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POPULARIZING SOCIALISM ON THE ALERICAN SCENE
(A Supplement to the Report on the Press and Pamphlets) .

by
E. LURD

1. The Art of Agitation:

Our traditions are those of a propaganda sect. It is only in the last two
years that we have begun to break away from this tradition in practice and en-
gage in effective elementary education of the mass of workers or, in the lan-
guage of our movement, to engage in azitation.

But we must establish that our old sectarian tradition still we1ghs heavy
upon our thinking vhen it co.es to mass agitation. It is of the greatest im-
portance that we take conscious measures to hasten the process of ridding our-

selves of these old hang-overs which often prove to be such a negative influence
in our work.,

The i.arxist movement has long ago ‘established that there is a considerable
difference between propazanda and agitatmn.* The old Russian arxist Plekhanov
once defined them by saying that J

propazanda was the art of presenting a series of advanced
ideas to a few people, while

agitation was the art of presenting a few simple ideas to
a great number of people.

- Though this distinction must be estabhshed and borne in mind, there are,
of course, instances when propaganda and agitation sometimes merze (or more
correctly, blend) into each other. The aim of our movement is to make the
Propaganda slogan of today, become the agitation slogen of tomorrow. Even
such a propaganda slogan as "Workers Councils" must become an agitation slogan
some day if it is to be realized in action.

. There is, however, another important distinction betwaen’ propaganda and
(,ag:ltation that rust be borne :ln mind,

3 In formlating our propasanda we proceed from the obgective situation and
- the objective n:eds of the workingclass.

~A In formulating our gltation we proceed from the subjective views or con-
3 sciousness of the workingcl: ~. .

Vhat does this mean? It means that we analyze the economic, social and
‘political trends. From such an analysis we conclude that the way out for the
workingclass requires the achievement of certain goals (exemples: workers con-
trol of production, workers guards or militia, workers councils, workers gov-
ernment, and the socialization of industry.,) In advancing these idcas we do
not ask vhether they are popular with the workers. The workers must be edu-

* The imerican iarxists would do well ‘to drop the confusing terms of M"agita-
tion" and "propaganda.! OQur agitation is really ponular education. Our prope-
ganda is really advanced education. : :
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cated to them. Since, today, they are not yet popular with the mess of workers,
we seck to educate the more advanced and understanding workers vho already are
sympathetic to our movement and its ideas. This is propaganda in the accepted
Harxist meaning of the terms.

] But since the mass of the workers are not prepared and do not respond to
2 slogans about workers control of production, workers guards, workers councils,
etc. vhat are we to do? The sectarian stands aside from the living movement
92 the workers waiting ior the day wk~n they will suddenly realize (ty magic
it seems) that these slogans are right and then they will come directly to
the sectarian brethren and say, "You were right, even if a voice shouting in

:the wildernéss. We should have listened. Now we will follow your party.
Of course, this will never hapvoen in real life.

3 ~ " Then how do we address ourselves to the mass of the workers in order to
gain their attention, to gain a sympathetic eaxr, to raise their understanding
E of the real way out? WE MUST BEGIN AT THE LEVEL %E FIND THE WORKERS THINKIFG
~ ON. - ’

This means that we must approach the mass of the workers by speaking and
writing about those things they themselves are thinking about and offer such
solutions as sound acceptable, just # anl progressive to them. Thus we
call for higher wages, for a 100% tax on war profits, for the soldiers' right
to vote, for effective price control, for repeal of the Smith-Connally Bill,
etc, It is our aim to give voice and coherence to the ideas already in the
mind of the workers, to the ideas already pomilar with the workers. The work-
er will then think: "This party is saying just what I have been thinking.-
They are on the right track. They have the interests of labor at heart.”

He will then listen to what else we have to say. EHe will then be prepared
%o listen even to that which he previously felt hostile and prejudiced against.
This 1s the Art of Agitation. ,

8. Agitation and the Prejudi ces of American workers:

From the above it is clear to see that if we were to conduct & mass agi- -
tation for ideas against which the mass of the workers have a deep prejudice
or just merely lack any intercst in, it would meet with no response. Even:
worse, It would so identify us in the minds of the workers with the unpopular
~ ideas that they-would turn their prejudice and hostility toward us. It is

thereforc necessary that we thoroughly undcrstand the prejudices of the Ameri-
can workingclass in order to avoid a head-on collision with them.

The eectaman will sa,v.' "Just becausc the workers have prejudices ve
must concentratc our agitation against them."

S No. This is a thousand times false. Pre,judlccs are not beaten out of
" the minds of worlkers. They can be placed therc by that method. That is just
how the ruling class docs it. Above all is it the tactic of the fascists.
" They Keep repcating a lic until the masscs believe it. But even such a lie
usually scoems to have a basis to the mass of people. For example: "Every
" Jew is in business and has money." But we could never counter such & prejo-
dice by just repeating, "Evory Jow is not in busincss and does not heve money .

e Evcn 1css by just seying, ":7:ht anti-semitismn.

Prejudiccs cannot be bowled over. ‘Abovz all not wntil we have establishod

‘& workers! government and have the facilitics of mass publicity now monopolized

by tho cepitelist class., Prejudices must bc out-flanked and undcrmined.’ 7 5
' (=
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How can we do this?

‘ By epproaching thc mass of workcrs, not on the basis of our disagrecments,
but on thc basis of our agrccments.

Let us illustrate with an example. The majority of workcrs hove some
degroe of anti-scmitism, eithor active or latont. e could print a 100 million
stickers and say "Down with anti-semitism". ‘/ould it havec any rcsult? Only
thosc already educated to understand the truth about anti-scuitism would say,
"Yes, that is right." But the mass would remain unmoved.

. .Therefore, ~e bogin with o proposition that organized workers arc already
-agreed upon. "Jorkers must stand together. Labor solidarity is the only an-
swer to the employers." Agreed. Then we go further: "We must not permit
racisl, national or religious differences to divide us." Agrecd. "Divid-
ing workers along these lines is the employers! gamc." Agreed. "Then why are
people stirring up scntiment ngainst Jews and Negroest Don!t you ses that
this undermines labor unityi®

%111 this convinc\, everyone? Of course not. However, it is only along
this line that the mass of workers can be approached. This is en agitational
approach. It begins with that which is already popular, i. e,, labor unity,
and uses it against a prejudice, i. e. anti-semitism, or Jim Crow. This is
how prejudices must be approached. This is vhat is meant by undermining eand
out-flanking them. ; S '

3« The i’rejudice seainst Sdcialism'

 The field of investigating the notions and prejudices of American worl:ars
is an i.nterest ing one. It turns up the most peculiar concepts.

American workers (differently from European workers) hava developed, as

a result of capitalist mis~cducation in the press, school, etc., a prejudice

against "Socialisn®"., Upon investigation, however, one finds.that the preju-

dice is directed not against an idea, but against a rord. This word has only

the most vague meaning for them. They simply associate it 7ith somesthing un-~

. desirable. (Add to this the confusion of M"Russian Socialism®, Hitlocr!s "na-
tional socialism", ete.) '

But on the other hand.. the workers are also "prejudiced" against “capi-
talism". Decadcs of socialist agitation have crcated the vague impression
anong workers that capitalism is undesirable: But like "socialism' to them,
fcapitalism" has no definite meaning. Thgy are most apt to think of it in

¢ terms of "vall Street", "monopoly rule", "3ig Business", etc, Capitelist
. publicity men, like the Nii, are smart enough to understand this. That is
¥ why they use a temm like tho "free enterprise system", in defending capitalism.

Yet our press constantly runs counter to what is indicated by the above.
Instead of featuring the content or meaning of Socialilsm, vwe feature the word.
The worker does not lmow exactly vhat Socialism is. 3But it is not popular
g - with him. Then why blazon Socialisn into the headline? Ouzly someone totally
i unfamiliar with the thought-patterns of American workers wwould cormit such a
k. gross error.

On the other hend, our press shys avay from the term "capitalism" and
¥  speaks of the "boss system", the "boss class", the "boss war", etc. mhé word
r. "ooss" usually means the managerial supcrior in the plant and not the owmer.
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No worker ever thinks of the stockholders, the board of directors, or even
the president of the corporation as his “boss" The "boss" is usually the

‘foreman or superintendent.

In writing "Plenty for A1l" the euthor gave it the sub title: "And
How We Can Get It". Someons in the national office undertook an "improvement"
by changing the sub-title to read: "The iieaning of Socialism". ‘The chonge
was not serious in its harm vut was indicative of a loss of touch with how
workers think. The pamphlet had been written specifically to avoid a head-on
collision with the term "socialism". -The word was thercfore introduced only
after the ideas of socinlism had been thoroughly explained. Yet this effort

- on tho part of the author was negatzd by plocing the word on the eover.

Some peop".l.e have often naively said that if we only dropbed the 'term
"gocialism" and called it something else, it would be accepted. Such a sub-
stitution of terms will gain nothing, The capit~list press will Jjust as

. quickly smear the new term 'by calling it "Socwlism"

Eowever, if it is a choice in our popular press between those who would

'drcp the tem "Socialism" and write obout the idecas of Socizlism and those

who in our press constantly use the 7jord "SocialisrM without referencé to the
ideas, the party would be the geiner by choosing thz fornmer.

But there is no nead to choose one or the other. The method should be
to explain the jdeas of Sociclism.and then say, "Such a system is Socinlism."

(Until dissuaded, one sympathizar was in favor of distributing "Plenty
for Al1" among his shop-mates with the outside cover torn off.)

4. gtherAPrejudices or iiisconceptions of ’-:Jorkgrs:

Workers use words and phrases in their daily longuage with a meaning
entirely different from that given it inside our movement. For instance the
t7o terms defined in this article "propaganda®and "agitation". To the aver-
age worker, "propagnnda" means a lot of lies about something.  "Agitation" is
malicious trouble malzing. ">ndical" is just anything or anyone who is im-
possible and out of bounds. "Politics" is either the occupation of grafters
or an underhonded and dishonest means of accomplishing something. The "statef
is not thought of in Engel's scnse but as one of the 48 sub-divisions of the
USA. "Revolutionary" has sorichow become identified in the workert!s mind with
"blood-thirsty". Then there are a series of wwords thrt are just plain be- -
wildering to the srorker; “"plenum™, "fractioa", "nucleus", "cadra", "syumpe-
thizerr, "militant®, etc. Still at this late date jergon like this sometines
sneaks into our press. Let it be said, howvever, that in this raspect 7e have
mede a vast improveneat over seweral years ago. Just compare.with the "Mili-
tant® and you will get the point. ~

One important question of terminology is the use of the word "Stalinistf.
A discussion at the lnst plenun seemed to urnanimously agrce that the teorm was
to be dropped in favor of the use of "Comrmnist Part;" or at least "Stalinist

: Com:mnist Partyn,

’Let us face the facts and rccognize th~t for the mass of the worlers,
the Conmnists are those identified w:ith noscow. Then why is it necessary to
call them anything clse but "cormunists"? 7 7 ,

o o



(R . A

-5- ' y

Our continued use of "Stalinists" -is on out-lived hang-over from the days
vhen we werc ¢ faction of tho Comrmnist rovenent. %We are no longer that. Just
a8 Lenin once deserted the word "Socizl Democrat® and "Socinlism" to dist in-
guish himself froa the enemies of the 3rd International, go let us drop the
term "Corrunist® as applied to ourselvzs and "Stalinists® as applied to the
CP. In effect we h-ve already accepted this point of view. Ve usually refer
to ourselves as "socialists". Then “hy should we painstakingly refer to our
worst enemies as "Stalinists" or "Stalinist Comrmunistd? Does not this imply
that they are still faction opponents of ours? That we are still part of the
communist movement? That we are the real commnists? Yes, theoretically, we
are the reel communists. The heirs of Lenin and his movement. In owr propa-
ganda articles that educate the advanced workers we will continue to make this
- point. But to continually inject it into our popular writing has a confusing
and demaging effect.

- .. fqhere is one further argument. The word "Stelinist" as applied to Com-
munists originated with us. Though it has to some axtent gons beyond our

. eircle in cormon usage, its use in conversation or on the union floor will
always raise the suspicion that its user is a "Trotskyist". 1In this sense
it needlessly reveals our people to our more astute and clever opponents.

5. The Scientific Teminblc_—, v_of Marxzism:

Marxism is a science. Like any other science it has established a vody
of terms that have a specific-and concrete definition, Nothing seid in this
report should be construed as an attempt to throw out of the windo~ the
scientific terminology of our movement. This must be precise and witampered
with. For it stands for definite ideas.

- But we must know when and where we use such terms. Ve rust realize
that they have meaning only in very limited circles. If it is necessary to
. . use some such term in our popular press, we must immediately explain its
" meaning. Fut usually we can find ways of seying it in the daily language
of the workers. ; . . ~

We can compare this approach with the science of medicine. This science
has built up a very involved terminology, in large part based upon Latin words.
If a doctor picks up & medicel journal he expeds to find it written in the
" terms of the field of medicine. The journal is written for doctors. But if
the health department publishes a pamphlet on a certain rnedical subject or
if & drug firm advertises one of its products in the daily press, 7e expect
to find it written in language which the ordinary man. can understand. We ex-
pect that such language will avoid phrases or terms not used by us in daily .
conversation, or if it does use them, it will tell us vhat is neant.

In this sense we have already established a procedure. But it is all
too frequently violated. No one 7ould write "dictatorship of the proletariat"
in a popular paper. We give it its sgitational equivelent, ®iorkers Govern-
nent". Yet we still find use of "bourgeois parties®, ngoviet", etc. which are
meaningless to the mnss of the workers. : '

6. The Use of "Trotskyist":

Are wé a "Trotslyist" party? Yes and no., In & broad historical sense
yes. We are the heirs of Merxism via Lenin and Trotsky. Do wa want to be
jdentified as the Trotskyist Party or a Motskyist Party in the American work-
ingclass. What have we to gain? Only more prejudices to overcome? 7 B
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Yes, the American workinzclass must be educated to understand tho
teachings of Marx, Lenin, and Trotsky. Ve must someday raise the working-
class to the level vhere they will regard them as their teachers. But to
emphasize Leon Trotsky and "Trotskylst® will not accomplish this. Building
the press that carries Trotsky'!s ideas will do it.

The long run ad for the "New Course" by Lcoa Trotsky created diffi-
culties for some of our unionists in getting subscriptions. Even before
knowing what the paper had to say workers would glance through it and see the
prominent ad -and say, "Is this a Trotsky paper?® In the midst of a story on
the strike at Cramps shipyard appearcd e box with the story about the"Ceylon
Trotslyists" being arrestad. The issue was distributed to the Cramps ‘orkers
and the strike article was the one to be read by the greatest number. Vhy
run "Trotskyist® in the headline? The Ceylon party does not so call itself.
Nor are they 8o called in the body of the article. Was it merely to facili-
tate headline writing? ' . _

Ve must recognize "Trotskyist" as one of the terms that throws up a
barrier in the mind of the worker against our ideas. Give him the ideas first
and then, having undermined the prejudice, tell him that these ideas were de-
" veloped by Marx, Lenin q,nd Trotsky.

_Agnarico.nizimj Our Approanh-

The term "Americanizing" is placed 1n quotation merks, not becouse one
needs to apologize for it, but because it has been much abused and misused
by people who used it as a c~ver for opportunism. %e must be as Ameriecen in
our approach as the Bolsheviks were Russian in theirs. The warnings of Lenin
at the Third Congress of the C.I. against imitating, instead of learning from,
the Bolsheviks are in the spirit that we want to spe:ﬂf about "imericanizing®
our approach. : A _

Our traditions ere fSo completely Europea.n that, we rust begin to con-
sciously study the American labor backeround in order to make ourselves part
of that tradition. Somes of our peoplec can recite the names of all the members
of Lenints Central Committee but appear baffled when you mention Debs, Hay- '
wood, Gompers, Hother Jones, Joe Hill, and other figures from the past of
Anerican labor. Some of our people know the details of the Paris Corummne,
tho 1905 Revolution, the Canton Comrmune, and the mutiny on the "Potemkin" but-
-appear puzzled when you mention the Seattle General Strike, the Haymarket
"Riot, Ludlow, Cripple Creek, Lawrence, the Pettibone-lioyer case, the Canton
speech the St. Louis Declaration, the trial of the 100 IWW leaders, etc.

Muste was once the great apostle of "American" radicalism in this
country. %e have much to learn from the techniques of the Muste movement
in speaking to the American workers. “/hat was wrong with ijuste's party was
its centrism, its fommlessness in theory, its lack of a programimatic heritage
and roots. He tried to create something artificially in an empirical manner.
We have o firm foundation. For us it is a matter of adaptation.

But more than the iuste experiences is it necessary to study the ex-
periences of the IWi, the old Socialist movement, end other espects of the
American labor tradition.  we must learn to spesk Socinlisin in Americon terms
as Debs once did. (Let me tell a 1little secret. ®Plenty for All" 1s far from
an original venture in Socialist writing, as many of those who congratulated
the avthor have thought. -t basgs itself, in mony sections quite directly,
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upon the language and appro-ch of the old-time Socialist. speakers apd writers -
who, differently from mrny of our people, believed that Socialism was something
that had to be argued for ard not merely proclaimed. )

we celebrate the Russian Revolution, the anniversary of Lenin, Liebknecht,
and Luxemburg, the memory of Trotsky, the commemoration -of the Paris Commume,
and other dates that have meaning in the international tradition of the work-
ingclass. This is good. The American workingclass must be cducated in an in-
ternationalist spirit. But before our press con make these events meon some—
thing real we must mnke the worker aware of his own native labor tradition.

Only by such an approach in our popular press will we interest our own
writers in the necessary rascarch to produce iiarxist studies of the Americon
background. It is one of the indi eee of the poverty of the American Karxists
that there is such a woefully small literature on America. Eowever, what
doos exist is not even used by our movement. OftNealls "jorkers in Anerican
History" is an excellent pamphlet for workers dspite the politics of its
author. .

8, Need for a "Posit ivet pproa.ch'

One of the frequent co:rplaints heard fron workers who read our press is
that they know vhat we are asainst but not what we are for. It is true that
in the struggle against capitalist reaction we arc forced to raise many
‘slogans Yagainst" this and Magainst® thot. But this does not explain fully
the failure to play up our alternative proposo.ls, above all, in the main
headlines.

Examples ‘orkers are discussing the "labor deaft". ./e can raise slo-
gans. in opposition to it. :ost advanced union men will be .sympathetic to
them. But we would be far more successful azitators if we used the opportun-
ity to raise our transition~l sldgan of "Draft Capitall® Nationnlize the.
War Industries under ‘iorkers Controll" 'je rmst continually appear before the
.workingclass as, above all, the Eroponent of = prografn, of & way out.

Anerican polit icnl movements have alvays gothered great support around
o "proposed solution": greendbackism, silver money, Toasend pension, "hanm
and .eggs", etc. (Trotsky attributes this to the very pronounced empiricism
of the Anglo~Saxons, above all, the Americans, who think more in terms of con-
crete solutions then in terms of theoretical generalizations," Ve must moke
ourselves thought of as advocates of a plan, ‘

In this connec¢tion, the suthor sought to popularize the use of the term
"plenty for a&ll". -lovements have grown popular in this country with far mors
vague slogans thon this. (Is this any more vogue than lend, peace and bread?
Outside of the extreme right wing, every party in Russia could be said to have
been for "land, peace, and bread®. But the Bolsheviks linked these concepts
with a definite way out.) Ve are for "Plenty for All® and we have a definite
plan w7ith which to achieve it. v

Such "Plenty for All" propeganda rmst sell Socialism to the Americ'm
workers by constantly stressing the newness of Socinlism, the fact -that it
" has never been really tried anywhere, that it is as streamlined as plastics,
sulfe drugs, the auto-gyro, television, the rocket-plene, pre-fabricated
- houses, and the phot-electric eye. Americans are mechdnicrlly-ninded, above
- 2ll the workers who d~ily handle the ma.rvels of modern science in industriel
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production. ¥e nust constantly tie up "Plenty for All" end a Socialist Plan

«ith the abundance of riodern industry. Roosevelt and Wallace advocate stab-

i1izing post-war econory at $125 billions a year netionnl income. The reac-

tionory columists say this is o pipec dream and advocate only $100 billion

a year. Vhy cantt we set some of our corpatent statisticians to vorlz and ap-
proximate, as the Brookings study and Technocrats once did, what pl-nned pro-
duction under Socinlisa would mecn in terms of o yearly notional incomeg 1Is

there anything wrong with becoming thc advoentes of a 500 billion a year eco-
nory ond distributing the increcse at the bottom, among the workers ond farm-
ers? .

This cannot be answere? with the smug and bureaucratic assertion, that if
one feels that way, no one s preventing this from being written. This cannot
become successful as & one-man approoch. It must be consciously inaugurated
from the top, Articles mst be plamaed for, articles st be slanted, and

the leading by-lines of thc paper mmst show the wy.

9. The Difference Bet¥cen iiilitoncy and Harshness in Tone:

vorkers andmire a forthright mnd fighting tone. A4 lot of the success of
our paper is due to the aggressive and belligerent tone we hove used. How-
ever, our tone aften become hLarsh in & vulgar and amotawrish way. This ap-
pears undignified to workers and ore often hears remarks nbout it. Time and
again one notes language reminiscent of the 3rd Period "Daily Worker". Given
the fact that we must rely upon meny young and inexperienced contributors,
this is understandable. But all the more need to correct it end train our
writers. :

10. Doesn't this 211 Soack of gefom‘ism?‘

‘Many people in our ranks will fedl uneasy about the proposcls made hare.
It seems to smack of reformisn to them. But dear friends, I an afraid that
your fears emack of sectarianism. e st learn thrt what is vital is the .
content and not the shell. fThe S. R.s-long outdid the Bolsheviks in the
radicalism and extremism of their languanze and tactics. Iy comparismn the
Bolsheviks sounded dry and humdrun. Or use another exorpley Both Bolshe-
viks and Mensheviks published a leaal daily in St. Petersburg from 1911 to
1914. Both were subject to the Czarist censorship. A4nd both had rany issues
confiscated. They were both pretty rmch limited os to the type of language
they could use and hcw.-far they could go. Yet the Bolshevik's #pravdal
troined thousands of workers in revolutionary thought and action while th
.ienshevik "Iuch" trained t. 3 workers in typicel reformist nanner. 3

e must-learn to speak Sociolism in America:i 1rngunge just as the Bol-
shoviks did in the Russien language. Agein let us heed Lenin's advice:
"pon!'t imitate the Iolsheviks, but learn fron then',

® % % % & B
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QN TEE CHARACTER OF LABOR ACTION

mring the past year or more, there has been considerable dissatis-
faction in the party with the contents end emphagis in LABOR ACTION. Thege
has been a general feeling that something was missing in the paper. Yet
very little has been done toward making the necessary change. Since LABQOR
ACTION is our chief voice to the workers, this matter merits serious con-
sideration. _

The purpose of the party's agitation is to raise the political level of
the working class to the height necessary for carrying out its historic tasks.
To accomplish this purpose most effectively, our agitation, by both voice and
printed word, must start with today's conditions and thinking of the workers,
and help them draw the conclusion of the necessity for workers' rule as the
only way to achieve a lasting satisfaction of their immediate demands, In
the course of reaching this conclusion, our agitation will show the workers
the concrete steps to be taken in the struggle; it will stimulate their inde-
pendent class action. To link up, in the minds ‘of the workers, today's
struggles and ideas with those of tomorrow is the purpose of the transition-
al program. This program must not be merely a dry list of slogans in a box
ina comer of ‘the paper; its ideas should permeate everything jm the paper.

‘ALEERICAN WORKERS THI’NKING OF THE POS’I‘ WAR WORLD

_ ‘A8 a result of the war, millions of workers who formerly thought only

of wages, cost of living, and immediate shop and union problems are now think-
ing also of government affairs, politics, international issues, and the fu-
ture. Thoy have been taught that the individual must subordlnate himself,
even sacrifice life if need be, for society. In a world of violent change,
they are no longer so sure of the stability of the status quo. At the same
time the workers show a growing suspicion of the ruling class and skepticism
as to its war aims. '

One need not be a Marxist to foresee devastating unemployment in the
post-war America. The average worker fears such a development. Anyone in
contect with American worke:- and soldiers knows that millions of them are
now asliing the guestion: What kind of America after the war? Will there
be a return to the mass unempl oyment “and miserly relief of pre-war times?
dillions are thinking that if it is possible to plan for full production and-
omployment for war, it should be possible to plan for full production and
-employment for peace, to create a higher standard of living, better housing,
more consumers goods, etc., in other words, plenty for all. ¥ith the reali-
zation that plenty for all is possible, goes the fear that the powers that
be in the country, out of conccern for profits, will bungle the situation
the way they did in 1929-41. And there is a growing, if not yet completely
conscious, determination on the part of millions to realize this plenty for
themselves regardless of the wishes of the big-shots in industry and govern-
ment.: (They think in concrcte terms. The condition of plenty for all is
thought of in terms of the individual standard of living, a better home, car,
etc., and not the gencralization of workers! power or the still greater ab-
straction, socialism.)

- Here, in embryo, is the post-war class struggle on a higher level of
working—class consciousness than ever before in America. o
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- There are many signs of this advance in the thinking of the Americen
masses, signs which should be scized upon in our press and developed. Stuart
Chasc returns from & tour ol Army. camps and reports that tho soldiers arc dc-
termined not to sell apples ia the streots, but will demand dccent jobs at
decent pay rcgardlcss of conscquences. Tho National Commander of the Ameri-
can Logion announces that if the roturning soldiecrs don't got their just de-
sorts, he will "build a bonfirs that will burn down the Washingtown squirrcl
cago.t The bourgooisie prints ads showing picturcs of apple sellors in 194X,
and, whistling in the dark, announccs an essey contast on how to maintain
omployment aftcr the war. ' : ’

* ¥any unions are now raising thc demand for a guarantecd anmial waze.
Such a demand says that, work or no work, the wages of the workers must con-
tinuc. This m2ans that in thc post-war uncmployment crisis it would be the
capitalists who would bsar the burden, instead of tho workors sufforing. By
a zuarentced annual wage the workors would be ablc to mainteln thoir standard
of living. This implics production of consumors goods for thc usc of the
pooplc, instcad of production or non-production as suits thc profit of the
capitalists. Thet this will rcquire o change in the wAmerican way of 1lifce®
~ 4s sonscd by labor lcaders lik: Williem Green, who have urgad that a board
similar to WPB guidc tho postéwar rcconversion program, with the aim of ob-
taining shorter hours at the same pey for the workers, and that this board
consist of rcprescntatives of labor, farmors, management and Congress. Tho
implication of all this is; government planning of production for the usc
of the pooplc, not for the profits of capital. ’

. fThese itcms arc indications of the ncw ideas among tho workers. It is
with such thoughts of thc workers that LABOR ACTION must deal.

The political resolution of thc NC sces greet social turbulence efter
tho war, and thc capitalist attompt to fizht the workers by croating a mass
fascist movemcnt, which wovl4 demagogicelly promise & Now Ordore. The polari-
gation of Amcrican socicty -ill in all likclihood pit this fascist movemont
 against & growing movement of indepcndent labor ection, ropresented politic-
ally in an indcpendont lebor party. It is for such a futurs that LABOR ACTION
must preparc thc workers who read it. S » : : ,

THE CONTEN?S OF LABOR ACTION TODAY

. Ko- doos LABOR ACTION mcct this situation? The "ad" which appoars in
LA roads: ’ .

LABOR 4CTION
turns the spotlight on

wage freezing rising living costs

- incentive pay nphony friends® of labor
war profits nativ: fascists ‘

Jim Crow workers politics
. An cxamination of recent issucs shows that" LA also discusscs strikes’
and gcnerel union ncwsg taxcs; scendals (E1k Hills, Shipshaw, Brewster,
Cenol, etc.); sobsidics; manpower bungling; & 1ittle on foreign cvents (al-
most totally divorced from the Amorican workers) . S :
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All or most of thesc t! * g8 arc of interest to the workcrs who rcad LA.
It may givo them a fow facts thoy didn't have before, and it may express their
jfdcas on thesc things more nlearly, but this typs of papor does very little
to raisc their consciousnecss above its present lovel. By and large, the

" workers already know of the rising cost of living, and of tho incquality be-

twcer frozon woges and soaring boss profits. But thoy arc also looling for

a -7ay out of the whole mess. Thoy arc thinking in terms of a post-war world
which will be differont from the past and prescat. Thoy dontt find clear an-
swers to thosc quostions in LA today. LA stops herc it should rcally bogin.

¥eny of the workers gotting LA at factory gatce have rclatives in the
sorvicc. Many expect to be drafted thumselves. Those workers arc less con-
ccrnad about -ogos, pricos, profits and union affairs; they arc concerned a
whols lot about gettinz thc war over with as soon &s possible, and they are
concorncd about tho kind of Amorica they will come back to sfter the war. LA
with its prcscnt contonts has little attraction for them.

Wot only docs LA fail t9 lcad the workers who read it, by properly link-
ing the prosont struzzles and thinking of tho worlors with the tnasks of to-
morrow; it is not cven a more baromstor, recording the presont thoughts of

" workors. That half of their thinkinz which dcals with thc questions of the

post-war Pecriod finds hardly any roflection in LA. (Evon P shows morc awaro-

ness of theso problems than LA doos.) LA, in many important rospects, lags
behind tha: workers, instcad of loading and tcaching. It is a good militent

tradoc union paper; but it is insufficicntly a rovolutionary socialist paper.

W2 have said that the imperialists~and raformists cannot arousc the en-
thusiasm of tho masscs by a morsly dofensive idcology, which spcaks of de-
fonding dcmocracy or tho status quo. To arouse tho mnsscs rcquircs a posi-
tive goal, a statoment of v aims which the masscs feol arc worth fighting
for. The samc principle is truc of our own agitetion and propaganda. ™o
must not kcep harping mercly on the immediate defensive struggles of the
working class, as LA is doing. Ve rmst tic up these defensive strugzles with
" the offensivos of tommorow; we must put before the workers a program of action
to solve the crisis, a wey out, our var aims. If we do not, how can wo ex-
pect to arousc the fighting spirit required for the bigger struggles to come?
How can wo expect to arouse the enthusiasn of workers to tha point where they
would nake tho sacrifices and undertake the risks involved in party nember-

* ghip? It night help our recruiting ‘considerably if we could show our pros-
pects that we take our war ains seriously enough to boost them in our paper
read by thousands of workers. : :

, Tho SLP scctarians go.to one extremz, talking oxclusively of socialism
and ignoring the inmediate spruggles of the workers. LA goes to the opposite
extreme, concentrating eliost exclusivcly on the present strugsles. Vhat is
necded is a propar combinatioa of the immediate problems and the ultinmete
solution, not in isolated compartments but closcly linked together in ordin-
ary cvery-day workcrs'! langunge. '

Our party leadership has long recognized the necd for such a change
in LA. %henever the question was raised, as at the NY City Convention a
year ago, and at the Active Workers! Conference, the NC rcpresentatives
have agreed to the idea. However, the turn ves not made. The lcadership
gcens to be finding it extremoly difficult to make this necessary change in
our press. This is bornc out by the failure to mention the character of LA
in the political roesolution and in the draft on the tasks of tho party, al-
“though the spaces between the lines of the polit ical resolution cry out for
such a chonge in the orient~tion of our paper. '
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SOME SUGGESTIONS

The follovinz suggesti. < ars not intended to be complate or perfect in
every detail, but ore offerud to ililustrate the kind of paper we nced.

First, a word about the general #tone" of the paper. It scems to me de-
girable to replace, wherc possible, dry, "objective® headlines and subject
matter with something dramatic, something infused with 2 lively, fizhting
spirit. A good exarple is the headline which appeared about six moanths ago
(if I remexber correctly), "torkers st Control Food Productiont® Such a
headline scrves to arousc curiosity ond thought on the part of a worker,
while a headline rcading "Govt Index Shows Cost of Living Rising®" would prod-
ably evoke the thought, "That's o0ld stuff. Xy wife tells me that story every

pay day.* ‘)
ON AMERICAN AFFAIRS '

The paper should be centered about the necessity for and practicability
of an independent Labor Party and a Workers! Government.

It should de pointed out on every suitable occasion that the nation's
industry, centrally controlled and planned by the governnent, did a tremen-
e dous production job for war. It can produce plenty for all in peace~time, °
“if production is plenned for the yse of the people and not for the profit
= of a nminority. If this minority, in control of the government, refuses to
. plan production for the use of the people, then the workers rust take over
- control of industry and government. For this we need an independent Labor -
~ Party. And this Party must fizht for such o program: (then give, and illus-
trato tho principal tremsitional donands). ' )

The danger of fascism rnd its meaning to the workers can be illustrated
by the growing government actions against lobor in the present perlod, such

, as wage and job freeging, labor conscription, violations of civil 1liberties,
2 " otc. We rmst make use of the various rehearsals for a fascist rovement, such
. .ag the Detroit events, to warn of the possibility of a post-war fascist mass

novement , which, by terror and race hatred, will try to prévent the workers

and veterans from getting the decent living they will be fighting for. In -
b-. . all these events e can show concretely the reactionary role of the govern- -
. " ment end libersls. Ve can then draw the conclusion that -fascisn can be fought
‘only by independent worlrers! action, through a fighting Labor Party, Workers!
: " Defense Guards, etc. A Labor Party, standing on a militant positive progrem,
- and fighting for 2 Mew Workers'! Order, will fight the source of fascism, and
prevent the middle classes from falling prey to the fascist demagogy; and
Workerst! Defense Guards will protect the workers against the attacks of the
fascist storm troopers. In this connection we- should emphasize®the need for
-unity between labor and the Negro people, both the victims of fascisi.

These idens should not be confined to a sentence or parazraph tagged
on to the end of esn.article. Wor should they appear as an occasional article:
or series of articles, divorced froa the moin content of the paper. They
 must Be developed in detail and flow necessarily from present renlity. For
exanple, in discussing the guarantecd annual wage being denended by meny
unions, it can be shown how this means that the bosscs and not the workers
w711l bear the burden in the post-war crisis., This mcans keeping the produc-
tion of consumers goods for the workers regardless of the profits or losses
of the bosses. The bosses, now in control of the government, will refuse
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to carry the burden, and will try to put it on the workers! backs. In the
ensuing struggle, to obtain a really secure decent standard of living, the
worlkers will find it necessary to overcome the bosses in industfy and govern-
pent by workers' control in the factories through factory committees and in
the government through a labor party. Then a detailed description can be
given of how the factory will be managed by the workers; how production will
be planned nationally and how unemployment will be abolished. Workers!
democracy cen be described and contrasted to the present bourgeois demaracy.

Ivents such as the NAM éongress‘ ( where post-war employment is a promin-
ent topic), statements by prominent businessmen, politicians and labor lead-
.erg, can be used to develop sinmilar ideas.

We should restore the type of dialogs between workers that Paul Temple
. used to write. Such a form is highly effective in putting aeross transition-
al slogans in ordinary every-day workers' language.

The peper should be recruiting-conscious. It should frequently carry
paterial describing the Workers Party and its role today and tomorrow, and
. inviting workers who agree with the ideas axpressed in the paper to join
the party, in order to help push this prozram in the labor movement .*

h .Iri' discﬁssions 6f prices, subsidies and rationing prohiinerce should be
given to the slognn of price-fixing and rationing by comittees of workers,
working farmers and housewives. ' ' S

Items. on scandals and ;raft should bring in the idea of factory comrit-
~ tees to examine the books of the corporations; the workers have a right to
know these things; this can also be tied in with weges and profits.

 ¥ith regard to the general situation of maripower bungling, we rust raise
the ider of workers'! control of industry as the only way to abolish waste
"~ of labor andyct avoid labor conscription. ’ .

X In items on coal miners and other workers killed or injured in indus-

" trial accidents, we rmst develop the demand that workers! cormittees inspect
the plants for safety facilities ond compel the bosses to -install all fea-
tures the workers find necessary. - ' : ‘

In news of union affairs and bureaucratic behavior by the lnbor skates,
the idea of progressive groups and shop comnittees controlled by the rank and
file cen be introduced. ' : :

In news of Negro sthiggie’s we should point out the 'need for a March on
Washington nnd similar demonstrations, 2s well as the need for an alliance
with lebor, as agninst Randolph's hat-in-hand method of plen~ding with FDR.

Thus, wherever the occasion vpermits, we erphasize the idea of independ-
ent action by the wworkers themselves, throuzh their om aenocratically con-
trolled orranizations, not.only today but in the next period when the workers
will be playinz o bigzer role in society. 1In each concrete case, ¢ accuston
the readers of LA to the idea of the workers themselves runninz things.

OX FOREIGN AFFAIRS .
News of foreign happerings should be closely 1in1<ed with America, and .

*7ith due consideration to the legal position. : Tl
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point toward the conclusion for the American workers: a labor party end a
Workers! Governnent. Past and present events in other countries should not
be treated in the manner of the liberals, but should be used to draw for the
American workers lessons of revolutionary actien and international solida.rity.

Diplomatic confabs like Cairo and Teheran should not merely be given an
objective analysis, but should also be the occasion for a campaizn around
the slozen "No Secret Diploracyl" The people are entitled to know what fate
is being decided for them behind closed doors. The Teheran 3-power declara-
tion and similar inperialist pronouncenents rust be prominently exposed by -
contrasting, point by point, the promises of the imperialists with their
deeds at home and abroad.

Close attention should ve given to Canada, where the Labor Party (CCF)
is getting the support of i.creasing mumbers of workers and soldiers. This
should be presented as a previsw of events likely to occur in the USA.

We use the events in Lebanon to expose the war aims of the imperialists
and the character of the war. In addition, these events should be used to
show how inmportent sections of the colonial world, in ferment today, will
rise tomorrow to throw out the imperialists. We rmst point out how in their
‘strugzle the colonial masses nre the allied of the Americen-workers, fighting
the same trusts (0il, otc.) that sit on the workers here. Ve rmst show how
colonial success in kicking out the imperialists would weaken our bosses here
at home, and thus mrke it eesier for the struzgles of the Americanwrkers.

The workers should be put on guard against any attempt to use American
troops abroad to put down the people fighting for freedom. 4 continuous cam-
paizn should be waged in LA around the fact that in South Italy, Americen
-and _Pritish troops are suppressing civil liberties, prohibitinz all unions
except those whose officials are appoiunted by the Amsot-Badoglio rezine, and

- enforcing the Ylnbor contracts" established under iussolini. 4American troops
in Italy ore being used to support the moronic little king agzainst the people.
Bocause Sforza was heclled at a meeting by people shouting for a Republic,
the Allied authorities have suppressed the right of o~ssembly in Naples. Is
it for this that American workers are sweating and soldiers dyinz? ‘

Roosevelt is reported to have been in or near Italy on his return from
Cairo. We should seize this opportunity for a banner headline, "How About
- the Four Freedoms in Italy, ¥r. President?® On the basis of a campaizn as
outlined above, we can point out that successful suppression of the workers
abroad will be followed by the use of the military against workers' rights in
-this country. 1In this councrete way, LA con teach the lesson of international
uorking-class solidarity.

‘Po illustrate how workers have taken indépendent action to stop imperi-
alist war and set up their own rule, the paper should carry detailed materi-
al fron historical events such as these: ,

Revolution in Russib., c—ermaby and elsevhere following World ¥War I

Shop Stewards! movements in Britain

Irish revolutionary struggleé

Serial publicaticn of "Ten Days 'J.‘hat Shook the World" or similar
' literature _ 7
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Spanish revolut ion of 1936-7
Workers! actions in Italy when Hussolini fell
Past and present undergfound movenent s 1nAEuropa
ON TEE AMERICAN REVOLUT IC:WRY PAST |

76 con make use of the American revolutionary heritasze, and show that

nilitant struggle is not a foreign imortet ion, by printirg material from
the following:

American revolut ion

Slave revolts

Civil Vvar and Rec&nstmction period |
Strike mqvement in 1886

Etc.

LA needs more of the spirit of the pamphlet "Plenty for All", and less
harping on the subject of wazes, prices, profits and taxes. By following
along the lines of the above concrete suzsestions, and not by abstract talk
about socialism, our press can help prepare theworkers for the tosks
awaiting then, give then o program worth fighting fcr, and at the same time
recruit to the party.

Decerber 11, 1943 | George W. TOBIN
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DISCUSSION ARTICLE ON THE NEGRO QUESTION
| Yy

Joe Leonard

The position COOIidge eats forth, it seems to me, is clear and straight-
forward..

.,[,.- '!he Anerican ltegrooc are not a nparate nation.

1. socially-—they ‘have no uparate languAge. What culture and literature
exist 1s largely either protest, or else like the spirituals and the tendency
%o religion, resignation and despair. The Negroes in Georgia show no desire
to go to the Negro Republic of Lideria, or the Negro kingdom of Ethiopia.
There is far more justice in the term "Irish—American" than "Afro-iAmerican"
(or "jewish-American®).

, 2. politically—-there is no mass Negro party. The Republican Party,
the New Desl, dogens of white political groups have attracted the Wegroes.
Garvey came the closest to a Negro nationalist party, and he transported not
- & single Negro, and lost his influence as fast as he had gotten it.

‘ 3. economically--both in the South and North the Negroes are indis-
tingu.ishable econémically form millions. of whites, e.g., Eharecroppers,
®poor white trash®, steel workers. Italien and Polish immigrants, etc.

B. The Negro question is not, properly speaking. & race question. It vis a
'special problem of democratic rights. o

1. The Negro is distinguished by his racial characteristics, but there
is nothing in these racial cha.re.cteristzcs that causes whites to discriminate
aga:lnst him,

2. The most important root of the caste system is to be found in the
labor policy of the white borrgeoisie, although the bosses themselves are
often unaware of it. The disability of the Negro cannot be explained by the
color of his skin, any more than semitic noses have anythins to do with anti-
Semitism.

_ 3. Jim Crovw is é. nationwide policy; econom:.cally it is the same in the
North and in the South. The South exceeds the North in the brutality and ex-
'tent of political and social discrimination, hoawever.

" This differenca between North and South is tending to break downs
Detroit and Newark have "race" riots similar to Beaumont, Texas; segrezation
on streetcars and buses. is breaking down in parts of th: South, notably
Richnmond; Tennessece repealed its own poll-tax law; a railroad system has pro-
posed instituting Jim Crow cars on.all its trains going into the South from
the North; housing project disputes have revealed striking similarities be-
tween Detroit (or Buffalo) and Birmingham (or Atlanta).

C. The Negro community, not being part of a separate nation, shows (a) a
reproduction in blackface of the white capitalist corrmnity, and (b) a bour-
geoise clement whose strength, prestige, and influence derivc largely, not
from within the Negro community, but their status as hongers-on, entertam—
- ers of, and lieutonants for the white bourgeoisie. :

1. Bourgeoise Negroee are not treated the same as proletarian Negroes.
Spalding, Negro president of the North Carolina Life Insurance Co., is a

A-n9



-2-
nenber of the Chamber of Commerco of' New York State.

2, 1In a strike situation, can anyone imagine Negro capitalists being
- shown discourtesy by the white bosses?

'3e The first evening of the great sit-down strike in Gencral lMotors,
the workers decided that a Negro who bad struck with them should eat and
sleep with then on the same basis ea everyone else. *hen the strike was won,
the Negro mas given the place of honor at the head of the victory pa.ra.de.

It must be remembered that many of these workers werz hill-billies, from Ken-
‘tucky or Tennessee, who took in anti-Negro prejudice with their r.other's '
milk. Most of these had been industrial workers only a few years.

D. Negro nationalism (whether one calls it black chauvinism, race conscious-
ness, separtism, raciel sufficiency, or Negro particul~rism) is not progress-
ive. It 1s one thing to sympathize with the feelings of the Negrocs, and
- guite another to support the reactionary manifestations.

1. It promotes acceptance of Jim Crow; is often a symptom of hopeless-
ness a.nd despair. :

2. It ;romotes accept"nce of capitalism and bourgeoise de*mocrecy. In
" teaching "isolotionisa" it teaches Negro capitalism. -, '
3. Logically, it leads to advocating self-determination. - If Negroes
- should be sufficient unto themselves (Ludwig Lewisohn advocates the same
policy for the Jews), then they can best function in orgaanizations of their
own, and in a state of their own. Garvey (and the Jewish Zionists) under-
stood this. '

4, It disregards "class lines, class distinctions and class struegle.
With the Negro today, this provides a base for the perpetuation of the pres-
ent Negro leadership, naking nore difficult the integration of the Negro
proletarians into the labor novenent and thus leaving then the private prey
of the bourgedsia®.

E. ‘The stake of the unions in the strugzle for Negro rights is often only
. vaguely understood; even some of our own mermbers feel that the general
union principle, "An injury to one worker is an injury to all®, is about
all .the unions and the Negroes have in cormon. There are at least eight
other, and nore concrete. ties- o :

-+ le Hany Negroes are union members. o union can allow a group of its
me:ibers to be molested, if it wants to stay in one piece. _

2. The Hegro-baiters of today are the labor-baiters of toiworrow.
Hitler began as a Jew-baiter, but when he zot stronger, he broke up the
unions. The Klan in Detroit...

’ 3. Unless the white-uniohists accept tha Negroes into their unions
with equal rights, the Negrres will tend to be scabs. Orzonized leabor has
had such experiences, especi:lly before the CIO was formed. B

4, The Negroes have shown, in the U.y and in the CIO, that they
are first class unionists. The victory over Ford Xotor Co., (or in steel),
could never have been won if the union had b\.en neutral about the way Ford
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treated the Negroes. Let no unionist tolerate the efforts of race—hatlrs
to toke away the basis on vhich that victory was won.

5. A unfon that allows itself to be disrupted 'byzthe theory or the
practice of the race-haters cannot put up a very good fight against the
company. Disputes as to vhether one race is "inferior" obscure and confuse
the real disputes between tho company and the union. Every smart compzmy
personnel mnager knows this. ,

6. If the unions discrimino.te a&ainst Negroes, or cgainst the upgroding
of Negroes, the enenies of lobor will utilize the opportunity to attack the
unions. There is now (see Labor Action - 2/28/44) a bill before Congress
which while continuing the FIPC after the war, gives the government the power
to interfere with the hiring practices of the 'unions in closed shops.

~* 7. The great bulwark of the open shop and the starvation wage is the
South. The unions canmot organize Southern industry if they practice Jim
Crow policies themselves. ™he KKK understends the close connection between

" the Negro question and the .nion question: they lynch white organizers, too. l

. 8. If the unions fail to fight openly and actively for Negro rights,
the Negrocs will be voting for hypocritical candidates of big business when
lebor is seeking votes for independent lobor candidates. The unions and the
Negroes have a sound basis for a political alliance, es well as in the fac-

' tories and in the fields. \

‘ l'-' Negro organizo.tions thet are ngt ‘closely connected to the unions (e.g.
NAACP, M0W, Urban Lengue) can play progressive rule in the struggle for Negro
‘rights only if the ronk and file are broken away from the reformist policies
of petty-bourgeoise leadership. (Irving Berg doss not seem to understand
this. Note his paragraph #13). .

1. Teaching Negro cha.uvinism is reactionary.

2. Teaching Negro workers to look to the government, or its helpless
FEPC, for re-dress of their grievances is reactionary. (This does not mean.
however, that Negroes should ignore the FEPC.).

Se 'The Negroes rust learn to lock to orgaﬁized labor for leadership,

o'r ot the very lenst, for support. The Buffalo workingmen's ¥Welfare Commit- - '

tee functions as an auxiliary to the unions; it could be called a Joint
Council of Negro Unionists. The B%W/C nerbers are active in their unions.
7here there is discrimination in & factory, the BuWC works with and through
the union that has a controct signed in that factory. then a tense racial
situation developed, the Bl.iC members acted as representatives of unions.

4, Negro strugzles t-’ay that ignore the class struggle will not lead
the Negro masses from refoi.: to revolution, but from reform to reaction. The
Lynn Comnittee led by .iorzists was one thing; led by the :iOW (if it does any-
thing at all) it will probably confine itself to snivelling in front of bour-

gooise offichls.

"G+ The position we adcpted 1n the SWP on self-dcoterminaticn for Negrocs was
incorrect. The P .tmst not only discourege separatist tendencies in a group
thet is not a nation, it rust oppose such tendencies outrigzht. The Negroes .

.. have shown in the Knights of Labor, in the Populist movement, in the I’./T,. and
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in the CIO that whenever and wherever they are able, they integrate into
American society, and that it is this integrating tendency that has carried
with it the current of struggle. To be for self-determination is to be for
disinkgration, to separate the struggle of the Negroes from that of the
working class in general. Garvey's movement, with its chauvinisnm, its anti-
unionism, and its complete lack of achievements for the Negro is the outstand-
ing example of self-determinationisn in practice. The WP rmst today oppose
such a slogan. What we will say after the revolution is an entirely differ-
ent question. .

What is Johnson!s position in his resolution? On page 6 he writes:

®The Negroes do not constitute a nation, but, owing to their...difference in
color...their proolem becomes the problem of o national mincrity. The Negro
question is a part of the national and not of the "national® question..,
the Negrc question is o questioz of race and not of "race"." If this means
arything, it meass that - Jchnson is going to apply the iarxist formulae on
tho.paticnal question to the Negro problem in America tcday, although it is
not really a national question that is involved. Johnson substitutes for-
‘nulas, and quotations from Lenin and Trotsky, for an analysis of the present-
day problem on its own merits. '

- On page 8 there is a Lenin quotation concerning the Russian Revolution
of 1905. Also cne concerning the'prospects for revoluticn in Burope during
World War I. And, lastly, a Lenin quctation in which Ireland is mentioned
in passing. On page 10 Johnson writes: "Trotsky believed that the differences
between the West Indies, Catalcnia, Poland, etc., and the situation of the
Negroes in the United States were nct decisive".

Johnson'!s references are beside ;’ge point. (a) The Negroes are not a
nation, as he himself states. (b) Why must regard the Nezro question as a
national question anyway, in spite of their not being a nation, is ncwhere
stated. (c) Johnson does nct go into any one of the national problems he
claims are analogous in any detail. To do sc would reveal, among other
things, thot Marxists! support cf nntional mcvements which are dominated by
bourgecise elements varies, so to speak, in proportion to the compradors!
independence of the oppressi-g bourgeoisie. As Johnson himself points out:
(p. 17): "sSuch influence, z; for instance, the Indian naticnalist bcurszecisie
has exercised cver the Iadian masses, the Negro petty-bourgeoisie can never
exercise over the Negroess. The Party observes that the instinct for direct
‘action of the Negro masses ignored the NALCP or the Leazue. Why support
the reformist policies of the Negr:c petty-bourzeocis when wa caz better win
the Negro proletarians to the class struggle by sharply opposing separatist
and naticnalist tendencies? 1In this case, neither the Negro capitalist ncr
the Negro worker wants self-determination. The Negro capitalists use Garvey's
propaganda to fopol the Negro worker, t¢ offset class propaganda.

Johnson (p. 14) "sharply condemss that distortion of Marxist truth which
states or implies that the Negroes by their independent struggles cannot cet
to first base withought the leadership of organigzed labor". Tanis idsa recurs
again and again in his resclution. In his preamble to Part II (p. 12) cJohnson
divides the Hezro problem into (1) the relaticnship between the werkers!
struggle for sccialism and the Negrv struggle for democratic rights and
(2)"the independent struggles of the Negroes for demccratic rights and its B
relation to the proletarian struzzle for socinlism®. But Johnson never dis-
cusses this second part, except by the ana.tlogies mentioned ?‘ooye. It is in-
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cumbent upon him to prove his assertion to show precisely where, and to
what extent, the independent struggle (independent that is, cf orgamzed
labor or cf iarxists) is progressive.

No cne is claiming that the twc struggles are identicel, or that the
struggle for Negro demccratic rights is not progressive. Coolidf,e a:rees
with Johnson on both these points. But Johnscn, who differs from Coolidge
in asserting o third propcsition says: the struggle for Nezrc dence ratic
rights, independently cf orazanized labor (or harxists), is progressive.

Johnson gives 2 shert (and nct toc accurate) summary (p. 9) of how the
Marxist .mcvement dealt with the Negrc questicn from about 1917 to 1938.
Johnson assunes that when nc large-scnle Negrc work is planned, the Kegro
question is being ianccrrectly igncred.

It is not always possible to dc nmass work vhen you want to. Even tcday
+it is impossible tc do Negre work in o Scuthern corvmnity that has nct yet
been touched by the union movement. The oy road to the Scuthern Wegro today
is the unicn road. 7here it is impcssible to come in and orgenize a union,
it is impcossible to dc Negro work. '

Johnson underestimates, toc, the impertance of the CIO to the problem
of Negro work. Befcre the CIO, Negro work in the North had tc be carried
on,in general, on en indivi®iel, purely political, basis, not on the basis
of 'an apprcach to the American Negrc prcletarian nmasses!.

Jchnson!s lethod

cohnscnts resoclution os a whole is, again, a grab-bag -- you can pull
out almest anything you want. I, for one, am sick of cluttering up the Party,
not cnly with wrong dcctrines (frcm which it is scmetimes impossible to learn
a great deal), but with drctrines that are (a) presented in such a mannar that
one has to guess at.his pcsiticn and (b) most disloyally "devzsloped® in the
course ¢f the dispute., Johnson's method, as well as his ccnclusions, should
be dispesed of in the discussicn on the Negro question. »

. - I venture tc¢ predict, if Jchnsca is preparing to repe"'t previcus per-~
formonces,that:

1. we are in for more d.embogié begzing of the questicn of the
octivation <f Trotsky's ideas, by polishing a halc for Trotsky, let these
disagree with hinm whc dare.

2. we are going to be treated tc ancther deluge cf larxisn eco-

- nonics, this time "proving" that the Negroes! disability is rooted in his
status as a sharecrcpper. {(Jchnson stated this at the conventicn, and his
political body-zuord, F. Forest, has already develeoped it to formidable pro-
portions.) It is nct only inccrrect, but it is irrelevant to the points in
dispute between Coclidze's resoluticn and CJchnscn!s rzsolution, Tirst edition.
There is nr mention of this ahyvhere in Jchnson's resolution, which is plenty
long, but this will nct proveat him frow solemnly statin: that the "crux® of
the ilegro question is the Negrces! special econcmic relaticns in the South;
Johnson will not show a trrce ¢f a snile as he says that !'one cannot bezin
to understand the errors of Jcclidze!'s pcsiticn until one grasps this funda-

nental fact'. " ‘ i 7_3.




4 3. we are going to heve more arduous excursions :lhto L‘venin's theses on |
the national question. Johnson will again charge into large volumes and
energe with tattered quotations on his spear. '

4. wo are going to hnve more historical boners and inexcusable mistaltes
of fact, In the discussicn so far we already have from hins

(2) Referring to the rcle of the Negroes in the 1776 revclution, Jchnson says
""(p. 1): "The Negroes cormpelled the revoluticnary bourgecisie tc include ‘the
rights of Negroes among the rights of mann. 4 large portion of the leaders of
the Anericen revolution were slave-owners themselves. The Declaration of In-
-dependence, does nct mention Negro slavery: the Coantineatal Ccngress struck
out Jefferson's references to it. The Constitution mentions slavery, but only
to provide for it. ‘ :

(b) Referring to the Civil .ar, Johnson says (p. 1): "The revolutionary
~actions of the mmssos of the Negrcoes in the South played a decisive rcle in
the winning of the Ncrthern victory®. Decisive? Thet's a strong srord——-a
wrong werd. Lincoln!s Enancipaticn Proclamation, after the war was half

- over, freed only the slaves in thnt portion of the nation cver which Linccln

had no centrol, It would appear frca Johnscn's version of the Civil Tar that
the North won despite Lincoln's oppositicn to the decisive factor.

(¢) On page 2: "The exclusion cf Negrces froa the AFL corresponded t- o
period cf class colloboraticn practised by the AFL leadership". The AFL still
practiees class collaberation. .ind soc does the CIO, althcuzh thousands of
Negroes are in the CIO. Jchnson dces not seer to understand-that the AFL's
attitude to-ard the Nezrces is rocted in its craft structure. The attitude
of a conservative craft unionist toward 2 white steel worker, or other un-
skilled nonual laborer, is very little different from his attitude teward
Negroes. ‘ ' : ‘ ’

(a) "He (Trotsky~-JL) reccrmended that under certain circuistances the revo-
lut ionary party could 7ithdraw its cwn candidate for electicn to Conzress and
support o Negre demccrat®. (p. 11). Under what ccnditicns? This is Heiro
chauvinisn, with a vengeance. L4 demcrat or Demarat, e. g. Cctton Ed Snith
in blockface? ' -

(e) page 15; "The link in the struggle for Negro demccratic rights is between
the Negro corrunity as a whole and orgonized labor and nct between the Wegrc
proletarint alone and the white proletarint." This comes mighty clcse tc a
plea for "naticnal unity" ancng the Nesroes, yh¢ are ngt.a naticn. |

(f) poge 15:¢ "The cxperierc: of the Party with its agitation on the Harlenm
denonstration has already s..wn how receptive the Wesrc masses and Nezrc pro-
letarian elements would be to agitation cf this kind". hat experience of
the Party? The cnly. experience, cr azitation, the Party had was Jchnson's.

‘ . article in Laber Action, and that was bad. ihen you are sweeping history,

you do net step te pick up such trifles. -

cohnson sgys, I believe, that he is defending cur o0ld 1939 line. Good.
Let hin buttress it. Lot him explein how it is that we (2and Trotsly) were
corroct then. Let him explain vherein Coclidgel's aesiticn is wrens. Let hinm
counter-pese his practical program <f action tc Ccclid ets or to what he thinks
‘Coclidge should, if he is consistent, advccate. - ~ .

If Sohnson is still Jchnson, he will dc ncne of these things. I propcse
to the comrades that thoy izncre, and refrain from answering, those parts of
the editions of Johnscn's position that are yet tc come that are not relevent
to the points that are in dispute now. Let us avoid again filling stacks of

internal bulletins chasing Jchnson all over the political map. 4_
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