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SOME NOTZS ON THE WORK:RS' PARTY RESULU 10N
WPHE NATIONAL QUESTION IN EUROPE"

Never before in the history of the world has the objectlive
situation been as favorabl for socialis“ revolutions &s 1t will be
in the next two years. In all the occupied countries the capitalist
classef stand exposed and condemned by their collaboration with the
Nazis. In France few believed in the continuation of the Third Re-
public even before the Germans broke through 1t Sedan -~ today abso-
lutely no one helleves in its reestablishment. The only people who
believe any semblance of the Weimar Republic can be resurcected in
Germany are & few intellectual refugees. Even in England and the -
United States thé horrible bungling and disorganization which has
characterized the war effort simply tends to deepen the lack of con-
fidence in capitalism which arose during the depression. )

But, on the positive side things are not nearly as bright.
Since 1915 the organized; consclous revolutionary movement has prob-
ably not been as weak as 1t now is. Both in Europe and in the West-
ern Block the workers either stand .aside from revolutlonary organli-
zations, or are under the influence of the Stalinlsts. They know
what they are against, but they don't know what they are for, or how

to get it.

This situation can be remedied in .one way, and in one way only.
That is for the existing revolutionary grouplets to follow a policy
of maximum flexibility in working with and through all "spontaneous-
1ly" arising workers' movements and through the trade unions (where
they exist) for the purpose of galning wide influence with the work-
ers, At the same time we must keep asolutely clear our socialist-
revolutionary program and theory. :

The above policy has nothing new or striking about it. But 1n
the face of a lot of talk about the striggle for naticnal liberation
in Europe it seems to need re-stating and re-intecpretaticn.

1. Even Dorothhy Thompson has becn able 10 grasp & lacl wnicid Scelid
to escape the framers of this Resolution when she points out that in
the overwhelming ma jority of cases the large bourgcoisie in each

country has irrevocably separated itself from the people by i1ts open
collaboration with the Nazis, both before and after the German vic-
tory, There 13 no vay in the world in which thcse gentlemcn can-

square themselves with their people after the war, least of all by
appealing to nationalist sentiments. This part of the lesson of the
Paris Commune has been learned before the insurrection and will not

even enter as a factor during it.

-
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"NATIONAL LIBFRATION™ AND THE NATIONALIST BOURGEOISIE

‘The struggle for national liberation is and always has becn
dominated by the bourgcolsic and the intelligencia, © The latier has
a particular stakc in national independence as it makes its living
to no small degrce by tes :hing the national languagc anq history,
administering and litigating in the framework of the national laws,
running the national stote machine. Under foreign domination it 1is
restericted in and elimirated from many of these spheres of activity.

A workers struggle for "national liberation", particularly in
the advanced countries of Europe tends, by its very nature, to be
subordinated to the program of the liberal bourgeoisie and 1tsfin—
telligencia. The moment 1t goes beyond specifically nationalist and
bourgeois aims and slogans, it becomes something much more than simp
ly a struggle for national liberation. Of course, the workers know
that they cannot scttle with thelr own bourgeoisie until they have
removed the foreign opprcssors But jt is preciscly the function of
soclalists to combat the extreme nationalist and patriotic aspects
of this fight.

-+ The great danger now 1s not that the mass revolutionary strug-
gle will be exterminatcd by the Nazis —- but that it will be stifled
in the "liberating" embrace of the Western Block and the Soviet
Union. The gricat donger now is that the workers, looking for any
and all support against their present oppressors will be beguilcd
into accepting and welcoming new oppressors who, ceven if they are.
not quitc as openly brutal and barbaric s their prcsent rulers, can

 be even more effective in the long run.:

COMING EVENTS CAST THEIR SHADOWS...IN GERMANY

In Germany itsclf, the workers are not likely,to have many

"3llucions about what awaits them from a complcte victory of the'’

Western Block. As we have pointed out since the war beian, the con-
viction dmong the German pcople that they would be complctely

crushed should the Allies win has been one of Hitler's trump cards

in keeping them behind him. The "unconditional surrcnder" slogan

of the Casablanca Confercencc has onc major meaning: The Western Block
wlll not treat with any revolutionary government wiich might result
from the overthrow of Hitler. They will use the demand for uncon-
ditional ~urrender to Jjustify the invasion of Germany and the subju-

- gation of a revolutionary workers'! movecment,

*In tnis conncotion 1t SHould be pointcd oult that ThAC Tramcers o1

the Resolution have suddenly made a most convenicnt discovery. This

1s that DcGaul's Committee and the governments in exile have no real
support in the most important actions of the undecrground movement.

The recason I say this 1s a %sudden" discovery is that for threce years
I have read every line written by members of the Workers Party on the

underground movement (as well as much that has becn written by others)
“and I do not recall secing a line which would indicate that the de-

clsive sections of the underground are opposed to DeGaul's Committee,
though therc has been evidence that somr sections arc independcnt of

E T
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But Sitalin has becn much less clear in his declaration of in-
tentions. It cannot be ¢ nied that much as the Eurcpcan workers may
have learmed to mistrust their domestic Stalinists, they look wlth
hope and confidence to the Sovict Union. For Germany and Eastoern
Europe this prcsents & very rcal danger. Let us ascume that Hitler
is overthrown by a mass popular movgment. The first'act of thc new
government is to offer peace to both Stalin and the Western Block on
a bosis of withdrawal to the old fro:tiers of Girmany, on the condi-
tion that the Western Block not, invade Europe, but permit the people
to work out their own political destinles. In case the Block rec-

1 jects this condition, 1t 1s very probable that the German workers

i would invite the Russian army to come in and help them hold the 1line
against the Allies. If Stalin accepts such an invitation, the armies
advance, the workers welcome it ~- scnding delegations from their
workers! and soldiers' councils to meet their Russian brothers. Al-
most at once strange and alarming things start happcening. Whercver:
thc Russian army takes over, purges commence. Instead of freely
clected and responsible councils, safe and sound Stalinist commisars

~ (Russian or German) with dictatorial powers are set up. Dissident
papers arc suppressed, and protest mettings bloodily broken up and
their instigators jailed or shot. A new trex towards the concentra-
tion camps begins -- but the workers quickly observe that the new
concentrees are not at all exclusively known and hated Nazis, but
that among them are many of the most trusted, militant and courageous
fighters of the underground movement and leaéers of the revolution.
Ae the news spreads that the Russian conduct themselves more like
Nazis then like Bolshoviks the central ~ouncil, 1f, there 1s one, de-
mands that the Russians stop thelr advance i1l "misunderstandings"
can be clearcd up. At this stage the fate of thc German revolution
will depend on the speed with which the workers can re-orient them-
gelves to Stalinism, and the speed and effectlvencss with which they
can stem the Russian tidec,*¥# ' ‘ o

e ——
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"IN THE CONQUERED COUNTRIES

Insurrections in the conquercd countrics casnot be successful
before the Nazi power disintegrates within Gormany unless thcy arc
' combincd with Allicd military offensives, Such insurrcctions will
flare up thc moment large scale landings takc place on the Continent,
or the moment Russian successes oOn the Eastern Front become great
enough to make. the end of German military power scem imminent.

- It is probable that the Polish, Greek, and Yugoslav governments

.in exile have 1ittlc or no support at home, with thc same thing be-
ing truc, though in lesser degrec, about the Norwegian, Dutch, and
Belgian ones. This 1s a deduction from the fact that the first threce

- governments were so hated when they werc in thelr own countries that

they could afford no democracy, & statcment which cannot be applicd

with the same force to the sccond three. But whcre DcGaul ls con-

cerned, we have the classical cxample of the leadershlp of the no-

- tionalist petty-bourgeoisie 1in a nationalist struggle. Onc would

- think that the framers of the Resolution would at least introduce

~ Bome factual dato to back up such a startling discovery as this:

‘ that DeGaul is without significant sup, ort, when cvery rcport from

#*
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As successful insurrections take place, the problem will be
similar. As the Nazis withdraw, the conqucrcd peoples wclcome in
the soldicrs of the United Nations. The Western Block has been pre-
paring and maintaining armics under the control of the "governments!
in exile for this specific purpose. Thesc armies will probably form
the spearheads of advance -- cach into its ovn country, closcly nc-
companicd with or followed by British and/or American troops. As
long as the Germans offer actlve resistance, the workcrs will no
doubt welcome thelr "liberators", even i’ transition or workers gov-
ernments have already been organized, st :

A~

gvery sourcec indicates the contrary. It is to be feared that the
framers of the Resolution have no factual data with which to back
up this statcement. They have, 1t seems, slmply substituted the wish’
for the reality, because if the reality is held firmly in view, 1t
becomes evidcnt that the collaboration of revolutionists in a.nfilon-
alist movement is fraught with all kinds of dangers and difficultics
into the nature of which 1t is very convenlent for the framcrs of
this Resolution not to probe too deeply. '

a

*¥* or couréé, if Hitlcr should be overthrown bj the "right"pcople,

and 1f these people showed themselves subservient to the Westarn
Block and able to control thelr own workers, "unconditlonal surrender®
could be forgotten. It has tecth only against workers' government,

or a transitional one. . :

Wi » ' ~ ' o ’ -

It goes without saying that the employment by Stalin of his army
for such purposcs in the advanced counctries of .Western Europc will
be frought with no less danger for the bureaucracy  than the similar
employment of British and Amcrican troops for the bourgeolsic.

e
It should be noted that 1t is most improbable that the insur-

rectionary workers will be ablec to establish centrnl "national® pov-
ernments for some time. The atomization and disorganization ol the
prolctariat ag well as of the 0ld natiorn~1l state machines by the
Nazis will, once they are gonc, mcan that there will be no central
State machines for the workers to seize and crush. The workcrs!
councils will be, at most, citywide or on a district basis. It will
takc quite a while for thcse to draw together, to cstablish contact
with each other, and finally to throw up any kind of national orsani-
zation. This process will be particularly difficult duec to the fact
that (perhaps aside from the stalinists) there are no well organized
political partics on a national scale,
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It is at this stnge that tl governments in exile and thelr armies

- will play thelr 1iabolical role. They will be the only central au-
thority on hand. They will have been legltimatized & priori by the
Allies. The cfforts to liquidate the loecal workcrs' councils, to
suppress revolutionary workers democracy, to lnsurc and maintalin the
vested property rights of the bourgeolsie will be portrayed to the
Allied soldiers as efforts to cgtablish "law and order" agalinst wild
and irresponsible elements. (Without 2 doubt thesc wlll be described
as "pro-Nazi' bands.) Without the cstablishment of some such native
government, of some fiction of legality, it will be extremcly diffl-
cult to order the war-weary English and American (and Russian) troops
to fire on the populations of the "liberated" natlons.

These designs of the rulers of the Allied natlons will be
greatly facilitated if, in the initial stages, the workers themselves
in these countrics are decelved into welcoming Anglo-American or
Russion intervention. If, on the other hand, thesc workers from the
very beginning reject the tgovernments" in cxlle, make it plain to
the Allies and thelr armies that they accept thelr help only agolnst
the Nazis but that they want no armles quartered on them, 1t will be
much more difficult to start any monkey business. ;

It is for this reason that all our efforts must be directed, at
the present time, not-to. throw fuel on the nationalist movement for
"national liberation", but to throw cold water on all the illusions
which are unavoidably crcated by such a movenent. But if we merely
act as a fire department against wrong i1deas, we will not get far.

We must be the fire-bugs of the positive ideas of socialist revolu-
tion, and particularly, in this context, of the fighi for a Bocilalist
Unitcd States of Europe. None of us who are not living in France or
onc of the othcr occupled countries can know cxactly how much the
thinking of thc masses thcre hos been able to rise over the level of
thelr immediate trials and thelr dcsire for revenge. But Just as in
this country cvery passing week of the war puts the problems of post-
war organization increasingly before the workers, so, the workers of
bleeding Europc must be growing ncver more alert to what the collapsc
of the Nazli power will bring in its wake. '

THE TIME IS NOW!

1t is absolutely essential for t ¢ revolutionary movement both
here and in Europe to understand that the war against Hitler Germony
will not last beyond the fall of 1944. To work now as 1f we hnve
"two, three or more years ahead of us in which to fight for national
liberation, in which to consolidate and develop the revolutionary
cadres through a slow proccesscs of assinilation and cducation is to
court disaster. o ’

: In America, the workecrs are on.the march now. In Europe it 1s
now that we -must differentiate oursclves clearly from all bourgcolis-
nationalist clements and above all from the Stalinists. It is now
that we must act with the utmost audaclty in spreading our ideas
among the workers -- 1n putting the face of the party before them --
in attracting to us all those revolutionists who have been timid and
despondent in the last few years and those advanced workers whose
experiences arc impelling them on the rcvolutionary road., {365
R
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‘W are just two ycars too late with our attention to the prob-
len of national liberation in Europe. In 1940, 1941, and 1942, when
1t scemed that the Nazis had a good chance to censolidate their Euro-
pean conquest for some time, the struggle fov national liberation

‘was the highest possiblce cxpression of the rcevolutlonary aspirations
of the magsscs. The Nazis werc the most imncdiate, brutal and power-
ful oppressors, and any fight for better conditions or for frcedon
1tsclf had to be waged against them. In this fight it was aqulite
right for the workers to join with all other clements of the popu-
lation who wished to throw off the Nazi yoke. It was obviously the
height of folly to spcak of fighting for soclalism, or even for civil
liberties or better economic conditions, when the only way in wiich
any of these objectives could he even approached was by throwing out
the Nazis bag and baggage. R

. B B ARSI T S A . Se——

At that time the strength of the German war machine and the
nilitary weakness as vell as political vacillations of its oppcnents
gave the "New Order" an appearance of strcngth and solidity which
was completely lacking in the "Democratic® camp. Say what you nay,
at least the Nazis had a "plan'" for the organization of Europe which
was much more dcfinite and, in nany woys, much more "recasonnble" and
"practical® than anything the Western Block has been able to think
up to datec. , ‘ .

But if anything is clear today, it is that the "New Order"
has no chance of ever beconing consolidated. In practice, as & war-
cconony, it has been unable to glve the people of Europe anything
“but misery and starvation, coupled with a complcte denial of all
human rights, whether democratic or othcrwisc. Further, and this
must be cven plainer to every worker within Europe than it is to us
at this distance, thc whole Nazi war cconony is falling apart fron
“ingide even more rapidly than the Axls armics arc being battered to
pieces by their foes. Nothing but such a disintegration can explain
“such things, for instance, as the catastrophic deccline of German air
"power in thc last few nonths. ' -

Now that it is clear to all that the Nazi arc on thelir vy
out, that thcy can't possibly last beyond the fall of next ycar, the
point of departurc as well as. thc perspective of the strugalc or the
peoplc of Europec is undergoing a rapid change. The battle against
the Nazis is no longer the desperate, hopeless kind of strugslc the
nmain objcct of which is a small measurc of revenge anc the rctention
of one's own feeling of human dignity a:.1 sclf rcspect, or mercly tae
blind lashings out asainst intolerable brutalities and provocations.
The end of the Nazis is now in sight, and cvery consclous worker
(and certainly cvery conscious capitalist) is acking himsclf: "after
the Nazis -- what then?!

Our isolation from Europe, from the conditions which confront
workers in fascist countries, is pitifully cxposcd in the progran-
natic henrt of the Workers Party Resolution on the Naticinal Question
in Europe which rcads: "...it (Fascisn) tends to replacc at the top
of thc order of the dny the direcct struggle for social democracy
(socinlism) by the struggle for formal or political democracy,. or
for s;ccific demands in the program of formal dcuocracy'. The slo-
gans of "formal dcmocracy" were the advancing slogans of the workers
“during the period of gxpanding capitallism -- not during the period
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of its decny! Then it was possible to wring concesasions fron the
bosses because thoy could afford to give then. For yecars we have
been pointing out that those who raise thesc "purcly denocratic®
slogans as thc major oncs in our oWn country arc fighting a vear-
guard action against advancing fascisn -- and that the only way in
which to go over to the attack 1s with the slogans of soclalism.
Certainly, we are ready to fight rearpuard actions when necessary —-
but once fascisn has been established thnt kind of a fight 1s simply
irrclevant -- and every worker under fasclsm knows it! Such denmands
arc not even transitional oncs as ccononic and political frecedon 1is
go obviously and blatantly incompatible with fasclsn that to demand
1t without dcmanding the total overthrow of totalitarianism is:to act
l1ike a man who 1s being hanged who demands that the ropc not be per-
nitted to pinch the skin on his neck.

The fight for thesc "democratic" libertics can, fron now on,

. be confucted only as 2 part of the fight for power, in the very rcal

., and concretc sensc of the term. That is, civil and political liberty

cannot be won in the course of a long-term gradual and "normal" de-

velopment of the social conflict as it was won in the eightecnth

and ninctecnth .centurics. Civil and political libertics can only

. come into bcing from now onm when the proletarian-revolutionary fight
for power has reached such a stage that the bourgscoisic no longcer

has thc strength to deny thesec rights.

NATIVE EASGISM’AND FASCISM IV CONQUERED COUNTRIES

The Resolution describes the barbarile naturce of Nazi rule in
the conquered countries, spcaks of the "Growth of Reslstance to
Hitler',thon discusses the "Movcmcntis of Indepcndence". In Zgeneral,
throughout the Resolution, there is no clear distinctlon betvcen the
struggle against fascism in the countries wheére 1t reprcsents . nmass
movement -- where it took power by "peaceful® means -- where its
power is exercized by "native fasclsts, and the strugzlc in the
countrics waich have bcen conquercd by the former, where frsclst
rulé is, so to spcak, something extcrn~l, inmposcl by foreigners.

Yot this is one of the key questions to which the Resolutlon
ghould have addresscd itself. Whatever thc extent of thelr political
1deological dgvelopnent might be, the fight of the pcoplc in a con-
quercé country cannot be dircetly for the selzurc of powcr, for the
dictatorship of the proletariat, as it can in a free country. In a
conquercd country the source of state power is beyond the rcach of
the local population. As long &s the conqueror has the support of
his ovn pcople at nhome and sufficlent nilitary forces at his command,
he can put down any rcbelllion  within a conquercd country. It is im-
possible for the revolutionary masscs to bring the exccutive of the
state power (the army) over to thelr nidec, as its greatest masscs
¢ arc within the "mother" country, and 2an be shippcd in for counter-
¢ - revolutlonary purposcs at any tinc. ]

But this is not a situation which precvails in any specific or
more concentratcd form under fascist domination than under that of
democratic capitalist countries., It 1s the problenm with which cvery
conguered country is faced. That 1s why in cvery conqucred country
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the the revolutionists rnust be for thoe withdrawal of the foreisn
oppressor (for "nationnl lihceatica®). About this there should and
can be no arguncnt. The "only" points on which therc should and be
no argumnint. The "only" points on which there can be differences of |
opinion wnong revolutionists arc thosc dealing with the orpganization-
al forms of the struggle, the ideologlcs L and progrannatic position
of the proletarian rovolutionists within the struggle, the long
range poersnective with which they operate. t
In this rcspret, the Resolution scens, from time to tine, to
be approaching a curiart and cicnr position. But the positlon never
sccns quite to get iiaslf ecncrctized, quite to clear itseclf of an-
biguities and eveasions! : : A :

A GOOD START WUICH LEaAD3...NOWHERE

The work:. i3 class movenent, the Resolution says, has been dis-
couraged, diepursed and atonilzed by the Nazl invasion. The norec con-
scious workers cnter the strugsle for national liberation, in which
they have only onc thing in conmon with meibers of the other social
classes who are also in tuis movenent -- and that is-the deslrc to
drive out the invader. .

"It would", says thc Resolutlon, "be & gross crror to conccive
of the ‘underground! novecments &s 'classless' or politically uniform.
In the first place, it is norc accurate to speak not of a movemcnt
but of movenents, not of a group but of groups...cvery political
curcent,..is represcnted in the general ovenment in varying degrecs
of strength and popularity... Each political current secks to as-
scrible wider sections of the population...around its progran and its
organization.and...to acquirc political and orgnnizational lecader-
ship. ovcr the underground novemncnt as prelininary for leadership

~over the people ags a wholc." . :

The Resolution goes on: "...the workcrs in thce underzround
rniovenent...are not striving for national frecedrn nnd nothiug clse,
that is, for a return of the status quo ante bellun, that is, for
the Poland, the France, the Yugoslavia, the Grecce of August, 1939...
the Masscs want to be rid of foreign rule in order that, undcr condl-
tions of national indepcndence, they may be able to put their native
capitalist class 'in its place!. Wide diffcrences undouvtedly exist
anong the nasses as to what the future !plnce' of the French, Polish,
Yugoslav, Greek, Dutch, etc., capitalist classcs should PCess™

So far so good. To a rcvolutlonary Marxist, the ccnclusions
to be drawn fron the above arc, or should be, sclf-cvident. The
foreign oppressor rust bethrown out, agreced. Thourh "everybody"
in the conquecrcd countrics is for throwing him out, this ricans no
nore from an organizational and ideological-progranuatic point of
view than the fact that, in our country, "ecverybody" is against nass
unenployncnt and too great poverty. There is not & novercnt, but
novenents, not a group, but groups. Some of these are Stalinlst,
goric inperinlist, sonmc Fascist, and, we hope, soric revolutionary
socialist. As thesc factions and clagses arc contending for hege-
rnony over the whole movement, it ig assumcd that the revolutlonists
arc fighting for the hegenony of their prograrn, their ideology. As
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all are agrecd that the Germins must go, there 1s no use agitating
anyonc, oursclves least of all, on this scorc. The fight against
‘the Germen terro:, against reprisals, the shooting of hostages, the
starvotion of millions, and, above all, the fight for the hearts
and minds of the rank and file German soldicrs -- this fight can be
carricd on in thc broadest kind of united front. ,

But the fight inside the underground, for hegemony within .
1t -- what of that? If the masses alrcady fecl that what they want
is not the 0ld rule of 1939, they rwust themselves, even without the
nid of consclous Marxists, be struggling within the novenent against
the Stalinists and bourgeoisie. And what aid do we glve them? How
do we clarify the i1ssue, make clear to them who are real friends and

. who enemles, what to cxpect the moment the Germans are out? We come
to then, 1t sceems, in the ¢ nmor of 1943, when the obvious tottering
of the Germans puts this struggle for hegemony and political clarity

_at the very "top of the 1list", to tcll them that we are 100% for
national liberation and self-determination, that the struggle nmow
nust be for "formal" denmocratic rights, etc., etc.

Under the section of the Resolution entitled "What is to be
Done" we should have the right to expect the specific progran oi ac-
tion which 1s to-be followed., Nothing of the kind appears. Insteac,
we read: "The aim of this (thec nationalist) novement...is a Just
Onc..... As at present constituted, it is for th.: most part a genu-~
*  1incly popular and democratic moverent ... This movenment 1s the only
- serious nass nmovenent in Europe today, and it is inpossible for the
I  otherwisc completely isolated revolutionary Marxists to establish
. contact with the masses without beconing part and parcel of this
movenent". Etc., ctc. (Emphasis ning) :

So, it 1s no longer "moverents", it is now "a movenent". This
nay look like a pretty small-goge kind of criticism. After all we
specak of the "socialist movenment", though everyonc knows of the di-
visions within 1t, and of the bitterness of ideologlcal and organi-
zational st uggle anong then. Yet, it is often by what 1s omitt:d,
or by the erphasis.and vigor of language cmployed that we can geu a
better 1dea of the truc dirceetion of the wind than by what is ex-
plicitly statcd and laboriously explair:cd.. The wrole emphasis here
1s on getting into the "movenent", working for it: asplrations, not
beconing isolatcd fronm it, Over and-.over again we hear that wc must
be for national liberation -- that this and some "formal' democratic
denands —- and not specifically soclalist education, clarification,
& gocialigt progran —- is on the "order of thc day'.

ECONOMIC DEMANDS AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE STATE

Under the heading "A Marxist Progran" wec come, at - long last,
to the part Marxist rcvolutionists arc to play. They must demand
that "progressively bolder ccononic demands for the workers" be a
part of the progran of the "national movenent". But the fact 1is
that in France and the other conquercd nations the demands for bet-
ter econonic conditions cannot be ma‘e against the "national bour-
gcolsie!", as thesc arc completely dominated by the Geraans. Wages,
hours, conditions of work, rations, -- all these are cCeternined by
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the occupying authorities. Just as the strugsle of thc Amcricon
workers Tor better conditions becones o struggle not against this or
that enploycr, but against the State itself, so ln an occuplecd coun-
try the struggle has reality only when i4 is concucted against the
foregin adninistration. Tals is a fund nental weakness of the Reso-
lution - : its franers have failcd to understand that the rise of

fascisn, or the existonce of foreign conquest on the fascist model
does pose before the workers dircctly the struzsle against the State.

‘We are warned azainst falling into the 1934 Stalinist fallacy of pro-

claiming that the ris- of Fascisn will bring the revolutionary strug~
gle for power to a head. The nistake the Stalinists nade was that
they failed to realize that fascism would.and could crush out the
workers organizations -- that it could maintain itself by & conbina-
tion of ideological, econonic, and political forces for a long, long
time. But there is another side to fasclsn -- both wh a1 it rules in
its own country and abroad. It so orgonizes the bourg:olsile into
the State that it clcars thc consciousncss of the working class of
the grecatest and most fatal confusion to which it is subject -- the
1llusion that the State is sonsthing seperatc and diffcrent fron the
bourgeoisie and their econonic systen. Under fascisn, in Gernany
and in the conquered countrics, the workers sce clearly that the

-Statc scts theilr wages, opprcsscs then in every way. If they under-

stand anything, they understand that they can frec thenselves only
by procceding agzainst the State power. Even if the action they take
gecms to be sinilar to the forms of struggle in capitalist denocra-
cies (i.c., plont-wide or ipdustey-wide strikes, slow-downs, sabo-
tage, ctc.) they know that 1ts only hope of success is not that it
will wring. o conccssion fron the owners of the given factory or in-
custry, but that it will exert enough ccononic prcssurc to wring a
concession from the State. (Let anyone deny this is the face of the
fight of the U.M.W. in this country, where the econonic and political
forns of fasclsn are just crystallizing!) Every struggle brings
them, not agninst company thugs, but sciarely against the arned
power of the State. - :

In this sense, and in this context, cvery strike bccones, in
fact, a small insurrection aiainst the State. The gap between the
"imnediate™ demands and the struggle for power is greatly reduced.
Speclfic econonic struggle can only be justified in a perspective

 of revolutionary strugzle against the State. Pork-chop unionisn

is a lot deader than the Dodo. :

WHAT THE WORKERS "WANT" ... AND WHAT THEY GET

The Resolution contains one other fundanental fallacy, which
is closely connecctcd with the one exposcd above. This is the idea
that the workers in Europe will "want" a more or lcss long interlude
of bourgeois democratic rule within the borders of their own "na-
tional statecs", and that thereforc the slogan for a Soclalist United
Siagos of Europe will only serve to put then in opposition to So-
clalisri. ‘ T
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A, "NATIONAL STATES" WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

When we speak of national sclf-determination, of the right of

‘nations to indepcendent existence, Jjust how do we definc a "nation"?

Surely we cannot simply mean that we arc for the recstablishnent of
the post~Versailles boundaries -- thosc boundaries which were dic-
tated by the power-political intcrests of the ruling classes which
won the First World War. Surely we cannot demand that sonec new
partition take place along more truly "ethnic" lines -- when all
population experts agrece that the people of Europec are so inter-
penetrated in the national shatte - -zones that no clear division is

' possible,

Ags the framers of the Resoluulon have taken pains to denounce
the o0ld boundaries of Europe, it might seem, on the surface, that
their position in this respect is clear. But here again, as at so
many other points, the truc programmatic effect of the resolution
is 1lluminated nmore by the silences than by the assertions. At no
point does the Resolution bother to sp cify Jjust what it neans by
a "national state" in Europc. Nowhere does it say what will be the
boundaries of the "soverign states" which the workers allegedly want
before they will want to have them federated., It is crbarrassing
even to have to talk about sonmecthing which should be as clecmentary
as thisg, From time to time in the rcsolution we sec reference to
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Greece, or to the "atlonal bour-

- geolsic" of these countrics. Try as you may, you cannot escape the

conclusion that when the Resolution speaks of ™mational liberation"
from the Gernans, or of "soverign states" it implies either a re-
constitution of precisely thesc states, or if not that, it sinply
has evaded the question. But we know that the framers of thc Reso-
lution agreed that Czcchoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia, ctc., were
themselves "internal imperialismsﬁ, that where thesc¢ are concerned
the borders of the State and of the Natlon are far from co-exten-
slve. We know that they wore hot the last to analyze the role which
the rovements for national sclf-deternination within these Statcs
played in the Nazi conquest. But why then this silence, tiis thun-
dering silence, about something which nust be wracking the under-
ground movement against the Nazis at this very moment? The answer
is slmplce -- too simple. As thce whole purposc and cmphasis.of the
Resolution is to direct the workers towards the "national®' strugsle

‘rather than toward thc socilalist fight for hegenony within the na-

tional movement, it simply becomes inconvenient to.deal with these
ticklish problems. The only way in which we can cone to grips with
this whole problcm of national self-determination, both idcological-
1y and practically, is with the slogan of the socialist Unitecd

States of Europec.

The framers of the Resolution do not scenm to have nmade the at-
tenmpt, cven for a noment, to think th...selves into the position of,
sy, a Czech worker who is trying to follow the linc of their reso-
lution. Asg long as he dlscusscs with his fellows ways and rieans of
gctting the Germans out, he would have no difficultics. But the
nonent the question turns to the re-constitution of Czechoslovakia
as a free "goverign state", he would scarch the rcsolution in vain
for o guide to his policy. Likely as not, his fellow worker in the

‘underground would be a Slovak, a Ruthenian, or even a Sudeten Ger-

man., - Unless these workers arc exceptionally dumb, it would be clear
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to all of them that Czechia, Ruthcnia, Slovakia, or.the Sucdeten
arcas :ould never hope to be "independent, sovericn states". Our
hypothetical Czech comrade who is trying to follow the resolution
would be able to do one of two things: cither gracefully absent
himself from such a discusgsion, or argue for ... & Socialist Unitcd
States of Europel! :

Here lies the crux of the problem. The fight to oust the

‘Nazis 1s not necessarily a fight for national liberation, national

self-determination, in the same scnsc as werc the strugsles of the
19th and first decades of the 20th centuries. Europec has since
then gone through a perioc of extrene disillusionnent with nation-
alisn. In the nationalist and raocist theories of Nazisn an? Fu-
scisn the whole of Europe has scen the horrors walch result fron
nationalism carricd to its uliimate logical cextrene. As if to in-
press this lesson indelibly on their ninds, they have scen in addi-
tion thc petty bickerings nndé national jealousies of all the Euro-
pean cou:..trics contribute as much to Nazi success as the superb
orgonization of the 150 divisions of the Wchrnocht.

‘Nazism has probably donc nore to break down the nationalist
11lusions of the workers of Europe than anything clse could have
donc. In the International Brigades in Spain we have already scen
a consclousness of common problems ond common foes which was strong
cnough to impel men of all nations to lay down their lives torcther
for sonmething nore than notional frceedom. The nillions of workers

"from all lands thrown.together in the factorics and on the farns of

Gernany have undoubtedly gained a ncw vision of the conmon lot of all
working pcople which cuts across natiocinl lines. Despitc this de-
velopnent of nationalisn in Russia, and despite the nany illusions
assoclated,with Stalinist "internationalisn" in all countries, the
Tact is that millions of people hgve cone to look to-Russia (in a
very 1dealistic and symbolic way, to be sure, but symbolisn is at
least 60% of nationalisn) as their rcal fatherland, not becouse it

i1s Russian, but tecause they think it is Socialist. ‘

B. THE REVOLUTIONARY STABILIZATION OF THE BOUREOISIE

Aside from the question of the arsas in which these soverign,
fornmal, bourgecois democratic regimcs arc to hold sway, is the ques-
tion whetlhier they will hold sway anywhere. Of course, it would be
folly to belicve that the nmoment the Nazis are out, the workers
will forn nation-wide councils whicli will procced to establish the
socialist powcr. It 1s most vrobable that transitional governuonts
of -a petty-bourgecois nature will bc formed. But tiis will oaly be
so if the pressure of the workers' councils is such that it is in- .
possible to form national-authoritarion rcogines. It is not thot the
workers crave democracy above all eclsc and are suspicious of '"social-
ist authoritarianisni'.. '

Denncracy.- of any kind can exist fron now on only as a rosult
(1) of a scizure of powcr by the workers, or (2) of such a balence
of power that the bourgecoisie has no altcrnative but to grant de-
nocracy becausc it 1s too weak to do anything; c¢lsc. (Why in the
world did the Kerensky regime "givel as nuch Jenocracy as it CLQ?
Sinply becausc when it tried to introducc the "strong man", Kornilov,
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the workers licked the pants off 1it.) REE

~But 1t 1is elcrnentary that such a balance cannot last beyond
a very, very short time. The Resolution seems to uncerstand this,
but then it turns out that it doesn't.

v "But there 1s no rcason to belicve that ‘the 'democratic in-
terval' will or can be more than an interval ... . If ... bour-
geoig dermocracy proved unable to solve any scrious problen in Ger-
many and was so sickly that it could not last out fifteen years,
there are no grounds for belicving that in the post-war crisis

- bourgeols denmocracy will prove to be stronger and more viable,.."

In Spain, we are given to understand by infercnce, it will
be "less than" two:and 2 half years, and i. other countrics sinilar-
‘ly. Vhat audncity -- what revolutione:s optinmism! It scens that
we are not talking of transitional governments in a revolutionary
period (Kerensky lasted Jjust six months!) but rcally "of a bourgceois
stabilization lasting from two and a half to fifteen years!

. We have already seen that the Rcsolution belicves that "the
nasses want to be rid of foreign rule in order that, under condi-
- tions of national independence, they may be able to put their na-
tive capitalist class in its placé". Later it spcaks of power lying
Ain the strects, of the dual power in the factories, of armed workers
reslsting thelr disarmament. Is there anyonc, vho will scriougly
-eontend that such a state of affairs can last for one year -- leave
alone fiftcen? o

, Yes, apparently there is. Here asain 1t may be charged that
an erbellishnent of literary style has been inflated into a contra-
diction. . But the test of the truc siznificnnce of any theory lies
not in its verbal formulations and labored explanations - but in the

~practice, the program which flows from it. The progron here is one
of democratic demands, frce speech, frec press, free organization --
and above all national indepcndence. This progran is not derived
from & close study of what is taking place when the power -lics in

.the streets, when therc is dual powcr in the presence of armed work-
ers -~ because thesc things characterize a prolctarian-revolutionnry
gltuation in which only socialist revolutionary slogons and stratepy
are admissible. This prograp can only be Jjustified if we are cperat-
%gg wit? a perspeective of two to fifteen years of bourgeois dernocrat-

c rulel

: In this connection, it sheuld be dded that whether the nasscs
consciously want to "proceed directly to the establishment of on
'authoritarian' socialist, prolctarian governnent® or not 1s cone
pletely beside the point., As a matter of fact, putting the dynanic
of the reovolutionary strusgle in torms of the rasses desire for o
‘soclalist (why authoritarian is beyond nme) reginer is, as Runyon
would scy, strictly the old phonus-balonus. Did the Russian Revolu-
tion succeed bceause the workers "wanted" to "proceed dircetly! to
such o reglme? It succceded, and the Europesn revolution chul suce
cecd beeause the dialectic of the struggle itself forced the woerkers
to take power because only in that way could they have peace, bread,
‘and freedom. They found, and that very rapidly, that the regine of
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"fornal democracy" which they had erectcd on the ruins of Czarisn
could give them nothing, and constantly tended to convert itself
into a regime of dictatorship. From thc noment the Nazis are out
the existence of the dual power will prsduce the same dynanicl

TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE |

The Resolution correctly crphasizes the role the Allies hope
to play in Europec as soon as the Nazls are ousted, both directly
and through their puppet governnents. But here the tinme-perspective
is all-inportant. If the war is going to last two or norc ycars
longer, anc Af it is going to be followed by the establishnent of
liberal democratic regimes which will last for from two to fiftcen
- years, therc would be much to recommend a perind during which the
revolutionists in the occupied countrics would be primarily chan-
plons of "national liberation" and later of democratic politicnl
demands. But if the Nazis are, at thc very moncnt, on their way
out, -and if the allies intend at once to cstablish dictatorial,
anti-Cenocratic regimes, the revolutionist cannot delay for a single
day the raising of anti-bourgeois, anti-allied, revolutionary so-
cinlist demands. The workers must be prepored in advance to nceb
the allied soldicrs nnd the arnies of the puppet governments with
such nostility that there can be no doubt in the nind of onc British.
Anmerican, or Luropean soldlicr that he is being used to put down &
mass, popular novencnt. : .

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THLORY AND THE FORGING OF A PROGRAI

It is one of the fundamental tencts oif Marxist philosophy
that thought without action is sterilc, and runs the great danger
of being wild and undisciplined. In the socinl movencnt, the only
_check we have on thought 1s the practisc, the experiences through
which we go. We cannot takec our thecories and prognostications into
the laboratory, ns the physical scicntist can, isolate our variables,
and procged to verify our theories unde:r the idoal lavboratory condi-
‘tiong. In thc abscnce of ‘this possibility, there is a grect ten-
dency to become very fascinatel by the problens of partics and clas-
ges wiph_wh;chrﬁc have alnost no contact nnd over which we coan therce-
ore exerclze alioSt NO ppnetienl influecnce. We can, in this realn,
spin theorics endlessly, arguc with and denouncec cach otherts fol-
lies, without the possibility of tcsting out any of our theorics
or prograns in practicc. : '

In our devclopmncnt of theory and progran with rcegnrd to our
own country and its socinl novencnt, thc attenpt to operate on the
basis of & wrong thecory, to work with a progran which 1is rcally
unworkable alnost at,once has repercussions waich we can feel on
our hicdes. The conrades in the trade unions or clsewhcre who are
responsible for putting the progran into action begin to sonsc that
something 18 wrong, and to press on the politieal leacgrship for
a revision -- a revision nade in the light of practicnl cxpericice
‘which the rank and file comrunicrtes to the lendership.

- Under present circumstances, however, 1t is almost impossible
for us to proliferate a thcory and progran for the European revo-
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‘But our real Job, both theoretically and programmatically, is to
do what we can, right here at home, to help the European workers in
their strugsles. This task 1s helped only very little by discussions

" in our prcss of the apnlicability. of the program and slogans of self-
determination for the European movement. The level of conscilouncss
of the European workers which dictates the programmatic emphasis for
the revolutionary party (on "self-determlnation" or "Socialist United
States of Europe") can only be determined by the revolutionists on
t the spot. For us, here, both of these slogans are of the utmost im-
.. portance, and tlzey must be used together. National seli-determination
must be pounded at as a right to prepare the workers here for opposi-
tion to the suppression of the European revolution under the gulse
of supporting the "sane" and "orderly" elements in each of the "liber-
ated" countries. This must be used in conjunction with a campaign
to demand the immediate return and demobilization of the American ar-
. my as soon as the Nazis are overthrown. Such a demand is not only es-
- sentlal as an aid to our brothers in Europe, but it will also be a
. slogan which 1s highly popular with the American soldiers, their fami-
t lles and friends at home. In cvery respect it 1s a progressive, an
anti-imperialist, a truly transitional slogan. :

A NEW RESOLUTION

A critical analysis of this Resolution 1s really a heart-breaking
task. Many things in it show acute analysis and a seriecs of penetrat-
ing 1nsights into the dynamic of the European revolution. But no -
sooner does .one begin to applaud, than one is slapped in the face with
gome mlsunderstanding so crass, some formulation so loose, some idea
‘80 half-digested, that one can only conclude that the resolution was
prepared in haste and under the overwhelming impact of the realization
that unless the revolutionists in Europe enter the arena of the anti-
German struggle they will loose all power to influence the masses in
the correct direction. '

_ Really the only way to criticize this Resolution is to formulate
another one. Iy only hope is that the sketchy and incompleic not:s
introduced here will serve in some small depree to bring to the at-
tention of tho Political Committee some of the more serious results
of their haste and carelessncss.



FOREWORD:

When the Political Committee of the Wec kers' Party presented
its revisionist position on the natlonal question in the January
number of the Mew International, I was amazed and alarmed, not be-
cause they werc so bold as to revise our established position of
the past, but because of thelr complete misestimation of the revo-
lutionary potential in Europe today. They deny that the millions
of Europe are ready to strugs;le on a revolutionary proletarian ba-
8ls for socialism, but they imply and believe that these same mil-
lions can be galvanized into action on the bourgeocls-democratic
basis of the struzcle for national independence. What is more
they try to steam roller all opposition with the cock-sure remark
that "a contrary opinion does not even warrant serlous discussion,"

Instead of searching out the advanced sectors of the Turopean
workers from among "the various groups of the various conquered
countries", they seek out their "common objective" - "summed up
in two words: national freedom." This is not only Marxist revision-
ism - 1t 1s a 1943 model of the Peoples' Front.

- It reveals a teail end view of Europ.an history utterly incom-

- patible with the responsibilities of a vanguard party. It mcans

¢ that the m’stakes of Spain are about to be repeated - as when the

. Spanish revolutionary organizations found themselves so far in the

f dust that they were petitioning the government, already overthrowm,

¢ to legislate a wage increase after the workers had already scized
the factories! In other words it means that the coming European
revolution will be upon us before our party leadership is in any

t way prepared for it. They think that fasecism, in stamping out the

E  workers' organizations, has stamped out the class struggle. But

¢t the fact is, war and fascism have intensified the class strugsle in

. Europe.

. Without waiting another month for the second half of their

i thesls I set out to refute their dangerous and backward conception
¢ in an article on the class struzule then developing in Yugcslavia,

wnich article I submitted to thc New International. The article
£ was returned with the statement that cveryone in the national of-
} fice was in complete disagroement with my position. I was advisecd
| to walt for the full text of the PC resolution wahich would surely
b persuade me of my errors, and then to submit my new position for
i Internal publication.

LR

3 So I waited and studied. Johnson's position was somewhat bet-
¢ ter, but confused as to the timing of his slogans. You cannot raise
the "Free France" slogan ané the Socialist United States of Europe
in the same brcath. First you must raise the transitional slogan
and when the time is ripo - that is, when the workers begin to domi-
nate in a state of dual power ~ then you call for the SUSE., But in
one or another part of Europe that may Yc very soon. ‘

In any case it is not nccessary for revolutionary soclalists
in Europe todoy to descend so low as the "Free Francc! type of slo-
gan or the "Frcc France" movement. I can imagine circumstancces
here that might epilsodically becomec the proper slojan and tactic,
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but not in most of Europe today. During t'.c rcm2ining pertod of Hit-
ler occupation I would ralse the slogan of a™ilorkers! France" or &
"Frec Workers France". Soon w. will call for "Les Sovicts Partout®,

later for a SUSE.

Despite this coniusion and his over lengthy presentation, John-
gon can be credited with a proper historical approach and a proper
emphasis on Germany. The fact that Shachtman claims he knew all that
before does not make it out of place. H: storical generallitles do
not prove Johnson's case, but they make it absolutely plausible.

, Gates! and Shachtman's later contributlons indicate incrcasing
j, awareness of the imminence of the dual power struggle, but thoy are

' gtill off the beam in their timing and their emphasis., Allen like-

. wise shows undue pessimism' toward the immediate revolutionary possi-

bilities.

‘My position does not deny the possible use of nationalist slo-
gans. Today I would advance them in Asia and perhaps 1in Holland and
Norways I only insist that as the masses arc drawn into action most
of Europe will at once be confronted with class struggles and revoe-

¥ lutionary sltuations. It has only been the qulescence of thec masses
! . which has allowed the allled governments and the upper class cxiles
k  to flouri h their unsubstantial national movements. The masscs will
E° not in this day and age support any such limitcd movement.

Even now 1t is our duty to send represcntatives to seek out the
$ revolutionary fractions and to support them specifically. It is not
' necessary to confer a vaguc blessing on an amorphous netionalist pco-
. ples' front. When Hitler orumbles the workérs will selze the fac-
¢ torles at once, before the allied troops arrive, With the arrivael
- g{ ghise troops an advanced dual power strug;le will be posed imme-

3 ately.

After due conslderation, and in view of the revolutionary situa-
b tions reported as brewing in Italy, the Balkans and even in Portugal
. and Hamburg, I can only conclude that my original positlon was cul-
rect and request its publication along with this explanatio:i.

In its details the Jugoslavid article is six months out of date,
¢ but essentially it is just as correct today, with rencwed class strug-
' ij\gle imminent in Jugoslavia, as well as Greecce and Bulgaria. Of coursc,
I know that Matechck is a natlonalist and no revolutionary. But cven
if my pilcture of thc Balkan situation proved to be overdrawn, thc
main industrial regions of western Europe arc already on the point of
outmoding the discussion of the national gquestion.
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~ PRE-VIEW OF RELVOLUTION

A specter is haunting Europe - and it is not 1 ¢ specter of
nationalist revolution.

As the wvar continucs its ravages and brings suffering and ruin
to new millions, the prospcct of the eventual uprising of the peonles
of Europe and Asia is cover more assured. o one can doubt the inevi-
table day of reckoning.

For proof of this, let us examine the recent history of Jugo=-

 glavia. Tais semi-frudal country was ncVer rully absorbed by the

capitalism of westcrn Europe. Quickly over-run by Hitler, 1t found

;.1tsclf well behind the line of battle. It was not oi sufficient

b strategic or economic importance to command a larpge scale military

i occupation like France. As the result of thesc elrcumstances, this
L backward country is the scene of the most advanced mass strugiles to
{ be found in Luropc today. '

Jugoslavia should not bec overlooked by thosc comrades who are
discussing the political forms which the coming European revolts will
take. Therc is a great dcal of disagreement as to whethcr they will

'be molded in the old forms of nationalist revolt agcainst the Toreign

invaders, or whcther they will shape up as profaund and social rcvo-
lutions wita the political power passing into the hands of the work-
ers and peasants, Or will both kinds of revolution take place, first

~one and then the other, or cven both at the same time? Will the
© gventual rcsults be the restoration of the former states and forms of

government, or will there emeci’ge a United States of Europe? Viill
there be private property or collective —roperty in the means of pro-
duction? ' ‘

It i1s not necessary to answer thesc questions entirely a priorl
and in abstraction. Jugoslavia is alrecady gilving us a pre-vicw of
Ahe coming European revolution, and Louis Adamic in the Saturday
Evcening Post for December 19th, 1942, gives us a picture of Jugoslav
politics and guerilla warfarc - a plcturc which has the carmrris of
authenticity. He cxplains how, after the iuvasion of Jugoslavia in
4941, the Allied world was clectrificd by the news of likhailovitch's
army of some 30,000 irrcgular troops, giving battle to the Axis.
There werc othcer gucrilla bancs, the nost important of which canc to
be the Partisans, led by Comrunists accordini to Adamic, taough the
personnel of thesc units was not made up of Communists. But for
months they had no central command.

Fighting between Mikhailovitch and the Partisans developed imne-
diately, lcaders of the latter considering the old ruling class, in-

- eluding Ilikhailovitech and the government-in-cxile, as fascists. This

same gang of rulcre had houndcd the revolutionaries for ycoars. Soon
aftcer the fall of Jugoslavia a civil war broke out between the two
guerilla armies.

Repcatedly liikhailovitch begped the Juioslav government-in-cxile
io persuadce the Sovict government that the artisans should join his
foreces, ' But the civil war still continucs. '
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Adamic asscrts that some of the "finest people" in Jugoslovia
are now in the Partisan ranks. They have wide public backing, c¢s-
pecially among the peasants whose support was a pre-requisitc for
waging their battles with the fascist invnders, Somc of the men and
officers now in the Partisans havc lately switched over from liikhai-

lovitch'!s forces.

: | According to Adamic the Partisans arc as nuICrous as liikhailo-
vitch's fizhters. They control Croatia and Italy's part of Slovenia,
except garrisoncd citics: IHatchck's powsrful Peasant's Party is be-

' hind them, They make large forrays into Italy wherc they have the

sympathy of the Slovenian and Croat populations given to Italy after

: the first world wari They also are found all ovir Jugeslavia whereas
. Mikhailovitch!s troops hold only the mountains of the south. Thus
-1t is thc Partisans, not Mikhailovitch, who are responsible for 1lm- -
- mobilizing over 30 Axis divisions. ‘ ,

He claims also that in somc parts of Slovenia the Partisans have

" their own money ond rationing systems, coirts of justice, schools,

newspapcrs and raio .station. They oven aave a military force moade

~up of Gernan deserters and they arm themsclves by selzing Italian
s gupply trains anc supplies droppced them from Russian planes.

\

If the above description is accuratc it is obvious that a revo-
lutionary unsurge is dcveloping from thce social chaos of occupicd
Jugoslavia., The nationalist Mikhailovitch is toim between the ten-
dency to fight the fascist cnemy 2néd to appeasc him. But as for the
Partisan "bandits and hoodlums" who want a ncw social regime and who
represent the ma jority of the Jugoslav people, he urges his country-
men to risc in weath and exterminate them for thelr erimes. But

' Adomic insists that only a minority arc anti-Partison.

\ As a picturce of class cleavage and civil war in Jugoslavin,
Adanic's article is the best thing that has yet appearcd. - In one
sgignificant respect, however, ‘1t 1s not complete. He ipgnorcs the
reports from London that the Partisan armics arce split into Stalini-
4st, Trotskyist and Anarchist bands. This omission could not be
eccldental, foo the London reports arc extremcly significant, cven
sensational., If Adarlc belicves them to be falsc, he at least owes

A8 that oplinion. We can only conclucde.that ne has purposcly omitiled
Xeference to these reports, perhaps out of defercnce to the Stalinists.

Are the reports of numcrous Trotskyist and Anarchist bands truc?

’§Ho important Trotskyist movement existed in Jugoslavia in the past,

but we tend to believe these reports. Who would make up and circulate
Buch stories? It is known that Jugoslavia had a2 large revolutionory
gommunist movement in the prst. During the last twenty ycars the
Uommunist Partics of all countrics have b: :n split as their Stalinist
dcadership has abandoned revolutionary positions. Why should not the
Bame thing be occuring in Jygoslavia, espceilally in the wakoe of a
evolutionary  situation? This docs not mean that the so-called Jugo-
®lav Trotskyists arc Trotskylsts in the precisc political r.aning of
the term, however. In Spain the Stalinists hurlcd tnis nanc at any
revolutionary. Likely the Jugoslav. "Trotskyists® arce just 0ld commu-
nlst rcvolutlionaries who refuscd to follow Stalin's counter-rcevolu-
Yionary line. 300
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Adamic does not overlook the bearing £ Jugoslavia's civil war
on the world war and the post-war scttlement. Though the tenor of
his article is pro-Stalinist, thc last paragraph flatly rcpudiates
the Stalinist perspective and refers to the trogic Chincse revolutlon.
Possibly this was a manoeuver designed to get his article published
by the Post. In any cvent, the appearance of Adamic's article had
an immediatc effect. Within a week, Washington spoke out on the Jugo-
slav question, through the lips of Elmer Davis of the OWI, : 1d gave
1ts benediction to the reactionary. Kikhailovitch. The Stalinists,
on the other hand, are denouncing Mikhailovitch as a fageist with re-
newed fury. The Party press is not adequate. Browder's infallible
word on this subject is being given out broadside at factory gatcgs!

Furthermore, it 1is no accident that the United Nations front
should crack on the rock of Jugoslavia. If thecre 1s to be a falling
out between the Soviet Union and the United States over the spoils,
this must inevitably center in the arecas on the perifery of Sovict
Russia. Eastern Europec is bound to be among the most cherished loot
for strategic reasons. ' o : :

E The Jugoslav problem is extremcly cmbarrassing to thc State De-
' partment in Washington. - If military strategy should call for an in-
vagion of CGermany via the Balkan back door, it would be both cmbar-
rassing and costly to have to suppress a civil war c¢n routc. The
diplomats would like to cnd the Civil War in the Balkans by their
"conversations", They feel that somcthing has to be done, but they
do not know what to co. In somc rcspectn, howcver, thesv diplomnts
arc better informed on the naturc of thce problems than arc sone of
our revolutionary thcoreticinns who get lcft behind in the notional-
1st stage of the revolution. -

It is difficult for any citizZen of North Amcrica to envisage a
evolutionary situation. Having always lived in a stable socicty,
he scarccly belicves in the possibility of social rcvolution. He
docsn't know what a social revolution is in tcrms of his own cxpuri-
i cnce, as Gid those internoationalists of a gencration ago; ho tend =
i to underrote 4ts imminence. At the time of the Sponish r svolution,
f Anerican rndicals didn't cven know therde Wwas one. They completely
£ lost sight of the powerful socinl revolution and concentrated thoir
. attention on the Spanish Civil War - a tendency encournged by all
f the mecans of publicity and propagenda, of the copitalists, the Stal-
¢ Inists and the official Spanish government, once that government got
f.back on its fect, ' : ‘

Amcrican socialists, instead of grasping tinc fact of the Sponish

F proletarian revolution, werc busily cengated in theoretical discussions

¢ of the permissibility of giving support to thc bourgcois deuocratic

£ republic. They cnded by giving thelr political and moterinl supnort

¥ to the government and armies fihting for the restoration of the old

} order, vhen they should have beun supporting the new power - the

F revolutionary workers committccs which werc ruling nost of anti-fog—

f clst Spain, wiaich hed thelr own militia at the front, and waich

j ovmed and opcrated almost the whole of Spanish industry and ocgricul-
ture., Evca after the liay Days, therce still existed workers! commit-

i tces and militia whose independent class action should heve reecived

= the entlre support of all socinlists. 3
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Lven today, ndvanced rccvolutionarics, othur they thooge vho cigrc
in Spain, fall to recalize the depth, the rcopidity on 1ie fou > e-
quircd by the Spanish rcevolution. The scomce errors nniy 2C'QDlet?¢
again, and overemphasls of the nationnlist character of Yoo coring
revolt may be one of the firest. At any wonent this revolt MY LIS,
not Jjust in thc Balkans, but in France, North Arrice, Chi.nn anc Iadia
and eclscwherc. ' '

Long beforc victory over Eitlcr loors into siht, the Allicd
conmp saows signs of disintegration. The lines betvicen the Anglo-
Amcrican block and the.Stalinists in costern Durope are being drotm
and defincd., Both partics pretend to lend tiwe fight against fao
and they both are trying to get control of the truc anti-fascis
camp -~ the mhsses of plain working people - in order to restrain thoir
revoluti onary aspirations and to turn thon toward nationalism. Yet
this decisive group 1s alrcady gathering its own armcd night in Ju-
goslavin, rcsolved to rld itsclf of old kings and generals, of land-
lords, of forecign impcrialists, like the United States and England,
and, to sonc cxtent, rcsolved to fight the Stalinist parasites too.

These faets point to the extreme likelihood that the coning Duro-
pcan revolution will quickly pass over the nationnlist beginaings in-
to a profound social revolution. The nntional question is being over-
emphasized. Even in backward Jugoslavia the lines have alrcady been
drawn on class bascs, The first tine during this war that the mosses

;. camc onto thce stage they insist on spcaking in their own nanc.  In
this respect, they have shown the way to the workcers and peascants of

all countrics, They have told the world that they will not allow

i thelr revolt to be channelized along nationalist lines. Tho imperi-

k- alists arc trying to conceal tais, but wve uust not be nisled a.,ain,

- as we were in Spain. Thosce who do not prcparc for the socinlist

rcvolution will be caught off-guard and will not be in a position to

car’ in on the rich opportunitics whaich lic ahcné of the intérnnsion-

~al rking class.

; Roy GOULD
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THE STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL LIVERATION: ~BOURGEOIS-DELOCRATIC OR
PROLETARIAN-SOCTALIST - G. TOBIN

Nations and Democracy. in Class_Soc oty

, The relations among men, determined by their role in
the process of production, cons tlt'qe the eqo*ow ¢ base of soci-
ety, upon which ariscoc the ciltural gipershtrusiia ¢ of ideas, cus

toms, etc. Lationg, aetional QllfC”’P"CS, re proeduced by the
economic base and depeni on it ' -

Vhat is the econrmic pgsn of tle national qu;efnffuofure
in soclety today? Refweon cival Lrperialisns such as U.3. and
Gefmanj, this base is purely meerjxiiJ Clcco, wival capltalist
trueits competing fcr woyld rule. Cn the otker hand, tho. economic
relation between countiics such ag fngland and India is chicfly
that of capitalist exploiter to exploi%ed. This is Lrue not only
for the Indian masses, btut also in part for the Indian bourgeolsie,
Who ‘are but Junlof pdfune”s of the British immerialists.

4 Thus, national relations tcday are of two main typéu:

. first, the intor-imperialist relation; second, the lmpbflﬁlluu"

b colory relation. Relations betwesen 0ll naticns fit in somewhere
between these two exbtremes, or consist of a mizxture of both, In

¢ addition, weak riling L¢ause" are subject to pressare from more

- . poworful classes and tend vo beccme their tools. The Chirese bour-
geolsic, e.g., ur|umo {ne tool ¢f the Allies and the character of
1ts war against Japan changeu aczordingly frem a liberating war

to an 1mperlqlws+ war: the D@JJA¢L~uts»and Ciraudists scrve asgs
tools of Anglo-American imperialisa.

. The national form has been filled by a diffsrent and a
} changlng conteni as the ciass relations of societ, cliangad through -
the ages, A century ago, the bourgseilsis fourht againat feuds l-
lem, for national unity ﬂrd independence, because n;ulOqu Troc-
dom was necessnry 1o the expansion of young cap: sallet economy.
Today capitalism docs not liberate, but subju”a;ps netions. Only
the proletariat, in the preeont ewoch is the bheager of national

freedon, becLuse it is the hlouOPlC misslon gﬁ‘tle pr Oluudeat to
abolish all cxploitation. T

, Democracv, like nabions is a class prbduct Democratic
procedures of orgonization, and democraL .¢ richts (civil liberties:
freedom of spcech, organlzatlon etc.) come into being to serve
definite class intGTOouS. The young bourgeoisie, flqhtlng feudal-
ism, brought with it bourgeois democracdy, i.e., parliamentarianism
“plus certain democratic rights. for the workers. Senlle capitalignm,
~on the other hand, is increasingly compelled to totalitarianize its
own political 1life, and to deprive the working class of its demo-
eratic rights. The workers find that they must struggle harder
-and harder to prescrve the libertics which werce formerly taken for
Branted. :

_ - Capitalism in decline Goes not bring democracy, but de
stroys it. The comcepts of "bourgeois™ and "ucmon¢aoj" which once
were narmonLouuly united, ‘arc noy antafonlstic. Only thc prolectariat, .
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arce of democr%cv, because democriicy

in the present cpoch, 1is _} b d Y
is a necessary lnbufumLEE Qi tlic Eﬂqlntafot in its fight LOT 1~g§~
dom from clogss cxploitation os well as in its Lfight 10 build

better vorld tomorrow.

The democratic form has becn filled by a different and
changing content as the class reclations of society have changed,
Today, the d democratic form is filled wiii. a social content which
is proletarian, 1l.c., objectively socialist in character, desplte
the non-)001alist 1dea~ which still dominate the minds of the

wWorkers.

The National Strugegles Today

‘ Today we sce two"natlonal struggles": on the one hand,
the struggles of De Gaulle, Sikorski, Chl%n& Kai Shek, take the
- form of "national struggles". Some people regard these os move-
ments for liberation of OpprSoCd nations. In reality, these
struzgles are part and parcel of the imperialist vor., The national
Yourgeoisies of these countrics play the role of tools of the Al-
1lied camp in its war egainst the Axis., HMovements dccisively con-
trolled by these imperialist agents can play no progressive role.

On thc¢ other hand, there are the struggles of the m.sscs

of the oppressed countrics against their oppressors. There are

the strikes in France, Belgium and Holland against deportatione.

There arc the popular movcrcnts of resistance, taking all sorts
mf forms, which are relatively independent of Imperiallsm and large-

4y under the control of thc masses in them. Ticse movemenbs are
éther;fore part of the Third Camp, and merit the active support of
QMc Marxists, regacdless of the fact that the minds of thesc masses
moy still be filled with illusions about the "liberating" role of
1lied armics. It is this progressive type of national strugsgle
thich is meant by the words "national struggle" as uscd in this

nrticle.

( The outstanding fact about these progressive natlonal :
Btrugzlcs is that they arc class strugples, botween the bas

fplasses of society, the imperialist bourgeoisic and the worklng
lasss Under the dominance of thesc basic clagses, other classes-
play subordirate roles. The peaoantp and urban nlddle classcs ‘
nay . follow the lead of the workers: the native bourgeoiule of the-
‘kppresscd nation is the tool of impeflallsm.

; .. A centufy ago, the trug@le for national freedom, as
%;ell as that for dumocracy, was boaf5901s in its class chaﬂacter
oday, thc struggles for democracy and national freedom are ob-
&lectively part of the world socialist chOlutIOﬂ.

EZhe Eufopomn Pyramid

The class structure in Europe today is like 2 pyramid
“the German rulcrs, @ tiny minority, sit on. top, exploiting the vest
smasses of France, Poland, Norway, the other Europcan nations, and
gal so the masscs of Gofmanv. The degrce of exploitation varies from
-eountry to country, the French workers more exiploited than the Ger
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mans, the Poles morc than the French. Despite theve differcences,
the German, French, Polish ancé all other workers and peacants of
Europe have a common onpressor, Just as the Negro and white workers
in this country, despite thce difference in exploitatlon, have a
common strugzle against the ruling class exploiting them both.

Now, what is the national revolution in Europe? It is
not the mere replacement of the German imperialists at the top of
the pyramid by American, British or Russian exploiters. Nor is it
the re-cstablighment of the native bourgecoisie, now more than ever
tools of the Allied imperialists. The national revolution, to ac-
complish anything for the masscs, must mean the oppresscd nations
‘freeing themselves from the rule of a foreizgn power: it must mean
the overturn of the pyramid. The monopo.'y by the German ruling
class of all .of Europc would be replaced by the equality of all Euro-
pean nations., '

As we have seen, such an overturn could not bec accomplished
under the lcadership of the bourgcoisic of the oppressed countries!

a movement under such leadership can only be a tool of the Allied
camp. The overturn described above is possible only under the lecad-
ership of the working cldss. In the course of driving out the Nazis,
the workers will form factory councils, and food and transport com— .
mittees, to kecep socicty going. The pcacants will form peasant com-
mittees and look to the urban woriers for leadership.

As the Nazis are overthrown, the working class will have
t0 step into the position of dominance in society. If the workeis
‘don't, the rival imperialiste will, using thelr Girauds and Sikor-
skis. ' -
) Thus, the overturn of the imperialist pyranid is nothing
but the proletarian rovolution. L

Wish all this happening in the occupicd countriles, with
the Nazi power broken all around it, 1s 1t conccivablie that the -
working class in Germany itsclf will continuc screnly to sustain
the Wazi oppressor, as though nothing had happened? Rather, the
collapse of FMazi rule in the occupicd countries will be the signal
for the violent outbreak of the class struggle in Germany itself.
In fact, the job of driving out the Nazis in the oppressed countries
will be practically imposcible unless th: Germoan workers also act
against the Nazis, It is’‘even possible that the revolution will
break out in Germany firct, then spreading to the occupled natlons.

, The struggle for national freedom in Europe, thercfore,
is objectively a strussle for workcérs' peower all over the continent,
that is, thc Socialist United States of Euronc, irrcspective of the
idecas in the minds of the masscs.

Lesgons From the Russian Revolution

o “The Russian Revolution of October 1917 was a proletarian,
.soclallst, revolution. But under what slogans? What were the ideas’
in the minds of the manscs? Peace, bread, land. Political slogons,
dAmmediate cconomic demands, democratic slogans. o mass demonstra-
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tions were held with bonners inscribed "For the Dictatorship of thc
Prolctariat®, HWevertheless, the Russion Revolution wag not mercly
a political, but a social revolution. For this reason, the slogans
undcre which the revolutlon took placce, even the slogna of brend,
had a socinlist character. Although tiae broad masscs did not “lknow
what the word "socialiem® meant, they knew it wos thelr power thot
was nceded to achieve theilr dcemancs,

. It docs not follow from thwe above that on the morrow of

* the pxpulsion of the Nozis, socinlism will be proclaimcd in Europce.

- 8ida by side with the rcally indepcendent movemeats, cxist imperialist
controlled movements, the De Gaullists, Stalinists, etc. A condi-
tlon of dual power may thercfore nrisb, in whien the overturn of the
cprrenid will be only partially achieved: @ condition in which the
Lworking clags has raiscd its status in socicty, Lns taken de facto.
cormand of the factoricg, but has not uncquivocally dceclared itsclf
fmasver due to insufficient political comnsciousncss and the help given
E,ro native bourgeoisie in the form of Anerican food and bayonets.
This condition of dual powcr, howcver, is nothing more than an un-
completed pfoletarian rcvolution, a prolctafian revolution waich has
tonpcu half-way; an unstadly equllibrium which can be resolved in
pither of two ways; either the imperialists will regnin complct>
power, dispossess theé workers from the factories, and sc¢t up a nili-
ary dictatorship under a Giraud or D¢ Gaulle; .or the workers will
juccecd in sweeping away the bourgeois power and cstablishing their
pnchallenged rulc. Wiich of theae alternatives takes place will de-
end on the speed with which revolutlionary ideas “prdﬁ anong tic
Orkbfu dur:ng the PCVﬂldtlonlfj pcrioa. : ,

) In shoct the nntional strupsle today is o new struggle,
jomonrcd with tnﬁt or o century ago; it has o 1@1 class content; it
'CSbﬁbJLS thre olc nﬁtiouxl strugsle only i in Iocn in COESNCANCE.
m;;ﬁ struszlc for nationnl frcedon tovay is uotq1nl “¢lse bul tns forn
It present csgumcd Dy the strurde for workcrs! powcer in 1:1¢ oppres-
£d countries. The notionul sbrugele has this ob cetive social char-
ter regardless of the ideas in the minds of the nnescs.

-~

&g National Conmnittee R.wo]ution

What 1s the conocption of the National Conmittec resolution?

- "hy is fascism reactionary, taat is, why docs it represcnt

: : retrogression, a hurling back of socicty? « + . Fascisn is
“rcactionary (among other reasons) beeause it renoves Fron
the top of the order of the day, or tendés to remove fron
thie top of thc ordcecr of the day, the direct strusgle for

e proletarian, socialist powcr, and to put in its place the
P, historically outlived, rnoclironistic struggle 'for dewoc—
- racy.' To put it differcntly, it tends to replace at the
. top of the order of thc day the dircct stru;cle for go-

o cinl denocrncy (socialism) by the struggle or formal or
o political democracy . . ."(cmphasis in orLLanL)

. In other words, the struggle now 1s for "denocracy", rather
an for workcrs' power, And to make surc there is no ﬂLoundbf taind—-
, the resolution says further: - 306
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"If the strugsle for denoerncy, ot ccast in the ndvenced
copitnlist courtrics, iy an anachic isn, 1t rust be
borinc in rind 1at fascicn 1o renctionry praclscly
because it throis socicty boackward, and compels 1t

to toake up 'outlived! tasks all over amain, cven if

——

not in the sanc forn and by the sauc metiods.

1 "The struggle for nnticianl independence is part of
3 the strugsle for denocracy. In a whole series of coun-

tries in Europe, the advonce of fascisn hes not only
made the strusgle for nntional frceedon: necessnery once
more -- o century ond more after the period of the
fornation of the grect national states! -- but has
made this strugslc an indispensable prglude and part

of the strugzlc for socialism," (my cnphasis - GWT)
(N.I., Feb. 1943, p. 38)

: In other words, today's strujzle for national freedon is

‘the "outlived® task of a century ago, which must be earried out all
over ajgain, althoagh in 2 diffcront forn and by different nethods.

~Hence the resolution says: .

", . . to the extent that mascus (thet is, millions
.of people) are organizcd or ar: in novenent or are
aninated by a will to struggle against rceaction in a
nunver of, decisively inmportant countrics, it is not
on a rcvolutionary proletarian basis of the strugszlce
of sovinlisnm, but on the buuricois—democratic bnsis
of the stru::le¢ for national incepcndence. " (ny cn-
phasis — GWI) (N.I., Jan. 1943, p.9) K

According to this oonception, the strugg'e for national
frcedom, the "national revolution", 1s denocratic, cven bourgcols—-
democratic, rather than socialist in charactcr; it is a strugsle
¥or political rother than for socinl derocracy, 1.e., political
povolusion rathor then oo gocial revolution. T o, it snys that

he nationnl strus.lc 1s a "prelude nnd part" of the strusgle Tor
ocilalisri; but the vhole nnnlyisis shows thnt it is reonrdud in re-
1ity as a prelude rother than-a part. The liberation of the op-
ressed nations 1s countcerposcd to the struggle Jor vorkers! power;
t takes place within the f{ranmework of capitalist socilet., to be
ifollowed by the struizlce for workers! power:

M"Once the 'nntional revolution! has triunphed, the
struggle between the native bourgeolsic and prolc-~
tarint will stort. The workers will lceorn that no-
tionnl 1liberation to the bourgeoisic meant a rcturn
to the 0ld eapitalisn and exploitation ia 2 worsc
forix than ever before. From thls they will reallize
also that liberation can be .achicved only through
workcrs' power." (my emphasis = GWT)(Workcrs Party
discussion guide on resolutiol, p.9)

3 According to the bnsic premisc of the resolution, we fnce
n nost countrics of the globe two revolutions, dirfercnt in class
haracter, and scparated frofr ench othor in tine; first, the "aciion-
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al rgvolution", a bourzeois-dcniocmtic politictl revoluwidn; once
tnic antional revolutlon 1s necomplished, the sceoud revolution, the
prolctarian revolution, will be in order. ¥e nust first have the
© ronurn of a full-fledged boureols Gemocracy, complete ith nass
Ctrade unions ond parties sinllar to those of old; only then will thc
stroggle for workers! power returm to tie top of the¢ order of the
day. : '
To be.surc, othcr scctions of the resolution, cspecinlly
those dealins with dual power in thc concretce, appear to contradict
this conception of "two revolutions". However, the passages quoted
‘atiow no other interpretation of the bagic thcoreticnl prenise of
+o0 N. C. resolution. '

N What follows from this prenisc?

(1) Ssincc the next stage is the "national revolution", not
a workors! struggle for power, slogans for workcers' rule and social-
isn nust remain in the background; they uust be confincd to propagan-
Ga anong the advanced workers, not the wide nasses.

O
2
o

(2) The German working class is not mentioned in tine reso-
iution. This is not ace®'ental. Since the next stage is the "na-
tional revolution", not t..¢c workecrs' revolution, and sincc tihc na-
4ional revolution is the affair of the oppressed countries, the Ger-
an working class iins no part to play in this "next stnge'.

rotsky on Decmocratic Denands and Workgrs' Revolution

In "The Death Agony of Capitalisn and the Tasks of the
ourth Internntional" and other resolutions, written oy Tpotsly,
dopted by an internaticnal confcrence of Fourth Intcrnntionalists
n 19338, Trotsky takes up in detail the problen of overconing the
Eisop between the objective maturity of society for socinlisn ancd th
moturity of the prolciariat. To bridme this gnp is the purposc of
the transitional progeari. Page numbers in the fellowing quotations
are from the pamphlet "The Foundiny Confercncce ol the Fourth Intore-
ational: Progrnn and Resolutiona" (my emphasis - GWT)

: The N.C. resolution envisascs two stages. Tils thcory of
wo stages is the one most sharply condermed by Trotsky in discussing
he Chincse revolution: ,
‘ "But the Stalin-Bukharin leadership of the Conmintern . . .
esorted in Chinn-to the Mensievik policies which they had been pre-
ented fron carrying out in Russia in 1917. Counterposing the no-
ional tasks of the Chinesc revolution to the-cnmancipatory strug.:le
T the workcrs and peasants, arbitrorily scpnrating the two in ace-
ordance with a 1lifcless thieory of 'stages', tiacy dccinrcd the ii-
cdiate tasks in China to be national unification and the expulsion
T the impurinlists." (p.72) '

"Deriocratic slo.,ans, transitional denands, anG the problen
T the socialist revolution are not divided into separate aistorienl
ochs ‘in this strugile, but stem directly from ore another. The

Inese proletariot had barely begun to orginize trade unions before

t ‘had to provide fTor soviets." (p.40) 308
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Teotsky is well aware that the particular slozans to be

raised dcpend on the stage of GCVClopmvnt of the nase novonient,
However, he warns againes t a nechanical application of tae theory
of stages: «

ecuristances

says:

"0f course, this docs not mean that the Fourth Inter-
national rejects denocentic slogans as & ncans of no-
bilizing the nasses against fascism. On the contrary,
such slogans at certain ronents - can play a serilous
role. But the formulns of dcnocracy (frecdon.of
press, the right to v.ionize, etc.) ncan for us only
incidentnl cr episodic slogans ih the indcpendent
nOTOPLnt of tqn prolctoriat and not o denocratic
noosc fastcncd to whc neck of the proletariat by the
bourzeoisic's agents (Spain') " As soon as the nove-
ment assuncs sonetihing of a mnsg character, the demo-
ceatic slogans will bc intertwined with the transi-
tional oncs; factory comnittecs, it nay be SuppOubd
will appenr before the old routinists rush fron their
chancelileries to crsanize tradc unlone; soviets will
cover Y:rmany befcy c a ncw Cor. "titutional Assenbly
will gatiore in Welmar. The sasie will be true of
Italy and the rest of the totalitarian and seni-to-
talitarian countrics." (p.44)

The tclescoping of these stages can, under certain cir-
3, place the slogan of workers! powef on the agenda even

before the ordinary democratic slogans arc rait sed, - Thus Trotsky

", . .It is very likecly that a genuinc proletarian
success in one of thc 'democratic' countries will
be necessary to give impetus to the novenent on fa-
scist territory. A sinilar ce¢ficect ig possible by

neans of o finaneial or nilitary catastrophe. . . .

On:z thing can be stated with conviction. . . Once

it brecks through, the revolutionary wave in fascist
countrics will lrubdl”tbly be a grandiosc swecp

and uncéere no circunstances will stop short at the
expcrinent of rcesuscitating sone sort of Weimar
corpsc.® (p.44)

The tbeorctlcll warning 1s clear. Tyrotsky is saying: be

rcpafed for thc sudden eruption of the workers and the formation
of sovicts, duc to the war and its cffects —- -“1inb the scizure
P power an inmediate practical taske.

Lenin expressces rnuch the sonme thought vhen he says:

"The socinl revolution is not - single battle, but
represents a4 whole ¢.soch of nuiierous battles around
all the problens of econonic and denocratic reforias
whici can bc consurnated only by the exproprintion

of the bourgcecoisie. It is for the sake of this final
ain that we nust fornulate cvery nc of cur denocratic
demands in o consistently revolutionnry mannce. It
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is quitc conceclvable that the worlers of o certnin country rnay over-
throw the bourscoisic before cven once fundrmentol denecratic cclforn
has been accorplished,™ (erphrsis in original) (Lenin, Selected Vks,
Vol. 5, p.283) : :

Fascisn may renove ccrtnin slozgans from the order of the

day, but it docs not rcmove, and in fact propels to the forcground,
the progran for workcrs' power.

"Fascisn Throws Soclety Backward!

Fascisn cameé to power in Europec, snashed the workers! or-
canizations, terrorized the working class. The workers were stunned
by the blow. Socicty was thrown backward. But that is only half
the picture. ‘ )

-Faseism plus four years of the war has gilven a powerful
impulsion to the contradictions naking for the collapsc of capitnlist
_society. The sprcifiec w.oirsht of the proletariat in Europce has great-

ly increascd., The nativ. bourgeolsie has been ground to dust between
rival impcrialisns, has lost every vestige of independence and 1s
~clearly a pawn of cne or anothcr foreigsn Oppressor.

, The effect of the blow which stunncd the workers 1s wearing
away. The labor organizations are roviving. Not in the old forn of-
trade unions, hamstrung; by a crystallized refornist burcaucrocy, and
fighting only for izmediate refornms: the masses now arc fighting in
popular novenents, uncontrolled by conscrvative bureaucrots; fishting.
by nilitary ncans, for the overthrow of the stiate power. Tiaey still
-have illusions about Rooscvclt. But history shown th~t revolu-

tionary ideas nake rapid headway ducing pcriods of upsurae.

ey
;--;‘uu A.'.\/‘\ e

Only six ycars ago the workers in Catalonia held de focto
power in thelr hands. Seven years a0 the French workers occunied
the factorics. Thesc cvents have not been forgotten. After the ex-
pericnce of the past Tive ycars, do you think that the masscs of
Euronc want to 30 back to the old parlinmentarisiu, t'1e bourgeols
"democracy " which led to the catastrople? Even liberals, not anong
the nost optinistic as to thc prospeccts for revolution, report about
e the peoplc of Europe: ‘

"They have during the past dceccade expcricnced
violence and suffering as ncver before in their
nistory. . . ‘

hey dc not want to zZo brnek to the old capital-
isn they had, the old conscrvatisn, the old
clcricalisn, t = old parliacntarisn., Nor will
they be eonten, with tue fornnl trappinigs of
Genoeracy, it the forms have no substance in
tlhcine

They are not frightened cither by the. word or by
the iden of rcevolution, ag Auericens arc. The
- Tabric of thel~ security has alreacy been ©o
) rudely broken that if revoluticn 1s thc price 3 (o
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wy hove bo oony Tor gobting et they
: v will not orar baell Tren 1t in
Tears" (Mnx Lerner in P, iy 11, 1943)

The Yearning for o liew Socinl GCrir
2 Pl

The nasscs of Europe are looki ; for a way out, for a necw
order. They don't seec it as cleurly as we do, but they arc Seoping
for it, Way does Hitler talk "socilalisn"? Wiy docs Loval promise
the French workors "socialien"? vy did Giraud in a speech on Iay
Day, say "The cld capitalisn is dead"? Thesc capitalist fbpfe enta
tives sense the fbtllnou of the nasses.

- Fascism cannot tucrn back the whecl of Tistory. The cay
when oppresscd nations suffered for decaces in silence is ovcr, both
in Europe and Asgsia,

In these circunstances the National Comnittec of the Work-
ers Party comes beforc the workers of France and snys:

"Your yearming now for a now social order is utopian.,
It is wishful thinking. We, the Workers Party, have
analyzed the situation realistically and can report
to you that the struggle for a new social order has
been rencved fron the top of the order of the day.
Of coursc, we sympathize with your aesircs, but you
rust unﬂp'stano that at the tﬁp of the ajenda now
is the strussle for political derocracy and to oust
the Gernan fulefs, not the strugglce for a ncw social
order. You must Pirst sce the fopl“oo.\nt of Hitler
and his stoopec Laval by Roaoscvelt and his stooge Gi-
raud. After this is acconplished, ti:e fight azaingst
the French bosses, for a new 5oc.al order, will
start. Then the trugglo for a new soclal order
LLL atnin be at the top of the order of the day."

Thmie 1s what rcvolutionnry socinlists ghov'd say to the
-
PIAnce :

"Yuu, workers and peasanis of France, arc being
tortured by the Nazi gang, aided by tpn Laval-Pe-
tain 110uo. You are Tightin:: to drive this pang
out. XHeep up the fight. Form your factory con-
nittces. Foria poasant committees. Prepore your-
selves to seizc the property of the Nazis and of
all who collaboratcd with then. And when you have
" driven the Napisg out, 1t is not for the Fenerals
and politicians, who want to restore the old order
woich led us into this ness, to come back again.
Prive out the Nazis and forn your -wn workers' gov-
eraricnt, "

And oun every oceasion wiich clreunstonces pernit, the revo-
lutionists shinuld add;

"The workcers ond peasants mugt form thelr own gov-
ernncnts not oaly in Frunce, but also in Belgium ’.3"
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Yusoslavia, cvery: were, And we also wani to sce
the Geran workees, wio for ten years have suffer-
ed under the Nazi ncel, kick out Hitler and oot up
a workers' governnent. It is only the united
powcr of the workcrs all over the eontinent vhicelh
can assurc a new order in Europe, working for the
cortion people and not for the power and profit of
a few parasitesd! '

G. W, TOBIN"

g



MGETTING BAGK T THE FOLIZ"

Iy letter to comrade Cates on the National Question fdatcd
May {. 1943) has brousht forth a reply from Gates and extended
commcuts by comrade Shachtman. Comrace Gates devoted his reply
largi:ly to the question itsclf. Comrade Shachtman's contribution
1s a polenic against the procedure followed in presenting my
questions . nd opinion to the membership. Both Gates and Shacht-
man also t..ke the opport:.aity to deal extensively with comrad :
Johnson's alleged derelictions on organizational matters.

At the outset let me assert that I regard thesc matters of
organlzational procedure as entirely besidec the point of the Na-
tlonal question. My letter dealt exclusively with the political

~question. In my eyes, that is the essentially correct procedurec.
The injection of organizational matters into the discussion by
Gates and Shachtman is the procedure which can only serve to nud-
dy up thc discussion. '

However, slnce comrade Gates and Shachtman have made certain

~allegations, I wish to express myself bricfly in reply to them.
By these statements I hope to relegate these motters to their
roper places -- which 1s certainly not the discussion on the

National Question. - '

First, I voted for the Plenum resolution at the Plenum. I
made no representations to the National Committee as such re-
garding my wish to changec my vote to an abstention. But evcn be-
- fore the Plenun adjourncd, I inquired of Max Shachtman regarding
~the desired change. His opinlon was that it was not possible,
‘He 1s National Sceretary of the Party, and I accepted his opin-
-ion as authoritative.Morcover, I accepted his recasons and under-
- 8tand that officially I am on record as having voted for the
Plenum resolution. . '

Subsequently, the inadequacies of the Plenum resolution be-
-came clearer to . me, and tie broader historic framcvork of John-
~son's approacih secmed muc. sounder. Like many othcr members, I
~asked myself more and more questions, and I sot them down in
‘writing because I knew many others wanted the answers t00.

Comrade Shachtman implics that a lcader should ask que s—
tions only of himsclf or of his co-lcaders, ~nd that hc should
‘appear before the ranks only with a fully matured, crystallized
-and clear-cut position. I cannot accept such a rigid delimita-
‘tlon or separation between the leaders and the ranks. Burcau-
eratic habits and conceptions can too casily flow from an out-
ook or practice in waich the Job of the lecaders is to lay down
the law or thesis in finished form. Iloreover, in a living mo.ec-

ent, the separation of the lcaders from the ranks eannot be o
great, nor is it so great among us. Wore opinions handcd out to
‘the ncmbers on silver platters, the discussiun in the Party would
not be entirely genuine and might casily becomec a sham. The cdu- -
cation of the membership ig best promotcd if the ranks know the
qucstions and problens which lcad to the counclusion, as wvell as
the final conception or product its.1f. Slovly or quickly, the
members are thus better able to make up thelr ninds conclusively,

3.3



Finally, in rcspect to Johnoon's procedure in regard o the
Dational Question. '

2 in ny cOrrcnpondance and discussions witn conrnde Gotes
: (which covercd the sane ground eontained alco in Shachtran'g "un-
1 answered" letter), I have cxpressed my. opinion on this mattcr,

and I sumnorize ny vicws Mere., Aftcer our last digecussion I of-
fered to weitc to the Nntional Office all that I had told Gatcs,
but he said it was "unncccessaryM. And teuly, what could be re-
solved that way?. Letters and polenmices hardly provide satisfac-
tory mcans for scttling propcrly these kXinds of questions, A
prelininary prerequisite to any adequate solution 1s a genulnely
fraternal attitude betwveen the partics immedintely conccrned, in
or outside thc formal confincg of the Committcece. That is the
first thing that should be put first, as the surest way cither to
an adequate solution or a dccisive conclusion. It is what the
membership desires and descrves. '

In my view it 1s en”ircly possiblc to regulate and adjust
nmatters ns to ensurc what everyone says he wants -- a discussion
on the National Question on an cducational, non-factional plane,
unaggravated by the intrusion of matters utterly apart fron the
nerits of the Hationnl Question. All cfforts should be dirccted
that way. I sce nothing tliat nced seriously stand in the way
of normal organizational functioning Trom top to botw.om in the
Party. ‘

roruit me to odd: It would be a simple mtter Tor e to ci-
ter into detail and to set forth other and all the frcts in ro-
ply to a varicty of assertions ond allegations in the Shacntrmon-
Gates articles. If nccessary, it can be Gone. I have, aowcver,
-refrained fron consideration of sccondary and extrancous matiers
and limited myscl? to a conclsc prescntation of ~nd proposal for
~the disposition of the orgnnization issue, in the intorests of
the National Question discussion and the Party welfarc generally.

Iy concliision is: It is not inmportnnt in the discussion of
the Netional Question whether I votcd Ffor the rosolution or want-
ed to change ny vote., I take full responsibility for ny politic-
al views of today--or tonorrow, What nntters is the soundness
or correctincss of the views expressed by anyonc--whether as reso-
lution, orticles or questions--and the consideration on their
nerits of such resolutions, articles and questions by cveryone,
whethcr leader or reank and filer., Whoever injccts other ques-
tlons at this time is the onc who beclouds and nuddics un the
discussion on the Hational Question; and thus carrics the ro-

- 8ponsibility for deflecting the discussion of the Nationol Ques-
s tlon onto o wrong coursc. '

July 31, 1943 , ‘ Harry Allen
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