PARTY BULLETIN

cortents

1. Trade Union Seniority and Jegro Zmployment -
’ Adorted by P.C. July, 1945

2 Questions to Italian Comrades and Their Answers.
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Thie bulletin shovld have been sent out Just before the
ietive yworkers Jonference. Due to the fact that we were over—-
burdened with mimeo work at that time it was delayed.

Unfortunately, after the Active Workers Conference, when
we ie~orzanized our oifice, this bulletin was once agazin delayed
due to lack of forces.

We can only assure the comrades that $his unpardonatle delay
will not occur again. '

For members oaly ' issued October 29, 1945
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The following position on the qixéstibx; of Negro employment in relation %o
seniority was adopted by the pPolitical Cormittee as a matter of genmeral policy.
It 1s aent out to the Party es & guide in dealing with this question. :

Trade Union Soniority and Negro Bmployment

I. The seniority system is one of the bed-rock gains of tho trade wnion move-
ment. It protects the jobs of all workers: wl'’o and black alike. It is a
bulwark for the unions against the so-called ".orit system of the employers.
It protects thc union against the infiltration of anti.wunion oloments into the
plant. _ :

AIL thile Negro ".7;1‘1';3!‘8 as a group have less sbniority thza the white workors
as a group thcy say that ¥the Negro is the last to be hirod cxi the first to be
fired", is only a superficiel statement of the situaticn.

1, Hany Negroes have seniority e.g. in the stedl and coal industrics.
-2« Mony Négroes have acquired seniority in the new wartime. industries.

3e ﬁagy Negroes have seniority in sogrogated and somi-segregated
departments and buildings.

IIl. Thousands of Negroes have betn won to support of trade union principles,
principles, practices and traditions. They will not support the agitation for
super-geniority for Negroes. These are the "advanced" Negro trade unionists.

Among these are Negro union officials, shop stewarts and shop committeemen.

IV. The ratio principle of retaining Negroes on the job is rclated to
proposals such as the demand that Negroes be hired in proportion to their
ratio in the general population, thms violating the demand for equality and
‘pegging Negro employment irrcspective of the number of Negroos available
for employment or seeking employment. ’ '

V. Buper-scniority will in all probability provo abortive in practice and
inimical to the development of friendly relations between Nezro and white
workers. In the case of mass lay-offs particularly, the problen beforc the
union will be far larger thon the question of conioritys it will be a question
of mass reerployment or the question of not closing a whole plant. To arouse
-the vhite workers against the Negro workers in a situation vherc there are
mass lay-offs would achieve nothing in & practical woy but would create a
disastrous situation in the relations among the workers in the plant and union.

VI. Thite workers have not yot bcen won to the acceptance of Negro equality in the
plant and union. There arc and have been many instances where the local has
failed to support the seniority rule where Negro workers werc concerncd. To
demand in the concrecte situntion that they accept super—-seniority for Negroes is
only to lay tho basis for making the struggle for Nozro oquality moro difficult.
Furthermore such a proposal is made to order for Negro and white 'demogoguos,
anti-union'elements in both groups and all thosc who want to sow discord in:the
labor movement. ' ’
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If such discord should break out in the plants and locals it will overflow
. to the outside and lay the basis for inter-racinl disturbances of all sorts.
It is significant in this connection that during the last riots in Detroit none

of the disturbances took place in the unions or around thc plants where some
measure of working class solidarity had been developed.

VII. - We must take the stand that there must be no discrimination against
Negroes in the plant and union. There must be equality in hiring, firing and
lay-offs. This has not beon achieved yet in the labor movcnent.

VIII. Super-seniority yould disorient vhite and Negro workers awgy fron
the main problem and the strugzle around tho slogan of JOBS FOR ALL.

IX. The NC takes tho position that the task of the Party is to win the workers
to the a.coeptance of Negro equallty in the plant and union. ,

X. The nc talzes the position that the Party mst consider what is good for tho
trade union movement as a whole and in the long run. 2, to win the workers to
acceptance of Negro acceptonco of Negro equality in the plant and union.

3¢ To the Party Reconversion Program. $. To independent politmal action.

XI. The NC rejects the nroposal of super-seniority and supports the
practice of seniority now prevailing.

\
i

Adopted by P.C.
July 16, 1945
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EDITORIAL NOTE

The belated publication of the document which follows, for which the Edim
torial Board of theBulletin owes the author and the readers an apology, re-
quires an explanatory introduction.

Some timé last year, the party assigned a comrade, X, the task of carrying

out a purely technical mission in Italy. No political or organizational task
was assigned to this comrade, view primarily of his brief membership in the
organigation, and therefore, of his lack of experience in political situations
‘and inadequate political knowledge and understanding. '

The simple technical mission was carried out by comrade X to our complete .
satisfaction. However, it appears that the comrade, in spite of explicit
“{nstructions, either did not understand the limitations of his assignment
‘or felt that he could proceed beyond these limitations on his own decision.
As a result, he inflicted a gross disservice upon the party, the effects of
which we cantinue to feel to this daye. o A .

On his, own, personal initiative, and without the foreknowledge or pe.gmission:
of the party, he put before a small group of Italian comrades a series of
questionr §o which he received a series .of answers = both of tham making up
the document which is published below.

The Questi¢ns, as is evident from' reading thom, could have no other result

than to migrepresent our party's position and to discredit it in the eyes of ,
the Italisn comrades. This result is precisely what the questions accomplished.

The utterly false impression created about our party's position, coming &as
it did from an "authoritative® source, that is, from a member of our party
could net but contribute to the political confusion which has hampered the
developmunt and effectiveness of the Italian geciion almost from its birthe

One of the most glaring and ipexcusable distortions is committed on the ques~
tion of bur alleged position teward the Italian Committee of National Libera~
tion, i.e. the buresucratic committee of the bourgeoisie, the social demo-
crats and the Stalinists, vhich our party, presumably, considers "progreesivetl
‘fhe question is asked for the purpose of eliciting from the Italian comrades
. & "pefutation" of our "standpointJ® Up to this time, not a single opponent
of the party, not even the Cannonites who are so little concerned with
scruples about an exact presentation of our views, ever dared charge or even
imply that we favored supporting Croce-Nemnni-Togliatili. Ve had to wait for
this charge to come first from one of our own party members, who evidently
eonsiders that his party comes not first, but second.

Most of the party members are acquainbed with “he consequences of this irres-
ponsible and disloyal procedure. The documen’ 1ry material on this score
appears in the August, 1944, issue of the New International. One of the
comrades vho attended this "questions-and~answers" session, Peck, after :
hearing the "authoritative" voice, drew the indicated conclusions. He attacked
our party in the organ of the British section, the Socialist Appeal, opening
his letter with the statement that %I have just heard the Shachtmanite posi- .
tion or the national question,® (heard it, that is, from the unauthorized,
irresponsible and misrepresenting statement of Comrade X) '
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The Political Committee of the party vas therefore compdlled to instruct the
National Secretary to address a letter to the British section demouncing Peck
for his gross misrepresentation of our position. Witk a loyalty toward
party members vhich comrade X might well have shown toward his party, but
did not show, the letter to the British did not sgy a word about the person
vho was not one vhit lesgs guilty of distorting -nd discrediting the position
of his own party, although a few words would no: have been out of place a-
gainst a comrade who comtridbuted 80 irresponibly to the deterioration of the
good relations we had been building up between our party and the Italian soction.

The Political Committec did not take any disciplinary action against Comrade X
In any serious revolutionary organization, &s is amply shown in the histor y
of the movement, such an utterly thoughtless and pernicicus procedure, es-
pecially vhen followed in the course of a mission wkich, while technical, was
highly important, would have beon punished by the sternest disciplinary
measureé at the command of the party. In this case, however, the Political
Committec refrained from even proposing any measures only because of the ex-
treme brevity of the comradets membership in the movemeat, his complete lack
of political and organizatienal experience, and because of the fact that he
was himself the victim of g factional situation in the party and of a crude
factional miseducation. The Committee mercly decided, following the public
attach on the partyCby Peck, to communicate the facts briefly, on Septem'ber 5,
1944, to the branch to vhich comrade X belougs.

Meanvhile, the author of the %questions® to the Italian comrades having .
insisted (as is, of courge, his right) to the publication of his document
in the Internsl Bulleting it is pubdlished herewith.

M.S.
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1. YVere there soviets in Italy? Where? )

while tho full story of the two major general . rikes in Northern Industrial
Italy is not yet known, word has reached the Bc .shevik-Leninist Group of
Noples from comrades in the north that vworkers occupied the factories, and
soviots were formed on two different dccasions in Milan, Turin, and Genoa =
the first was during the great popular demonstration following the abdication .
of iussolini, in which the workers of these cities went on genral strike, and
paraded with slogans and proclaiming the Socinl Republic. The second was
folloving the armistice of Bndoglio with the Allies, at which time the workers ,
of Milan andTurin occupied the factories and resisted the efforts of the Ger-  §
mone to detain them., Although both appearances of the soviet form were short-
lived, they clearly signified the intention of tho proletariat to Zight the
Germans with its own class weapon - the strike and its own class organ - the
‘goviet. In Naples, four days beforc the Allies entercd, the worldng class,
answering a call of the anti-soviet parties, formed workers! militias, and
forced the Germans to withdraw from the city, after bloody street fighting.
The sole governming authority become the i1litary Committce of the Part isans,
who arrested the fasciets and were prepared to deel with the Allies as the
ruling authority in Naples. The Allies, however, ignored its existence, and
roleasing fascist officials from prison, recognized them as the logitimate
authority. Although this committee assumed no functions of govemment, it
“could not be properly called a soviet, but because of its overshelming poo-
lctarian composition, as well as tts support by the working class, it could
have developed intc a soviet, or a Neapolitan commune. This evolution vas
prevented by the Allied occupation. At present, factory comnittees exist

in the industrial cities of the north, closely connected with each other,
vhich can serve as the basis for soviets in the noxt revolutionary crisise

i-fascist parties,

‘1ine 14 should read as follows: Wanswering a call of the

2. Was there a revolution in italy? How would you describe the events Jus
prior to end after the overthrow of Hussolini? o :

. fhere has been no revolution in Italy. There 7as, homever, a revolutionary
situation, vhich was artificially prevented from maturing by the presence
"of the German imperialist army. By the summer of 1943, Italian fascism had
roached n domestic crisis. Tho st of the war, now in its third year, the
acute shortoge of food and othor necossities, the destruction of factories
and homos by aerial bombardment, hod already made the war unpopular, and in
March, 1943, a serics of general strikes convulsed the nation. Fascism as
a-popular movement had disappeared, and pussolini appeared as a hated head
of a police regime, which was glamed for the crime of bringing Italy into a
" war which she could not win. As the needs of the German military machine
grew, the Nazis intervened directly into the economic and political life of
Italy, and became transformed, in the minds of the people, into foreign

invaderse.

The bourgeois, frightened by the general strike, increasing desertions and
surrenders of the Italian Army, feared a general uprising, in which the
people would put on end, not only to the ilussolini regime, but to the exis~
tence of capitalism itself. In addition, the bourgeoisie became convinced
. the Germans could not win the wor, and the ruling class was roady to dis- .
associate itself from a cause already doomed. :

789

formed vorkers! militias and ,,,,,"



2
By the end of July, 1943, the bourgeoisie bscame convinced that only .d;'astib’ e

action could save the capitalist' regise.. A "paloce revolution® was carried

out, and the military dictatorship of Badoglio succeeded the fascist dice
tatorship of Imssqlini. - .

Seeing in this the opportunity to rid themselves at last of the monarchy and
the oppressive capitalist class, as well as the German occupation, and to
ond the war, the masses surged into the streets, demonstrating for the ab-
dication of the king, for an end to the war, for a Social Republic, and a
vworkers? governmoent. But flags wore flown, the underground movement came
into the open, and a series of strikes swept Italy, with the formation of
soviets in Milan andTurin. fhe prospect of social revolution frightened
Badoglio and the capitalist class, and they moved swiftly, with the aid

of the Germans, to curd the masses. Political activity was prohibited, dew
monstrations and strikes outlaved, and the press €2ggedes In the North, tle

- Gormans forced the workers back into the factories. ,

-8 What 1is the perspective of tho venguard in Malyt Does 1% so & " domom

; cratic period" ohead? ghould it be for the "national liboration,"? pDoes

E it consider the ousting of the Germans in the north as its main task? Shoald
5

£

i

its 8logan be Mnational ‘liberation®? Dpoes it considor the "nat ional libemw
tion" movemonts progressiver ’

The perspective of the Vanguard is Italy is to carry on the class struggle
regardloss of its effect upon the military struggle, We are for the este
ablishment of the soviet power in Italy, and will fight whichever ‘enemy
1s the greatest obstacle to its establishment., In German occupied Italy wo
would oust the German oppressor by a workers army, at the same time exproe
_priating the Italian bourgeoisie, creat ing a workerst ‘dictatorship to prew
--vent the recstablishment of bourgeois rulec in any form. In Allied Italy
~ the chief enenyy is Allied imperialism, allied with the Italian bourgeois
state power, Our program is still for tne expropriation of the bourgeoisis
ond the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, thereBy achieve
ing national liberation by the formstion of the Socielist republice At no
time can the slogan of national liberatign be first on the order of the dgy,
but rather the slogans of independent class action against the boupgeoisie,

The establishment of the bourgeois democratic stnte camot be regarded as
a necessary stage to the dictatorship of the proletariat, The political
demands and aspirations of the Italion proletariat have passed beyond the
framevork of bourgeois democracy, The working class remembers thot it falled
to carry out its revolutionAagainst’ its bourgeocisie in 1919, and has peid
for this failure by 22 years of fascism, and a second imperialist war, It
is determined thet this time it will follow the example of its Russian
brothers in 1917 and end the rule of the eapitalist class completely, exw
bropriate private Property, and establish, the workerg republic.- The pere
iod of fascism did not becloud 6r lessen class antagonism tut rendered them
more acute and to the working class tho bourgeoisie and the fascist power
became Synonymous, and it clearly understood that to destroy fascism 1t

would be mecessary to destroy it s social roots, the cepitalist system,

accorponied by socialist slogens dirocted ngainst the bourgeoisie, who had

growmn rich under fascism. The sharpening of the class struggle in Italy hag .
made it impossible for the bourgesoisie to meintain 1ts rule except for the
Occupation by allied troops, plus the collaborationist policice of the réw .
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formist 'leader'ehip of ‘the proleto.rian perties.
3.. Does it considor tho "Nationnl Libemtion"movément, progressive?

- The only "untional liberation'group is the Cormittee of National Liberatim,
The Coxrd.ttee of National Liberation is not a popular mass movement in any
scnso of the word, but is a purcly formnl agrecment between the reformist
heads of verlous parties, both working class and bourgeois in compositiony
for tho puxpose of class collaboration with the bourgecis regime, It has
0o suppert caong the nasses, and no iadeperdent exictonca. It is not poss~
ible, for instence, to bolong to the *fommittes of Lidoraticn" as suche
-One con belong only to one of the parties wnc corpose it. Of these parties
the strongest menbtership and infiveacs aro the gocislist and Commmuist Porkes
The werling class in gomorol has neitaer faith ir, nor sapport for, the
Committae of Libaration, and dces not trust the collaboraiiorist policies
of the party loalerships, but.ewoports the Co mmumist and Sucialist becausm
-of their revolutionary traditions, and for lack of a genuine revolutiorary
poriy to follow in their stead. The slogan of Ynationerl liberationi in
Itaiy is not usod to awsken and inspirc the mass3cs, but to disorient then,
Yo exuort then, 4n the name of the Hfatherland,"and other patriotic slogams, -
to postponz their .revolutioncry activity wntil after the war. - #The Nation-
al Libsration® movemani thoreforc, \is an agreement between the bourgoois
parties eund thc working class parties to restrain the masses, to postpone
the revoiution. Tt is thereforse ained aga.nst the social revolution, and
'is pure and simple social patriotism. In Italy the revolutionary socialists
have nothing In comaon with the ¥Committee of Mational Liberation® and re-
gard it as a shancful betrayal of the we¥zing class, inspired by Stalinisn
which con lead only to their further disorientation end heliplessness before
bourgeois counter revolution. ' :

4. How do you ses the venguard party created? .Does 1t see a'"democratich
period ahead? ' ' -

The existing venguard in Italy does not have as its porspective an extended
-period of bourgeois democracy. The mood of the masses alone would meke
such ‘a pcriod impossible. ‘Tho class ‘ralationchips in Italy lLeve rcached
- & point where the worlors are conscicusly kestile to any regime which would

" be baced upon the economic or politlenl supraacy of the bemgsoisie. It
is only the presence of the milirary forcen of Lilled imperinlisn plus the
artificicl separation of Worther: Isaly f£rom Scuihoin taly, that has pre-
vortzd the worling class from oitompting se toke coneiets poier ia a pro-

 letarian revolution., It is inevitavle that ar sosa as tae JOrZors no
longer fear this allied miiitiry might, tacre will oo o 2Wolul Tonary one
slavght ty the masses, to ezprovriate the homgasisie ard to instituts
workers power., T:xi3 raveluticnasy cvancnt of tne worlicrs way s&xc one of
twe paths: 1., Establiskoens of tha dictatooghip of the proles~riat, through
. workers soviets, or 2. A iemperary pexicd of dual peiar, waich must resolve
itself either in the revolutiona:y dicsatorsiip, or the reinstatemin of tie
militaxy dictatorship of the bourgesisic. I% is tbhs task of tae vangasrd:
in Italy to create the nmase Beishevili-ierinist Parsy, in oppseition to the

~ false collaborationist wmolicies of the refcrmist leadership of -lhe Corrun-

. ist and Socialist Parties, and their pruticipstion in the Comrittes of Litera~
"tion, and to raise high the banner of revolui:onary socialism for the reve-
lutionary conquest of state power by the preietariat. It is our task to
expose the "democratic® slogans of Stalinism ond to raise the slogans of
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class.struggle, adamant opposition to capitulation of collaboration with
the bourgeoisic, snd orientation to the seizure of power by the proletariat.
In this we voice the sentiments of the Itoli=n proletariat, We look toward
the October Revolution as their exanple to follow, the revolution vhose
principles it is our duty to resurrect and expounde ¢ are not a sectarian
group, we do not reject on principle struggle with any mass organigation for
democratic denands, but alwoays we fight for these demand s on the basis of
independent action by the proletoriat, against any form of collaboration
with the bourgeoisie, and preserving our owm organization and theorotical
1ndepcndence. .

5. Does it (the vanguard) not nced & "democratic" interval perhaps — before
it has the strength to play an important »ci37 Vill not a revolutionary

- period = a soviet period - maturing too socu find a wezk vanguard too power-
less to prevent the defecat of the soviets and the crushing of the venguard
itself? Should we therofore not stress the democratic and national libera
tioniet slogans rathcr than the soviet-revolutioncry Socialist United States -
of Europc slogans so that we can have a democratic dbreathing space for the
creation of a nass, genuine and tested vanguard party?

It is not the taslz of the vanguard to hold up the processes of history. W%
connot call for soviets of order them to disperse at will. Logically, if
we sre too wedk to prcvent the defeat of the soviets it is because we have
not yet sifficient hold upon the masses, in that case, how can we expect
the nasses not to form soviets cimply because we may believe the time is

not yct ripe. The mere creation of soviets would attest to the readiness
of the proletariat for the seizure of power, and the develspment of a revd -
utionary struggle, and to orient the masses toward the correct road, the
correct strategy of revolution. Vithout our leadership, the soviets are
doomed to failure. The only way for us to gain leadership of the masses

is for us to make clear that wec are the only party which stands for the ]
soviet power, and sgainst collcboration and subservience to the bourgeois 4
state. The reality of the approaching pericd is that it is & period of :
‘proletarian revolution. We rmust orient ourseives to the strategy aand tac—~ S
- tiles of such a period -~ to prpclaim owr faith in "bovrgeois democracy" and

Wnational liberation® would be to serinuwxly comprcmise us in the eyes of the

‘masses, and lose for us all influence emorng the working class.

6+ The 0ld Bordigists functiored as tha *Spartacusi grovp during fascism
and had z certain amount of inflaspen auong the magses. Bo"dj ga hinself
has disappeared and is politically dend. Their rositior has alweys been
against collaboration, for tha sorialise revolviliin,

: ,. Today, they have no organizol porty, bus rucenily heave begur to publish a

paper WPensiero Marziste' oo to fuanction as Shinivish Conters.® Tasir move—
ment in "lidberateds Italy centers abovd ¥oples, and they have beiveen 300-400
active members, and the zirculation of ¢hair pnparis aporoximately 2250 in
this areas Their activiity has wp te row cusistad of wostly theooretical
propaganda among the pro’et~riat snd memberzhip of radical parties: Thelr
-menbership is proletao:rian in composition. At ths present time, we are woike
ing toward unity with the 3ordigists oa the basis of cur pregramatic agreew—
ment. To that and a conference has been called for July 8th. Since we have
found no important difference in political progran, unity will proba'bly

take place _ . G
| | s



