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AMPENDMENTS TO NC RESOLUTION ON NATIONAL QUESTION
Submitted by R. Ferguson

1. Sentence beginning: "To believe that this slogan should occupy the same place
in the Marxian program, and above all, in the Marxian platform, in the revolution-
ary transitional demands, Daw, when Eurepe ...." etc (NI Feb.'43, page 43)

Amend to rdad:, "Te believe that this slogan should occupy the same place in
the Marxian platform, in the revolutionary transitional demands, now, when Europe «.
ees BLC.Y S _ : '

Motivation: Deletion ef the phrase "in the Marxian ppogram and, above all," is
necessary because 1) its inclusion flatly contradicts®the first four paragraphs
under the heading "On the Slagan of the United States of Europe" on pake 42, and
2) its inclusion weakens the forst of these four paragraphs and thereby contri-
butes to confuse and blur the issue in the minds of some comrades.

2. Sentence beginning: "Before the masses see the "Socialist United States of
Europe'" as a realistfc sldgan, they undoubtedly want . oM etc. (Ibid, page 43)
Amend to read: "Before the masses, including the millions of socia.l:l_.st—educated
workers, can see the tgocialist United States of Europe" slegan as anything more
than the positing of an jndistinct and desirable New European Order culminating
their revolutionary efforts, they undoubtedly want...."etce. -

Motivations This clarifies the bare former phrase, Wprealistic slogan," and
so eliminates more confusion.

NOTE: The abow}e amendments have baen concurred in by the majority of the Poli-
tical Committee, which recommends that they be incorporated into the resolution. -~
EDITOR.
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ADDENDUM. TO MINORITY RESOLUT ION

The minority resolubion in July proposed that the vangvard in the oc-

“cupied countries oppnsc the incesscnt agitation and preparation of the De-

Gaullists for the Fourth Reprblic wish the ¢logzen of a workers (and peasants)
government of the working class bascd on workevs committees, factory commit-
tees and peasant commitvlees. -

However, revolutionary groups in France and Poland are today agitating
openly for the confiscation of the property of the capitalists and landlords
and the formation of a socialist government. The DeGamllist leaders of the
resistance movement in France base their sgitation to the masses onil) the
necessity of a De Gaullist goverpmont and 2) the necassity of a Sccialist Re-
public. - e :

Under the circumstances, tho vanguard agitates for the confiscation
on the day of national liberation of the private propersy of the landlords
and big capitalists and the constitution of a Socialist Republiic based upon
workers committeesg, factory committees and peasant committecs, or workers
councils which already exist in embryo and on the day of national literation
will almost automatically be formed over large arcas of Europe. Today in
Yugoslavia and other areas where the civil war is actuaily taxing place, v
the vanguard agitetes for the immcdiate confiscation of the private property
'of the big capitalists and landlords. : .

‘Jenuvary 17th - THE MINORITY
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. 6N CLASS CONSCICUSNESS.

The dispute with Juhnson on the national question hes in reality become 8 dispute

+ around the whole vast problem of the strategy and tactics of the revolutionary
movement, Iusteed of o .discussion on the concrete problems releted to the strug-
gle. for nctional liberation whick is now teking pluce in Europe, ond their rele-
tion to the sociclist revolutior, the prrty i3z now actually engcged in & discus=-
sion of questions whirh hed 1ong €0 bera cousidered settled in our movement, For
example, we now have %o discuss ta: picca o*_,»mﬂcr tic demrnds in the sociclist
plotform, the difference between 7l Suter- ran1lo~ of cgitttion end propogenda
slogans, -difference beineen TG inter-raictica béive:n bourgeovis demcerotic demands
and ‘slogans cnd- sceiziist ones, tha deu}CDﬂ‘ﬂt ond grovth of claess consciousness,
the' role ofithe party, eic., etc. Io mirny instencesz, e eve rédusdd to = point
vhere we have to stert &ll over egriu to det 1ne i 1s metrt by those terms in our
movement, Actuelly, whet is involved i3 the whole tneorv of- une permfnent revolu-
tion upon which our movem:nt is bresed,

One!' of the disputes oceurs ‘oveor the questlon of proleturlan cless consciousness.
not only as it affects the Europeua situatlon, but the question generelly, and
the role of the perty. In this cese, as in cthers), Juhnson's viewpoints, even
though frequently ‘implied rather than directly exprc< ly, are in conflict with ell
th¢ teachings of our movement, ' : - -
. [T v ] - '
"I siate unequivocully that excctlv the opposite is ‘the camse, thrt inesmuch as the
* proletariat, perticulsrly in France end Polend, now hes to teke upon itself the
" nationsl defense in plece of the benkrupt bourgeoisie, it is more class-conscious,
* it is ‘more socialistic, ond more determined thrn ever before in its history to
achieve the socirlist revclution,™ writes Jchnson in the October, 1945 “New Intere
national. s ~ L o Y
"Tn- Europesn proleta*iat in the oppressed countries is in proletarian revolt now."
e t
"It would be ‘o monument-l error to beiieve thet the proletsriat is not 1ncreasingly
conscious of its new posltion in the nction.™
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"Ss.ce that time. (szelingred ond, C'gablenca) the "French) proletarlat with the dog-
ged determination of the proletariat whenever it 'is undértoking independent action
has never for one single moment subordlnzted its proletarian demands to the strug-
- gle for netlonol emnncipatlon." .
"In Prland the proletariat 1s 'its own mrster’ already. ) T
(AWl the abqve from Jruuson resolution on’ the N uional Q.‘stion. M?u;‘mbre could
"‘be cited. ) s -

’

Thus, uecording to Johnson, the working class in Europe is today, without eny or-
ganizetions of its own, without a revolutionary perty at its heed, & class still
struggling for the reslization of a bourgeois democratic demend, i.e., national
liberation, - this vorking class is more cless conscious end soc1alistic then ever
‘before in its history. (Lest Johnson reise a howl, I believe that this bourgeois
democratic demcnd cen be fully reelized only s ¢ result of ¢ victorious proleteri-
an revolution. But I believe even more thet: it is necessary not only to hold this
viewpoint but to prove to the mosses that the proletarian revolution is the pre-
requisite for the realizstion of their dcmocratic desires end demends, To bring
obout this proof - for thet a revolutioncry mecss perty is needed. This is the nud
of the whole question,) Co 5
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According to Johnson, the very existence, the being of the proletariat determines
i{ts cless consciousness. When Johnson is sccused of this, and of not understand-
ing the role of the porty, he objects cnd points to & fow token statements thrown
into his resolution about the mneed for a party." These cre really ebstract
statements that heve no reelity to him. But his objections ere in vein. For

here comes & statement by one of his supporters who in very precise, unequivocal
words says exactly what we accuse Johnson of #nd shows what lies at the base of all
of Johnson's thinking on the subject of class consciousness end partye :
nIn cepitalist society it is impossible fo destroy the workers! sense of identity
as a classs They are not lost with the rest., = (emphesis mine-RC)

This is a rather cetegoricel end inflexible stetement to be mede by a fection

- which prides jtself for its mestery &nd expertness in, smong cther things, the

. dislectic method. Yet in this crude, unadorned stetement, Comrede Stone hes re=
. veeled just what is wrong with the Johnsonite point of view. :

If what is meant is thet under cepitelism the working class cennot be destroyed -
‘¢hat is one thing, and entirely correct. In that lies our hope for the aehive-
ment of the socielist gosl. But what is obviously in the mind of the writer is
that under capitalism the working .class cen ncver 10se its conscicusness &s &
eclass, its cless consciousness. Here we are deeling with an altogether d ifferent
phenomenon, which is not as simple as the first, end which moreover, is the very
‘problem which conf ronts the revclutionsry venguard perty et every turn.

Before examining the mean esnd significence of class consciousness, let us lock for
e moment at the "proof" offered by the exponents of the thecry thet "being deter-
mines conscicusness." They seek to prcve thet the werking cless in Eurcpe today
is .more cless ccnscious and socielistic then ever befcre by the fect that workers
in the cccupied countries are tcday perticipeting in strikes. Here there is
cleerly o confusion between methods end eims cf the struggle. The wourkers are

. struggling fcr nsticnel liberation. 4s.workers, they utilize prcletarian methods
of struggle - the strike weenmon. This, in itself, dces nct chenge the gcal of
the struggle frcm neticnal 1.oeraticn to sceielism. To bring sbout this change
is what the revcluticnary venguard hes yet before it as its task.

Class conscicusness is a very complicated thing. In the first place, as we heve
‘been taught frcm cur earliest days in the movement, it dces nct erise simultene-
cusly with the rise cf the werking cless itself, but ccmes upon the scene at a
much later dete. Seccndly, the capitalist prccess of prcduction dces nct in it-
self crente class ccnscicusness, but cnly crectes the conditions vhereby cless
conscicusness cen be bocught to the working class, nfrcm the cutside®, in the werd .
of Lenin. The very crgenization of ecpitaelism dces everything possible to keep

the workers frcm beccming class ccrscicus. It is usuclly mcre successful in im-
pcsing its becurgecis jdeclogy upcn the werkers then cre the sccialists in bring-.
ing their ideclcgy. The class struggle, end the existence cf classes, the
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IEERERAie-rroletarian included, were factors for a 1ong time before
Marx discovered them. It was this "outside" force, revolutionary Marxism,
which first instilled class consciousnoss into the minds of the working
‘class. L )

What constitutes class consciousness?

1) It is not individual consciousness that one is a worker but con-
sciousness that one is a. member of a class." - '

2) More than this, it means a recognltlon by the class of dlfferont
historical aims from .those of other clasSos. .
V 3) . It means tho understandlng of the relatlonshlo b«twcon‘one's own
class .to the other, classss in society. 1Ian this case, the working class
understands its. relationship to its own bourge01s1e, and its government.

-4) . It is not something which exists at all times and to the same
degree. Nor does the.class as a whole have the same degree of class con-
scious,.and not united at 2ll times. " As a matter of historical fact, the
workinz class {s distnited, split torn by conflicts during most.of its
exigtence. . : , A

5) The role of the revolutionany party is to create and raise the

clags consciousness of the working class. Wlthout the party, this task
cannot bé achleved. PR :

6) Class consciousness is measured by'tﬁé exlstence” gtrength and
programs of working class organizations - and not by the advanced stage of -
capitalism or by the decllnc of that- system. ' :

' In the abOVb, I have only reiterated shat has been given to us by the
outstanding teachers of the Marxlst movement - Lenin and Trotsky

In “"hat 1s to be Done? Lenin argues with the Econom1sts on the role
of the revolutionary party. WNriting of the strikes.of the 1890's in.
Russia, he ‘explains that they were only embryonic class struggles, simple
trade union struggles, but not yet sccial-democratic struggles. The work-
ers, though participating in econcmic struggles (for immediate needs)
were not yet class consciousness. To reach this stage, something more
than exploitatlon and suffering are neaded. Lenin then goes on to gener-
alize:; ' oo :

"Jeo said there could not yet be Social-Democratic consciousness among’
the workers. This consciousness could only be brought to them from without.
fhe history of all countries shows that the working class, exclusively by
its own effort, is able to develop ‘only trade union consciousness, i.e.,
it may itself realize the necessity for combining in unions, to fight
against the omployors and to strive to compel the governmont to pass ne-
cessary labor legislation, etc." o

Left to themselves, the massos can only come wrder the domlnation of
the ideology of the bourgeoisie. Therc is 0o third ideolegy cther than
socialist or bourgzois. _

- ¥The workers can acquire class political consciousnoss only from with-
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out that is, cnly outside the oconcmic struggle, outside of the sphero
of rolations botweon workers and cmployors. The sphere from which alone
it is pessiblc to obtain this kmowledge is the sphero of rclaticnships be-
tweon all classcs and the stato and the government - the sphoere of tho in-
tor rclations botween all classcs." (What-is to bo Dono?)

But; it will bo objocted, Lonin was here talking of tho "hackvaid"
Russian working class, cxisting in a badlwmard country, whero capitallst
relationships had not fully matured, otc. otc. v
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Yot sPeoking of the Gorman working class of 1932, a ciass vith
docades of organization and struggle bohind it, a class which was cn,
tho verge of takirg stato power on soveral occasions, and could have-
taken powor had thorc beon a rovolutionary leadorship, ‘a class operating
1ﬁ thc most advanced’ capitalism of Europc, Trotsky wrotoes '

TR AT

. ”Thc class, taken by itsolf is only matorial for explcitation.
The prolctariat assumgs.dn indcpendcnt rolc cnly at that romont ‘when from
& social class in its31f it becomes & political class for itself. This
- cannct take placo othorwise than through tho ‘medium of & party.  The party -
is that historical organ by means of which tho class becomos class con~ -
scious. To say that the ‘class stands highor, than the party! is to assert
that tho clasé &n the réw standb highiér than the class which is-6n the '

N AR
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tionary. Thore isn't tho slightest nced for this smug end shallow -
theory in ordor to, ostab11sh thc neccssity for a united front.

“The prograss of a class to'vo.rra class cnnsciousnﬂss, thot is, tho
building of a revolutionary party #hich leads the prolotariat is a com-
plox and contradictory process. Tho class itsclf is nct homogeneous. i
Its different sections arrive at class consciéusness by different paths -
end at differont timcs. The bourg001s1c participates sctively in this
process. Within the working class it creates its cm institutions, or
ptilizes those, alrcady axisting in order to oppose certain strata of
workers to cthors. Within the prolctariat several perties are active
at the same hime.' Therefore,, for the greater part of its historical
journey, it r,nains split polltically.,, (What cht?) :

L
:
=
L

.l', y .
. . -

Notc 'well these twc scntencos~,_” )

"The party is that historical organ by mcans of which the class
bccomos class censclouslt . ’ Y

[
i

"The progross of a\class toward cless consczousnoss thdi'is,'the
building of a revolutionary party which leads thﬁ prolotﬂriat,..;ffs."

In "Stratcgy of tho World Bovolution“ Trotsky explains thnt ‘in ‘the
period of caoltalist decline, the party is ‘all the more necessary. Dur~
ing the pericd of organic growth of copitalism, the subjective ‘factor
(the party) can remain.fully. suborolnatod to the objective factors. "But
as soon as the obgﬂct1vo prerequlsites Yoye ‘grom to naturity, the ‘key
to the whole historical process is handed to the subjcctivo“factor, tkat
is, the party and its reovolutionary lcadership. :

' Aod inaeod this is tho 1esson for rcvolutionists gince 1317. The-
key to the resolution of “the historical crisis of caplta}lsm lies with

o8

road to class’ cnnsciousnoss. ‘Not only is "this- incorroct but ‘it is” reac- :"-
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the revolutionary party. Without it, only onc failure after another faces
the working class. ,

"In the German revolution of 1918, in the Hungarian revolution of
1919, in the September action of the Italian proletariat in 1920, in the
German events of 1923, in the English gencral strike of 1926, in the Vien-
na uprising of 1927 and in the Chinese revcluticn of 1925-27 (and we
could add many more, Germany, France, Spain - and unless there is a revo- '
lutionary party and leadership in the coming struggles in Europe - RC)

- everyvhere, one and the same political ccntradiction of the past decads,
even if different in form and degree, was manifested. In an objectively
ripe revolutionary situvation, ripe not only with regard to the social
prerequisites but not infrequently also with regard to the mood for the
struggle of the masscs, the subjective factor, that is a revolutionary
mass party, vwas lacking or clsec this party lacked a far-sighted and
couragcous leadership." (Strategy of the World Revolution)

Alnmost every article penned by Trotsky in which he deals with the burning,
pressing problems of one pro-revolutionary situation after another, is
replete with emphasis on the nced for a party. This he has harmered into
our heads, or should have, so that in every wakeful moment we are aware
of the necd of building the revelutionary party - not merely as an exer-
cise, but because we know that without it we, and the working class,-are
dooned. : :

In "What Next" again we reads "The very need of the party originates in
the very fact that the proletariat is not born with the innate understand-
ing of its historical interests. The tasks of the party consists in learn-
ing, fron experience derived in the struggle, how to Acnonstrate tc the
proletarint its right tec leadershipn.®

These are scmc of the principles we have lcarned. If Jchnson thirks
differently, he should say so. Then his dispute is not only with us,
but with the fundamental principles of ocur movement.

Reva Craine
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LENIN'S ATTITUDE TOWARD DEMOCRACY IN THE IMPERIALIST EPOCH

His Polemic Against Johnson's Theoretical Forbears

The ancient Hebrew prophet who said, "There is nothing new under the
sun" was not quite corredt. Even people who repeat 0ld mistakes in new
-gituations manage to add new mistakes to the old ones. Thus with Brother
Johnson in the current dispute. But the rich tradition of a century of
Marxism gives us not only the exemples with which to confront these errors,
but it also furnishes us with prototypes of these errors committed in the
past . - -

The outbreak of the devastating world conflict in 1914 presented Yarx-
ism with a whole host of new problems. (1) It revealed capitalism in its
ripened stage, imperialism, unable to saolve problems except by the barbar-
iem of war and thereby signified that Socialism had moved to the head of
the agenda. (2) It also, simultanecously, rovealed the bearer of Socialism,
the proletariat, to be impotent, hurled back, divided into imperialist ar-
mies, and its organizations subverted to the use of the imperialist war
cAmps . :

Tho social patriots ri ™wsed to recognize these as new problems‘in the
epoch of imperialism. Thoy mochenically quoted darx on national wars and
national dofense from the cpoch ¢f the bourgcois revolution. ,

On the other extreme, a left sectarian tendency appearcd among the

. internationalist rarxists which sought to cancel out everything that had
been true bofore ths war under the cry that imperialism had ushcred in a
now opoch, that Socinlism was on the order of the day, that democratic de-
mands wero a hindranco, and that now everything had to bc formulated ancw -
to mcot the new situation.

’

. " Lenin stood head and shoulders above all his iHarxist contemporaries
of 1914~17 precisely bccause he knew what was sound and true in the "old
Marxist program and how to use it in solving the problems that werc truly

new. S

The loft sectarion against whom Lenin polemicized were, in the first
placc, mombers of his own party like Bukharin and Piatakov. In addition
there were groups likc the Polish Social Democracy (1left wing), among whom
was Radek, and the Dutch uarxist gfoup around Gorter. (Though he crossed
swords with Luxemburg over the national question, she does not properly fit
into the above category of left sectarian.)

Johnson follows todey in the tradition of the left soctarian of the
last war. His views are really an application of their concepts to the
' present war. There is no attempt here to insist that the positions are
identical. For one thing, that would be guite impossible, since they both
deal with different wars. Secondly, the stature as Morzists of Bukharin,
ot al, did not permit them to say so many contradictory things as are found
in Johnson's documents. T 'ir writings, more or less, have an internal con-
sistency and cohesion. Th-t is why they denled the importance of the na-
tional question nnd said sc. Johnson, on the other hand, denies its im-
portance and then makes it his moin politic=l slogan. One ¥mew the contents
of their bottle from 4te lobol. Johnson's stuff has many (and contradict-
ory) labels. That is why 1t is necessary to taste it, boil it, freecze it,
and submit it to even more involved onalysis before ascertaining the con-

tents. ©l0
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In this process we will find a review of Lenints dispute with the left
scctariens of the last war very helpful. Let us begin by quoting in full
the thesis of Bultharin since thoy typify tho left sectarian anyroacis

BUKHARIN'S THESIS ON TEE TASKS AND TACTICS OF THE PROLETARIAT

. (Presented to the Berne Confersnce of the Bolshavilz
Party in Fobruary 1915)

#1. The contemporancous epoch of imperinlist wars sets before
the proletariat of the advanced countrios the tnsk of recaliz-
ing its ultimate aim -- the transformation of the capitalist
socicty into a socialist socioty through seizure of political
power.

"2. Therefore the center of gravity of the prolatarian strug-
&le must shift from tha sphere of struggle in favor of gencral
democratic demands to the sphere of socialist domands of the
proletariat -- socinlist in the narrow sense of the word.,

"3, In view of the fact that the maturing of a socinlist '
overturn is o more cr less lengthy historic process, the pro-
letariat by no means repudiates the str 2zle for partial re-
form andtheir utilization. But thes: partiaol slngans mmst be
considered ot this histeric moment as a tactical approach to
the slogen of scizure of power and as o method of incrrasing
the revolutionary enirgy of the proletariat up to a resolute
clash betweon classes (civil war).

"4. It is the binding task of Sociol Demoeracy to oppose
(resolutely) the slogan of civil peace with the slogan of ci-
vil war -- breaking up of blocs, withdrawal fro: cabinets,
voting agninst budgets, the slogan 'war against war', ctc.

"5. On the other hand, social democratic slogans vhich ensue
from the concrete state of affairs rmst develap the aterial
content of the socinlist revelution and ropresent an cxpres-
sion cf the growing attempts on the part of the preletariat to
"eneroach arbitrarily on private ovnership" (fer instance,

the transfer of bourgecis military organizations, of cccnomic
life -- the brend mononcly, the distribution of labor, ctce ==
into the hands of the workers; the transfer of closcd enter-
priscs into the hands of the unemploycd; the organization of
public works, the confiscation of focd products end the organi-
zaticn of their distribution by labor organizotions, the aboli-
tlon of ront payments for workers, cte.)

"At the samo time it is nccessary to cupand these slo-
gans to their fuller oxtent, i.c., the slogon of scizure of
power, as a mecans for their realizotion.

M"e, In reply to the imperialist unificaticn ¢f the countrics
fron above, the proletarint rust advance the slogoan of a sc-
cialist unificaticn of ccuntries from below —- ropublicnn so=-
cinlist statos of Euwrcpe -- as a political-jurilical formula-
tion of the socialist overturn. Gl
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"7, fThe methods of the proletarian class struggle (of
the prolotariat) which tends to develop into civil war
against the bourgecisic must change by all means in the
.direction of mass actions outside of the parliaments,
actions which end in an open clash between the working
masses and their class cnemics."

(From "The Bolsheviks and the World War", Gankin and
Fisher, p. 187) '

o V0 g an oW O g = oo

Not bad, eh Brother Johnson? Pai‘ticularly the "Historical sweep" of
Bukharin. Almost something to envy. o , ,

- But the hard-hearted and ccld-hearted delegates to the Bolshevik con-
ference were neither stirred ncr impressed. '

n,..Bukharin, Krylenkc, and Rogmirovich formed really
an toppositicn!; but there was no unity among the
tthree', En route and in the People's House it be- .
came clear that the three had nc common point of view
and Comrade Bukharin vas very disappointed that no-
body wished to spport him.' (From E. Bosh's Memoirs,
one of the participants in the ccnference. ibid p.181)

: Referringk back to Bukharin's thesis over a yeer late‘r, Lenin said:

nA 1little more than a year has passed since this arising
tendency menifested itself before a few comrades,
namely, at the Berne Conference in the spring of

1915, At the time, fortunately, only one comrade

(N.I. Bukharin) -~ who met with general disapproval --
insisted upon these ideas of 'imperialist economism!

to the very end of the Conference and formulated

them in written form as spocial 'theses'. Ncboly
subscribed to these theses." (All emphasis in ori-
ginal, 1ibid p.229) ) , '

Please, Brother Johnson and Brethren Johnsonites, proceed' no further
but go back and re-read "Bukharin's Thesis" and tell us, from your position
and approach, what they contain that a Bolshevik would dissaprove of.

But Bukharin was not one to easily give up tho fight. He kept on work-
ing for his views following the conferenco until he won over two supporters
among the leading people -- Piatakov end Eugenic Bosh. The three of them
composed a new thesis, this time weaving Bukharin's old thesis around the
national gquestion. We give the following excerpts:

%The realm of foreign policy of contemporary ca-
pitalism is clésely bound up with the dominance
of finance capital, which cannot give up an im-
perialist policy without threatening its om ex-
istence. Therc:.re, it would be extremely utopi-
an to advance anti-imperialist demands in the
realm of foreign policy whilc preserving capital-
ist relations, The answer to the bourgeois im-

G2
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perialist pclicy rmst consist in a socialist
revoluticn of the prolctariat; Social Demnc-
racy rust not advance !'minirmn' demands in
the realm of present-day foreign nolicy."

(The left sectarian never wearies of repeating "The answer...must con-
sist in a socislist revolution..." - E.L.)

"It is therefore impossible to struggle against
the enslavement of nations othervwise than by
struggling against imperialism, ergo —— by
struggling against finance capital, =— crgo -~
against capitalism in general. Any deviation
from that road, any advancemcnt of !partiall
teks, of the tliberation cf naticns' within
the realm of capitalist civilization, means the
diverting of prcletorian forces from the actual
soluticn of the problem, and their fusion with
the forces of the correspcnding national bour-
geois groups.m

(A really classic and consistent statcément of left scctarian analysist
In contrast, Johnson is neithér classic nor ccnsistent, His sectarianism
is mixed with oppertunism and internal contradictions. Joknson argues si-
milarly that to liberatc France one rust struggle against German imperial-
ism, ergc, ogainst German capitalism, crgo, against tho capitalist class
which "spcaks a foreign toisuc", crgo, the proletariat strugslos against
"the crimecs and catastrophos of thirty yeare of capitalist society", crgo,
the "Furopcan proletariat in the oppressed countrics im in proletarian re-
volt ncw", crgo, they seek an W"ideal proletarian republict*, and - here is
where Johnson parts with ccnsistent scctarians and rcveals himself a rmd-
dle - erge "the vangunrd raises the slogan of national independence and
makes this the main pelitical slcgan of the day." -.E.L,)

"Tho slogan of tself-dcterminaticn cf netionts

is first of all utonion (it cannot be realizod

within tho linits of capitalism) and harmful as
a slogan which disserminates illusicas."”

(Here ycu have clarity that at least permits dobate in centrast with
Johnsents contradictions - E.L.)

"The deflection of the proletariatts attenticn to=
- ward tho settling of 'naticnal roblems! beccmes
extremely harmful, cspecially now, vhen the ques-
ticn of mebilizing the preletarian ferces on an
international scalc for their internaticnal acti-
vities, and for the overthrow of capitelism has
been raised in a practical mamner. The task of
Sccial Demccracy at the present time is a propa-.
genda of indifferencc with respect te the 'fa-
therland!, tc the 'aaticn', ote. which pre-sup-
poses the pesing of the question nct at all in -
Ipro-state! manncr (protests against a state
tdisintegration') dbut on the contrary, posing it
in a sharply xpressed revolutionary manner with
rcgard to ti.: stato povor and to the entire co-

italist systom."

‘2<
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(By an ingenious "logic" lkmowm only to himself, Johnson has avoided
coming to the same conclusion as his forbears. Johnson first wipes out the
"bourgeoisie in the occupied countries. They are 'non-existent'. The capi-
talist class is now composed of Germans. Nationnl hntred for the Germans
is progressive according to .Johnson. If the crpitalist class is composed
of Germans and one hates Geirucns, one is therefore, enti-copitelist. .The
more one hates, the more anti-capitalist one becomes. National hatred of
the Germons cannot subordinate the French woriers to the French bourgeois-
je.becovse Johnson has already rendered the latter !'non-existent!. Says -
Johnson: The barbarous slogans of bourgecis nationalism become merely an
outward shell for a new proletarian contest. Zvery intemsification of
chauvinistic sentiment against Germany has resulted, ns it must result, in
the increased development of the proletariat as an independent force in so-
ciety." -(p. 8, Johnson "amendment” ) By the same logic workers who hate
Jows because "they own too much" are also anti-capitalist. And the more
they hate Jews, the more is there an "increased development" of these work-
ers, by Johnson's reasoning. Little wonder that a speaker for his position
1 says, "Death to the Germans\" At this point we feel like epologizing to
 * ghosts of Bukharin and Piatakov for our temerity in linking Johmson to their
. ‘lineage.~ E.L.): : , :

" #WHence it follows that in no case, ond under
no circumstences will we support the govern-
ment of a Great Power which suppresses the up-
rising and revolt of the oppressed naotion;
neither will we mobilize the proletarian

- ' forces under the slogan, 'the right of nations

E . for self-determination'. Our task in this

- case is to mobilize the forces of the prole-
tariat of both nations (in common with others)
under the slogan of a civil, class war for so-
cielism and for a propaganda against a mobi-
lization of forces under the slogon, 'the right
of nations f:or self-determinationt."

(BEere me hove again the readiness of the sectarian to give an easy solu~
tion: "...mobilize the forces of the prolctariat of both notions". Sector-
ians somehow nlways think thot outlining our "task! or our "needs" or our
faim" solves the problem. But it reclly only gtates the problem. The real
question is; How? Johnson has many fine aims alsc. He doesn't want to
raise democratic demnnds, he wants to simply tnke them. He doesn't 7ant o
democratic intorval, he wents proletarian power immediately. Ee doesgﬁgt
want trode unions, he vwants Soviets. Fine, fine, Brothor Johnson, But we
want and what we cen reasonably expect to achiceve ore two diffcrent things.
fie write o manifesto or proclemetion to state to the workers "what we went" .
But we write a progrem and a rcsolution to state to the vanguard how to
fight for it ond how much to roasonably expect within what time. Jchinson
docs well on monifestos. But they should not be dirccted at the Party mem-
bers. - E.L.) ' .

Lest somc people think that they hod differences only with the "right
of national self-determination", Bukharin, Platakov, and Bosch proceeded
to cxprnd their thesis into a "fiftcon-Point Platform'. They ndded nothing
new. Agein they begin with the impcsing historical truth as point 1, that:
Mmperialism is the bourgecis policy of the epoch of finance cepital and is
inevitable so long as the bourgecisie is at the helm." 61 4
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In point 2 thoy proclain the necd of "g.ing beyond the limits of capi-
- talism" to overcome iipcrialisn. L . '

In point 3 they point out that tho war iéba'result of imperialism and
‘ that the struggle against the war must be expanded into "a struggle against
imperialism, against capitalism, and for socialism". o

Then follows points 4 and 5{
r4, Finance‘capitai.ﬁaé fully’prepared the basié_fof'SOcial revolution:

- a) By greatingdélqh an economic structure as con be conscipusly
organized by a.proletariat which has seized the power and has expropriated
~ the expropriators.* - ¢ - . ' . ‘ ~

B} By continunlly tossing the proletariat into the arena of world
struggle, by placing corstantly before it questions cf world policy in their
~entire scope, by abolishing thereby the naticnal-state, seclusion of the work-
ing class and revolutionizing the consciousness of the proletariat in an un-
. precedented manner. P L - :

. "5, Socialism, thus, out of e theorctical prognosis becomes the task
~of the epoch; a social revolution is placed on the order of the day of the
proletariat's concerted acticn.” ]

(Or as Johnson re-echoes thesec views today: "For the

“last twenty years the prolcotariat has been compelled
to participate cven if at times passively, in the in-
. tense international activity of the age. The climex
.. is tha war...The increasing crisis and ultimate break-
down of the bourgooisie rcsult in the increasing poli-
" tical independence of the prolctoriat and the politic-

al independence of the proletariat sets it on the

straight road to recognizing its objective unity in

the cxisting social disorder." Page 8, Johnson

famenément™.) : e .

And ogain re-cchoing his forbears: "This is the task of the hour, not
the preaching of a somewhat abstract and nccessarily thecrdtical socialism
as in 1938, but not,;when the bourgeois rcgime is bursting in cvery scan and
every worker i ejthor revelutionary ection or wishing to be, tc shew them
the connection between concrete solutions and their own. powor." —- Johnson
"amendment", page 2l. - . '

(How can it be, thinks.the left sectarian, that worksrs have been hurled
into the "world struggle®, into the "intenmse international activity of the
age", and not realize the nced. of international socinlism? Certainly, we
need but tell them this and they will understand ond ~ct,.. The old order is
nbursting ot every seam®, the workers must certainly realize this. There-
fore, we Brothren Sectarians, c¢ni safely assume and proclaim that "every
worker is either in rcvolutionary sction or wishing tc be". #A socinl revo-
lution is placed on the order of the day of the proletariat!s concertecd ac-
tion", Why should we mess.around with.demecrotic slogans based on the "na- .
tional-state seclusion® of the workingclass vhen it is being revoluticonized
"in an unprecedented manaer?" When the proletariat is already beginning to
recognize "its objective unity"? Why drag at the tail of the masses with
democratic slogans when it is Socinlism that tho masses want'? 6!5
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(Yeos, dear Brethron Sectarians, Socialism is very popular with European
workers, even after the fascist hell and the destruction cf workers orgeni-
gations. Thnt is why everyone from de Gaulle and Sforza, through the Catho-
lic Social Parties, to Eitler himseclf speak about some kind of "socinlisn®.
But vhat will bring the masses to the public squarc to demonstrate? "In Lyons

" it was %Against the deportationst® In Kilan it was "Free the Prisonersit
 ard "Proolom of speechA" In Naples it was "Ddwm with the King and the House
~ of Savoj%, These are all good slogans. We would have supportcd eovery one
of <>c2. fTo them we would have added slogans to further 1ift the stage of
stragel: aud the consciousness of the masses. In Lyons it would probably
havs voti BFor tho right of French labor to organizeé® In lMilan we would have
acdnd, ".rrest the Fascists and the koney-man bohind ther". In Naples it
would acve been "For the immediate right to vete and "Agoinkt ALG interfor-
ence in Ttaliun affairsi® = o I

: , (But is that all -we would say? Nc. That weuld be where we would cen=
centrate our agitaticn. In our leaflets and papers we would ezpand beyond
thé purcly democratic demands and raise transitional and purcly Socialist |

‘demands. But today, the latter would consciously affect only small groups.

. Prom these we would try to reeruit and build the vanguard. = E.L.)

' Cwdokkkokiekk C '

: . Piatakov further bolstercd the thosis,anh‘the platforn of the "Three"

by writing en article to ‘expound the varicus points. This proved this much
for Lonin. BHe answered with a cutting reply to Piataldv specifically, and

the Left Sectarians gencrally, and wrote vhat should be required reading

today for every Johnscnite on the subject of democracy in the epoch of im-

perialism and proletarian revolution. Ve presecnt these' excerpts.

. TIPS

Lenints Raply to P. Kievsly (Piatakov) =~ ,

‘ "Some the war tramples upon and breaks and othors
it hardens and enlightens -- os does any crisis in humon
life or in the history of peoples. ' T

~ ®7his is truc of the sccial democratic reasoning -
about the war and in conncction with the war. It is °
cne thing tc ponder over the reasons and the signifi-
cance of the imperialist war — on the basis of "highly
develcped capitalism -- over the problems cf the tac-
tics of Scciel Democracy in connecticn with the war,
over the causcs of the crisis of the Sccial Derccracy, .
* and 8~ forth; but it is an cntirely different thing to '
permit the war to sunpress cne's thinking, cr to stop
reaséning and analyzing under the gffcet of the her-
rible impressicns, the painful crnscquences, or the na-
_ ture of the war. ‘ ' : B

_ "The scornful attitude of timperialist eccncidsnt
toward democracy ccnstitutcs one of these ferms of de-
prossica, or suppression, of human rgascning by the war,

P. Kiovsky doos not notice that this-deprossed feeling,
this intimidation, the abandcnment of analysis because

¢f the war, passcs like a scarlct thread through his

entire reasoning..... 6o
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WP, Kievsky becomes very angry when it is pointed
out that he has permitted himself to be intimidated,
to be made captive, so that he even repudiates democ-
racy in general. He frets and retorts: I am not at all
azainst democracy, but merely against one democratic de-
mend, which I consider 'bad!.: But, however P. Kievsly
frets, however he 'tries to convince' us (and perhaps al-
80 himself) that he is:not at all 'egainst! democracy,
his reasoning or, more truly, his contlnuous errors -in
reasoning prove the contrary..

, "Imperialism is highly deVeloped canit lism, Im~
perialism is progressive. Imperialism is a repudiation
of democracy; 'hc ce', democracy is' timpracticable! un-
der capitalism. The 1mperiallst war is a clamorous
violation of every democracy, alike in backward monmar-
chies and in advanced republics, 'hence! there ig no
use talking about the 'rightd! (i.e., about. democracytitl).
'Only! socialism can be 'opposed! to the imperialist
war; a way out’ can'be found tonly' in socialism; 'hence!,
it is a deception, an {11usion, 'on -obscuring, a post-
ponement, etc., of the slogan of the socialist overturn,
if we advance democratic slogans in the mlnlmum program,
i.e., under capztalism

WPhis is the real source of all P. Kievslky!s mis-
adventures, although he does not recognize it as such.
Here lics his basic crror in logic, which, bacause it
is basic and is not not perceived by the author, 'explodes!
at svery step like a rotten bicycle tiro, 'springs up!
cither in the question of decfense of the fethorland,
the question of divorce, or in thc phrase about 'rights':
'We shall NOT speal of rights, but of the destruction of
sccular slavery! -+ a phrasc so superb just-becausc of
its profound disdain for 'rights! and its profound 1ack
of understanding of this matter." ,

(Lenin has in mind at this point one of the :
concluding paragraphs of Kiavsky's o article, . :
~which says: "It is not a matter of pro-
claiming frcedom of thc people, bub o.matw-

ter of establishzng truly frece relhrtions,

of abolish’ g all slcovery, of abolishing
social OerbSSIOn in geénernl mnd national
opprossion 1n partlcular.")

‘"o repeat this phraso revbals a 1ack of undor-
standing of theg- rclntionshla between cepitalism and
democracy, betwecn s001ﬂlism and democracy.

"Cap1ta11sm in generrl imperlallsm in partlcular
t ransforms democrocy into'an illusion ~- and at the same
time capitalism gon=ratcs democrat ic tondencies among
the masscs,. creates democratic institutions, accentu-
ates the antagonism betwesan irperialisn, which repudi—
ates democfacy, and tho masses which strive toward do-
mocracy. Capitalism and imperianlism cannot be over-

©!7
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thrown through any reforms -- not even tho rosttidenl
reforis ~— but only through an economic overturn. But
the proletariat whrich has. not bcen educated in a strug-
gle for democracy is incnpeble of accomplishing an
economic overturn., Capitalisa cannot be defeated
without a seigure of banks, without abolishing pri-
vate ownership of the means of production., These revo-
lut ionary meesures, however, camot be realized with-
out the organization by the ontire people of a demo= " -
cratic administration of the means of production

which -have been confiscated from the bourgecisie, with- .
out. attracting the entire mass of the working peoplo —-
the proletarisns, the semi-proletarians, and the petty
peasants -~ to a democratic organization of their ranks,
their forces, their participetion in the state govern-
ment. The imperialist war is, we may say, & threc~-fold
- repudietion of democracy:. o :

(2) ‘every war replaces 'rights! with violence;
(b) imperialism as such is a repudiation of
. ‘democracy’ : . . '
" (e) the imperialist war completely cradicates
dif fercnces between republics and -répub-
_ licans; ° ' .
but thehwalening and the growth of the socialist in-
surrection ageinst dimperialism are inseparably =
bound up with the growth of democratic’ opposition
eand revolt. Socialisu lsads toward the dying off
of ocvery state, conscquently of every democracy;
- but socialisn cannot be realized except through
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which com-
bines force agair~% the bourgeoisie -~ the minor-
ity of the population -- and a coriplete development
of dcmoecracy —~ o really general participation,
with equal rights, of the entire mass of the popu-
lation in all the state affairs and in all compli-
cated problems of -liquidating capitalism. ‘

"p. Kicvsly became entangled in-these 'con-
tradictions! by forgetting the larxian doctrine
concerning democracy. The war, speaking figur-
atively, has depressed his thinking to such’'an ex-
tont that he has replaced all rezsoning with the
agitational c11; 'get out of imperialism! —-
in the seme manner as an cconoric and political
anelysis of tho real moaning of 'withdrawal! of
civilized peoples !'from the colornies' is being
replaced with the call tget out of the colonies!.
(This refers to Kiovsky's theory that "self-de-
tormination" is inappliccble to the colonies '
but that the "negative" demand of "Get out of
the coloniest"™ is applicable. Sce Vol. XIX,
Collected Works of Lenin, p. 253 - E.L.)

68
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"Phe Marxian solution of the question of democracy
consists in the utilization against the bourgeoisio of
all democratic institutions and tendencies by the entire
proletariat, a pioletariat vhich leads its class strug-
gle with a view to.preparing for its victory oyer the
bourgeoisic and thé overthrow of the latter.,... '

"Ge must procecd toward a socialist and consis-.
tently democratic organization of the proletariat
against the bourgeoisie and against opportunism
through the utilization of bourgeois demoeracy. There

" 4s no other path... A different 'way out' is not a way
out. Marxism Jmows no other way. out, just as real
1ife ¥mows none. .We must include in this policy free
secession and free union among nztions, rather than.
brush them aside or fear that their inclusion might
150il! the 'purely! economic tasks." L

How Lenin tall-ended the massos in 19161 Bourgeois democracy? Hor-
orst But even worse horrors for the Johnsonites, with theif formal logic,
must it be to remember that the October Revolution was fought on the slogan
that "0Only the Soviet Power will gonvone the Constituent Assemblyl®" Or to
remember that the very first illegal act of the Petrograd Sovist on the
right of the insurrection was to order the troops to remove the government
seals from the closed prémises of. "Pravda" in the mame of "Freedonm of the
Pressi® : : :

In addition to the above quoted article in answer to Piatakov, Lenin
wrote an article to specif cally answWer Bukharin, . Among other things he

© sald the following:

IENIN'S REPLY T0 BUKHARIN °

®1t is absolutely necessary to warn these comrades

ezein and agein that they have slipped into a swaspi that
their 'ideas' have nothing in common either with _Marxism
or revolutionary gocinl dcmocracy. This matter cannot be

- ¥ept 'under-cover' any longer, for that would mean con-
tributing to the ideological confusion and guiding it

in the worst possible direction, namely, toward ambigu-
ities, 'private' coaflicts, perpetual !frictions!, etc.
On the contrary, it is our duty to insist absolutely and
categorically, that this must be thought over and thet
the questions raised rmst be thoroughly analyzed, ...

]

"Phe author of‘the 1915 theses. thinks that the
editorial board of !Social Democrat! lapsed into a
contradiction when it advanced 'the expropriation of
banks'! cven with the additiorn of the word !immedi-

“diately' (plus 'dictatorial measures!) in Section 8

('The Concrete Tasks'). !But how I was scolded for

-this very same thing at Berncl! the author of the

1915 theses cxcloims indignantly, recalling thc Berne
disputcs in the spring of 1915. A ‘9
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"The author forgot and overlooked a '4rifle!,
norely, that thebditorianl board of tSocisl Denoc-
rat! in Section 8 had analyzci clearly two alterna-
tivesty The first - the social revolution has al-
ready begun, in which case' an imrediate expropri-
ation of btanks! is neccessary, and 8o forth.  The
socond alternstive ~— the socialist revolution has
not begun, in which case we should postpone speaking
of these nice things.

"Since at present it is a fact that the so-
cialist revolutmn in the designated sense has not
yet begun,_ the prceram of the Dutch is absurd. The
euthor of the theses, however, Ydcepens! this mat- -
ter by returning to his-old error of ‘turning the -
political dcmands (such as 'abolition of the first:
chamber'? into a 'political. formulation of a so-
cial revolution.!

o "Aft,er marl'ing tme for a year the author ro-

- turned to.his old mistskc. Hero is & 'ch:.ef reasont

of his nisadventurc- he cannot solve the prodlem =

how to co;xnoct ir:roer:.alism with the strug,glc for =~ " °
reforms and with the struggle for democracy ~- ex- - -
" actly as 'economism', of blesscd’ ncmory, failed to

connect capitalism with the strugglo for dormocracy.

: "Henco there is conoloto confusion in the ques-
tion of the !'irpracticability' of the democratic de-
rmands under inperialism. ‘

"Hence there is an ignormg now, as usual of
the political struggle, an ignoring which is irper-"
missable for o Marxist (and appropriate only in the | |
nouth of an ‘econornst' , & Rabochaia iysl-part 1san.) S

"I—'ence a porsistcnt troit of 'wandermg' fro“
the recog*utmn of imperialisia to an apology. for
impérialisn (as the 'economists,! blessed be their
ncmory, 'wandered' fronm tlh recogﬂitlon of capital-
ism to an apology for cap 1ta115.1) vtCn etc.

NIt is inpos.)a.ble to ang lyzo in every ‘detail -
the mstakes of the author of the 1915 thesis in
his remarks to.the theses of thq’ochtorial ‘board of
Sotsial-Denokrat on self-determination, for every
phrase is incorrcctt After 211, it is impossible
to write wholc booksor pamphlets in reply to mere
t remarks! — if the initiators of Vimperialist eoco-
nomisnt have been marking, time for a whole ycar
stubbornly rcfusmg ‘to concern themsclves with what
constitutes their direct duty toward the party so
" long as they:wish to take politicgl questions seri~ '
ously, nanoly, giving us’a viell-thought-out and complete
exposition of vhat thoy call "our dissensionss... " &‘2_

- ] R o
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®There is the same 'economist! unwillingness
to se> and pose political questions. Since social-
ism will create an economic basis for the abolition
of national oppression in polities, our author
therofore, doas not wish to forrmlate our solitical
taske in this r =lmt This is simply laughableif....

fThe nuthor who has been thus corncred !leeps!
agein; now he accepts the republic ~nd the entire
minirmm program merely as the ‘politicel formulation
of a social revolution! Litt¥,.....

"The error of Kautslkyism is that it turns
corrcct democratic demands back toward peaceful
capitalism ond not forward toward social revolut ion
(whereas the author wanders over into the belief
that such demands are incorrect.)" -

- S we s w> M e

. In conclusion, we wish to impress upon all the comrades, but parti-
cularly upon those who have beon attracted by Johnson's (red). flag~waving
and revolutionary phrase-~mongering, that an attempt to understand and master
the difficult questions .raised by the European events without a study of
the writings of the great liarxists of the past upon similar questions is as
foolhardy as a navigator ontering strange waters while ignoring the charts
and maps of those who have sailed before him. Worlkers, who are active in
‘party work, may find it difficult to do the serious studying rsquired by
these questions. If they lack the time to read everything pertaining to
the problems at hand, they should at least read what is most pertinent.
For their guidance, the following 'suggested material will prove of great
value in the current dispute: '

I. Marxism andthe Fetional Qizestion:'

1. Lenin =- "The Discussion on Self-Determination Summed Up"
(Vol. XIX, page 267-310, Col. Works) -

2. Lenin —— "The Socialist Revolution and the Right of Hations
to Self-Determinntion" (Theses) (ibid, p.47-60)
3. Lenin —- "The Pamphlet by Junius® (ibid. p. 199-213)

nOn the Party Programme" (340-345 and 364-367,
Vol. VII, Sel. Viorks)
5. Lenin —- "Theses on National and Colonial Question" adopted
by Second Congress of the Communist International
(In German only) "Uver das Selbstbest irmungsrecht
der Nationen". (Band XVII, S. 539-602, Santliche
Werke) :
7. BRadek, et a1 -- "The Polish Social Democrats and the Right
of Self-Determination" Theses of Editorial Board
of 'Gazeta Robotniczal'. ("Bolsheviks and the
World War! by Fischer and Gankin, page 507-518)
(This is position of revolutionary opponents of
self-determination). 62
|

4, Lenin -

6. Lenin -
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11. Lcniniem ve. Left Seosarianism:

-

1. Lenin -- "4 Caricature -f Marxiem (Vcl. X1X, Pare 214-263,
: ccl’, wcrks)
(This shculd be requricd repdine fer all ycunr
ccmrades imprcssced by Jrhns'n's rhctcric).

2: Lenin -- "Reply tc Kievsky" (*Bclshcviks and Wcrld Wart,
_ ' : ‘Fisgher and Gankin, pa~ce 233~
238 :

3, Lenin =~ "The Nasccnt Tend:ncyicf 'Impcrialist Eccncmism'™®
' : : (ibid, paces 228-336)

4, Lenin -- "Lcft Win-~ Ccwaunism: sn Infontile Discrder
(pemphlet)

'111. On'R¢vr1uticnary Stratc~y in Fascist Ccuntrics:

1. Trcteky —- "Fascism snd Demccracy" (New intcrnatirnai, July
. o . : “TT 1943

3. Prcaram cf the 4th Internaticnal -- pa~es 42-45(Fcund. Conf.)
:1V. On ghe Slcean cf 2 Stciélist U.S. cf'Eufibe; ) '
, l.lTrrtSKX --""3rd Intcrnati-nal after Lenin! (pa~cs 10-17)

V. Marxist Tactics aftcT thc Roveluticn hss Befun (Especiall s
cn the Fermatirn cf Scvicte): . ' '

- R . ’ 9 . )
1. Rescluticn ¢f C.I., 3nd Ocnoress —- "fhen and Und 'r What
: Cenditions Scviets cf Vicrkers Dcputies Shculd
bc Formedt

o o o , | : ,
"2, Lenin 2.~ MLettors frem afart - (Vel. XX, paces 19-88)

T 3. Trctskz —= "The 3rd Intcrnafiénal after Lonin® (paﬁ@BZG&QQOSf
4, Tr-tsky -- "Germany: Whet Noxt?™ (pa~cs 91-99)

5. Trrtsky -- "Spanish Revcluticn in Dan~cr" (p-~es 43-44,4B-56.

6. Trctsky -- "Whither France?" (paocs 153-155)
m. Prreran cf the 4th Internatirnal - (pa~cs 39-40, Fcundine
‘ Cenf.)
E. Lund

C 622
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R ~ "Tre.e is the same 'economist' unwillingnesstosee and pese
pelitical questions, Since socialism will create an ecopomic - -
basis for the abolition of nationsl eppressim in politics, our

. auther,therefore, doesnot wish to formulate our peliticel
tasks in thisrealm{™ o T

“=~= mIh6 -author who has been thigkoornered 'lesps' againj now

" he accepts the republic and the entire minimum program merely —
as the 'political formulation of a socisl revolution! $33I" eeces

"The error of nautskyism is that it turns correct democratio
" demands back toward pesceful capitelism and not forwerd toward soeisl
. revolution (whereas the author wanders over into ,the belief that
- such demandsare:incorrect.)" ' T .

I/

In conclusicn,,we wish to impress upon ell the comrades, but particularly
upon those who have been atiracted by Johnson's (red) flag-waving &nd revoluticn-
ary phrase~mongering, that an attempt to understend and msster the difficult
questions raised by the FEuropean events without a study of the vwritings of the
great Morxists of the'past upoh similsr questions is as fool-hordy as a navi-
gator entering strenge waters while ignoring strange waters while. ignoring *
the charts end maps of those who have sailed before him. Workers, who are
active in ‘perty work, mey find it difficult to do the serious studying re-
~ quired by these questions, If they lack the time to read. everything pertaining

to the problems at hand, they should at;lesst read whet is most pertinent. -~
For their guidance, the followinmg suggested material will prove of great
value in the current dispute:. C C. _

I. Merxism &and the Nétibnai Qnesfion: ne

1. Lenin -~ "The Discussien on Self-Determingtion Summed Up" .
(Vol. XIX , page 267-310, Coles Works) T
- - 2y "Lenin -~ "Tue Socialist Revplution emd the Right of Nations to
h Self-Determination" (Theses) (ibid, p.42«60)- =~
3. Lenin -- "The Pcmphlet by Junius™ (ibid,p.:199-213)

4. Lenin -- "On the Party Progremme" (
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"WORKERS POWERM

How Super~radicalism Whitewashes De Gaulle -
T by Ben Hall |

Will some supporter of the Johnson reselution please explain,
more or less in detail, where he differs with the Cannonites on the
National Question. . In particular, what is your criticism ¢f any of
the article by Felix Morrow in the recember 1942 iseue of the Fourth
International. . : A

In his article ‘in the October 1943 issue ‘of the NI, Jchnsen
takes a backhanded slap at the Cannonites. You see, they refuse te
raise the slogan of "National Liberation®. This is "crazy and fit-
tingly doomed" saye he and goes on to exclaim:

"In- the.whole wide world only the Cannonites think otherwise
and but for their confusion on the subject I would not have thought
it pessible that such people could exist. There is no contradicticn
between thé &truggle for the power of the workers and the slogan
. of national’liberation as the main agitatlonal alogan u

Johrison can't get away with this. . The error .of the Cannonites
consists NOT in seeing a CONTRADICTION tetween'workere power" and
national liberation but in IDENTIFYING the struggle for national
liberation with the struggle for workers power. National oppression
they maintain has had no effect on the class struggle except to in-
tensify it and. precisely because of this they see no need for any
new slogan. The Oannonltes are only more con31otent Johnsonltes.

Johnson holds a p081t10n identloal to that of the Cannenites in
every major Tespect. . Like them, he identifies-the national liber-
ation and the socialist struggles. True, as a concession to reality
he favors the slogan-"For National Literation". But hie whole anal-
-yeis of the role of the natiord freedom mavement and of demcuratic
slogans in general is -in flat conradiction .to his slogan. Why he
chooses "National Liberation" as his slogan and not "Socialist Lib-
eration" or at least "Proletarian Liberation®" from the foreign cpp-
ressdr- is something which:he’ will have to éxplain to Merrow,

: Natlonalxsm- the  form of ﬁ0¢ialiém'
Johnson SaYs-'“‘ : R

... the slogan of national’ 1ndepend€noe one hundred years ago
was raised by the bourgecisie on the basis of the struggle for the
bourgeois democratio- regime, today- the banner of national independ-
ence is raiscd by the proletariat on- the ba81s of the- advanclng pro-
letarlan revolution. ! (resolvip.7) )

And elsewhere: (Oct. 1943 NI)

"In 1942...the fully matured French proletariat takes upnn
iteelf the liberation of France leading the nation. But this is
‘all on the basis of the adVancmng proletarian revolution and the
struggle for werkers power. Theu}is nntblng bourgec1s about it at
all, nothing."
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:"i_ ,g;ear1y. That is the kind of strugele we WANT and seek to obtain.

-2
"A movement of the "fully mature preletariat", with "nothing
hourgeois ghout. it!", which'is fer the prolctarian revolution and
workers power....what is that but the mog? simple =2nd concise def-
inition Qf;the-revolutionary,socialist movement, ;

- :;_This,same;ideaxis ekpreSSéd in a more forthright manner By
+G+ Tobin.in the-bulletin (9-43; p4); '

- "In short«the;national:struggle today is a new siruggle com-
pared with that of a century ago; it has a ncw class content; it
resembles the old natiomd strugegles wnly in form, .in appearance.

- .~«-The struggle for natidnal fretdom tcaay is nothing elee but the
. form at present ascumed by the strueple for workers power in the
oppressed countries, . The national struggle has this objective
character regardless of the idcads in the minds of thc masses.™

Yes. objectively a ctruggle for genuine hationalyffeedom leads

- to socialism, IF carried out consistently, uncompromisingly, and

" 'In this same sense ALL the strupgles of ALL eppreseged peoples lead
to -socialism from the most glementary strike for 54 per hour to the
~8truggle of Negroes for equality. ) ' : : :

R ”Unfortunately;.for'sectarian dreamers, howszver, in addition to
."the consistent, etc.etc, strugzle, the inconsistent, unclear, vac-
~.,illation, compromising strugele is also possible. That is what we

. .are faced with NOW. “Thc "objective character of the struggle is
.. not yet "in the minds of thc masses", o

And if this objective (i.e. socizliagt) character of the nat-
ional movement is not yet"in the minds of the macsas! then what
-18 thc nature of themoviment that exists in thelr "minds", Isn't
1t these masses, wi'th thzise "mindg* {i,¢. ideclogy, principles,
programs, etc. etc.) who actually fight TODAY for naticnal freedom.
The socialist character of the strugglc is derived froa the "minds
Of the Johnmonites®. Its real character is derivcd more directly
from those who carry on the actual struegle, - o

The Johnsonites have simply attached a new lsbel to the scc-
laliet movement. Their resolution should be cntitles; "Why the rev-
olutionary socialist movement mugt change its name to the national

liberation movement.!"

The NC has vregented a resclution on the relationship BETWEEN
- the national liberation movement and the rovolutionary socialist
movement. Johnson has written one to show that this is unnccessary
because the nstional liberation mevement IS the revolutionary soc-
ialist movement. > . ‘

Whet is in Digoute

According to Johneon, the national liberstion movement, the
preeent FORM of the revolutionary soocialiet movement, will conduct
a direct, irtfconcilably struggle against oavitalism and for work—
€rs power. Victory is not guaranteed but d:fcat or viotory hinges
first of all on the MILITARY factor of American Imverialigm.
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o Accordlng*to thc NG rusolation, there are not one but two

,.poselble roads of "dévelopment. The national liberation movement
“may c¢ontinue’ 1n alllance w1th bourgenis democrats, reformists,
Stslinists, and ‘*d=hocratic imperialicte in which case it runs
the risk of degenerating into g disciplined -tcol of imperialism
. OR,. it may ' go %orward to .a eplit with the bourgcoisie, native and
g forelgn and take the road to 3001allsm and morkcrs power.

: s,Accordlng o’ the’ NC the suocens of our efforts to turn the
liberation movement into the struggle for wor&ere power is prim-
.arily a POLITICAL question involving all the re: tlons betwecen
. the. proletarlat, the bourgéomsmé avd'thalr‘ugeﬁts.hﬂ o ad th ro-

LT e . .
SR The NC- resolutlon dgvotes itself to the qu\stions of HOW to
place -the- proletarl t in.a position of real class independence and
therefore at the head 'of the national movenent. :

Johnson, how~v\r, has no nced for such a resolution. Accord-
- ing to him, this task 1s already- accowpllsngd His resolution is
an attempt: to-proVe thet fact. ‘

! v A11¢thc apoarent absurdltles An. Johnson‘s resolutlon are. not
. merelyvabsurdlties. ’What is 80 utterly condemning about them is
the-fact that they aré absolutely necessary-to his whole thcsis.
His whole positlon can be dcfended and supported only by. the dev-
elopment of a serics of. alstortxons of fact and of hlstory. ”That
,:in itsélf annlhllatcs At L . D

AN I W1éh to devote mysulf to only onu of the many absurdltles

~w in:the Johngon resolutlonuﬂ 1. -take that which appears most "reason-
able" .and thersfore most dﬂccptlve, hlB utlllzatlon of the slogan
~;"Workers rower" ¥ o . ror -

Y : R

The hain Enemy

e J "It [the- Europe h préle%@?iatle‘BuH.ﬁ is unified by thc cen-—
tralization ¢f Europcéan eéapital which makes the MAIN ENEKY IN EVERY
EUROPEAN COUNTRY TPE FASGIDT RLGImm IN GLRmANY" (my emphasxe . BY

p5 J rrcsblutlon) e AT R o

s Lnd later' "And today in thc occupled countrles actlon means

the - struggle for ‘the expulsion of the GERMAN OPPRESSOR, i.e., the

ex1st1ng capitalist c)ass." (my cmphn91s- p16) .

: ~-Is: that-clear enough? The MAIN enemy of the European maeses
is the FOREIGN oppreseor. That is what makes a resolution’ on the

national qucstion netessary. But Johneon's resolution is an-attempt
; to prove that his important fact notionly. docs not cntcr 2g & REW

-+ difficulty or enta;i .any.new metheds in-our approach to the masscs
- but that.on-the- contrary it facilitates the olaes gruggle and makes
even clesrer- ‘than ‘ever. beforv to-the masses the need for an immed-
iate struggle for wérkers power and SOGlalle. .

v Johneon trics. td’ldcntlfy the forcgln op-?essof with the bour~
s g00151e in peneral ("1 ¢. the 0X1Bt1HE oapltallst claqs") in erdexr
+ to cuvcrup the fact that sectionsof thc native’ bourg001sle at home
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and in exile are also against ‘the fore;gn ooprcssor, for their CWn
Teasons and conscqucntly aTe able to masqugraﬂc as allles of the
people in' thelr-fight apainst national. .oppression. That is why the
natlonal qucstion blurs OVCT the class Btruggle.

The "democratic" impcrlalxst camp is .also against the German
"oppressor". _.And preciscly because the HAIN ememy IS the foreien
oppressor the native bourgeois democrats and the Allied 1mper1a1~
ists are able. to. put over their sv;ndle that they are allies in the
fight for freedom and democraoy.h qv;vd4,~-

That is why De Gaullc and others of the same strlpc can exer-
cisecise great influence over the undcrground movement. .That is
why the Italian people hail the apcroaoh of Allied Boldlurs.' That
~is why -the underground press ‘can talk of. the- 11berat1ng allled arm-
ies. Or is' all this merely bourg601s propaganda? :

-

. Democratic, Assets

AlIen, a Johnson’ sunporter, says: (Bulletln 12 43, p2)

"It is or .aught -to be ‘g€ evldmnt that the possessmon by the
workers of dnmocratic rights and’ of‘natlonal.frecdom cani’ ke great
‘assets in the struggle. for WOtkingclass powcre ‘That should not be
of disputc; among us." NI T o pen s TR e

..‘.-'u'-\ . L
s ~ rx Soa

How begrudging an admlssion. Notice: these rights "can bet

~assets. Not ARE but "can be", And further:.These ocan bBEM . assets

- for the stru;gle for power.: But are. they nat and ‘fean'" they ‘not be-

 assets in the, struggle of :thd masses for theiT. 1mmed1ate needs even
~ though thelr struzgle still fells Fhort of the. strubgle for powe T?

Allen herc is concerned with IDENTIFYING the stru;gle for dem~
ocratic rights with the struggle for power. .

. _..,.,,,
‘ .,-,,‘_’

; At any rete Allen gTants; thouch 1n a mlserly fashion, that
democratlc r1~hts are "assbts"" And thls ‘is not of dlspute“
And what i¥ 80 clear to Allen most certainly is even.now.-"gelf-
evident" to those revolutionary fizhters now tryine- to ovcr%rrow a
dictatorlal rcglme of national cpprcssxon.: The- most advanced sect-

.....

for workers pOWET . , ) o
- But NOW, the Roosevelts, Churchllls, qnd De.Gaulles and othcrs
of the same- strlpe spread the: LIE! that they to0. eres fighting. to 4 <

i

gain these same. "ﬁssetsﬁ for the masscs of Europe.-”?‘-;xviﬁt

~, These bourgoois 1mncr1alists scek to and do APPEAR 48 allles -
"0of the masses in thc .struggle for dC%OCT%th sTights. It ‘is this
2lliasnce that gives .the movement for‘natxonal Tiveration' “the ‘stamp
of peoples frontism, not of the revolutlonary struggle for power,

L r;:',,?x‘;'.s~

The democratic oretenstions of thb 1mp&rlallsts nnd thc natlve
. bourgzeois 4 moorats are.a fraud: - They. hold,out illusory promises
of democracy and freedom .in ordér to rdin the supoort of the masses
for thelr lmpcrlalist war, to restrain the pcoples fron g01na too

B ..('. . . ‘Oﬂ""?' Jq "_ * »."(‘T V
P VR IS S Tt A S \'.cu.:x..d S ovribosiog.
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far, and to kecep them qulcsocnt until thc base for a firm, orlorly
bourre01s rec1me 13 eetabllsh d :in thc now odcuvniad ttTIltOTlF
~énu1ne Btrup cle for d- mocratlc rlﬂhts v111 brins tho masecs
into confllct with their %agllies’. Zhsz prlﬂb toisk of’the revolution-
-ATYy; vangudid’ leth'tne npc;onﬂl movcmunc is to” expose the hypocrit-
“ical. chs"ﬂcter-of'thi demouxﬂtlu slogenme of ‘the- buurceoisie, “to

19ad the- YIOJ”tq"ﬂﬂt t0"a couo,et?orca‘ with its Uocuﬂo-a111 and
33 to estab_-sh in fact the indpendsnee of, the .workins clags, .No such
~task exisis for uOthOH bowcvounhgr the p:OluulZL“t ig-already in-

dependewt and is-at -the Héad of the nation. How the proletariazt can
be at the head of the n~t1on and .still under tbe infldence of De

e Gaulle is. fUL hlm to*exp qln%n T ST S

g SOQL&llsm e .
s s N . HH : .

o Johnson nnd hls supporters refer conetantly to the uﬁ1V81891
prevalence of ”9001allst"_1dees gnd proqrams. accordlnv to® Allen'

‘e

EI e .

. - "The stamn of” Work ng clasq or 8001a113t pressure i§ now being
placed on the programs of nea®ly all movements, bour rEeois or work-
‘:inz class. Petaln, anal---—al1 of. thex: must speak of“'socxallsm'"
SEoRR But wbx do they 111 spgak of,soclallsm? Recomizinr~ the soc-
ialistlc ‘tendenéies - of the Vior lwng clasg. they g%y we aré gll for
gocialisz now., That™ igy “if “Lhé wor xcLs ‘want Souxalls they can zet
i it in allience with this or .that BO”?G;JTU camp: *"'They aim at des-—
»itroying -the .olass: 1ndvp;ndem;c;of the proiesariat. - They are for
V"Boplallsm" a- thousand tiﬂcs,ﬂldpy, only the proletquat nust string
along Vnth its class eneﬂy. Vﬁ;__w_z,f : '-\“- .

3 There are as many soecwes of 8001sllsm extnnt as there are of

: sectarianiem in Johneon's. ruso’utlon, . But. 6ne- “thin- abOV° Qlll’“ent—
- ifjesgonr. brand of SOCléllb” Lxom~all. oth¢rs,. For us Bucialilsm can
bhe obtained: only By 'an- ‘{ndgpcnde nt prOLGtarJau: QoblaIASm is lmpOSQ
ible'so Lonz.as ‘the: prolgtq¢iﬂw supoqrb lou** o;s Aomocrdts’ ur‘-
other seents of -$he - Cppltﬁxl°t cLauo.; THe TrTes ‘ebey toward soc-
falism is for theé -proletarizt to bPreak its h'pa with Do CGaulles and
Roosevelts. 4all other tendencies for 'SOCldulbﬂ' cover up this fact.

i1

. National opopression pcrmits bourgcois. olewents to comc out as
. eXPoONENTS: of:"soclalzsm" “and the. TlChtS of th. Deople.r That is why
it b*urs DVbr the clas° strnggle.itﬁ' , -

e .’ ’ ’ LY L R et PP
_-;ﬂ; SOViets and Worl*rs POi‘r.ﬂ R TR s )

'

- Soviets will cone 1nto existence, faotory donrittees Wlll be
- Organized etc. etcs - ctc. “Johnson ;tries. to uge - thesc-urdenzchle
facts to bolster hig® slo~ n of WOrker& Power ae ggalnst bhe dem~

ot .

ocratio slogens. - - f o ,1:°éhu,u g

What is thc Johnson concept of . th; organlzatlon of Sov1ets?

o4 P
.- 0

,jOn paae 25 of h1s resolutlon WC Iead,ﬂ = Y Tt;;*f'

PR I N ¢
g » r -

.)fﬁ.geso sudden and v1olent may be thc collnps@ of ‘German’ 0ap~
italism that the proletarist*will in all pIOUqblllty flnd 1fce1f

¢
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almost overnite orvanizing 80viete fdr the seizure’ of power, even
before a exngle dcmocratlc demand has been fulfllled." aﬁ

Sovieta are organxzed, mlnd you, by the proletarlat “for the '
~géigure of power." That is why Johnson sees a contradiction bea
tween slogans for democracy and the organization of Sovzets.~

But can Johnson refer to a single case where Sov1ete were org-f-
_anized "for the selzure of power"? When, where, o

SOV1ets do not CQme from the ekles. Only the ideal type
dreamed up by Johnson. The same graups and tendencies that func-
tion today in the underground with all their misconceptions and
backwardness will be the ones to take the in ‘itiative in OrZan-,
~izing factory committees and Soviets. _If.not, then who? " The same 3
" political tendencies that. éxist today will .be taken-into: the Sove
~dets. Openly bourgeois parties will have little or no represent-

ation but socxalietic, reformist tenden01ee which follow a bourgeox;

o 1deolozy will have zreat influenoe.f

Soviets oone into exietence as the broadeet most authorlt-
ative instrument of the masses for UNITED FRONT etruggle.. ‘They -
~ are not created zs.organs-of pewer but: can be led to the seizure
- of power by a. rcvolutionary, soeiallst proletarlan party.

With the weaknese of the refolutlonary vanguard, more aptly,

?1‘in the ‘absence of ‘a revolutionary party it is a foreaone conclus—

ion that -Soviets will come .into existence AND rive support.to a
“democratic! (1.e. bourveoie) regime. To expect more is to hopc
for a epontaneoue eocialiet revolutlon. . .

Within. the Soviets and factory cormlttees the‘revolutlannry
elements have the task of winning the macses away from support of -
bourpeois elements. . Thege clements may be represented by a De
Gaulle ' a 1eft-DeGau11e, a left-left-DeYaulle, orT a SOGlallstiC
De Gaulle. "All kinds of“democrats"w1ll be avallable. :

Workers Power

: So long as the masces retain confidence in. bours601e democrats
and their reformist agents and the' revolutlonary party is non- a
existent or weak all talk of Workers Powar as an immediate poss—~
ibility is idiocy. Workers Power is impossible without a: complete
break betwcen the proletariat and the: bourgeeieie. -

: The present alliance between the- proletarlat and . the bourr_
eoisie remains possible becauce the- De Gaulles etc appear to-be
Pichtins for democracy. That.glliance must be deetroyed for-
Workeras Power to become a prossi®lility.

The epeedieet diverce. between De Gaulle and thc maseee can
be affected by the revolutionary socialigt elements within the -
national movement if it succeéds in expoalng “the fraudulent charn
acter of his 'democracy! and for that it must ut;lize & eeriee of
~ extreme and declslve DEMOCRATIC elopans.zlz, it
The slogan of "workere power" expresses our gtrategic object-
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~ ive, the dictatorship of the proletariat. This distincuishes the
‘revolutionary vanguard from all other tendcncics and is crucial as
- a propacanda sloran for thc buildinz of a revolutionary party.

But in addition to distincuighing the vanzuard from the De
Gaulles, there is the more difficult task of divorcing, different-
iating the MASSES from them and for that purpose dcmocratlc agit-
ational slo;ans are-deéisive,

Moreover, the buildinr of the revolutionary party will be
‘enormousiy accélerated if the revolutionary elemernis are able to
demonetzate to the best, most adrsnced sections of the movement
for iiberation that they know best of all how to raise day to day
elavans that can lead the magsecs away from De Gaulles,

\ How Johngon Ralses the Slo an‘ _M"Workers Powcr"

. On page 17 of his resolutlon Joknson tries to 1nd10atc HOW
-~ he will use his sloian of 'iWorkers Power! .

_ - "Against the Social- Democracy and the De Gaullists who in-
' dissolubly tie'up the sldoians of the immediate demands, national
" liberation, and the democratic republf#, the vansuacd Tresolutely
"poses the slogans of the iwmediote demands. the national liberation
and the power of the workers." Johnscn heze is distinmuishing
‘- himself from the De Gauilists in his AGITATION amonz the moaeses
‘- for what immedi=tely follows is; "This beins a question of astion
and not of education...."

S - What ‘is 51rniflcant here is thls° ONLY CHE OF JOENSCN!'S

- MAIN AGITATIONAL SLOGaNS IS DIZFERENT FRQOu THE DE GAULLISTS'.

. De Gaulle, says Johnson, is for a Democratic Republite. A8 acainst
- this, Johnson is -for Workcrs Power. That is; the masses are

asked to choose between a Democratic Republlc rcprnsgnxed by Be
‘).Gaullc and Workers Rwer rcpresented by Johns

: JOHNSOW DOES DE GAULLE THE GREAT SHPVI CE OF GRANTIua IN AD-
VANCE THAT HE STs&NDS FOR & DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC. 4nd this is the

whole basis ‘on which the decevtion of the massses by the bourgeois

., Gemocrats and socizl-democrats rests. By the very manner in which -

' Johnson seeks to identify himsclf with his slozan of Workers

. ‘Power he disarms hinmself and covers up for the De Gaulles.

De Gaulle, et al, do hOT ficht for 2 Democratlc Republic.
True they say that they do. But Rooscvelt also says that he is
fichting a Qreat war for d\nocrﬂoy. Yiere we to sey,

.- , "ch, FDR IS f1~ht1n~ for. dcmocracy but W” are for soclallsm"
‘we would be doing the samé servicde for Rcosevelt and american
-‘1moer1allsm that Johnson dces for Du Gaullc.

De Gaulle, thc 3001allst6,00umunlsts,‘and liberals are first
0of all, in favor ¢f the war by the alliel camp acains+t Germany.
Everythlnr else is subordingte and that is what maxca all their
jsloganv of . democraoy fraudulent. B

Yes, ycs, vie arc for democracy, 8001a118n, republics of all
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kinds, they say. Somewhere, somchow, somectime. ~But not now.
- Now we must have unity in the firht arainst Hitler. 4nd if the
Allied General staff vetos dcmocreacy we muat.mzke a refined,
‘loyal protest and Low to their dLClblon. We must not cndancer
the front against Hitler. : S " '
. That is hew De "Gaulle is rcally-for a Dcmocratic chubllo.
«~ And that is what must be make oluar befcrs Wcrkcrs Pomer becomes
a real pOSBiblllty. L :

We say: De Gnulls swx_ hc is for demoorany., That is a lie.
‘We must fight fer democratic r1~hts ac alnSb hlm. B ‘

Johnson says: De G(ulls IS for a Democratlc Republic., Thats
not enoubh. I am for Wcrkers Power. b

"Equal’y Ruthless"

Let us return to Johnson*s resolutlon. The,abové'qudtation
on pace 17 contlnues° . -

"This belns a questlon of aﬂtion and not of education, “the
 vanguard is ruthless ‘areinst those who enter the national zZroups
of resistance, raise the¢ elogan of rorkers power and -heeitate or
idisscmble about the sloran of national indenhendence. It is equally
- Tuthless against those who raise the slcran of naticonal independ-
: ence and hesitate or dissemble about the slc*an of workc*s power. M
. Who is for workers power and at the samc tlnc *efuscs to

- raise.the sloran of natlnnal liber=ticn? Séctarians.: Revolutione -
. ary socialist sectarians.  Wé =ust ‘combst - -this trend within the
r ',revolutlfnary movement to prevent our own ‘iscle tlon, to keepour-
‘selves frem ccmmitting suicide. That fight is one of internal
clarification for the purpose ¢f arming the vanzuard.

But those who refuse to raise the slczan c¢f naticnal liber.-
. ation represent no danrer among the masses. They represent the
~danger that we will NOT be able tc get to the masscs. They cannct
©and will nct become a SERIOUS force. ‘ls ‘that not so? S

But what happens to your "equally ruthless" ideca amonc the
masses, in the factory ccmmittees, and in the Soviets. That is
the only place it has any meaning for Wnrkcrs Povcr, you ssy is
a matter of "action', .

In the field of actlcn you will ccnfrcnt the arents of the
bourgecisie who TALK abcut democracy in order tc prevent the -
. ‘werkers frem gcing forward to the seizure of power and those whe
geck to unmask them in "action®" by raising extrsae and decisivs
democratic slcgans., But Johnson says that De Gaulle IS feor a-
Democratic Republic: In the field cof -acticn his "equally ruthless"
means that he will be equally cpposed to the De Gaullists and to .
- those who seek to expose the De Gaulllsts.

From twc aspects, Jchnscn serves De Gaulls with his slopan cf
Workers Power, In the first placs he coversup for De Gaulle by
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granting that he is for d mocracy and in the second place ht fizhts
against those who seek to expose the anti-democratic role of De
Gaulle. ~ § -l ;

A Dislopuo | ¢l | L

The fate of Jéhnscn amons the masscs who still retain con-
fldence in bour7801s democrats, refornlsts,.etc is easy to predict,

5

"We must establlsh Workcrs Pcwer, now!" says Jchnson

"Finc idea. . But isn't it necessary to fight azainst Roosevelt,
Be Gaulle, Stalln etc, etc, 1f we,- f1~ht for that." ' '
mYegh, Says JOhnBo.n : - - g
" "But aren't thby flhhtlnp fbr a Dcmocratlc Republic!

i '." '

- #Yes", he’ repiles "De' Gaulle ig for a Democratic Republic.!

"Well then, let us support him for a while. Dldn t Allen
just say 'that the pogacssion; by the workers of d,moo-atlc rights
and naticnal freedom can be great asse in the siruggle for work-
ino class power. If we can_fight for ihebe asscts thh our alilies
it will be easier tc zet them and we will: be in -a betser position
"later to- fl?ht for workcrs power ST :
“No, No, Truc De Gaulle is for a Democr tic Republlc. ‘But
that is not seocd encugh. I am for WOrkers Power instead. '

MOh, then you mean that we must ohoose now either to ‘firht
fer a Democrbtlc Republic: OR for ‘Werkers Power, Then-let us string
alongs with De Gaulle and get the- Democratlc Republlc. Bewause
as Allen B2YB.eos.. A.W‘JJ¢ S L

’f«.x co

"De Gaulle Ii" sneers Jchnsrn, ;Pioﬁibah take any demccratic
richts you want without hlm." LTz b |

"What about that Trotskylst who Sald.thyt if we want dem-
ocratic rights we should fight for free- electlcns, ;cnu;ne free-
dom of specch and assembly, ‘Tight:to: organlze‘" o

"Him? I am %equally ruthless' a?°1nst those who 'hesitate

or dissemble abcut the slcgan of workcrs power'" Tt

Johnson's use of the slogan of wor&ers nower 28 afalnst ‘the
"reactlcnery* democratic slogans serves tc¢ creste a false oppositicn
in the minds ¢f the masscs between the strun;¢c for demcceratic
rights and the struggle for weorkers pewer and socialism and this
in turn strengthcns the held cof bourgecis democrate and reformists
over the workers. So 'ruthlessly! dccs Jchnson call for Workers

Power that he makes it impcseible tco achizve.

Extreme and Decisive Democratic Sleosans

In 1ts aritaticn among the masges in the course of the strucgle
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for national liberat;on; the revoluticnary vanruard Taises extreme
and decisive d:mocratic slorans which are desisned to lead the
masees tc its stratecic cbgcctlve, wcrkers pewer, the dictatcrship
of the prcletariat. 4ll thc main asitational slogans, including
those which are aimed at the independcnt organizaticn c¢f thc pro-
letariat and the condclidaticn ¢f its- embryonlc crzans: of pewer
.must be connected w1th the burninz preblems cf democracy.

FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF FACTORY COMMITTEES 4ND TEEIR CENTRaL-
IZATION ON. A DISTRICT WIDE aAND NATICN WIDE SCALE IN THE FORM OF
WORKmRS GOUNCILS SOVIETS. » _ :

The workina panses of ‘the natlcn de 51re an uanmpronlslnr
strucgle arainst the foreism oppresscr and for demecratic richts.
To thwart comprcmises with the c¢ld rerime a la Darlan, Badcrlic,
Royalist policy cf the Allies and tc prevent the ccnsolidation of
reacticn-the masses themselves must creanize their own 1ndependent
. crgans of strurgle. .To thcse who-ask "are you not interested in

“unity in the fight for ‘deimccratic rights?" we reply: "Yes. And the
, form of unity fcr a, Fenulnc firht for demccratic Il”hts is the
‘Soviets.? :

FOR TFE ORGANIZATION OF "ARED UORKLRS GUARDS
. Every attemnt by the reactlcnarlcs tc recreranize and to
interfere with the free organizaticn of the people, to terrcrize
"~ 1iberal and democratic clements must be answered by the armed
* organization cf ‘the pecple under the ocntrol ¢f the factory
committees and the ‘Scviets.

: FOR THE CCNVOCATION OF‘A COVSTITUENT ASSEWBLY ON THE BAMIS
- OF DIRECT DE¥OCRATIC ELECTIONS. FOR THEL DISE NFRANCHISEMENT OF
“THOSE WHO COLLABORATED WITH 'THE HITLLR—MUSSOLINI REGIMES, * -

.. With the custing cf the forelan rulers frcn the ocoupled

- ‘territories the: Allicd Pewers in ccllaboraticn with native: re-
acticnaries, bourgeois demccrats, socialists, Staliniste or a
ccmbination ¢f any or all of these:elements attempt tc impose
governments ucen the people from. _abcve. Who has the risht to say
that thesc. movernments represent the pecple? No gevernment has
the right to speak in ‘the name of the pecple if it is not freely
- chceen by them. The Soviets, the factcry committees, the armed
- workers cuards - are’. essential tc ensure cenuinely demccratic cl-
ecticns. This sloran igs directed arpainst all attempts tc est-
ablish farcical caricatures cf a reprcscntatlve assembly such
‘a8 that established by De Gaulle in Ncrth Afrlca and prcposed
by him fhr France. , ,

-
| SR
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THE UNWPRIVCIPLED POLITICS OF TEPLE

Temple!s behavior.on the Tational Question is fortunately unique in
the history of the Party. The Party mesbers should see that it remains sc.
The way to accomplish this is %o understand clearly what he has been doing.

The Kational Committee Resolution on the National Question appeared in
The New International (Jan. and Feb. 1943). In the April and ifay numbers
Johnson attacked the resolution for its "deep...profound miscomprehension
of the Furopeaun crisis." . This miscomprehension was expressed in two vays:
(1) The resolution entirely misunderstood the-result of the past decades and
the course of the war upon the revolutionary deveslopment of the European
masses. (2) The cru01al rclatlon of- Gormaqy to the'natlonal question.

In the M.I‘ of June and July appeared an article by Tempnle. Ve must
sunmmarize his. argumunt car ully, . It is worthwhile for its own sake, and,
secondly, it snows to: wnau_ apths hu has 31nco fallen. Eis argument was as

"follows: R TP TS '

The war?df'iglé‘héd bééﬁ<precode& vy decédes of social peace.

"Decades of 5001a1 peace and calm practlcally wnmarked by any uphcav-
als ~- so lulling to a whole generation of vorkers that 'the rovolutiont
was noarly forgotten. It became a sentimental phrasc; a monstrous step into
the unknown, even. for those who.callcd themselves sociallsts."

This was the worst noss1olu pronarutlon for rnvolutloQ. Ycot, says
Teaple: “For. foyr yoars. running,’ the overwhelming majority of tﬂu workars
and pbasants of war-ravaged Europc had as their popular cry: Socialismt
Thu.dlctq;orshipvaftthp prolctariatl Soviet powerl!

Tcemplet's point ijs:  If aftor no rcvolutionnry experionce, they did so
much, imoginc whﬁt they will do after the last 20 years. He then gives a
short sketch of 1917-1936, and. concludes: "pPacked into these twenty yecars
has been more rcyolutionary. oct1v1uz_of the masses than in the wholo history
of the world since tho fall Oof the Roman Expirc." The eﬁpha31s is his owa.

Now such comparigons arc casy to ridicule. Yet it is easy cnough to see
what Tewple means, and in essence he is nerfectly correct. But that is the
ery basis of the Minority position. It is the nain theme of Part I of
Johnson‘s v.I. artlcle. It occurs ﬂarly in the Minority Resolution:

"The old er. ﬂcnbratlon of Luroncaa Workcrs has saon the First World Var
and the almost contlnuous crlsos ond revolutions wiiich followed it. Its re-
action to them is written hlstory.

"In cowgtry ﬂftcr cou4t v the workers zirded thomselves to overthrow
capitalisa.. Thoy formod r“VOlUthu‘rV or pscudo-revolutionnry partics oy the
hundreds gi‘thoasands,gg a time and Tollowed thom by millions.™

.

The raader should now compare theso anﬂlvses with the picture of the
European proletariat dresm by Gates in his articles in the N.I. On the one
hand, the ana 11ysis of the Minority and the 2grly Ten ple emphasizes the power-

~ful ruvolutlonar" indoctrination of the Eurow“a“ mosses. Gates can see little
elsc bosides the successive stazes of demoralization due to the victories of

Fascism. - C:34—
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The Inflﬁoncc'éf the Var

What political influence will tbu wor hﬂve on the':asses already charged
with rovolutlonary spirit? | ; ' - o

S

RO

Tcnplp quotes Trotsky -on war and its influence on the masses.

. M"Change, change and change -- that " is the.
“main less; 1 of thd school of war. This.
- world is not fixed and stable; bouniarles,
<~ ' laws, lifetime habits, opinions; rights,
" © governments, methods -- everything tonds to
: approach the fluid state of a newspaver
. “ headline. The tempo of thought add action
becomes. immeasurably accelerated. Wo .class
and no people can pass through thc chool
of total war without a »rofound chaige in
mental attitudes and psychologies -- that
is, a profcuad shake-up of humain nature.
This is what hapvened from 1914 to 1923.
It is hannenlwb now. "
Thus, the wholc of Templc‘s artlcle Part’ I, is in comﬂlute opwos1t10“
to the "stranglnd stuaor" thc51s or the Magorlty T !

In July the article contiuugs. Temnlu lists four main. points’ wiich
"wero the mainsprings of the greatoest” revolutlonary novcnuﬂt the werld has
yot seon.! (Tho eﬂﬁha31s ighis.) He now lists “the new revolutiornary
elenents. M : " _ ..

The first of thosé iss

"The ideological provazania by the im-
pdrialists;in term:s of revolution.t’

.-He tpon clabo atos o the POlut‘

“”He war hpaganda of 1914 was i térj;'
. today is hec v11y tlnged with ruvolut;QJ—,l .
L ary dcﬂagugy - This is beth'a syapton of
the mass state of nlnd and a cause of it."

Now this, again;'is for the Minority a cardinal factor.. Johuscn ex-
pressed it in tho Apeil W.I. thus: "All Furope has socialisn in the bacl-
ground cf its mind." Furcpe tcday is se conditicned by the last 30 years
that cvon the fascists rust dress up their couatbr~ *VAlutlﬁJnry Aoetrine
as soie form of- "3001allsm" : o -

of these'c*ﬂcewtirné'thﬁrq is o sign whatever in tho locumeats or
specchics of the Magmrltv leaders. Gates, their cllof 33okes“91 .sneads
pages ia the L I pr0v1nv px;ctly the opoos 1to. : . . :

The quostloﬁ now 1s~' ha° all this been altcrcd ou1 if so, in what
uay and to Jnot dcgruo bJ the experiences of Burope olJCu 195407
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| UThe Natipual Libverafioat . || .°

There is no nced to gc over faniliar rround The hlnorlty has written:

MYBvery intensificaticn of'chéuvihiqtic senti-
© ‘ment against Gornmany has resulted, as it must re-
" ¥"'sult, in the increased development of the prol=—
tariat as an independent force in srclcty. In
irreconcilable. ocuf lict with tha Gbrﬁaa bourgorls—
ie and the- colldborators, and distrusting er ig-
noring the scerio-~comic governmonts. in exilz tho
proletoriat is cobmnelled to struggle c for tho na-
~ tional, i.c.;-its own emancipation by:its s
. _ ' . neans and in its own woy. 13 this isg:sh-wn the
: - truly prolctarian character of the notionol ravo-
lutions in Eurcpe gnd their cogp lete- difference
fron tho national’ revolution, dn- Spain. ar “hundred
and . thirty y“ars 820, in China zpsterdag or in

India today." T T

B ‘...'

‘This, pspeéiéily uhderiiaef in the rcsolutlo“; is its main thosis rn
thb sneclflcallJ.national quqstlﬁn.:, . o T

Now 1iston to Temnlo'

- WThe cccuplud countrlbs of Eurooe, eroun under
. the Na21 hnel, whHere atloqal -revoluticnary as-
'ﬁirati rre added to the werkers clﬂss st rug-
gle to fccd the flaneszpf r»volt ! ‘

-

Sc that in occuplpd Eurcve thp clﬂss struggI" is; shargencd, act re
prossed, by the German occu)atiOﬂ. o : ,

-

Our analyst-.says ¢ hlmSle. Hejgdéé'éfnaight ons

"There is an cssontial differcnce between the
Nazi occupaticn in Burcpe today and the over-
running of Fra*ce and Bolglum by | Gcrmany in
1914.% - o LT

Now tnis is very 1ntcr~st1ng and very 1mporta + Obvicusly, if therc
is an essential differcnce, ¢ are ccning to the heart of the wutter. Weat,
according to Temple, is this essdntial’ dAifference? .

Wrhen, the official state st1ll existed and
fought on; the cnly foo aprearcd as Germany,
and the coneept of naticnal defensce rallicd
tho French pecple cnly more vigorcusly around
the bourgecis state, in gr*ater national
unity. The hypacsis of naticnal unity wore off
far more slowly “in Fraance and Belgiwi than in
any other ccuntry precisely for this rocascn.
The masses of poorle net in unifern stoed by
and cheocrcd tho French arrv on tc vietory; the
workers in uiiférm fought wndor the rilitary
T discipline of tho capitalist state and its of-
ficorst c rps.
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Sc that, acecrding t~ . onp le, tho> S"Ox‘ti 1 differance between 1914
and tcdny is that in occu,rb\c"mtries the workers sce less of the yp-
_pagie-eofnatimal wityt. Now, to -soc icss of the "hysnosis of nationnl
_unity" neans to become ore crnscicus of the class strugalc. But that is
nreciscly” the thasis 6f tho Mmority e

oy
RS

“Mhen ‘eon S8 passago which:ia-the light ef thc futurc evonts bctr'vs
the *shaﬂcful cymcis.a ket mrcga.rq cf tho opmic‘. of the Porty members which
10.1‘0.Ct‘0r129 'clms = clit:.cmn' Ty : -

gL "‘Le&av, thc strugglc agumstﬁ ti:s German cc-
. ‘cupatzo*x« is pric brllv_n poof iots movement,
Canih e g rioveriont surging up, froim Velow, an under-
el uground mcverient, with t,he, folative independ-
‘- cncesthatlthis irmilic 55, At s furthermore
R inccessnrlL; iiructid Act cialy nAgoiunst Germawy, )

LY .A".'t.‘ reig,v'foe ‘ot alse aghinst the officinl

RN leaﬂcrs of France,-~tho Vichy grwur.m sent and

' the.dnfive.¢n 11;&113'& clausu waic,x has allied
its:,}.f 75‘.1;‘1.1‘,110 Hazls !'

l & .
. All the erphases are Tomple's. "Isn.ft “this-shocking, cching from oae
now ‘a londor of the ua,)cra.ttf? : Mhose; 4ia-the pnnks in New York who have henrd
Shochtzna and Gutes, according to:their. 1ibnts, ridicule the Minority's nzal-
ysls on this neint *7111 irubtlese hove o fow cucst'l« et tr* ‘ask nf Terwmle, and
Shac‘it*.wl and Grates.

[ AR 1 | ‘
LI - “ e DT Pl
D ) O TV I ao

. An ..r\, 1ut7;,ouuce here for a rwnent 2 .
ol -3 Guulllst cormaittee issuel in Larch

“Thg, grcat mdustrmllsts, uraies o1 and finan-

“eiors, the busincssmon in genural ~— 7ith sowme
ccnspicuous exce; ,tau“ls —— '11».‘/ alno t no ﬂart

in the un“crgrcund. The leaieérs of industry nnd
“fiaanée -whelirexcsthe ;chigf. arhszms of the Munich

.- .. .. . surrendor and of tho Bordoaux c'nl*‘ul'wtlon have
. 1051\,0.11‘; ‘bécone. the chief. supygorters of the Vichy
. g,;-m and of th«, tollcy of ccllnbr,mtlo-‘.

B g R [

= lan
"0.1 tho w"xolu, Frc cl* rcsast'mco is of a ;opular
Tty . character., Tho tpeople! arc turse whr rosist
o - whildra large wrrrpoxzt,ma of the sc-cnlled clite,
of the ruling classcs,. shc'”i g .t‘i,dir aational
patrm'c igw; ‘have-sold out to t"xo \-1 ry tc jroserve
Yheir wested in’oerests. B

o S TR SIS k‘ o
‘Now the I/I ApTitd bollcvcs thﬂt 1f do Gau.lle sws tn.ls thz French working
class is. qmt;, abletol o2 1t and to becoie ricrs firacely clas s-cciuscious
thon cvcr b fOI"u» ~I% - balicovaes alsec. tnct this is whot 1is decisive in the oc-
poeud 10 co*mtmcs i Burr gl Teng e alsc bullCVCS ths samnc Ixncdiatoly of-
t: or. tollmg ug_ that tho French worizlrs ..15,117 ageinst tho Gem sag, the Vicly
gowmnent rx.lk t‘u, ’u tlm co ,1tallst claqses, ne continues:
-, "Th se facts, ore s.cre 1::’~Ort ant than the temp-
“ora ary ¢ distortions inntno neverient arisin fromn
hoPas in tho: Allio@ SuQDI’Xi frnnt or 4c Gaulle."
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Every paragraph is a slap in the face, now on one cheek, now on the
other, for the whole Majority position.

Temple then ﬁroceeds to draw the correct political conclusion:

#For it means that the masses are driven into
. motion outside the straightjacket of the bour-
-geoip state §pparatus; It is true that De Gaulle
would like to apply his own straight jacket,
but he is not in the position of Poincare and
Clemecnceau.

"yictories scored against Germany by the regu-

lar army of the statc lead the masses to repose

greater con:fidence in that army and to them-

selves sink back into approving passivity.
Victories scored against Germany and blows

struck in the name of a self-mobilized mass up-

surge lcod to the attainment of greater confi-

e dence by the masses in PHEMSELVAES .Y

All emphascé are Temple's. The word, themselvzs, is in the largest
type I have ever seen in the body of an N.I. article. :

. What”politica} conclusions can one draw from this? The Minority, for
this and other reasons, drew its conclusions unhesitatingly. Now, more
thon ever, it is necessary to bring before thc workers the gslozan of power.

* The.Question of Germany

Once you hava this apyreciation of the situation, the next stage fol-
lows automatically.. You move from this powerful revolutionary situation
in the occupied countries, to the situation in Germany, You cannot help
scoing the intimate connection betwzen the revolution in the occupied coun-
tries, and the revolution in Germany, that is to say, the unity of the Eu-
ropean masses for the socialist revolution, of which the national libera-
tion slogan in the occupied countries is merely a subordinate part.

Temple devotes almost a solid page to the German question. We can
only give extracts:

#More important, the German occupation has in
several ways broken down a trcmendous barricr
to a succ~tsful Europe-wide revolution. It is
teaching tne masses of the European countries
.that their fates are interlinked."

e

Sa the barriers are dovnl (How Gates hos distorted and then abused
Johnson's stotement on thisl) So the masses can sez all this more clearly
than beforet The minority draws the ccnclusion that now more than ever
it is necessary to bring forward the slogan cf the Socialist United States
of Furopc. The conclusion that Temple draws today is that the Majority
Rosolution is o fine Marxist analysis and that Johnson is a rmddler.

.~ ‘Now for a rapid glance at Temple!s points 8 and 9 on the German revo-

-+ - ’'luticn.
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"T'wo recent books (Fill Germany Crack by
Paul Hagen and The Silent war) have of-
fered us the meager fucts availabte about
the development of the internal struggle
against the fascist regime; it is not my
purpose to. trespas< on this territory, but
to point t6 the, nev revoluﬁlonary elements
“in this war; as compared to. 1914. L

That is good enough. But there is better to come.

"For -the Kaiser, ¢ivil peace was a‘pr.econ-
dition for war.  For Hitler, civil peace
vas a hoped-for-comnsequence of war. In
~this contrast appears the different levcls
from which the German workers star’ced in
: 1‘314 and 3n 1939 L )

So Temple thinks t’hat desplto F:Ltler (see,é.zay artlcle by Gates) the
- . German workers are at a hlgher revolutionary potential in 1939 than in
; 1914. <.....':'. PN e a2t i i

o And to concludc: "In time of war the power of the state appears
greater than ever, frightfully:swollen.and.overaweing. In point of fact,
_the capitalist statesmen realigze only. too sharply that the more the ‘bal-

" loon swells, ‘the more the fibres wekken.“

: Now comes the conclusion which Temple should spare a moment some time
- to discuss, if not vlth the party, then with Gates and Shachtman.

"This is many times more ’crue of Nam Germany."
AR . B S :

This is no chance remark for Temple repeato the idea:
"The stretchmg ef Naz1sm over Europe has
tended. to. 'uncoordmate{ the totalltaman
controls of Fascism, not only in the occu-
-pied: countries but within Germany itself.,
The stretched fibers are weakened. The
forces of the revolution will burst through
~them and explade with a repercussicn that
will rock the world." ,

The Minority does not go so far mth Gerrmny. From the first Johnson
article in the April.NI .to the last artlcle in laovemhar, all it says 1is
that the German revolution is the key to the situation and that the workers
of occupied Furope must appeal to Germpany, which can bc done only on the
the basis of the 50c1alls’c United States of .Europe.

‘Today Temple tells us ("Art of xmddlmg,"' P.9) that it is perfectly
-obvious that the coming German revolut ion requires the closest attention
and thought. e s

Obvious to whom? And since when? Having joined the ma,)ority, Temple,
in line with the "Supplemcntary Resolution," has to prove that in reality,
when he write8About Ger: "y, he is moking no kind of concession to the
Minority. This is hard i.r Gates and Shachtman who merely forgot Gomany.
You would thinlz it impossible for Temple to achieve this volte-face. But no,
'With the greatest of ease, he tells us; ' ‘639
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M1t is also obvious that the fate of the_;;f,‘-i-: R
.revolution in Burope as well as in America )

.o . f ORI R B . ~

You see, the fate of a worker in Konsas® City depends’ on the defeat of
Hitler. . The fate ,0£;a.,ﬁo'r1?ér.._.i’ri Poris or Pragie or Northern Italy similarly
depends on .the defeat, of Hitler. . Wrhat , howevir, isin itself no particularly
good reason to insist on transforming a vesolution on thée American scone-into
tbeginning and ending w7ith Germany.'" So orites Temple.

' R
. v e

N ool e « ‘i';); B ] LA O Lo Sl
- Phis; friends,.is the very Temple who ‘told us-sévigorously that the
war .vas teaching the Européan misses that their fates were “intertwined and
told us too that the more Nezi Germany'spread itsclf over-Europe the yeaker
became the fibres, efc.etg.ptc. ~But'doesntt that-ake Germany ‘the key?
No,eays Shachyman,;and Ter e échoes;” "No. ~There are gbme.formsof - naked-
-pegs that the bi_gge.s.t,.,'r_ig;;isjérityf in the world-cannot oover.:.This is/onet -

. g I
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‘ Everyone is entitled to ‘his’ own position; He .is entitled to change it,
-.he is entitled to -chapge, it twice. But it is obvious that Temple, when he
_wrote that article, had eeparated himself ‘firom $he Majority Resolution. Some -
< time-in July, before thé second half ‘of ‘the ‘artdcle gppeared, Shachtnon, in
:.7 i the presence of members of thé P.C. /- informed Johnson that' Temple had joined

. . P . o
“ : LI

Temple, it is clear, Wwas not’arguing-against the slogan for national
1iberation. He did exactly what Johnson did. He wrote-to point ouf that
4he NC resolution had lost sight of the deep revolutionary temper of the
-..Buropean; nasses, -based on the 20 ‘years experienceibetween 1918 and 1933; that
the national struggle had sharpened and not' weakened: the class struggles
:*that .Germany by.oppressing the’ thole of Europe- hnd:given: the masses. in-the

-~ occupied. countries.a comion enery, etc.etc. 7 .

.. Suddenly ,m .I'Jiovlé‘;i‘bér "19'43':, Pemple ‘appears in the inte_:r;xa_lf'.‘ffbxi;ljllé't‘in

_with an article,, "i Mirror for Johnson." "He offers no-word of. explanation

. of his provious articles, but sctually becomes the spearhead on the .attacks
* of Johnsgn. - In a succeeding article, "The Art of “Huddling," he denounces
Johnson for saying the things he himself had said.in-his Juge and July ar-
ticles, and some of them in a much more extreme form than Johnson ever ven-
tured. ’

What are the party members tc think? If Temple had.the slightest .
sense of political respons bility, he would at least have had the decency
to explain his change of view, o explain his positions of June and July,
to show why the national question played so slight a part in these articles,
why the German question played sc largs a part, etc., to show exactly wvhat
he was writing about and why. Instead he comes out as the advance-guard of
the very position whose weakmesses he had so vigorously exposed. He leaves
it to the Party to fish in the dustbin for these discarded rags and try to
piece them together. In his new anti-Johnson garments he hopes to bluff his
woy through and appear as a charter menber of the liajority position. This
contortionist has one position for the workers outside the Party and another
position for the Party members.
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Political Conclusions

We approach now a period of cxtraordirary difficulty end trial for
any Party, particularly, a young, tntried Party. In the problems we face,
- each of us is going to be wrong often. Most of us are going to have to
:. change opinions which we have expressed with conviction. There is no crime

“v...in that. The Bolshevik Party leadership continually had to do this, parti-
‘.. cularly.-between 1917 and 19”3, ﬂhd ve are. far fron their standards.

But whatever mistakes we make or whatever change tales place in our
ideas, it is our:/business to take p011t1011 responsibility for them. The
Party must be able to Jjudge between different opinions, decide in favor of
one, 1f necessary chahge its-views, accept: orkreject in toto or in part,
hold certain ideas on ice s it were, ard then finally accept or reject as .

- events develop. That way.is educaticn, mutual confidence, and respect, and
a flexible solidarity.: Temple's conduct, bad at any time,” is the worst
possible preparation for a period of stress and storm. And the worst, the
most disgraceful feature of the whole business, is that there is no political
reason for it. Does he still believe all that he published in June and July?

,':If 80, what is he doing in the camp of . the Magorlty?

S The writer of thls artlcle belleves that the de0131ve factor in nol;tlcs,A
- particularla revolpiionary politics , is a. policy, not a magority That is
@& hard lesson to learn. It will be learnt,: however, it will. noat certainly
be learnt. Johnson rade no haste to contﬂct Terple. RByents have proved him
correct., Johnson, however, would not f£ind himself in a faction with anyone
"%ho had written 6000 words, 5000 of which:. supported the politlcal anaxysis
‘of his opponents. - R 5

After such an evolutlon it was Tennle's bu51ness to clarlfy himself
before the membership., A faction is a political means of delimiting posi-
"tions, not for confusing them.. When Allen had doubts ¢f his position,
he expressed them openly, then changed his position and said so. Temple!s
procedure is the kind which has to be held up vefore the Party - as an ex~
ample, first, of that cynicism which shert-sighted, shallow and empirical
" politicians believe is "Bolshevism.! Secondly, when a resclution, origin-
“-ally written with onc purpose oxd intentiom, has to be re-interpreted and
- gsupplemented to try to make it imean.something exactly opposite, it brings
" a heavy series of conseqpenccs in its train. The tase of Temple is but one
"‘Of ‘then. .- .

January 10th, 1944
'J. R. Johnson
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Fridey, Jamary 21, 1944
Dear Oomrade Johnsong .

I have just scen, on arriving in New York, the manuscript of a
12-page document by you entitled "U'hs Unprincipled Politics of Temple "

Ycu seem to be of the opinion thet my June N,I. article on "The
Yrospects for Socialisn® is in contiradiction with the N.C. position on
the National Question. Unfortunateiy, your document gives no evidence to
show this -~ in fact, hardly makes the attempt t6 do anything but quote;
bui, feuiastic ag youv idea strikes me, this is not the point of your
docvmento : ,

" If it were true, you could be within your rights in calling me
f confased?, provided you spent e few sentencee proving the contradictlon,

_But your epithets, which you furthermore intend to publish %o
the party membership, ares "unprincipled «— shameful cynicism — politician
.~ ghocking --- no slightest cense of political responsibility — lack of
decency —— bluff —- contortionist ~— disgraceful -~ cynicism.?

Wiy$ —~— You cle'm that at the time of the ¥.(. article, I was
in fact a supporier of yo:- position, and then made a cynioal switch.
This is the besis for your outburst. It is either a fact or not a fact;
it is not a subject for political disputation, .

If you had not actually gone to the length of writing a 12-page
convention documont on this tremendous issud, one page (not to speak of
12 pages) would be too much to waste on it. o

Here is the fact:

From the first moment when your poeition became knovm t6 us in
Oalifornia, I teok the lead there in political argumentation egainst 1it,
both in branch discussion and personal conversation. Likewise, from the
publication of the N.C. resolution nn, I supported its political line.

You do not wish to take my word for this fact? I don't mind.
There are six comrades from Califernia here, and all of them are in a po-
sition to Xmow personally whether your claim is poppycock or not.

You conclude then that I am merely teonfused'? Good; write an
article, a different article, proving that there is a contradiction.

I think you have gone some leagues too far, even for an internal
perty polemic. I do not wish to match epithets with you, but rather urge
you to reconsider and withdraw your irresponsible document before it is
distributed, I myself meke this suggestion to you mainly in the interest
of the party discussion. For yourself, you should accept it elso out of
conesideration of your own reputation. -

Paul '.L‘emple.
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