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SUPPLEMENTARY REU30LUTION TO T POLIT
RUESOLUTUON

In order to carry out the tasks 22t forth in the Political resolution
and in order bhest to effect the consolidation of the party vwhich 1s
essential for accomplishing ths t-oks that face 1t in the doning
period, the party decides:

1. In order that the party be in . behtter position to estimate just
what forces it has, the convention decides upen an immediate and com-
plete re-registrotion of ‘the weubarship. The re- registration shall
be conc Uﬁtvd by the branch, sittians as a coriittee of the whole,
taking vp the case of cach individwol wmember, zscertaining the edtent
to which he or she has discharged his or her party rcsponsibilities
in the pa-t period, and requiring from every member sho re-registers
g minlnum schedule of activity 1nd financial support for the future.
hose members failing to confor to the requircments of wmembershlp,
or expressiang their inability or unwillingncss to undertake respon-
sibilitices ir the future, must cithcr be dropped from the rolls or
bc placcd on a probation period of not more than three nonths, at the
gnd of which hls full iierbershipy in the party will be roconsidered,

G part“ re-registration should at the same time scrve as an indus-
trial recgi LP"thn.Of the party mcubership,

2, "To rccommiend urgently to the ¥Y.B.8.L. the fusion of its brouches
and meabers with the branches nﬂ membership of the Workors Party.
The advontages accruing from the scparate cxistence of a youth or-
goniza-ion nre iIndisputable; so lS, in gencral, the nced of a spce-
al youth orgunization to deal in its own way with thc special prob-
lems of the youth in industry and in society as a wholc. XHowcver,
thc concrcte nceds of the pariy at the proseant tine would bost be
crved by a centralization of 211 the forces standing on our progra,
with the corresponding reduction to a minimun of uuplic tion of
¢fforts, consider:tions which no! outweigh the advantages of the
preacnt division into two organinmations. Should guch a fuslon take
place, the party will nake ;1001 1 ndministrative provisions for the
cgtablishment of youth comaittecs wherever possible, charged with
the spocizl task of guourv1ulu; the reeruitnent and training of
youth to Iﬁﬂty nebers hip. The party rcquests the Y.P.3.L. to or-
ganize v iwcdiate discussion of this proposal and to adopt a
avornblc de ciulon ot thc carlicst possible moment,

3., In ordecr to lay srcater cmphasis upon the party's oricntation
to the industrial workcers, né to cpced the transfornation of the
party into o Ir dominantly prolct.:ricn organization, the conventlon
decides to concentrate upon the cctoblishaont and upbuildiwp of
branches in the thrce kev industreoil conters which ars now “the out-
stonding wexk spots of the pwrty, nasely Detrolt, Cleveland, and
flttsbur“h. To achicve this task as quicklv as possible, the Follti-
cal Coxzitbtee is to draw upon the membership of alrexdy cstablished
branches for the puryosc of scnding groups of party and “ormer-YPSL
members ints the thrce citiecs nwicd, a6 to provide, as soon as it
is posaikle, for at least two org:n: srs devobting their full time to
these citics. In addition, the Lot sanpgeles osrganization, In collab-
oration with the Politicnl Counititvce, is to assign meubors of its
branches to work in the Eay arca for the purposc of strougthening the
party orgonigeotion in that inductrlcl region,
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4, Towards the samo purposc as mcntioncd at tho boginninrg of Point
8, the cxcoutlve committees of all branches and locals shall bo ach
up, at the next regular op specinl clections, in such a maunor og to
assurc & preponderance in all these “bodics of proletarian clements,
that is, thc excecutive committecs shall be composcd of factory or
shop workecrs to an extent of not lcss than sixty percent of the mom-
bership of thesc bodics. .

5, In order to improve the funztioning of the branches and riisc
their political level, amd to 3tiengthen the relations betweoen the
nembership of the party aga its 1.-ding cormittee, thc convention de
decldes th.t cvery membzg of the Zoliticel Comaittec shall, in the
coursc of thc coming yoar, gpen? not less than three months at 2
time in 2 glven city outsidc of New York, not as a substitute of the
local organizer, but devoting himsclf to the educttion ~nd training
of the Party membership, to participation in tho Intornal work and
cxternal activitics of the local organization, and to tizhtening
the bonds between the local an? nutlonal organizatlons with a view
- towards preporing the party to function propcrly under any cirium-
stances, The locals to which the Folitical Yomnitteo nembers ore ‘
to be asgigned are Buffalo, ‘hiladelphia, Cleveland-Akron-Yittsburgh,
Chic ago-Detroit, St. Louls aznd the West Coast.

. 6. 9o th-t the party may make tiic most effective usc of 211 the

; forces ot its dlsposal, the convention decides that the Political

¥ Committce shcll endeavor 6 have those comrades who rc now members-

=+ at large in localities which arc minor in political importsnsc or
whizsh have no early prospects »f organiz:tional developuent, tronse-
fer, where possible, to the centers upon which the Part—s 1s concen-
trating its cfforts,

7. Repardlcss of what system of financial rcsponsibilitice 1s es-
tablishcd by the convention, it Jdccides thrt cvery party —ember shall
bc rcecgquircd to give no loss than fiftcon percent of his weckly in-
coue to the organization. Bxcoptions to this regulrbion may be made
only by agreccaent with the National Comaittec.

8. In order to carry out without deloy or interruption the decis-
lons of this rcsolution, as well 23 the decisions adopted in the

i “Program of «ction, the convention cdecides upon the launching of a

.7 public campaign to ralse a £5,000 Party Builder Fund, with the

< assignoent of quotas to all brinchcs, to be collected onc ronth
fron the opening of the drive,

::dopted by the Folitical Vonmittee
Scptember 9th, 1941

For submlisstdn to the Sgcond Nation-
al Convention,
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AMENDI'ENT BY CARTER TO TH3 ABCVE R?éOLUTION: To declete gscction 4 ih
reg.ri to the composition of Exccutive Committces.
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T AMENDLZET BY CARTER TO THZ POLIPNICAL RASOLUTICH I¥ RIG.3D TO MR
'SHARMAN GROUF: Th:t the Party apnroves the Political Committee's
strussle agdnst the Shernan group os an anti-Harxist faction, but
disapproves of the P.C. decision dclearing that wmembers holding ond
advocating the views of the Sheri:n group arce to be oxpelled from the
Party for thc advocacy of such vicwa, The Convention endoracs the

o Carter motion on the quostion of the Sherman group., 1533




STALINIST RUSSIA: A BURE.UCRATIC COLLECTIVIST SOCIETY

Hitler's invesion of Russ’ :romght sharply to the fore the
confllcting views in the Vorier: ~.»%y om the class character
of the Soviet Union, Until tlher those holding diverse positions
on this gquestion were all unised Ly & commmon conception of the
reactionary character of Russia's role in the Sccond World War
and cox.on political coaclusious, Hovever, the new turn in the
war once again raised the probierm: Is Stalin conducting a pro=
gressive or reactionary war? Should we retain our position of
revolutionary oprosfhtion to all the camps in the Secound Jorld
War or beco.e supporters of Bussia in the war?

For our party thesc questiou necessarily raised thc funda=
mental problem of the class naturc of the Soviet Unim. Only
on this bosis can we establish clear and cornsistont critéria far
“deciding the character of Russicls war and our political taskse
Even morc: the dispute on this question hos alrcady reveclced
confusion and uncertainty on furdamental concepts of Marxisu
which far transcend irn importancc tihe 'Russian guestion' itscli.
Therc is little doubt that in this probklem, as in othcr matters,
our gonoration of iiarxists has failed to analyze adcquately the
new phenozona of our tines, to cromiune criticnlly our old doc~
trincs in the light of neow expcricnces, and 0 rcisc the vicws
found wanting, we have thus failcd to preparc oursclves for the
rapidly .aoving cvents and tnsis. WMot only have the old 1oveaents
failed, but the new movement for the Fourthi Intcrnmaticnal has
likewisc uot met the theorctical and pr-ctical tests which the
gocial crisis and the war have creatced.

It is imperative that this fact bo fronkly acknowlcedgcel; SO
that start.ng from a clear rcsognition of ‘the existence of a
crisis of cexism - for it is nothing loss than that = 7¢c ¢on
procccd collectively to rconlunte our old views and thus shorpen
the thecorcticnl and pracitical instruments indispcensible for
socinlish victory. So far 2s sho prescnd cuthor is consurncd,
the basis of such rc-cxaminaticns remaing the great sciontific
inrx and Enmels, which cmployed in the criticc

tcachings of
spirit cd-iscd by thc masters thomsclves alonc furnish the guldc
for our prcasont necds and for working class chnancination,

In thc present article I proposc bo discuss thc class
charceter of the Sovict Union, particularl - tho vicws of Leon
Trotsky, ancé prescnt my own position in positive form,

L. Trotsky's Analysis of Stnlinism
]

Trotsky oncc wrote: "You will agree thet o theory 1s in
genceral valuable only insofar as it helps to forcsce the course
of dovuloprcnt and influcnces it purposofully.J (Twe Defonse
o»f the Russian Revolutiosn pgse 22-20) . Let us apoly this sound
~concept o Trotsky's analysis of Stnlinisnm,. . ,Ep;



The origin of the Russison Trotskyist Opposition dates tack
to thc sharp factional fight which broke out in the Bolshoevik
Party after the dcath of Lenin, Trotsky analyzcd this struggle
as follows: In vicw of the f~g% that tho Bolshcvik Party had a
complcte monopoly of politieal puwor (that is, cxcluded 2ll
rival partics) the intercsts of the conflicting classcs sought.
cxprcssion through foctions of the ruling party. The Right Wing
reprcscentcd the Thormidoricn feoztiong the pressurc of the capie
talist rcstorationist olcments (the !mulaks, Nepmen, the 21d petty

“bourgois spccialists) and the 1-bor aristocr~cy (the better paid
workors, whitc collar ocmployccs, and trade union officinldom)s
On the other hand, the Left Opposition reoprescnted the intcrests
of thc working class’ In botwcon these two €lass forces wos the
" 8talin faction, the "burcaucratic centrist" wing of the party,
rcpresenting no independent class, but wavering between the two
fundamentoel factions, vecring in tho long run towards the Right
‘Wing, towardés bourgeous restoration, The defcats of tho West
Europcan socialist revolutions strengthoned both tho Right and
the Centre; which unitcd agninst 'the Left on the basis of
“"gocizlism in-onc country alonc‘.

The main interaal dangor, continucd Trotsky, camo from the
capitalist olements, and politicnlly tho Right Wing. The lattér
favored o slow temzo of industrialization and collectivization,
and incrcascd concessions and conciliction with the rich and
middle peasants, The Sgalinists were atiacked primarily for

~congtantly conceding to the Right Wing, Trotsky spokc of the
cxistence of clements of dual power in Buassia, bourgeois and
prolctarian. He warned that thce destruction of the prolctarian
wing. of tho party whsuld'shell'thé victory of the Russian Thermi-
dor, that is, thc destructizn of natlionalized property and the
‘cstablishment of capitalism. Such, cccording to Trotsky, was
thce objoctive mcaning of the frctional fight in the Bolshovik
Party and the logic of its dovclopacnt,

In corly 1928 Trotsky wrotc: ..,"'tho socialist choracter

of industry is determined and sccurecd in a decisive reasurc by
the rolc of the party, the voluntary internal cohesion of the
prolctaricn anguard, the conscious discipline of the a~dainis=—
trators, trade union functionarics, members of shop nuclei, ctc.
If we allow that this web is wcakening, disintegrating, and
ripping, then it becomes absolutely sclf-cvident that within a
bricf perisd nothing will remairn of the soclalist character of
st~tec industry, transport, ctc.e The trusts and individual fac-
“torics will begin living an indcpondent 1lifc, Not a tracc will
be lcft of the planncd beginnings, so weak at the prescat time,
‘The cconomic strugglcs of the workdrs will acqulre a scopc un=~
rcstricted save by the relatisn of farces, The state owncrship
of the meons of production willi be first transformed into o juri-
dical fiction, and later on, cven the latter willl be swept awaye"
(Cf The Tird Intcrnatiomal Aftcr Lenin, pge. 300.) .

Trotsky'ts pragnosbs werce rcfuted by hiétary. The First Five
Year Plan, fut into cffect a fow months after he had ponancd the
above lines, strcngthencd the centralized state ownership and con-
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trol over thc trusts and factorics, and extended the planncd
cconomy on a scale ncver rcached before. The Bolshevik Party
was destroyed, both its Left Wing and Right Wing liquidnted
politically and physically. Tho proletarian web" was broken,
but the Stalinists oxtended their totalitarian domination over
cconony. At the same time the burcaucracy dcstrogcd virtually
all the 914 caritalist clemonts in the cconomy. ontrary to
Trotsky's prcdictions the destruction of the Bolshevik Party dild
not rican the cnd of statc property and planning; Russia did not
travel the road of Tormidorian, capitnlist restoratisn, On tho
contrary, the Stalinist counter-revolutlon took a new, hitherto
“unknown path, thc road of burcaucratic absolutism,

Yot Trotsky in the above quotation (and on innumcrablc other
sccasions) stated that "the socialist character of industry is
detormined and sccurcd in a decisive mcasurc by the role of the
party, thc voluntary intcrnal cohosion of the proletarian van-
guard, ctc.” That is, the socialist character of state industry
was detcermincd by the domination of the prolctarian party in the
statc and through it in tho cconomy. Or put in another way, the
cconomic power of the proletariat rcsted on 1ts political power.

Confronted by the unoxpected developrient of the destructim
of thc political power of the working class and the strcngthen-
ing of statc property and planning, Trotsky Taccd the dilermas
Either to maintain his 0ld critcericn and affirm that Russia is
‘no longer a workers! statc and its cconomy no longer Tgscialist™;
or to rcvisc completely the Marcist conception of tho workers
statc, Hc chosc the latter coursc and thercby abandoned the
Marxist vicw which he hod hcld until then. He now affirmed that
1t was the statc owned character of property which determined
the socialist character of the cconomy and the proletarian na-
turc of the state. The burcaucracy's cxpropriation of the poli-
tical powcr of the working class, hc added, only significd that
Russia was a "degencratcd", workcrs state, politically dominated
by a Bonapartist burcaucr-rcy.

Unfortunately, Trotsky ncver subjected his old analysis 6o
a thorough critical cxamination. Hc¢ never sought to oxplain
why, contbary to his prcdictions, Russia did not travel the
Thermidorian, capitalist road of counter-revolution cvén though
the political power of the WQrkin§ class was destroycd. It is
true that hc often declarcd that "the burcaucracy after a stubborn
rosistance, found itsclf compeélled by the logic of its own in-
tercsts to adopt the progran »f industriallzation and collcctiv-
Tzation." (The Kirov Assassination pg. 25. Emphasis in original).
But this would only indicatc that the logic of the burcaucracy!s
own intcrcsts was not capitalist restoration (or’socialism) but

its own absolutist rulc in the statc and cconomy.,

And in rctrospect, was the Right Wing of the Bolshevik Party
the "Thormidorian" faction? Here again Trotsky never rc-cxomincd
this qucstion in great detail, However, he did write in 1938:
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3 "The latest judical framo-ups were almed as a blow ageinst
tho loft. This is true also Sf the nopping up of the lenders o
tho Bignt OLpositiosn, becausc the Bight group of the Bolshevik
Party, sccn from the vicwpoint of the burccucracy'!s Intcercsts
-3 and tcndoncios, represented a lcft danger." (Of Program and

i Resolutions of tho Founding Coni-rcncce of the Fourth Internation-
al. PgS. 46-47. Emphasis in original). ,

: This corrcct appraisal of tho rolatisn batweon thce Right
Wing and the Stalinists involves a serisus revision of “tho old
view as to the "class struggle' in thc Bolshevik Party. It is
strange indoed, that tho Right Wing, the "Thermidorian' faction,
whosc policy was that of rcsistarce to rapld industrialization
and colloctivizatisn, was t5 the left of the burcaucracy vhich
"oy the logic of its own intcrcsts” adopted the program of rapid
industrialization and collectivization. Strange, that is, from’
the vicwpoint of thosc who hold that Bussia is a worker's state.
It should be rccalled that in 1629 there werc Russian Oppositim -
ists who advocated a bloc with the Right Wing against Salinisn.
Trotsky at that time wrotc a vitriolic attack on this proposal
as "unprinciplecd," becausc it would mean a united front of the
Loft and thc Right against the "Centrists", In this casc, as

in othcrs, the falsc analysis led to incorroct politicse

II, STALINISM AND BOWAPARTISM

Trotsky defended his new position that that the Sgalinist
Sgate is a workers! statc though the working class has nd poli-
“tical powcr by citing bourgois Bonapartist rcgimcs, Under Bo=-
napartisnm (and Fascism) thc bourgeoisic is de:rived of all po-
1itical p-wer and 1s in fact pslitically oppresscd. Despite
this, the bourgeoisic renmains socially the ruling class and the
regince is bourgois in character. Sgnlinist Bonapartism, accord-
ing to Trotsky, has an analogous relation to the ~Rwgsian work-
ing class,. : ' '

The aralogy would be valid only if the political expropria-
tion ST the working class had bcen accompanicd by tac strcengthen=--
Tng o 1Es oConoriCc and Soclal power, 16s dominntion over Socictye.
Such w:s the cusc undcr all Bonapartist rcgimes: the political
expropristion of the Bourgeoisic was accaipanicd by (or more
exactly, w~s thc precondition for) the strengthening of 1ts
ccononic and social power, (In a morc conplex form this holds
truec for Fascism). Marcists have adduced abundant cnpirical
cvidence to prove this contcention,

But what docs the cvidence show as rcgards Russia? Sinmply
this: that the working class has been deprived of all ccononic
and social be well as politicnl power. The strengthening of .
statc property and planning, which allegedly significs the social
rulc of thc prolctariat, rcsultcd in the incrcased cconomic, so-
sical and political oppressiosn of the working class. Hore 1s a
process ‘which is the cxact oppositc of what occurs undcr Bona-
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By his analogy, however, Trotsky rcvealed an Important
nethodological error which perricates his writings on Stalinist
Russin., In sccking to cxplain the differcent possible forms
of working class rulc by citing the dlversc forms of bourgols
rulc, Trotsky failed to give adequate reccognition to the de-
disive, qualitative difforcnces wnetween proletarian and bourgcois
rule, 1In osther contexts, for cix~uplc, In his theory of tho por-
mancnt revolution Trotsky proccceded from the basis of the totally
nov. charncter of proletarian rule as compared t> all previous
class rulc; to wit, the working class rmst first conquer politi-
cal powcr, and through 1ts own state organizc ccondmy. (And
with successful socialist revolutlons internationally bulld a
world socialist cconomy which would lcad to the dlssolution of
the workers! states and the prolctariat as a class to triumph
of a world socialist classlcss soclety.) '

Every ruling class has its own laws of developrient and ifts
own forms of oconomic, social and political domination (riilo) o
The bourgeoisic, for cxanmple, first dovelops 1its cconoriic power
(capitalist ownership of. the means of production and exchange)

'in the womb of feudalism, and then struggles for political and

social powcr, 1In bourgeois socicty, in other words, the rule of
the capitilist class rcsts basichlly on bourgedls private pro-
perty. Thc state power defending this property may be in the
hands of a scmi-fcudal aristocracy, a nilitary clique, a par-
limncntary government controlled by the big bourgeols or petty
bourgeois partics, a Bonapartist burcaucracy, a fascist burcau-
cracy, ctc. Quitc the contrary is the casc of the prolctarian
rcvolution and prolctarian statce The prolctariat is a property-
lcss class. Its controsl over ccononyy and its domination in ’
socicty is possible only through first winning political power,
It 1s through its state power that the working class becoues the

' “ruling class and dcvclops the conditions for the abolltiom of

all classcs, the socialist socicty. Without politicnl pdwer
the working class cannot be the ruling class in any CRSC.

Of csurse, thc workers! statc may assunme diffcrcent forms,.
But whotcver the f£arm the state must cxpress the political power
of thc prolctariat, Oncc it is acknowlcdged, as Trotsky and
cveryonc in our movenent has, that the Russian workers have no
politifal power whatsocver, that is tantamount to saying thot
Russia is no longcr a workerst! state, :

But can there not be a sick, decgemerated workers! state?
History has glven the answer: the regime of Lenin and Trotsky
vas a sick, burcaucratizcd revolutionary workers' state - as
Lenin and Trotsky themsclves often affirmed. In a healthy
workers! stote there would be couplete workerst! democracy, the
working class cxercising its power democractically through
sovicts, trade umins, rival partics. This state of affairs,
as is known, nover cxisted in Russla, The peolitical rulc of
the working class was cxpresscd almost cexclusively through the
dictatorship of the prolctarian party, thc Bolshcviks (with
cxtrcrec linitations on sovict and union denocracy from the
carlicst days)., The adninistration of tho state and tho
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cconony in culturally backward and isolated Russia, while con=
trolled by the Bolshcviks, was in the hands 5f a burcaucracy.

The Bolshcviks expcected, and worked for, the ecxtension of the
Russian Rcvolution into the morc advanced industrial countrics
which would brcak the impcrialist oncirclemont, and raisc Ruyssian
industrial and cultural lcvel, aal thus crecate the prcconditions
. for complctc workers'! doriocracy. ’

When thesc conditions did not materialize the Stalin faction
which controlled thc party apparatus cxpressed the doninant de-
~sire of tho burcaucracy for a pecaccful and stable natlonal cxist-
cncc, - The 21d Bolshcvik (and bourgcois) clenents of the burecau-
“eracy werce climinatcd, and a nev burcaucracy crcated. The theary
and practisc of national socinlism, "sociclisn in onc country al onc'
was devceloped as the great social rationalization ('idcology")
of the burcaucracy. With the Stalin f-ction as 1ts rcprescntative
.1t utilized its centralized administrative control of the state
and cconciyy to conduct a civil war to destroy its internal
opponcnts, prolctarian and bourgois. On the one hand, it decs-
troycd the limited workers'! denmocracy that had existed, 1li-
quidated the o1d Bolshevik Party, and convertcd the Communist
International Into the world dctachnent of Stalin's Forcign
Officc and GPU., On tho other hand, it wirped out virtually all
rcrimants of the 51d capltalist clerients in the cconomy, strength-
cncd state Lroperty and oxtonded the industri~lization and
collcctivization of the country., Thus when the Stalinists
announcod " the couplete and irrcvocable victory of socialism®,
they were indecd proclaining to the world the triumph of
burcaucratic collcctivisnm, - -

ITI. Burcaucrntic Collcctivisn:
What XKind of New Sacicty?

Stnlinist Russia is thus a rcactionary state based updn a’
new systcem of cconomic exploltation, burcaucratic collectivisn,
The ruling class is thc burcaucracy which through its control
of thc statc collcctively owns, controls and adninisters the ncmns
of production and cxchangc. The basic motive force of the cconony
1s the cxtraction of more and morce surplus labor from the toilers
8o-as to incrcasc the recvenuc, power and position of the burcau-
~cracy., The cconony is organiged and dirccted through state to-

talitarian planning and political terrorism, - The toilers arc
conpellecd by the state (as well as ccononic nccessity) to 1abor
in the factorics and ficlds. Forced labor is thus an inhercent
fecaturc of srcscnt day Russian procductive reclations,

The rclatisns within tho ruling class = the sharc vhich
individual burcaucrats rcccive of the wealth rroduccd, their
‘rclative power and position, the manncr in which persoins cnter
or arc forccd »ut of the ruling class =~ arc dcternined by non-

ccononic, prinarily political frctors,

Through tho state rionopoly of forecign trade the burcaucracy
has a corplete nonopoly over the Intcecrnal market; for the cxploi-
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tatlon of thc abundnnt uaterinl and hwian resoyurcea of the country
for investngnt apd for salo of 5oods, This monoroly is indisien-
sable for the Stalinist imperialist explolitation and Duprecsion

of the national ninority peoples of the Sovict Union (the
Ukr~inicns, the Georglans, ctc.) :

While burcaucratic c¢ollcet:visa Lins succecded in rnising
the industrial level of the couniry, its productive relations
arc trericnous dbstacles o the rocl growth of the goycicl pro-
ductivity of 1lubor, the raising of the liviug gt~niards of tho
nasscs, and the ccononic and politicnl fr.cdom of thc worlicrs
and peasnts. Desplte the organizational advantnges of stnte
owned 1monoioly of socianl property and tho vast intcrnel morket,
and totclitarian planning (aided by the importations >f advanced
dapitrlist tcchnigue) Stalinist Russia hnas cxpericncel a growing
doecline in the annual rote of incrcasc of industrial output; and
an incr.asing disproportion between the income of the bur.cucracy
and the mew intellegentzia™ 2 the one hand, and the income of
the macs of workers and peasants on the othor, (In rccent yenrs
the yearly rate of increasc of inCustrial procuc tion has been,
accorsing to official figurcs, only twice the rnte cx cricnced
under Czarisn.) '

The terrorlstic roginc which is an integral part of bu-
rcaucratic planning (thc burcaucratic rroductive relations)
lcads to comstant disruptions in production; cisproportions
in the output of the various industrics dencendent upon onc
anothecr and thercfore large scnle ccononic wastej; 1ow cificiency
5f production. The constant purges of the burcaucracy lcad '
to vast atsruptions of planning and sroduc tion, The 1low w-~;es,
speed up, (and poor housing) have lend 5 such large turnovers
of 1labor, duspitc laws restricting 1rbor 11obility, that far
strictcr laws carrying penaltics including death scntence, h~a
to be proclaincd to maintnin produc tiom, The. progressive,
organic and long range developrent 5f theo productive forces,
the rval growth of the social profuctivity of labor, anl. the
raising of the standard of living of thc masscs dcrand séientific
vlanning, that is, dcmocratic planning by and the nasscse. This
“is the antithcesis of Stalinisn,

3]

S

Then agrin, burcaucratic collectivisn is a nationally 1li-
mitod ceonomay (or norce accurately, confimed to a single, brck=
word "empire”, Stalinist Russia)e In relation to the c-..italist
jrperialist stntes BRussia occupics the position of a huge na=
tional trust which by mondyolizing the home narked intcnsifics
the c.ontrrdiction cxisting withia thesc countrics betwuecn the
“tonduncy for the unlimited incronsc sf the capitnlist productive
forccs and the growing linmitations =f the narkets for cozital
investoont and for the scle of e¢n: odities. From the stanlpoint
5f Russian industrial and cultural Zevelopment, the overthrow
5>f worl< capitolism is on indispensable condition for the 11-
borati n of its own natiomally confined productlve forcos, 89
that it could beacfit fully fror the advanced Western tcchniq uc
and t~ke its place as an integr:l part of a rrogressive world
cc-noye. Here also, burcaucratic collceetivian (Stalinign) ro=
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veals its socially rcactionary character in its role as an
agssistant of out-lived capitalist imperialism in the task of
destroying the indcpendent working class movenient for socialisn,

Thus, from the day of its birth, the new Stalinist socicty
is a reactionary obstaclc t5 thc developmient of Russia and world
soclcty towards soclalist freecd~i and sccurity. Froa a histori-
cal vicwpoint, Russia has tokon a bagtard path backward from the
reginc cstablished by the Bolshovik Revolution, It 13 from the
start torn by contradictions and antagonisns which cxclude 1its
assuiaing tho progressive road comparably to carly bourgedis soc-
foty. It arrives on the scene of history as an cxpression of
“world social reaction; at a time when the world ccononic condi-
tions alrealy oxlist frma grcat leap forward from class cxploite
ation to saocialist frecdom and plenty; and when the wprking class
is the only social powcr which can bring about the progressive
transformation of socicty. :

. The tlass conscijus workers have no intcrests in cormon

* with this new system of expdoitation and oppression, burcau-

cratic ¢ollcctivism. In wartimo as during pcace the rcvolu-
tionary socinlist rust not give any support to the Stalinist
statc., Our task is that of awakening the working class o
socialist strugglc agrinst burcaucrcotic collectivisnm, Fascisn
and demockatic Luperialism; anl for working class power and
soclalisn, ' '

(t> be cont.)

Joscrh Carter.
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FOR AN ZDUCATED. L TiRERSIIP

With a year and a half of existence of owr organization concluded, and
the Party in e midst of a pre-convention discussion, it is only
natural that both the leadership and tne s ribershlp as a vhole should
look to see whut we lmve accomplisicd and vhere we have failed. Such
a-review on wmy part has led we to various conclusions.

liost noteworthy among the accompliziv-ents of ow small organization
has been tle izsuance of Labor Action es o weekly organ. Too much
stress cannot %e laid on this achicvement, cne worthy of mention under
any conditions, and especially when accowplished by a small organiza-
tion like curs; and the period in which it was neceasary for us to
eatablish ourselves as an organization. Uitk this achlevement must

be included the issuance of The New International, our theoretical
organ, and 1ts cnlargement to a 32 Dage nagazine.

Noteworthy alsc avre the three National Tours executed by our organiza-
tion in a ycar znd a half. These, not only for the internzl effect

of drawing our organization more tightly . together, but for thoir
azitational ané propacanda value, viiicn, I an sure, nced rnot be olab-
orated upon here, . . : :

winat has perhaps been the moat all-inclusivo acconplishimont of our
orgenization, however, hus boen "the prolotarianization of our Party".
“And I put that in quotes because I feel that ol though we have made a
long stop forward on thc road towards pirolctarianization of our Party,
‘waat wo havo uccomplishod in ti3 matter of sonding our members into
Andustry cannot be rightly called Proletarianization of our ranks.
‘Our Pardy ccn beecome a nroletarian party (that is, a paerty made up of
Workers) only by bringing workers into our rcnks. We have taken the
firat step in gec ting our =acmbers to th: workers in the shops, fac-
‘tories and unions. Tac noxt aten - the mroletarianization of tho
Porty - will e acconplished vhien thozc viorkors are brought into our
rty. It i3 notv accomplishcd only by scnding our Farty mcmbers to
‘the workers. I repcat, (becausc I belicve that nany mombers think
‘that when the Porty membership goes into tiac factorics, that is the p
‘prolcturianization of the Party) - what we have accomplished 1s only
the first ste) towards the prolcturianization of the Workers Party.
But becuasc it 1¢ svueh an important prercquisite to owr goal, cnd be-
cavsc it has boen accomplished to such o gratifying degrece, too much
8tress cannot b »nliccd on the Importancc of this achicvement.

dowever, in order for the organiz.tion %o be able to accomplish the
next task in this dircetlon, soiethins mors is nccded than the pres-
ence of our members in basic industry. Thad somcthing mers I rofer
to is an cducct:d memborship., It is in this ficld of cducation that
she organizaiion 1iis Lags.d 1tost. And it is »rociscly the cducation
of the newborshin that is the rost importeont step to e taken in the
next »suriod. For n ignorant merinerghnip cannot pogsibly meet the re-
quirericnts of e day. If cvory last rcaber of the Workers Party

¢ Wero to find nis Dluaecc in industry tomorrow, tiat would riot ncceasari-
ly mcon ©hiit we would br ablc o do the Job rcquircd oi us; for an
lgnorant weiibership not only would not know how to conduct itsclf at
their jobs or in the unions, but would Lave a hard tiu bringing the
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workers they arc in contact with, furthcr thon the first steps towards
clags-eonsciousncss.,

Thls ignorancc of the fundamontcl srinciplces of liarxism and Bolshevism
hus becn moat clearly demonstrated in &l defcctions of Burnhum, An-
drews, thc Sherman group, the Corhiit clique cnd lostly of Dwight
Ifacdonald; in thac cffecta theac defcetions had upon the membership as
a whelc. '
Our rcaolution on thc Aims, th. Tasks imnd the Structurc of the Workerd
Party, adopted at the last Conveontion, wmade @ point of atressing the
fact that we verce on orgenizaition foundcd on Zolshevik practlccs and
traditions .né rocted in thec »rinciples of arxism. Yot the lcader-
ship of <h: organiz.tion, with thc tacit support of the ranks, por-
mitted a Shermon. to tcach anti-Eolshevisin ond anti-Marxlsm to a group
8f young corirzdca whom he finclly lcd out of our orgahization and into
tic ranks of the Sociali:t Party; it »ncrittcd a Macdonzald to put
forth (cven in our weckly propaganda ncwsnoper, and not during a pro-
convention dizcussion period) theorics on faseism and the Statc that

. had and could have rothing in cormaon with Marxism; it permitted Cor-

bitt to held tozether a grouvp of wmembors in a cliquec bascd ncither on
organizational nor political differcnces untll i1t beeamo nccecssary to
oxpcl tic oatire group from the organization, And 2ll thils under the

culzc of demceracyl That, I foel, is carrying domocracy o little too

far, and certcoinly ocut of the bewnds of Zolshceviam.

It is truc, the organization, in its sudport of the Pelitical Commite

tog!s dccision thot the holding by the Sherman group of its anti-Bol-
shovik and mnti-iiarxist idcas 2as an organized bloc was incompatible

‘with Porty merbership; in its agrocuont with the Politlezl Committeo

on ity atond agoinst llacdonald and thoe viows he was putting forth;
cte., ascina reitorated the foet that thcy were and wished to r emain
2 Dolshevik Party, rootcd in the prirncislcs of liarxism. But I con-
tend that thie faet thait theae clenonts werc permitted to romain in

our organizasicn until they werce ready thomsclves to "leave; thot
Sherman was ablc to build around hinsclf o group of comrades ho was
eblc to toke with him out of a rovelutionory, Dolshevik, larxigst
organiz:tion; the fact thut in the Ruzaion discussion now taking place
a good pereontoge of the momborchilp focls tiaet they arce net cquipped
to takec o peisition on the class caharacter of the Soviet State becauso
they are nct sufficicntly cduecated in fiorxion cconomles, ote.; shows
that whilec we have a meapcrshin thot wants to be part of a Bolshcevik
llarxist organizction, they do not yobt suificioently krow the principlos

of Bolshcvism or lLiorxism.

This, comrades, ia acncthirg that nust reocclve furst and concentrated
att:ntion ir the next jcricd. Lot only must the loadorship takc the
i

nceessary steps in actting up 2 roally well-functioning ZEducaticenal

- Departaent, but the oemborahin itsclf must settle down teo some real

rceding and studyine. Cencentrated outlincs (aleng the linca cof tho
rceently nHuslizhed "A.B.C. of Harxisgm”) wd study cleosscs in &ll
localitiss ruat de besed on: 1. The histery of cur movement; 2, What
is Belshevism; 8¢ A study of organizationcl proccdurc; wnd 4. A
concentratod study of Marxism in cll ita aspeetse This cducational
progrom for the mcmbership muzt be the first and rmain peint dén our
Program of Acticn - for no cctivity, no wctter how important, caon or
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will have hny menning if the organization cag o wholc do~s not knew
wihat kind of arn orga izution 1t r:2lly 1z, ané why it 1o that kind

of organizcticn. Ve must know, all cf wy, uvhot it is that our zctiv-
ity is driving towards, or tuxt activity can hove no real mecaning nor
con it accomplish eny roal rosults in Shoe futurc.

Thisz articlcs gives in outline fora fHic nein deficlency of the organ-
ization in the past poriod. It oy mo :icins touches on 211 of uhcm.
Much can be said, crd prcebudbly vi1ll »o z2id oeut the incorrccectnesz of
this or that cetion or laek of acticn L was not intercsted, however,
in pecinting out LJO“C dbflCiCﬂCi Se t wes o far more Importunt dc-
ficicncey ot felt must boe brought uwr)lJ tc the atteontion of the
organization ond 0"3u01~1ly of the lcodershin - ho after 211, arc ro-
gponsible for sc vlng te it that thwe serborchip id educated zlong the
rignt lin~s arnd in the right dirccticn. t iz boeause I fecel that
unlc s th;~ lock of “ducotion is cecrroeted as quiekly as pessible all
our activity wnd cnergy cun come to nousht, That I lcave out comments
cn nast or futwrc Progrars of Actiomn,

!H.

FOR 4 STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR MOVEMENT - WHY Y/E SEPER:¢
ATED FRCM THE SECCND AND mmr INTERWATIONALS TO ESTABLISH
OUR OWN - THE FOURTH INTERNATICNAL

FCR A 5TUDY COF BOLSHEVISM!

FOR A STULY COF ORGAKIZATIONAL PRCCEDURE!

POR A CCECLN MaTLED STUDY 05 MARNISIN!

FCR 4 PARTY THAT mows WHAT IT MEANS WHEN IT SAYS IT IS A
BOLSHEVIK, MARXIAL PARTY! '

Mimi Slater
Central Branch, Lozal New York
Sent, 12,1941
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