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THE PROBLEY OF THE LADOR PARTY

——

P2ul Teunnle

PART "I,
THE STATUS OF THE LAROR PARTY WESTION IY THE PARTY

The flrst thing w’icn iteeds to bec mede clerr of the
Present nmoment is the atetus of the Lezbor Ferty quers t101 1ﬂ our
moveueat. This first Pert will be concerned Polely “ith this, end
wilth related questions o1 meuhodology, in order to r:open wne Gl
cussion in the Perty renks. :

‘l

n

Too meny comrades are under the imsression thot the
Lzbor Perty un“thﬂ is owe thet nes been "°Futl€d" in the pzriy;
Oof course it cen be reopensd snd re-gettl- ‘d, but then it wouls
81m01y be 2 .matter of r9~’fflr“iuf or rcjcctlﬂ & previously
settled" positich. Such is the sopihion. '

It 1s not true that this is the status of the que=tion.
The issue before the .conine Convention is mnot simply to recffirn,
re-zdopt or re ject un exis tiar perty document or mogition.

The Convention hrs to &20opt & Per4y position.

, - ==-="%hat! Don't we now have o Pzrty position on the
Labor Party?!"

YGS c x.d nO.
He hzve & Party policy: For thie Crestion of zn Indenen-
dent Lobor Ferty. Thst ig all vie heve, etrictly all.

That does not yet ad un to & party mosniftion on the
quection. Or to put it.in other worgs: the ei~ht vwords cbove cou-
stitute & woliticel conclusion bus wot .4 enslysis, & thcorcvaic-l
motivation, :n exnosition of our Dolaticel coproceh to Luc Libor
Pcrus'lﬂgue.

For exemple: We 30 hive
of the Rusasicyn stete. It ﬁ: contair & solution ~hich - ; 5
& thsovegicel ek lysis v Politiccl ﬁOblVLblOG for the conclus LoM
thet Ruscia is & br*- crztzc Gellrctivist exmloitetive stobe. The
conV”vfion cen either Leefflr- or re ject it ~- but there is no o ubt

no ition on ‘he e tu

L“a v

The szme iz mot true wish rﬂ"nfct to ‘the Lebor Perty
question. Only the conclusion rxists, The aocuimalel mogition does
NoY exigt, '

v It 18 the duiy of the ¢ to nresent Lo convention with
- SUCl  wosition, «ad of the gconvention to 40Dt it or ¥. ject it
© in fevor of chother. _ 437
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Page 2

~=-~ "But the Party hes & Aocumented position on the
Lebor Party; it hes e theoretical znelyeis cnd ¢ political moti-
vation!!" '

Where?

: ~-- "Why,.. in the 1938 resolution of the united SWP,
which our party carried over with it &after the split."

. - ¥Yes8, this is the only document to which the party's ores-
ent party policy cen be r-ferred, If this is pointed to as exvpress-
ing even the fundamentals of our present theoretical enalysis awnd
political motivation (even with the lecitimete proviso thet natu-

- rally it hzs. to be "broucht up to date"), then the opening remerks
¢ 0f this article sre-zt least 504 wrong. :

i~ o
e

I have nevertheless ‘'ventured those remarks hecause I do
not believe that this resolution will todey be defeunded either by
the majority of the NC as & whole or by Comrade Shachtman in parti-
culer., That 1s to sey -- it has been scrapped. And if this is not
80; I should like that fact to be made very clear. :

- The Judgment of Events on the Party Resolution | .

_ Why do-I consider it feirly safe to say that this origi—
t nal (end still formally effective) 1938 party resolution will not -
.~ e defended? ,

Primarily, for a simple‘reason: be cause it is indefensible,
It will be more then sufficient to prove the almost-complete in-
correctness of .

(4) its am lysis ‘of the political situation;

(B) its methodology snd the theoretical I ses of
its ergument; :

(€) its predictions.

Points A end C heve slready been zdmitted by Comrede
Shechtman. During the fr-tion fizht in the SWP which led to the
split, Shachtman wsde & r:port to a Minority Caucus meeting at
Stuyvesant Casino, New York, on larch 17 in which he discussed the
objective validity of fzctional points of view. He chose s his
illustrative example the »revious Labor Psrty discussion, and I
quote his hindsight on this point verbatim: (Emphasis in 211 quo-
tations is wmine unless otherwise noted. )

"I reaget to say that Temple was indubitably right
in seying thet pno resl movement existed for a Lebor Par-
ty {in 1938--PT{. Some factional viewpoints are imme-.

~dlately confirmed; others toake time. 1In the case of the
Labor Purty, 1t took one or two yesrs to prove our anal-
yinis imcorrect. ;

"The question of & Labor Party csn still be debated
-~ thet is to szy, was it correct to @dvocate it at the
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time. As for wyself, I :m ocuite willing to say thutb
Temnle wan indubitobly correct in wnalyzinz the move-
ment for a Lebor Perty.

‘ . This demonstratlon of crador is not just un incidentol
zdmisaion, As I shzll show, -the nzture of the 1938 perty resolution
was fuch thot itn sorlyasis of the vnoliticsl situztion ("proven in-
correct") was cruciel, decisive znd vitel to 1ts theorcsticel w;fh-
- od &nd to its conclusion. Tzke out of it this "proven incorrec "
&oalysis of the then rituztion, and literslly wot e seutence nor

E o phrese remoins which even purnorts Lo zive a rezson why revolu-
fg'tionary Bocinlists, thould work for the creztion of a La bor Purty.

’ This doea not settle the Labor Party quention -- far

_ from 1t, s Shachtman correctly notes. All it settles is the 1938

. regsolution itself., But this happens to be THE party document unon
which the present LP conclusion of the party is fouanded!

: A re-examinetion of this besic documént is therefore &
5“9093 ary, end 1t has tJe further gdycntore of beins dlluminating. i

-

mhe Basic Perty Resolution-on the Lazbor Pertv Question

3" This rﬁsolutioa is unknown to u:ny party membe rs “and
forrotten by most others, I muct tnﬁrefore resuvctbete it from the

Unde ddo ‘ . ' o t

The heart of this resolution is countained in one Dasnise,
%o which I wish to devote my main sttention. But in order to pre-
gent the conteuts of the resolution fairly, and in ordcr to bring
to the party's ottention the whole of the resolution which 1s sup-
I posed to be nuiding.its politiccl zction, I shell summerize the
~context in which this pessage appesrs, tosether with notes on the
wmethodoloxzy dicplayed by its formul tions.

(1) This document was 1n 1538 grfsented by the NG as &

”!kind of "rider" to the Trameitiomal Prosram then al o proponed; «nd
ite openin: vussae correctlv noints out ‘

"the lncd¢QU°CJ of t”- purely economic strunrile to solve [
even the most pressing immediate problems of  the worlkers."

Why? Bcczuse the economic decline 2nd sociel crigls cavucels out
eny strike geing ond even threatcns the union movement's existence,
The refore the tendency of the waszes to turn to political zction.

Neither hore nor -t #ny other point is the wext obvlious:
guestion asked or annwered. Eco rwomlc rction cammot solve "even the
most pressing immediate problems of the workers;" onlv politiczl.
sction can. AGREED, Bui whet kind of political : ctlon czn do
this? CAN A LASOR PARTY?

If the AW"ric ; LubOr Perty will likewise mot be eble to
do this, why usher in the resolutlon with this "radicel" phreseolony?
And if the muthors beligve that it will or cen golve the worksrs'
problemu, it would aid the dincucsion if. uHCJ would omnly vouchoafe

N . 439



= - Pace 4

us. their opinion.

z But trhere is mno znswer. There iz no attem.t ot an ans-

& ver, you understand, not ven an unaucceasful one. HNevins correct-
i 1y roised -the bosie question, the resolution opperently consldere
its concrete znplication to the Lahor Party as unnecessary. This

13 known asg winxow-qre a3l ' _

\

(2) In 1937-38, the new Labor's Non~Purulsan Leerue wes

flourishinn. ‘The rcesolution describes it as a "cyctemetic end in- o
céreapinnly determined effort to ormanize uﬂd mobilize the wolitical -
strensth of the worlkers.as o single unit." This wos true. It io S

also as true that the same dencription épplies to the present Pol-
‘1tical Action Comnittes of the AFL and CIO. Both represent sys-
tematic efforts to ormenize and-moblillze the noliticel stremath of
the workzr an cdjunctc %o the ccoitgliat politiCdl Uachin”rJ.

, But thot is nob tht'th“ enthus ic ﬂtic LP nroponents saw. S
~To them, the LIPL wcs "¢ profound uepurture from the old Gompesrs i
school of labor- politlc""-—- 10 legq -« " 1thouzh on the surfuce

f profound peonle! ) the two mey cppecr -to- be identiccl." Whet pre-

cisely was the praofund difference? It seems 1t wos this: Goupersiom

endorged this or thet foker cnd let it go ¢t thety the LNPL en- S

- dorsed this or that frker ond then se€t cbout vaten' tically or-:on-

izing the workers to vote for acid frker g & "eriend of i;bor."

Do you gee the Erofound cleas engle? ' ,

o . Yeu, in 1937~38 oty vork*lu'were once'aqcin ngheninv
1o, nheir politicul strensth. That i why the LWPL wos formed, end |
the New York ALP, &end tod 1y the labor political cetlon coumithees.
Lobor unavickened can be ndeque ately token ccre of onelection dao _
without aay specizl : pper-tus. The word n{cnine 7111 do.’ Aw:hening
% 1abor hecs to be. brlaled 4 suddled. : '

(#) There s a profound impulse -- 32yS s the resolution ==
ters _towardn coupletely 1ade>eadent poljtic i
ingulqc i3 pro-res- ivc.“. ‘

gction. It adds: TN

L An cbs olutely 1ncontrovrrtible ntdtemeﬁt. As 1nd1 putable
‘o8 Trotrky's obremwcotion that workers potriotism bused on & hotred

"of Nazisn concecls a healthy ond prosressive impulce behind 1t, .  {

_ Wote 1t conceals it, it distorts 1t, while at the some ci
time riding on the b.ck of it. Does tke choammelizztion of thin e
impulse in the femous Lobor Portdy fructify end stimulcote this pro- - o
gregcive inmpulse, or does. it too concecl cnd dintort 1t while ri- L

gdins on it back?

' No snnwer. It i evnourh to wex enthusicstlc about the
prosrensive "irpulse," The reader's cubconscious i depended upon
to bridse the P from the "pronreasive lumpulse" to the "prorress=
~ive Lobor Porty.' ) . . . : :
(4) The 1nlic¢ted réncrvotions sre made. We must head

of f the drnusr of a bourseois Third Prrity being substituted for
a. "senuine' Lobor Porty. e cdvauce the prbﬂrum of tronnitlional,
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demends "in order to fructify the o ss wovement in favor of o
L:bor Porty ¢ad !eed it in =« r‘anutlon&ry dircction.” The noriy
praeoserves its own Full or«rnis: tivarl nd politic~l indoncondonce,
We strumrle . winst ond expore the trode union burerucrocy, the
Sti:linists, ete., who went to nrovent  the cre-tion of ¢ Lobor Por-
ty.or to hezd it of towsrd ¢ Third Forty. Our porty “does not cwnd
7111 not, however, tike v oﬁ‘it'-1; 'nv reﬂwonflbllsty for uhi
Lobor pa rty." We oceupy criu101g1 o~1tion in it.

. S0 goeg the'rf,olutlon, “nd fLrtha rav'rr" on thes
coddcils rre rcssrvsd 3ince they do not not :ffect the basic PO—
tivations odvenced, ‘ . .

Some Predictions -- by "Rerlinto"

1

(5) The lo~t sentewncen: of the resolution . re notewortihy:

"In itz very es~ence the Lebor Party con prescrve
proasressive significance only during = comparctively
: ghort trantitionnl period, Thc fur the ¥ sherpeaine of the
- revolutionsry ~ituction .will 1nbvit"bly break the mhell

of the labor perty ond permit the SWP -to rally cround the

bemmer of the Fourth Intern: tlonL1 thC r€volut10ngry vine
“uord of-the»Aacrlchn proleto rlbu.

S This wes vritten five yeors nmo. A world vier hes broken
out, the U,S, h.o entered it, ¢nd vie cre novu in the midst of it.
Thin eventue ]1ty was not menJloncd in the resolvtion, or rother
only hinted ot in the prnasose quoted ~bovéc. .Does this peroaraph
now have force -- or does n~ Lebor Prety Tirst hove to be created
be fore the Lobor Prrty ides con pO"”iD¢J lone progrecaaive aicnifi-
. conce? Fuller discu-srmion of thic rnpect too I rcserve from the
y present. The pro-LP m:-jority h(vr regerved 1t rince the outbreck

of the wer. : '

(6) There :re i .uar ungunlificd predi tiovg put forward
by the '\;OlUblOO, 11 intenrel with the .seacrsl outlook of the
documents A" Shachtmon noted, =11 four viGre lOC* Lr0NT.

Prediction No. 1:

. "The further develophent of the erinis ic certain
.. to ﬂt*=v‘uA"n t“l% tcnaeﬂcy LtQ4urd 1l-bor politic-l
tion} " - -

-

A+ ¢ motter of record, the hish point of the Lcbor Porty
movernent vog p:at not Lont .nTter this vrediction won.voted to be
"eertain" by ¢ mojority of hinds, cnd the Lobor Perty novenont
nince his not gven {poroaghed it. ’ ‘ :

Prediction Ko. 23 N . . .
"Thin new woBement, reprasented by' the LNPL, wunt

be chirict rized o ¢ nt(&e in the dcvelopucat of the
lebor movement from couplete rubs:irvience to the voli-
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ticel porties of big cipitcl, to on independent party of the
workerao," _ ' ' '

But the (offici.;l) lrbor movement in toduy ot ¢ peck of
comple te subscrvicnce to the politicrl wvort £g of bily copital.
--- "But that ‘is bietuse of ‘the wor!"™ --- Yen, yca, it ir beecuse
of the war. An cnnoyiny interruption, thir war, to thz nropsr
"nteres of development™! Even lenving o1l mention of it out of the
Lebor Purty thesis cd ignoring it &¢idn't stop it from inte rferinng.

-Prediction No, 3:

"The powerfully developins trzde unions under the
conditions of o developing cerisis of erpiteliem will = -
-~ projcedt themrelves 11 the more irresistibly upon the
rocd of politiccl ntrumile cud upon tke rood of cryatcl-
lizztion into o Lobor Porty." ' '

But the trcde union burecuerscy viill oppose it? The re-
aolution hao thefinrl cnd boldert nesracying to offer,

.

fbfcdiction No.. 4:

"Neverthelenn we coh with sufficicnt CONUYLNCE DG
- . Gict thot the resi~trnes of whe burcsucricy will be bro- .

to {"{i"dWc "

The opponition of the buresucrccy 4o o rocl indcpendent
) lobor perty will be "broken" by the croused ronk srd . file, who will
> drive chead te this politicel brsck with crpitrlisn over the heeads
g Of thzir reformint leader . Thin vics the prodiction., Forbecorins to
E- rub solt into ths woudds L7 the seers, I\merely aok: Would not this

enticipoted event both require ond conntitute o "further shcrpen-

ing of the ruvolutionrry ~ituction" -- :nd to .:n epoch-moking ex-~
tent? A phenomenon such 25 17 here coufidsntly wredicted Jdocs not

hoppen every Mondey in the relrtions befvcon ke ronk znd file ond
ite reformiat lecdey~hip! C : '

- But "the further sherpinins of the ‘revolutionrry <itua-
 tion", l.e. the intenpificertion of clrnn strusrle, i.e. the deep- -
. eninn-of the vorkers' niliteney, i.e. ths prercquicite for "breck-

3 Y el N N . N ~ - n e
~ing the resintrnce of the burecucracy to & Labor Pirty"e.... vhy,

~thot 12 precinrely whot "will inevitebly brerk the clell of the
. Lobor Porty," is it not? .

4 No, thir 15 wmot o controdiction. The rinolution han un-

- wittinely blundercd into the truth of the uctter. Inrofir s the

v workers drive toviard reolly. indenendsnt clans~ politicrl cction,
CAnnofir oo they rcclly move into weking ¢ rocl politicol breck vith

ciplitoliom (ncturally, over the heedn of their roformint burecu-

¥© crucy, of course), insofir oo thir hopnens the bosis for o Labor

# - Purty is broken! ' B

' . The conditionn necennary for real inmdcpendent class poli-
ticcl rction ¢re precincly vhet noke- thc "Indepqndent Labor Prriy*

& fentony. - . - 4492
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The Lotivcotion of the Prrty's Lobor Prrity Docuuent

But thcas remsrks in the rcerolution :re miinly inci-
dentrl, The ro-olution's acin.job -- it hnd to be -- wen Lo aive
rome kind of innwer to the quention yhy' the porty wes chrmging
over from opporition to 'nd cznorure of Libor Pirty pollulCu,to
¢ pro-LP ponition., It hod t0 nrke o “tob ob o politicsl juntifico-
tion ond motivaotion, Ti- followint cerved., I quote the pnnocge :
in full: ' S '

- "At the time of our notioncl convention, we took
Cincafficicnt cccount of ths new dew lopmdits in the
lebor wmovement, enpeciclly in thoir politicel capzeto,
cond fell into the error of repectinyg brtroct Tormulas
on the gue~tion of the L-bor P riy whicn, in the lisht
of grect new developaents, had become obnolete, It in
necentcry now to recontider the quention cnd to wmcke o
redic 1 uhhn.c it cur tnetics in reaerd to the &cvol-
opinsg Lobor Party wovement. Qver asperiod of ycori WE
“have dircunrned s dcbotsd thic quc~tion wiith th~ oD=
portunirti only in bhe cb-trcct. Thrt could not be -
otherwine, becrure neitler ¢ Labor Prriy nor & formi-
dcble POVuUGnt for its crection wes saykae to be nein.
In thene Aircugdnion vwie .nov only tzo copects of thie auen- R
~ %ion -- ¢ Libor Prrty which did not exint in reality, :
~ but which the oppor i ni,tu sousht to suck out of thelr
finserns, or ¢ ponnible fully dew loped Lobor Purty nowe
‘time in the future. We.novi have to gerr our practical
cetivity towmord o _third cnd hithcrto 1n“ufflbicntly
APTRECIATED ASPACT OF THE GUESTION--- niwmely, & POWCr-
~ful wons movement in the diirection of r Labor Pirty
wihich hro not.,yet tcken ¢ clecorly defined nhope. Ve
hrve mlnzy sald thot, confronted with o fully devel-
oped Liobor Purty, bosed on the trade unions, we wiould
“toks o ponitive cttitude towerd it ond went likely
perticip:stes in it. We ore nox.coafrOﬂLed nith the nec-
en~ity of cor ratizing this rencr:l point of vicw and
of tokins o dlrcet pr rt in thc present Geveloping move-
went for & labor porty wnd of viorkiny with oll our
tfcﬂfth to nuth 1t on the rocd of findepcnde nce.

- Boiled & J, then, it onount to this: We wmust chonse our neo-
otive no*ltwon-.oz‘rd" the Lobor Pirty auentilon, rlch vian deE-
tcrmined by the rbrence of o proctical mi a3 movencat which wmdde
it & procticcl DTODl»m. No¥i there 1ig o xf:S'movcment cnd it Ao
n qucntion Of our party'c porticinction sona thore monnss 2nd
influcénecin~ their coursc.,

The Abntr:ct ﬁormulas

Our pr- vnou“"ﬂtL-L bor P rty :aclysis, vhick h:d bsen
rether fully eloborated in theoretical, -duc.tloz‘l “ad oogilte-
tioncl Gocumentn, receiver itn due mecd of notice in the ~bove
documcvit... two vords, Thens :re: "cbrtracttormulos.”

s LN
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Thun - literslly thus - were clone (o ten yeers of
theoretical ~nd politieal rrilyncs ditponed of., Outnide of vihet
I heve quotcd tre re wiap neber cnother viord writton in rivoluction
of the point of view vhich war in th: process of beiws wiven up.
Indecd Cannon went no far .in 1938 c1 to limit hisn"refutotion" of
- the conccptu he wian then cbandonin: to the czlling of then --

"scbrtroet formulas which rawmcin uncnﬂzil ‘ble from the
poinf of view of prinwimle but outorn by GVvo N,

~In ”prdnciple" on sometiing, the Lobor Pordy in resctiam ary, s

. burerucratic. atrangling of real indepcendent politic:l Cthl ~
+but thig:- 1ﬂ~ab troct-aew, -for ~-.don't you. 5ec? ~-. thcrc in wow
noon ,cnflrent for thl recctioncry qet-up. :

Whmt wers thenc "cbetroct fornulfﬂ" thich the movensnt
A:hgd held" to, ond vhich vierc <0 obviounly wusrely cbatrocet thet o

vigorous two<word cus:n tould d*"pone of it xifhout the nccennity
‘of furthrr di)cu",lon? :

Q i :

. : Popt. II of, th;" (riicle will nreﬂcnt thin viev in de-
[t;il but in. the interim I invite the re¢ader to ntudy twice over

. the cxccrpt vhich in copended at the conclusion of thin piewge.

. I% 1s & presentction in unequalled nonner by Mex Shoehtman in :

the Nevw Internctionsl of Mrrech 1935, entitled "The Problém of the

Lobor, Perty." It An roproduced for . our ovm crichives of the rvolu-

é.tion,not 1n ordcr to counterpore Shechtman to Sir chtman, but to
“0llovi the reader- to Jjudze whether’ it hcn becn dinpored of, bythe
1938 porty-renolution or atmec then, by thh appelation "sbratract”

or : bJ 1rfnor1.')T it. : . .

e The .flingin: out of "fb”tr‘ct formul;“", nowcvar,

~nerved o purpone. It mode it unnccertory to ncy "We vwers vwrong

. ¢nd Vie rre now.rcverring our porition." God forbid! I heve ri-
ready quoted Crmnon'~ dclicate wey of hondling this nituction.
Ah, but C.nnon -- %ic all know him, Well, then; Shochtman?

o Shuchtnan'" mein writien doouﬂunt on the LP qug'tlon
was {(ond 5till i) ond 1. I. article by himnelf ond Burnhon,

Ausunt 1938,  Whot did o3 hove to ooy on this point :nd on the o
forwer . porition of'the novcncnt? . e

Are e rLVcr"in” our ‘porn 1t10n, ot leent ohljﬂinf it? :
Horrid’ viorde Hé¢ corrects the horrid wiord "Ohvn:“" TO.eeeln
"fmnlifi tlon’of the tnetics purasued by the revolutionnry Morx-
igts in thin country"! Aud he noken ew rything clear in the only
other prmngme where he hondles the point: "Our anclyris was -
incomplete"{cphenin in the ori~in~1!).... "not sufficicntly - :
clear,” ..., it merely rrquircn "aupplenenting”. This wrkeo
it eany o~ ABC,. ~

.

& Beforc, we were asinnt calling for o Lobor Porty.
~ Now vic gnnlifV“ th13 -~ into rupport.

o Before, our onti-LP position wari"incouplete", locking
nowes thin~e Lockine whet?  Yhy, @ pro-LP position, noturally.
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Before, we wero clearly anainst creating o Lobor Partys
but this wasn't sufficiently elear, so to clearup the matter
we come out for creatint a Liobor Porty.

. With thin abracadabra oo their method, neither Connon
nor Shachtman, following the ntrictent lomic, found it at £11
neceasary to nay a word in criticinm of the nct of 1deas they
were in the process of rejectin; (mot "awmplifyins"!).

I havchere attempted to explain WHY such o criticiom
wans never made, never c~=nayecd., It 15 mecennery becoause thers is
an ud ergtandoble tende.cy cmong people to refuse to believe
things vwhich cppear incredible. ‘And it is almost incredibls that
the Lobor Party line of the party was sdopted, ond hon been wmain-
talned, with never, at any tims, written or spoken, o oingle viord
purporting to show why ammlyses like Shochiman's 1935 picce are
falose and mintaken. - . ' :

: We come then to this: The cnalysis made by the pro-LP
majority was "proven incorrect". The -analysis of the uinority
was "confirmed"., The theoretical motivation of the majority (as
expreoncd in itc ressolution) concisted intoto of this incorrect
anclynise. The theoretical motivation of the minprity HAS NEVER

EVEN BEEN ASSAILED (let alone Y10 being "unanseilable in principle")

Comrade Shachtuman and those who agree with him otill
have thig challenge before them. I sunmrect they take. Shachtman's-
1935 article &5 theilr mork, It i~ eight years old; let theum ex-
cmine its predictions os wiell 2o it theorye.... The party resolu-

- tion's predictions -- everyone of them frowu the first paze to

the lont-- viere proven incorrect; the pro-smnosin of 1935 can nit
benide the realities of 1943 without 2 blush. The "abstrnet for-
mulgn" must have had somethinsg, ' '

On Qverlooking Mass Movenents

I hove shown that the pro-LP majority bosed its cease,
not upon 2 criticism and revision of its previous volitical cork
cepts on the LP question, but on the clain that those previous
gonccepts had flovied pri-~rily from the lack of any mans wmovement
for- o Lebor Party; that it had sowehow failed to toke this even-
tuality into prior consideration. It would seem thiat before 1938
. 1t Junt hnd never occurred to us as even a hypothe ticel ponsi-
~ bility, let alone o reality.

) A the party resolution put it: "In therse rprevious}
dircusnions, wic sow only two anpects of the question" -- nauely,

nothing at all ntirring on the LP frout, or else a finiched Lebor .

Party; ond it was thereforc that ve overlooked adopting an otti-~
tude tovirrd any intermediate stote, ' '

- . Or as Shochtman-Burnhan put it in their 1938 New Inter-
p- National article: .

"Our Lprevious] cnelyeds was incouplete, and in
some renpects, not sufficicntly.-clear. It did not al-
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low for tis present stre of dovelopuent, in which
an undeveloped ond only pertly contcious masns novenend
cxiots and in tmrn by winrrins tendencien of projrenc
end reaction but in not vet crystallized... -In bricf,
our old position cunnot and doc s not effeetively anrver
the probienc reised bd the vrenent stase of dévelop-
nent. It ca nnot gven in theory, for the rcanson thot the
new situstion vao not clcbrly ﬂlloled for." (Lnnhrs;s

- 4n orj, jmal.)

- The reo dcr can convince himsslf that this is *he sun
total, the clpha rnd omeqe, of thelr annuer to thw Shachtman of
1935 by ¢ couranr the er*ic}'if elf, -

Thiq poleric 1 doodle -— thg ullc,u¢101 of tﬁl psculil-~ :
ar oversicht -- is not even a leritimate nistekes There ves herd-.
ly # time bcforc-1938 *hen the moverent dcbrted tie LP question .
with enother :politicsl %endency but the 't it hod to face, take
up coneretely.and ormnlyze this "third" sspect which (Shochtman
‘later told us) 1t "ncver son', We-had to. toke At up duriny the

- otay of the Trotukyiﬂts in the Secialist Party, when Labor Party
8"1tqtiQn yiag developing, ednecielly in the esdveoncinn CIO, and
the uocnglist centrictas cpnﬁ thlu up. ta‘uu..

i T IL T e e Lt

, Asd ﬁ“tuur of fpet " the 1935 crtlcle by Shachhr
vias vritten DIREETLY on thig "unforc,een" third agpsct -- 1n

: DI?ECT, explicit ancswer to the problem which the Shechtmen of
1938 blea ndlv Clalﬁud hud never crossed hiso nind' .

i { RIAAT SEMRATE L T e

In 1935 the Con*uni t Party ﬂh{ NG a its line, fromw, L
agninot to for. the creation of & Labor Prrtye. Browder nude 4 _ :
sngch explaining the chonee in line. Wac the CP, by chence, - - - X
reversing ito views on this question? Oh no, explained Browds e o
Why then the cham~e in "tectic"? Shochtuan quotes Browdor: i

\ o g " "We muast chonee our nesotive ponltion toweards o
the Lebor Porty ques tior, vhich was dsternined by the
sbnence of 2 prqctlorl sonn movement vhich mode it o

(a3

pragticnl problem, "

'Shﬂrhtn an cow aent o . . o o , -

"But it we dctcrhincd by exactly opnosite con-
siderstions ia’ 1930 “the megs novensnit vas lmleed

'fmr..I'G. ‘. o',‘ . . . . X .‘ -

Brovider, continued:
- "Now therc is. & moss movenent, ond it 1o o quen-
[a] ™ 6

tiom of our party's »orticlpation aunons the
ond influsncing thelr coursce" '

(L
T
o

_And Browder eneln:

ﬁ

i
I
;
i
L

"The ro dosn not yet exint - cler rly dofinsd
L bor Poerty wovement, There is only the berjinning
s break-rviay, within which o strus-le in going

o oI, mithin TR e 446
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on betwecn two wmein cless forcec,"
L ..'It wac on this Bpcech” that Shachtman vrote his articlc.

It 1o obvious thot the theoretical notivetion of the party recoso-
lution is -- not similer -- but identicel s two peas with Browu-
der's politicel explanction. I do not cite this ar nscesoarily
demning evidence ancinst the foruer. But converscly, the wcre
fret that it wan Browd.. Huttiny it forth did not dein it 1in
our eyes either, then, Shchtmen hed to enalyzs it ond tear it to
ghredn politically, -~ . ° . . ‘ r _

: , _One con o, further, Shachtman quoted nbove re ferred
to the "uann movement"™ for ¢ Laber Porty which cxisted in 1930.
The sdme 1935 erticlc ‘oes into the most detnlled discucjion,
howeve r, of the previous ezpcrience of the Americen revolution-
cry movement with the Lebor Purty question, in 1922-23. Shachtman
writes of this period: . . - _ o

[EE -

' "In 1922, the just orgenized. lesal communist prriy
) ~ ( the Workers Perty) put forwerd for the first time the
EEUCAS " slogan for o Lgbor Party ond leunched a criipelon o
L “realize it: The reasons for, the rew -pollcy verc four-
. fold: (1) therc wias not only a strony Lebor Porty sen-
timent cmons the Wworkeérs, but o national Fernsr*Labor
Porty, strongly supporied by wany trade union bodles,
netually existed; (2) the rallroad Brotkerhoods, to-
' jgether'with.other notional unions and farm orcenizo-
tions, had launched the Conference for Projrennive
Politicel Action in Chicoso in February 1922j...

- "Bagicr to umieratond in retroaspect than to have
perceived it at thet time, the so-colled Labor Party
novement developed slmultencounly cnd in sirnificant

“goubinctlon with the so-celled Third Party novement.
The foruer may be sunmed up as the firot post-viar rc-
fornisgt political. expression of the discontent of the
workers with ‘hc cepitalint recime. of ita two partics,
dinsaticfoction with tie honry officizl policy of "re-
ward your friends end punish your encuics," o groping
soward indsnendont vorking claso. cxpreniion on the po-
11t icnl ficld... Anzxilous to bregk with the sectuarien
paot of théir under~round cxistence, aporshensive lent
they remonin isolated from the voliticel developusnt of
the mepned, the coununints flungy thensslves into the
caupelign for a Labor Party, with o rising overcstima-
tion of its hold upon the mescern, its distinetlve clans
charecter, 1to poonibilities and its virtucs,"

This .vias o living ueng novement for o Lobor Prorty,
fully equippcd with prorrcssive "inpulses,' stron-er thon any-
thing which heo hit the. American workins clags 51066,

S a '

. AnG it weo wmalnly on the basisn of the lesgons of this
experience with a mass wovenent that the Trotckyilct wovement de-
veloped its anti-Labor Party cualysis! It nleyed the sove . role
for the movement in tuls rcspect thot the Chinense Revolution or
the An~lo-Rucpian Comaittec did in more 'ilmpor tont rerords. Yet
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comecs 1938 and cnothor upuur"c of L"bor Porty sentiucnt, and
Comrzade Shhchtnun tellc us that "we saw only two aspecto of the
question", end that we never: ”110HF¢ for this "unforeseen" devel-
opuent, not evcen in theory!.

The "Mags Movement' Theory and - the Methodolony of Opnortunlgn

All thils vould be quite us eless to-rccount if it viere
merely vater under tnﬂ bridne, But here 1o the disturbing fact:

The state of the party's noliticpl thourtht on the
Labor Porty question is nAACTLY the same: todev ag in 1938.

Trotoky said that o "ood housekceoc" does not pvrmit
cobviebs to ceccunulate in hed house, nor-dare the party permit
cobvicbs to remain in its theory., Ome may set too-used to cobwebs

‘as o rerular part of the furn uhin B . .

_ The worut theorsctlcal education our p“ftv hos €€ F Ye-
ceived vwaos the compoizn of the Lebor Party eﬁvocﬂtes to convince
it tn‘t the existence of widegpresd sentiment for o Labor Perty
sias adiquate and uafxicient recason for OUR supvort to this oin
of Labor Party or:nnization, 'and that it even made o neglineable
bagatelle of theserious ~malysis we had previoualy redﬁ,.ond ,
vhich weny contimied to “Pke, of the neanine of Lebor Perty or-

canlz "t.ion. : - :

g ﬂitnla the” rank of the party, this type cof methodbloﬁy
is trenslated in crudcr_tgrms. S RS ' '

‘ "I spoke for a Labor Pe rty in:Local Unpteen and boy,
did it o0 over bir!" - : . .

. "fo0k 2t the union resolutlons for Labor Perty. Thare's
the issue for u*'" <

"Here's o g ositive nrowosel v6 can nekc on a union
floor.," ("Dositlve" in this voc~bnlprv defines a proposel to
solve the problems ef labor which 1cr € nujb_ru of ‘then are ot
nresent rcedy to eorcnt ) ‘

The Leoor P”rty propou tion can in some @ ocd bes a

ood bolliing pnlat inc union, Since this is ¢ fecet, znd sincs
our party menb:vs cre not sectrrians, thic mekes 1t lesitinately
attrec tive to cll of usy And it is true that this etiroctive aw
vantase hes:been nore ¢ffective in convincing comradcc of the
"gcorrectneog" of the Lebor Perty policy then 211 the ctteupts at
theoretical retlonclizstion by ths supporters of it. This wethod
of aur1V1ng'n011t10ﬂl line frou tcCtiCul opportunities 1s elien
o Merxism --* 1t is of courss the methodolo:sy of opportunism --
but it hes become possible for 2 number of comradsy on this
question beeeuse it is ~iven fectltious weilsht by the kind of
arsuncntotion coployed DJ tﬂy pertJ T“GOluthﬂ cnd the political
1c"uers of ths p(rty. : S '
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The istenc: f 2 viork naso noverent for ANYTHIIG,
SO mass Suﬂtlﬁbnt for anythinsg iu,hn i“preacive fact. In dDuOlutC-
ly no cang can. 1t 01l to 'ii'vt ocur peliticel rctivities. Therc
is one thin~ it canlot do: prevent us froa esking "leoo uvntluc nt
for WEAT?" &nd beninnipnsg our enclysis with this question.

- There ic or vag workin: cl#cs meos centinment for the
wer oazinot Hitler Gerio nye On the brois of theorstical anclysis
snd politiceal unotiveations, we codopt our own =sttitudc tovizrd the
war. In the peculior vocabulary of 2 Lebor Party enthusiast, it
is not 2 "positive" one. It is. 2lso unpopular, let Ui s2ye It is
likeviige often difficult ¢nd not infrequently iupogsible to ive
an "dLQU*uC presenteotion of our view on a uniom floor. In uany
cases we heve hod %o "sit out" discussions bsaring upon if. We
trin ¢nd edept the forn and emphases of our politicel enitntion.

Thet thic sod state of affairs doeg nob’ feaze us de-
teraines the Morxist ohur"ct r of our party. Our cttitude wasc
exprcosed by Trotﬁky: '

"¢ have repested uany times that ths scientifie
characicr of oul activity consists in. the fact
adept our pro~ram not to politicel coaﬁunou ures or the
thou~ht or wood of the wasses 25 _th nocd is t‘aav, but.
vie £dopt our prorrem to the ObjCCulVo situetion ¢ iv
ig repressnted by the eowomnonic clasg structure of socicd
© tYeso Thiad pProaraue..camot bs rﬁerutooa by the viork-
ers as. o vhole, It would ™ wry nood if the vansuard
_ touli urderstand it in ths next period ¢ end ot they
o would ‘then tur: and say to the work ro, ¥'You must save
= 'Jour"*lf from frocisne'ese The Ptﬁ raistes hove a rood
srell for whet tle ~udience wonts... But that i3 not -
serious revolutionary esctivity. e must have the coursie
to be unpopuler, to sey 'You ere fools,' 'You are stu-
nid, ' 'Thoy b’trev~you...'" ’

: But after ten yeors of 32y1a* "Je Go wiot want to ses the
crenticon of. ¢ Lebor Perty" end of sriuinag why, we viere told:

"Mhore is new mgos gsentiment for ¢ Leobow x;ru,, s thet e why
WE hnve to vicat it 2lsol" ' T

Mess lioveuents erd the Notionel Quowntion -- A Case in Foint

Our cttitude on the vier is one type of liorxist recactlion
to ths szxigtence of ¢ oo sentiment., It is Cesce I, vl ro¢ 6 deen
the ~orl of thig meoos movenent to be objsctively rcactionary,and
thercefore mcrclyztrit our geils to the ef‘

fects of this ceonitivent.

We ¢e not hew to o for for enesiample of Cese I,
vhere wse desn the -oo l of the mass noveusay to b ObJCthVcli
Dro rensive, and ¢ré therciors spurrcd into cctivity by it in
order 1o push it the feoster towsrd ite vrosrsssive end.

, The NC resolution on the Netional Questien in occuniled
Eurove enilt sizes the Tact that netionel lib ration ic the basis
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of whetever there is teday 'in Europe of a viorkers' iz sg movements
That means.theat we thsre fore support this moversmt? NOT S50 TFAST]

Botvisen the focet of noas sentimsnt end the conclusion
of asupport is an entire resolut lon vhich moes from one to the
othe® by rivin: 2 theoreticel foundrtion 2nd a political moti-
vetion for three not-inconsequenticl premises for that comncl usion,
They ore: . '

(1) ‘There 1s o recl question of notionnl lile reotion in-
volved i1 the Europsan situstion todey, not Jjust
on luperizlist-conceived dennrnorile glogan, The Tro-
solution considers it nece% ary to prove this with
gome deteil. v, ’ '

(2) We¢ are for the cim of naticnal_liberatioﬁ, which if
.~ end when.achicvsd would hove o prorressive effect
. - on the cless strusmle for socielisw. The NC recos-
nizes the nesd for provins this with arcuwment, the-
oreticel considerations end noliticel am lysos

(3) The strursle for this aim is one vhich leads to
breeking the wiqrie rg ewey from cepitelicn cnl
towerd the “OOicllSt rcvolutlon.

Havin: first established the cbove,; the NC's euphusis
~upon the existence of the wusg movement in Eurcne end the ncces-
-8ity for the vannuerd's pfrt*clpatlon is 2 nodel of Bolshevik'
stroteny. And as am inst Comredss Johnson, O'Connor, etc., 1t is
trobly 1@00"tmﬂu to emphesize the sirsnificence of the Eurcpean
masy ov:mrnt inﬂovuch fafs) in. w.ords uhﬁﬂ UUbSCPlbe to Pcints 1,
2, nd 3 _ . ~

BUT on thz Labor Party...
_ ' .
hod elreely analyz % the meanin~ of
b

_Beforc 1938, v N 2 _
ed up? ~-

¢
the LOL: inpulgsa" for a Labor P(rtv thet hedc crom
No wn tta there i now another neoss impulse,

Before 1938, hed alrea&y gaid thet a Lebor Ferty
would De resctionary? -- Mo netter; 1t unever Oubuflcd to us that
unss seutiment for o Lebor Perty nicl precede 1its finished for-
. Uc..t_pol']. .

o

Bicfore 1938, we hed seld ¢ Lobor Porty would be an
obstecle te breskin: the workers eviey frowu capitalict politiso?
~-~ No nitter; their ! 11wulse' 14 vro~regsive, co the Lebor Party-
1tsclf nust be too,

o

Bsfore 1938, ve hed seid that o Lobor Partdy thet would
,rbdlly be independsnt of cepitelist politics wes en cnechronist-
3 ¢« ool telkin: point. |

ic funfﬂ iy? ~-- No notter; . it!

Bzfore 1938 we hoed snild thet it is our pucinesy Lo combe

bat the Lohor Perty illubl ons of the viork re? -- Mo matter; ve
muct not be "nerative".
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The 1938 porty resolution reprosents the present strtus
of the Lobor Perty question in the per t"u thcory -- s 1t cxints
in futhoritetive <ocuncuted form. Scrhppcd thou'h in cffect it

"wes not lon: ofter it ves pessed, ito nethololony nd cond usions
lived on, It is dee d; but it mplkubﬂbroad in the prczeg of Lebor
&ction, end perdodice 11y clenks in-a ~iven section of the current
Politicel Resolutionid It ig the zonbie regsolution of the pariy.
Whet it needs is either » soul or o steke throush its heert,

‘ , We heove o rlrht to demend . that the »ro-Lebor Prrty lerd-
ershib of the party present o documented theoreticel emd politicrl
enelysis rnd motivetion for: their position, in opn-sition to the
previosus em < alycis of the Trotokyist movenent (?s repr-=sented by
i Shach men's 1935 ¢ rticle) rnd to the pregent. enelysis of the op-
gition.in the purtv " I shnll not rurmur ct ‘the cb olutely in-
, evitable flin~in: of "pectrriem," "isoletiomist," =nd "ncr Tive"
“in the direction  of =1l points of the conpesg, proviied thrt this
exercise follows, cnd 7res not subotatute for, such & wotivetiomn.
I should Iike to reduce domevhrt the present firure of from ten
to fifteen different (2nd in half the ¢ ses, mutuclly exd udive)
hedries evolve by ¢omredes in justificotion of the Lobor Perty
1ine, for leack of 2 ncrt" "n"ly is,. o

If Comrzde Shachtnan or eny other ruthoritotive shole s-
man for the pro-Lebor Perty policy finds it posd ble to trke up
-this challenwe, this Port I +il1l have cchicved enourth of itc pur-~
pose, The gucoerdln sections of this crticle will deel Zircctly
“vwith the 2nclysis of the Lﬂbor Prrity oroblun 1taelf.

*See Pece 19 for onigsion

o s e et e e e o e o et v s e emn o ep e et et e om ome en ame e o —

Wt Gt e wmE e e e S e e G e amm et et mmt Do e ot ear e e maw e e e o ema e A e —

THE PROBLEY OF THE LABOR PARTY"
by MAX SEk4 CHTUAN

(New, Intzrnatloa 1. Morch 1935)
L 13

(The folloviint prdsentetion of th@ Merxiot positizu follovic

o detciled critique-by Shachtman of the CP's cleim thet the
"newi" exictence of a mess wmovement for o Lebor Perty requires
them tocome out for o Labor Perty £lso; 4in narticuler it fol-
lovig 2 detriled -cccount of the lessone of the 1922-23 Lrbor
Perty movenent. ) :

Whet eopecrs "9 us tu follo pleinly fron the LX)LTJQUCLu
of the past, uub”t”ﬂtl‘uu“ also by whet cen be seen inthe country
tvd"y, is the followiine Loncluu13n°

Thgrn 1J n- rJom in the prc: fnt conditicns of, thc cleoa
struﬁﬂlc for the §teble, unertificisl cxistence or & "eloss Lebor”
perty (to scy mothing of the fentestic two-cleass "class Former-Lebor
party) which is dic tinet from n third cepiteolict verty oo vell ag
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from thercvolutioncry porty °f the proletorict. The only acnu?nc
lsbor perty ic the--perty of revolutionery Merxion. oot cxpcrlfnocs
“in.this couptry--not to mentisom the expericnees in other lindgi--
shou -thaf the svolution of the PBritish Lebour nerty, nomcly, 1te
de~cnerction frow o ~reot nrotreusive forec vhich sewrreotcd ths LYe-
letariet politicslly frem the bour eolsle to e reocticnery obsteocle
to pro:rcess which tics the proletrrliet ncliticelly to the bournccloie

48 sccomnlished in the United Atrtes under conditions of crpitelist

e

declinc in ¢ for wmore telescoped period of time.

3 Mo attempt to foigt upon the Aw rican rcvolutioncry nove-
2 ment -the obsolete advice riven by Enwels to-.the Mo xist emi-rants in °
the Unitcd States of fifty yecrs anmo, ond to conclude from it thet ‘
it is our task to found e Letor perty now, is to do violence to the
whole spirit of Merxism, is to i~nors the tremendous chonses thet
heve taken place throu-~hout the world' (the Unitcd States not Cx--
cepted) in capitelism, in the labor movenent and in the revolution-
ary movement. Lovestone, for gexeuple,  ig_perfectly willin~ to stert
at exactly the point vhere En~leps left off in his lctters to Florewnce
Wischnewetzky in 1887, os if nothin - had happened since that timc!

, Thevattempt,)in‘theory end practicc, to forec the Arcricen

s workin< cless, in 1935, %5 =o throuth ¢ feithful, mechanicel repeti-
. tion of evert stave throu h vhich the British workin: class wes ob-
1i7ed to pass ot the besginnin of the century, is to reveel a ble-
tant irnorance of scicntific socislicm gnd the lovig of develomnent
. of the labor wovement. The British Lebour perty roce end wac an in-
© T disputebly procreacsive facter 1in the vorkin- class in thr period of

~ the rise of crpitelism. Not only weds it o "unique porty", e bloc of <3
or~senizations, with no pro-ram o5 1tg ovin, viith no specirl discipline,
viith liberty of axitetion for revolutlonary ~roups within it, but, '
1ike 211 the reformist pertics of the Sccond Intcrnationsl .before tho
vwiar end reserdless of how dcfectively, it contributcd to the hictor-
jcal .adveoncement of the proletariat as a cleasc. '

Conditionelly, Lenin considercd it possible cven ofter the
var to cdvisc the British comuunists to gcecl affiliction vl th it be-
cause of itz "unique" charactecr, sven thoush he cmphasizcd that prop-
erly spcekincs . it was a boursicols party af workers end not o prolc-
tarien porty. The opportunicts core eimine to mcke 1t @ "reel party
vith locnl orenizotions and ¢ pro-ren", er-ued the Communict Intcr-
notional in Lehin's tiwme, to “ercete o lar~e opportunict party vhich- ~
io to rectard the rcevelutionary developwment of the messes. If this
tendency were to succeed, the Lebour party vwould nover «fford the
socirlist orygnizetions which form pert of 1t the ri~ht to an indi-

- viduael comrunist policy, nor tot he propaetion of the revolutionory

strur-lec. It voull bind the ir frecdow of action hand end foot. It 1S
- thug evident thet no kind of srsenization .seckins to corry out @

communist policy could possible beFonm to the Labour party. It would
then becorc nececcoaery, ofter @ mast encregtic strus le anainst this
tendency, to lcove the Lebour perty end to cndeavaor to keep in touch
. Wiith the workin- .masses b uccns of incrcasin: the som:unist cctivity
in the trede unions, by ¢ techin+ thesc trade unlong from the Labour
opportunict nortics cnd persusdin thew 0 7o over dirccetly to com-
muniom”. (The I.L.P. ond the Third Interncticncl, b. 53)

. As .vhat vwiould the Ax ricén‘"Labor" porty stert: oo the Bri-
tish Labour perty of 19,6 >r or 19359 Closcr, fer closcr to the latter
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date end condition then o the former! %We w on of course 2 rrenuina.
" "Lebour party, that is, & reformiist perty, vith & reforuist prosraud,
vilth a refornict leadership, ond with the refornist unions (or ;oni-
zetimg, ndt individunls)at its brsc--ocsumine that one is to be
esteblishcd., Would such e prrty, in view of ths British experiences
and whet we know to be the situation in this country,-be of 2 kind
thet would meet the requirements for affilistionm by a revolutionary
Marxian party sct out in 1920 by Lenin? In 211 liklihood, No. In ony
©se, the attitude of the revolutisnzry pert towerds .a rgnuine, uess
"Lebor" ‘party would h:ive to be determined not by what it mey or nay
not be if and when it is formed, not by what vwe would like {0 have
it be, but by vhat it wouldbe once it ves formed. For, it is not the
‘business of the revolutionery Meorxists, cbove all in the present
Sta~e of the relatiocnshin bectuecn capiltalist disintc-ration and So-
clal reformism, to initistc or to hclp or~enize ond found 1n addi-

é? tion to thelr ovn\party another, party for the "second clapd citizens",
t  for the "backward Yiorkers", g "Lobor'party, i.24, @ third canitalist

‘party, even if composed redoninaently of workerg.

4 Wherein vwould thet ~oldén-heired dresm child common to the
£ 2oplrations of Louis Weldmon, Noraman Thomas, Jey Lovestone and Earl
£,  Brovder differ fundewmentally from.a MThird party", ooy from the 1924
LaFollette party or the Fermer-Labor party of Mimnneésota? In respect
to prearam? Leadership? compositidn? Methods? Goel? It would be in-
~terestin: to learn what the corcrete and detailed difference %5 pre-
sumed to be. in 2ll five rcopects!: - - - : : :
: Cen s . A 4 o
- Whoever hopes to establish or invent sn csscntial dif fer-
- €nce is siumply disrcgserdine the unanbiruous lesgong of the past.
£ What vas clecrly revealed wore then ten years 270 ¥ €8 no rcoson
- for pessimiswm, It vag not proved thet the workin~ c¢less ond even the
farmers nust incvitably frll under the influence of petty bourneois
~demenorues of Third portyism in the strus-le for hcremony betwcen tle
latter end the revolutionery Merxists., Not at 211! What vwies preved is
that .in the battle betueen the rcvolutionary perty emd the third cap-
1telist party f:r the supnort of the mosges who arc brecoking avay !
from the old bourmeois partics, the sloman of the "Labor" party--or
eveén the slosrsn of the "mags, claess Lebor party" (whatcver that 1g)=m
caocn mot nosscss sufficicnt clecs vitality or distinction frou th=
Third varty to make it possiblec %9 ween the nesscs away from the
I latter by means of it. That vitally importent task can only be cc-
.¢ouplished under the bannir ond on the fishtin~ prosrem of the revo-
lutianary.proletarian.party. Not, 1t ~ocs without seyins, by merc re-
I crultine compoisns, but by the concrete lecdcrchin which such o Darty
. 1o able to offer the viorkers (in contrest to the netty bourgeoic pol- .
f iticians and the trade union burcsucracy) in the course of their
k Gnily strussles for inucdiate dewmends. '

2
3
1
e

The Lebor warty -is not an abstraction; it wmust be consideread
coneretely. Asscumine thet it is formcd in the Unitcd Strteo (end itso
creation 1~ bv no wmeens e foreordeincd ccrtainty, an incvitablce stee
the Awe rieon workers mast experk ncc before they cean think of revolu-
tionary stru--le!), it is nr likely than not thet 1t vi 1l take shepe
as e directly anti-revolutionery (creo, anti-prosrcogive) party. With
& stormy forvierd march of the A rican nasnes, in the coursc of vihich

f they mey okip"stosco™ witl cven qreotcr casc ond specd then their
' Ruszian brothers, the petty bourquoic reformcrs plus, the sccid ist
- end trade union burcoucracy might conceivably form a "Labor" party
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¢ purvose of thwartin: the rrorres: of the vorkin::
seudo-rovolutionists whe arc so fronzicdly anxious
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' We spealr of sourse of a "Labor" party in ths truc scnsc of
the.word., If it docs not rreetly resomble the fantacrmesorie Just
breved out of the wiitches! cauldron of Stelinion, thet is hardly our
Fault, for such e "Lzbor" perty as-the C.P. now proposes to inflict
upon. the proletarict, ncver has been ond nover -will bc scen by Ged
or man or beast or. the elfin folk who gcé pr<tuy mcar cverythine,
"There is only onerevolutionery party," declarcs the Dsilv Worlker
(February 16), "ond thet is the communist party." So the Lebor party
will be reformisty No, 1t continues, "This docc.not.mean that the-
Labor party that the cogmunists nropose would be reformist," Then it
would be revolutionary? No, cuswers Stachel, . ths "Lobor party -ic nct
a revolutionary party" (loc. cit., p. 19). Hot revolutionary, nct
reformist! Won't this be & erceturs sompered viith which o live-
historic ichthyosaurus wouid deserve es much attenticn 2o a oporrows

. Then vhat W 11 it be?. Aceordint to Stochel a%cin, it will bo nothing

uar € or less thea "o genuihne Lebor party".. A berrel of tor would be
dearer than-a Steliniot cxplanation. And what d4s its function? It
Will, to return %o the Deily Worls r, "lead the Togscs in their
strussle for inwmediste démendde . Gomnunists will point out tec the
workere that thoir recvolutionary procrem is the furthor devcleoprent
of the minimum pclicy of. the Lobor party. They will alviaye ezdvccatc
the full revclutionery procron of the communist party". If this ~al-
inathies weans enythin~, it is thotf there is to'bs a striect divisicn
of labor: the Laborparty is to lead the vorke ro cvery*dey in thoir
strus~le fcr &ll their immcdicte demands~--that's its Job; thc C.FB.

~3s8 t5 lead the workers on the day of tte insurrcction--thot's its

Job. Whence it ip clcar that neither seéporately nor tossther: ars they
capeble of lcading the workers in any strusrle. According to Stochel,

§».16), who drips 1icht vith every drop of ink, this Laber perty,

ihich 1s not revilutionery, it is truc, but not reforuist edther,
which 1o to cxclude the trede union burcauorat;,'Sinclairj Qlg on,
the S5.P.. burcoucrocy sund even ths Lovestensites, vhich is, in o word,
somethiny we'd #ive a pretty penny to sce in ths fleph--will "rcelly
carry on theé agtrujnle for the worl ra for vane lnereascs, for ths
Workers Uncuployrent and Socisl Insurence Bill, for ths 30-hour weelr

. Without rcducticn in nay, for the nceds of the -foermers, for tk richts
of the Nerro mosses, for the rizht to orienize, strike, ctece, acinst
-the arowins wenace of wor and Fousciow"! The Lebor porty thet corricso
o
(Y

on a struzsle (and ¢ roal sne, too) ooainat wor cnd Foreedond I i
cen do all this (ena probably othor thinas as wisll), whot worlke r will
colk for morc? Whet will be his aced for the conmunist party? Whaot
indecdy » ! :
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¥ORISSION FRUL PACE 15

by thy Peliticrl Hescluticn of

1N\well illustresed b
e ond of 1041,

our lzst Netionsl Conven11 m oY

It rencets whe introductor; stotement of the 1938 regc-
lution: Eccnomic zcti'n cennot solve &he norkers' probleng; unless
the verkin cless turns +o melitic 1 uCtl o, it will be oself-
defected., This is clehorstcd in one wece of 'the FPoliticel Resolu-
tion.

All this, of course, 13 ©h¢ ccmmen stock of the wov
¢nd (exccnHt for ltm-tEI"nle y) would met with no ondouLfic
fron the leeders of tr. . FL anl CIO, who « pecivllv et presen
really keenly auire of twhe problem. (The I(tbl Trcac Jape
the viest CO'ct runs about onc erticle 2 weelk iv £y
rect point; the Wegt Coeost ""Hi)v erd ¥orker" (G C) Nes Goie ou
loudly for "indenendeat pol¢u¢0w1 cction"--by which they mue
dependently orsenized trede union sunsort to b he Roosevelt zdm
tration.) ~

cment,
n rvcn

.

So uOYL “cless politicel action is necessorv. Whet :
2 - - v
this politicel uCElOﬁf

Wle say: Socinlist politicel action zlone cen solve il
impegse of lebor. Toct ig our conclusion.

Sty the AFL cnd CIO lesderg: "Sratenstic cnd determinr.
effort oo or “eniz:s ¢ud nobilize the noliticel siru: le of tne
workers"—--benina cepltelist frekers., Thet ig their conclusion.

S0y8 the Politicel Resolution: An 1ndenendent Lobor Peruy.
That iz its conclusion. '

The Politicel Rescclution of 1941 of course mokes o
9t‘cw‘z to Justify its own conclusion og creinst the others. I gey
“of courss" becousc ne should wot meces orily exoccet this to be
donc 11 one uzic of ¢ winerszl Politicsl cegclution. This wswoncr of
Prens puﬁll_ﬂ )1 the Lobor Perty linc in 4his Cocument is le itimobo
81nce 16 should hrve the ri hs 4o onsuins thed the theoreitical foundg-

atﬁCﬂ for ity nuﬁ”*rv vievw hpa clresdy been leid in tho oricinel
1928 party Jiscussion md regolution. Only....fer from beins leid

L

there, it woo 10241d to r .

Thoere 1s wo vwhiisoey 5f o foucus "woss povecnt! for e
Leobor Perty ian the 1641 cocuucsnt, T repcet: only the e thodolo g
cnd corcliusg 15ion of wh: beosic 103K SEriy reégolution remsoin.d.
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A LAROR PAKRTY AND A LAPOK GOVEHNMENT

-

American lebor hoas undcubtedly béén pondering lrbor's situztion ard pros-
pects as it never before vweighed its politicsl end eocnomic future. Libor hos
no choice today but to plan its futurc to survive the attacks of =o ruling
class eiming to smesh or wecken the lebor mevement; end to achieve its own
salvation. But Lobor cannot think cnd conduet itsclf as, in the main, it hes
in the past. Without an indepcndent cless orientation in all respects, Labor
faces a mcnaclng future. il ) - -

Therefore, Lrbor's policy rnd progrem for tod~y.and tomorrow require n
complete social-economic-politicsl progrem versus the progrem of the Amexn con
,imperialists. The conditions have bken maturing to impel the workers inde-
pendently onto the politienl field, not necescerily on a natiornel scele by
‘1944, but possibly in importcnt instences on a loeal secle. Todoy, very large
numbers of the working cless ere ready to consider practlcally the steps neces- -
saery Lo emerge with a L:bor Party.

. Many factors entcer 1nuo a cop31der't10n of the perspective emergence cf
the Americ:n proletariat or the ‘scenc¢ &s an independent frctar. The Politicel
‘Resolution describes emd cr-lyzes the mejor .ones., "In relation to the Lsbor
Party question itself, I em indicating here some of the factors which bear
.concretely on the possibilities for & Lebor Prrty im the next period.

LENGTh CF Th-‘ WAR

1. OQur views on the warts durction nnd the form of its end, hdlp to de-
termine our political anelysis and perspectivc. Insofcr as the wer is con-
“cluded on an impericlist basis, our perspective cecopts the certainty of the
United Nontions as the 1mppr1‘llst victor. 4 conception of an indcfinite pro-
ductive cxpunsion of Americaon economy besed on e prolonged =nd indcfinite cou-
tinuation of the impericlist war would. be wrong.

The data rlrecdy shews the grest uncerteinty and instobility of americen
economy in the midst of the war itsclf (for excmple, merket fluctuations rt
every slight turn in the militory struégle cnd immedistc eontractions in pro-
duction or plons for production).

It' is desirable, from the strndpoint of evrluating more sccurstely L-bor
Party prospcects, to have a judgment on the remcining durction of the wer.
Thus, I think the wer in its European phrse will be concluded in & "short®
- span; that is, one yesr, morec or less within ﬂopths; and thrt the offeccts in
the Pacific will be sharp with respect to the g nersl torminstion of ths wer,
The eerly independent politicel transforuﬂtlon of the mosses is prediccted,
orgenizationelly, on e conception of # remaining "short® war., Indefinite pro-
longztion of the war would not retard ggggloun(nt of consciousncss of the
messes. For instunce, the lrbor lenders ship hes successfully utilized the wer
"emergeney" to sidetrack ti.. immedicte furmftion of ¢ Lzbor Portyr.

. KOLE CF U, S. IMPERILLISM !

2. The greatly shrrpcined role.of Americrn impcrinlism demestically end
internetionslly connot but effect the politicrl ccurse and fortuncs of the
American workers, as well as the peoplos of other countrics. 4;5;‘5




S oo '
On the internationol front, Americe's rolc demonstrates itsclf more’ end
more to be réectionory snd counter-revolutionary. Ameriosn.impericlism will
continue -to uss liberal phrascology wnd professed liberals to. curry out its
‘aims of subjugating ths world; hindoring the economic revivel of devastated
Europe end A51a,‘and brlnglng Lotin-4nerice complctely under- its mhlp.

"Free trade” and economic exponsion (with or without thc baloney of the
4 Freedoms) are meant primerily for the benefit of americen cepitel, whether
' put forward by Willkie &s "cconomic internastionclism” or by Roosevelt-Hull~
'ﬂls, Welles rs plein frec trode. Unimpeded by the workers either of Amcrica

',‘or_Europe; Zmerican imperielism, no{less'than Hitler, would endecvor to turn

.‘the rest of the world (industriealized but smsshed Europeén cconomy &nd rela-
. tively undeve¢opcd Asia) into z2griculturel and raw material hinterlsnds for
 America. ' '

At one time Americen workers might either heve given no ettention to tl .
course-of Americen imperialism; or might have assumed they vwould reeeive e
 nfairn share of.American super-imperialist profits and disregard the extreme
exploitation ofﬂggéir fellow workers in other lends.

Todey, Americen vworkers are wary or afrrid for themselves of Americen
cepitalism's "internetionalism" end expensionist policy. This negation of
imperialism will express itself es ltbor more widely proceeds to fight the
bosses to meintecin living stgnderds and also in & more org'nized 1mpulsion
" toward indecpendent politicrl ection.

AN UNSTLBLE ECONGMY

, 3, Americén bourgeoisie and soothseyers (linllace, et al) still make big
prcmises and offgr great hopes for an expundeu end constantly expanding eco-
nomy. No doubt lerge pumboers of the, copit: llst class ond also parts c¢f the
working class, are looking chiefly at the productive crpreities cof amcriecn
cepitalism end ate not inspecting too cercfully the controdictions of the
productive forces with the aims of copitalist production. Thus, they heve
~hopes or illusions for # rulrtively stobilized post-war ecpitaelism of some
duraticn £t lezest, Ve hove to tell the workers clecrlytis the actuul case

J

and. vhat is our 'ttltude. . .

Ourvview is that Am;ricsn geconomic stebiliz-tion «nd. an exprnded Ameri-
cen eccnomy are far less possible in the post-wer 11 period then in the peri-
od follouing ¥World War I;.cnd thet the future vill not witness a long pros-

- perity such @s preceded the 1929 debrcele.

This inercosing instebility is certrin beeruse cf the limitations for
succéssful expension ¢nd the investment of ccpitcl; the effects of techno-
logicrl developments; the uncertzinty of prcefits; ¢nd politiczn uncertein-
ties in regoard to domestic cnd world developmsnts. Moreover, ©3 Jdmerica
either endervors or finds it necessary to feed the world on a rationed basis,
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end finds it necessary to excrt military and police force to meintnin its
domination, uncertainty ond doubt will incressc mlthln the bcurgeoisie thcm—
selvss,

The prcblem of technology.clone is « first clcss heeduche for the ceopi-
talist class, precisely in rélation to lcbor, since their introduction in-
tensifies class antegonisms znd the general chcos of the cepitalist orde:.

411 thoese feetors contribute to a swift che 'nge in the pclitiesl physiog-

nomy, movement and organiz' tion of the Ameriecan working class. 4ll these ob-
4 Jective feeters, it will be srid, have been present before in greater or les-
O ser degree before the war, and yet they did nct produce a neticnal political
movement or Porsy of isbor. The distinction zmd dif ference, hcowever, is that
never have these fectors been sc greet or deep- -going; and the Second World
War and its devnstoting conseguences had not teken plece. Now let us lcok
ot the Labor Prrty question end sce how it must be epprcached in the light
of the present end devcloping ccnditions.

-

VORKERS OUTLOCK CH.NGED

It would be a misteke of first magnitude to be token in by thé fact thet
the masses don't speak up tco defiritely or sharply during. the wer itself.
Out of various consideraticns for their immediete security ond well-being,
this is understcndcble. (On the cecnomice front, the bourgecisie's "naticnal
‘unity"-is cn ccersicn drastieslly upset by the workers! pressing needs --.e.g.
coal miners, other "outleoi" strikes, ete.). There is, hcwever, a necd t¢ recog -
nize that the gep thet actuslly exists betwecn the labor leadership snd the
rank and file is much grecter end deeper than we have yet expressed -- probably
beciuse we dcn't have ell the informaticn. When  the postewer sccicl er sig de-
velops end hitg the mosses esgain, this wide gep will express itself in the
unicns and cutside the unions; among the unemplcyzd end elsewhere. 4L ccrrect
estimate cf this gap will be dccismve in the tssks the Prrty sets fgrth, en=-

gages in, end the receptlcn thcy mect ancng the woTker's.

Expressed in ancther menner, the outlcck of the broed masses of pecple
tcdey, in imericr es viell as Eurcpe, is far rewmcved progressivcly froem thot
¢f the pecple c¢f the 1914-1918 pe r1<d on all sipgnificcnt politicel cnd wed-
ncaic questicns., This means that' wido nunbors in the next pericd will, in
their cwn way, thcugh still .fer from using Sceirlist terminclogy ot sll, be
ettracted by the Sceinzlist pregrem. Will che deargogues rnd roformists sue-
ceed in side-truacking the werkers' indeperdent soeial and pclitieel wspira-
ticns again? This is cls. entirely possibla. We can, however, pertly side-
track the sidce-trackers by kniwing more surcly to whut inercrscd degrec the
vwerkers are ‘ready to nceept cur message, such as cur trersiticnrl progrem cnd
the sceinlist philosophy. -

We do not want to delude ourseclves, of course. At present, one cannot
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see the actual formation of a nstional labor party for the 1944 elections.
_The labor 1cudcr.n1p appeuars succéssfully to have scuttled its immediete for-
"metion and put over & qualiiied "support Roosevelt" pcliev. Yet this does
not decisively chunge the (ifective propegation of the Labor Darty ulObon from
_ the standpoint of developint wider consciousness for 1ndependcnt workers poli-
""" "tics. Probably, if and when & checs-up of the labor press throughout the
country is mede, we woula discover thet ¢ very considersble sentiment for &

.+ -lebor pesrty cxists.. In any event, it is nccessary to stimulsate local 1n1tla-
tive for independent pCTthlpatiOQ in the 1944 elcctions.

A YR

.

LAB'dR PARTY--A MOVEMENT - °

Be In our Party therc ere sone who still dispute about the kind of Labor
Party that con be formed todey; and who &lso objeet in prineiple to our zdvo-
cecy of such & body at all. However, more then ever, we must recognize thet ~
-whether the Lobor Perty will be more or less revolutionary, or more or le ss \
reformist, is not the qucstion.

] The Labor Party today perticulerly cennot be locked upon in = stetic
menner. The Labor Porty is not & fixed orgenization or e party thet fune-
tions like ¢ revolutioner porty or cny other individusl membership politiecl

orgenization. The Lebor Perty, while it is ~n orgrnizrtion vith a _program
and goal, is, more importantly, e process, o movement. 4s the massés, conscious-

% . ly end unconscicusly, get into motion towszrd e rcvolutloncry goal, comrrdes

E: who tulk mechenicnlly ebout the impossibility of sdvocsting e "reformist" or

E in-between party in a period of espitelist decline snd sherp fluxes, will only
%} -~ miss the boat.. This is the case even though, in the main, the immedinte and

k transitlonal demanxs that we edvoccte cen be carried through only by = revo-
lutlonuny quty. The latt r lessdn is onc th :t the masses must ond will leearn
by their experiences in cc.flict with the employers *nd the erpitclist govern-
ment. Ve are édvocatea of the Lebor Party, not only as a teetic, but bocause
we vievw the L<bor Pﬁrtv £s a nlstorlc movement uhich toduy must move toward
our lan- :

] Nor is it for us to debate any specific aspect or plan of the lcbor Prrty.
% The Labor yxrty progrrm will develoop in cccordince vith the ueVbloplng con-
g sciousncss of the masses. Thereiore, too, we c¢-nnot quibble cbout what con-
" stitutes n "mass Lebor Party™ and a mass revolutionery Perty. We are for
bo%h,' There'}s no inoomp&tibility if we sec both. the politicel movement -nd
the org(hiZations as a process, end clearly distinguish rnd visualize the
Labor Party zs a broed politicsl eurrent from which lerge numbers ccn pass »
over to our Party cnd Belp build the mass revolutionery Perty.

LABOKk PARTY MUST AL FOR PCViEKR

. 6. We must advocate thc Lobor Party with a more preeisc conception rs
to the taske of the Lnbor Party. Thus we ¢211 upon the vorkers to form o
Lebor Perty thet will eim for early Governm2ntol power in erder to resolvec
their most pressing nceds of cvery deseription. At prescnt, too, mony of
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tho edvocates of & Laber Perty -sce the .existing end potential Labor Party or-
ganizations as 2 by 4 cutfits that Llll probwblv go on for a long time in
piddling perticipation in Log=al clcctlcns ~nd p0351b1y in Uomc, States. To
see the notional possibilities of ¢ Lebor Puety in the comlng period, 1t is
necessary to understcond the effocts of the var dnd the siturtion in the post-
war psriod which will inipel the messes towerd independent polltlcal actlon.

There is implicit recbgnition of LabcrLS'rcle when Ammunition, moﬁthly
orgen of the Educ~tion:l Departmcnt of the United aute Work:rs Union, writes
thet the grectest hope for the futuro of Amneries is thet "labor is beginning
to orgnnize politiecally on a big scrle. X Ihen this "big secle™ politicel ,
5 drganlzation of labor assumes indegundent polltlcnl form, Americon labor will

‘come of age, end Ammunltlon's .hops for- Americt cﬁn become revllty. There is
not Qere wishful thinking in sach declargtions. _They gre only re¢flections of
a decp curient 1n Amerl sn lebor: seekxng.a vay out of the cconomic ¢nd poli-
tiecl dilemma. . STy :

We ourselves must first sge. the Labor Party as & party of Pover, not too
fdar-in the distonce --= ¢ resl competition of the c(pxtalists for pover. Thus,
today, (not only at election times but all the yeer round) we must center our
. work "in the Uniomns, in the factory, %n our Press townrd a Labor Party, in order

;'to distinguish ourselves in life, in practice as genulnc workers for the Lobor
Perty. Our edvocaey of eny rezl progressive development for the masses can
only redound to the politienl end ‘orgcnizeti onel prestige of the Workers Party.

A sectariin outlook on this question mcy seem revoluﬁidﬁary. "But it will only
isolate our small Workers Party--whether we have 40,000 resders of Lrbor iAction
or 100,000. The masses cen end will distinguish us from the actually folse--
. the reformists and centriats-—only if we have been in the forefront of the mass
politiecl movement, even as we endecvor to be in the forefront of,the xorkers

in their economic actions, strikes, union efforts, etc.

From the foreg01ng it follows that the Laobor: Party progrem, whatever
are its ecmponent pcorts, must as a whole be & progrem Sbttlng off the nceds
end aims of the workers from the cepitelist progrem. It is not n;cesskry here
to enter into deteil on the economic, socicl end politicrl proposcls relrting
to nctionrl end intern: tioncl nceds thtt ‘& Lobor Purty must put forwerd. Cer=-
tainly these.proposcls must include econom;c protection- opening of fectorics
closed dovn by the bosses, under workers control, ¢ vest housirg pregrem; en
' agriculturel prOgrfm' cnd d f1n1t91J & spceifie progrenm for the Negroes, sol-
diers, youth tnd women, P ri 1culvrly must ths rbturnlng young soldiers be won
to support of un 1ndcpcndent polxtlcsl movément of the vorkers. Thc importance
of the vomen, youth e&nd soldlcrs to eny workers pollticql movement is indieated

h_by the folloving flgqtcs. The number 6f wemen'ingthe trcde unions sinco the
wer hes incrersedr120C0---from 6 qurrter million to, 3,00C,000, While only

1Qp of the whcle populrtlon belong to Unloqa, 257, of the men.in the rrmcd ser-
vices ere union mpn. _ B o 460
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NEID VOR WEW IIND OF COVERILKT

* 7. Tie Lebor Party bases its main progrem end appeal on the industrial
i proletariat., Hoviever, as a necessity todey, the Labor Prrty progr.m must
be such as to appeal also te all workers and small fermers, the pelite-
bourgeoisie, ete., as against the progran of the big capitelists, Our
own members in the future must more .nd .axare find themselvesinvolved in
political action and activity of this broad scope., To assure such a
direction of our tasks, it is: necessery to conceive of the Lebor Poarty
movement as one which thinks and zims to set up a Lebor Government cond

‘workers pOwWeT, ' . '

Mobilizotion for a Lebor Party in this period in the United States
cannot be looked on merely as the projection of the messes into independ-
ent perliamentary politiesl life, Tne struggle snd movement for a Lubor
Purty brings into question the beckward, the incompetent, the class neture
of the exisling capitelist govcrnment end the need to have a new kind of
Government, a lebor governmente. It is grenmted thot a Labor Party, ence
formed, may degenerecte into parliamentarism, However, we are here concerned
with the process and besic reasons for forming a Lebor Party. As a partial
remedy for routinec parliamentarism by a Lebor Perty, our agitetion stresses

~and cells upen the messes to back up the psrliecmentery activity of the
Labor Perty through direet cetion (strikes, etc.) whenever necessarys

Whet is fundamentoal in the pempegenda for e Labor Party .is thet it
must have as its point of depsrturc for the development of the masses the
question of the ecrly formetion of a Labor Pzrty - & Perty whi-h aims to
become the Porty of power nowe. Frustretion in the movement tov .rd thet
gosl con only ‘accentuate the importance r£nd necessity for the revolution-

. ary Workers Prrtye

TRENDS

8, Even as ve visualize and work for the formation of the indeperdent
political movement of the workers, so we must also reelize thst a counter-
politicul movement, fostcred by a section of the bourgeoisie, will emerge
in the post-wsr period. Thus, we can expect the crystallization of a
feseist peliticel movement, possibly the formetien of a politieel party
of fasciem itself, indigenous to Amerisc., This would represent the
counter-movement of renction to the movement of the messes toward a Lzbor
Porty. Apert from incidental menifestations, bourgeois reformism will
be ineffective in the pest-ver period, The turn of sections of the bourg-
eoisie tewerd Right politic.l movements will incrsese, with the object of
becting down lcbor 2nd reguleting inter-capitclist reletions., It is to
be expectcd thrt a Fascist appecl will be made to cnd find goed soil amehg
returning soldi ¢rs, &nd also in the middle class, the unemapleyed and other
elements. Since we conceive of a sociel crisis in the post-wuzr pericd,
relieved only by brief pcriods of "prospcrity™ but'ef incrcasing unéertainty
for the magses, we must expect the bourgecisie to resort to more desperate
meesures of £ll kinds te muintcin their dominetions

One of 3he majer factors in relation to the propseetive role of a
Lebor Perty ‘1s mass ‘unemploym:=nt, Whzt does it mesn? The masses, first,
cannot ¢nd will not depend on the employers to sssurc thelr minimum of
existcnece The masses todey will turn insistently to the Government at
Woshington to help resolve their predicrment, It is possidle, but impro-
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turle,that in the immediszte post-war stage, the Government will resort

to the tough mecthods of Herbert Hoower and General MecArthur (who shot
¢uim the bonus merchers.) Nevertheless, concilintory or other progedure
notwithstanding, the enpitnlist reguletion of unemployed needs is going

t0 prove much harder beccuse of the enormous costs, the mounting netional
debt, ¢nd so on. Note the kick downstairs given to the National Kesources
Flaenning Borrd, whose plcn was lergely e post-war dole, for an indefinite
period. The umemployed will look tc the Government, not to the employers,
for oid in the next period, despite the hullabaloo of the Nestional Associ-
ation cof Manufrcturers, etc., thet they will teke cere of the workers and
ureapleyed efter the war through full-blown "free enterprise™ economy,

ip

iho unemployed 1ssue,;‘herefore, will tie up with our Labor Party
pLropesienda end agitztien tc a degree not even remotely parelleled here-
loicre, Capitelist government, reformist or herd-boiled, will fail the
wiriiels.  On this issue elone, the objective Pressure cf the situction
Loon iaopel the workers to a sudden, sh:rp shift and a dumping overbosard
of bcurgeois parties. 4s Trotsky has shown, grect objective pressure
¢rd necessity cen chenge overnight the politicel berckwardness of great
m1s5¢s into political consciousness, ' ‘

Thus the Labor Party issue gan fast become very resl., We must enti-
cipate this development end find wgys end mesns to prevent the labor kead-
ership from egein side-tracking the rising movement. We must not be mis-
led by the fact that the unions are not todcy voting overihelmingly “to
form a lebor party nationally, . That would be to see the formal surfece
cfily ond not the working class getting set for faster motion,

That is why, toe, we have to consider agein more certainly and con-
er«t.ly whet we went and expect of a Lebor Porty; what are its tesks and
role; end whet are or mey be our politiczl and organizationcl relations
to il. We must view the prospective development of & Labor P arty as one
of the important bridges whereby much wider numbers of the werkers cross
ovier to the revolutionery Party itself. TFor all these recons, therefore,
e Yobor Porty must Teully become the centrcl themein ell our propagendsa
‘nd Czitation for the next period. S - )

1t is necessary to add and conclude with one more ebservetion which
E£ives a significant "impulsion to the prospects for the esrlier, rather
th 1 YBeleted, formation of a nrtional Labor Party., The cn:zlysis of the
Felitierl Resolutionof the Plenum tckes particuler notice of the increased
st iificerction of economy,. increased state monopoly or nationalizetion,
or mere precisely et this stcge, the sharply inerersed rnd increasing
Stiie intervention or Government controls in the processes of production,
anteantically ond g aphierlly raises the question of the State Power,
Yhet is, whot cless is to control the powers of Governments It is, there-
or<, even more necessary now to relate the question of the L rbor Porty
te _the concept of r Labor Government in the coming period, #nd to formulste
our cornception end progr:m of the Lebor Party eccerdingly. Thus, toc, the
I'resent cheracter nnd function of eapitclism in the form of n growingly
desinant stete monopoly ctpitnlism must be presented precisely to demon-~
struale the need for the solution of the socirl erisis through Strte power

of the workera,
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THE LABOR PARTY FROGRAM ANMD THE MARXIST PROGRAM

The trensitional program ie ‘the beeie ot the cctivity of the Wbrxers
Party. . : '

The transitional progr:n aims.at mobilizing the proletariet fer the
proleterian revolution and, with:ihe develcping maturity of the prolet-
ariat, this 1s more than ever the task of the Workers Party todsy, It
~is necesscry, however, to understend the differcnces betw:een the Tran-
sitional Progrem of 1938 with the imperialist wur es a perspective, and
.the Transitionel. Progrem today when the end of the most dec1s1ve phase of
Ihe war 18 in alght. :

‘ T :

The Trvnsitional Program in 1938 was‘written when the productive forces
of smerica were more or less stegnent end the ermy of unemployed:was like
a deed weight around the neck.of the proleteriet. The program was written
et a-time when all revolutionery situations-on an- international scale -
French- sit-down, strikes:and-Spanish revelution - had feiled.. The Faseist
eounter~revolution was. firmly &n the saddle end winning new ground. :

The present ndaptation 15 written whilé e world war is reging. The
‘imporinlist -conflegration is teaching the proletariat through their bitter
blqody experiences, ‘more thoroughly then eny revolutionar& ‘organizetion
can through rgitztion «nd propeganda, The origin of Foscism, its barberism,
and its bankruptey as a solution of the proble s of society, heve beeu ex-
pOSed zo thot the most chkward cen understand. .

s The prescnt program is wrttten when experience has shown that 20 years
of Th=lien Fascism had not destroyed the herbism, vigor ond esplretions ef
the. Itollun prolctariot. ' o

The rresent program for the american proletariat is therefore written
ir ord:r to direct its maturing class conseiousness to begin'a world of -
plannirg for full emrloyment, to build a world free from went and to: meke
the 20th century the "centu 2 of the common mene”

..%ho tdvocacy of a Labor P"rty whieh will begin the reednstxagtion
of “CPlti, howzver, immedintely poses the question of the relationship
betwcen the Jarxist progrem of the W.P.’ and the progrtm outlined ebove for
a L.l.
" The W.Pe in rdvocetmg such & Lebor Party does not in cny woy mederste
its pr<p gunde end rgitetion for soeinlism and the building of a Bolshevik
orgraizntion. Digging itself into the dey to dey struggles of the masses

of the workers, .it sesks alweys in the true spirit of the Trensitiensl Pro-

cram to drow sttention to the connection 'betieen the dey-to-day struggles
ct the pcint.of production snd the scizure of these merns ef production by
the yrelet-pisat. This it shows to be the indispenséble besis for the full
cttoinment of those eims which the day to day struggles enn at best only
Purticlly realize,. ‘ .

While in the very immediate perspective the proletariat end the party
%ill be preoccupied with the problems of the war, slready the problems of
the post wer are forcing themselves on every section of the pupulation,
Here &5 exerywhere the party must take the lead, - ‘1
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THE LABOR PAKTY PROCRAS AND THR ﬂARIIBT PrOGRAM (2)

N . . s

In the present stsge and more particulerly in the immediato probable
develcepment, the class-struggle in averica is likely to offer cxoetlionel
opportunities. In its day to day agitation and in‘its press, the party,
on the basis of its conerete experiences, draws the full conclusior. war-
ranted by them. At the same time - it uses these to 'illustrste from the
lessons of history, particulearly of the last -25.years, ‘thefindamentals
of Marxist political education. s =

Yet the main political task of “the party for the next period must .be

the sgitation for a ‘Labor Party of the kind described above,: It -is im-
portant to grasp the connection between the W.P. and Labor Party programs,.
What is decisive in all political agitation is the stage of consciousness
" 6f the masses and the particular orgenizational form end directien in
which their minds are concretely moving.  In Russia in 1917 thé Bolsheviks
called for all power to tHe Soviets, organizstions led by Mensheviks and -
Social-Revolutionists., Ti . revolutionists have always been ready to ad-
vocate power to the traditional social democratic parties.. In Frunocec the .
Bolshevik-Leninists raised the slogen of a Blum-Cachin government to carry
out the demands of the masses, despite their ceaseless exposure of the
treachery of the -Sooial De§ocrgcy and the Stalinists, The Bolsheviks
have always given to these ‘mass organizations their own Bolshevik program,
since the immediate progresm of a revolutionary orgmnizetion is not their -
« property but thet ‘which they wish the masses to follow, no matter who puts

the program forward, - ~« . - : P a -

N
3

All such sgitetion, however, is legitimate and in fact not dengercus
only ff'at the szme time 'in the party press, in its gencrcl propagande and
particulorly in the education of -its membership cnd its immedicte cirecle -
of sympathizers, who hcve to edvoecte its policy, the furdcmentals of Bole
shevism &re continuously explained end adapted to the concrete situntion,
If the Labor Party is for the masses & bridge toward the revolutionary
SThugele- for power, the cgitrtion of the Workers Perty for @« Lebor Purty e
is o bridge for the more cdvenced workers 1o tho principles :of Bolshevisms:

Agitation only on the program of the W.P. rnd & slurring over or dis-
regard for*the agitotion for the L.P. is sectariznism, 4 brocd cgitution
for the L.P. which is not-done within the content -of Bolshevism must de-
generate into oppartunisr.  The concrete task of politics is to be sble
to combine the two in ¢ ccncrete ond developing situstion, It is necess:ary
in this connecticn to outline the possibilities of development of the Am-
ericen working class during the next period. - It must”be borne in mind,
first, that such is the netional end, prrticulsrly, the international sit-
uation, thet the party must now be prepared for sudden, repid end dromatie
developments in the class r*ruggle. Yet the probrbility is, berring un-
forescecble developments-.a t the lebor lesdership end the Stalinists be-
tween them will be cble to canslize th: broad feeling for independent pol-’
iticel action into an ' sctunl if somewh:st eritierl support of Roesevelt in
the 1944 clections, However, though the working class may -support Roose-—
velt, this would not alter znd msy in fact under certrin circumstances
éven accelerate its growing militancy, the consciousness of its fundementel
demands rnd its-deteérmination te seture-them. The quadrénnial presidential
election is likely to concentrete the minde 'of the prolet-rint politieally
on the electien of 1944, But immediatelythis is ‘ever the prcletarint is
likely to think far more in-terms of direcet retion until such time &5 'ano-
ther electicen approeches, Ceoncrete prediction in all thes: motters is
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ﬁound to be the merest guesswork, particularly with the world situation
as it is. The thing to do is to wateh the rapidity of the trends end

the potential explosiveness of the sithatiop and to make progrem and
policy accordingly,

Thc agitetion for a Labor Party .properly carried out must be looked .
upon’ not in the purely organizational sense "for the forming of a L.P."
but must be regarded as a major means for helping the working class to-
wards the reaslizetion of its ultimate goal.

 J.R. .JOHNSON .
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