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RESOLUTION ON THE UNITED STATES

INTRODUCTION

Sharp class battles, a continuing temsion in all phases
of ‘American political and economlc life lie ahead. Just asa
in 1ts international relationa the course of victorious United
States imperialism will be wracked by crises and cunflicts no
less serious in their sum than those that produced World War
II, so will the sparks of class confllct and economic cycle in
the United States itself expose the inner core of cepitalist
insteblility. American capitalism may achieve a suriace stabili-
ty, certeinly in comparison with the rest_of *the world over a
great part of which it stands as master. . Beaneath that surface
however the explcsive elements of caplitalist chaos, imperial-
ist rivalry, class warfare and international discontert are
easily discernlble. ,

Alone among the capitalist nations, the 'nited States 1s
today capable of contlnuing the wartime eccavnc revival into
8 period peacetime boom. ®“ut the economic energlss ibat were
relensed by ‘the war's termination are parallel2d by the class
energy of the Ameri:csu proletariat. Vigorous econonic ac-

. tions, as characteristic cof,the American worxing class as its
political backwardness, will be prticularly characteristic
‘nf the period ahead. To translate this class vigor into
political Independence is at once the sreat need of the Amer-
can working class and the partlcular ~2sponsibility of revolu-
tionists. Linked with this responsibility are opportunitlies
of genuine dimension. - The party proved 1its revolutionary
measure and its distinctive ability to convey the transitional
program into the specific-context of the Americon life during
the war years. With a membership deeply rooted in the fac-
‘tories and unions, and armed with the transitional program
the party has every reason to face ,the period ahead with con-
fidence in its growth and the reception of its program. ‘

To intervene effectively in the class struggles of the
American worklng class as its consclous revolutionary vanguard,’
the party must thoroughly understand the positlion and apecial
contradictions of American capltallsm:

- PRE-WAR CAPITKLISM AND THE UNITED STATES

1. The United States emegrged from the First World. Im-
perinlist War as the greatest single capltallst power as a re-
sult of. its enormous economic strength. The emergence of the
United States as the greatest single capitalist power, however,
was not.accompanied by a political development of the American
bourgeolisie corresponding to lts econcmic power, a fact which
is no longer true today. The American bourgeolsle after 1918
-pemained largely isolationlst in Its forelgn policy.

‘2. The factor which militated sgualnst an "{nternctionalist"
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political development by the American bourgeolisie was the con-
tinued internal exponslion of the native ecenomy, the existence
of o market potentlal at heme to absorb an increasing national
capltal sccumulation. This single factor has now been largely
dlssipated by (g) ¢ still greater Jincregse in accumulated na-
tional capltal produced by the war and ‘b) the imporative ne-
cessity of the American bourgeolsle to turn to th:2 world wmarket
to overcome the descline in profits, i.e., to overcome the mark-
et limitations at home, cnd to make up for this constrictiom

in its natural environment b+ the wonomic conquest of the
World . ’ - V ‘

3. 1in the pre-war years, the world heurgeoisie attempted
to solve its notionsl and international problems Aduring 2 period
of the univers:ul decay of capitglism througn solution of
{ts class problems, firse by class colluboration, and second,
by fasclsm. By insreasing the exvioitaigicy of the workiang -
closses it had hoped to m intain an uninterrunied exploltation
of the petty-bourgeols mngses and the colornin’ world.

The first rethod wns employed in the "pricher" countries,
or in those nations vhich, while themselves pocr rcsted upon
the wealth and explolt-ation of colonial empire. (England,
France) In these countrics the copltalist economy funcsioned
on the basis of @ bourgeols-labor reformlst conlition which
blunted the class struggle. :

The secsnd method was cmployed by the "have not"
nations (Ccrmany, Japan and Italy). For them, the road to
fascism or totalltfrianism was inevitable, especlally since a
stalemate in class relations made the totalitarian regime in-
dispcnsable for the organization of thelr economlies in a
struggle against their rival imperiallisms.

4. . All the big powers sought to reorganlze their econo-
mies in an sutarchic direction and by increasing state lnter--
vention and control of the notional economies. The degree of
this control and intervention dependedvthen,-aé it does now,
upon particular and peculiar national conditions and on the
position of the various powers held in relation to the world
market. 4

The world crisis rcvealed the inability of the
bourgerisie to solve its dilemma. The increasing intervention
of the state in the economy Was & recognition of the truly
snscinl character of productlon which had passed beyond the
traditional confines of capitalist private owrgership and con-
trol. - :

THE WAR ECONOMY IN THE UNITED STATES

5. With the outbreak of hostilities the pence economy
became o war economy and in 2 relatively short space of time
uncmployment was liquidated, the etonomy surpassed its former

¥in o national market which long before the war Was'already

outg_rown 8 4 b
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high lcvels ond profits werse reestablished at undrcamed=-of
heights. This economic revival was based on the production of
means of destruction, which tends more and more to become the
normal basls for the economye. : '

6. The war economy was a state-d..ected economy., Tne state
played an enormous role in the lncrease of capita. acsumulation,
controlled productive resources, integrated p ofits with war
needs, established price, wage and job control, crested forced
savings systems, increased taxatlon, established rlorities in
materials, _The~state planned the war economy. productlon and
distributlon; 1t handed ovt contracts and determlined the pay-
ments and the profits of industry. The whole economy was sub-
jected to war end integroted with war neccs, all of it deter-
mined and directed *y the state - a state which was completely
in the hands of the big bourgeolsic.

7. This was a war of monopoly capitalism. The victory in
the war was a victory of the vig Lourgeolsis vhich increased its
political as well as economlic powear, Represeucatives of the big
bourgeolsie teok charge of the wn: economy as particlipnats and
directors of their state., In this procsss, the tig bourgeolsie
triumphed rmore conciusively over aii other segments of the cap-
{talist social structure than ever before. It redused the power
of the middle classes, small manufacturers and weaker rivals;
i1t ousted the reformists (the New Dealers) from the government
and sounded the death knell of the New Deal, The war not only
brought the monopolistic ruling class directly into goverument g
but forced changes in the political conceptlons of the big bourge-~
oiste. The big bourgeoisie, always imperialist, has brcken with
1ts “I1solatlonist" past and become “interventionist". Isola-
tlgnism as a serious politioal phenomenon in American life has
ended. '

8. The war also compelled change: in the attitude of the
big bourgeoisie toward the state and its relatlon to the conomy.
It nccepts state intervention and state 21d in its economy and
the political problems which flow from such intervention. In
this transitional period, however, the bourgeoisle seeks to
keep down to a_minimum state intervention 1n domestic eoonomy,
while it acknowledges and demands full cooperation of the state
in the coming assault on the world market. The degree of state
intervention in the American economy will depend entirely on
the developments of the next period. In Europe, this pooess
of state intervention and statification of economy has matured
more fully, but on the Continent too, this process varies with
the different countries and is determined by relatlve richness,
resources and power of the individual nations, _

9. The most astounding feature on the economic side of
America's develomment in this war period has been the enormous
expansion of production from an industrial potential which was
underrated by everyone -~ the bourgsolisle, the government, tha
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Axls powers. But this very expanalon in productlon is the fore-
runner of future crises which will shatter the very foundatlon
of American caopitalism. The rise in production was accompanied
by the elimination of unemployment and an absolute growth in the
ranks of the prcletariat, a factor of enormous significonce for
the revolutionary scclalist movement. . : ‘
10, In the first yecrs of the war, the economic rise was
tremendous. Production rose from the level of $100 billlion
with $2 billion of 1/50th of that amount devoted to war produc-
tion in 1940 to %155 billions with $85 bllllons or 40 times the
1940 figure devoted to war mroductlon by 1943, Between tne years
1939~44, the gross natlonal moduct, allowlin; for prlce changes,
‘rose by fifty per cent. A significart neross ¢f this war pro-
duction 1s thet the civilian segnsnt - 'ceedad the normal years
of 1937 or 1939.

11. The end of the wir economy finds T,S. cavoitalism faced
with grave protlems produced by thie ever-expansion of cgpital
goods” industries and the growth of the working class. *‘he over-
expansion of plant and the improvemsnt of producticn msans that
the bourgeoisie will be driven to c¢arry out an aggressive im-
perialist policy abrcad to overcome the ghricking naticnal mar-
. ket., With the end of the war and ths end of goverument expendi-
tures, a restriciion of production from war levels is inevitable.
The growth in the working class will add to the normal peace~
time srmy of uuemplovment whichlas become a2 permanent feature of
American capitalism. ~ v

12, Each class will strive for supremacy in the next stage
of development of U, S, 'capitalism., %he bourgeoisie has emerged
more powerful than ever from this war, though lts power rests
‘upon a foundation that is in actuallty extremely unstsbde, The
working claass, which has seen the government perform "miracles"
during the war, unemployment liquidated, the construction of

new factories, the enormous rise in productlion to feed the war

. machine, will not rest content with a return to the "good old
days." The masses have seen the possibilities of productlon
under conditions of the war, have seen the¢ governmment plan for
war production and achleve its essential goals end they will
want these same "miracles" performed for them during peace.

These are the two irreconcilable currents in American 1life
today: a powerful bourgeoisie seeking new flelds for expansion,
zealously defending its war riches, =1 flghting desperately to
prevent any lowering of its profit position, secking to solve
its post-war problems by reducing employ:ient and maintaining
production at a high level on the "basis of an improved produc=-
tion potential and lowering the living standards of the masses;
a proletariat which has grown in size and strength, whlch has
seen what 1s possible in the way of production and employment
and which will fight vigorously for an lmproveient of 1ts eco-
nomic position, develocping Lts struggles beyond the picket line
to a higher social and political level, 848
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13. The United States has arrived nt the zenith of its Frowth
tn a most unfavorable world situaticn-  the 1nten§1f1cation of
the dlsintegration of internntional c: oitallsm. “his intensi-
fled decay of capitallism Ls refleoted by (a) the destructlion of
once grect capitallst powers (Germany, Japan &nd Iialy); (v) the

. transformation of Europe into a verlitable wasteland in which the

majority of the courtries find themselves in a state of econgmic

collapse (Franfe, Czechoslovakla, etc.); (c¢) the decline of “ng- .
1and to a second-rate powc¢r subordinated to the power of U.Ss,

capitalism; (@) a colonlal world in great ferment seeklng .to
overthrow the rule of imperialism, '

14, The outstanding feature of the world today is that
there is no durable peace, stability or s uiiibrlum, ut 1t 1is

‘precisely this peace, stuDility and equllibrium whilch United

States imperlalism requires to achicve its world aims, *he do-
minating purpose.of the amsriccn ruling clasgs is to achieve ex~
clusive and complete control of the world market 1In all 1ts

‘varying forms,. .saced with increasing difficu.ties, the bourge-

oisie will arive on all the more determinedly nnd ruthlessly
than ever before to meke certain thet no other rivsl ray serious-
1y share in the world booty. Amexisan lmperialism will seek to
put not only “urope, but the whole world, on rations and to re-
duoe her erstwhile Allieas to the position of economic and poli-
tioal 'vassal states, .

15. The more difficult becomes the problem of establishing
the world hegemony of Amerilcan imperialism in Europe, Asia and
South America, the more determinedly will the ruling class be
driven to assert lts power, But Amcrican power rests today on
a world powder-barrel., Only two_great powers have emerged from
this war, the United States and Rusria. Betweon thom they are
dividing the world, and preparing for 2 new and greater struggle .

- Russials bureaucratic ruling class relies on its resources at

home and world Stalinism to help it create a vast empire out of
contiguous territories. The Unlted States counts heavily on her
enormous economic and military might, plus the declining power
of Great Britain and her satellite states.

16, The consequences of a successful economlc conquest of
the world by the United States will be the destructlion of the
independence of other countries, or at best their reduction to
a state of quasi-independegce, continucd cconomic dependence of
the nationa on the United “tates must bring about a correspond-
ing politlcal dependence of these countries, ’

17. But United Staotes imperialism will find the pnth toward
its conquest of the world filled with almost insurmontable ob-
stacles, Tnhe furopean market has becen largely destroyed. Given
condltions of peace and no rivals, 1t is posslble for #merlcan
papltalism to ressurect that market end reconstruct the Conti~
nent, But the procondition for that is the virtual economlie,
and therefore political, domination of the Suropenn masses.
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U.8. inperialism, however, is confronted with a Europe which is
half dominated by Bussia, with Stalinism in a strong positien

in the other half,. It is faced with an impoverished and rebel-
lious people in all countries whose mere resistance would in-
crease tenfold the difficulties of U..L. exploitation of Europe.
Even if these obstacles were not so great and a peaceful exploi-
tation of the Continent were possible, 1t would be many years
before the American bourgeolsie could profit from it.

The post-war problems of imperialist mastery demand varlatlons
in solution. Thus the specific applications of U.S, policy are
different in Germany and Javan though the over-all policy is the
game, ©On o varlety.of minor iksues,’ MacArthvr may pursue his own
line independent of the administration's program in order tc en=-
hance his own factional political interests. but in the totallity
of his rule he is effecting the program of the Amer&can bourge-
oisie. Such division of rule the U.,S, accepted in “ermeny, it
‘resisted in Japan, After severe dit -matic maneuvers and cri-
ses i1t ylelded somewhat, but no more than it had to and not
enough to challenge its supremacy. In_Europe it can rcly on
Britain and Francé. to counterbalande Fussian influense without
~an. independerntly strong Germany. In Japan, the United Stotes
has acted to re~establish quickly the functioning of Japanese
capitalism and even given same encouragement to a superficlal
democratization of the land, by way of consolidating its rule
and utilizing it as an obstacle to Russian ambitions.

18, In Asia, U.S. imperialism i3 met with the same kind of
reaistance. Strong opposition from Russia which seeks to pene-
trate that continent, resistance from Great Britain which holds
on vigorously to its vast colonlal empire and the rising tide
of colonial rebellion, all point to the single fact that assured
American domination of the world has still to be won and is
long and cenvulsion-strewn way off, : o

19. No matter what the turn of eventa may be, the present
world situation 1s a highly explosive one. he struggle of the
‘powers for world domination ccn only engender new strugles of
the proletariat and colonial peoples for economic and political
freedom. It is precisely in this veriod that the U.,S, imperial=-
list counter-revolution will be more thoroughly asserted and mare
clearly revealede.

20, The imperative necessity which U.S, caplitalism flnds for
world expansion in order to live, means that it must pursue an
imperialist policy with great vigor and intensity, even though.
this imperialism will not need and not necessarily proceed along
exactly the "classic" lines followed for so many centuries by
Great Britain, U.S, imperiallsm will endeavor to achieve 1ts
alms at first on the basls of its tremendous economic power and
the reduction of its rivals to pliant rivals, But this imper=-
falism will be bolstered up by enormous military forces of every
description. The whole epoch is a military one in which the
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" place and world alms, .

‘goale are being established as part of the gradual but unmis-
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great -world problems are decided in the last onalysis on the ba- )
sls of powers The bourgeoisie of this cquntry\will not again be i
caught unprepared especially with 1ts new awareness of 1lts world

21 . Permanent and professibnal military forces on 2 huge

takable rise of militarism as a permanent system in the United
States, (General Mapshall, for example, called for a peacetime
army of 4,000,000 men) « Vhile we are still a distance from a
militarization of 1life in this country, the tendencles can be
clearly dlscerned now {n the very manner 1n which the government
increasinily operates on the basis of .ecrees and enormously

.£s state powers. These are evidsnces of a growing
Bonapartist'character of bourgeols state r1le in the United

‘States, even though they have not developed nearly to_the com=

plete forms whioch exist in the devastated nationa of Europe.

The bourgeoisle has taken the initial steps for the establlish-
ment of a gwrmgnentfconscripted military force a8 {ta weapon a=
broad, as well as at home, to seoure 1ts international end domes-—
tic power. ‘Ty1a” 1s one aspect of the Europeanization of Ameri-
oan 1ife, One of the main tasks of the working olass, and _es-
pecially the party, will be the struggle against the compulsory
military training, permanent peacetime conscription and the
militarization of 1life. As a powerful weapon in this struggle,
the party must gtrengthen 1ts campalgn agalnﬂt conscription un~
der its slogan: Let the People Vote on Conscriptiont

22, In this very ﬁefiod, the defense of the European masses .

and the colonial peoples will become one of the foremost tasks
which confront the revolutionary Marxists of the United States.

The defense of the European proletarlat and the colonlal peo-

ples must not only be waged against all imperialisms 1n general,
the imperinlism of khe Big Three, but in the first place, against
U.S. imperiallsm., ~his means that the FParty must becomse the
foremost champlon of the national freedom and indepondence of
all countries and all colonles,

This question 13 extremely important In view of the way in '
which the conservative labor officinldom, assisted by the Stale

" "inlsts campaigned for the Bretton Woods program as the means of

increasing the forelgn tr&de of the country, and thus provide
5,000,000 jobs at home. <+he Party must carry on a campaign of
education among the working class in order to help it understand
why 1t cannot and must not become & tool of U,S. imperiallsm as
supporters of imperiallist aggression abroad.

THE PERIOD AHEAD

3. With all the great difficultles which confront U.S.
capitalism the fmmediate period nhead will most likely witness
a temporary economic boom. This boam period will Dbe based on
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tremendous millions still at work, by substantial backlog of
fenmand for consumer goode after the deprivations of the war
years, and huge accumulated rezerves. It will also be aidad by
a brief spurt in the export of capital and consumer commodities,
which coming after the war years will provide a basis for a
considerable production.

24. Betause of its richness and power, U.S. capitalism is
very resilent and is in a position, by virtue of its interna-..
tional strength, to forestall a coilapse in the immediate per-
jod ahead. But the coming "prosperity" will be limited by the
heavy weight of war debts, increasing goverament consumption
(the huge bureaucracy), maintenance of a huge peacetime army,
the contradictions of European reconstruction and the over-ex-
pansion of capital goods industries over consuuers goods. Thus,
the expected boom will heve an extremely temporary and tenuous
character with millions of unemployed and a lower standard of
living for the masses.

25. But taking all the world and domestic factors into
congideration a severe crisis of U.S. capitalism is inevitable.

When, exactly, this crisis will come is difficult to determine,

but when it arrives it will be more far-reeching and catastro—
phic in social coneseguences ior the ruling classes than any
previous crisis. It w:ill be produced by the ever-widening -gap
between productive capacity and actual production, the decline
of the home market, the decline in profits which will drive the
bourgeoisie to undertake & whole series of desperate iBperial-
- ist adventures. This crisis will come at a t ime when the cepi=
talist world is far worse off than it was in 1929-39. It will
be featured by mass unemployment, fierce struggles, and a
greater class consciousness on all sides, & factor which is even
present today. ~ ’ o

- 28. Already, important changes have taken place in the
conduct and political thinking of the classes. All classes
and groups now turn to the state for assistance. This new at-

- tention paid to the state is a phenemenon of great significance

in characterizing the gpoch of permanent social crisis of ca-
pitalism. It is a tesdency that is world wide in scope and
has been sharpened a¢ a result of the experiences of the Se-
cond World War. - ' :

The big monopolists seek to strengthen their control over
the state as well as the economy, i.e., endeavor to control
" vigorously and tightly the policies of the sdministration zm
thus create a more powerful resistance to the demands of the
masses. In the immediate period i* takes the form of a de-
mand for (a) the scrapping of or r-surning to the bourgeoisie
of government plants to prevent competition with big business;
(b) abolition of and decrease of taxes on the bourgeoisie to
place neavier burdens cn the masses; (c¢) lifting of all govern—
ment controls on business and restrictions on labor; (d) abo-
lition of or weakening of social legislaticn, etc. -

- 852
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27. The monopolists l1ook Yo the state as a means of tri~-
tmphing over the masses. The riiddle classes and the prolotar-
] iat, as well as the farmers and the veterans likewise look %o
ﬁ~  the government for assistance. Having seen what the government
. is oapable of in war, for the purposes of destruction, having
seen the government build new plarts and provide the capital
end means for operating these plants, having seén the govern-
ment guarantee costs and guarantee profits for the capitalists,
the masses increasingly dcmend the same type of things for

themselves.

They have observed the enormous productive apparatus of
the United States at work. ' They have witneczsed an enormous
pouring out of goocds during the war years. "he masses refuse

%o "understand” why it was possible to do all these things dur-
ing war and not during peace. ‘Their demands for jobsa and se-
curity will and are already ascqguiring an encrmous gocial sig-
nificance and must auto:atically eoquire a gimilar political
significance. : . ’

28. - That this is so, can beeseen from the struggle of the
automobile workers at the end of 1945 and steel, packinghouse
and electrical workers at the beginning of 1946. The demands
of the union have gone far beyond the simple bread and butter
demands of traditicnal American unionism. Today, the unions
are ocompelled, by the exireme urgency of the economic and po-
" 1itical eituation to make demands whioch go to the very root of
the capitalist social order. For demands which raise the ques-
tion of profits, prices and the accounting of giant corpora-
. tions are only the first step, for the American working class
~ an enormous forward step, in eocial and political conscious-
' ness. The resistance of the bourgeoisie to these demands by
_ the labor movement and its resistance to the struggle of the
" ‘'workers cah only”increaee‘the~determination of ‘the working clasg- -
to struggle all the harder for such demands: " .

c 29. The struggle of the workers today is for security, in
which the fight for jobs and wages is its chief concrete man-
' ifestetions. Ae already indicated, this struggle is not a mere
. bread and butter struggle. Having invaded the private world o
property rights of the bourgeoisie, the working class turns to
the government and demands that it «3s8ist in achieving these
demands.This awareness of government and its role in the class
struggle can have only one effectt developing the political
consciousness of the masses, for turning to the government for
assistance in the struggle against the bourgeoisie, will re~
gsult in increasing the political thinking and "consciousness of
the masses. Thus, a rise in social consclousness on the part
of the working class is inevitable, though this social con-
soiousness may not be, in its initial stages, a socialist oon-
sciousness. Part of the bourgeoisie understands this change in
the mood of the masses. Wallace, in his program for 60 million
jobs and the administration in its full employment, reveal
their own awareness of the acute nature of the question.
| 853
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30. The working clasgs will feel its strength in the com-
ing boom period; its confidenece will grow. This is alreadly
evidenced by the militancy of the workers struggle in auto and
in a series of other basic industries. A fighting revolution-
ary program finds as its locus this struggle for security in
the battle for wages, the f ight for nationalization of indus-
try, the political independence of the working class, the la-

. bor party and a workers government, and the international soli-

darity of labor against imperialism and the counter-revolution.,

3l1. The American revolutionary Marxiste and the working
class have heavy responsibilities to the international working
class as well as to themeelves. They must nmeet the bourgeois
offensive at home end the imperialist offsncive abroad in a

- world faced with the choice of capitalist barbarism or social-
-ism. The American proletariat is : rong and well organized

economically. It is etill fresh, vigorous and daring. But it
has no effective means to counteract the strategy of the bourge-—
oisie beyond its economic organizations and economic struggle.
That is to may, the American working class has no program to
combat the bourgeoisie politically. Yet it ie upon the poli-
tical development of th2 working class that the whole future
struggle depends. ‘ ‘

The masses continue to follow bourgeoias reformism. Its

‘political yearnings are blocked off by a oconservative and of-

ten reactionary labor officialdom. Yet & etrong and persie- .
tent current for independent political action exists through-~
out the labor movement. The inhibiticns and frustrations felt
by the working class during thew ar are now ending and great -

struggles which cannot but fail to have sharp politiocal char-
acter will ensue. : :

E o it T e ST

" 'YHE STRUGGLE FOR THE LABOR PARTY

32. The enalyses made in the 1944 convention resolution

‘on the struggle for the labor party continue to be the line of

the party. The line of the resolution has proved to be cor-
rect in all essential aspects. There are prospects of shifts
within the bourgeois political parties, which in themselves

- are an expression of the highly explosive political character

of the coming period. Expression of third party sentiment is
growing. This sentiment covers a wide political field, touch—
ing both the Democratic and Republican parties. It exists.in
the PAC and has been joined by the American 8talinists. The
"] ijberals" of the two capitalist r::-ties have issued thelr.
customary warning to the reactionaiy tops of their respeotive
parties that unless "progressive" policies are adopted, they
may seek the road of a new third party composed of.the npro-
gressives" in both parties, as well as the large "1ndepen@ent“
political forces in the United States. " Henry A. Wallace is
now being touted as the possible leader of a new third party.

854



~11

Third party advocatce countt heavily on the support of the
1g¥or movement on the theery ¢hat such a party would represent
_ "independent political action¥ by labor. Exactly what the la-

Por leaders think on this guestion is not known. But at veri-
ous times labor officials have participated in third party
movements end the e xtreme political backwardness of the labor
off%cialdom could make them the prey of a third party move-
men 0] ' ’

" The fact that the Communist Party now advocates & third
party will add to the confusion of the workers which must
accompany & third party movement. These faotors, singly and
collectively, illustrate how a thi. . bourgeois party would
endanger the American working cless. It could only serve %o
‘head off the development of & lebor party. The struggle for
a labor party demands a simultaneous strugzle against a third
party which would merely mean three bourgeois parties in place
of the existing two. ' . ‘

33. The rise and development of the PAC movement is
highly significant. While it has some of the tharacteristics
of the ancient trade union political policy of treward your
friends and punish your enemies" it is an essentially new and
 different movement. The PAO marked the first nation-wide or-
ganization of the trade unions in this country for political

struggle as trede unions. It is organized on s tate, county,
and local bases, composed of trade unionists. As & result of
its trade union base, the PAC hasdemonstrated an auazing ca-
pacity for agitation and mobilization of the "labor vote."

It did in fact win the last presidential electicn for Roose-
velt gust a8 it elected many congressmen. While the PAC has.
proved itself to be a virile and important fact in bourgeois
politics, it has not engaged in genuine working class poli-
tics. By 1ts base and the extent of its organization, the
PAC can begome a decisive factor for working elass poiitios.
That means that the PAC must first be wonto the idea of a
labor party. This means o confliot with the leadership of
the PAC whigh is determined to prevent this kind of develop-
ment. In view of the aforementioned Bituation, our slogan
fturn the PAC into a Labor Party" must Be pursued with special
vigor in t he coming period as part of the campaign for & la-
bor party. '

34. lLabor Partyism will rise in the next period, if not
as an organization ready to challenge the capitalist politi-
" cal parties, then as sn active issue which will constantly be
before the iabor movement. AlTready the labor leaders "threa—
ten" the government that they too can take the road of the
British Labor Party. Green and MNurray have already warned
the Administration thet unless it acts in behalf of the wor-
kers they may assist in the establishment of a labor party.
That is not to mean that they seriously countenance such a
oourse, but ‘these labor leaders feel the powerful sentiments
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$f a militant rank and file and may find it necessary to em-
Park upon a course of indepenccent political action. In view
of the political situation in the country, it is possible that
there can be a vigorous rise of the labor party movement in
the kind of class struggle condition in which the working
class finds itself. It is the duty of our Party to orient it-
self toward this situation, to exploit it fully for the pur-

pose of aiding the political and class consciousness of the

Mmerican working class.

CONCLUSION

A

‘ ‘1. The Party must seek to deepen ifg roots in the working
class and the union movement by creating/orgam ization: whose
membership is in the factories and active in the labor move-
ment. Its membership must be in the forefront of the struggle
of the organized workeirs for security, seeking to develop the.
progressive forces of labor in struggle for the labor party
and the economic advancement o the masses. The party must

~ vigorously push ite tranéitional and reconversion programs as

the programs of the labor movement in its struggle against ca-
ital. In this way and only in thisway, can the political and
class conscious development of the American working class be

essisted and directed toward' socialist ideas and organization.

3. On the politicai fields, the party must be the out~
standing champion of the political and economic interests of

the working class. This means a more active application of its -
- political decisions and slogans. From the analysis of the si-

tuation and perspeotives, the slogans for the coming period
are indicated in the transitional and reconversion programs:

. For security and a living wage!

For jobs for all and a guaranteed annual wage!

Against peacetime conscription! Let the people vote on
conscriptiont . . ‘

For the national freedom of all countries!”

For the aational independence of all coloniesl!

Withdraw American troops from foreign countries!

For nationalization of industry under workers control!

For #n independent labor par:; @ -

For a workers governuent!

3. The struggle for demooratio rights will be intimately
connected with the general class struggle. This struggle for
democratic rights cannot be fought witnout intimately linking
it with the struggle for democracy in Europe, Asia and Latin
Amerieca, for the right of self-dctermination of all peoples.
This struggle will be part of the internationalist training
of the American working class. ‘ -

4. At home, the struggle around the above slogans has to
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be linked with a vigorous strugele againet militariem and bup-
eaucratiem. The struggle for démocracy means a struggle in
- behalf of the Negroes, Jews and foreign born and againgt gll
“ forms of racial discrimination and Jingoism. .This democratie
struggle will encompass the right to strike and all demoora-
tic rights of the people, as it will be directed against all

tendencies toward totalitarian developments initiated by a
,-deSperate bourgeoisie. .

The ooming period will be one of great preparations for
the future. The Party must learn how to apply its transi~
tional and reconversion programs in t he light of the ooming
class battles and learn how to Xink them to the inmediate needs
of the masses as well as to our ultimate goal whigh is the
establighment of a socialist United States. »

\ S

-

NATIOWAL- COMUITTBe v THE WORKsimi:’ BARTY
January 19, 194a.
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RESOLUTION ON THE AMZRICAN QUESTION
| By J. Re Johnson

I. The Nature of the Task

In the sitdown strikes of 1935-37, the American working

clags demonstrated that 1t was str! - ng to raise ltself te
the level of the tasks lmposed upon .t by history, that 1s to
say, to create a soclalist society. Since that time it has
moved with gigantic strides, until today in its most advanced
gections 1t challenges the bourgeols ideas of production, dls-
~ tribution and exchange on 2 national scals £nd backs up these

cenceptions with a many-millioned strike. ™his unprecedented
radicalization of a gla-t working class is taking place with-
out the correspondlng develcmment of a revolutlonary party.
If in 1938, (for historical seasons) the growth of the party
lagged behind the radicallzctlon of the masses, (Trotsky) ,
then today the revolutlionary organizaticns (WP and SWP) 1lag
furthe> behind than ever from the American. pr oletariat and
1ts allied classes. ‘ '

It would be fatal for the Party to comfort ltself with
the idea that this lack of growth of the Party 1s merely proof
of the backwardness of the Americen working class, No revo-
lutionary can deny the possibility that two years from today
the American proletariat could cover the nation with sovietls
{(or their equivalent) in a nation-wide strike agalnst the
bourgeolsie, or more gserious still, sgalnst the interventlon
- of gevernment in the struggles of the vroletariat with capital,

The bourgeoisie and the government have shown that they
are aware of the explesive character of the situatla@g.;Thew“if.,;
{dealogical battle between planned economy and free enterprise,

between capltalism and sociallsm, between the power of the
. bourgeoisie and the power of the proletariat is now a common-

place in the dally press and political forums.

. Farmerly, awareness of the cor.tradictions of American
~capltallsm have been to a large degree the property of the
Marxists alone, Today, they are increasingly the preperty of
groat masses of the people. The development of the economy
during the war has intensified the threat of mass unemploy-.
ment and-ths threat of social revolutlon.

In the international fleld it 1s a commonplace that the

U.S. is committed to maintaining 1ts power in every quarter of
the globe for economic, as well as for political reasens. 1ts
rivalry with Russia is now becoming 8s familiar a feature of
the wsrld situation as was the rivalry of Britaln and Yormany
before World War I.

1If large masses of the American people, however, have:
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been forced by the objective situnt,.on to recognize these con-
tradlctlons of caplitalism, yet the latest Phenomenon, hugricm
imperialism as the ovpreasor of tre entire world, is not yet
‘clear to them. The direct orpression of the Philippines,
Porto Rico, etc. has always ceemed insignificant in comparison
with the colonlal empires orf Greut Britain and France, <LThe
“indirect oppression of -atin-America has in recent years been
wrapped In the haze of Roosevelt's Good Neighbor policy. The
exploltation of China has been glossed over by the preten-
tious elevation of the Chlang-Kal-Shek regime to o role as one
of the leaders of the Unlted Nations., Yet the outstancing '
fact of American Iimperialism after ‘orld War II is that it 1s
-the greatest capftalist-lmperialist nation .and has succeeded
Great Britian as the bulwark of c.pitalist tyranny the world
over, It 1s compelled to malntain the baakrupt economies of
the capitalist regimes on a world scale against the.socialist
revolution., It must do thls also for the purpose of prepar-
ing and malntalning a field for that world-wide sxploitation
which it sees as the only solutlon to the tremendous growth

. of 1ts own productive forces, ' .

But 1f the Amerlcan masses are not as fully aware of this
as they.ought to te, among the scores of millions abroad who
are belng dally subjected to ‘the tyranny and hypocrisy of Am-
erlcan Imperlalism, there is rapidly growing a recognition of
its true role. To the revolutionary pressure of the American
proletariat at home, there is being inexorably added the tre-
mendous revolutionary sentiment abroad which increasingly
finda in American imperialism the direct and indirect opposi-
tion to the achievement of immedir - necessities and revolu-
tionary aims,

’
J

II. >Trotsxy and the Transitional Program

To meet this situation, the Fourth International 1s
~equlpped with the transitionnl progranm, in the U.,S, as in the
rest of the world, the program for the epoch of the death
agony of capltalism in its tranaition to the social revolution,

The essence of the transitional program 1s as follows:
In the epoch of the death agony of capitalism, the revolution-
aries emphasize constantly before the masses the tasks of the
social revolution, while losing nv opportunity to snatch this
or that partial concesslon from the class enemy. Exactly op-
posite 1s the policy of the opportunists. They point out the
torments and miserles which capitalisim imposes on the masses
but concentrate on the immediate demands. They do not see the
irmedinte task as the systemntic mobilization of the proletare
1at for the soclal revolution, although they often take care
to emphasize that final emanclpation can be gained only by
the ultimate abolitlon of the cupitallist regime,

While the American proletariat 1s not ng subjectively
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yeady for revolution as the proletariat in Frence today, the
tagk of the Tarty in the U.B3, 15 to adapt the minds ef the
American masses to the objective need for revolutlon.

"Phe present epoch 1s distingulshed not for the fact that
1t frees the revolutinnary perty from day-to-day work but be-
cause it permits this work to Dbe carried on indissnlubly with
the actual tasks of the revolution...It carries on thls day-
to-day work within the frame-work of the correct actual, that
13, revolutionary perspective." (F. ading Conference,pp.18-19)

In such an epoch, the Party in the U.S. must distinguish
sharply between the method of revolution aad the method of re-
formism. Beczus2 in its yresent stage ths party is unable ac-
tually to carry out revoluticnary actlon, the Party's function
is to propose, i.e., tc propagandigze for the revoluticnary as
opposed to the reformlst actlicn. Revolutionary propagnanda,
revolutidnary agitation, are not confined to the actual moment
when the masses are summoned 'to the barricades" arms in hand
for the actual seizure of power., It is by “his petty-bourge-
ois romanticism that pre-1914 Menshevism preached soclalism
and practiced opportunism. All propaganda, all agitation, must
be carried on "from the point of view of revolutionras opposed -
to reformism, systematically to explain this difference to the -
masses theorstically and practically &t every step of parlia-
mentary, trade union, co-eperative work," (Lenin) This 1s not
a matter of an uciual revoluticnary altuction but o matter of
years of preparation. The masses and the party must e tralned
for revolution, and it is to this training that the Bolshevik
party owed its success at the moment of the actual overthrow
of the bourgeoisie.

The Reyedutlonary Mobilization of the Masses

In the death agony of capitalism in general and in the

U.S. in particular, what is basic to the transitional program
1s provaganda by the revolutionary party for the self-activity
of the workers. Trotsky has given in detuil for the U.S. the
basis of this self-mobilization. It is the faoctory commlttee
~and other rank and file organizati:-—s of the workers., The

Party must distinguish itself from all other proletarian organ-
izations by seizing every opportunity to propagandize for:

Factory committees to inspect the books

Factory committees to control production

Factory committees to control tihe national lncome
FParmers committees to inspect the books of the banks
Factory commlttees to act os workers' defense guards

Propaganda for the factory committec, i.e., for the self-
mobilization of the masses i1a the core of the transltlonal
pregcram. Unleas this is the center of the Party's propagarda
and agitation, the sl ogan of Workers! Control of Froduction is
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g meaningless abstraction, |

The need to recduce the high z>3t of living-is one of the \
simplest of immediate demands alwars with us. But the way in
which the Bolshevila prop@sed that it be accomplished led to
the October Revolution. “he transitional program seeks to pre-
pare the masses for their October., Any other conception of
the transitional program 1s false to the core and rulnous for
the Party!s effective development. oo

"The sections of the Fourth International should always
strive not only to renew the top leadershlv of the tracde
unions, boldly and resolutely in criticel worients, advancing
new militant leadersees., but alss to cre~ts in all possible in-
stances indeperndent militant orgzclzations corresnonding more
closely to the problems of mass atruggle in bourgeols soclety.
(Faunding Yonference, p. 22) _ ’

The Party constantly brings *="-re the workers the need
to organize for their own self-defense., Ja connection with
every strike and street demonstrstion, it:1s imperative te
propagate the necessity of creating workers groups for self=-de=
fense," (Founding Conference, p. £8) The workers militia in
the October Revolution itself was a mincrity but propaganda
for this iden won this minosity to the party and vrepared the

- minds of the masses to zlve it symvathy and 3upport. (Trotsky)

The Building of the Party

The PartY does not wait for events to make revolutionary
propaganda, "To wait and see and then to (propa%andize) 1s %o
act like the rearguard and not like the vanguard" (Tretsky).
The inevitabllity of new waves ol slt~down strikes Imposea. =~
upon the Party a propagandistlic necessity. "It is necessary
to begin a campaign in favor of factory committees in time In
order not to be caught unawares." (Founding Yonference, p.23)
Preparatory work is already being done by the confidential
staff and by trusts. Woe to the revolutionary organlzatlions,
woe to the proletariat if it 1s again caught unawaresi"(Ibid
p. 27)This propaganda is not only the warning and the repara-
tion of the proletariat for the social revolution. It is the
meand by which the Party attracts revolutionary elements to
1tself and concretely develops its own forces. :

Theoretical articles, while absolutely'necessnry, do
not conatitute the revolutionary propaganda by which a party
(as different from a propaganda circle) is built, HAgitation
for the revocation of a no-strike rledge or for withdrawal of
labor members from a govermrent L ~r board sre_necessary and
useful at all times, particularly .n wartime, But concentra-
tion on thils as s means of developing lateo a party the propa-
ganda group which has turned to the masses, 1s in direct con-
tradiction with the whole aim and method of the transitional
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progrem. The result is a waste of revolutionary energy and a
sense of futility. Thus, 1% %g on the basis of mropaganda for
revolutionary action thnt the prupaganda group builds 1tself
Into the mass revolutlonary party. Over the years of sharpen-
ing crisls 1t educates the vanguard to accept its nropaganda
and gradually impresses itse.f upon the mentality of the masses
as the organization to which they can turn for revolutionary
action. Any other course means capitulation to the backward
mentallty and illusions of the masses. '

Trotsky and The Slogan of the Labor Party.

Tt 1s only in the light of the self-1chilization of the
masses, as posed by the transitional oropgrex that the slogan
of the Labor Party for the U.S. has revol.sionary content. The
4dea of the Labor Pariy must be concretlzed as & party which
will take power in the state = with factery committees for the
control of industry, control of the national income, and
workers? defense guards. "5ther»wise it 1s en abstraction and
an abstraction is & weupon.in the hands of 5he opposing class,
" (Trotsky) . Every bourgeois and reformist proponent of the
Labor Party unwaveringly inculca’es into the masses the idea
of a constitutlonal Labor Par%g (even one which is for social=-
1sm and a planned econony). e Fourth International enters
this movement in order to tesr to pleces these reformist 1il-
jusions and to link the idea of a Laobkor Party to - mortal
sdruggle against the bourgeoisie, *.us, by our intervention,
the struggle for the Labor Party in the U.S. becomes a struggle
between the npportunist current and the reveclutlonary current.

This is also the signifiocance to be given to the ldea of
a Workers Gevernment. If the Party does not tle the concep=
tion of a Workers Govermment to rovolutionary sction, then it
reinforces in the minds of the masses democratic and pacifist
$1lusions. (Trntsky) .

_ Ny shadow of doubt must exist in the Party about Trotgky's -
conception of the Labor Party and the Workers Yovernment,., “he
Party (1938) was to be guided by the idea of a stroteglic of-
fensive., "This strategic offensive must be led by the idea o
the oreation of workers'! soviets to the creation of a workers-
farmers government." The slogan of soviets should not be
1gpunched lmmedi#itely "especially because the word has mnot the .

" - significance for the American workers that it has for the Rus-

sian workers.e..lt is very possible and probable that in the
game manner we observed in the U.S. sit-down strikes, we will
observe in a new form the equivalent of soviets,..oIn a2 cer-
tailn period soviets can be replaced, (1.e., can be substitued
for) by factory committee, then from a local scale to a na-
tional scale., We can(t foretell but our strategic orientation
for the next period 1s the orientatlion toward soviets. The
vwhole tranaitional program must £111 up the gaps between con-
. ditions today and the soviets tomorrows" (Trotsky) 861
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Trotsky did not put forward this program because Le ex-
pooted the revolution to tuke vlace within a few weeks or a -
few months. He stated explicltly that the actual resolutlion”
of the crisis by dictatorship might be held off for years but
the objective situation demanded that the Party begin prepara-
tion. The war would retard the manifestations of the develop=-
ment for a time but would only accelerate it afterward. For
this reason-it was “"absolutely necessgry immediately" to "in-
troduce (these 1deas) into the masses and into our own com~
rades. : '

In 1938 Trotsky could see only the movement from Green
to Lewis and from Walker to LaGuardia as an indlcatlion of the
movement of the masses. He based his anslysrs upon the contra-
dictions of American capitalism in this stage .of its develop-
ment in the death agony of capitallsm and particulary upon the
mass eruption of the CIO, 1938 was not ended before the pro-
gress of Father Uoughlin proved the rightness of his estimate
of the general strategic line, : ‘

Todey, these 1deas are not in the minds of the Workers
Party membership as a whole. Instead, any approach towards
them 1s ponsidered to be romgntici:ca, adventurism, and petty-
bourgeols radicalism. The strugsle to bulld the revolutionary
‘party in the United States is the struggle to restore to the
Party from top to bottom Trotsky's strategic orientatlon to-
warda the masses on thelr march toward the soclal revolution.

I1I. The Revolutionary Pressures of the American Froletariat

The fundamental weakness of the American revolutionary
party 1s its conception that the American masses are not ready
for revolutionary propaganda because they have not yet formed
an Independent Lgbor Party. Because of this conception, the
Party is blind to the instinctive strivings of the American
proletariat to 1ift itself to the tasks imposed upon it by
. history, strivings which in the process of the struggle be-~
come less instinctive every day. Of this revolutlonary pres-
‘sure of the masses the bourgeoisie and the reformlst labor
bureaucracy show an understanding and awareness which is com~
pletely lacking in the leadership of the Workers Party. Hencé
a heavy responsibility falls upon the revolutionary movement,
both for its own education.and for the educatlon of the pro-,
letariat, to make a scrupulous analysis of the objective move-
ment of the American proletariat. '

The American Proleturiat During the War

- "Ip 1030 the Notional Resources Board reported to the
President aos follows nn the 'basic characteristicst! of the
Amerlcan economy: S

tMoreover, as people become increasingly aware of the

863



. 20

discrenancy between rich reisources and poor results
in living and as t.:e lneffe tiveness in the organi-
z ation of resources becomes more clear, a sense of
social frustration must develop and be reflected in
Iustlfied soclal unrest and unavoidable friction.

_individual frustration bulds into soclal frustra-
tion. "And social frustration is quite as likely to
work itself out in socially destructive as in so=-
clally constructive ways...The opportunity for a
higher standard of living is so great, the soclal

- frustration fran the fallure to ooiain it is so

" real, that other means will undoubtedly be sought
if o democratic solution is nob woried out. The
time for find;ng such a solution 1s uot unlimited.

\ USuch was a brief out exact representation of the complex

soctal relations in the U.S, of A. in 1959, And all the more
convincing because of the source and circhmstances from which
1t comes.. -

"The 1nfluence of the war has merely accentuated tlese
developments which were already so powerful in the decade be=
fore 1ts outbreak, -And if, as i3 inevitable in war, their
full fruitlon has been retarded, the result must be their out-
- burst with renewed force at some s“~ge in the coming period.

To begin with, the war has preparc. the populatlon for a so-
-0lal crisis to a degree that was impossible except by the
state organization of the econony. By the millions, men have
been torn from their homes and passed through the mllitary
machine, By the millions, the more backward elements have
been dragged from rural stagnation, women from their homes and
© petty-bourgeols from offices, and hurled into the discipline
of large~scale capitalist production., Never has there been
such an uprooting in Americun life, The country has undergone
a profound soclal upheaval, the greatest the proletariat has
ever known. .

- "Not only has the war disrupted normal ‘existence to this
unprecedented degree, Side by side with this 1t has comps lled
a growing consclousness among all ranks of the proletariat
that production is a soclal process in whioch labor has both
. rights. snd responsibilities. In 1929, in the minds of the
workers, organized labor was a small section of the pnopula=-
tlon, the capltalists another, and government a third, three
different entitles. The breakdown of the system of "free
enterprise" in 1929 resulted. 1n a steady growth in social and
classa- consciousness. 'By 1939, "free enterprise" had disgulsedr.
itself as "management" in order to emphasize its social role
in production. Organized labor now looked upan itself as
entitled to a volice In the manasgement of the productive prow
cess and looked to govermnment as the responsible mediator of
o fllicting goolal claims, Already, however, by 1940, as
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was shown by ths Reuther Plan, the UAW, one of labor's most
advanced sections, opposed Ltself to "management” as & candi-
date for the organization of production in the interesis of s~
clety as a whole, The last three years have seen a truly as-
tonishing development of the social consclousness of nrganized
labor., This development of soclzl consciousnesshas been us
powerful as it is because of the soclal role of the state, Di-
rectly and indirecily the govermment has interfered in and con-
trolled every aspect of economic and soclal l1life, frcm wages,
working conditlons, food and clothing, to tlie date of the con-
ception of children and, in the Army, even the right to marry.

"arter World War I the rcsentment of the working clas3
‘against 211 that i+t had to suffer wes directed more agalnst
Morgan, Wall Street and private capital than the government.
-In Worid War II the hostilisy end the exasyaratlon resulting
from the statificatlon of the economy and the straln of the war
have been directed as rmuch agsinst the government as agalnst
private capital., The courss of the miners! strike, undertaken
‘against the full powver of bourgeclis soclety =nd its state dur-~
ing wartime, shows how deep is tihe current dissatisfaction
‘among the worliers with the existinrg state of affalrs and thelr
counsciousness of the center: of responsibility, The government
recognized this early and has not spered its efforts to coun-
‘teract the.deep anti-war feeling, the skepticism which was the
aftermath of World War I, and the sufferings of the people dur=-
ing the demession. Through its highest officials, the Presi-
dent and the Vice-President, it has stimulated the masses by .
vague but constantly reiterated promises of repayment for the '
- sacrifices of the war by the abolition of what the workers en-
dured in the pre-war perlod, '

"The culminating feature of the whole experience, however,
while .1t permeates the consciousness of the grest masses of the
people, is, as yet being held, as it were, in solution. But it
- will break forth with irresistible force as soon as the masses
feel upon them the inevitable pressure of capitalist bank-
ruptcy. ) ) i :

"7y the many-millioned mass, elready scepntical of 'free
enterprisse!, the war effort of the state lrdicates tliat.a go-
vernment by planncd use of the American vroductive system can
create a society of full emplovment cnd plenty for all,

"At the present moment the proletariut is in a state of
sullen suspiciousness directed toward the cpaltallist class in
general and the Roosevelt government in particular, Like the
bourgeoisle, it confidently expects that the war, at least in
Europe, is near enough to its conclusion to justify intensive
peparations for the post-war perlod. The end cf this phase of
the war cen be the signal for the outbreak of the sharvest
~class struggles. It may even te i " ossible for the bourgeolsie
to suppress them before the actual ond of hostilities in Europe.
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It 15 not impossible that a btreak with Roosevelt may comd be-
fora the 1944 elections, Such avents are quite unpredictable.
The decisive question, however, is that, although contradic~
tory currents move among the working class, yet as a whole, 1t
knows what it wants and in millions, in its advanced groups,
is determined to have it. It is eonscious of great chenges a-
head 1n soclety both at home and abroad. It knovs that labor
is destined to play a great part in these changes, Such at
least i1s the opinion of the present writer," (J.R.Johnson, The
New International, January, 1944), ' .

. It-is only en the basils of such a fundamental understand-
Ing of the American proletariat during the war that the Party
can make the Marxist analysis of the post-war social crises
and the perapectives opened up both for the American praletar-

iat and the revolutionary movement, A
IV. The American Proletariat and the Post-War Social Crisis

The present strikes sare the first post-war explosion of
a movement which began in 1943, : < .

Just as the American trade un..a movement oarries on
tasks which In Europe wsuld be performed by the pemlitical arm
of labor, so in the strikes, the American workers oxpress the
consciousness of great changes ahead in soclety both at home
‘and abroad and thelir knowledge that labor is to play a great
mrt in these changes, ' v

The first and most substantial manifestations of this de~
velopment was the miners! strike of 1943, In relation to the
miners themselves, these repeated strikes showed that this
powerful seotlion of American labor, in the midst of a war, not
once but over a long period, placed its own class interests:
and 1ts own trade union organization definltely above the or-
ganizational apparatus of the govermment and the embattled
official opinion of bourgeois society. This is a very high
- 8tage of soolal and political oonsclousness..and of extreme im-
portance in estimating the present situation. That the miners
refused %9 follow Lewis politically proves the class charac-
ter of thelr support of Roosevelt and the sober, calculated
class character of their support of Lewis in his repeated de-
flance of the government, The workers in decisive sectlions
- (steel and auto in particular) were ready to follow ithe miners
"~ and take the tremendous revolutionary step of initlating o
nation-wide strike in wartime, It was the bureaucratic trade
union leadership and the Stallnists who with the greatest dif-
ficulty stifled the impulse of the masses. Thus once more the
orislis of soclety was shown to be the absence of revolutionary
leadership and not the absence of revolutionary pressure in
the masses, ‘ ' .

From the miners! strike onwa;'h,'the socinl upheaval and
political develorment inherent in the -war ond the dceline of

86



23

dmerican capltalism exnressed themselves in significant ways

" of which only a few can bs mentioned. The Negroes all over

the country repeatedly demonstrated their hostility to thoir
place in the existing sccial order, sometimss as in Hrrlem with
calculated and disciplined violence., Regardless of couse-

. quences, they repeatedly hurled themselves againat Jia Crow in
- every department of that stronghold of the bourgeois state,

the bourgeols armed forces on military duty. . .- -

The case of foremen who had hitherto been exclusively the
tools of management sought to change alleglance and ally them-
selves with organized labor, ’ oo

In repeated instances during the wor, the labor lieu-~
tenants of capital began to demrand not oniy wage increases
but what virtually amounted to a sh-re of the profits, dis-
gulsed as social insurance, They tcgan also to put forward
grandlose plans for nationallization of key industries (fhe

- UAW) , and all insistently demanded the riglsa of labor to a
place in the management of Induscry during ihe post-war per-
1od. Thereby, they sought only to appsase the masses.

The while collar workers, notably the telephone girls, be=-

-~ gan to show the Influence of labtor by .the unexpected tenacity
of their demands and the undoubted readisneas of the rank and

file to take mllitant strike acticon, ' - o

- Labor, increasingly conscious of its strength in the De-~
mooratioc Party, organized 1ltself 1n the PAC and played the
decislve political role In the elaction compaign of 1944.

Thus labnr had made one great step forward towards its reali-
Zz ation of 1ts own lrdependent role in national politiecs,
Large sectlons of the petty-"bougsolsie in the PAC, whlle os-
~tensibly still following Roosevelt, showed their readiness to
take a political lead from organized labor, ' » ~

Numerous wlldcat strlkes and embryonic rank and file or=-
ganlzations were a revealing symptom of the hostility of the
workers to the restreining influence of the labor bureaucrats,

Repeatedly, the advanced sections of labor showed their
. readiness to suppress anti-Negro manifestations within the
ranks of the laber movement. A wave of profound interest in
the Negro question: swept through the nation, initiated by
the mass struggle of the Negroes themselvez, but heightened
and sustained by the prevalling soclal consciousness,

These were the preparztion of the proletarint and its
allies for the great soclal crisis of which the present strike
wave 1ls but the beginning. It is in this strategloc analysis
of the developmont of the American preletariat tocking place
before our very eyes, that the Party can find the arcna for -
its strategic orientation, Lacking this, it 1s compelled to
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oopoceuntrate on the success or fallure of such manifestations
of lesser importance as the klenlgan Commonwealth Federation,
and thus lay the basis for opportunism, _

" The bourgeolsie showed no misunderstanding of the profound
antagonism between the organic deep-going insurmountable urge
of the toiling masses to tear themselves free from the bloody
caplitalist chaos and the oconservative, patriotic, utterly
bourgeois character of the outlived labor leadership. <n the
mouths of its most digtinguished lexiers from the President
down, it posed the problem as one of a reformed capltalism able
to serve the people or violent resistance of the masses ending
in social revolution. The ideological struggle as to the means
of meeting the crisis exploded in the now historic Wallace-
Jones debate. ‘

The GM - UAW Strike

, -The analysis 6f the post-war strike wave is the key to
the development of the American working class and the applica-
tion of the revolutlonary program. ‘

It is a testimony to the advanced stage of soclal and po-
1itical devélomment in the U.S. that from the very beginning
all seotions of bourgeois thought recognized the strikes for

~what they were ~ a sign of the profound dissatisfaction of the

American masses with thelr place in the exlsting soclal order,
Ox the other hand, any revolutionary movement whioch does not
resognize this clearly, unequivocally draw the conclusion to
the end, and boldly and confidently base policy on it, 1s
doomed to stagnation. T : ‘

, The demands of the UAW strikers, carried to their logloal
conclusions, are nothing short of initiating a complete change
in the Amerioan soclial order, Reuther's proposals amount te
latert!s running the busineas of General Motors - agportioning
profits and wages. His threat to ask the Supreme Uourt for a
Injunction to prevent the OPA raising prices amounted also to
a demand to control prices, In othor words, he proposed to
control the whole productive system. He did not make these
claims on behalf of auto workers alone, but on behalf of the

“nation as a whole. But not only the matter but even the very -

manner of the claims was significant, Reuther made them with
a small army of economists, statisticians, press-relations of-~

_ficers etoc. He sought to mobilize national and international

opinion behind the demands., By the scope and range of his de-
mands and methods, he, in effect, posed before the warking -

class and the country as a whole, the idea of labor as an al-
ternative controlling force in American society.

i

, It would be an unpardonable and irretrievable error for
Marxists not to recognize that Reuther!s proposals were, as 1s
infallibly the case in all simllar pronouncements, merely a
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bureaucratic response to the deep a... irreslstible currents for
gooial transformation whioh have been working molecularly in
the American masses and are now manifesting themselves imper-
fectly in bureaucratic channels, It is the duty of the Tarty
not_to remain like petty=hourgeols radicals on the surface of

evonts but to penetrate to the very root of thess developments.
Fundamental to them 1s the organic elemental hostility to the
"qegradation, the subordination, the humiliation, the agony of
toll, the slavery" of capitalist production itself. Many
workers enjoyed a relative easing of capitalist discipline in
production during the war, They do not wish to return to the
old degrading subordination to the tyranny of the machine. They
do not want mere full employment, They want employment as
truly social beings, good pay and civilized conditions. In
their innermost depths they resent being used as a mere oommo=
dity, and after four years of labor as thd heroes of the home
front for the great "aemocratic" war against fasclsm, they have:
no wish to become once more appendages to a machine which mere-
1y grands out profits. The breakdown of dtaciplire in the De~
troit factoriés 1s well-authenticated not cnly Dy bourgeols
observers but by the strenuous efforts of the .capitalists to
make 1ts restoration a bargaining point, (The demands of Gen-
eral Motors, ¥ord, and Kaiser for the suppression of un-author- .
1z ed strikes, control over unlon literature; ete.) -

The very fundamentals are here in question. ‘The (cpmpara-
tively) high atanderds of general educntlon, the incessant
mental stimulus of the highly politicsalized world of today,
the ceaseless hammering at the workers' minds by the daily
press, popllar periodicals, fillms, news-reels, radio commenta=~
tors, and world-wlde broadocasts, popular literature; the so-
cial egalitarianism of the U.S.; these accumulating forces,
“outside the process of production, have now reached a stage in
this highly capltalistic country, where they are reacting upon
the accumilation of misery, automatized labor, and subordina-
tion to humiliating restrictions inseparable from the caplital-
- 41atic mode of production., It 1s in the capltal-labor relation
1tself that in this most capitalized of all countries we must

increasingly seek, find and make articulate in the workers ~
the fundamental cause and remedy of thelr present discontents.

Sharpening their iunstinctive hostility to the productive
system are the political manifestations of the bloody capitalie-
{st chaos. Disillusiomment, cynicism and resentment at the
" pesults of the war are widespread. JThe naked power politica.’
the shameful fallures and incapaclitles of the national leacors,
their inability to solve one siugle international problem, the
conviction that all the great sacrifices have been in vain,
that society is not better but worse off than before - of all
this, the great masa of the people are deeply consclous. Tne
death of Roosevelt coinciding with the end of the war; and the
confusion in Washington that centers around Truman personali-
zes in the minds of the workers the end of one epoch and .the
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beglnning of a new one. Wlthin recent months there hna spread
through the American people a eonviction that the nation faces
" a orisis greater than any that 1t has ever faced end that there
is nowhere in sight a leadership-¢ ble of-resolving it. In.
the emphasis upon this weakness of national leadershlp iz em-
pirically and subjectively expressed their organic dlsirust of
the capitallst regime, . Finally the magnificent power: of the ' .
American economy have been demonstrated to American workers ‘
above all others becauseé 1t was American cad telism which un-
locked atomic energy., Thus, this discovery has hit the con-
sclousness of the American masses and developed their social
and political awareness asno previous invention has ever domne.
In 1t 211 the contradictions of modern soclaty are concentrated.
On the one hand, in the industrial persnecctive opened up by
it, in a mechanically minded country, they see the power of
the state to organize and the reinforcement of thelr consclous-
ness of an age of plenty which needs only soclal organization
to be here tomorrow. But equally, to a people internationally
consolous as never before, the discovery intenslfies every in--
ternational mwoblem. Totally destructive war, which to them
(in contrsst with the Buropean masses) was always remote, 1o
now brought sharply home to them as catastrophic possibllity,
The American roletariat, with no consciousness of ruin or de-
feat, and knowing the poweriof the economy, now hates the mo-
nopolistic cliques and will welcome the most drastle revolu-
tionary ochanges in American scciety, carried out at the e xpense
of private property. It is necessary to repeat again and
again Trotsky's statement that the workers is not a bcokkeeper
~and when he says, open the books, he means first to control

the industry and then direct it, l.e., soclallsm,. ’

.. Not only the numbers of workers on strike tut the course
of the strikes themselves following upon the UAW-~GM strike have
increasingly shown how feverish znd explosive 1ls the genercl
social situation, The transit wc:rliers in New York threatered
a strike to maintain municipal ownership of the power planics
The National Maritime Unlon conducted a strike to bring the
soldlers home., The meat packing workers declared thelr desire
to work for the independent mect-packers but not for the mo-
nopolists. Small groups of workers, - tug-boat workers, tiana.
it workers, utility workers, elevator operators -~ have denon-
strated before the entire Americon people, and not always
without consclousness, the capacity of the proletariat te nara-
lyze the whole bourgeois economy. The general strike ~ the
unification of working class actions in the interests of tle
claas as a whole - has occurred in a number of citles and bLeen
threatened in others. Four timesz in lesa than as many monils
the great city of New York has faced partial or comblete’ shut-~
down, Only vigorous action by Ybor bureaucrats checked sym-
pathy strikes with their implicationa of a natlional walk-out.

. Organlzed Labor and the Middle Classes
The high stage of social and political development in the
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U.S. compelled both sides to pose the wage issue in torms of

slasa struggle on & national scale, The nationwide publisity

and counter-publicity of the workers and bourgeolsle were not

aimed at convincing each other. They represented the battle

for the middle classes and unorganized labor, As the strikes

develnaped 1t became clear from the .actlons of the middle ”

olasses that labor had won, if not an overwhelmlng, at least

a deolsive victory. Large sections of the middlo classes,

and on occasions a whole town, were mobilized to hélyp labor in

1ts war upon ocapital, In the citic., the "vigilante® grcups

were conspicuously absent. The universal solidarity of the

~ worker-veterans with the strikers was a blow to the hopes and
aapirations of the bourgeoisle, : '

" In order to be‘'able- to educate the worksra, the Party
must recognize that tnese strikes objectivelr represent the -
trial mobilization of all classes in the country for the ‘1r-
repressible confliot of these "years of decizion." The revo-
lution sometimes needs the whip of the coun*er-revolution, and
capitalism has declared its incapaclity to live half slave and
 half free. When all the circumstances are taken into consl:
deration, 1t is clear that these strlkes represeat a social
Ir otest, a political demonstration and a challenge to the
bourgeoisie, agalnst the codtradlctions between the growth of
 the productive forces and the actual soclal relations. on-*
oretely they represent a solemn warning not only to the bou.,ge~
oisie but to the revolutionary party, a warning which it will
neglect at its peril., In the existing soclal tenslon, or-
ganized labor has dramatically brought before the nat{on its
desire for a new social order, a demonstration of its power
and capaoclty to pull to itself intermediate classes., It has
sown confusion in the ranks of the capitalists and exposed A
the vacillation awd incompetence of. th¢ executive eomnittee of.
the bourgeoisie as embodled in Truman and his entourgge. There
willl be perlods of stagnation and even retreat. It 1s Im- :
possible to medict such things. But the wholo ideclogical
. atruggle in the United States has been lifted to a new level,

of inestimable importance for the revoluticnary party, striv-
ing to build itself into a mass orgonlzatlon. '

The Ideological Foundation of the Bullding of the Party

Te be able to mobilize itself for its tasks, the party
must have as the orgenic foundation of its thought the great
lessons of Marxism, applied to the revolutionary perspectlves
in the United States, the validity of which has been demon=- -
strated by the American proletariat during the last ten years
of its existence, The consclousness of every Farty member in
E?e United States must be dominated by the following conoep-

onss ' ’ :

(a) the "drive of the moletariat to reconstruct soclety
on communist beginnings" is more instinoctive and elemental 1n
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the American proleteriat than in any other precisely because
of  the advanced stage of caplitalist production. Tnese tenden-
cles are "organic", L.e., are of the very nature of the organ-
ism and ore implanted there not by Marxist parties or inde~
pendent labor parties but by capitzl itself,

(b) The whole chargcter of our epnch, the epoch of cri-
ses and wars make these organlec tendencies in the Rsyohology
of workers spring to life with the utmost rapidity. ,

~(¢) The American working class has shown its approach fo
maturlty in the organizatlion of the great strikes but has not
. yet shown the depth and range of its power even on the purely
industrial fleld. The worst-pald, the deepest layers of the
oppressed have not yet noved into mass action, but this recent .
tremendous demonstration of labor!s power in the nation cannot
pass unnoticed by them. On another occasion they will enter,
Each new addition to a strike wave is not a mere addition to
numbers but brings into suddén and violent 1life the socialis~
tic instinots of the masses implanted there by capital," The
entire post experience of the working class, the history of
1ts exploeitation, mlserles, struggles and defests, comes to

life under the impact of events and rises up In the conscious~

ness of every proletarlan, even the most backward, 'and drives:

‘him into the cormon renks." ' (Trotsky)
This i1s the next stage that faces the American workers,

= (d) The method of mobllizing these workers is the fao-

tory committee. "The prime sigrificance of the committee lies
in the fact that it becomes the militant staff for such working
clagss layers as the trade union is incapable of moving into
action. It Is preslsely from these more oppressed layers that
the most _gelf-sacrificing battalions of the revolution will
oome," (Founding Conference, p. 23) o _

(e) . The obstacle in the path of these developments is
' the counter-revolutionary labpr leadership, R

(£f) The great task of the revolutionary party at this
stage of 1ts existence and at this stage of the devélopment
of the Americon p oletariat is to take these ideas to the van-
‘guard of the working class at the point of production, Thus
the Party draws to itself the most advanced elements aond pre-
pares the others to accept the leadership of the Fourth Ine
ternatlional for the proletarian revolution, ‘ ‘

These are the conditions from which must be worked out na
strategic line for the next period, _

.. .
Ao Geor
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Part II

The Strateglc Orlentation o the Workers Farty in the
Next Period

Owing to the world-wide phenomenon of statification of
‘production, all economic struggle today tends to become in-
volved immedlately with the state, 1.e., to becore political
in the deepest sense of that term. In the face of the pres-
sure of the masses the bourgeoisie makes innumerable leglsla~-
tive proposals,(Smith-Connally, fret-finding, ete,) which for
the most par: end in impotence. The respongibility and pover
of the bourgecisie in dealinz with labor is thrust into the
hands of the chief executlve, thus conatiit.Sing in essence the

. 6lements of the Bonapartist regimec,

But the process 1s not one-sided,

Every Important stri¥te by the workers ageinst an indivi-
dual capitalist or corporation voday has kanging over it the
intervention of the govermnment on the side of the capitalist
class, Unificetion of oourgeols poiwer draws in ite wake v-f-
floatlon of prcletarlan struggle. The frmediate period now
‘opening therefore has as its, ultimate stage the recognition
by the workers of the necessity for ‘organized action asg a
class against the bourgeols state for the achlevement of eéo -
nomic ends. The whole course of devalomment Indlicates that
the political bresk with the Demo.. sic Party will either &l-
rectly or Indirectly be closely scsocli~ed with the govern-
mentt!s ineapacity to satlisfy or sponsor labor's economic de-
mandse In the U.S. precisely because of the absence of a
-political party of labor, the general strategic orientation or
‘the Workers. Party as a poli*’cal organizution must be pased
9n the economic strugglss of the Ame rican workers which, "cw-=
ing to the statification of production, continually tend tc~
"~ telescope the corresponding political and social development.,

Ihe Party therefore must henceforth make 1ts maln prop-
agandlistic orlentation the nropacanda for un:ficd action by
the worliing classes as s whale, directed against bhe govern-
meat for the nchisvement of its ec-onomic as well as Lts so-
cial and political deminds. .

: The Party does not anarchistically, recklessly and ad-
venturlstlcally raise slogans for a general strike. It poinbs
out to the workers, however, the inevitability .of the wider-
ing of the present sciasors between wages and @ ices cnd tl =
Incapaclty of the dishonest, bungling government to solve ihe
problem. It points out that whersas in 1936 and again in
1945-43, the govermment was compelled te pretend to maintain
- & balance between capital and workers, it is absclutely ir-
possible for it to continue to.maintain that rozition In tre
- future, The Party points out that only the unified actions
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of the declslive sections of the werkers on a natlional sosle
.oan mobllize the full powar of the proletariat and all its
allles against the bourgeolsie and the deceptive role that has
titherto been played by the state, 1ts executive committee,
The Party points out to the working class that such unified
action can range from a nation-wide stoppage of a few hours to
a sit—-down on a national scale, It warns tne workers that a

. general-wtrike which is anything more than a token demonstra- .
tion against the government can pose immediately the problem
of power in the nation, forcing upon thie workers either prepa -
fition for the soclal revolution or a demoralizing cnd disas-
trous retreat. Without hysterla, by basing this propaganda
upon 1ts analycsis of the next stage which faces the America=
working clasas, the Party not only attracts tn itself thoseé
far-gseeing workers who instlinctively draw this conclusion,

It lays a basis for its future deveWOpwent in the minds of
those workers who are taught to associate this ultimate stage
of the development of the workers struggle with the Party of
the Fourth Internationa..

With that cch1ctinn which can come only from thoroughly
understood theory and confldence in the inevitabl.ilty of so-
clalism, the Party does not walt until the workers have acted
and then proceed belatedly to explain the gyent., It boldly -
takes the lead, and proclaims the next stage. . When this urni.-
fled action will take place, how and under what circumatancass
i1t 1s impossible to forctell amd rldiculous to ask. To wait
to see before propagandizing is to fulfill the role not of a
vanguard, bu t of a rear guard.

The Struggle Against the Labor Bureaucracy

Such an orientation, however, demands a clear recogniticn
-of the role of the labor burecuucrats as agents of capital ia
the statified production. .The Party must therefore rropa-
" gandize in cloese coordination witn the idea of unified aotion
‘on a national seale the idea of factory committeea. Thoese,
.as the 1935 CIO strikes showed, are likely to spring out of
the sltuatlion with startling suddennesa and power., The wor-
kers must be warned that any serlous action on a national
. socale vhich 18 not jealously .overlocked and safeguarced by
- factory committees or other rank and file organizatlicns is
doomed to disastrous failure. It i{s bv means of the tactory
conmittees that the workers can Ye prepared Lo take the oSons
orete steps vigllantly to supervise the sub0quing bureau-
cracy &nd in time to ovorthrow it.

Economic Struggles ang the Slegan of the Labor Phrty

It §s in the propaganda for unified action on a natiotal
scale and the self-mobilization of the masses that the Furiy
will find 1ts deepest basis for propaginda and rgitation for
. a Lobor Party; not, however, for a Labor Party in general
but a Labor Party which aims at the rule of the workors and
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the reconstructlion of socilety. For the American workers, poli-
tles 1s in a very literal sense concentrated economics, In
contrast to 1ts brothers in the great countries of Europe,

the modern American proleturiat has not had to struggle for
universal suffrage or against feudrl, military or any kind of
authoritarian reaction. Its concey'.ons of politics are there-
fore more closely related to its strictly economic demands

than that of any other proletariat, Ty,1s tendency, character-
istioc of our age, 1s especlally- -characteristic of the United
States. (CIO and PAC). B O T A

It 1s the function of the Party to draw together as close-
ly as possible the economic and political struggles of the
American working class. To leave room for the impression
that economlc struggles take place on the picket line while :
political struggles take place in Washington, is to assist the
labor bureaucracy in its calculated miseducation of the Ameri-
can workers today. T,e Party's speclal fundtion 1s to tear
‘away the illusions of the workers that the Independent Labor
‘Party ls merely a working class edition of the Republican or
Democratic Tarty. The Yarty propagandizes among the advanced
workers for the factory committees, workers sommittees and
farmers committees as independent militant organizations most
suitable for the problems of mass struggle in bourgeois socilety
in this epoch. Its own propaganda for the Independent Labor
Party is addressed to these advanced workers. The revolution-
ary character of the Labor Party slogan does not lile in at-
taching to it sldgans for a Workers Government, and natlonali-
zation. It 1ies in the fact that the Party attaches the slo-
~gan of the Independent Labor Party to the struggle for “the
self-mobllization of the workers against the capitallist olass
‘and the labor lieutenants of capital. Thus, while the Party
will participate concretely even in the organization of a re-
formist Labor Party, the advanced workers must be constantly
made aware of the special signific--ce whioh the Party gives
to 1ts own propaganda for an Indei-ident Labor Party. _
Co In 1ts propaganda for the Labor Party, the Workers Panty
does not subordinate propaganda for the Workers Party and the
Fourth International, In its revolutionary use of the slogan
of the Independent Labor Party, the Workers Party finds the
arena in which 1t can rniake propaganda for the revolutionary
party itself. Tne Workers Party does not cell the Labor Par-
ty 2 revolutionary Labor Party, but it declares uncompromis- )
ingly that 1ts aim 1s to oppose those-labor buresucrats and
~centrists who wish to make of the Labor Party a reformist

party. _ ' .
~Capital - Its Labor Lieutenants and the Labor Party

: Despite the antagonlsm to the capitalist regime manifes=
-ted In the strlke wave, American capital ecntinues to hold
political sway. The cause of this lles overwhelmingly at
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. the door of capital's lleuterants. The combinatlon of Labor,
City bosses and Southern plantocracy which formed the Demo~-
eratic' Party of the New Dsal had undergone a rapid develop-
ment, so that by 1944, labor cnd the PAC were ilncomparably its
most powerful section. Yet the labor lieutecnants of capltal
are terrified at the ldea of breaking with the bourgeolsie ard
forming even a reformist Indepsindent paerty ot iabor, Such Is
ths sceilal and political tension in the country teday under-
lyiag the old bourgeois forms tiuat the sl ogan of the trans-
formation of the PAC into an Independent Labor Party holds be-
fore the labor bureaucrats the terrifying pruspect of faclng
the problems of the country without the assistance of the
bourgeoisie. The fate of the Democratic Party is now in thé
hands of the labor izaders who can consigr it to oblivion at
- any. time they please, Timidity and servilkity ca thelr part:
4s now the main, if not the only here, of the Truman govein-
ment to maintain its ascendancy. Republican Party’s only
hape of success is mass disgust wlth the Damocratic Party, or
the opportunity which might be presented bT 2 split between
the Demccrotic Party and labnr., So often does the appexrance
of things contradict their essence. Dehind the facads of
- power, the fate of both these beiirgeols parties is no longer
urder thelr own control but dependent upon the acilons of the
workers and thz men who lead organized labors Close fellowivg
of the developments in these parties is necescary and s icas
place, but the duty of the Party is to make clear teo the
masses the reactlonary sabotage of their power Tty the labor
lieutenants of capital. The Party must point out that they
are compelled tn play thls role precisely becauss Loy are
supporters of capitalist soclety and enemies of *he prolectar-
ian revolution for socialism. In the concretc circumstances
of the United Statea, 2as explained above, propaganda against
the labor lievienants of capitalism can only be effective 1f
based uron propaganda for the social revolution and the over-
turn of the production relatioms of capitalism.

It ias by this meana alaso that the Farty can best counter-.
-act the pseudo-anti-capitalism by which the Stalinists teday
seek to mobilize on their own behalf the radicalism of the
American masses. : | '

The Theory of Crmbined Development and American Politics

The cencrete develarment of the strategic offensive vwhich
mist guide the Party in the next period depends on many un-
predictable factors. But the strotglc analysis of pclitical
development ir. the U,S, bears a stricking analogy to thke thecry
of the permanent revolution as arrplied to social develomment:
in Russia. The continual sharpenlng of class relations, the

. _terrible crisls of capitalism, every day makes it more.and
“more probable that just as the backwardneass of Ryssia made the
bourgeolis-democratic revolution impossible of complete realle-
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zatlon except s a stzge on the road to the dictatorship of
the proletariat, so the organization and functioning of any
kind of mass Lator Party will be the firat stgge of the uncon--
cealed revolutionary crisis. This does not, as the academi-
clana would have us believe, make the Labor Party Slogan less
necessary but more so. : -

In 1938 Trotsky warned of an immediate Fascist reaction
to the formatlon of an Independent Labor Party., Since that
time the Democratic Party has exhausted all fundamental means
of any serious solution to the guestion of full employment and
all that this implies in the minds of the workers, Tphe Rocs e-
velt Govermment actually committed itself at the last electim
to finding 60 milliom jobs, Whatever follies may be in the
heads of even the most advanced labor bureaucrats, in the
- minds of the masses the program of any kind of Laber Party will
- therefore have to begin where the Democrafic Party lelt off

and falled, T)e national expectations will be reinforced by
the universal %rend to natlonallzat?on of the means of pro-
duction. It is inconcelvable that .ae American bourgeoisie
w1ll allow such a movement to develop and democratically allow
N ang kind of Labor Government or coalition to tamper further

with the foundatlions of capitalist society., 'Thus, the situa-
tion in 1945 makes infinitely more urgent the strateglc of-
- fenslve first proposed in 1938, o ' -

The Middle.classes and Combine’d Develomment

_ In 1938 the response to Father Coughlin's propaganda for
& new soclal order by violent methods showed the readiness of
the Amerlcan petty bourgeoisie for drastic solutions te the _
orislis of democracy. lmhe power of Fascism on an international
- scale strengthened the appeal of the looal Fascists, :

Today the defeat of Fascism in World War II and the power
of the Agerican proletariat as demonatrated in the wave of
. 8trikes have pulled the re tty-bourgeoisie, the Negroes and
spclal organizatlons such as the veternns over to the side of .
the proletariat, The strategic initlative is now on the slide
of ‘the proletariat. Though Faseism 1s now on the defensive,
the proletariat ean only continue to maintain its present ad-
. Iagzageous position by resolute mrogress toward social revo-
utlon. ' . :

The Party in its propaganda therefore teaches to the pro-
letariat the importance of establishing, not only in empiri-
cal practice but in its own agitation and propaganda, ita :
role a3 the leader of the nation agninst the inciplent coun-
ter-revolution and for the recons* ~,ction of American society.

The Party in order to faciliate this task in the ocoming

perlod performa its mropagandistic function by the prepara~
tion and publication of the following: - 877
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a) & program of transitional demands concerning the far-
mers and urban petty-bourgesisie, worlked out with all nossible
concreteness 30 as to teach the advanced workers to give clear
-and ccmrete answers to the questions put by thelr future al-
lies, (Founding Conference, p. 29)

b) the role of United States Imperialism ln the colonies
which are under 1ts speclal domination. (Porto Rico, Philip—
pines, Hawall, Virgin Islands),

o) the militarization of American imperiallsm and its
consequences for the American working class with speclal em-
~ phasis on the role of the veterans.

The Application'ofmthe Strategic Line

The Party must have a atrategic orientation befcre it can
apply 1t However, the strateglc orientation, while it gov-
erns the concrete actlons of the Party, cnnnot be a substitute
for the actual application. The Party does not under any cic-
cumstances neglect to bring before the workers in their unions

~the transitional program or such secticns cf the trancitional
program-as may be sultable for their adoption for formal vote. -
The Party d2es not neglect any organizational manifestation
toward the formatlon of an Independent Labor Party, however
-reformist this may be in character or whatever the means or
methods by which labor bureaucrats of one stamp or another are
attempting to organize it, The Party, like every revolution~
ary party, is flexlible in its presentation of 1ts revolution-
ary propaganda and adapts it in individual instances to the
needs or limited possibilities of a particular situation. Thus
- the Party continues its policy of seeking to turn the PAC in-
., to an Independent Labor Party. It doesinnot in any way ne-
gleot such.opportunities as are presented to it to participate
in such groups 23 represented by the liichigan Commonwealth
Federation. It speclally avoids seeking in its own name to
create organizatlona of any kind which tend to make the Party
a substitute for the self-mobilizction of the masses., It
recognizes always 1tg own limitationa, It recognizes the ne-
ceaslty of flexibllity in the wesentation of its revolution~
ary propaganda which can only be carried on in the closest
relation to the moods and sentiments of the masses in a con~.
crete situation. . '

4
1

The Party does not predict the concrete forms which re-
volution will take. The Farty does not expect nor does 1t
teach that the mnsses arrive at revolutlon without set-backs
and periods of retreat. The Farty adapts its llne to changing
conditiona, But in this epoch it revresents 1itself as an or-
ganization which, while remaining in the closest contact with
the mnsses in any existing situation, has as its spelal
function the unvelling of the reVOlutionary significance of
the actiona of the proletariat an’ the romganda for the cor-
responding action leading to the szelal revolution,

(Program to follow) - ' 378
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Part IIX

Five Years of the Fourth International in the United States
Five Years of the Workers Party

The ratrogreséive concept of the. proletariat has had its
‘effects upon the Workers Party not only on ? ie international
but also on the natlonal acene,

Trotsky also warned unceasingly against a besetting dan-
ger of an Amerlcan party. Yyhat is difficult in a young party
4n the very thick atmosphere of previous traditions, hypocrlsy,
1s.to launch a revolutionary slcgz:- 'Tt 19 fantastic,! Not
adequate in America.!" There were twn fsngers in the elabora-
tion of the program -.sectarian abstraction and opportunism,
_to lose the general revolutionary line. In the Unlited States

the second danger 1s the more immediate. ' ‘

The Woriers Party ~eneral orientation, reenforced by the
retrogreasive theory, L s been consistentiy in the second Gir-
~ ection. The most complste, the most overwhelming conderma-
tion of the Party line ia the following. Instead of being the
central axis of Party thought, life and activity, the concept
of the proletarian revolutlon has almost @isappeared f rom the
‘propaganda sud agitation of the Party. lhe absence of this
conception has resulted in a situ2ation in which the effect of
the Party's work upon the masses is that of-a left-trade
union organization with a soclallst coloration.

Slegens for an Independent Labor Farty and a Workers Gov-
ermment are not in themselves reveolutlonary alogans. They are
revolutiondry only when used as part of the systemati’c moblli-~
zation of the messcs for the proletarian revolution. If the
slogens are not infused with a revolutionary content, they
must of necessity sow parliamentary and reformist 1lluslona
.4n the minds of the workers who are driven to think of the La-
bor Tarty and the Workers Govermnment in terms of organization
by union bureaucrats, electlions and parliamentarism. :

The Workers DParty has always vigilantly observed the class
" 1ine and 1s mercilless on all class~collaborationist tendencies.
"But its retrogressive concept of the Amsrican proletarig makes
its socialist propaganda approxim~ . to the pre~1914 propa-
§anda of the Mensheviks which called much more boldly than the
lorkeras Party for complete soclalism and yet renained essen-
tially reformist, ) -

Failing t5 instll the masses with the ideas and methods
of social revelution, *he Iarty propagandistic pemphlets -
Plenty for All, Socialism, the Hope of Humonity, The Fight
Against Jim Crow, lack revolutionary conteut.

The slegan of Workers Centrol of Productlon ls nowhere
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‘oonsistently explained and developed concretely in.-relation ,to
the revolutionary instincts and potentialities of the prole-
tariat. As a result, it is used abstractly, effective chiefly
as a theoretical safeguard in the minds of the Party members
against the totallitarian dangers of nationalization. Parti-
cularly is this absence of the revolution noticeable in the
specifically labor propaganda and agitation of the Part{ which
are governed by the idea that the American proletarlat 1945)
13 ready only for New Dealism and not for soclalism, This
ruinously false conception acts like a dead weight upon the
Party in its efforts to gfasp the Boocialistic signifieance of
the actions of the American proletcriat, It finds 1its most
perfect expression 1n the perspectives for a new trade union

p ogram in which is unrecogn.zable Trotsky's revoltlonary con=
ceptions of the transitional program or of the Labor Party in
relation to 1t. , . -

~ The Party is sincerely devoted to the ideals cf Socialism
and the mroletarian revolution and is animated by hatred of
bourgeois soclety. But laddng the correct theoretical ap-
proach, and unable to analyze the movement of the proletariat,
Labor &ction falls back on the only alternative., Unable to
appeal to the revolutionary lnstincts of the workers, it dis-
sipates its revolutlonary energy in attempts to stimulate the
combativity of the workers by wearisome repetition of -the
large profits %nd the criminal conduct and deceptlons of the
bourgeoisle, hus it bases itself on the negative aspects of
" the class struggle. N

" The Party, expressing .the retrogressive concept of the
proletariast , falls to analyze for the Amerlcan workers the
concrete indications by which t?ey strive to fulfill the task
imposed upon them by historye. t fails to enlighten the

"working class as to the positive soclalist Implications of 1ts
~ aotlons and the negative significance of the perplexity, con=~
fusion and vacillations of the bourgeoisie. Thus, the Party
propaganda fails entirely to convey the indispensable sense
of proletarian growth and proletarian development. Far from

being able to prepare itself and the advanced workers for
great events the Party 1s -constantly astonlished by the actions
of the workers, and therefore tall-ends every major develop-
ment . (GM~UAW strikes) . '

Dominating the 1ife and activity of the Party in rela=
tion to the American proletariat ls the false and retrogres-
sive conception of the Labor Party sl ogan. The Labor Party
slogan has lost 1ts main significance of enabling the  Party
to enter into mass workers movements to direct them toward
‘the social revolution. It has now become in effect an end in
itself, the end of bullding a constitutional parliamentary
Labor Party as the first necessary stage in the development
of the American proletariat before it can be considered ready
for revolutionary propaganda, . ' 880
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Limited by 1ts conception of the Independent Labor Party
as the next stage, the Party's s:.lalist propaganda conasists
in polemical articles ahout the advantages of socialism, the
weaknesses of arguanents against 1t, and not the inevitability

~ and urgency of revolution.

A Menshevik Analysia

It is an urgeat task of the Party to root out this false
mode of theought. The traditiors of our movement have given
us a never-to-be forgotten examples of the contrast between
the Bolshevik and Menshevik methods of analysis of the prole-
tarliat in a glven country and the consequences which follow
from each. Ienin and Trotsky, desplte their differences, in
P e-1905 Russla analysed the R;sslan proletariat in terms of
the stages of development of capitallist production. By this,
and by this alone, were they able to recognize that the Rus=-
glan proletarlat, desplte the absencs of experience in bourge-~

‘ols parliamentary democracy, was being trained for 1ife and

death atruggle with the Ruasian bourgeoisie. By thlg and by

this alone, they were able to eduzaté the vanguard and to )

;rain the proletariat to be ready for the concrete tasks which
aced it, ' e :

, The Mensheviks,~on<the other hand,. 1nubitter hostility to
Lenin, analyzed the proletariat not in” terms of ocapitalist

" production but in terms of i+s lack of experience of bourgeols

democracy. They posed the proletariatls particization in

~ bourgeols democratic politics as "the next stage" and as

"the arena" in which the proleterist would struggle for so-~
cialism, This led to the idealization of bourgeols democracy .
and relinquishment of leadership vo the radical bourgeolsie,

“(despite hostile criticism of it)

The Workers Party majority does not advocate or practice

-in any way the class collaborationism which was, the political .

result of Menshevik thinking. But within the confines of the”

‘program of the Fourth Internationa, it adopts the Menshéevik ~

mode of thought and analysis of the American nroletariast. The -

‘Workers Party today analyses the American proletariast in terms.

of the mresence or absence of an Independent Labor Party, ‘and
not-in relation to the American proletarict and the statifi-~

. oation of production reached by American capitdl ism., This
leads to idealizatli on of the Independert Labor Party as “the -

next stage" and the "arena" in which the revolutionary party

.-wlll struggle for socialism. In the specific needs and cir-

cunstances of the American proletzrint today, the Party has
departed from the Bolshevik conceptions of Trotsky on the La-

- bor Party to the retrogressive, that 1s to say, the Menshevik

~conceptions of the Labor Party, . .

" the opportunist practices which result from this conception

Sections of the Party, unable to reconcile themselves to .
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of the Labor Party slogan, refuse to accept the slogan alto-
gether, . Thus they fall brey essentially to the propaganda
circle conception. This thinks of the Labop Party not in
terms of propaganda for revolutionary action ariong the masgses,
‘but in relation to arguments with intellectuals and highly
educated workers for wrom the Labor Party is always seen in
reference to the historical betrayals and fatlures of the
Soclal-Democratic parties in Europe. Thus, on 1ts central
slogan of the day, the Party varlies between opportunism or seo-
tarian abstraction.

'Five Years of the Soolalist VWorkers Party

The Socialist Workers Party has had one inestimable ad-
variage over the Workers Party in that in general, and in par-
ticular in its treatment of international news, 1t shows not
the fainrtest trace of retrogression and nlaces 1tself before
the Lmerican working class as the Trotskyist narty of the so-~
clalist revolution at home and abroad, Not only in relation
to Europe but. in relation to the United States the SWP propa-

- 8ganda 1s in the full Trotskyist tradition in that 1t is con=-
scious always of the' challenge to .the bourgeols order con-
talned In the aggressive actions of the proletariat, . The
SWP constantly makes the American workers aware of the ooming
soclal revolution in .the United States, :

Nevertheless, the revolutlonary propaganda of the SWP
remalns sectarian and abstract, and is not applied to con-
~ocrete political-economic developmerss in the nited States, In
its treatment of the concrete sltu lon it cannot rise above
the limitatifons of the trade union struzgle, Its treatment
of the Labor Party slogan 1s even more opportunlst than that
of the WP, In its 1944 resolution on the “merican ques tion,
it makes no reference to statification, the basio character-
- istlc and strategic key to American production relations to-

day. ' )

Henceé, not only -in the deficlencles of 1ts trade union
pollcy during the war, but in its propaganda and agltatlion, i
‘the SWP has shown a theoretical and practical incapacity to - . ¢
rlse to the heights of the tasks demended by the present up=.-. '
' heaval of the American masses. The SWP has falled to over=-
‘come the danger of living in the thick conservative tradition-
al atmosphere of the United States, ‘ '

Thus in their varying degrees, the Fourth International
parties in the United States have not given to the American
proletariat at the beginning of the Pos t-war period that re-
volutionary leadership which the present situation and its
rerapectives demand. . ' ’

Both parties,(and this includes all ma joritles and mino-
i1ties as well), in the period preceding the strikes_failed to
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prapare the American working oclass by adequate tréatment of
the slogan_left to us by Trotsky, viz., cpen the Dduoks.

General Mctors, the vanguerd of the bourgeoisie, szized
the opnerhuulty in natlonal advertisements to vosz the vlruge
1s ag inhereri:y a struggle betweenc apitalism ard accialism,
(not missing %he oppcritunity to mlsrepresent gocialism as

- pegilirentation) .

Both parties, on the other hend, failed from the: very be~
ginning of the strike to pose tre struggle in the same way
from the point of view of the revoiution, }

~ General Motors percefived, beneath the untheoretlcal btut
“merciless attack vpsn them of the trade union press the re-
volutionary sorlzlisiié instincis of the maeses and thelr in-
atinctive desire to initlate the reconstruction of soclety on
‘commmunist beginnings. . _

Both parties, on the other hand, failed to recognize the

revolutionary significance of the same phenomena and to pose
1t prcminently in terms of soclal revolution, ‘

General Yotors renngnized the significance for the coun-
ter-revolution of the vrade union bureaucracy ard insisted on
using it in the attempt to discipline the workers and Suppress
unauthorized stovpagcs. N .

: 'Both parties, on the other hand, falled to emphasize in
the wildoat strikes symptomatic evidence of the vorkers seek=-
ing to blast a way onto the road of dlrect action away from
the counter-revolutionary leadersnip of the trade union bur-
eauoracy. - ‘

Thus, General Motors fought the irmmediate demands of the
workers but carried on vigorous propaganda for bourgeols so-
clety against the soclalist revolution, "Both parties of the -
Fourth International in the United States falled to reapond
foﬁfﬁm soclal ‘revolution on behalf of the soclalist proletar-
iat. ' : - ’ : .

Both parties falled to apply the Transitional Program in
a revolutionary manner, Only after a long period did they
timidly suggest the i1dea of a general strike iIn a propagan=
distic manner although the whole situation was orying for it.
They falled to combine the Bolshevik strategy of complete 1-
dentification with the concrete aims of the masses, while at’
the same time maintaining a shar-, stitical, distrustful, not
to say, hostile attitude to the w.:.cle trade union leadership.
Unable to recognize their task as that of revolutlonary prop-
aganda, they fal led to make the maln task the  propaganda for
the mobilization of the workers in their rank gnd flle com-
mittees as a safeguard against the lnevitable treachery and
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vacillations of the trade union leadership. They failed tc
use the opportunity to make -a bold and vigorous propaganda far
the organization of workers defense guards, even after the '
brutal beatings of the workers bty the police (Chicago, Los
Angelos, New York, etc.). Conscious of their inabllity ac-

. tually to lead the necessary revolutionary action, they failed

to perform thelr specific function at this stage - propaganda

"fer such action.

Both,parties failed, therefore, to oppnse the cbunter-

. . revolutlionary propaganda of General Motors with the revolutlim-

ary prepaganda of the Transitionali ‘rogram,

The Soclalist Workers Party was driven to combine ita

opportunism on the trade union guestion with historical ay-

ticles on American Soviets in Seattle a quarter.of a century
aga. The Vorkers Party revclutionary propaganda consisted of
lengthy arguments &8 t: the thedrétical.gonfusionand deflcl-

- encies of the trade union bureaucrats, Instead of the propa-

ganda for renk and file comlittees of the workers to mobillze
them against the vacillations and treacheries of the trade
union bureaucracy, the Workers Party reiterated in abstract

"terms the need for an Independent Labor Party and a Workers
" Government. . ' o : _

This eonspicuous failure imposes upon all sectlons of
both parties scrurpulous re-examination of the past in order
to meet the challenge of the future, ’

Unity _ _
The nature of the coming struggles‘and the difficulties
and opportunities that face Dboth the American proletariat and

the revolutionary party in the United States demand the unity
of the two groups which on an international and national scale

stand on the principles-of the Fourth International,

B The dlvislon between the two organizations 1s a ocause
of- scandal for the Fourth International in the United States,
confusea the proletariat, and diverts the energy and atten-
tion of the membership. '

" Unity is needed so that the Fourth International may take
advantage of the possible formation-of an Independent Labor-
Party. Experience in Europe has mroved to the Trotskylte
movement the difficulty of persuading workers of the organi-
zational eoneclusions of Bolshevism unless the revolutlionary
rarty is ofisufficient force to attract them. Experience has
alao pr oved the necessity of a strong Bolshevik organizatlon

. to reslst the attractive pcwer of a mass Labor Party.

In a few mohths‘the two organizations wil) be publishing
between them the equivalent of a four page daily paper in the
United States. Around the organization of such a tremendous
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‘weapon of the class struggle, there is the possibil&ty of re-

 and the difficulties w.lch it creates for the Fourth In

pldly oreating a political organizatlon which will shtamp it~
self upon the conaciousness of the United States &3 a sorloua

- contender for leadership of the revolutionary proletsriat,

" The reatest obstacle in the path of the develoiment of
the Fourth International in the Unlted States is Stalini:zm,

The greatest blow the Trotskyist m~-—ement in the United States

can deal %ﬁe Stalinists 1s the foi. :tion of a united organi-
gation. ere is emerging in the United States a genoral
tendency toward revolution which is at the same time hostile
to Staliniam. The Feurth International in the United States
oannot organize, develop and expand this tendency as long as
it 1s divided into two groups., The new line of the Staé&nists

erng=
tlonal are doubled and quadrupkd by the division between the
two organizetions, -

Both ‘the leadership of the Workers Party and the Socialist

~ Workers Party pose the question of unity in organizat Lonal

terms, whereby they once again demonstrate their imperfect

- grasp of the radicaliz atlon of *he American proletariat and

the lagging behind of the revolutionary organization. The

Socialist Workers Party, in particular, by viewing such suo~

6essed as it may gain in relation to the Workers Party and
not ir. relation to the needs of the proletariat, betrays a
oeriminal and sectarian blindness, The unprincipled maneuvers

- #f the Soolalist Wyrkers Party in- regard to the question of

unity betrays the secterlan factionalism of the old @ opagan-
dist:olrcle and its incapaclty to understand the needs of the

"American proletariat taday.

The only serious barrier to unity, the problem of the har=-
monlous funotioning of two organizations with different poli-
tloal views, is in the last analysis to be solved by the pro~
letariat, éoth organizoations recognizae in theory and practice
that the success of the Fourth International is rooted in the

-maintenance of closest contact wi+» the proletariat. The

" February 25, 1946, - )

safeguard for the malntenance of 1.ity against irreaponsible
factionalism in both parties is the’growth of the revclution-
ary party in correspondence with the opportunities and respon-
sibllitles which will be presented to it by the march of the
Amsrican proletariat toward the social revolution, '

In its readiness to sacrifice its independeme and subcre
dinate 1ts political line to the majority in a unified organi-
zation, the WP shows the genuineness of its claims to leader-
ship of the fAmeriocon preletarict. Under the circumstances,
however,. its first task is to build itself a mass tasis 1n the
kmenican proletarian vanguard., But at the same time, 1t will

- miss no legitimate opportunity to pose before the Fcurth In-

ternational in the United States and the Americon poletariat

the objective necessity for unity-ard the reactionary role
: played by those who stard in its way.e
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