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BUILDING THE _BOLSHEVIK PLRTY

l¢ During the last year the party has chom unmictekable signs of dicquiet and
uncertainty about its precent and future coursee Unless this is clarified a serious
internal crisis can egsily results

2, During the period of proletarianizaticn o large percontoge of the membership
hac achieved valuable Imowled;e of the actual class struggles Our influence ac -
wnionicts in the union movement, secn in relation to our size, has been effective,
Labor Action has had e wide circuletion and has boen reed and appreciated. Vo have
tomporarily lost valuable cadres, but the memberchip, operating under new and try-
ing circumstences, has becn dovoted and sclfesecrificinge Yot all this and hard
work has not bred confidonce, Uncertainty can be found in all layors of the party.

3, Tho WP aims at building & Bolchovik Party to load tho social rovolutiong
How far have wo progrossod in that diroction?

For yoors now tho WP's main prcoccupation in its policy has beon and is
union work around such slogons as “Rovoke tho No-Strike Pledgo®, ™Tithdrow the Labor
Membors from the Var Labor Board", ctce In thoory it is o Bolshovik party, and 1iko
all Bolshovik partios its aim is to function like o revoluticnary socialist politi-
cal body in tho union movemonte Iy i5 not o loft trade unien organization as can bo
easily soon from our opposition to the war and our thoorctical basis of tho antago-

-, niom botweon capital and labor. But our impact upon tho worlers movement is that
« of e militant wing of tho wnion movement with a cocialist coloratiane

o 44 Tho prosont cituetiomn is most cloarly oxprossed in Lebor Actions Thore is
no doubt ahout what tho papor aims to do, It cooks to apitato tho wnion workers end
- push them into action on the clogensc of the daye It prints prodominantly agitational
erticles which usually ond by oxhorting tho workers te form an Indepondont Labor
Portye Poriodically, articlos dcal with the intornational situation from o Morxict
point of viowe But oxcopt for sporndic articles or roprints which aro obviously
aimod at "introducing somo socialism® into tho papor, the total offcot is elmost
.puroly ggitatioals :

Be Most of tho mombors arc cnthusiastic about tho popularity of the papere
But et tho somo timo thoro is o cloerly discorniblo eriticism of a more or less ill-
definod but gonuino charoctors :

Mony complein that tho WP es o party doos not find eny placo or doos not
£ind sufficiont placo in the papere Onc comrado, obviously defensivo on tho low
political lovol of tho paper, mokos tho rovealing remark that "ot ony rato” eny 7orie
or who roads Labor fction "soins somothinge" Another criticism is to tho effect
that tho labor nows in the pepor should bo so colectod that it is ropresontativo of
the gonoral situation of labor in the countrye Thoro is tho porpotual ery from all
o3dos for Mmoro socinlism in tho mpors™ Still others comploin that the <wealmosses
of tho papor orc duc to tho woakmossos of its cditorial staff.

This volumo of criticism hes grom in rcoont months, but it continuos to be
varuo ond tho Editor rightly complainc that it is difficult to act upon it conoroto-
1y, booause most of tho erities do not soom to Imow what thoy wont. Of loto, how-
ovor, criticioms ero made moro conerotely in comporison with tho i13litont and not
elwayo to tho disadvantago of tlp.t PopOT e :

6+ Tho oritico hovo mado no hoadway with this criticism bocauso thoy do not
undorotand thot Lobor Aotion is tho typo of popor it is becouse it oxprossos o corte
* ain mothod of building the Bolshovik Party in tho UgS.A. at this stoges If this
' mothod is nccoptod, tho groat mass of tho criticiom ic pointloss. What is tho iosuo
horo is o politico=orgenizational quostione Clarity on thic ic tho first tazk of 760
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tho poarty to chook confunion and swoid frustratione

7. The prosont organizatienal courso of tho party is based on o cortain mothod
of porty buildinge Briofly, it ic on followa: Tho Amoriocan working closo is backe
word ond this boclwardnons is oxprossed by tho absenoo of on indcpondent labor por=
tye From this, howovor, tho ctop is modo that it is thoroforo tho prescent tusk of
tho TP to dovoto itsolf to raising tho lovel of class consciousnoss of tho workors
to tho stopo whoro en indopondent labor pgrty is formode Thus, tho porty ccss 1liko
o smoll odition of o moss partye Tho moss party brings mossos of workors in%o aote=
fone o nttompt to do tho somo and confino our policios to urging thot o ness labs
ar porty should bo formode This is tho gororal courso of tho party end Labor Action
is tho living ombodimont of that courses

~

I,

Thoro are ot prosont throo political concoptions of party~building in tho
pertys It will clorify mattors coneiderably if thoy aro indioatod hore intbroad
outline,

Tho first i thoi which ncoopts wholoshoartodly tho presont coursoa Lund is
most roprosontative of thiss His constaht proossupation with the transformation of
tho WP into a moss porty shows this clearly onoughe Ho -vishes tho pruzent pariy to
condust itsolf oxtornally ond intornally 1like o smoll moic portye Ho think: that
tho prrty hes not movod oansistontly end logically enoush in the prosent directions
His concorn with Bolshovism is litorary and dnternals For him ot the vresent stogo
Bolshevism is & mattor of intorno) oduontione Lwnd'y ideas kave o following in New
Yok, One mombor at o rooont mooling oxprodsed this most fully with the statement
thet tho party must beoome maro liko Labor Aotlane :

Shochtmen, on tho otho? hond,; ceonsidors tho prosont wonlmossos duc molnliy 1"
Yook of foreos in tho £i0ld and et the céntto, and attributos sriticlem and doitis
to on inobility to rocognizo thoso footss But ho sharos tho Yasis theory of wui-
ing class consciousnoss to tho stogo of an indepondont lobsr Party ond gensgiders the
prosont Labor Action o8 an oxoollont oxamplo of tho kind of pafer needed by the
party in tho prosont stogos In my opinien his argument,that these who are dissate
$5fi0d aroc so booouso thoy aro unablo to utdorstand tho limitebions of ‘orces, is
findomontally inccrrecte Tho porty lenders and mombors thoroughly understand tho
1imitations of foroos. I4 4s not o quostic o difforont ostimotion of forces but
of difforont politico-organizstional eoncoptionse Thoso rmust bo ciarified and
Shochtman cannot olarify Lund ond thet sootion of tho memborship whish t onds to !
think 1iko Iand beoeause ho holds tho samo basic promisos as they doe*

Aftor watobing that theory in notion during tho past throo yoars and its ro-
sults, I havo gradunlly oome to tho conclysion thot It is folso, is o scrious hond-
icop to tho party in its tosk of builiding o Bolshovik Party, and must bo conscious~
- ly rojoctods

My idoos aro oxprogsod tentobivoly and in a restrictod sphoro in tho document,
Bucation, Fropapanda, and Apitation, prosontod to tho Octobor 1944 Plonum, <-vo0r
Tho plonum 3% wos Hondod into tho Vational Offise for distridbution to the morheriadr
with whom I hod hopod to disouss ite The long dolay in its publicotion huis provoabe
od this, Tho folltaing proposals aro prodioatod upon tho gonoral idoas outiinod 1n

- «Shachtnon sims at GombInIng o Proporandist soot with tho agitational papor, This ~
. has booomo cloar too rooontly to odmit of detailod troationt, but tho objections aro
containod in this documont by implicatione 7 6'
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that document and now more fully devolopede Fram mothor aspoct o similoer concluse
ion was reached by Hyrry Allen in his deoumont an Yhe War and the Amerison Torkers"®,
also prosontod to the October 1944 plonume

Tho Workers Conference must first of all clarify this questione After o burst
of activity followed by uninspiring concroto rosults tho party moy onco more begin to
quostion itself as to whoro it is poing and tond to follav wholchocrtedly tho idons
of Lunde That would bo o vory sorious danger Zor tho partye

B R

III,

‘ 0e At tho presomt stago tho WP can only bo o propaganda organization whoso main
prposo rust be to propagandize socinlimmd to meko socinlists, All Marxist portice
oin ot -raising tho class consciousncss of workors ot all tiross But to circumscribve
tho task of tho WP by this is Utopian ond rosults in o stoady dilutdon of scoiclizne
Tho consoquonso is o groving loss of idontity, ~Both oxtornal ond intornal, of tho
WP as o rovolutionary party. Internal oducation connot correct this, Tho day to
day impact of tho prolctaeriat upon tho mombers in the fuctories and unione 1s too
strong, ospocioally when fortifiod by tho prosont choractor of Labor Lotimme

be Te propogondizo for socialisnm dood not meon eny foturn to literary polonics
4o mombors of othor partics or the rodical intollipgentsia,s Thot, os I heve oxplainod
in the Fdueotion documont, was ono tosk suitod to ono porfods For us today, tho bost
ploco to propogondizo for socislisn is et tho point of production ond in tho mass
organizations of labor, Prolotaricnizatioh nust thoroforo bo continuod and strengthe
onod both orponizatimally and idoologically ageinst tho disruptivo tondonoios of tho
postewor poricde

vy

6 But tho porty nust not shirk the fact thot tho exporienco of trying to oot
§ 1iko o small cdition of o mass porty during tho lest throo yoors has cost irmonso
B lobor ond thot such conoroto reosults os havo boon achigvod have beon fer bolow ex=«
pootationse Tho history of tho bronches will in gonoral provo that, It is this
which offoots and will incroasingly offoct tho monborse Tho petty nust thercfore
rojoot ony concoption of acting like o snall moss party ond rojoct ot tho sane tiro
tho concoptions on whichthis thoory rosts.

4 de If tho party is to bocomo an offootivo propogenda organdzation, Labor Action
. pust bocomo o propaganda popor ond o papor which aims at rocruiting nombers to tho
WP by its propagandas Tho party must rojoot tho_oonodption that Labor lLction 48 on
excollont papor but is not o reeruiting agonte It nust rojeet the concepticn that
rocruiting to tho party is to be dono by individual contocting basod on pamphlots
which toke tho workors boyond tho stage of Lyber Aotions Propaganda in panphlots,
otoe rust suppinent but in tho nmodorn world connot substituto for tho popore

0, Lobor Action must not propogondizo for socinlien in genorale It nust boe
oemo & sociclist poapor beginning the long and difficult tosk of training, political-
fzing ond rocruiting tho most advoncoed olemonts among tho workers in cascious pro-
patation for tho sooh 1ist revolution in tho Ubitod States, This requiros not apite
etion on o low lovel but tho Anoriconization of Bolshovism in tho conprohensivo
sonso outlinod in tho Education documonte* A popor moy bo writton sinply and popul=

orly ond yot bo a papor propegonidzing for sooinlisn, tho socinl rovolution ond tho

. #In oddition to tho prootical proposals outlined in that docunont, I propose to
L writo for tho Gonforoncc o briof outlino for Lebor Lotim writors which would fur-
E  thor concrotizo tho Armericenation of Bolshovisme
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revolutionary partye To write simply in no way implies the watering down of our
ideas. It means anly to present them simplye But the paper cannot ettrazt and edue
cate the instinctively revolutzonary worker and at the semo time be tn cg ;‘,n'c.lonal
papor of the type that it 18. There is no campromising or haif-way house iotwaen the
two cax.ceptionss _

£, (i) That the WP become a propogenda perty end Labo: Action a proporende pap=
er does not in any way deny or exclude the role of sgitaticns But the provc oonda
character of the party and the paper will govern the agitation end not vico vcras,
If the bulk of the membership continues to work in the factories, life itself end the
immediate needs end aims of the workers will find more than adequato 8X; Leseion in
the poper, Bui the day 10 day wark of the members, the Qaily SLIUffac. (. 20 WOrke
ers ond the transitional demonds will be presented by the party and ug poepor in
terms of their socialist, 1.8 their propogondist signifisanco,

(ii) Tho idea of & turn to political work in tho unions without o correspond-
ing turn in tho perty press and in the party thinking has boon a failure. This is
no eccidents A consistently successful turn of thot typo demandod & goneral turn,
Both must go together,

ge Tho rocont turn of tho C., tho changos which it has already brought in its
agitation and propoganda and the furthor cheongos whichmey dovelop reinforco the
.nocossity for such a rooriontatim upon tho partye

he Ono of the main functions of the party ond the papor is to teach, illustrato
and in all woys omphasizo tho rolo and valuo of tho rovolutionary party. This is
not only o dutys It ultimatoly brings rich and dircct rowards to tho party itsolf,
This con bo achiovod:

(i) By using 01l ways ond moons of 'bringing constantly bofore tho roadors of
Lobor Action tho party's om programe

The po.por must prosont itsolf (with duo regard to nll necossary considore
ations) as tho papor of o vanguard party socking to train and attract mombors and
sympothizors of o vonguard partye Tho vonguard, howover, rocognizing tho stage of
dovolommont of the massos, consciously propo.gondizos for on Indepondent Labor Party,
This should bo tho guido to tho work of the party in the unions and tho oxis on
which tho activity of tho wholo party should rovolvee

(11)111 this poriod tho porty must meke tho instinetivoly rovoluticnory worke-
or party conscious by tho most unromitting, scrupulous ond ablo analysis of working
oloss movements in Buropo, Asia and Africa, and, cbove all, with rofcoronco to the
policios of tho groups which stand on tho basis of tho Fgurth International, If the
porty is opposod to tho politiccl lino of thesc groupings, then in tho paper it must
opposo thom vigorouslye But to nogloct thoso movements is not only to fail ia our
©  rovolutionary duty but to disoriont tho party and to losc tho bost of contemwrrary
\ opportunitics to bring home to militant American workers the stratogy and tociiss of
‘: rovolutionary struggle.‘

(1ii)Tho porty must oduc:.to itsolf and thc roaders of its propaganda and agi-
totion in tho esscntianls of Bolsicvism both for its om dcvclogment ond particularly
to chollongo tho Cannonito oxposition: "In Dofenso of Marxism,” "History of Trotsky-
ism in tho Unitod States®, otcet . )

Je Tho party must begin the tosk of transforming itsclf ond consciously discard=-
ing tho orrors of tho past fow ycarse Tho devolopment of our momborship as o truly

#This by no moons implios long orticlos in overy issuo, ‘ 763
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Bolshovik codre connot on the p: sont basis bo vory succossful, "Withr+the bulk of
tho hembers in tho factorics ond wniens, the perty will foel tho day 1o aay impact

v of immediato noods vory powerfully. hg long os this catinues, too litzle cgitotien
will novor bo our wonknosse Tho dongor is the oppositos Tpo pority will bo suught
botwe 5. tho thoory and practice of tho proscni Labor Action and tho attompt to build
BolslLevlk codrese Noithor will to sucocssful ond ultimatoly both will suffer. This -
doos not moon that tho porty will not goin sano mombors, In tho owaming poricd most
partios will gainé But tho igains will bo inndequate and tho oonfusion will iceronso,

(k¢ Tho party will bo ablo to rocruit:

(1) by individual contacting of L,bor Aetion readors who wili wo nade party-
conscious by tho papors

(ii) Tho porty, howover, must undorstond that tho transformaticn of the pro=
pogonda group into o moss party takes ploeo only by transitional stogos as o rosult
of n dovoloping rcletion botwoon the party and tho labor movement, (Sce Lonin: Sol-
octod Works, Vol, 1ii, Now Tasks and Now Forces, p. 431) -

It is not oxoluded thot tho party con doublo or troblo itsolf "in six
nonths,® or ovon got o mombership of 1000 (Lwnd)e But it eannot do thoso things as
it choosos, The fruition of tho porty's propagondistic activity in torms of rocruits
oanos most notably at oritical stagos and broakingepointe in the objoctive dovolop-
mont of the workingeclasse TQ choractorize tho coming poried in tho UsS, as one of
socinl orisis is to onvisago fovorish ond cxplosive" mass actions and corrosponding
ohongos of cmscieusnosse If.tho propagandist party keops cantaat with tho massos,
if it ocanfidontly basos itsolf upon rovolutionary perspoctivos, if it oducatos tho
workors os to tho roel moaning ond significanco of cvonts, than TT i1l be ablo to
moako substentiel and sanctimos astonishing progross on tho rond of transforming ite
solf (a) to tho stago of agitation and (b) to tho party of action, Thoso stages
connot bo arbitrarily combinod. (Educotion document, pe 25)

IVe
With this oriontation cloar in the ninds of the party mamborship, it will bo
possblo to placo on tho ordor of tho doy tho transformation of Labor Action intoo

six pago popere But tho changos which aro proposod above, if handled with tho
nocossary judgmont, orc not dopendont upon tho groator size of tho papore

JeRe JOHNSON

Juno 29, 19456
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‘ ~ _Apeint The Theory of Uneven Develornment
An Atteorlt To Analywe the Failures of the UCF, ALp, eto.

There are certain theoretical aspects rogaraing the
politiocd future of Aueric.n workers which, I feel, should be
discunged 1t this tire,

Corrured to Europe and Canada, Anerican workers etand,
politiozlly, an the lowest level of ircaturity. Never in this
oountry has & clags-conscious labor rarty achieved anything even
ressLdling the workers! political sup;ort of the capitalist rar-
ties. Wherous in Europe and in Canada, the concapt of a society
without capitulisg -- soci:zlisn —- enjoys an aluost universal
suprort oiiong the vorkers, Auerio.n workers, with equal neare
wnaniicity, fovor the "syeten of froe enterrrise.” There hase
been & sufficient abundznce of caritalist crumbs in this country
to prevent a wideesprecd vworklng clase acceptance of the socizl-
iet ideology. Ths tradition of Acerican VWorkere; ‘though r.ilitzant
in pure-and-girrle tride union strug:les, is, above all, one of
ideological non-ceceptance of social change, The (to Marxists)
obvious foliticqg 8ignifiocaneg of ths wuilitant American lzbor
history (I au tkizking, for new, rainly of the induetrial organi-
Zation drives of the CIO0), has nver been recognized by any sub~
8tenticl seotica of the Acerigan rroletariat, ~— The eroruous
one~tire iipor$:nce of the "npn~roliticsl™, c¢ven self-styled
fanti-politicad® nmilitent 1731 is the nost symbolio exposition
of Ly point.

Fop these rcieono, the relationeliyr vetveen Bolshevists
ana the woxking class 48 2 wWhole hag beer fundarientally different
hers froi vdat i$ has been 15 other countries. In order to
bridge the gup Beparating tdo Murxist revolutionary vanguard
frou the nsst of the workere, our conur:des in Europe can use the
coLiion degire for socialisn ag their atarting roint in leading
the workers to staute power. A elnilair prorapaandist slant, by
the vuy, is clexrly indicated today in Canicz, wvhere socialisn
18 co..801i0usly desired by & zujority of the workirg cliegs, In
the sogicliet reformist labor rarties iz Europe, and in the
. 800iallst CCF in Canada, 7o utilize ana begin =ith the jopular
socialdist conaciousness, Ox the other hand, in Aueric: we utilize
~nd would our activities around the Aueric.n trade-union ailitanocy,
with the yurypose of ¢lewuring the politic:l snd ré¢volutionary
80cL..list irplications ef this wilit.zicy in the ninds of the
workers. To exrress it in o forrul., (and realizing the d.ngers
of uny suoh Torml., especiilly whern t.-ken cut of context), while
our z.in t.ske ir Furope cousiet in te..ching revolution:ry izethods
t0 ni.tch the soci:list oonpciousness, our miin t..sks in Anerio:
coialst in tewching a4 gooi.dist coneciousnsss to wateh revolution=-
<ry uethods,

(2 XL 21T T
Thus, the Ageric:n workers, from a point of wiew of

Politicul ocusciouenges, sre fur behind their brothers in other
oountries. But the pegouliar dasvelorrent of Americ.n oapitclisu
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will soon rl.ce uron Auerican workers the responsibility of ot~
ing as a revolutionary cluss —- without the berefit of cecades of
scclalist politic.l exgperience. In sh.rr distiactiorn to thc condi-
tiona surrouwnding the cirea of wvorkinzy eluss politics in Eurocgpe,

the nelitic: history of Awerican werkere will huve its start

whan capitalisic 418 in the very l.st atiges of its death zgony.

Ir 2 zeriod of carit.list youth, carit.list liber:lien, and cap-
it:1ist progress, the scci-list iasclogzy, licking the urgent irmedi-
ate wauteness of toaLy, naturilly tcoi reforuist forme, And due

o to 2 trogic cultural lig, Buroge.n workers nave rever cougpletely

freed themsclves from these reforrist illusicns, But when the
polivical .ctivities of the workers have their beginnings in a
Period of capitulist decline xnd the brozdest and riost violent
eéconoiiic struggles ina_inadle, ws they will in Aueric:, there
4re no grounds tron which reforiist illusions c:n form.

: In this sense, the roliticil rovert y of Anerican
labor history will be an asset. Never having hzd 2 yolitical move-
nent, JAweric.n workers n.ve no 8ccialist reforuist illusions o
Overcone., They will, in vy opinion, skip the stage of o wiss
reforrist jarty. 1In its stexd, I foresee the rapid rmushroon

growth of the revoluticnary organization,

Arthur Stein
May, 1545 _ A
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