cur readers. Here I can
barely indicate the treatment. The general political stirike and
the soviets appeared in 1905 cwing to the stage of development
of producticn. In 1936 in France and in the U%5. appeared a new
stage, the general strike for eccnomic demands (increase in wages,
hoclidays vith pay, etc). Tcday as I have explaineds in cutline,
particularly in the US, the whole economic development and the

1483




sccial fcrms it engenders, poses befcre the workers the general
strike and the formation of ccmmittees for their eccnomic demands.
This 1s the sccialstructure, the mculd which gives fcrm to the
exploding wr-th of the workers. The wcrkers in the Comnune behaved
as they cid becaucse cf the social structure determined by the

stage 2f develcpment of producticn. The s2me applies to 1905. The
same adplies to the U.S. in 1946. It is within this framework that
a party functicns. That is why the US bcurgeoisie and the workers
. are concerned empirically with the general strike. That is why the
minority mzkes this is basic strategic crientation. The party of
the Fourth Internaticnal does as we have seen.

3) Uron statification also 1is based, today, the question of
the sociel program for the miners and 211 other wcrkers, Neither
the WP ncr the SWP has the faintest conception of what is propag=snda
for a sccizl program today in the USs. All I ean do is to menticn .
" scme of thle mcre important questions pesed by this serious crisis.
The WP and the &WP will come to them in time. They will have to.
But I nave written as I have dcne because the miners strike was
not the decisive action in the present sta-.e. That was only a
preliminary. The party now hezs to decide what it will advccate in
the nen rcund cf demands that is coming up. It must devise some
policy, above 2ll, it must cease talking rhetorically about
generai ccuncil for strike strategy and ucited action. What united
action ccee it mean? What does it propose that the millions of
poised wcrkers do in order toc defest wurrsy and Reuther's organic
treachery? 1 state categorically that propaganda for a labor
party and naticnalization ncw take 2 seccndary place. %hat is -
required is propsganda and agitation for concrete action. ihat doee
the party propose? I can orly say finally that, particularly with -
the necessary preparation, issue after issue of Labor Acticn during
the cricis should have been: a UKW issue,;General 3trike issue; the
paper filled i th interviews from workers in the plant on the ganera
strike (fer and against); every statement on the general strike '
by the bcurgecis® press reprcauced; the article by the Times
‘reproduced in full and elaborately analysed. e would have
..struck acme. That was, is and will have to be our function in
- crises such 28 these. '

COAL C3Is16 THE PARTY AND RZCRUITWENT

I leave for the last the guesticn of the party and the party
‘membership. On December 1st, J.T. Farrell spoke at the NY
headquarters cn literatwe. Cver 200 people came and some were
turned away. Cn December 8th Greenberg spoke on the decline of
art. There were nearly 200 people. At both these meetings, it
vwas anncunced that Coclidge had visited the mine areas and would
speak on Lecember 15th on the strike. There were not fifty people
present fcr Coclidge's meeting. The complete responsibility for -
this rests on Labor Action and its policy, If, during the weeks
before ve had criented curselves as I have indicated, the climax
of months of preparaticn with the pamphlets, reprints from Laobor
Action =nd the New Internaticnal, etc., and the party mcbilized,
we would Lhave had a real mass meeting. This UMW question is the
biggest single p:litical event since the end of the war. The whole
world locked or nct onlv interested but vit=1ly affected. It was
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the climex so far to the first strike wove and the bourgeonis
preparaticn tc break the se¢ccnd. Yet the party did not want to
hear a first hend report. If the party reacted in this way, h-ow
will contacts resct? Cn this deadly sericus issue, the par%y
remains dead cr confused. It is the inescapable result of the
false line. 4And that is why the WP and the SWP remain unable

te rise tc their responcibilities and really grow. *I stated that
recruitment was to be undertaken in harmony with the rhythm of
the advancing class struggle. I pointed cut that by preparing
for th: events and then gcing all cut when they caome, we can compel
people tc think, to go beyond the day tc day struggle, to join or
remember us,. - :

I 2gain reminded the National Committee cf this in ny
memorancum 5% the Flenum. %g¢ have dene nctiing tc help build the
party ov ne=ns of this crisis. That is the miserable fact. 1In a
few monihe the situation mey change. It may remain stagnant. ¥No
cne knovs cr can know these things. But I submit that the varty
has no line to meet the present situaticn at a time when the whole
country is shzken by the potentiszlities c¢f the struggleand aow to
deal with these "paralyzing strikes is first on the crder of the

PS. Tais article was finished vhen I re d the following in Laoor

- Action of Lecember 23rd (in an editorial, in large print) "It is,
for example, an incentestible certainty that the gcvernment =will
think twrice abcut trying to slap an injuncticn cn the auto or steel
vorkers if it knows in admnce that such » move will provoke a
national protest embracing all forms of actions, including stop-
wcrk acticn. The same goes for anti-labor legislation and s2 on
dcvn tae line.® « :

Surely scmecne besides the Minority will raise a voice in =
protest. What is stop-work acw cn"t I ask again: "What is "stop-voc1
action"? Does the party advccate "stop work acticn" for "anti-
labor legislaticn and sc on down the line." Ii we are to have "stcp
Work acticn" dcwn the line then where is the party tc lead this?
%ill such acticn not be under the direction of the present lsba
leaders? 4And what dces "dcwn the line" mean? That, I beg to state,
is an sxtremely loose statement. The more the leadership tries to
extricate itself, the deeper it sinks. This paragraph alone
justifies my whcle article which I have written, I may add with
consideravle restraint. '

J.R. Jchnson
January 11, 1947

%In the conventicr resolution on Building the Bolshevik Party.
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THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND THE
"EUROFEAN SOCIAL DEMOCRAC

The first post-war revolutlonary wave in Europe has subsided.
It is not possible to say with accuracy when it will rise again, Nor
is 1t necessary to do so for the purposes of this statement. What 1is
necessary is to note several interrelated phenomena in connection with
the first revolutionary waves '

1., It was not as powerful, it did not have the scope or
depth of the revolutlonary wave that rose immediately after the
first world war, Except for a few isolated instances the prole=-
tariat nowhere succeeded in taking power, even for a short time,
There was nothing équivalent to the German revolution of 1918-19,
the Austrian revolution of the same period, the Bavarian Soviet
Republic, the Hungarian Commune, the general strikes, factory oc-
cupations, let alone the Bolshevik revolution in Russia,

2. The utterly discredi table traditional parties in the
working class, the Socisl Démocrecy and Stalinism, emerged at the
end of the war in 211 the European countries, especially in the
Western European countries, more or less intact, and between them
Immediately 2ssumed undisputed leadership of the working class,
In some countries, notcbly Britain, the Social Democracy even
reached hitherto unattained heichts of strength. In other coun-
tries, notably In France, the sezme holds true of the Stalinist
partiss, 1In the Stclinist parties no scrious political dif feren-
tlation is visible in the ranlks; 1n any case, there is no im-
portent movement inside the Stzlinist parties toward revolution-
ary Marxism, In ths Social Democratic parties, vhotever serious
political differentiction 1s taking plcce in their ranks falls
&lmost excluslvely to the benefit, not of revolutionary Marxism
and the Fourth Intermational, but of the Stalinists, ‘

3. Unlike the period immediately following the first world
war, the period following thc second world war has not seen the
development of ony serious centrist trend, that is, a more or
less conscious organized political shift from the right to the
left, a shift even remotely comparable to that which after 1918 -

- made possible the bullding of mass Communist parties in princi-
pal European countries, '

4, After the first wor)lé@ war, the tiny revolutionary Marx-
ist groups under the impulsion of the generzal crisis of capital=-
ism which at one and the same time made possible the Bolshevik
revolution in Russia and the disintegration of the Social Demo-
cracy, wvere able to transform themselves almost overnight into
mass revolutionary parties vwith tremendous influence upon the
working class and with the immediate prospect of seizing power in
a whole series of countries., At the end of the second world war,
the revolutionary Marxist movement, the Fouwrth International, is
in 2 number of vitally important Zuropean countries totally non-
exl stent; 1in a2 number of othesr countries, exists only on paper;
and in the¢ western Zuropcan countries continues to exist as tiny
sects, without serious influence in the traditional parties of
Social Dcmocracy and Stalinism, without serious influence upon
the masscs in general, without serious influence in thé organized
labor movement, primarily in the trade unions,

In the countries vhere the Fourth International exists
| | 4 » 1486
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to any degree as on organization, it lives almost entirely at the
margin of events, In Italy, it remains a tiny group, confined
mainly to the south with no important connections in the industri-
al north, and with no influence in the country. In Gemmany,
the first painful and difficult steps are only now being taken
to bring together into groups the militants who remain true to
revoluti onary principles., In Holland, the section of the Fourth
International remains insignificant and, in any case, without
slgnificant 1nfluence 'or even roots in the working class, In
Belgium, the section of the Fourth International there stagnates
or what localized influence it has is in decline, In France,
whid 1s the largest ard one of the most vigorous sections of the
Fourth Intermtional, its influence upon the turbulent and de-
cisive events of the past period, as well as today, is only little
less insignificant than in the neighboring countries, In England,
- which has a really large section and vhich has even grown in num-
bers in the past period, the influence of the sectlon does not
even remotely compare with both the necessities and possibilities
of the highly favorable political gltuation. In Spain, which is °
on the eve of declsive politlcal ‘events, the Spanish section = @
exists only on puper, It does not-even hove a public voice (an
organ of its own) and in its present state glves every indica-
tion that 1t will play an even less significant role in the im-
pending crisis than was played by the Trotskylst movement during
the Spanish Civil war, n the Scandinavian countries, the =
Fourth International does not exist as o movement but only as.
1solated indi vicuals., Ths same is trus in all the Baltic and
Balkon countrles, Greece seems to present am exceptional picture
"in that a vigorous section with continuous traditions exists in ~°
that country, but it too dots not appear to have anything like
‘the Influence that the objective politiczl situation of the past
period made possible, Another exception seems to exist in
Austria where, clthough detclls are lacking, 2 tiny organization
exists but glves no sign of significant strength. .

In 2 word, the state of the revolutionary Marxist move=-
ment in Europe after the second world war is in most unfavarable
contrast to the state of the movement after the first world war,

: The political rezsons for this situction have been set forth by
the Workers Party in othcr documents., It 1s not necessary to dwell
upon them here, nor is that the purpose of the present statement,
That purpose 1s narrowly concelved, It aims to indicate the field in
vhich the FourthInternationzl in Europe, given not only its prcsent
forces but its present political line, shall orient its efforts in
the coming period,

It 1s necessary for the Fourth International to oricnt all its
sectims, groups and indi vidual supporters, with perhaps one or two
isolated exceptions, toward immediate entry into the Socizl Democratic
parties, The 1dea that the present sections of the Fourth Interna-
tional in Europe can grow into mass organizations with decisive influ-
ence upon tle proletarict by mcans of direct individual recruitment
to the existing sections, amd without going agzin through the experi-
ence of concentracted work in the Social Democratic parties, is de-
finitely refuted, The idea that by continuing their present course
the sections or groups of the Fourth International will meintsin their
"independence," is only an ideclized formula for the perpetuation of
the paralyzing isolation and uninfluence of the Fourth Internationals
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- The European sectims cammot break out of the isolation which is
misnamed independence by joining the Stalinist pzrties, even tiough
they are mass arganizations, Organized and systematic work inside
the Stalinist parties is possible and fruitful only in the most
unusual clrcumstances. Vhile 1t 1s necessary to undertake this work
whenever it 1s possible and indicated, the Stalinist parties are not
and cannot be; by their very nature, a fruitful field for anything
but political capitulation. ‘ ‘ .

The Socisal Democratic parties present a different field entirely.
Given the necessary political skill and underdtanding, it 1s not only
possible to enter the ranks of these parties but to exert a decisive
influence inside of them and to employ this influence at a subsequent
stage for the further development of the independent revolutionary
proletarian party and consequently a powerful and effective Fourth
International, .

The objJection that the Social Democratic partlies in many
European countries do not have in their ruanks or under their influence
the mczjorit y of the proletariat, is trivial, 1In many countries,
particulerly 1in France, the Stalinists do have a greuter influence
over the proletariat than the Social Democracy. But there is practi-
cally nd country in Europe where the Soclal D mocracy does not have
a hundred, a thousand znd even ten thousand times a2s much strength in
the working class, ond general political strength, as the sections of
the Fourth Interna%tional, It 1s thils relationship which is declsive
for us act the present time, To expect that the workers cnd, in
general, the masses who become disillusioned with Stalinism will quit
1ts ranks 1n order to Joln trose of the tiny Trotskyist organizations
and thereby convert them guickly into muss porties 1s gross sclfe :
deception, The mnsses do not lexve an "effective" mass party in order
to join a smzcll sect and convert 1t into an "eifective" mass purty,
except under the most unusual combinction of circumstances. There is

- no reuson to belleve that they will do so in the coming period,

Inside the Social Democracy the Fourth Internaticnalists can
immedictely opercte in an orgonized politiczl milieu, ¢nd heove dircct
daily contact with politically orgonized masses. The belief that the
Soclal Democratic pzrties cre inconsequential, cnd thot they no
longer represent an important politiczl force, is 2 ridiculous
illusion which 1s not shcred, however, by the politically astute
Stalinists, The Stalinists, in every European country, continue to
make tremendous efforts to penetrite the Social Democracy and to
absorb it either directly into the Communist Party or such of its
synonomous organizations os the Sociclist Unity Purty of Germany.,

. The success of the Stalinists in this fiéld wald bPe 2 terrible blow

to the working class In general 2nd to the prospects for the develop-
ment of the Fourth Internationezl in perticulzr, Only the Fourth
Internationzlists, by concentrating thcir efforts in the Social Demo-
cratic parties can effectively resist the rezctionary und disintegra-
ting advanccs of Stzlinism into these parties, on the one hand, ard
at the s2me time constitute a center of revolitionary attraction, a
center of revolutionery alternstive, to that section of thes Stalinist
party following which can be influenced by our political progrom,

The breaking of the isolatior in which we now find sursclves in
Europe by means of the course toward entry into Social Demoeratic
parties is absolutely and immedictely indicated for such countries as
England, Hollund, B:slgium, the Scandinavizn countries, Germany,- Italy
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and Spain.‘ For the basic reasors given above, it is also indicated
in thot country where the relationship of forces is somcwhat more in
our favor than in others, ncmely, France.

It 1is now clear that this course should hzve been cdopted by the
International in Europe some time cgo. &Lven if late, there 1s still
time and still the urgent need to adopt this course now. .Before the
course toward emtry con be =dopted and precisely in order thet tle
course may be carried through with the meximum positive results, it
goes without saying thut a thoroughgoinz discussion must be started
immediately in 2ll the sections of the Fourth Internationel so that
.entry, when it takes place will be carried through wi th understanding

;% and conviction,

- _ Adopted by Political Committee
ko . of the Workers Party
& : . January 17, 1947
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SAILING WITH JIM CROW

On September S5 the Sailors! Union of the Pacific and the
Sedfarers! International Union "hit the bricks" in one of the mést
dramatic strikes in waterfront history. For a pericd of nine days two
unions fought against a government agency to enforce a wage agreement

- 2lready accepted by the employers. They achieved u« signzl victory.
In winning the battle, these unions established a degree of unity
zmonist all maritime workers that had never before been accomplished,
lost sign*ficant for the Seafarers' International (S.I.U.) was the
manifestation of Munity in action" on the Megro question.

z The S.I.U., which may one day engulf its pssent, tie S.U.P., has
. moved throughout its history towzrd complete segregation of its Negro
. members on board its ships., In the early days of organization this
wos favored by the legroes in the mistaken concention that their jobs
s wounld thereby be safegucrced agcoinst white encroachment In practice
. it has vorked out to on increasin: limktation upon the jobs open to
. Negro sezmen. Of the three department cboard ships--enginc, deck cnd
steward-~the S.I.U. dispctches Negroes to workx only in the latter.

In the hect of the general strike, discrimination ugainst Ncgroes
tended to dissppear. White -and black a2like fought the governmente- -
on the picket lines, on unlon tomalttees. Phcv vorked together, and
shared the same sleeping guorters. A movement developed zmongst the
Negroes in the Port of New York to cairy this real fraternization into
the normal life of the union, That this movement did not fritter
"away 1maediately, as so often bcfore, In senseless negotlations. and
maneuvers with the burecucrat leadership or in hopeless motions at
‘union mectings, was due primarily to the activity of thc militants in
the unioncwho understood the political nature of such questions.

~ Both the WP and the SVWP have members in these unions. But thosc
of the Si/P far wtnumbered those of the WP. For years the SWP has
concentrated its cttention on the seumen's unions. Their polley, ,
espeeially during the war, was to "lcy low " and gother the support of
individuals for the occasion of open warfare ageinst the union
leaders, Pursuing this policy, tley arrived at quite friendly relat-
ions with the bureaucracy of the SIU, This is only apporently para-
doxical, "Laying low" mecnt not antagonizing, even cultivating the
- leaders. : : -

25 The WP had made no such cencentration in maritime and had far
.- fewer effectives, DULuring the strike and after, there was drafted

and circulated - st”onply viorded resolution which secured the

- signatures of mcny'full-book& members of the union, both black and
- white. The Cannonite fraction (SwP) zctively disc.mraged this. They
refused to sign the resolution :nd attempted to dissucde others. This
was ot the issue that would carry them to prominence and power in
the union,

" Against the opposition of the Cannonites, o select committee of

# The SIU, likc many AFL unions, requires 2 long period of probation
before full mcmbership is utuaincd.
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signers was convened, discussed the situation and constituted itsclf

. o starnding Committec Against Liscrimination, It cutlined a long- =
term policy of persistent cducation for the union ond prepared to
"1t the deck" ot the ncxt regular membership mccting, the first
after the strike., A steering committee was elected and given broad
powers, This stcering committeec, proceeding as loyal members of the
union, but not ss leaders of o committec, approached Paul Holl with
their resolution onc the determination to bring it in some form to
the inembership.

‘Paul "z21l, the most astute leader in the . 1~2, officlially agent
for the Port of New York, is virtual leader of the SIU, ror the
union burueaucracy as & whole, but es;zcelally for Paul Hell, the
victory of thc general strike had flowered into visions of dominating
the waterfront. Through the newly-created Maritime Tr.des Department
including longsrorcmen, teamsters and others, appeared the gocl of 2o
‘new power in the AFL; cnd through this new power the dream of
eliminating the lationcl Moritime Union. ‘he NKU, a CIO outfit, did
not practise Jim Crow in zny department cboard ships Any attempt
by the SIU to combat the Coumunist-dominated NMU must reckon with
Jim Crow,

Paul Eall, clearest-minded of the uniocn leaders, hcd these
considerntions as a bockground when faced with the resolution of the
Anti-discrimination Committze. £Hcoll nttempted to compromisc with and
conciliate the »roponcnts of the resolution, iic would put through
certain concessions at the price of silence. Thesc would be (a) the
elimination of thc separate dispatching hall, cnd (b) the institution
of "unit shipping®, "Uuit ship;ing" mecnt the partlal breck-down of
Jim Crow in thc steviard department--whitc cooks cnd Hegro messmen or
vice versa werc to be allowed. Hall was gronted his silence, but it
proved even more temporary than. the steiring comulttee cxpeeted.

At the resulor mecting of the union which ensued, the concess-
ions were introduccd as part of the resulsr report of the leadership
by the assistant sceretary treasurcr, Hall had succeeded in kceping
the secrctary-trecsurer John Hawks, nominzl leader of the union and
stark roactionary, from attending 'the mecting., But even so, it took
.the combined prossure of thc Heyotes, the militants and the bureau-
crats to pcrsucde the membersiip to accept the report. Ithe mcmber-
ship is largcly southern and provincial, recruited on a basis of
recction against the more politically cnd socially advanced CIO.
Speaking on the most elementary trade-union level, Hall scrved only
. to neutrclize thi~ ~verheclming clemcnt of the union, they did not
vote, for or ageinst, but felt uneasily that this was the first blow
against Jim Crow, ‘ '

But the lecdership was not yet done. Smarting under the whiy - _
applied by the Anti-Discrimination Coumitteec, fPightened by the
denger of combat. g the scntiment of o large sectlon of its member-
ship, it struck back. At the ond of the mceting, the assistant
secrctory-treasurer introduced cn anti-politiczl motion. It must be
understood that the SIU is in mony respects o direct descendant from
the "Wobblies",- ™i: treditions of thc Industrial Workers of the
World and even its members have carried down to thc Seafarcrs throush
the SUP. The distinsuishing cry of the VWobbly was "no politics."
And against the Commurist-dciminated NMU the SIU has cried "no
politics," lest they go bhe same road.

1491



30cenma

This spccific motion, however, was 2 threat and a warning
ageinst Trotskyists. It was beclieved, from the discussion, that
somewhere bechind the sceng on thc Megro question, the Trotskyists
had figured. Hcnce thosc who had fought ogalnst Jim Crow found
themsclves ncccssarily aligned agolnst this cnti-political wotion,
8o staunch was the opposition thot Heall twice rephrased zlmost to
meaninglessness, cnd passed 1t in on uprcar as tho inceting cdjourncd.,

. The Cannonites played a singulcr role at this mceting. Lest
they losc all standing in the un.on, they were forccd to speak out
before the membership ond support the locdership's concessions., They
were the most forccful ond effective anti-Jim Crow speakers from the
ronks. - when the cnti-political motion was madec, the Cennonites took
1t upon their shoulders, and made the most violent attack agalnst it,
But their efforts zvalled them nothing., ‘lhcy had lost the lcader-
ship of the Negroes in the union. All those¢ closc to thc events kncw
thot the Cannonites! previous bchavior had weakencd the fight, It
was nothing lcss than betrayal,

But morc battles arc fought off thc unian floor then on. the
pcssage of the report introducing thcse »aa:,i5 changes on the
shipning of mixed crews fircd o rcactionory wave in thc top lavers
of the SIU-SUP. Frcm Lunéberg, SUP azent, and John Howks on the
"Eost coast, the bureaucratic muchine re. 2lled against Poul Hall., A
- scurrilcus ccmpoign wos launchcd to retail the SIU for Jim Crow.,
Slander wos the first wcapon employed. Paul Hall, in 2lerm, gulckly
moéc peace with hils turbulent nmcchine «nd turned with redoubled
venom on th: "poiibtlcils® whom he now, in common with his "southern

)

eracker’ colorts, hiid responsible for "disturbing the peace.”

v.1thout futher odo the motion on Jim Crow was reverscd--by
burcsucratic ukosc. o rumy meeting, carefully arranged, later
ratifiecd the reverssel. A lynch spirit was whipped up against
politicals. The SIU, like .10st waterfront unions, falls into thet
category best described as gangster-ridden. Thse "soon squad"
operatcs not orly on plcket lincs but also on "eommines" ond other
ftroubloscme™ elcoments. The threat of the "goon squad" was noe
dirccted, only & fow days aftsr o apparent victory, towcrd the WP
.and SWP alike, :

At this point, the WP fracticn was thrown into 2 quendory,
In advertently, thec leadcrshlp of the union had tropped it Leyond
its strength. To engege in o dirccet strugsle vith thc united
bureaucrats mecnt rfolng cdown to overwhelming dcfcat togcthcr with the
Fegross and perhaps even the SWP., A political defeat that might cn-
t2il physical defeat, vielcnee and expulsicn. Thc other horn of tho
“dilemma which impaoled the fraction was the alternative of silcnce.
This would X ave the burecucrats in complote commend of thc ii..d,
another form of thce sane defcat, -

Searching for o possible wey out of the trap, the fraction
attemptcd to sccurc the co:peration of the Cannonitces who werc
equz1lly thrcatensd. Only zn. of their froction wourld .ven-cdlscuss.
Their ottitu ¢ was clear and unaistdkable, The cntirc actlisn was
wrong from thc veginning; shoicr céventurism. They had predicted it
would e¢nd in preciscly such o blind alley as it now foced., The WE
had provoked. the buresucrats ond drown Gown on everyonc's hcod thelr
awful wrath, .Further, Paul liall, opcrating in cthor woterfront
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unlons, toamsters, longshoremcn, marine officers, had lcarncd sooncr
than otherwise that his machinc would not permit him tho prosressive
rozd to conqueriiy ', MU, No morec vould he consider werkinns with
Currcn who had given indicotions of breaking with the Stolinist
leadership in the NMU. The Cznnonitcs would have nothinz to do with
the Committce Against Liscrimination. They werc hastening to take
covii. ileny of them shipped cut, Boldly and azgressively they choso
Lalad -] Cnce,

The Party was deternincd not to follow the craven Cannonites
into hiding, But turn zond twist and exomine the gquestion as it
might thc best that could be produced scemcd to b a lcgal struggle;

- demanding that the leadership ceasc veing undemocratic, <this was
not only tantamount to shirking tlc real _ssuc but bore the danger
that the lcacdership would securc a democratic endorscmcnt of its
actions, Unccrtein of 1ts course in so critical acltuation, the

“fracticn cclled upon the Party sceretariat for rid and agvice,

A jolnt mecting of the froction, the .secretorizt ond onc or
two others wes held., Here it wos pointed out, cs it had been in the
fraction, thzt thore was a cwi., oub, I 1t wos calimly rccognizdd
thot all the forces of the WP could sumion in the union were out-.
numbered and outgencraled there was only one placc to turn for

rescrves, Outside the union,

"The Jim Crow policy of the SIU was being challenged in XNew York,
the most advanced center of thc country., In this clty exists the
heart of liberzl opinion. Herc arc found larger numbcrs of Negrocs,
progressive unionists, radicnls and simplc democrats. Thesc were the
resaves that co 1ld be callcd upon to slow cdown znd perhaps halt the
offensive ‘of the recctionary machine. An organized counter-
offensive would seek to involve veterans, civil liberti. ~icups and
other politiczcl partics to cefend the rirhts of white ond black., It
was suggested that the NAACP be irnvolwed, porl . “irouzh court action
This proposcl :eant turnini the suns of punlielty, public mecetings,
end the concerted ciforts of the party upon o vuli ..’ lc union
leadorship. If aodopted, the party would not only decfent its comrades
and followers in the union but opcn the door for itsclf to a vast .
arena in tho politicsl hcart of smerica, 'the WP was at that very
noment engeged in an clection campaign in Earlem. To stond forth in
the clection =s the leadcrs of a strugsgle for hegro cauzlity in the
unions would surely rcdound to ndvantage.

Be 1t saild to his credit, the labor sécresary of the WP insisted
that the problcem of Negro scgregation transcended the limits of
trade-unionismn, But the other lozders of the party made it & matter
of principle to confine the strugsls to the boundarics sct by the
unicn burcaucrats. 3,4y wore s appalled os the. burcaucrats theme
selves at the prospect of chiftirg the vettle ground to an area whacre
the burcucrats could not opcrate, The WP thereforc cdviscdits
fraction ageinst traitorous conduct such as the Connonites! ond to
spe.k scftly cven when qucstioning the lesality of the burccucrats!
ections, Bound by a rigid dogmatism, z vorship of futile shibolcths,
thc party's advice vos--silence.

By this decision, bowing bcforc the altar inscribed -"No
Greener Ficlds Outside Thc Unions,"# The WP dcmonstrated its kinship

#WP resolution on the trode unions,
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with the SWP., It 2ls0 cstablshed the Cennonites os morc consistent
ond far-sighted politiclians. The WP ended a strugile with

cpportunismj the Sl began with opportunism,

ggiloguc

+hcn Trotskyism docs not provide lcadership, the masscs turn
elscwhere., The Negroes in the SIU arc¢ no exccption. Thecy, clone,
forced the burial of thc minutcs of the rump meeting which rcversed
the concessions on Jim Crow. So the coneessions still stand as
passed thcugh not _ut into effcct. Secrching dcespearately for meons
to accomplish this, they hzave considered going in for gangster
tactics themselves, Beating up thoe leading rcactioncrics scemed a
good idea., A proposal ctlling for a convention of the union so that
a Negro could be clected to the leadcrship was also considcred. 1In
thcir blind groping they were falling foul of ncw crrors and
opportunists. ‘

Learning of this and feeling criticism from within, thc fraction
decided to lead the Negrocs ‘once again in bonging their he-~ds against
burecucratic walls. 2lic unicn lccoders caa i1 the more casily
rcbuff thc second atteapt, hoving scen how casily frischtcned were
the Trotskyists at the first cttompt, This 1s thc¢ grewtcest likeli-
hood. The leadership may, howeve:, .ct on other considerctions,  The
Negroes, if not the Trotskyisis, hnve amply demonstrated their
determinction. The bure-ucrccey mey fear that the Nesrocs will take
gction outside the union. Informaticn that his seepcd into the press
notably PM, has shown tids to be a real possibility. Though highly
unlikecly, the union lecaders might cducatce their uiachine to the
necessity of figi:ting the NMU zlong diffcrent lincs. Thesc ,
considerations nmight begin the rcmoval of Jim Crow from the SIU halls,

- But one th g is cxcludad. Wclither P arty can excrclsc any
influcnce on the coursc of c¢vents in tho SIU, They way have
fraoctions and cormitteccs, they may intfoduce motions ané spcak to
the mcmbership. But it will. 21l bs vind over watcer, Both partics

ccntinue to sail with Jim Crow,

Novermber 27,‘19467" , . C. Morco
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IN EEPLY TO CO;R-DE iARCO i

The policies followed by the fraction and those gupported by iarco differ
far more Desically than iercots article reveels. 7'e, who accept the general
1ine of the party, proceed from the viewpoint that it is necessary to maintain
and extend our trade union fracti-ns as the most important base for the future
growth of the party. We realize that there are times vhen trade union vork is
more difficult than at others. A crisis in the industry,: such as the recent
one in maritime, mekes possible great le:ps ahead, The subsequent temporary
stablization may mean a more or less protracted period of plodding Jimy
Higsins toil in preparation for the next opportunity that history provides.

But above all, without ever compromising oor principles, we gseek to maintain our
Y456 in the'tride unions, for this is the best™guarantee ef the development of
our party as a proletarian party. _ ' .

Marco, on the other hand, proceeding in accord with the precepts of the
I.K.De , considers the mzintainance of our forces in the union as a secondary
matter. To him it was most important to extend the stru:gle outside the union
jtsclf evén at the price of the isolation and destruwction of the fraction as a
force in the union, And, I stress, there was not the shadow of a doubt among
‘any of the comrades involved in the works at hand that this was the price to be

" paid for following the i1l timed tactics supported by ifarco.

In contrast to the "rigid dogmatism" escribed to the party and fraction
by karco, the policy actually followec demonstrated almost classis flexibility,
the ability of the group to fit its tasks to the problem involved. Then the
situation called for our organizaticnal abilitiecs and experience, we were in <
the forefront of the strugsle, Marco® own description of the operation velies
the imputation of cowardice and nezlect of duty that he lays to the fraction.
Then, contrary to the opinion of larco, the larger body of Negro ~nd vnite
militante hed sailed, the Negro pie-cards with vhom we had previously cooperated
refused to press the struggle any further without the pressure of “hese militants,
Under these sircumstances we had no choice but to await o further development
of the union situation .* &t would again allow us to mobilize sufficient forces
for a greater struggle. But we are ‘wtilizing this interim period to gather
recruits to the party from the maritime trades in order thnt we may widen our
extremcly asrrow, ond thereforo, precarious base. ith a w7ider base we need have
no fear thot in the next upsurge we shil be forced to depend on the caprice of

' the pie-cards.

It weuld be pointless to attempt to reply to the frivolous accusations, the
half-truths and untruths with which jinrco clutters his piece. “That shall we
‘reply to such patently disloyal statements as ® the FP.....continues to sail vith
Jim Crowf. OQur record is clear, we have fought, and shall continue to Iight
vith all our resources ggainst Jim Crow, 3But karco differs from us. He will
no longer "sail : ith Jim Crow." He has sailed completely out of the union and
therefore won't have to deal with the problem any longers

December 22, 1946 : o ‘ J. Roan
* As a footnote I should add that these do not include }arco, who, althouzh he

held as valid a book as any of us in the union, never saw fit to integrate him-
self in the witally importent work of the fraction. 7 P
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ALSO IN REPLY TO COLRADE #ARCO

It is not clear from Comrade Marcots nieco w.a* t1.- 83 $.su0 is between
Comrnde ijarco and the Party. It is necessary to nnke this clear.

The fraction faced the serias,complex and very difficult problem of vhat to
do about a most flagrant coase of Jim~Crow ih & union, Not Just Jim-Crow in
general vut Jim-Crow of a rather virulent type practiced by some politically
backvard vut militiext white workers. This Jim-Crow took the form of confining
Negroes to the stewards! department on the ships and of having a separste hiring
hall for Negro and white seamen , even in New York City.

%t was the opinicn of the Party and of the fraction that following the
militant strike of the union in which vhite and Hogro seamen vorked, slepp and
ate together, it would be excellent to capitalize on this example of fraterni-
zation, union solidarity and non-Jim-Crow by beginning propaganda for doing avay
with Jim-Crow on the ships and in the matter of hiring halls,

It vas knotn in advance that such a move would meet with oposition from
backvard clements in the ranks and from ‘the un ion leadership., All of the
militants, including the Negro militants, were aware that this struggle would
be no holiday affair. Ue also knew thnt we could not avoid engaging in such o
struggle., Zvery phase of the campaign wms thoroughly discusscd and vorked over,
The questiom of how to proceed wos carefully considered., The fraction was not-

- ®thrown into » quandary," nor was it "trapped" "bgyond its strength" as is

clrimed in the Marco viece, The foct that the militants were forced to rotreat
does not mcan that it vgs in a queandary or that it had been trapped. Sometimes
it is nocessary to rctreat in order not to be trapped. That is precisely that
the froction did. The possibility of having to rctreat vas knom in advance amd
preparcd for in advence. The fraction knew its strength or better its lack of
strenzgth. The fraction knew that not having the support of the ethor organization
whose forccs were far greanter than ourts, meant that the struggle would be
veakened. 7Te knew also that even if we had the full support of the other
organizatibn the fight would still be extremely difficult. . -

The fr-ction ws not "impaled" anywhere. The "alternntive of silence"
vas rejected categoricallye The fraction in approaching the other orzanization
wos not "searc“mg for o possible way out of the trap.," It wasn't in any trap.
If Comr~de iiarco docs. not understand why the froction sought a united front with
the other orgenization, then I believe that it is too late now for him to
understond this simple tactic. : ) '

If the party ond the fraction were to be true to the principlesof
revolutionsry socialism, we had to enter this fight. Here was a most disgraceful
situation existing in 2 tr:de union: Jim-Crow and segrezation. And right in
New York City where even such Jim-Crow and segregntion are not practiced either
by the City Government or the bourgeoisie in general. Also it must be emphasized
that the proactice of the pnions is exactly the opposite to thnt of the union
under consideration. The opportune time to strike & blow against the practices
of this union was right on the heels of the strike vhere Negro and whkite workers
had functioned together vwithout Jim-Crow. The aid of the SWP was sought not for
the purpose of getting out of any "trap"® but in order to agment the small forces
of our pParty and to bring, ~t least, all of the advanced militants into the
strugzle. This should be considered clementary, SR
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v The Party did not have in mind any "leg~l strug:le®, ns liarco suzgests,
That -ns in mind wns & struigle in the waiorn te dring the union around to a
correct positi:n. T strugble viag organized ian such aay as to involwe the
Yegrocs erd vhite militants. It :2s to te carried on in the union and fronm the
union floor. This also ...s elem.....arv

“lerco says tant in the meeiiny of the frnction with merbers of the PC nit
was pointed ovt, 2s it had been in tiie fraction, that there was o way out.e,
An orgrnized counter-offensive rould seel:r to involve veter'ms, civil liGerties
gro“'os and other political narties to defend the rizhts of viite and bdlacke.. It
was suggested that the JAACP be involved, perhaps tirough court action...If
adepted, the party would not only defend its comrades and followers in the union
bui opea the cdoor for itself to a vast areann in the politic- 1l keart o imerica.n

I Go not core now to tnke up the perticulor wolitical notion contnined in
the guotations in the atove parcgraphe - It wes Comrnde iarco wio suzzested the
advisaolitity of the NAACP and of court cction. Then ilarco vwrites that it is
to tho credit of the "lator secrotary" of the norty that he Winsisted that the
problem of Tusro segrezation tronscended the limits of trade unionisp," he only
maizes the vater muddier. Tals statesent was not made in support of the Iiarco
position thet we appeal %o the LALCP now nor in support of his position tiat
the Party advocate court action/ The siatexeat about tlic NAACP was made in the
course of the discussion and tased on tho future nccessity for resorting to
outside aid in case it was demonstrated thnt nothinr co:1d bz done by a sirugzle
ingdid e the union. The "lakor secrctary" holés to the position thint there are
occasions vhere thoe quastion of th itnggle agoinst Jim-Crow inside a union,
cannot be confined to the unicn itsS™ Thnere arc many questions of trnis idnd
and it is »orticlarly true in the case of the Nezro, fichting for his democrati
rizhts. 30 far as T lmwow, 20 one -~re°cn+ ot the moobis N2, too’c the position tiat
appeel to such an orgnnizotion os lc KAs0P wo:id undor ary and 211 conditicn

rgnn

‘be cxcludcd.. o oxue tock tie nosi on that under any dnd «ll conditicns, in such
mati.or t.is, resort to tho courts wo-ld be excluded. =t the PC members

dm. say uns tha* t_-cre is no remgon “hztgocver For entertnini g such notiors

at prosens ia this case. Such nracedure vos e:«:clﬂdcd catazorically for tant

time ~md for the wmrossab. Taat s vhere the breok can vwits larco.  Ec iaated

to & poal to the .02 thon and tucre, To e ~n Lovor of volking t_.v nattver to
the courts ond to tac ITAiCP oofore tihe siruv.ssle in the union Tas conducied and
risght ot tle timo vhen the frrction vas apicing scme Hrosross in linins up
the Je.rocs oné other miliiants for conducting the Fisht in the u-’?

'me trute fact is that lerco did not want to co::(: ct the str*wle in the
union. Ee hod no confidonce that anyiling ceuld be a..,ccmhs_.ed by eppecling
to the union membershir, because the uunions, s it hons been stated by the
political friends o:f Larco, arc "tlc uiost bparren field..." Furthemore [Inrco,
also in lire with his nolitlcol views, looked vpoz ,this inSra~union Jim-Crow amd
the appeal to the N.iCP for aid, as a "door" to o vast ciens in the political
heart of .imerica." Tzis of cowrse it nonsense but a convenient peg “or oucts
particular political point of vies

ilarco wurites that the "other lencders of the party wmade it a matter of

prircmle to en~fira.iie strussle to the bOL."‘d"I‘10° set oy tke wnim burecucrats,.t
aside Irom the plain ~rsininity of cuch o statenent; iarco should ermnlain to

the Party ~hy the burcoucrats called o r..np nect .n.g to rescind the action taken
by -a resuler meeting of the local, viere it hnd been decided to eliminnte some of
the Jir~Crow practices. This fqvora..lu vote at the roguloar mecting wns talen
after the orjanizetion of the cormnigsn by the freetion god wmder way. “hich
boundary - cre "the other leaderst prepared to accept in M"principle®; the action
of the rezular meeting or the action of the rumy meeting? And is llarco rring
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to mrke the Party sclieve that the union bur.aucrats wvere favoratle to the
elinination of Jim-Crow ond that it was they who set suclh a boundary for the
Party, but repented theusolves o few days latery called the rump mecting omd
rescinded the lozrl action of the regular meeting? Or is iarco saying that vhen
the bureaucrats calle. the rumps mectiag to revoie the actioa of the legal
recdar mecting, the "other leads.s" were satisficd to "confine the strugslet
to such boundaries; that is %0 the contimuation of Jim-Crow? Is that the
significence of his titles "Sailing vith Jim-Crowi® :

liarco gets down to Lrass tacks wuen he says that we bowed to the slogang
1HO CGEZSHZR FITIDS CUTSIDE TZD UNICHS.Y llarco irsists on dragging ir his IKD
political line by the tail, ho ever, brrised, tattered and gasping for oreath,
In this simple but wmracticelly difficult situation, wherc one union is
practicing Jim-Crow and vhere our frrction is in action arownd this concrete
situation in their unicn, llarco wants Yall-sided activity," and sees the door
swinging opcn and displaying "a vast arcna in the politicel hdart of imerica.t

hot did llarco want to substitute for the unions? The partyts CGRIZUER
FIZLDS. The NA.C? and the courtsl! Te were olso having an elcciion cammaizn.
If the Party followed liarco into "all-sided actidty," we conld "stand forth
in the election as the leaders of a strugsle for ¥egro cquality in the unbms ...
The way to carry on the struggle for ¥Wezro eguality in the waions is in the cowrts
aré through the NAACP. It has been said nony times of course that the working
class rust have allics.

~ Comrade larco adds an "Ipiloguef, According %o him the froction and the
Party have failed. 3ut they never learn. The negroes had banged their hends
azainst the Bureaucratic wrlls®t once vut this vas not encugh for the fraction.
They decidcd to lead the Iegrocs up the hiill again and lot them bang Wtacir
heads agoinst the burcaucratic -alls,"

The whole of ilarco!s piecc is that in fact it h s no real coancction with
the situation witk ~hich the fraction wms confrontede I* has no re-l
connection with the strugzle of the Nogrocs in thounion, for their democratic
ri:hts. It just as casily could have been writtea by o rcceatly arrived visitor
from Plutoy provided he had observed the "boundarics set by the union burcaucratst
on that distzat »nlonct.

This is bnd enough btut their is something worse in the linrco pizce, It
is anti~"P. I do rot mean in the sense of political disagrecrent. I this were
all there could be no complaint or objection. The larco picce is anti-party
in the seasc of attempting to hold the Party up to igncminy and conteipt. The
piece is disiionest and bombastic. W"Tae Jegroes, ii not tie Trotskyists, heve
arply deconstroted their determination...ihen Trotslyism does not provile lcader—
ghip, the masses turn elsevkere.! This is vombast of the most puerile sort,
The Negroes did ncthing in this situntion until the party fractionsvang iato
action anl provided, a very welcome lerdership for thieme One of the difficuligs,
encountered by tae froction wns the weakness 2ud vacillation of oane of the chid
"Wegro lemders in the uaion, "Tic Partye.e..cdvised its fraction... to speak
softly even when questioning the legality of tle Lureaucrats! action.® It is
very difficult to discuss this stotement vith any renl feeling vhatsoever of
talkking to a comrade, It is Gifficldt to refrain from saying a fei? things aboul
thie record of larco in the Party mnd in this particular union situaticne larco
knovs this cormoign beiun Ty the fracticn w s fraught with the possibility of
- both physical horm ond exnulsion from the unicn., And orco kmows also tlhat if
anything ir the naturce of a physical encounter had talwen pl-ece, Lo would not
have been in the forefront of the strygsle. MNarco Imovs too that the fraction
was csiven no such advicoes Crution wag discussed aad properly so. liarco lmows
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ituation the froction conduciad i-self =ronerl: and with
d courr.:2 in a tourh rad cdisa-reeandle situasion ilher
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ecescdry ovel to e in tiic stria-la. forco Imows 211 of thise
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In th
credit, T
courn:.c i
His_niece iz %
and the fraction oy o member of the Party and a mesber of tho froctios.

fora neining pore ti:an o scurrilous attack oa Lie Party
a

ek . &LTL

) E.R. icKinney
Fecruary 17, 1947
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