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. STATEMENT ON THE SIOGAN OF THE "SOCIAILIST
PARTY--COMMUNIST PARTY--C.G.T. GOVERNLENT
: S IN FRANCEM

The main pnlitlcéal and esonomic struggles in France today
revolve around the question of the character and course of the
Constituent Assembly. The attentlion of all the classes ls
focused upnn it. The propaganda and agltation ol the Fecurth Tn-
~ternationalists must therefore be concentrated in the next rariod
upon the question of the Constltuent issembly and the Constitution
1t 1s called upon to draft. ' ' '

‘The Government which bases itself upon the Constituent As=
sembly is composed of a coalition of the bourgeois, soclal~
democratic and Stalinist parties. In this cnalition, the de
Gaullist bourgeoisie and 1ts party, although they represent a
minority of the popular vots and an infinitesimal minority of the
proletarian vote, are actually %the domineting political power.

By nis control of the arry ana the police and by virtue of the
support he enjoys.from the “ijestern Allles, as against the soclal
democrata.and the Stalinists or a comblnation of both, de Gaulle
has establishea a seml~-Bonapartist regine in France. By means
of typicsl Borapartiszt threats, he has forced the social-democratlc
and Stalinist parties into toleration of his regime and a govern-
“mental coalition with him and kis minorisy party. The soclal -
democrats kesp tho preletariat tled to the bourgeolsie out of
fear thet a break with the latter would thrust them into an un-
wanted alliance with the Stalinists. - The Stalinists keep the
proletariat tled to the bourgenisie out of an unwillingness tn
take power into thelr own hands even though they have the great-
ma jority of the proletariat. behind them - an unwillingneas die-
tated by the present Interests of the Kremlin's foreign policy
and by the unfavorable relatlionship of forces which faces them
in France and Eurove in general; and by &n inabllity to oust de
Gaulle from control by means of a coalition with the reluctant
gocial democracy alone. ‘ o

‘The first big step forward toward restorlng the class in-
~dependence of the French proletariat requires a radical break
with the bourgecisie and its political representatives, de GFoulle
and M.R.P. Tynis demands first of all, at the present time, the

- breaking of the exlsiing coalition and the ousting of the ce
Gaulle government. Together, the Socialist Farty and the Stalin-
1st Party represent a majority not only of the proletariat but

" of the people as a whole. No other ccntral political slegan 1s
possible for the revolutionary ilarxists, and nonc corresponds
better to the needs of ths situstion, thon the slogan of a
UGovernment of the Sociaslist Farty-Communist Farty-C.G.T."

With an agltation centering around this slogan, the Fourth
Internationnlists are in a positiop to offer the masses a pollitic-
al dircction in whizh the urgsnt problems of Frauce may be solved,
are ‘in a position to sect the misses in motion not only agalnst ‘
the bourgeoisie but also aguinst the social~democratic and Stalin-
ist leadership, and are in a position to approiach positively and
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_effectively the ranks of the socinl-democratic, Stalinist and

traode-union movements and gain a sympathetic hearing for our party

‘apd 1ts program. - Without such a central political slogan, all

the other transitional slogans ore left hanging in mid-air, for
there 1s no political instrument fndicaoted for thelir realization.
Without such a slogan, the Fourth Internationalists are not only -
completely disarmed in their agitation among the proletariat
against the semi-Bonapartist regime and its political outrages,

“but disarmed also In their agltation agalnst the miserable class

collaborationisn. of the “talinist and social-democratic leadership.
Finally, without such a slogan, the other economic and political

transitional demands, if dlirected to the existing de Gaullist

government , become 4 source of opportunism.

Wnile the slogan of a "Sociallst Party-Communist Party-
¢.G.T. Government" is clearly indlcated by the s ituation, it would
be worse than useless If 1t were employed alone - it would be a o
dangerous trap for the working class as a whole and for the Fourth
Internationallsts 1n particular., This slogan can and must be

' advenced by our party in France, but only if 1t is inseparably
linked with ahd subordinated to a detniled and clearly explalned

prograom of transitionalvdcmands. Viithout such a progrem, the
Fourth Internationsl would be taking responsibility ln advance
for a government for which 1t cannot take wny political respons-

 ibility, and furthermore it would be incapable of educating any
sectlon of the proletariat and reoping the fruits of 1lts politie-

al agitation 1ln the event that swca & coalition goverwment did
“come. loto office. - The Fourth Internationalists therefore call

* for such p government on the basis of thelr own progrem of actlon.
Such a program of actlon 1s calculated at one and the same time

to represent the real interests end needs of the French prole-
tarlat, and togreveal:the‘antieproletarlanvpolitlcal character
of the social-democratic and Stalinist lezdership. v :

The'prbgram, around which the maln.agitdtion and propagahda
of the Fourth Internationalists must be centered, should there-

. fore prominently include such points as:

| :Thevnatlbhﬂiization of all basic industry, finance and trans-
portation under the nost democratic'workers‘_control of produc-
tion. B ' o o . ' v .

' Tho adoption of the most democratic Constitution by the -
Constituent isssembly, with specicl emphasis upon unrestricted
guarantecs of the democratic rights of free press, free spzech,

‘ffge assombly, freedom to organize and frecedom to strlke.

The immediante and complete demobilization of the.army and
all special police and government spy services, and their rc-
placcment by a democratle people's militla.

_ The immed1atc withdrawdl of all_occupation farces from con-
quercd territories in Buropc and the acdvocncy of an immediate

dguocratlic peace on the basis of no national dismemberment, no
_violation-of national govereignty and independence, no inmdemnities,
reparatioms or tribute burden upon the conguered pcoples and na= .

tions. o v , . . , 9‘9 |
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The immediate withdrawal of all armed forces from the colonlgét

of France and the proclamation of thelr national independence;
support of all national-revolutionary movements directed agalust -
French imperialism in particular and all imperialist rule in gener-
.-alo ) ’ . : . . )

4Allvthevbther points in the program must be developed and
_propagated along these lines and in thelr spirit. :

" In the -political condltions of France and Europe today,
the advocacy of the slogan of a "3socialist Party-Comrmunist Party-
C.G.T. Government" undoubtedly carries with 1t grave risks. The
Fourth Ipternationalists cannot be blind to them and must under
no circumstances conceal or glnss over them in thelr agitation.
among the proletariat. The slogan is not the same, adapted to
French conditions, as that put forward by the Bolsheviks in Russla
in 1017 in advocating a coalition government of the Menshevik and
Social Revolutionary Partles. "1t is not the same, adapted to
. Preuch conditions, as that put forward, originally by the Commun--
13t International snd in our time by the Fourth International,
in sdvocating a Labour Party government in Zngland. In those
cases, there were involved bourgeols or petty-bourgeois democratic
reformist workers (or workers! and peasants') parties. In France
today, there 1is involved, so far as the Stalinist Party is con-
cerned, not a democratic ‘but a totalitarian porty operating as
- an Instrument of the Kremlin and the G.P.U. Hence, we oppose any
~slogan which means lifting this counter-revolutionary totalltarian
Instrument into the position of state power in any country, or in-
to the position where there is a clear threat of its use of the
state police ‘power for the exterminstion of the independent
working-class and revolutionary movements, as in Rugsia, as 1ln
- Poland, as in gugoslavia, etc.

‘However, a concrete and nbjective examination of the politic~
al situstion and the relationship of forces in France today, and
1n Europe and the world in general, indicctes that the totalltarian
. Stalinist party cannot and will not and does not seek to take
- state power in France in any way comparable to its seizure of power
in Poland and Yugoslavia; and indicatea further that In a coall-
tion government with the S.F. and C.G.T., the Stalinista could not
and would not proceed, either in the fleld of economic life or of
political power, in any way comparable to thelr procedure in
Poland and Yugoslavia, inaamuch as such a course, extended to
France, would not-only preclpitate civil war in the country but
would bring infinitely closer the outbreck of the third world war,
both ef which it is clearly the -Kremlin's policy to avert, at
least In the next period. '

L If, contrary to this analysis, the Stallinlsts should now be

. on the verge of taking state power in France in thelr own name,

or in the name of a coalition with the Socialist Prrty which would,
along with the French bourgeoisie, which 1s in tura backed by
Anglo-Amcricnn imperialism, prove to be as impotent to prevent the
consolidation of Sialinist state power as their equivalenta have
proved to be in Poland and Yugoslavia, then an altogether ai fferent:
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conclus ion would be dictated to the Fourth Internatlonal, Then it

would no longer be a question of raising or abandoning the slogan
of a "Soclallst Party-Communist Party-C.G.T. Government." The

‘Fourth I,ternational would then have to reconsider and revise

- fundamentally nnt only its whole European and international pers-

, Eective, but also its whole concept of the character of our epoch.
othing less than such a reconsideratlion would be mandatory to

the Fourth International if it were confronted by the reallity of

the consolidation of Stalinist power on the European Atlantic,

- which could mean nothing else but the complete domination of

"Burope and Asia, at least most of Asia, by Stalinism.

: ‘There are, however, altogether insufficlent grounds for any
such analysis and conclusion. Stalinism has not only not triumphed
- over Europe, but there are ample indications that its power and
influence are receding from the immediate post-war peak .and that
the popular resistance to it is increasing. This 1s evident,

in different degrees, not only in France and Italy, in Austria and

- Hungary, but even in occupied countries like Poland and Rumania,

Nevertheless, .even under the clrcumstances indicated by an
objective analysis of the actual situation and relationship of
forces in France, the presence of the Stalinist party and its
police machinery even in a coalitlion government-with the ‘Social
_ Democracy, would represent & great danger to democratic. rights,

- to the working class, to the revolutionary movement and to the
future of socialism. This makes 1t incumbent upon the Fourth In-
ternationalists, in the very course of advancing the slogan of
‘the "Socialist Party-Communist Party-C.G.T. Government" to con-

£ duct a systematic and vigorous campaign of enlightenment and

alerting of the working class against the anti-democratic and anti~
socislist, l.es, the totalitarian character of Stalinlsm, cen-
cretized with examples not only of 1ts record in Russia, but out-
side of Russia = in Spain, in Poland, in Yugoslavla, In Germany

é“'and_in France itself., This propega..a and agitation from modern
t  history cannot suffice by itself. It must be supplemented by,

and main emphasis placed upon, a polltical campaign around such
democratic demands as appeal to the democratic and sociallst
sentiments of the French masses, as correspond to thelir actual
econonic and political needs, and as would serve to unmask the
totallitaricn face of Stalinism, - ' C

January, 1946, . | NATIONAL COMMITTEE

3
\

97



ON THE SIOGAN FOR AN SP~CP-GGT GOVERNMENT

~ Tpe resolution of the majority of the Natlonal Committee -
i{s correct in so far as At analyzes the relation of democratic
and parllamentary demends to the requirements of soclalist
struggle in France, It draws, however, the false and i1llogiecal
conclusion that, in the particular circumstances of the revolu-
tionary movement in France, these democratioc and transitional
demands must be tactleally concretized in a governmental slogan-
namely, an- SP-CP-CGT government., ' -

This {s an a priori judgment predicated on the assumptlion
that any other approach is abstentionist, and that abstentlon-
ism is, under these speclal conditions, politically unjustifl-
able, However, the party'g inability. to put forward a govern-
mental slogan in this s ituation does not neceaszrily eonstitute
abstentlionism. It merely means that the situsction does not war-
rant this particular slogen, thot there is no other governmental
glogan adequate to the situation, and that our demands must be
framed around other issues, Further, even if it dld constitute
abstentionism, we would not ln any way be skirting our obliga-
tions because there are many circumstsnces in which revolution=-
ists, for a varlety of reasons, are compelled to be abatention-

1st on a given issue,

\

‘ It 1s impossible to appralse the requirements of the French

sltuation without (1) defining, however broadly, the nature of
the Stalinist Party, and (2) estimnting the responsibility of
the revolutionary party in France in the light of its strength
and influence, v ,

At least this much of a basic definition of the Stalinlst
Party 1s required of us: the CP is a totzclitarian, non-work- .
_ingiclass mrty, executing the orders of the Kremlin, and ceg=-
"able of carrying out anti-ocapitalist as well os antl-working
c6lass measures when its masters so dictate. Thus, for us te
call for a CP-SP government 1s to call for a govermment In :
which a totalitarian, non-working class party would at the least
be an equal power, and more likely than not & dominant power.
© The. ma jority of the National Cymmittee actually recognlzes this,
particularly in those sections of the resolution which empha-
size 2s agalinst the governmental slogan, the importance of
demooTratic salfeguards and the transitional demands,

The CP cannot be viewed on the same socinl plane as the
traditional reformist pxrties. VWhatever thelr historical funce
tion 4in upholding the capitzlist order, we have defined these
parties as working class parties, subject to the pressures of
the working class or ecsily exposed before the working class,
We have therefore under certxin conditlons demanded that the
reformist party toke power in order that it might be expocsed as
inoapable of executing i1ts mandate to overthrow the capl talid
system, and thercby contribute to the development of the revo-
lutionary party and ferment. ' : :

The CP, however, docs not belong lh this category. ItAis
o ' 97%
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virtually. impossible to assume that 1% is subject to the pres-
sure of the masses in any real sense. It Is a totalltarian,
‘police agent of the Kremlin reglme and is therefore basieally
subject only to the pressure of 1ts real masters, It is not
based on democratic concepts as are the reformist partles even
in their most brutal and suppressive menifestatlions., It is ac~-
tively engaged in hounding genuine revolutionary elements, It
13 able, to the extent that this pleases the Kypéemlin rulers, b
appear before the masses as opponents of capltalist economy.

In a governmental coalition with the SP and CGT (much of
which it controls), the CP wpuld be the dominant force. The
SP i1s no match for the CP. The revolutionary elements, princi-
pally the Trotskylsts, would be in immediate jeopardy of out-
right extinction. The Trotskyists would find ways of protec-
ting themselves and carrying on, and the SP might even bestir
1tself to defend the Trotskyists, but the difficulties and the
hazards of revolutlionary operation would most certainly increase.

More impottant, however, the influence of the GP on the
masses might well be enhanved, whereas 1t muat be our function
to destroy the influence of Stalinism. Signlficant in this '
connection 1s the fact that the CP has already called for an
SP-CP government for it obviously works to thelr advantage.

The call undoubtedly is a maneuver on thelr part, precisely be-
‘cause they know its net effect is to embarrass the SP. For us
to designate the CP's dogan as insincere while we issue the sae
slogan will cenvince few people, Behind the SP stands the pres-
sure of the Fpench bourgeolsie and the manlpulations of Anglo-
American imperlal ism. Theae forces are agalnst and SP-CP gov-
ermment because they understand that the advantage in sueh a
coalition would be entirely with the CF.

An SP-CP government 1s no more cnpable,of solving the so-
cial problem in Fprance than the mesent government. In such a
government the CP would be able to sprecd 1ts totalitarlan hold
on the labor movement through the instrumentality of limited
- state power., Faced wih its inabllity to eradicate soclial In-
justios it need merely polnt to the spurious Stalinist record;
thnt wherever it was able to toke complete power (with the ~1id
of the Russian army) it nationalized industry and acted against
the bourgeoisie; that here in France it is restrained by the un=-
willingness of the SP %to go along; that it is menacecd by the as
yet unvanquished French capitallst class and that it stands in
threat of ermed interventlion by Anglo-fimerican imperiallism.

Perhaps the French working class will see through the

froud of Stalinist natlonalization. Milllions, however, have

not yet done so, and there I8 no guarantee thit we shall be able
to bring home the fightfulness of Stalinist rule in nationalized
Russia or Poland within a few months. We must make the French
workers see through tihis fraud, but we cannot do tiis by, in any
way, catering-to the illusion that Stalinism r eprecents the work-
ing class interest. We are also obliged to recognize that up to
the point where they risk engagement in serious dicpute with
bourgeois military might (French, American or British), they are
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able to deliver blows at French capitalism, as in specific steps
towards the nationalization of given industries. : ‘

In fighting Stalinism as woell as capitalism we are at all
times compelled to distinguish between nationalization and na-
tionalization under workers! control. Our fight against capital-
ism is clearly marked for us; there is a great body of instruc-
ticn left us in text and experience. The Stalinist menace is not
-80 well documented for those workers who live far from the terror
of ftalinist rule. The fact of Stalinist nationaligzation is
known everywhere. Not so well known is the tyranny of nationali-
zation where it is nct democratically controlled by the workers.
In meking that emphasis before the French working class, it is
wrorg to lend any credence, nowever minute, to the idea that Stal-
iniem is capable of being tested as a working class instrument.
The SP leadership will <. :vse itsslf. Bo will the CP - but we .
d=re not risk, in meking this exposure, greater disaster for the
working class. ' : o ‘ :

An 8P-CP government does not necessarily mean CP state pow-

T There are many reasons for arguing that the CP is unable at.
this moment to t ake state power, and the majority of the National
Committes, in declaring its opposition to a CP government, makes
thie clear. That, however, does not solve the problem. The fact
remains that it may be able to extend its totalitarian hold on
the wiorking class; also, that it may use its positicnes in the
“goverrment against the revoluticnary wing of the working class.
~Botl of these are illustrated by the expressed opposition of meny
comrades, to permitting the CP to obtain the ministries of in-
$erior and war. It is further illustrated by the reluctance of
$te bourgecisie, for their reactionary rcasons, to place these
m:rnistries in the hands of the CP Lecause they realize that the
Staliniste will be eble to avail themselves of these vital state

instruments.

thould the CP take power many consequences would follow, a-
mong them the necessity of re—evaluating the chariacter of the °
exoch. Eowever, the intrcducticn of this issue in this discus-
sion is irrelevant and inverted. If history compels us to make
such a re-evalustion, we shall have %> do so. It has not yet dome
o, end 1t is our responsibility to do what we can to avoid it
becoming-a necessity. In any case, we are obliged to decide our
policies according to the realities, not according to the horror
0f a new evaluation. 4And the reality today in France is the po-
tent influence of the Erenlin—-GPU apparatus. In their dissatis~
- faction with bourgsois r:le, workers have by the millions joined
the CP. We must tear tk:u away from the Stalinists. Anything,
auny ,slogan, that-may strengthen the infiuence of Stalinism is

It is true that the mascses are occupied with parliamentary
solutions. It is true that we must project democratic demands.
It is not true that we must .accompany this by a governmental slo-
gan. Perhaps the greatestfreality for us today is the absence of
a party with mass influence. We cannot 1ift ourselves over this
reality. The organized revolutionary force of the Trotskyist
party is small. There is no organized revoluticnary opposition
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in the 8P. There are only individual dissidents in the CP. Given
the possibilities of the situation, the weakness of the PCI is
ecpecially tragic. In sum, the difficulties of the situation
are not easily resolved.

The task, the main task, is to build the revolutionary par-
ty. To build such a party, we must put forward a program. This
program is adequately sumwarized in the r esolution of the Nation-—
al Committee. To conclude that it must De accompanied by calling
for an §P-CP government to effect this program does not,at all
follow. In propagandizing for these demands, in agitating among
the masses, we link this program with the necessity for a workers'
government, and explain why we do not call upon the parties that
hate the majority of the working class to take power.

It is altogether unreasonable and illogical to assume that
it is more difficult to wake this e xplanaticn than to explain
that the slogan "would be a dangerous trap -for the working class
as a whole and for the Fourth Internaticnaliets in particular"
(as the National Committee resolution reads) unless it were
tgubordinated to a detailed and clearly explained program of
transitional d emands." M"WitkLout such a prograu," says the Na-
tional Conmittee, "the Fouth International would be tazking re~
eponsibility in advance for a government for which i% cannot take
responsibility." Precisely. 'The progrem is our main point of
emphasis. That is wny we muet declare ocur opposition to the
government as it is now constituted, and to an SP-CP government.
If we can explain that we take nc responsibility for the SP-CP
government that we are calling for without our program, Our
voices will be equally loud ard clear ar.d understond in explain-
ing why we cannot call upon the CP and 8P to:. ~form a government.
Should such a government come into being, it might be too late
for us to make explanations — except as we can 1ssue them through
underground channéls, or through the cover of the SP. We should
not forget that even today our French corradés have not yet suc-
ceeded in getting the right to publish Verite legelly.

. The program is the main line of attack in exposing the po—
licies and nature of the OP epnd the 8P, and in building the
revolutionary party. That is what we rmust develop if awrs is
not yet adequate. That is all we can, gnd need, do. The future
cf the revolutionary movement in France depends upon the pro—- -
gram it puts forward, the manner in which 1% employs thetrangi-
tional demamds, and the organizsticnalcteps it takes to put this
program before the masses most effectively.

H. Draper:
R. Ferguson
E. Garrett
Ai. Gates
vI- Howve

A. Vigctor
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STRATEGY IN TEE PENDING RUBSER STRIKE

\

By Geoige‘Whitney

Akron, Ohio, February 2, 1945....The big four Rubber com-
panies, Goodrich, Goodyesr, Firestone and U8 Rubber, will soon
be out on strike. That is the present indication from develop-
ments to date between the United Rubber Workers CIO and the in-
dustrialists involved. In all four companies the Union has grie-
vances, some of them as old as four years, numbering in the hun-
dreds and gathering dust because the companies choose %o ignore
them. They have stalled the Union along throughout the war
years on one pretext or another and now they decline to make even
a serious effort at collective bargaining. Goodyear, for exampk,
claimed in 1944 that they were willing to adjust the wages of
. their engineering department but were unable to because of war
time restrictions. Now. they refuse to make any serious ad just-
ment and refuse to pay that adjustment retroactive to 1944 when
the negotiatione began. They also are welching on their agreement
to bargain on a company-wide basis by refusing to allow Kelly-»
Springfield, Goodyear subsidiary, to be included in the agree-

- ment. - . : '

. | \ .

At Goodrich things are no better. George Bass, President
of Goodrich Local 5 URW, told committeemen’ that the Union has
on file hundreds of grievances dating as far back as 1941. They
have been referred to every conceivable type oi national board
ané committee im the company's long stalling act. Now Local 5
has decided that they are to be cleaned up along with the wage
question and before any signatures are appended to an agreement.
These concrete examples are characteristic of the condition ex-
isting throughout .the rubber industry, conditions which are
forcing the URW into strike action. - :

The strategy of the heads of the big four rubber locals
has been revealed to be the simultaneously closing of all four
of these companies on an industry wide basis rather than tack—
ling one company at a time in the manner of the UAW. This re~
presents a change in their original plan. :

Some of the reasoning behind this decision, now being rade
public, is as follows: The experience of the URW in collecting
funds for the General Motors strikers has not been satisfaoc-
tory and the heads of the four big locals agreed that it was
possible they might encounter a gimilar difficulty if they
closed one of the big companies and expected those still work—
ing to support financially the local on strike. Another line
of reasoning was that none of the big four companies would ef-
fect a settlement without consultation and agreement from the
remaining three and that the final settlement would be made, not
by the public heads of the companies, but by the controlling
force, Wall Street. Not the least of the reasons considered was
the feeling that to strike the industry coumpany by company would
take too long, while if the big Four were struck simultaneously
the whole procesc would be shortened. :

There are several points that should be made in connection
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with the above reasons. The discouraging aspect of the e -
tion of furds for the General Motors %trgkgxg was not gu;?g:t‘
any large degree, to the memberchip of thgo URV itself. No real
effort has been made to sponsor such a collection. Paul Fegpe
endon, Executive Secretary of the Akron Industrial Union Counci
was planning a mass meeting to bring before the membership the
. problem.of aid to the UAW strikers and to make plans for giving

effecctive aid. This was never done. As a matter of fact, what
effort nas been made, has been made primarily by individual lo~
cals. Goodyear Local 2 is one -example. The membership them-
"selves n=zve raised this guestion on the floor no less than once
each meeling and esach time there are objections to the various
plars »rupcsed cn the basis thet the URW in its rzuent cenven-
tion, wandated the Interngicnal Cfficers to handle all funds for
the UAV sirikers and no one seems tn be quite clear on how that
ie ©o be done. Conscequently, the membership of Local 2, despite
- the. fact that they are willing and ezger to contribute, have not
had an opportunity to do so. If the Internatiocnal, through the
locals, had called on the entire membership to contribute a
- day's wages to the UAW strikers, they would not now be in the

_ position of supposing that they couldn't get financial backing
from their membership for one of their ouwn URW locals.

On the questim of consultaticn between the heads of the
big Four companies prior to any one company making a settlement,
it is necessary to point out that this is nothing new, nor is .
it peculiar to the rubber industry. The UAW understood that the
‘auto magnates would consult with .each cther, that they would at-
" tempt to reach individual settlements only with the approval of

their brother manufactu -ers. Yet they decided on the company
by company plan. . : ‘ ’

- Two different systems, peculiar to this partioular period,
are here involved. One is the system used by the Auto Workers
and the other is the eydem employed by the Steel Worzere. The
first allows productim by everyone in the industry except the
struck plant or plants aad the other closes the whole industry.
In the first system, rival manufacturers are allowed to market
their products wnile the idie manufacturer misses out on the
reconversion scramble for dominance of the market. In the se-
cond syetem the whole industry is shut down and no one takes
gnyone eise-s markst. . :

It is common knowledge by this time thet none of the manu-
. facturers stand tc lose financially as 2 <esult of the present
- ptrikes. This is beccuse of the Mcavry-hack!" provision on in-
come taxes which allows =ig tusinese to wiite cif all losses at
the expeanse o¢f the people and receive kick-backs on previous
income tax payments suflficient to give ihem a profit. equal to
thet which they earncé during 1945. Consequently, vwhen the en—
. tire incustry is struck, only the weight of "public opinion®" and
pressure applied from without can force a settlement. All too
often this "public cpinicn' is nothing more than the voice of
the industrialists themselves as - :osreesed over their radio
programs by their newsczesers, in LuCir newsprpers by their
columnists and reporters zna controlled "public polls", or as
~ expressed by their congressmen, the Bilbes, the Tafts, et al.
One need hardly wonder at what point the pressure of this 1
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"public opinion" is applied. Or what is infinitely more impor-
tant, economic circumstences themselves force the workers to re-
turn to their jobs without a satisfactory agreement. The indus—
try-wide strike ternds to accentuate this difficulty by virtue of
the fact th=t the entire membership of the International Union is
‘involved and the finances waich are dependent upon that ‘member-
ship not only cease temporarily but accurulated reserves are ra-
pidly depleted. '

It.is also necessary to understand that while the assoclated
manufacturers of any given industry operate in unison againet
the labor movement (just as all big business, irrespective of its
particular product, operates in a conscious, planned and unified
fashion to break the labor movement) none the less, striking one
company at a time in this particular period eifects that company
in a way that it can and does understand, namely, it allows the
 competitor first chance at tiae post-war mzrket and allows him to
- gatisfy the demand for the idle plant's procuct. Trhis is true
‘despite the fact thet the particular industry involved may have
agreements not to attempt to take the accounts of any one of their
number that happens to be cn sirike. The fact remains thet the
- market will get the desired product from those sources still pro-—
ducing and through the retzil outlets that:the non-striking
- plants supply. That means that the company still doing business
will draw to its retail ocuflets, thszt section of the public
which might otherwise nave been expected to purchase the product
- of the idle company. This congtitutes an argument for settle-
ment of the strike that the incéividusl manufacturer can appre-
ciate. It means that the future market for his product is be-
- ing endangered by a competitor. I+t means that the post-war pub-
- lic is turning to the product of his competitor because the ma-
~ chines and plants over which he enjoys control are idle. :

It is lastly necessary to state that the considerations here
involved.are peculiar to this particular period and not the "norm".
If this were not a period of reconversion from war production to
the production of civilian goods, if thesre was no "carry-back"
provision on corporation income takes, the problexr of union stra-
tegy involved would assume an entirely different form. So too
would the problex be completely transformed in the event a Gen—
eral Strike appeared possible. In that light the political con-—
sideration would become paramount for the entire labor movement
‘and these ctherwise importent consideraticne would be dwarfed in-
to insignificance. But for the present the important considera-
‘tion is to win the strike and %o maintain and further the high
level of the struggle ldunched by the General liotors workers-
with their demand of "open the bodis", taelr insistence on detar-
mining the company's ability to pay and their unequivocal re-
~jection of any rise in the price of the product they are produa-

ing.
978



* EDUCATION AND THE TASKS OF THE PARTY

By 0. Orozco and Thea Madera

. : - In a recent article, "Education For OQur Returning
Veterans", Comrade Btein attempts to justify a university educa—
tion in spite of the present needs of the party. Does Comrade
Stein understand what this means in terms of building the party?
He seems to have an inkling of it in the back of his mind for he
suggests .the miserly time of one year or more. One year (or
more?) to learn the basic principles of natMml sciences, to
learn the main trends in human development, and to learn about
the ideology of our capitalist enemy (¥) And in order not to
-subteact too greatly from cur forces we can after one year yank
. some comrades out of industry and any trade union work they may
‘be engaged in, send them to university, replacing them with those
fresh from one year's education. No, domrade Stein, the party
cannot afford the luxury of embarking on the type of educational
- program you propose, nor am I thinking only of immediate needs.
The task of the revolutionary party in this respect is to at-
tract engineers, scientists, historians, philosophers, etc. to
the support of the movement, qot the utopian task of making a
~proletarian into one who is "ocapable of giving long term dir-
~ection to the confused movcments of contemporary humanity."
(This also is not & siur on the proletarist. I am sure the pro-
letarit is intellectumlly as ocapable as the bourgeoisie. The
-question here is simply one of distribution of forces.) If a
famous anthropologist, says Engels' "Origin of the Family, Pri-
‘vate Property and the 8tate" is wrong in the light of present
"knowledge, do we then ¢3ll proudly upon a comrade who has been
_trained for just such an emergency to contend with him?% The on-
1y path which will not lesd us to adventurism is to seek the
support of those who are already qualified to give an answer. As
our party grove we will be able to bring specialists under our
.annevr.. . . L S

We don't think that a revolutionist can learn all he needs
to know in the factory or trade unicn. 8Suoh an assertion is
elther a conscious distortion of fact or a confession of utter
ignorance. A reading list could be given you on what a revolu—
‘tionary should study that would make four years of college look
like child's play. It is material which cannot be found in uni-
versity courses. Comrade Stein, one year's study of Marxism will
~equip our comrades to answer questions on Catholicism, logic,
‘human n=ture, etc. better than four years of university study.
~If it is the attacks of the renegades from ocur movement that you
are worried about, you are looking in the wrong direction. They
are loaded with the knowledge obtained in universities. We do
not simply answer bourgeois science with more bourgeois scimnce.
We oppose itarxism to.bourgeois science .at every point. And
Marxism will be learned through the education by the party and
i through self study.

, The desire of our eomrades to become eduCated is a hea}thy
-one that must be encolraged, but we must root out all 111u819ns
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concerning the nature of universities and how they can contri-

bute significently to the education of a revolutionary. Today

universities function mainly for specialists: scientists, en—’
gineers, doctors, lawyers and other professionals necessary for
- the functioning of modern capitalism. Economics, sociology,

- history, philospphy are tolerzted only to the extent that they
~don't conflict with bourgeois ideology, and in fact tend more
‘and more t0 become the means whereby bourgeois ideology is-sup=
ported and propagandized among the bourgeois intelligensia,
thereby acting as a brake on further development. "Viewad from
‘this standpoint, a revolutionist who attends a university for a
general education can expect to gain little but a sense of deep
disgust. ‘ . '

i ’ :
But the objection is made, before I can really understand
Marxism I need a general background, I need to learn the logi-
cal method of thought. Cowmrade Stein, think this thing overt
Before we succumb to vulgar theories of education we can at
.z least put up a fight. We hear the excuses; the lack of general
- - background, the lack of logical method, in fact, -anything which
" ‘can b€ uSed as an alibi for lack of study, lack of effort, or
lack of initiative. A college education (general background)
is not necessary to understand Marxism. It must not be. It
~cannot be. Our task is to train thousands of uneducated wor—
kers in Marx and Lenin, rot only so they can understand, but so
they can also apply in practice and teach %o others what they
understand. If this is not possible, we may as well throw in
the sponge now. It is quite true, indeed, that in order to be
a finished Marxist, in order to interpret history, in order to
_snalyze correctly contemporary society and its development it
is necessary to have a thorough, broad comprehencive -education.
But this hasnothing in commOn with the general education, the
general background received in four years of university train-
ing. It is the result of only one thing - hard, study. There is
no place in the Marxist movement for dilletants. - ‘

Today an "educational program!" for our veterans can only
be a reactionary step. It is reactionary in respect to the
3 party, it is reactionary with respect to the revolution. There
2 ~ is only one place for our veterans: .in the class struggle. The
~~ party must discourage the return or entrance of veterans into
universities. The party must make clear to new members the ne—-
cessity of participating in the working class movement. Where
- - this is impossible we must in time repl=ace the new members! do-
3 minant interest snd astivity in art, ec: ~az, .°v or medicine
with the revolutionsry strupggle. If we are to recruit, if our
“influence is to grow in the working class, all our energy, all
our forces rust be thrown into the struggle. This is the test
. of our party. Our success or failure will depend largely on how
‘we handle the small forces we haxe-
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THE SITUATION IN CHINA
By J. Brad o -

In the Bulletin for January 8, 1946, there appears a reso-
lution on the "Sifuation in China" wnich has the earmarks of
hasty writing and inadequrcte discusaion with resulting formula-
tiona that can be only kindly designated a&s amblguous., There
{s no focal orlentation for the resolusicn, no statement .of the
fundamental issues except in the most attenuated sense. One
11lustration: the resolution does not mention the recently con-

cluded imperialist war anywhere, nor that Ghina was on the
Planet Barih during this war, nor that Japansese imperialism
played some role in China's recent history. Indeed, nelther of
the nouns “Japan" or "war" mar the unadulterated prlstine ab-
stractlion of the resolution. ‘ : '

The title of the resolution leads one to expect several
possible purposes: '“the situstion" may refer to sny particular
‘sftuntion or to China's political and social struggle for -
colonial Independence and China's position in the imperialist

 war. A resolution on this second subject ls qulte necessary now
1f we are. to draw the balance sheet of the correct position we
adopted in June, 1942, in Uchina in the World War," Against the
analysis of such a balance sheet 1t would be possible tc under=-
stond and make clear in shorter documenta any irmediate problems.
It is clear, heowsver, thut this current resolution does not take
this as its aoim. Is it then sny situation at all that is under
‘discussion? : : v » ‘ ' '

_  The second parcgraph states: "The ccrmittee discussed the
situation in China und takes the following general position,“

One might pnuse here ond sttempt to enticipate. Uhe situstion",
"general position", surely anything cen follow, since no speci-"
fic event or aim is designated. Thedenoucnent 1s somewhat frus-
trating. Our "genersl position" on the Usituation" is literally: -
Npg 1s usual with political affairs in China, the prcsent sltua-
tion 1s somewhat complicated," I do not wish to belabor, but -
this 1s nrt a good position. The problem here is one of loosc
formulation, careless and hasty writing: the effect 1s ludicrous.

The next paragraph opens with the phrase: "the base.of

revolt among the Chincse masses is the poasantry." Apparently

'~ the resolution has 1its raison dtetrc in a revolt among the ‘
‘Chinese masses, the riost nctive revolters, or the chief support
“or origin of the revolt being the pessantry. Just what revolt
13 referrcd %o is for me o mystery. There are two possible re-
ferences: the calculated, planned and coordinnted military -
movoment of the Chinesce Stalinlst aries out of Yenan to colla-
borate with the Red army in its imperinlist misslon in Manchuriz,
or the incidontal, burecaucratic -division of 1nd, induced or
carricd through by the Red arny invasion, of o sinilar nature to
that in Poland, fer example. Heither of these were rovolis but
part and parcel of the {mperizlist maneuvers for power and con-
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trol by Russia in north and western China against the antagcnist-
ic designs of american lmperlalls:ia through its agents in the
Kuomingtang. involved are the secret treaties agreed upon at
Yalta, in which a new division of North China was decided upon

as part of the Russlan loot as an Inducement to enter the war

~against Japan, But thls is Imperialist not revolutlonary politics.

Where 1s the revolt?

With the destruction and expulsion of Japanese imperlalism,
the barrier which separated the conflicting aims of American and
Russian Imperialism has been rermoved. America aims at the domina- .
tion of all China and, if necessary, its national consolidation,
the establishment of 2 central government with real power and of
a national army of considerable potency; Dboth dependent on loans,
political and military advice and support of American Imperialism.
The Amerlcan bourgeolsie see as one of their great possibilities
as victors mintensified exploitation of China. For this they

need a free hand from both the Chinese proletarian and peasant

masses and from Russisn imperiélisme. In order to achleve this
freedom of action they will undertake to perform for the corrupt
Chinese compradores what they themselves are incapable of dolng:
national unification and establishment of & national state. And
to grant concesslons to Stalin, provided he agrees to the castra-
tion of his Chinese Peasant Armies. In return the Chinese CP
would be granted liberty of political sction, but within the na-
tional arena provided for thils cctivity and not through the se-
paratist active instrumentality of its armies, Amerlcan imperial-
fsm would even concede autonomy to the Stalinist controlled

areas sround Yenan, temporarily, in return for the estcblishment
of conditions essential to its national policy for China. This

. 13 the meaning of the role of lMarshdll and others before him as

"compromisers," of the American militery mission to the Kuoming-

tang armles, of the American occupation of the key ports. One

of the objectives of this national policy is to consolldate the

 American position in the Yangtze valley and the southeastern

provinces, formerly sypheres of British and French influence.

This policy 1s in contra-distinction to the previous im-

~perialist policy in China, of division into separate spheres of

influence among the powers., This pollicy represents the new .
imperialist relationships in Asia thot have emerged fram the war:
(1) the defeat of Japan, her expuls ion from Korea, Manchuria,
Port arthur, the coastal cities, etc.; (2) dQecline of British
political, eonomic influence and prestige In the entire colonial
world and especially in Asia (and the transfer of securities, I1n-

“vestments and control of many Sritish colonial properties during

the war). .Britain has been driven out of thc Yangtze Valley by
the Jarancse and the Americans intend to restrict her to her
Hong Kong tee-hold; (3) reduction of Frenoh colonial empire to
satellite stature, depcndent on British and American sustenance;
(4) America can best enforce the cxpulsion of thcse rivals
(allica) through = subservient national reglme. Such o natlonal
regimc would serve to conselidate China into a potent buffer
agalnst Stalinist encroachmenta. It is in Stalint's interests

to disrupt this policy. But his efforts arc limited by the fear
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of too great provecation agalnst America., That is why he must
rely on the Chinese CP armies as far as pnssible for his dirty
work; (5) the American lead in ending extra-territorlallity

in China and forcing Britain, etc. to sign away their imperial
privileges now appears in a new light, in consideratlon of Ameri-
can policy for China, for example. This departure by Amerlca
from old colonial policles permits her to pose as "democratic"
and proponent of colonial lndependence. .

The fallure to date of the Chinese masses, proletarlan or
peasantry, to react, as for instance the Indoneslans or the In-
dians have, has permitted these imperialist designs to be con-
ducted on the more abstract plane of top maneuvering. The out-
standing fact of China 1s that the Chlnese proletariat has not suc-
ceeded in rousing itself from the 19 years of cruel repression by
"Chiang and his sadist gangster police, later by the Japanese
and Wang Ching Wel police; and from the desertion of the Stalln-
1sts following the Canton uprising. - The peasantry has nowhere
shown an ability to rise in independent revolt around 1ts own
demands in the last few yecrs of war or in the last 6 post-war
montha. In North China where peasant political activity has oc-
curred it has been exclusively under the lnspiration, tot2l con-
trol and in the interests of :Stalinist imperlalism and subordinated
to this imperialism. Furthermore, there is no evidence, to my
knowledge, of any active peasant movements anywhere else In China,
which would have surely followed in response to activity and
certainly to "“revoit" in the Stalinlst urens, 1f this actlvity
had had any dynamic or progressive anti-landlord character.
Pinally, the Stalinlst agrarian program of rcform was diluted
during the 1937-1939 populor front honeymoon with Chiang and has
never regained its original revolutionary character,

The discussions between the Stalinists, the Kuomiuntang and
the Democratic Lecgue of the pest several months have occurred
under the watchful eye of Gencrals Marshall and Vedemeyer, repre-
senting American policy, and the external but potent pressure of
the Russiaon Armies in Manchuris, the diplomatic pressure around
Stakin's demands in Hanchuria and the Stalin-Chiang pact. The
Earty resolution states that the program of this revolt 1s land.

Tho éhief conceirn..of the poasant masses if for land. This demand
1s directed ot the government and the landlords." The traglc
truth is otherwisc. The issue of land or of an anti-landlord or
anti-exploitation struggle has not appeared In the power maneuvers-
ings of the Stolinlsts, the various groups in the Kuomintang or
the Demotratic Leaguec. These groups have been dlscussing, in
abstractin, without popular diversion, the carving up of reclatlve
power 1in China, the power of political and economic cxploitation,
The movements of armies 1s the typicnl backdrop of these dlscus-
siens - not popular revolt, demands or actions, but-the preclse
manipulation of srmles is the churacteristic of the pollitical
struggle today. That is why Stalln.is leoathe to surrender hils

Chinese 4th and New 14th Armies. Thoey are the wenpons of power,
~ If demands for agrarian reforms have been presented to the :
"government and the landlords," ~nd by means of "revolt" at that,
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these events‘have occurred off stage; so to speak; and declidedly
sotto voce. A ,

, "The leadership of the peasantry -- 1s directly in the hands
of the native Chinese Stalinists", says the resolution. The
Chinese Stalinists are the leaders of the peasants in thelir own
territorles, in the areas where they have state and military power.
And In these areas there are mo rank and file peasant movements
based on overthrowing the landlerds to our knowledge, only Stalin-
ist agrarlan organlzatlons based on a program of landlord colla-
- boratlon withlin the political limits set by the CP. Elsewhere
-4n China, there is not, to my knowledge, a peasant movement. The
resolution continues with references to peasant movements without.
at any time Indicating who is meant. It may be that the PC acted
on information of its own or had something else in mind. In any
case, the resoclution only beclouds and befuddles. If it is a
~ peasant revolt against the govermment and landlords on the issus
of agrarlian reform, why cannot we give pollitical suppert, critical
or otherwise. True we could not give it direct polltical support
but surely critlcal support is ${ndicated since such a movement
would be progressive. It is true we cannot grant even critical
support but not for the reasbns givem - the reasons are not even
discussed in the resolution. They are that there 1s no peasant
movement in action, the active role of Stalinist imperialism and
the predominant inter-imperiallst conflict character of the pre-
‘sent political scene in China. _ :

The resolution indicates in several places that perhaps a ,
- Chlna resolutien is not really necessary, theat perha?s any resolu-
- tlon 1s gratultous or at least supereyogatory. "Our" role in

China 15 described as “"hypothetlcal® and "the question arises --
insofar as it is necessary that we have a pesition on such a situ-
ation," Little commént 1s needed to such statements, According
to the resolutlon an agrarian revelt challenging govermment and
landlords requires comment only "insofar as it 1s neceassary that

we have a position." This is a unique viewpoint. There is ne-
need to elaborate on the History of TrotskyBs t interest in Chinese

| - political affalrs, not tn mention coloninl revolts, or our elabor-

ate resolution of June, 1942, etc. kith such a dubious approach .
to the question the resulting resolution can be comprehended
at least from a psychologica; viewpolint, , :

- In the final sentence the phrase occurs "we do not give even
pelitical support to the movement." Since this haa been mcde
abundantly clear in the previous sections of the rosolution, this
may bo a misprint and should rcad “even critical support." If
the original has this latter phrase then it is a typographical
error which does, however, confuse.

I have attempted herc, in addition to criticism, 2 brief,
eneral and sketchy analysis which is more appropriate to the
. "situation" in my opinion as a basis for a resolution., I ask
the comrades to consider the nced for a clearer statoment,
| 984



USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS BY FASCIR®S
By R, Saunders

. In a recent bulletin issued by the party, the PC expressed
1ts position on the question of our party Cemanding that the
School Boards deny the use of school buildings to fasciats,

: The questlion first arose in Los Angelgs and San Francisco,
when the Civic organizations formed to combat Smith decided to
utilize the School Boards and other forms of public pressure,
In Los Angeles there were several hearings before the School
Board, at whileh the li,bllization for Democracy and Smith presen-
ted thelir respective cases. Many of the organizatlions affili-
ated to the Mobllizatlon spoke up individually and cdemanded that
Smith be denied the uase of the achool. ,

‘ Our representative attended the hearing but did not parti- °
cipate on the grounds that we, the Workers Farty, could not de-
mand that the School Board refuse a vermit to anycne. After
Comrade Oraper informed us of his polnt of view, both the Pe~.
dro and Los Angelos branches had lengthy discuasions on the
question., - ~ ' B : '

When we received the paﬁty bulletin, both Draper and those
‘of us who differed with him agreed that the party statement was
.inconsistent, . ’ . | i

In this article I wish to discuss Draper'!s position as i
stated verbally, and the PC position as stated in the bulletin,

. Comrade Draper has two major motivations for his posi--
~tlon; the flrst is that we, the revelutionists, are usually in
a.posltion where we demand the use of scho»dls and other oivil
liberties and if we go to any government .agency requesting or
demanding that clvil liberties be denied any one else, includ-
ing the fascists, we put ourselves in an impossible position

| because the following day, oll of our arguments ngalnst the

fosclsts are used agalnst us by the same school torard, In other
words, his main objection is the use of a double-edgefh weapon.,

Let's see whether this question really can be viewed in
the way for example, Uraper correctly views Barrett!s ideas en
-leglslating fasciam out of existernce,

: Our party has a position on the question of civil liber-
tles for the fascists. We are opposed te glving them the right
nf free speech and all the other liberties we demand fer work-
ing elass organizutions and minority groups. I do not wish ta
discuss whether or not this position is correct or incorrect _
because I must assume that the party as a whole agrees with this
pelicy. Unlike the Scecialist Tarty, we not only refrain from
pleading the "case" for the fascists, but our policy of mass -
bpicketing 1s clearly not only for purposes of protest but mainly
for the purpose of PREVENTING the fascist meetings., X
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- To whom do we express this position? To our party members,
sympathlzers, to the working class and the world at large. We
believe that this policy is correct, We don't apologize for
1t, we don't hide 1t, we don't express it secretly s among our-

- 8elves, We argue for it and defend it articulately in our
press. Why then must we hide it from the School Board?

Suppose we go to the School Brard and demand a permit for
ourselves., Suppose we have never asked the School Board te
deny Smith a permit: Yeesn't the School Byard still have a
plentiful supply of arguments against us? Can't we still ap-
pear inconsistent in THEIR eyes? Can't they pick up a ¢opy of
the New International, or Labor Action and throw our position

- right back in our faces? Of course., Our positien with the
School Bpard, our position in the courts, and our position in
the, eyes of the working class remains the same whether we have
gone to the School Board or not. DbDraper!s first argument can
stend up only 1f he adds to his position that our entire posi-
tion on civil liberties for the faseiats be kept underground,
qulet and unknown to anyone but ourselves.

. Suppose one week we picket a fascist meetling and prevent
them from meeting. The next week the fascists picket our meet~
ing and attempt to prevent us from meeting. Leaving aslde our
general line of defense, namely, Defense Squads, varied kinds
of independent oclass action, etc., would we not also make an

" appeal on the grounds of civil liberties to the pablic, and de~
mand that the governmment take action agalnst the fascist thugs,
Lest someone accuse me of depending upon the government to de-
fend the working class, let me make clear irmediately that thia
demand upon the government would be subsidiary to independent
class actlon and would be made primarily with a view to expos=-
Ing the state and its protection of fascist goons .,

Clearly, our actions one week would seem inconsistont with
our demands of the next week. Our successa.in both ventures would
deperd entirely upon the relationshp of class forees at the giv-
en moment., If we have sufficient strength we could succesafully

= challenge the fascist meeting ond the following week either
- smash the fascist picket line or arouse mass protest to the de-
= gree where we force the government to meet our demands or ex-

- .pose itself completely, :

The second argument Draper raises is similar to the PC pA-
s8ltion. It seems however that he has snswered his own argument
in his polemic against Barrett. He points out the foet that we
dn make demands upon the government and proceeds to enumerate
them. He makes clear thet the NATURE of the demands are declsive
He corrcctly points out that we cnnnot make demands which Bare
rett wishes to make, such as legislatinn which prevents the ex-
pression of opinlons, legidation which would obviously be used
primarily against us, E

© What 13 the nature of the demend thut the School Board
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deny Smith a permit? 1Is 1t a vague plece of legislation attemp~
~ ting to silence "undemocratio" attitudes? Iy it a pleoe of leg-
islation demanding that facts which are written or spoken musn't
be used to bring mallclious persecutlion upon s ameone? . Ar, is it
a demand which falls into the category of demands which Draper
would make upon the govermment? Is it the type of demand which
_satisfiés Oraper's conditions, 1) to expose the inability and
unwillingness of the government to fight fascist tendenoles,

and 2) that we take advantage of the differences of perspec-
tives within the capitalist class at a given moment and the ca-
pitalist government'!s initial reluctance to accept totalitarian
methods, .

When for example the question of fighting Smith comes up .
on the floor at a union meetlng or at the Mobilization for De-
mocracy, someone, under the illusion that the School Board re-
presents the people, gets up and says, "Let'as go to the School
Board and tell them we won't stand for fascists speaking in our
school buildings, Ve demand that they refuse Smith the permit."
What do we replay? We try to get the 1dea across that the
School Bpard is just another tool of the capitalist state, that
in all likellihood the reactionaries ‘on the Bpard are pro-Smith,
thet the capltalist gnvernment gives ald and support to the fas- -
- clists, etc., and the ONLY WAY WE CAN REALLY STOP THE FASCISTS IS

BY OIR OWN ACTION. . o :

- We say that we must be prepared to have a masa picket line
that will keep the fascists out of the hall, that we must have
workers defense guards to defend and protect our line agoinst
the fasclsts, etecs The worker replies, "Well, 0.K., let's have
a mass picket line, let's have some kind of organizntion te de-
fend ourselves. It's true that the bosses and government help
the fasclsts but after all, this Schonl Byard is supposed to
repreSﬁnt us and 1f wel're strong enough we can MAKRE them listen
to us, : o «

, How do we prove to the worker th:ut we are the most consis-
tent fighters cgainst fascism? - We should say, "The main thing
1s to be prepared to fight the fasclsts nur ewn way but let!s
go to, the School Board too. Let'!s mass In hundreds and thou-
sands, representatives of all unions and tell this School Board
that we will not tolerato the foscists in omr city, in owr -
schnols. We know thnt they are the worst enemies of the labor
movement, out to destroy our orgonizations, to take away our
demooratic rights, etc. Let's tell the School Board we 're go-
ing to picket and keep the foscists out, Let's insist with our

strength that they must refuse the permit,"

After we go to the ScHool Board in such o manner, not
cringing and begging, but with rnss strength, the School Board
will gencrally continue to grant the permit. Wpat then have
the workers learned? They have the best object lesson they can
possibly get on the nature of govermment ngencies and the ne=-
ceasity for depending upon themselves., Tpey huve yleldcd no-
thing. Thoy still continuc to prepare their picket lines only
now with renewed determination, T 987
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_ Suppose however, the School Beard does refuse the permit

as it did in San VYiego? upes th.t simrgthen the workers! illu-
'sions? Not at all. It drives home the point very emphatically
that the exertion of rnass pressure, the militancy of the workers
$3 the ONLY METHOD Of gaining any concessions from the govern-
‘ment. Here, Draper's two conditiocna are fulfilled and the thing
he fears ls not p esent. \le have done nothing which esstabZishes
legislatlon or for that matter even a precedent which ean be
used sgalinst us. . What we have done, is fought the lssue out on
~a semi-legnl plane a3 well as the plane of irndevendent actlon, -
and we have done 1t with one weapon, INDEPENDENT CLASS ACTICN.

-The PC position is far closer to this approach then to
Draperts. In actual fact, there were picket lines around the
Schonl Bgyard, and if saue or even most of the organizations
went in there with a spirit of pleading, and argued on the basis
of outlawing "subveraive" groups, certainly we, the Workers Far-
-ty rust distinguish ourvelves by our own unigue approach., '

‘ TPhe inconsistency in the FC position is that on the one lmd
1t agrees with Draper's position that we cunnot ask the Schocl
Board to deny the permit and In the fnllowing paragraph states
very emphatically that we do not have a "hands-off policy." We
should go to the School Poard, we should nake our protests heard
at the School Board, in other wordz, that we utilize thias gnv-
vernment agency td agitste far our polint of view, to expose the
‘Board, cnd possibly to pressure the Bosrd sufficlently to pre-
vent the meeting from occurrinrg by this prior demonstration.

On the basls of the TC position let's imaglne the dlalog
which might well take place &t tie Schiool Board. ‘

- Workers Partvy: We proteat the granting cf this permit. We coun=-
- sXtar the holding of gficeting by Snith a rrovoecation. If this

. permit is granted we will organize a demonatration against the

meeting, picket the building in which the necting 13 held and

attempt to arouse the working class to action.

Board of Educatlion: Do we understand you to say that you are
demanding th:t we refuse Smith the pernit?

Workers Party: Certainly not, whit do yeu think we are, class
collatorators? We want you naither to.-grant ncr rcfuse the per-
mit, we are uncencerned Wwith that questien. Ve are mersly here
to inform you that if you do grant it we will pickct. :

Board of "‘Education: Well, when you first came in here you sald
that you protested the granting of the permit, now you say you

"don't wish to cdiscuss the question of gronting the permit, Be~
side which, ynour pickets outside hnve placards saying that the

School Bgard givea ald to the fuscista. It would ceem then that
you wish us to refuse the permit, to stop giving ald to the fas-
CiStﬂ. S ) ’ »
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Workers Party: It's clear to us that you are agents of the ca-
pltalist class and as such permit the fascists to organize and
grow, in fact, even asslst them in such growth, We, for our
part are just telling you what we thimk of you.

-Board of Education: Well then, get out of here before we send
- you to the asylum where you belong. :

- Now, of course, this is an exageration, but 1f the PC pnsi-~
- tlon is read carefully, that 13 literally the sort of dilemma

~ i1t leasds to. If the FC was merely trying to make clear the d4dif-
ferent approaches possible then I must agree with their position.
The question of the begging or class collaborationist approach;
and the approach of demands in the form of mass mressure and - .
militant sctivity is pertinent not only to this question but to
every field of work. It should be made clear by the PC that
they do not support Draper!s position of "hands off", that they
are not straddling the. fence and taking both positions at once,
"If we go to the School Board with a picket line to protest,

that meons we are demanding the refusal of the permit.

\
'
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REPLY OF D. COOLIDGE TO R, SLUNDER

-

Before submitting your school beard pilece for the Internal
Bulletin I thought it would be well to discuss with you certain
aspects of the position which you %take. You say "unlike the
Socialist Party, we not only refraln from nleadin the "case"
for the fascists, but our policy of mass plcketing is clearly
not only fcr purposes of protest but mainly for the purpose of
PREVENTIIG the foscist meetings." You say further thit we tell
the work 1ng class whot our position is, we don't hide it, Then
you ask, "Why then must we hide it from the school board?" Ve
do not hide it from the School Board. The corrmunicstion said
that we g0 to the School Board and "protest the granting of this

.permit. Ve consider the holding.of a meetling by Smith or any
other fascist a provccution. If this permlt . is granted we will
organize a demonstrztion against the Neot*ng, picket the build-

4 ing in which the meetlnr 15 'held and attempt to arouse the work-

- ing class to action." Thet is, we serve notice on the School

4 Board thnt we are going to call on the working class to teke ac-

tlon if Smith holds s meeting. Vie are not concerned primarily

with whether or not the School Board does or does not grant a

permit. VWhat ve are primarily concerned with 1s the fascists
holding the meeting. Ve would say to the School Board, to the
public or to anvbodv else that we will not Dedcefullv or quletly
permit fascists to hold reetinbs.

: If we picketed a fascist ieeting one week and the fasclsts
picketed our mseting the fcllinwing week vou ask, "would we not
also make an appezl on the grounds of civil llberties to the
public and anm nd thet the government take nction agninst the
fascist thugs." You add, "that this demﬂnd upon the government

- would be uubsidiary ‘o indet rendent class actlion and would be
made  primarily with o view to exposing the stite and its pro-
‘ teution of fascist 5oons.'

~

I do not think this is correct. It would be necessary for
us to use the scome measures for the protection of our meetings
agalinst the fasclsts as we used in attempting to keep the fas-
cists from holding =« meetirg. We suy the fnascist meeting is a
provoention. W, would attempt to arcuse the working class to
stop the quCiStu from geing bhrou sh with this movoc:tions In-
‘the case of our meeting or any Vorkirp claas mecting we would
also attempt to crouse tne woricing clnas to défend that meeting.
In both cases tbe police, that is, thc govarvrent, would prob-
ably be on hand "to preserve law and order." We might find the
police perpetriting a provocztion also. The important point is
that we would zttempt to arcuse the uor&iwr clazss agninst the
fascits, I it connit be done there can.be no efficacy ‘in eall-
inp on the govcrrment for prctection. : .

At the bime of the Hndisen Squire Garden fagolst moeting
“we did not call on the mayor to rcevoke the permit for the meet-

990




~24

ing. We took the initiative and called on the working class
and all other antli-fascists to support the cemonstration.

It seems to me that there would be no point in massing
"hundreds and thousands, representatives eof all unions and tell
this Schocl Bgpard thdt we will not tolerate the faseists in our
city, in our schools.," The place tn nass hundreds and thou-
.sands is at the place where the fascists are meeting. This 1is
what we should say to the workers in ke unionss Vorkers are
already too ruch indoctrinated with the notion that they should
go to governrent groups, to Congress and the Presldent for re-
lief in such cases a3 this.

~In the days of the unemployment movement we used to mass .
thousands of workers zround relief stations or on the lawn of
the State Capitnl. We céid this because we were demanding gone-
thing of a very material sort, that 1s, relief which the state
had the power to grant or to refuse. However, if we found a
relief worker snooping around to discover whether or not a man
was :working, we did not renort this to the relief board. We had
. other ways of taking care of such snoopers. You say that ln San
Diego, I believe, "there were picket lines around the School
Board." Wihat we have to enphasize to the workers is that the
real point of contact against the fascists is not the Sehool
Board but the place where the fasclsts themselves are assembling.

- You 3ay that the PC posltion is inconsistent, but I do not
think you are sorrect about this. W, do mot go to the School
Board "to agitate for our point of view to expose the Bpard,
and possibly to pressure the Bpard suf;iciently to Drevent the
meeting from occuring by this prior deﬂons+rutlon. We go to
the School Bpard as the commmnication says, "representing the
"class interests of the proletariat, warms txe permit granting
authoritlies that the working class will be cdlled on to resent
the provocatlcn and to resecnt in actinn and to repudiste by a
demonstration all those who collaborate in any form with the
.fascists." We simply tell the Board that we do not intend to
ignore any actlon which they nay take. When we say to the Board
that we will "arouse thc working class to sction" we are really
warning the governmentz=l agency that we intend ourselves to stop
the fasecliats., ' S ' :

The Imaginary conversation between the WD representatlive
and the School Bourd would nsever take prlace in the way which
you outline 1t. The I'C positlon dnca not czll for a demonstra-
tion at the School Board. There would be no pickets outside
with plzeards, only s cormittee inside telling the Bhard that
we were golng to stop the fascists from meeting. What the
Board does 1a their business not ours,. If the Beard says, "It
would seem then that you would wish us to rafuse the permit
to stop giving 2id tn the f”SCl?tS", we would not reply as you
indicate¢, by s=ying to the Board, it 1s clear to us that you
are agents of the cripitalist claqs We would know before we
went to the Bﬁxrd that i1t is an agent of capitalism, We weuld
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only say what the cemmunic tion s=ys. OCf course we would protest
the granting of the permit. Cur presence in the becard room weould
be an expression against the gr:inting of the permit. The import=
ant thirg is what is suid to th: Jdoard, ni.mely, that.we consider
a Fascist meeting a provocatien und thst we will crcusc the-
working class agalnst it. ’

. If we were deusling with tihic matter in thc union, this voint

- 1s also covered in the comunic:tion. Cnly wherc the union voted
for ¢ demonstrztion at. the Poard of “ducation, would there be
this kind of procedure. We might not be abls to demonstrate or
prove t6 the union that the nroper placeend the onlﬁ ni-ce for a
moss demonsirstion would be ot the plaze wheore the fasclsts were
holding their meeting. If the unlon went to the svonrd to denand
that the permit bo denled e would, of course, go along with them.
There is n differcnce betwezn the procedure of ths Party acting
on its own and what party rmembers would be czlled upon to do acting
as members of s unicn. The nerty would procced as outlined in the
first part of this letter. +in the union, houever, the procedure
would hnve- to be different.

_ The 1-st thing I want to call to your attention is that the
cormunicotion waa for the party. Yherc sre soms points, I
~ suppose, t.nt nced further clurification or ¢laborution. I think
_however, that the positlon is sound, a2nu thnt there 1s no
inconsistency. <+f there is ony inconsistency it is of the type
which always exists ln consctlon with quaesticons which must be
worked out in the course of tactic:l procedure.

-

" Fratc¢rn.lly yours,

prvid Voolidge,
Natinn-~l VUrganizetion Soc
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