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A BRIEF REPORT ON THE FRENCH, - BELGIAN,
AND GEK4iAN SECTIONS OF THE FOURTH IN-
TERNATIONAL

By James M, Fenwick

The major pertion of the following report deals with the
International Communist Party of France, the French section ef
the Fourth International. The information it contains was
derived through fairly constant contact with leading members
of the minority of the French erganization between mid-July
and late September, 1945,

It will be gpparent upon reading that there are import-
ant gaps in the information. This is due to a number of fac-
tors: the semi-legal existence of the French comrades, which
militated against my seeing as many of them aes might be desired;
my inability to spend exhaustive sessions with them; the
fact that I was not a m-ibor of the "official* Amzrican sec-
tion; the relative newrees ¢1 many comrades, which limited
their experience to very recent years; the occunation, which
necessitated a conspiratoriasl existence and likewise limited
the knowledge of even leading cowrades as to wha’% was occurring
in the organization; a certaln organizationali slackness within
the French party, which hinde€red the securing ¢f informaticn

and literature; etc.

Nevertheless, thie report can be assumed to be reasonably
- complete and accurate. Jt has been pcssible to check some eof
the data with other comrades c¢f our party, with foreign com-
.rades, and with information ccontained in the French Trotsky-
igt press. Substantial factuel concurrence has been found.

£L£E£EL

- The French party consists of around 450 members. About
135 are located in the Paris area; the remainder are dis-
tributed throughout the provinces in such cities as Grenoble,
Lyon, Marseille, etc. There is no separate ycuth section.

The party did not grow significantly during the occupation.
Despite the severity of the nazi and Vichy terror, however, -
the party did recruit, maintaining the number of members at
a constant level despjte defections, deportations, imprison-
ment, and executions.™ .

According to Albert DemaziSre, the secretary of the
French organization, the party finds itself, for the moment,

#For a summary ef the courageous activity of the French party
since 1940, comrades are referred to the review of the pamphlet
La lutte des Trotekytes sous la Terreur Nazi ‘lhe Tsotskyist
Strypohe under the Nazi Terror) published in the January, 1948,
1asue of The New International. ; 819
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somewhat in a blind alley. Generally speaking, it feels

the absence of qualified political leaders; it feels the
necessity for a clear perspective; 1t came out of illegali-
ty tired and now must chafe under the burden of semi-legali-’
ty; it suffers from organizational looseness and is, in -
general, somewhat taken aback by the magnitude of the prsb-
‘lems confronting it, especially when they are viewed along-
gide the small size of the organization and its isolation.

‘ It is unquestionable that the basic, though not the

“ absolute, reason for theix present isolaticn, their small-
ness, and the consequent etrbing of their mocrale derives from
the false estimation of the resistance movement made by the
majority of the French varty. Behind the resistanee move-
ment the majority saw on.v inglo-American &xna French imperial-
ism and the Russian burc¢aicracy. For propcsing to exploit

the progressive aspects of the resistance the minority was
characterized as "nationaiists", and "agents oI De Gaulle'.

In isolated instances, where comrades were assigned te
work within the reaistance, or where they entered on thelr
own initiative, the results were excellent. Whcle combat
sections of the F.T.P., a stalinist resistance group, for
example, were won over to Trotskyism or made sympathetic to
it and brought umtier the party's discipline. ‘

‘ It would be foolish to contend that a correct position
on the national question would have automaticaily been’
an open sesame to a large mass mcvement of ths Fcurth In-
ternational in France. The Commurist paxviy was td0 large,
its resources were too great, and iis brutal, cnauvinist line
was too easily acceptable to have left a clear iield for our
comrades. Nevertheless, & correct position 2a tvhe national
question would have greatly augmented our forces and fore-
stalled the present relative isolation of the French party.

~ The attitude toward the resistance flowed from a gener-
@l misapprehension of the historic etage in which Europe,

and in particular, France, found itself. 1In the latter stages ' -

of the war the comrades were persistently expecting revolu-

tionary rather than nationalist uprisings. At the time of

the Normandy invasion, for example, they expected risings to
take place not only in France but in the German army and in
German factories as well.

This outloek led to minor but.costly tactical blunders
which centributed to the circumscribing of the party's in-
fluence. At the time of the liberation of Paris, for in-
stance, armed militia of the various currents of the re-
sistanee movement took ¢ver the editorial offices and print-
ing plants of the big Paris dailies (which had been, of
course, cellaborationist under the occupation) and began to
publish and distribute their newspepers to a news-starved
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public. Our comrades falled to de so, since the majority
felt that the democratic interlude was going to last only

a few days, when it would be abruptly terminated by the
allied repression. To take over a printing plant, they felt,
would only be to expose our comrades. Life, alas, often
rud2ly takes hold of political schema, especially "orthodox"
Fourth Internationalist echema. The repression did not ceme;
the interlude extended. itself. The French comrades finally:
sent a representative to see the chairman of the resistance
press committee., "Where the hell have you ween?" he said.
"We've been 1ooking all over for you! We've been wanting
to give you L'Qeuvre!® The comrade stammered around a bit--

'0euvre was formerly one of the big Paris dailies---and re-
ported ted back to the party. In the interim, Bogomolov, the
Russian ambaBsador to France, arrived in France. His firet
act, after hanging up his hat, was, of courese, to see that
the French Trotskyiste did not receive the printing plant.
It was then too late for anything to be done.

There aTe many comrades in France who feel that a
similer failure to.establish the legal existence of the
party by boldly assuming it in the initial days of the lib-
eration resulted in the semi-legal 1life it _is now forced
to lead. The party is lezdl, but La Verité (Truth), the
officigl party organ, is not. It is published as an intern-
- al bulletin. The comrades are slso rubjected to periodic:

harrying by the police. That a public headquarters for the
Paris organization was not secured until a full year after
the liberation is another example of the pernicious effect
of their wrong analysis of the course of development of
'EurOpean events.

There are a number of reasons for the adoption of the
false line. Basic, of course, was a failure to recognize
the significance of the new events in Europe, and a cleav-
ing to old concepts. This was a common failure in import-

. ant sections of the Fourth International, as the position

of the Revolutionary Communist Party in England and the

" Socialist Workers Party in the United States attests. The
presence of inexperienced leaders aggravated the failure in
" France, where, if anywhere, a correct position should have
been worked out because of the decvelopment of a "classic"
resistance movement.

- For one poor reason or another, many of the old lead-
ers broke unier the stress of the war and the occupation
and withdrew from party work. Rous is now the politiccl
- editor of Clte-Soir, a sheet which only by an all-encompass—
ing love and charity for everything that 1ives could be
qualified as socialist. It is chiefly remariable for its
excellent coverage of bicycle racing. Nadeau'’s contribu-
tion to th:s emancipation of mankind has been the pubiication
of a long history of surrealism. Zeller, the former youti
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leader, runs an art store. Pierre Naville took Hitler's
propaganda seriously to the extent that he believced thut the
nazi empire was destined to rctraddle Eurecpe, it nos fsv the

- next thousand years, taen for the next hietorical c¢pezh,
(His position has been ceecribed as simiier tc Eurnham's.)
His conclusion was that the perty should dissolve and work
within the Hitler+=orgaaizstions. The party did not choose
to follow this wisdom., Mavilie also could not stay away
from the typewriter. He has published two bocks in recent
years, one a biography of d'ilolbach, and the cther a
study of Watson's-behavioriem. Naville, along with other
former Trotskyists gnd persnons sympathetic to former Trotsky-
istes, hus pubiished one iesue of a magazsine called La Crise
Frangaise ?Thezzggnoh Orisii), The crisis, needless to say,
18 not within such perscrne ar Naville. Bettelheim has pub- -
lished what 1e£ €3id to »¢ 3n excellent work, called Plani-
fication Sovietigue (3oviet Plenning). Rousset was deported
during the occupation sainc¢ uvnur bis return couid not find his
way to rejoining *he party, Ioeling that the new and younger
leadership "was not responsibie," ) ,

In addition, twenty-seven experienced leaders and mili-
tants died at the hands of the nazis or the Vichyites during
the occupation. Paramount among them was Marcel Hic, whose
death in deportation is keenly felt in a politcal and person-
al sense. Had Hic and trhe others lived, it is entirely
poesible that the evolution of the French Trotekyist move-
ment would have been entirely differeni. i Hizc is re-
ported to have held the corrcct position on the national
guestion. His political authority would no dcubt have gone
& long way toward making his position prevail,

In addition to the fQregoing, many of the present lead- -
ers such as Albert Demaziere and Maurice Lavel spcnt many
months in jall and deportation. The exigencies 21 an 11--
legal existence likewise militated againet the esnzbliskment
of a real collective opinion. . T

As a consequence of all this, the leadership was of ne-
cessity assumed by younger and less experienced comrades.
" Fearing to fall into "opportunism," the tendency among them
was to play safe by adhering to the older tenets of the move-
ment. This tendency was reinforced by the admission to the
party of the former Molinier group, who were intransigeantly
oprosed to participation in the resistance movement.

—— s eppne

#so0 acutely felt is the need for qualified political leader-
ship that in October, 1945, negotiations were being opened up
with certain of these men in an attempt to bring them back
into tbhe organization. A bad error, : 812'
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It was thus that the French party arrived at 1té pre-~
sent situation. ‘ .

, The current minority distinguishes itself from the majeri-
ty chiefly on the basis of the nationa2l question. They,
- 1like the majority, conceive of Russia as a degenerated workers!
state and were for its defense during the war.

It is my impression that the minority, however, is do-
ing the major portion of the work of the organization. Mem-
bers of the minority, Demaziere and Lavel, are the oven func-
tionaries of the party. Louis D. i1s active in the publica-
tion of Front Ouvriére (Workers' Front), a popularly written
revolu tionary paper but not published in the name of the
organization. He was also the prime mover in the prepara-
tion of La Lutte des Trotskvstes sous la Terreur Nazi (The
Trotskyist Struggle unler the Nazi Terror), an excellenily
done pamphlet publicizing the activity of our movement dur-
ing the occupation, and the only pamphlet published since
the liberation., iembers of the minority were, of course,
the most agjive in the resistance movement, One o0f them,
Andre Calves, is well known for having, along with several
~comrades of the F.T.P.,, killed the notorious mayor of Puteaux. .
The minority seems to be active in other ghases of party life
as well. Who compose the majority I cannot say. Ncr could
I ascertain the relative sizes of the minority and ihe
majority, since a convention had not been held where heads
couid-be counted,

As the first step in the rearming of the party, a conven-
tion was planned for October, 1945, It should go far toward
clearing the air. I am not informed as to what the minority
intended to place upon the agenda. "Everythingl" said one
of the minority comrades. A certain stabilization in the
Frefich organization, to be achieved by assessing the past and
drawing up perspeotive for the immediate future, is a neces-
sary prerequisite for the basic study and adoption of the
political orientation develdped by the Workers Party over
the past fiye years. We should soon know how far the conven-
tion went toward establishing this stabilization.

, Politically, the French organization supports the tradi-
tional Trotskyist position as put forward in the United States
by the Socialist Workers Party. Fortunately, the benevolernt
despotiem exercised by Cannon does not find its counterpsart

in the French organization. It seems to be content with cld-
fashioned, unadorned democratic centralism. The French
comrgdes whom I met impressed me very favorably.

Politically, the minority.is closest to us. They are
in agreement with us on the national question, at leaet in-
- spfar as it relates to the resistance movement in ¥rance in
the past. Cannon's estimaticn of the revolutionary tempo

813
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of events in Europe they dismiss with a puzzled smile and
‘& shrug of the shoulders. That Cannon is a bureasucrat is

§ virtually accepted as an established fact. They are friend-

. ly to the point of view of the minority in the 5.W.P. They

are for unity of the W.P. and the S.W.P., seeing no reason
why the diverse pelitical opinions cannot ce-exist in the
same organization, They are very willing to discuss all
other questions. The;. Frerich comrades recognize that dur—
ing the past five years they have remained outside the stream
of much Fourth Internationalist thought., When I saw them
they knew nothing 6f our organization except for what they
could gather from the raging against us in the Cannon press.
They asked questions like: "And do yeu publish a paper?"
When told we published a weekly paper, as well as a monthly
theoretical organ, they were very surprised. They desire
very much to receive our literature and to study and dis-
cuss it. : ,

The French comrades work clesely with the German com-
rades in Parisi There are five Germans in Paris, with
other emigrds scattered all over France, England, Belgium,
and Switzerland. They seem to maintain a closely-knit
and active life. Only a few of the Germans have Treturned
to work in Germany. It is very difficult to secure permis-
sion from allied authorities to return. Work in Germany is
made exceptienally rigerous, in additisn, by the desperate
lack of food, shelter, heat and clothing. Further, communi-.
cation with even nearby towns within Germany is made almost
-impossible by the absence of almost any type of transporta-
tion or postal service. In addition, as in Franoce, Marxist
literature, which once existed in such profusion, has al-
most totally disappeared. So atomized, so disoriented, so far
baekward has working class thipking been thrown that the
German comrades have taken as their; initigl task the re-
dressing of German radioal thinking through th: establish-
.mént of a journal to which fqrmer social -democcrats, Brandler-
ites, Stalinists, and other radicals would be invited.to -
i contribute as the first step in clarification of German
3 pPolitical theught. Excellent work is also being done amcng
3 German prisoners in France,

It is intercsting to note that while none of the five
Germans, in Paris have identical positions on the character
of the Russian state and its defense, they are able to work
harmoniously on other tasks, 'since they feel that the
character of Russia, and its defense, do nut emerge as prac-
tieal questions for them. They state, a little ingenuously,
"The job of deciding whether Russia is worth d=fending is
2 first of all a question to be decided by the Russian comrades.
- They are in the best position to develep a correct line, "

The Germans I talked to were very much interested in
Jknowing what we and the German emigrés in the U.S. were think-.
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-1hg;‘ They would weloome any 11terature sent them.

While in France I was able to visit RBelgium briefly and :
obtain & synoptic but accurate plctuv:~ of the Belgian party.
As formerly, the Revolutionsry Commu: “ot Party, the Belgian
section of the Fourth Internationsl, is weil grounded in
- the working class, particularly emcag the miners. It was
very active during the wav. Agitetion was conducted among
German eoldiers and Belgian werkers, xalsing the slegan ef
1nterpationa;,working class eslicsrity, Fifty issues of
a Voie de ILépine (Tae Peth of Lerin) were jgsned in clan—
eetinity. Fiffeen und:zigrovad p~dams wave published in
Flemish. Five pamphicts were prinied in illegality, and
dszens ef leaflets in French, Guruwan, Flemish, end Polish
were distributed. The party gained in membership during the
occupation. I am not acquainted with its relations to the
resistance movement, L : -

The party paid a heavy price for its activity. Twenty
members of the party, including the outstanding and beleved
figure of Leon Leroil, died at the hands of the nazis. The
only defection during the occupation was that of Walter
Dauge. He did not, es previously reported, join the fas-
cists. Had he done so, he could have informed upon almest
the whole organization. But he did %collaburate! to the ex-
tent of engaging in black market operations 2n a grand scale.
His renegacy deelt a severe blow to wre infiusnce the or-
ganizetion fcrmerly wielded in the imrortant Biyrinage coal
mining area, a lvses which the erganizstion has nrt yet been
able tc recoup. BPauge was killed by Stalinists in 1944.

Following the liberation, our comrades were the leaders
in pressing the d-mands of the miners, in fighting against
the dissolution of the resistance org-nizations, in agitating

- against the monarchy and fer the rep. .ic, in leading
demonstrations against the return of Leop~ld, and in ini-

" tlating a pelicy of fraternization with the Germazn slave
laborers in the Belgian mines. 4s a result sf maladroitness
at, the time of the Buchenwald revelatisns, when la Vesie de

enine came out fer selidarity with the German workers, the
vaper was suppressed. They now publish La Lutte Ouvriére
(Forkers' Struggle). , ‘

. Like the French, the Belgians feel the lack of a quali-
fied pelitical lead:rship. They possess an excellent prole-
tarian base. The Belgian party would unquestionably faver
the unity of the W.P. and the S.W.P. They are cager to re-
ceive aur literature. ‘

F I S A S
To meet and talk»with‘the'French, German, and Belgian

825




-8

comrades was to reinforce one's conviction in the dignity
of man and in his ultimate socialist destiny. In spite of
the unspeakable horrors of the war, a ferocious police re-
pression unprecedented in modern times, a tidel wave of
chauvinism which engulfed all other orgerizations, in spite
of privations of which Americans c¢2n have no reai understand-
ing, they kept alive the spirit of revolutionary socialism
in western Furope at a time when the conscience of mankind
reached its lowest ebb. They made pyiiticzl exrors, yes--
even bad ones. But we aud they, working together, can cor-
rect them. They were only humazn beingse, but they lived like
heroes. 1t made cne proud and humble to be able to call
them comrade.

December 19, 1945.

Vd
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COMMUNICATION TO LOCAL NEW YORK
January 10, 1946.

'LOCAL NEW YORK
Dear Oomrades-

It has come to the attention of the Political Committee
that the by-laws ol lcsal u“W Tork, gdopted at last Sunday's
convention, provide for the electicn of the city onrganizer
- by the conveantion. This actiun followed the reading of a
section in the proposed by-laws providing for the election
of the city organizer by the city committee.

The convention perhaps felt that such a procedure was
thoroughly democratic: that it would bring the city organi-
zer closer to the membership, make him more responsible to
the membership and give the membership greater authority in
oconducting ‘the affairs of 1local New York, There is nothing
wrong with these desires. It is understandable that dele-
gates were disturbed over the actual or alleged difficulties
in the local organization and wanted to take steps to im-

- prove the situation. It is necessary to ‘point out-snd dis-
ouss in some detall, that what the convention did will not
‘accomplish the purpose the delegates had in mind, but will
- gccomplish exactly the opposite. .

, ‘The recommendation of the outgoing city committee that
the organiger Qe elected by the city committee would make
the organizer responsible to the city committee. The city
committee.is elected by the convention. It funotions be-
tween conventions, in the name of the convention by virtue
of authority vested in it by the convention. 1t is the
highest body in the city between conventions. The conven-
tion is composed of delegates e€lected by the branches. This
. procedure, as you know, is based on the fundamental organi-
" zational principle of a Bolshevik party, namely the principle‘
.Of democratic centraliem.

New York has a city organizer with & city committee.,
This committee is in charge of and directs all the activities
of the local. It elects or appoints all city functionaries.
Aside from the purely formal aspects of the question it is
necessary for the city committee to ds=liberate on the elec- ‘
tion of functionaries and elect the best people for particu— '
lar posts from among those comrades available,

What is the situation created by ‘the by~law which the
convention adopted? The city organizer is not responsible to
anybody. He ie elected by the convention. The convention is

- 827
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not a continuing body. It passes out of existence at ad-
journment. A convention cannot be reconvened. A new oon-
vention must be called and delegates for such a convention
must be elected by the branches. The new convention must
be: (a) a regular convention called according to the party
statutes and the local by-laws, or (b) a special convention
called under the same authority, o - .

According to the present by-laws of New York the city
organizer, in his capacity as city organizer, is respons-
ivle only to the convention which elected him, but whkich

"dees not exist today. Therefeie the present city organizer
is responsible to no committee and to no body of the party -
except the Political Committee of which the preesent® city
organizer is & member. Technically, this places the pre-
sent city organizer of New York directly respcneible only
t0 the Political Committee and not to the city comaittee.

He cannot be removed by the city committee. He cannot be
removed by the Neerork membership, :

Formally what the convention did was to abrogate the
democratic éentralist principles of the party ard cstablish
a sort of burcsucratic poet. The conveniion did not intend
this, of course, but this ie in fact whet it did. ’

: To say that the present city vrganizer is respsnsible

to the city committee bacause the by-isee provide tiLat he

be a member of the city committee or to s=ay ithet that was

the intention of the action of the convention does not pro-
vide a solution. The fact is that if the clty organizer so
desires, under the present by.-law he could fumction or at-
tempt to function as a sort of autocrat. In thie cuse a
struggle between the city organizer snd the city committee
would ensue, which struggle, of course, wculd be inken to
“the membership. I% woula be a case of which was the stronger
or which could muster greuter forces. Thie, of course, in
the classic larguage of the movement is the piosedure attend-
ant on the establishment of a benapariist regime. '

To be sure, this is not the real situation in local
New York, and such a situation will nnt in fact develop.
But it is necessary to cmphasize thz. formally such a con-
tingency ie inherent in the procedure adopted by the conven-
tiono . '

~ What happened in this instance only underscores the ne-
cessity for the party as a whole to understand what kind of
organization we are, what organizational principles and pro-
cedure ‘'we follow.. It would be well if each branch would con-
sider this question from the stendpoint of the meaning of
democratic centralism and hold discussions around this funda-
mental organizational concept maeking the disocussion revolve
concretely around this instance. 82-8
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This communication is sent to the party for educa-
tional purposes. It is not intended to be taken in any
legislative senee despite the fact that the Political
Committee must express its dircenproval of the acticn taken
by the convention. Cther aspects of the cuesticn will be
formulated for the cowing convention of the Party when re-
vision of the Party statutes is under consideration.

With comradely greetings,

David Coolidge
- Organizgtional Secretary

829
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EDUCATION FOR OUR RETURNI™G VETERANS!

By Arthur Stein

Education is one of thcse terms which have varying
-meanings to different people. To many in our society, 1t
is nothing but a means of achieving conventionzl succesees,
well-paying jobs, and a "good time" (whatever that might
mean) while being "educated". These are the people who go
to schools in order to emerge as professionals, with all
the conveniences and comforts which the status cf a pro-
fessional involves in our world. This kind of education,
naturally, is not for us. Not that 7 am opposed to this
type of thing merely because 1t interrupts current party ac-
tivities (which is, to be sure, an important consideration),
but it is a fact that our comrades want more from life than
the mere satisfaction of being one of the people who "count",
of always being able to know where tomorrow's meal comes
from, and of living a life free from manual labor. All
these conditions are highly dreirable, but they are, at
best, of secondary importance. Our comrades want, more than
these things, the satisfaction of being involved in the only
really significant activity of our time. To be a revolu-
tionist is so much more satiefying than the occupation of
any other profession mainly because 1t deals with the most
fund amental of all human problems. Unless we first solve
those problems with which we deal as revolutionary social-
ists, anything else we might do must be futile. A scientist
chained to capitalism can only be a scientist of death. An
engineer in a world of wars and exploitation oan only be an
engineer of destruction. But a revolutionist is a profee-
eional who deals with building 1ife, and with those things
which will make the work of all the other professions assume
a Teal meaning for humanity. For: those reasons we have
chosen the party instead of a literary or scientific oareer.

Thue, education for us has a different meaning than it
has for those who make their peace with stagnation for the
gsake of comfort, But, and let us not forget this, while the
content and direction of our education is radically different
from the education of the capitalist professionals, many of
the formse must be similar. In much the same manner that
many of the technical weapons in a revolutionary war are the
game on the side of the revolution as they are on the side
of the oporessors, some of the tools we usc in educating our-
selves legitimately can, and properly should, be similar to

the tools used by our opponents. The most important of these
tools which we should utilize whenever possible is the prac-
tice of devoting the greater part of our time for a limited
period to the assimilation of significant fundamentals of
the results of human research in the various fields of learn-
ing. OConcretely, I believe it essential that every young

| 3:30
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revolutionist, where at all poesible, spend a year or more
doing nothing but learning the basic principles of the
natural sciences, learning about the main trends in the
hisgory of human development, and learning about the ide-
ology of our capitalist enemy. 1If we are serious about our
long-term perspectives, we cannot afford to ignore the ne-
cessity of building a core of people capable of making dis-
tinctions between the various cures that are procpcsed from
all sides for the ailments of humanity. If we are thiunking
of our movement not only in terms of the immediate necds of
the party, if we are thinking of our movement as the science
of transforming the world from a place of misery intc a
place where man as such will use the powers of naturs to
his real interests, we must have people who are well edu-~
cated, people who are capable of giving long-term direction
to the confused movements of contemporary humanity.,

Some comrades might object that all a revolutionist
needs to know can be learned in the factory and on the trade-
union floor. -‘Some comrades might think that learning about
history and philosovhy and science ie nothing but idle
intellectualiem. But let thesec comr:fcs consider their.
answer, to give an example, to the Jaitholic construction
of the world. Let them think about the claim that only
humans cen reason, and that there is nothing approaching
reason anywhere else in the animal world, and that the power
to reason can in no way be traced in any of the usual scienti-
fic explanations of human development. --Or how will they answer,
to give another example, the claim that human nature is '
static, and that nothing can ever be done about it? How will
they answer the claim that humanity logically implies _
monogamy? Or what will they say about the denial of logic,
the claim that logic is but one way of rcasoning, not neces- .
sarily superior to "emotion"? And (I could go on with this
forever) what will these comrades have to say about the place
of emotions in human life? .

If they have answers to all these problems, it is sure

that they did not learn the necessary scientific facts needed
to substantiate their answers in the factory or orn the union
floor. 1If they are sure that they will not be taken in by
the intelligent-sounding phrases of the renegades from our
movement, they did not receive their training for this gbili-
ty in Todd's shipyard. - (This is not a slur at our shipyard
comrades, who learned much about workers and unions and or-
ganizational procedures in Todd--not to mention Federal,
But one thing they did not learn in either of these places
was the structure of the ape's nervous system, or the fact
that there have becn societies in the history of humanity
where it was quite moral to have more than one wife.)

v Our young comrades who are returning from their night-
mare experiences in the military machine of American imperial-
ism have a very healthy desire to find out as much as possible
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about the world in which they live. They want to test their
socialist conviotione in the light of all man knows about
his own history and the history of those things that are
around him and that affect his life. Their snscialiem and

~ their desire to learn are one and the same thing. The party
must encourage éne by facilitating the other. Those of us
who want to go to college shsuld not be mede to fzel guilty,
ghould not be made to feel as if we were ceserting the move-

ment, A
### #

1t is true, of course, that the party has very import-
ant immediate tasks which are impossible to carry out with-
out the presence of a subetantial number of veterans in the
faotories. But while we are attending to our irmediate
needs, can we afford to forget our moTe long-term necessities?
The party has a right to allocate a sufficient number of
people to the factories--it has no right to outlaw formal
education permanently.

I believe that we can take care of both needs without
fatal impairments to our present potential fighting efficiency.

I do not here attempt to give any blueprints for the
details of what I have in mind. I merely offer the principle
of allowing and urging all those who are eligihle to make
full use of the opportunities presented in tae GI bill of
rights under the guidance of the party. Instead of dis-
couraging education, the party should assist it. The best
qualified comrades in the organization should be used to
give advice to the veterans on how to go to schccl and learn
-gomething. In order to pay sufficlent attention to the edu-
cational needs of our veterans, the party should establish
a well-functioning educational committee, which, .in close
collaboration with the labor committee, should allocate
comrades to the colleges in the same manner that we now allo-

' - cate comrades to the various concentrations. Every comrade

who desires to go to school should be given an oroortunity
to go sooner or later. If there are more such comrades than
the party can spare at the moment, half shouid be allowed to
g0 to school the first year, the other half the ncxt.

1 believe that there is quite a bit to be learned in

~ the capitalist colleges, provided we go about it intelli-
gently, and orovided that we will not be hindered by having
to work full time while trying to lecarn. The government
wants to give us the money needed for educating ourselves,
We need education.-- Why not take both? :

December 15, 1945.

(Thie document was also endorsed by B. Donaldson and Bert

- Ryan.) a3
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THE PARTY CADRE AND UNITY

‘ By Scopa and David Corbin

‘Foreword

~part I of "The Party Cadre and Unity" was written by
Scopa. Part II was written by David Corbin. After reading
Comrade Scopa's article before it was submitted, I thought
it was excellent, but did not treat the subject fully
enough. Comrade Scopa turned his article over to me so that
I could delay submitting it until mine, which is written as
a direct continuation of his, could be completed. Opinions
or fsrmulations expressed in Part II are not necessatily
those of Scopa. Circumstances of time and place have made
cleser collaboration impossible,

David Corbin

Part I

: The exchange of letters with the S.W.P. on the subject
of unity signifies that our own party, at least, is serious
about the unity of all Trotskyist ferces in the U.%.A. The
W.P. has indicated that a firm basis for unity exiets, :

It has been sutlined both in eur letterz to the S.W.P.
and on other occasions. Substantially it can be atated as
fallows: "The whule of Trotsky for the new generaticn of
Marxists that must be trained and organized doss not l%e in
his contradictory theory of the class character of Russia;
it is not even a dscisively impéxtent part of the whole.
Trotekyism is all of Nerx, Engels and Lenin that hais with-
stood the test of time and struggle--and thai is 2 good deall"
(Shachtman—,"The struggle for a New Course"- p. 245)

The obstacles which the S. w P. put in the way of unity
does not alter the fact that there is a s»undi tasis for it,
What is legical cannot forever be prevented by a nariaw
factional and buresucratic approach. Sooner or latcr the
S.W.P. leadership will have to reckon with this logic provid-
ing we hold firmly to what we consider to be correct perspec-
tive . ‘

It is clear that if unity is desirable and progressive
we will continue to work for it without lessening; of course, .
in the slightest our own independent and party building ac-
tively. The anti-unity attitude of the S.W.P. leadership
eannet and should not affeot our own perspective.

But in the light ¢f this perspective we must reconsider
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our attitude toward the party cadre as presented and adopted
by the Active Workers Conference last August. For, if we
hold to the perspective of unity, we must be prepared for the
time when there will be & united party with the S.W.P. whose
foundation will be Trotskyism. When the members of the W.P.
and S.W.P. take their place side by side as party builders
of a united party, any claim by either those coming from the
W.P. or the 8.W.P. to being the cadre of the party can only
be disruptive of the newly achieved unity. Obviously, the
cadre of the united party will have to be composed of both
-the members of the W.P. and the S.W.P. :

But suppose the S.W.P.'ers in the united party say to

. us: ™Not you but we reoresent the cadre of the united partye.
It 1s true that we are all Trotskyists but on important politi-
cal questions you represent the political opposition. Con-
sequently, ‘you cannot constitute the core or the cadre of the
united party." Such an attitude would astenish all of ws, but
would we have the right to complain? Not if we hold to our
present conception of a party cadre. Let us see why this is
80, ,

The Party Cadre and Political Agreement
\ .

The document, "The Task before the Party", presented by
Comrade Shachtman to the Active Workers Conference, states:
The cadre "is based firmly on the fundamental program of the
"party, not merely on those parts of it which are held in
"comnion by ancther or any number of other organizations but
above all on the fundamental program and traditions of our
movement and on those contributions to Marxian theory and
revolutionary Socialist politics which have becn made by us
collectively in the past five years of our party's existence.
Only a common program can give a cadre the solidity without
which it does not deserve the name, without which it cannot
fulfill its task,"

After reading the above we would like to say that it
means something elsé. However, it is too clear a statement.
It says plainly: full political agreement is an essential pre-
requisite for the party cadre. If we concede that in prac-
tice the party leadership does admit to the cadre individuals
with this or that political difference (Draper, Lund) it is
no less true that a serious political opposition is by defini-
" tion excluded from the cadre. At best, under this formula-

- tion, it is the party lead~rship which decides what degree of
- political opposition, aggressiveness, etc., excludes comrades
from consideration fer the party cadre. '

Dialectics and the Party Cadre

What is wrong heré? Politically, the conception of a
party cadre wpich decs net 5r may not allow room for serious
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political ooposition is static and conservative. We take
for granted that a party cadre must be imbued with party
loyalty, must be an active, devoted and educated ccre but
it is nothing if there is erased from it the quality of criti-
cal thought. . ' '

We are a revolutionary party because, more than any other,
we sssociate change with life. Our party is constructed te
keeo in touch with living reality in thought and in action.

OQur device is democratic-oentralism. Inncr party democracy
enables the party and, particularly, the party cadre, propverly
understood, to react frecly and correctly to the compiex liv-
ing reality. Therefore, differences in political outiook
must be expected. Viewed this way, the party cedre has, with-
in the framework ef its common outlook, a contradictory and
not a menelithic eharacter. It is only centtaliem which unites
the contradictory elements of the party cadze, subordinating
the minority to the majority for united striking power outside
“the party. In pslitical ideas the elementz wf the cadre
shift constantly, minerities become majorities and majorities
become minorities. The number of questions that one disagrees
en is net decisive. Generally this test can be applied to a
political epoesition; ite willingness to accept the discipline
ef the party and to participate in 1°s building. It daes net
matter what stage the party is in: wnether it is a propa-
ganda group, agitation party or something in between. In-our
opinien, this dialectical conception of the party cudre is
fundamental and valid to any stage c¢f the party's development.

. " Only if we believe that we have so guperiative a politic-
al and theeretical pesition for all and aye in the same way

that Hegel's brilliance came to an end with his belief in

the perfectien of the German state of his time can we spcak

9f a eadre without pelitical opposition.

Inner Patty Dsmocracy and the Party Cadre

In a united party with the S.W.P.'ers we will not only
want to form with them the party cadre but we will want to
win aver te our specific pelitical views the maximm number
of 0ld and new ccmrades.. In shert, we will want to transform
‘eurselves from a minority to a majority. Here again; Ws are
met with a self-imposed barrier. The Active WaIx=its Gonfer—
ence, with misgivings, it is true, aid nevertielens suhsaribe
to the follewing: "The cadre is the cducator, as we.i aa the
propagandiet and defender of the party program, within- the
ranks of the party itself," ‘ :

We will, of course, have to abandon this idea in practice.
At the same time that we will resist any attenmpts to put us
eutside of the party cadre, we will insist on our democratio
right to promote our specific political ideas within the ranks
of the party. We have adopted a view of the party cadre and
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its functions that, at best, brings us to an absurd and awk-
ward positien because we will certainly de our best in a -
united party te win recruits to our special political ideas.
. Our present conception of the party cadre must be revised.

The possibility of a united party is a test of the idea and
an 111umination of its incorrectnese. ‘

Trotsky and the Party Cadre

We don't have to go too far back to understand what a
party cadre is, to understand its commcn basis, iis contra-
dictery character, its limitations, and its rights. DBefoTe
the split in 1940, Comrade Shachtman was with other com-ades
of the opposition a part of the cadre of the Socia.iist Wcrkers
Party. Despite the fact that he had the most serious differ-
ences with the majority which he espoused within the partiy )
with characteristic vigor, he together with his active polit-
" ical co-thinkers considered themselves an integral part of
the party cadre. No one ever challenged this status nor did
anyone attempt to deny the then mincrity the right tc dofend
its special -point of view within the party iteelf, 1In a
- letter tc the S.W.P. dated February 21, 1940, Trctsky made
"this absolutely clear. He wrote: "The Fourth International
is the only honest revolutionary’ organization in the world.

We don't have any professional bureaucracy. Our ‘apparatus!
has no means of eocercion. Every question is deciddd and every
member is apprecciated throurh methods of the mcst complete
party drmocracy. If the majority of the party members are
mistaken, the minority can, by and by, educate them. If not.
.pefore the next convention, then after it. The minority can
attract new members to the party and transform itself into a
~majority. It is only necessary tc have a bit of cconfidence in
the workers and a bit of hope that the werkers can be imbued
with confidence in the leaders of the opposition."

= ‘ It is not elways possible to prevent a eplit in a party.
. The 1940 split signifies the division of the original party
cadre and the formation of the cadre; of two parties. Uni-
fication of the two parties will dc just the opposite.. With-
in the American Trotskyist movemént a significant split has
been exceptional. For years, political oppositions, majorities
and mincrities, which composed the Trotskyist cadre managed te
- 1live together in the same party and guided themselves more cr
less by Trotsky's prescription. It is still the test formula
fgr a party cadre. The perspective of unity only emphasizes
that fact.

Novemmer 1, 1945, ' ‘ o Scopa
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Part IT

" We have just attempted to show that a parsy cadre should
be composed of those willing to bulld the party gnd to accept
discipline. Conversely, we have shown that the conceptlon
of a party cadre which excludes those with lmportant differ-
ences is static, unworkable and harmful.

A comrade might be inclined to agree with us and then
asks2 Db you mean to say that a party cadge ghould or oan e
composed of all, regardless of the degree of political differ-
ences? For example, it is conceivable that there may be a
minority reformist (social-democratic) tendescy within a

.Marxist party. Would we then wish to 4nclude 8¢ in the
cadre of the party? ,

Let us examine the issues that thig quegtion raises.
It is possible, though not very likely, ¢o have in a Marxist
party a minority reformist tendency, We would not consider
this tendency as a part of the party gadre, snd it is not
likely that they would consider themgelves as such. Should
the reformist tendency continue to gemain in the minority,
‘1% would, sooner or later, find the giscipline of the party
intolerable. The non-acceptance of reformigtg §n the cadre
of a Marxist party is even more clearly eeen i we assume,
for a moment, that it ie the reformiste and not the Marxists
who are in the leadership of a party, In that case we would
- be speaking not of a Marxiat”gut of a reformigt party. The
‘discipline of such a party and its unity would have a com-
pletely subordinate character for the Marxist tendency nor
could the latter consider itgelf a part of the reformist
cadre. While even in thete cases it might be pogsible to
maintain unity for a while, any joint aoceptance of party-
building and discipline ocould only de dye to the fluid and
undetermined state of the party and its program, or miscal-
culation or lack of understanding on the part of at least

- one tendency. S

It is easy to see the problem when one ccnsiders so
obvious a current as reformism. But it is subetantially such
an extrexne evaluation of the situation that one must make dee
fore one '8 prepared tec éxclude a tendency from the cadre of
a Marxist party and legically, even, from the party itself.

In etker rords, before one can correctly wish to exclude a
tendency .rem the party cadre, he would first have to conclude
that the deminance of hig own tendency was even more important
than the unity of the party. What is invclved, therefore,

18 the questicn of unity. To exoclude from the cadre those

who disagree politically $s tc establish a condition of mere-
ly tolerating them in the party eo long as they remain in the
minority. ' | o '

The party program must, of course, be the basis for
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agitation and propaganda. And, of course, it is sometimes
a genuine problem for the party leadership to see that the
party position dominates in personnel as well as line.
However, what do we mean by building the party on the basis
of the party program?

. To have a one-fzution cadre means to take organization-
al steps to incure that the party in the future can be built
only on the party (majoriiy) poeitions, as distinct from
those of the minority. It meens to tuild the party around
only those who do not belong io minority tendencies. It
means to tarely utilize the party-imilding capabilities of
the minoxity. It means to d2prive the mincrity of the )
opooxtunity of giwuitansously building the party effectively .
and growing intc a majority. The unity of such a party hae
"a most precariocus character,

In answering the question of whether a party cadre
®"ghould or can be compesed of all, regardless of the degree
of political differcnces®, we say, therefore, no - not if a
tendency'!s estimat2 of the imnortance of the politicsl
differences is such as to makes unity subordinate to its
hegemony over the perty. But let us be very clear that it ie
unity that is involved. Revolutioniets should not themselves
take eteps jeopordizing uni'ty without first being willing to

sacrifice it,

It is conceivable that insistence on domination is pre-
.ferable to unity, but, in that case, what is required is a
concrete evaluation which will indubitably demonetrate its
~neceseity. The question is: what factors go into the making
of a correct evaluation. . ' _ .

Just ae thare are~misconcepsions on the. Ycadre question®,
80 are there misconceptions on thie question. Lest one re-
gret thc cmdresdrcument, but. rush to accept its practical
‘conclusions, thie article will coneider some aspects of this
evaluation. _

Some Misconceptions of the Problem

‘ The question of the party cadre, regime and attitude to-
ward minority tenderciee in the party can never be dissociated
from one's attituds toward the various tendencies in the '
revolutionary socialist movement as a whole. '

It has been all toc common and disastoeus' an assumption
to view a struggle between Marxist tendencies where th=rc are
serious. differsnces, as leading necessarily to a bitter-end
strugele for factional domination, and a split. It is as
thouch these laws of struggle were impmutcble and inévitable.

They are indeed inevitable once the hypothesis is taken
- for granted, more preclsely, because it is taken for granted.
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This general assumption ig not an 1mmutable law dut rather,

at west, a conscious rolitical attitude. .Unfortunately it

is seldom expressed or given justification as such.

Often the differences between tendencies cover more
than just a wide range of practical problems. They may arise
- from a different application of general Marxist principles -
to an analysis of an historical period or phenomenon. ~ .

Then the concept of bitter-end factionalism is lent
even more weight, A tendency may mechanically identify its
existence as an organizationally independent force with the
independence of the vanguard of the working class and its
party. A motive force behind the actions of any tendency
must of course be the attempt to have its ideas and program
become that of a party. If this were the sole consideration
where two or more tendencies exist for a period of time, we
necessarily would end up with the same number of parties.
Each tendency would succeed in its objective of establishing
a party with what it considers a correct analysis and program.
We would end up with a correct program - from any point of
view - and a divided and sub=divided movement. Thus the task
of successfully making and ¢arrying through the Socialist
revolution is not completed or even necessarily advanced by
establishing, once and for all (even assuming this were
possible), the organizational and political hegemony of even
a oorrect line in the party. If thie were the case we'd have
had sociallism long ago. That there are other considerations
involved ie shown by the willingness of the W.P. to merge with
the S.W.P. and become a minority tendency and also by the
W.P. statement that the political differences are compatible
in one party. ,

Considerations of "pure" politics -~ that is, of one
political point of view versus another in a vacuum - can sel-
dom offer criteria for unity.

It is the task of those in the W.P. and all other sec-
tions of the Fourth Internationalist movement to examine other
tendencies in relation to the period we are living in, and
its requirements, with z view towards establishing the great-
est possible striking power in a revolutionary direction.

The Present Period and our Need for Unity

Before we go on to examine the present period in rela-

tion to this problem let us make this observation: The Marx-

st movement has often been afflicted with severe conflictse
with a political line winning out after severe and protracted
etruggles within and without the framework of one party. A :
well balanced and correct evaluation (or hindsight) has often
given a different and more favorable attitude toward the
possibility and desirability of unity. 839
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Appraisii ;s the Present and the Future

.- The following important and compelling factors make
"fér one cadre and one party: E oo

. (1) The degeneration of the Russian Revolution has
created new instruments of exploltation and new problems for -
the working class and 1its party. Discussion in the Marxist -
movement has been going on practically since the revolu-
tion itself. No early end can be seen to these dlfferences
of opinion. Some belleve that the final place in history
of the Russian question 1s yet to be determined.

(2) The war not only accentuated the acuteness of the
Russian and other questions but the impact of the war
caused sections of the Fourth Internationalist movement
to change their positions. Simultaneously, the war dis-
rupted most of our parties and their opportunities for
organized discussion. We emerge from the war with the move=-
ment just regathering lts strength, and the instructive
lessons of the war not yet assimilated.

(3) Essentially, differences arising in the Marxist
movement in the coming period are a result of different
reactions to the ever greater crises of the capitalist sys-
tem, As the crises become more acute and prolonged, the
revolutionists attempt to propérly adjust strategy and
tactics to achleve the urgently needed socialist revolu-
tion, VYhile important differences are not to be welcomed
for themselves, we must be prepared to tolerate them in
the future,

. (4) Prospects for the expansion of the movement, in
America especlally, are greater than ever before, The
International movement is more dependent on America than
ever before, ' , .

(58) While the instinctive desire of the working class
for unity of all working class parties is Incorrect in
face of the betrayal of the non-Marxist parties, the dis~
unity of the Marxist wings in this country cannot be ex-
plained away. In fact, 1t is destined to become an ever
greater stumbling block to the growth of the revolutionary
parties, It is only the comparative isolation of both wings
that has made the fleld seem broad enough for both,

(6) The advanced sections of the workling class share
with the Fourth Internationalist movement many of the .
differences that exist within it. Bullding a mass or semi-
mass party will not automatically relegate these differences
to the background but will tend to perpetuate them.

The need for one party and international is emphasized
by each of these factors, and a Trotskyist movement which 1s
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both united and "homogeneous", in the sense of not having
an opposition tendency, ls not a llkely possibility in the
foreseeable future. :

Facing the Problem

What to do in a possible situation where indlviduals
or leaders of one fendency wish tc exclude another tendency
from the party cadre or wish to establlsh one -from wi’ch the
other will be excluded? The extent of cilsagreemcnt must be
balanced agalnst: (a) the value of a united orgarization,
(b) thHe programs must be cxamined to see if they Include
the possibility of a juncture at a later date with a change
4n circumstances, (c) the crises of the capitalist system
which gave rise to the differences also tends to eliminate
thom by bringing incorrcct strategy and tactics into line
when they diverge too much from a correect program. - Bolshe-
vik traditlons and fundcmentals make thne adjustment easier,
() the groups having the differences must be examined and
the trends within th- groups analyzed (this is a risky
business), and lasztly, (e) the state of the party itself
(education, numeriscei strength, influence, etc.) must be
gonsidered. (it would be abzurd to limit consideratlions to
these or cthers which might be added. Ve arce satisfied to
show the fallacy nof exrnluding a group from a cadre or party
mercly because they have serious differences.)

_ Thus before a cadrec-exclusionist perspective fs adopted,
its validity must be demunstrated after giving duc welight to
the factors and forces involved. It is precisely such a
demonstration before the whole party which each member must
demand to his own satisfaction before accepting such a poll-
©ye It cannot-be excluded that an Incorrect estimate may
lead a political tendency (or parts of 1t) to incorrect ac-
tions in discipline or party building. - Naturally, the party
must be protected. However, even in this case, while re-
taliation is necessary, there is no substitute for an esti-
‘mate of the possibility of maintaining one cadre ond one
party, considering the objective needs of the situation.
Without such an estimate it 1s too easy to embark on a vi-
‘cious and moot circle of action, retaliation and counter-re-
taliation, skirting the basic issue of unity completely.

Of course therc are no absolute guarantees against the
degencration of a party or groupings but, failing such a
demonstration, an educated membership must remember that a

~ leader cannot lead where he is not followed.

S.W.P, and Unity

, The W.P. is cor-ect in saying that there is sufficient '
political agreement with the S.W.P. for unity. This does not
alter the fact that there exists political disagreement on the
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Russian question which has led te support ef different

camve in a war. - The more abvisusly reactionary nature of
the 8talinist reeime Adurineg the war and in the posst-war
-period may tend more and more to eliminate these difrferences.
.However, s0 lang as these differences are not fully 1esolved,
there remains the ponssibility of opovosite practical conclu-
sions on Russia in the future.

Speoial Problems Semetimes Demand Special
Solutions

. Because of the unique character and relation of the -
Rusesian question to the life of the Feurth International,
steps are necessaTy beyond the limits of a narrow concept
of democratic centralism. Full internal democracy must, of
course, be insured. ‘ , ‘

To establish unity 6n a firm and sound basis: (a) Dis-
cugslion on the Russian question should not be limited to
preconventicn diecuasion; (b) The theoretical magazine of
the united party should be oven to discussion on the question,
both beiore and after conventions, if a section of the party
‘degires it. Naturally, the, official position should pre-
dominate. . :

It cannot be exclufded that the Russian question micht
again *advance into the foreground" to the extent that a
tendency micht feel unwilline to be mute before the advanced
workérs., That we arc an international movement and that we
want those close to i.:2 party to know not only our vosition
but how we arrived at it, modify or chance it, are added
reasons for keepine the magazine ovens- o .

In the face of the S.W.P. leadership'!s indefinite pest-
vonement of unity should we cease to press for it or consider
it a pvractical problem? Thé objective need for unity is as
great as befnre. Actually only a few short months lLave gone
by. We have no direct control over the S.W.P. lead=rehip,
but losic is On our sgide. Events will more and more “Ting
home to the S.W.P. membershiv the need, by making dis-unity
a still greater obstacle to prosress. Collisions in practical
party work will increase. The fields in which the parties can
work without conflict will become fewer and narrower.

Cannon's delayineg-action - probing the differences "to
the depths" - seems an obvious evasion of the issue to us.
Appgrently it is nct. so with the S.W.P. membership. . Our only
weapon (aside from buildine the W.P. itself) is education.

We must ‘give them a correct conception of the way a Bolshevik
party works. We must point eut the factors makine unity in
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the coming veriod a n cessity. We must show them examvles of
how the Bolshev1k movement worked in its best days. We must -
ghow the neced for unity even to those who agree 100% with

the off101a1 vosition of the S.W.P. on political questions.

, To do this we will have to do a 1little studying ourselves -
all of ues - and we'll have to keco our own house in order.

David Corbin
January 11, 1946,
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