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POLITICAL LISOLUTICK ON Min VAR AND TIE Tasild 0.7 20ld "UQL TGS
B PARTY - Adoonted by the lNational Plenu:

. . Aucust 10th - 11th, 1040

ime Jorld war has entered a second sta-e of its develorrzent, In the

first stare, marked by al.rogt a ye.y oif warfare, Cerrwn hus conquered

virtually 2ll of northern and woutorn Zurope and deztroyed iz old

Anglo-French douination of " - comtincnt, Durone hags vroen partitioned

into tirrec aphercs by tlic v.c.ol w.o tbdok ti lion's shore and is
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dividins ihe reat among ey SLLiag, féuly a1d thw sSoviet Unione -The
gecond starc, by all indlcations, will be marked by sme Airect assault
upon Znzland and the Iritish finire with tl.c ain of-dividing it, as

- well ag tre rreonck colonial empire, Lotween Geraany -znd Itely, and

. 4:c soviet Union and Japan. I Zn-land succombs to the lous of

. Germany and Italy, the ‘stace will 'be sob for the third round which

E will be marked, in all probability, »y a titantic. strugplo hetween

' the United States, on the one side, wnd German and/or Janan on the

. othcr, for hegemony i atin America and the .
- othcr, For hegemony in Latin imer: nd t Orient

;lThe course of the war to date ha® confirmed in all csscntials the
L analysis and position adopted by our party before and since the out-

i break of hostllitles,

-

L (a) This is not a locallzed, continental war, but a world war, tho

f world war, in a far more literal sense than was the war of 1014-1918.
FNot a single continent 1s emcmpt from participation in it. Tomorrow,
f that will hold true of every country of the world. Beforc thc present
Fwar 1s finally endcd, every single couptry of the centire 1lobe will
Fhave been érawn Into it as a dircct or indlirect particirant. Unllke

- the last v r, in this one there arc no neutrals; there are belligerents
b and non-bolligercnts who arc feverishly preparing for particiration

L at tho cairlicst moment. . " o

2(b) This is not n war botwecn democracy and fascism or bctwcen natlenal
 -sociczlism cnd plutoerncy, but 2 war of imperlnlist powers for thcre=~
division of the world's spoils - colonics, spherecs of influonce,

L sources of raw materials and of cheap labor, traide routus, f1.clds of

¥ invcstments, cte ., This his been graphiecally rcvealed by tac oub-

f broak of the war in the Noar Exst and the eolonies of northorn Africa;
Fby the overnight transformation of U3emoeratie" Frincc into totallta-
Erian France under the cdontinuing rule of the French "demoeratst; by

f tho strugglce for the colonial domintutlon of Asla between Englind and
apan and thc Unitcd Strites by the desper:te cfforts b cooncration
betioen the United States dumocrncy and the Lotin-Americ:n dicgator-
Eships; by thc progressive developuent towa;ds 4 totalitariin regime in
Fall thce democratic countrices. '

¢) This is not a war for thec defemsc of the Soviet Union from lmper-
2list atteck, but an imperialist war in which the Kremlin nutocracy

s prrticipating intcgrally. In the past ye:r, the slognn of "defonse
£ the soviet Unlon" h:s mcint, coneretely nnd in prictiso, objective
ssistonce to the military strategy of Berlip-Rome, snd fazilitating
he aggr-ndlzement and consolid:tion of the Stalinist regiie. The
sot th:t the imperialist subjugrtion of pnarts of old Folwnd, of the
Fthroc other Baltie countries, of southern Finland, of Becssarabia and
{Bukovini, tomorrow of thc resg of.Finﬂlhd.and p:rts of Turtoy, of
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 tho Neur E-st and of China, may result in a purcly militory fortifi-
L ction of thc Sovict Union agiinst eventual natticks by Geraany, docs

L not mitig:tc the counter-rcvolutionary stritegy and conduc i of the
 Kromlin in ony dceelsive respcct; nor dous 1t ncgnte the fict thot

b the foviet Unlon is today still im the camp of the Rome¢-Buorlin nxis.

b In the first place, the mannor nd conditions under which Wsovicti-
L 2 tion" of the conquercd territorics hrs beon nccomphished docs In-

b cnlculable harm not only to th. ¢ uec nd lntoerests of tho interna-

i tional labor and rcfolutionary wmovements by to the intercests of the

E Russixn 2cvolution 1itself, whigh is by no mcans compcnsatad Dy the

& cconomlc chnnges burcaucratic1lly introduced in the conquarcd lands.

b In tho s.cond pluce, the nlllancos in both impcrinlist camps cre of

- the most prcc.rious naturc (13 shown by the rccent and bitter dls-

f ruption of the Anglg-French alliwncc, which did not negate ¢ fact
fth it th> clliance cxistoed up to the time of its disruption. Should
bGermany begin to suffer 2 number of dofeats 't thc hand of wcr adver-
bsirics, thus promoting : shift of the Sovict Union from onc impcrialist
fcomp to the other, there 13 cveory reason to belicve that tho btnlinist
fburcaucricy will continue 1ts work of imperizlist deprecd-tious, only
fundcr th: hcegemony of unother w-r campb. The defcnsc of tho fusslan
iRevolution continucs, in thu prescnt w:r, to ¢~11l for thc policy of
ircvolutionary defeatism 1giinst the Kremlin dcspots. The slezan of
Ethe dcfonsc of the Sovict Union is concelvable only in the snsc ofea
dircct impcrinllst assault upon the Union ané under conditlions where
ithce turcaucrrey (or, In the best viriant, its rovolutionnry sucecssors)

}4s conducting 2 progressive wWar.

3 The scns~tionally speedy defc-t of the democr-clcs on ¢ contl-
fncnt, and cspecinlly of france, has not recen without 1ts. influencc on
ho idcology nnd conduct of thd bourgcoisic in the still undefeated

apitalist-decmocr:tic lands. Phe fascist totalitarianism of Germany
ocs not represcnt  new social order differing both from socirlism
fand from capitnllism. It is rzthor the only way 1n which 1o cocihl
Isystem of copltnlist privat property can continuc to rulc in countries
hich, 1liic Germnny, Arc compellecd to solve in 9 non-socitlist manncr
¢the social ond political probloms that confront thom in this pcriod
bof highly aggrovited contradictions 'nd conflicts, c¢apitilist disin-
 togr 1tion, continuous world wir, and mitlonil nnd social reyvolutions.
EThe violont suppression of the cluss stmuggle, the curshiag of the
orking c2lss as an indcpendont forcc, the intensity of ctploitntion,
hc cxtrowc centralization of 111 cconomic ~nd political controls in
L the hands of an cnormously buronucr:tizcd state, the replaccient of
 tnc"nora21" capitalist ccenomy by an overwhelmingly war coonomy ==
11 these give a country like Germany the military-cconomic bosis for
strikiag cffcetlveness-superiority in modcrn tot:l war, IHowever
f harmful or rcstrictive this form of rulc may bc to the. intarcsts of
E capltalists 1n ~ny glven country, or to the, intcrests of iandividual
f capitalists, or to thu intercsts of capitillist groups, or to the
. tecmporary interests ¢f nll capitalists -~ Fasclsm 1s no lonzir o
b mttor of cholec but of incxorablc ncccssity for cipltnlist gacicty.
b Henco, thoe growing: trend in 11l enpitnl ’

o ist countrics tow:rds thc
b totclitaricn rcorganiz-tion of cconomy and politics, Engl-nd :nd the
' Unitcd St:tes included.

i Such roorganizitions(cspecinlly whon n1l
¥ other things, such 2s maturnl resources, man power,

: cte., rc more
F or lcss cqual) is the only cffectlve.way in which the bourgooig I3 ‘
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L democricics, with. thelir outmoded political ~<nd cconomic sect-up, can
f mcet the uhullonge of yountri s like Gormwny. :

: The Wor{erﬂ erty 1s not 1ndiffx renk to fhc outcome of struggle be-
‘twecn bourgceols demoeraey ~nd f scirm, 1t domonstr-ted this frct in
k- the position it tookec during . c¢vilv!~r in Sp+in. 'The orosent wor,
howcvcr, is not 7 strugglc tet:icern “wo tolitic~l systcems butbt rrther.
fbotween t%o rlv:l imperl llst ¢ urs. To support, in nny Wy or to
inny degroc, thc impc 1alist dcﬁou_ yi(s in th. w:r is not oily in-
fndnissible in princlple, from the stindpoint of the working cl-ss but
wms , morcover, support for the. victor",of onc or anothuir totnlltarian
opganiztion from “bove (2s in.Fr: nco) or by A mass fnscist movément
{13 in Gbrmﬂnv and J-t;qu) ,democratié cpithlism is doomed in the '
srcﬁcnt w2r, The altcrn: tivos before huminity -is the vietory in the
wr of onc or another frsclst or togallt: riin power, with’ lts con-
onlt“mt economic, political "n? culturnal birbarism, or the victory
g: the prolctarinn. sodirl revolution, the victory of the Third C‘mp,
) .“ ita ovonomic, politie~l 40d cultur: 38 ruorganiu)tion ‘2f ‘msoclety.

stutinv th t tho W rkcrs Pop Lf is not lndiffercnt to th* outcomo
‘the 3 rhrglo be tween bOU;FOOib democr-icy. xnd f‘scism,.ﬁ nreetical
>ogrmn of cction follcws. fho fight for soci~llsm docs ‘nat-rcan the

ite the contr:ry.. The’ fight for dombcrioy,  fromathc "proliterion: -
gnndpoint, cn be conduutcd onLy by socl 1ist,-1-b-, GllSa strugglo
oans; victory in thit fight can comc only as . ty-product of the
ugglce for socinlism. <he Wo"kors Party,. insisting at 111 times’
the nccd of Lndependent cliss :ctlion by the workers, wiruing
g2inst : ny tendency towirds lelng out class lincs by subo:Clnuting
ghe woriers to the control or lcadershivp of .the bourgcoisiz, champions
ory g'nulnc strugglce to miintain nd extend democratic rights in the
ntry. The party demands.the right to vote for 211 ment.ind women:
sorm the ~gc of 18 LpV“PdS 1nd._the holition of ~ll rcstriztions upon
Eo Negrot's right te. voto.' The party demands the right of ¢ pcople
0 vote on o declaration of war. The party 6 monds the rital of the
cd forces to clect and control treir officers. ;The party “emands
ionnligation of 1nduqtry, particularly of war industry, 1nd workers
joatrol of industry. <The party dommnia a pcoplets ~rmy, frec of the
fontrol of the miliﬂry caste 1nd the imperinllst govornnant. The
ty demnds tr:dc umion and consumers contrel of price rejul: rtion
) prcvent risc¢s in' the cost of living. The prrty demands :n cnd to
srct- diplom*cy.v The party resists 1ll cfforts .to curb or dcstroy
ho right of free spoech free pPCuu, frce asscmbly, wnmd ths right to
ﬁniZb and utriko . :

) The choice beforc tho peoplcs of the world is not confined. to
Ehe victory of the f:scist paworb or thce democr:tic cmpiruo,. nd ,
Jupport to tke latter isnot » leaser cvil, There is a third choice
the viztory:of the Third C nDt the cwmp of oprosition ©o toth
mpericlis® bunds, the cnmp. of he workcrs nd coloni .l peoles Af
Bhe world. In lcss than onc 'ye:r of the w.r, thc oxi s-onsye, virllity
and promisc of thce Third Camp has already been reven led, “Yust ns the
formyn victory over Friunce showed agtin the rotbonn(Ju of “ourgecls
gemocr. cy, 1lts org:nic kinship thh totnlitarinnism, so 1t zhowed A;
. . - _ /

fbandonment of the fight to maintuin 4nd extend all. democratic rights,
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the treiencous recuper  tive powers of the masses, =lwa2ys l-tent ~nd
‘* Tesdy to burst to the surfrce. %e do not yet know ho" m ny hundreds

of thouvurnds of French proletari:ns vere resdy, =t the tiue o the

debacle, to.t-ke up arms in revolutlicnsry struggle sgainst their own

L ruling ¢lees #nd ageinst Germsn - th»t is, againet the two imrerisl-

f . 1st camps. Both the French =nd CGerm:=n oour_60181e° fe-rec¢ the. imin-
k. ence 0of : new Commune in Frrnch, in ths erme wry thrt both the Eng-

" 1ish =né Germ:=n bourgeoisies ;eﬁr She vroszects of = netion=1l revo-
lution in Indis. To =cknowled; e, :8 ve do, th:t the imiiedi-te pros-
pects of world revolution -re¢ a- rk, does not mesn th-t we h»ve pny-
thing in ccmuon with pe<simism which mu:t be veliantly  =sné system—
stically reeisted. The right to revolutionsry optimiem iz o1 nted
L us by .n objdctive study of the world situ-tion. The world is not
hended 7 telly towsrds a peaceful.y-mzinteined fascist reorg-nization
and unity. Quite the contrayy. With every militsry vietory, the
difficulties »nd contr-cdictions of the victor ure multiolief. Vith
every =dcCitionsl hour in which the world's. precious stores of meter—
13l we;lth ¢nd humzn life =re destroyed in th¢ war, =ith overy sdei-
tionnl pcosles whom Gerin: ny or Italy or Jepen FUbJLCtS to ta. repacity
S G2pitslict X loit=tion ~nc n=tionsl oppression, the difliculties
e and contradictlon £ the vietor are multipiied. 3efors & yo-T of
fthe war h-d elapsed, ths French messes werc on-tho eve of revolt.

Thet it ¢id not mstcri=lizc is not evidence th-t it will not in the
Efuturc, but evidence only of the stete of unpreperednest of the messes
&nd tho grest difficultics of revolt under the conditions of frscist
rule still unimpaired by military defeat The workers muy sulfer more
fth:=n ono cefcst in thé period to come, but the ability of th: ruling
Qloss 5 'to continue in power and rksolv\ their problems in thcir wey
is ox. otly ‘& limitod =¢ the endursnce of the mssscs uncder the un~-

£ epe=k-blc horrors of the¢ wer. Unbroken t“necltv, rnd a c2lm vnder-
gt=nding of the overpowering fwctors which make for the continucd dis-—
integr: tlon cf capitalist °001nty ~re ~n indispenssbl:s rc-uirement
efor the prcoecrv-tion =nd extencion of the revolutionery movement: which
prepar-c for thr <ure triumph of world socislism. Co

o
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Thc Unitcd st-tes is now Drrtlﬁlp tins as a non~oe]1100r~nt in the

second “orld wer +~ith 211 th- pover st its comz»nd. "4 form:1l declwra-

tion o v:ur rlght nov sg=inegt Germsny, could sc-rcely producc any

i serious mlllt 'Ty chazngee In the lmsedizte situ- tion. Thé¢ militery
prepearocacese of the United ot -tes, suitable perhaps for = w-r like

thst o 1814-1918, is not suited to the present wor. The l:tter nalls

for th: rigic regimxnt.tloﬁ of lsbor ¢nd of indusctry, th~ high cen-

tralizztion cf cconomic controls in ths h=nd: of tho imperi-liet stete,

org:zftiz tion of th: country on the bs=gi¢ 0f ~n inclusive w:r cconomy,

“the acoumulation‘of rcat stores of matori:zl riservosz, ¥ast risourges

-of warfire cupplies %,nlps #irplsnes, t-nks, =rtill- ry, munltlons)

#nd oI tr:ined msn pover countlno mil;inno, military mrch-nlz.tlon

the sup rcesion of 211 pOllthPl opuvosition to the war. Ian me't of

“these -1c1df Ameriosn imp: ri:lisii hss thus f=r accomplishaC very 1ittl
comparcd to vhet 1t muet “ccomplish, to vh:t it h=s set $tssld to

‘acoomallwh =n¢ to vhat it will ﬁccomp;lsh in orcder to pl-y : Gecisive

FeNG victorious role int he war. 15
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Despite the previcus lag, hovever, the huge m=t rial =nd aornl ro-
sourczs of Americen capitalicm “n~b1e1ng it to undcrt=ke wmd corry
out a wer urcparqtlono program of unpreccdented prooortlon It is
ebsurd to imsgine thet the Unitod st-tes is pro pﬂrln" to bnter the
. war to proserve democracy, in vi.» o7 th- rzpid nsce 3t which demo-
fvorgtlc rights and traditionz srz uoing gOVﬂrnmcntally destroyed be-
fore our viry eyes It i¢ no 1277 »bsurd to im=agine thst the United
;rut tes wilil cnter thb war in oréer th-t Engl=nd shell emerge the
b victor from it. If thc main re=¢on for war entry ie to halt the
g advanoce oX German 2nd Jopnn~°ﬁ impcrialiem -né to destroy them, =zn-—
yothor. reeson in the plen of Americ=n imporisliem is to cout;ol_a
victory o7 onc of its principsl 1nt€rnwtlonal oompeétitors, Greet
E Britain. Like Germany, the Unitcd otates has no lcss en rinbitions
Ethan to feli heir ‘to th¢ accumulsatcd 106t .»nd pover of all wnrcvious
} and  cxisting empircs. The previous lsg of the United states in this
:sphere 2180 diot=tes the ‘breathtaking tempo of ite cconomic, politi-
021 and wilitery prepsrations for the war. The Havana Cearerence,
Flike thc vhole of the Unitod Ltates!: Lﬂtln—dmerlc»n policy, wre a -
tdecper-te but still far from zueaecesful sttempt to cst: blish American
mpcrlall°t hegemony over the Mestern world to thy exclusion ci Gor—- .
sny, It:ly, Japsn enc (not lemst of =11) England. 'Thc incrcsged
cnsion of U.5.*Jap-nesc relations indicrtes » similar trend in the
f\rient the United ot tc°,wants nothing le~* than. tho ousting of
fd apan from China snd the occéupstion of the Oriental.poritions lo:t
bby tho olc Burcpeen empiroc. (Dutch Eset Indies, Indo-Chins, *tc.),
*The call for a mighty two—oc-'n navy, for 50,000 airpl-ncs, Zor the
Fconscrintion of millioas, for 2 prodlglouc)nrm< and. ﬂUﬂlthﬂ” cetab-
lishmcnt the CXpendlture of billions for war within = for weecks, all
findicstc the scope of Amerins's imperialist nnbltlonﬂ»—nd hvr immi-

nont prticipation in the TAT. ToEe

perties hQVO alrasdy anhloved 2 co&alcte snd
11 but unenimous sgreement on the cun*tlon of for01gn polioy #nd of
ar prepsretiona ana participation, with =n »~lmo-t total ‘snnihile tlon
f even the “9001ou isol=tionist op05p.mbn the - eamé dannot for- '
Ftunately be cxid about the working clasc. In the name-of "nstionsl
defonsc® the governmcnt (voth partice) has alresdy succceded in adop=—
ing, formelly snd informally, 2 whole serlec oF ub ~sures ~g~inet the
bvar king cl-:s, the labor movement =nd the country'e traéltlon 1 dem—
cratic rights.  Regimentetion snd pcrsccution of =liens= ercly pre-
edes ”cgllcnt«tlon =nd perseccution of theinilitsnt 1aoor movcucn,.
FToday th¢ Communist Pﬂrty, tcmorro™ others, arc being deprived of
itheir electoral rights, =nd thcir °uo*ortkrf lcgally »nd extra—
egally intimidsted, hounded #nd even imprisoned: ~ While Big Jusi-
ess blotzntly 2nd oynlnally demsnds a h1Vh ‘percentage-of Drodlt for’
ts p:trlotlsm there 2re growing deniznde 1or Bcompulfory coovera— ..,
ion" (i.c., emascul s tion) of the laber movcmknt 'in "nations 1 defense'

'vhilc thc two bourgcois

There i« 10 doubt th=t the overwhclmlng‘quorlty of the americen DOOP-
the vorking class inciuded, has been duped =nd concuered oy the lies
of imperi:slist patrioticim. SBut while the workers cveryvhere =re- for
"n2tionsl defense", convinced of its necd as a meant oF o;otoctlng
themzelves frem the socourge of foscicm, there ie no.aprrecisble
‘chauvinictic ¢pirit smong them in the ~ence OF eupcerting # hue and

cry for vrr. AQuite the contrary. The working clazc in onposed to
/16
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¢ Americen cntry into the »-r. iloreover, notv-ithst ading tho = ves of
L propagsnde, the verking clecs is alie t unsnimou-~ly cppo=ed to con-—
; ucrlptl n. G0 mch zc, indeed, thst ~uch srdent patrioto 2o William
i Green ond John L. dvW1o heave bcun compelled by the sentimants »f the
e nembrshis of their unions to take a }ubiih ctand agwinst neace~time
icon crlatlrn. g o :

t is mort ir iport-nt for our Party to utillz» thie- entlraly healthy
nd progresfive sentiment fcr‘th‘ ovrpose of mebilizing the wvidest
jpostible verking clase eecticns in oosc<iticn t-~ the 1np“r1ﬁ11ft var,
ito the prepersticne fer mar, 'qnd trn 211 =nti-labor =nd. ~nt1-ocmccrqtlo
g‘~eg1.al tion. Our Pdrty prcitlon h=s, .of course, nothing in cemson
rith pacifism, pacifist 00“0C1t1ﬁn tc ver or to ccns criotin rnd mili-
4ary tre inlng On the crhtr ATy, ®2°¢ repruzentﬂtiv .6 oF th: wilissnt
proletsrizt, e sre for the pnrcoeecution .o the mnft consictent snd-
ntrﬁnvigent clacs utrugglc ag-inst »11 opores~cion’ :ncd opurecscrs.
pur HSarty i for the defence of the proletarlpt by armed force agpinst
¥esclism ~nd ell cther forme of reaction. :Our Party, furthermore, is
¥er on orgrnized snd trained recple's ezrmy. Horever, in every etfae
»f the cevzlopmcnt of the struggle sgsinct th" Amperiezlist 7=t 2nd the
brepar-ticns fer it, it i: necesesry to.seize uﬁon th=t particuler
inx in the chain ”thh 111 pull the chain the" lengesot possible dis- . .
enoc in the dircecticn of "orxing clsce "victory. At the vrceent moment
Philc Lu:king clezr cur rcunded revolutlﬂnwry position, it ‘is: neceSuary ~
ko bend every effort to give expressicn, olarlty, crgﬁnizbtirn and con-
finuity tc the mass. sentlmcnt againet ¢ ﬁoOTlptltno -The party must
articipste in every mas<] urvement ovuosing! the Adrotirﬁ 0l cdraft.leg-
1<tien. In such mcvements, 1t muet’ flnd a- field for the elsbers tinn'
9f 1ts fuller program,. far thw porulsriz=ticn c¢f its fund=mentel posi-
$ion. " The propsganda for & people's. nrmy e im.nu wige ccAtrndlctory
jO0 our oopceition to conseripticn and Yourgecis wilite risn in any and
E11 thuJ, en the contrrry, the cne ic the indispenssble coiplement of
the other. At 51l events, far from flying in the face c¢f the progreéss—
e anti-v:T sentiment of the masses ‘wrhich, st the moment, ¢xprecses
gelf in hoatility to crns crivtion, the pwrty must eun: Olt tn¢ pro—’
P te this rcntlm nt =nd séek to dirent it along- un ~Mb1guou 21y ~crking-
lacss lines. 211 times," it must be barne in iind, our sarty must
Jupolnment the 9 1t9tiona1-ﬁ1cqpn ¢f "Do*n vith ccnsorlotlon'" with
he Drn“'r -néa. flognn -of "Fnr = Peoolo 5 Army’" -

-

While utilizing every pos G’bl;ity, no W“ttrr how nn~11 to acdvence the
gitaticnzl ceompaign =geinst the imperislist war, tnd to prrticipate
D CVy ry impertsnt m oveﬂont of action" ag'ln 't it, it would be blindness
n our sert not te recognize the facte In the rreﬁent gitustion in -

he Uﬂltfd bt-tes, and soove 211 with tho paucity of forces end iso-
Hletion ¢f the genuinely rovelutionsry movament, our main =nd meet
fruitful werk will and must be the revolutlrnnry gduc=ticn of 28 large
8 pogtible = militant venguard, i.e., prepsagonds =nd oarty-building
*ork. To pursue the 111uv10n th t- 1t is pnstible for cur oerty, in
fthe orescnt pericd of a rising weve of c=pitelict patrl“thm defens-
1sm anc. clases persccution, to bfcome 2 populsr wacs cvomgnt cTr one.
ith grest mase influence, is a sclf-decention. It wi 11l inevitably
ead either to O“,thunl"d or to- th\ indifferencc. th=t follows dis-
aprointment. Qur t,\h is to_prepare: fcr the- noxt veriod. This means
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to swim zg:inet the current, to bear up uader the bYlews and Ciflisu-
E ltics of ung oJul rity. This memns the educ tisn =ndé tr=ini~z ~nd in-
v § suiring ol cur =évesmcnt in cuch & w2y - th-t it is sblc t: ovis 2g2inet
< the current, is able t¢ gro™ ~trorger decpitc the incscs»e2ble delfec—
ticns: due tx,brurge is ancd petriotic creveure. The anveicat nuct be
able, -"1tb the turn of evintr, t- t=¥e its proper slsce .in.the renks
of - the e Tk 1ng clace WAL “'"CH(At- “‘,' - ok A

It moulC e 1rreswon°iole ano cnivinwl fnr ue tf.Aorgct tne leccons
nf ‘thc leet world =T =nd sht it did t~ the lator =nd rovoluticnary
movements. It meould be simpie b“incne £ to ignere vhet ie cccuring
before cur eyes in the lsonr ‘and rovolutirﬂ Ty cvements, té- consoles
ourselvee with r.rcgt unrezlities, or tc tike ocur withes for the
. unpleasent truthe.  The.msss. °éﬁt1nent ag-inet the wsr has ne nili-
. tonty clhss—oonscious, revelutien: ry lesdership, without —hich it is
dotb”rx'v1 te exterminsticn by the w=r machlne.' The beourgenice =uc rocisl
pnrtintlc liee abrut 9_"Wﬂr gnlngt fascism", 3 "war for cdewmccracy!
hag dupcd millions snd i1}’ cupe mililons un rﬁ for a mhflc.f*“lod- <
Fatriotic end demncretic pre ;ur: hzs orcught mere than cne crmer -]
i socialict orgsnizetion to it nll The <troy .of the ~00131 Lenn-
- cretic Fecderation ig =n old one. - I% is being repested nom —ith the
- Thomazite Cogiplist rarty snd the Lovevtoneite crgmiztticn. Do
organiz ticn, no wsttor how revelutien:ry it('-fogrnm znd lcodership
. snd trs c1t1cn viil be completely immune frim the.twsr infecticn. - Our
y - task iz to inore 3¢ our lmmunity to the raximum,. thus: enabling us to
I counterzct nere’ effectively tho same virus ip the Vor”lng clwc s a
vhole. . Lt S _1 . .

2
i
i
i
;

b Our mesberehip, our ymp thizcre,‘,ur ccntacts uot.av.eduC'ta('and

-~ re-sduc: teC ccasele"ly in the Puncancntal'*rlno;glne of revcluticnery
Marxism vith rerticulsr rcference tc the wrinciy 1de and trnditions

of socicliet internsticn=lisu and the mqrxian teachings on immerialiscm
. demooracy &¢nd war. ~Yithcut thorcughly eb:- orbing intc cur v :v Dlood-
strcasm ‘theee teacblvoa ‘cur, moveﬂent e acomed to feb rlnteg “tlcn or
,ﬁtcrility. - - . PR R ‘ ;

i i o i

Iy

A gre.t rc s;cn81bility ig upon uc to rezist thg 1nf11trat10n inte our.
' movement or ite perighery of oourg601°—potriotlc or dgquC1ft icdeas,
of any %ind cr tn any degree or 1n any forn. -

The 93€fnt vorld vAT is =n inperialist "ir. It 1g 8 var fo dkfense .

¢f the nsticn . (in eo f=r =2¢ the dig capit:s list ns ticns. are concerned,
f cince vh-t ic s/id does not hold true of colonial or -semi-colonisl
b countrics) in cng cence only, namely, th=t cach bourgeoicie =eeks to -
" defend the roil upcn vhich its property, its nroperty rl"hu,, its
right ©to explcit snd opuTers, its right t~ rule, are to oe Jound.
Except in the cclonial =nc 2@ n1-coloni 1 countries, the revolutlon“ry
Marxists 're unconditlrrnlly occsed to T ‘tiensl Cefense uncer
oaniteliem, an¢ Co not give =n iots of morsl, . political or wrterial
suyport to.it. In »ny of ths precent iﬂ*“r1°lict countries, ve vill
‘defenc the naticn anc 1tﬁ-ﬁovernnont onl) 1€ cepitalist cl=s¢ rule 1s
overthrcyn fné th‘ rule &f ‘the vor Plnv class e"tvbllvhoc.

t. L =
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The fear =znd hatred of fascism, of Hitlerism, which is ftlt thrcugh-
out the werld, =2nd mcre specifically =nd actiVely erpressed by the
orkers in the democr=tic capitalist countries does net change our
fundanentel o;position to n:tionsl defense in the clightest degree.
It'is a political factor, ho~ever, that must be taken ianto ccnsider-
ation in determining cur KT ctics end cur sgitation. Th~ "demccratic!
hatred cf fescism snc the "Cemocrztic!" anti-f“001.t oatriotise of .
i the massco in ccuntries likxe Freice, Englend -nd the United statee
. hns a dictinct cle<i trenc, = proletsri=n trend, and i$ potentielly
progressive. This.trond, hu ever,. hae been dcfcrmcd and serverted
by thc ruling class to perve its intcrecsts, i.e., ingeriwliqt 1ntar—
ests.’ Th¢ frct thst honest messes of ﬂnti~fﬂscist norkers, vhe do.
- not want cclonies but ~=nt only ‘to okwah fas cisn,. ﬂun,ort thc imper-
f:  121list wer, docs not in any ray change the nature of the ver or our
¥ attitudc tovards it. . . Our duty, ho- ‘ever, is to try to Lir“ct ‘this
sentiment intc truly proletarian =nd T vclutifnary channgle. 4t is
for that reason that,” anohg other slogpn we Traisc. the alog‘ﬁ ¢t a
reoplc s Arny, trainod directed =nd controlled .y. the working class
»nd its rccponsible orgnnlzstlcns. But this prepagandist clognn -
and that is what it is £t the fTresent stagu - would under =rcrent

end- spoesrien constantly coupled it ™ith. the ﬂlogqn of- a woriers'.
,governﬂeut. A people's army.ig.a necessity for theo struggl agrinst
fascism #nd =211 fornms of.bourge01s Teaction.! A'"hco*lb'q army ! .
subjeet tc capitalism ie s myth or.a snare. .To ‘epésk of 2 people! s
arny "ithcut » workers®'. govornﬂent is to; pr EoTC oojectiv*ly fer
defens cm under capitalist rule. -To spesk cf m=tional defense vith .
3 peo-le's srmy undcr a workcra! gOVLrnmbnt -thst i¢, *ith ‘the
rmashing cf ecariteliet rule, is to Lrvparc in the cnly posrible

way for the etruggle agalnst rcactlon wnc 1mﬁerinli°t v T

This docc not mean a‘;ﬂrrot llxe rcpetiticn in sc'ﬁcn “hé cut, of
the oimgle formula; wocialism “lone mesns poace: and freedom. It
.doer ncen, h0ﬂever, the timely use of =11 our tr"n°it10n 1 ~1og~ns
spvlics ble in the wsr situation, as indicsted abeve . in the ceuends .
we ut forverd in the fight agalnqt ‘fascism. It me eans = unatient ex-
-lanwtlfn that the CertonC of our progr-m is thc ‘ruls ~7 the vcrders
,Workcrs pcvor a rorkcrs{ COVern“ent 5 , 2oL .

Althougn thc gcn\ral 1in e of L ‘bor Act icn has 01vcn a-‘*ltb"ul #nc
milit~nt rpresentaticn of cur anti-war: po?itlon what is Teiter: tcd
insthe e2bove parsgrpshs hz~ not =lveys been cmuhasizcd =ith Zullest
olarity by ocur spokesmen snd-ocur, press. . tt is: 1mpcrativc th. % the .
‘greatest v1gilﬂnce be- maintaincd on this yoint in the futu;c. ‘

The the rrbtlcal educ tion of our mcwoerc “and synvnthlzerq anc. cf ac~
vsnced werkers in gencral is so yartlculwrly 1nrort :nt. in this fer—
dod thrt'wcre attenticn =nd spacce must be: devotﬂﬁ to it in cur wonth-
ly org:mn, both in thc form of exnositicn »né of nolemicsl criticism
and debetc mith soociasl-patricts ~naAbackw11der _ulmllarly, thcueh .
in -simpler end mcre pooular lenguage, cGur we ehly c¢rgsn anc our yruth
b - peper juct cenduct an educ-ticnal cantaign on th» -r;vrlutinnzry‘nnti—
- war anc enti~-fascist: Hosition..‘uimilarly, %11 brpnch ol the narty
nA the vooth voaed T ite Gt e epnnially st - siin ’ \ +h1s T e
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b and the youth mucst cdeveote meatings‘;pgciglly iet aG1QS'£Q£ﬂtEismcm~
{;purposo ¢ aven clmescs to the elucicdation 01"our po<1°%u: éc&ofﬁd
E berg ond cymprthizers. Finally, #lso, our pamgh}ets muIl gso?ir ol
k to onc or ancother timely phaze of the s=nmo ?U?:thn —_i Jéhlﬁ%inn~
L towarde the preparing end traininz ?n¢ oonsolluatlng O‘f?~ridoit bﬁ
tary vongurrd morthy of the o . ortunities that ~ill be cii-ret

£ £ omorrov ' s Tevolutionsry situsticas.

(Note: The Couiittec kcenly regrets the cel-y ingetting this Flenum
resolution before ths membershir of the Farty snc the Y.P.s.L..
Other czlls cn the efforts of coimrades involved, csme unoxizectecly
fter the llenum snd thus vrevented cocmpleting the —ork of editcrial
evision cecided upon follewing the ciscussion in the Flenum. kov—
ever, vhet ic deslt with in this rescluticn is net of xere 2aseing
msortcnce :nd is not lees timely no then it wee 2 month ago. 4s

s incic:=teC in the reeolution, it is exwected th-t the line 1t pre-
ents vill cffer the party branches naterisl for educrtionzl dis—
ussicn for the next uericd. Ceomrades deciring to exyress CGiverging
icms on controversiasl gucestions dealt with here, may, =3 1 our tra-
ition, e¢xrrece¢ thcm in the form of compzct dircussicn articles
hich vill be wrintecd ir our Internsl Bulletinge. - Editor.)




. ~10~
COARESrCNDENCE BET.EEN LCo ANGELT. aND TEE N Tidr . COmsITTZE CH 7T
& - P LN Y ol N i ads ik L O 4 Hﬁ'
CCH _CRICTION ACTIVITIS ﬁF'THdT BH,;.NCH.J : !
3 Angclid; Cal)
July 30, 194
To the Felitical Committee: :

+eeece..o. Not, the main subject of this letter. I mentioned
to you that we were planning an anti-Conecriotion campaign drive
in 1.A4JL Last night at the Srench meeting the campaign committee
Tepertec its plans to the wemtscrship, .and the response wos guite
enthusiastic. o« : h : LT

*Briefly, our plans rre sg follows:
Since we feel th=t there are possibilities for an extencive ‘mass
movemert dn the iseue of conscription, we decided not to limit .the
- oamzaign to those elements who cah be rezched and influenced in »
. the nome of .the:partym but rather to.=ttrept to draw in 11 possible
orgznizations and individuals into.'a bro=der campaign. <ince time
does. mot. permit for- lengthy negotiations,. maneuvers, conferences,
gtc.,- we h:ve established = committee called The Californis Comm—-

ittee egains=t Conscripticn:. At present, of course, the Comnittee
includes only the party plus an irdividual who is sympathetic snd
hae = mltigraph amachine, which will prove invaluable in this cam-
paign. Fkowever, we feel confident that we csan secure endorsement
anc cooperation for the committee from a number of org=niz=zticns,
possibly unions and individusls, some of whom sre memoers >nd
officers of organiz=tions and unions. We have oslrezdy published
in the nzme of the committee : an.initisl lesflet, enclosecd, with

A very bad typogrsphicsl error, plus petitions. In the next day
or two we will also h=ve st~tionery for the committee which will
be issued for cont-&ting =211 organizations in L.A. that we know of,
plus 20 ".top-Conscription" placards, likewise signed >y the Comm—
ittee. Also "otop-Conscription" ticker and further lezflets.

We are plnning =2s the first climax -of the campaign, a masss meeting
in a lerge central suditorim in the name of the Committec to which
all orgeniz~tions who respond favorady wil. be invited to.send &
spccker. On further item which we wil. use in th# csmpaign is a
button, syaing ﬂatop.Conscription"~aigngd _gggg,..ﬂ,.L...;.:._'
Have you discussed the possibility of initisting a nrtional organ-
"iz=tion along the lines of the one we plan? Are you planning to
1scuc ¢ny petitions -~ not signed by the Party -- which we’

“ecould ure. (ours =r:z not very good)
. Comrsdely yours,
" Mike -

-
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Lns Angeles, Calif.
August 5, 1940

Te the Political Committee:

The California Committee against Conscription, of which I wrete
you, has been launched. A Tmaeti ing was held. cf Party merbers and
gsympathizers to launch the canmpalgn,’ " There were ap?>roximately 35
pecple present, including about 12 non-party members{ The report
~of the plans for the canpaign was accapted with enthusiasm and &
number of good suggestions were made, Sub-committees were elected
~ to carry out the work, and virtually all of the non-party members
“volunteered for one committee or the other. $23,00 was ralsed in
.cash and pledges. Approx1mately 4,000 l1eaflets have =already bheen
“‘distributed. Saturday nlvht e conducted a prccéssion down Breadwa:
v;with large placards, saying "Step Conscription, " "signed by the
Committee., Response was fair, although encountered a consicerable
amount of opposition. I would 1like to hear from yuu as to your .
reactions to our plans.‘.k L -

'v"Comradeiy,
Mike

New Yorlk, N. Y.
August d&, 1940

Los Angeles Branch, Workers Party,
Dear Comrsadeg:

eele THE CALIFORNIA ANTI—CONSCRIFTION LEAGUE.

oth the Political Committee and. the Plenum discussed. +~he fermati.
by the Los Augeles ccomrades ' of the California Committee Against Coi
scription, a s dealt with in vour letter of July 30th. This par-
ticular effort of the Los Angeles comrades wss consilered simultar.-
neously with the discussicn by the Plenum of the Conscrirtion ques-
tion genarally ard specifically. Our attitude cn Conscription is
dealt with in %he resolution of the Plenum on the Political Situ-
ation and the War, copies of which are teing sent for all members
The decisions of the plenum on the CCAC should keep in mind the
resoluticn e¢f the Flenum. The Plenum decided:

l. To advise the Lpns Angeles members to continua with the moest
energetic effarts to expand their ansi-censcription organizaticn en
local seale, with special emphasis on trade-union and working clas
memberaship, and to advise the Los Angeles Branch and ¢11l other
Branches of our decislon, emphasizing however, that ouir Geclailon i3
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confined to Los Angeles as an experiment, She resulss of which arn
o be awvalted before any ofther local organization tazss the initic-
‘5ive in forming such a moveiient az has alrea dy beer done in los

Angeles.

H .
2. That whp“e any klnd cf sntajsartial anti-cons r:nt;on mevemand
takes organizaticnal forr iu cu1ﬂr cities, nct: initiated by us, the
club will conusider the guestich “he pverspective of our comrades
toward this movemen? wihbout ngcessar ly walting for ihe outcome
in I,os Angeles. .

5.4 The Propaganda of the Anti-Conseriphtion League in I.os Angeles
~shall include nol orly the anti-cemoeratic chsracter of the DJraft.
Bill, but the fach that the draft is for Wall Ssrcot's har, sic.,

4, Special permission is granted to the Los Angeles Party to pro-
csed with the Anti-Conscription League which thev have formed.
:The,” are Inatructed to ad,'mpt the injectlion of a more adeyuate
anti-war program, pasrticularly eémphasizing our opposi tion tcward
Conscription as a measurc for Wall Strect's War.

Since writing to Los Angeles scme time ago \l,tier of dmly 30 10
Los Angeles), and advislng Loa Angeles that. both questions, in view
of their general Inmportance would neceasitate the tndrovwh consul-
ation 0f both the Political Commi%tce and %he Natlonal Plenum +f
ugust 1A%h, we have not heard .concerning the dJavelopuents or
~propreas of thils organization. At %that fime, 1t - was crphasized
~that such a movement weuld mnt be able to mqkb'vc"y auch headway
unless there was a backing of genulne working-c 1as; bodics.- trade
unions, etc., It is true that thore is to be found in the masses
‘rather hugs. cnfﬁnenf against conseription, motivated by al

‘kinds of considerations, nacifist, lsolaticnist, claag: oppos;tlov
‘etc. But trade union OP’GHIZﬂthﬂn do not appear to :évVe taken
8teps to inltiate an anfl -conscription movement alea genulne
oriing class linea aud policy. When an ahtivuonq ription mcve-
ment doss no% have this character or foundaslen, 1% is very py cbabl
that that any movement iritiated or develcped by ind: v16ua13 er”
‘otiaer Bedles 1s likely to receive but incldenual sub ort. ' -Gulte
probably your cwn efforts have already btorne ouf this gonerah-oOh
cept, which experience has verified time and agaln. - Has for in-
‘Btance, Lrade unlen surort, even of cne or two AUniong, actually -
materialived in the casc of the.COAG? We. should liie to hear.

3

‘The moblona of thse 2lemmm ophak for fhomse]vn In view of the
fact that the Los fingelos comrades procecded to the organization
of such a committec (without rirst ccnsuld iun the center, as should
havc been the case), the Plemim deeided Lo pernii the Loa Angoles
comrades to go ahead with thelr effers,:in crder to ascertaln,
among other thinga,i%s real kase and slletv+‘, nnd as an exporimen?
4whica could be useful to us all., There ware comitles, we may say,
who thought 1t was a miztake to ini%tinte %l ”"C in the form
~that it was organived and thought &% -would be beuh to dlstand the
organization a% the carlieat ‘possible moment, AR ua.mi“t},,
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however, decided to have the Los Angles comrades have a try at the
development of the CCAC. It goes withont saying, that, unless these
concducting work in such a' organization or movement =2re clearly a-
ware of the revolutionary position on war, such movemen s or leagues
may easily develop along pacifist directions and the tendency is to
hide the chief demands of revolutionary opposition to Capitalist war
Then, too, there are elements who will oppose "peace-¥ime" conscrip—
tion, while not opposed to consoription once American capitalism
entere the war. This of course, is not genuine opposition to cap-
italist, war. S o

Also, such comrittees, unless they have a genuine working—class
base (trade union, etc.) and when they are composed also of indi-
viduals, tend easily to attract dubious elements. Perhavs you have
‘had no difficulty in this respect. We sholld like to know your ex-
Yérience in this also. SR o :

'In your communication you advised us that a mass meeting would be
“held under the auspices of the CCAC. What were the results? Did
any organizations participate? What was the character e¢f the audien
_What was the attitude expressed by other organizations before and
after the meeting?- o ' S

he Plenum, as well as the Political Committee, was concerned that
he CCAC would not prove to be just a front of the ¥.P. That would
Bave no value, cither for the Party or the anti-ccrscription move-
ment. If such a movement cannot have a genuine working-class base,
with real possibilities for mass extension among the workers and
working-class organizations, and also even among petty—bourgeois
groups, then it is better for our Party to carry on its oropaganda
on the basis of its.own program and revolutionary opcosition to the
war; and by its efforts perhaps be able to get or to-assist other
working-class orgsnizations, particularly trade unions, to take the
nitiative in the fermation of an anti-~conscription, antiéwar move-
ment . ' : o - :

It was the impression of many comrades that the CCAC would prove ai—
together too narrow at its base to make important progress, and that
its énergies and resources would be dissipated quickly, whereas the
same energies and resources devoted, at this stage, to straight-for-
ward propaganda and activity by the W.F. and Y.P.3.L. would be moTe
fruitful, We wish to be advised as to developments on this score.
Perhsps the experience of the comrades with the CCAC has by now been
sufficient for you comrades to advise us as to the experiences and
efforts. Please let us hear from you at the earliest moment.

In & few localities comrades have issued anti-conscription petitions
-under another name. Some of these petitions were satisfaectory as to
“their content. In one instance, however, the program around which
.the committee against conscription was formed is not at all satisfac-
- tory. 11 we would advise and insist upon, is that in such matters
.'the locals should seek the advices of the center. Our experience in
ivarious localities along these lines will be dealt with scparately.
~In New York, our anti--cousoription and anti-war antivity is being
“ocarried on in the name of the party, and at this time through the
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election rampaign work. This strikes us s the best method to
adogt et this time; that is, to proceed undcr Party ausvices unlee
- there is a genuine brosder base through which an anti-conescription
. sommittee or organizetion can te formed.

We ere writing separetely on nther motters. Please have this -
“‘communication read to the Braiach members, so that they may discuse
these questions properly. - o o ,

.Best regards.
R p - Comradely yours,

A
TR E R R
Cie ’ TR C e B o ~ . Los ‘Ang_éles,. Calif.

Tt e August 31, 1940

'y

To ‘the Political Committee: . « .« i

“ In the opinion of -the mpjority of the L.A. branch, .the.experiment
~is now at an end and I can write you the .results. o
., Our original plan:was to contact a number of organizations with
whom we. have contacts for the purpose of establishing a federated
"-orgenization to be called the California Committee .Against Con-
scription, which would seek to affiliate to 1%, other organizatior
_ especially unione and establish neighborhood branches -~ in short,
~ to initiate a mass united front movement - against conscription.
. 'The first branch meeting to which thece plens were presented Te—-
sponded enthusiastically, and a sub-committee was elected to draw
up concrete plans for the campaign. The committee met the follc
.. ing desy, and after a thorough discuscion, we came to the conclusic
~that our original estimate -of the time ahead of us and the pos-
* gibilities for such an organization initiated Dby us was exegzeral
‘and decided that ‘a change in our plans was necessary. We felt,
. first of all, that there was insufficient time before us to allow
. for the contanting and negotiations with various organizations,
calling of a delegated conference, and the launching of such a
‘united front organization, We felt that, even 1if we had the conne
" tions and the forces with which to do this, -the time was too shor
“and before such a project would actually get under waty, the con-
scriotion bill would have been passed. | Secondly, we felt that ve
had overestimated the intensity and extent of the anti-consoripti
-sentiment and our ability, with the forces we had, to be able to
organize it. We, therefore, decided to propose to the Executive
- Committee a reorientation along -the lines of an indevendent Party
~and Yipsel campaign, establishing a committee for the puroose of
‘‘conducting a petition campaign, vhich we felt would get more supp
in the name of anti-conscripfion committee than ip the name of the
. Party, would provide us with a-greater nunber of contrcts and intc
" which we could drew certain sympathizers andé contacts who might 1
be willing to work for the Perty as such,

Man Bocatiwe Nowmittee, however, dissgreed with thin proposal,
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The Executive Committee, however, dicagreced with this »nreiocal,
believing that our original plan wae feasible, cr at least werth
tryirg. It wss, thercfore, decided by the Exccutive Comzittes to
esteblish the California Comwittee immedintely with our cvn mem—
bere and gymoathizers, conduct & camp2ign with leaflets, petitior
buttione, etc. in the ncme of the-Ceommittcee, to vhich other organ-
izaticns would be invited to warticivete #nd sond cpcakers. The
guocess or Tailure of this weoting  would determine our future
COUTSCe « » o o + L :

The campeign then begen with the culling of the first orgenizatior
mecting cf the Califcrnia Committec, which wae attended by some
35 weorle, including about 1€ cutsiders. At this meeting sub-
comaittecs mere eleceted and the plans for the mass meeting made.
staticnery, petitions and leaflets were turned off and the work
was begun. Virtually ell efforts were ccncentreted on bduilding
the mege meeting. A hall was taken which seats 500 oconle. At
the Tirst introductory leaflet of the Committee, which was lssuce
in 5,00Cceopies, tow more leaflets announcing the mass meeting vor
iscued — 5,000 cach. Three hundred letters verc sent out to indi-
vidurls, who signcd petiticns ér who had sho'm some intercet in
Committee, Incidentally, 5 letters were received by the Ccumitt e

‘from pveoplc who rocponded to the leaflets and wented infcrmetion.

Hoveover, as the meass meeting drevw closer, it became morc @nd moTe
apparent that m¢ would neot have 500 oveople, that we would not po
supsert frem other orgenizatione and: th=at we vould n~+t have out-—

- 'sidc speakers.: While, it is truc; we might have been worc cner—

getic in rontacting organizations, we fcund thetr crganizsticne »n.
cgpecially trade.unions, are very leary. avout zifiliating tc un-

-knnvn ccmmittces, to vhich' nu reccgnized orpganization 1= £fFilitat

vhich hac no office, étd. Morecver, the entire work of distribut:
the lerflets and vrepering for the meeting wac thrown uoon the

gshoulders of the handful of octive, dependele Perty. mcmoers that

vig have.

One of the results, thercfore, ™as that ve vere forced for o peril:

of twe wecke to virtually abanden independent Farty activities,
agocciolly the distributicn of cur presc: ‘The night before the

‘mess mccting, G. Tequested a specisi Exec. mceting to disouss and
. decice upen her propossl thst there be. an cfficial reprcsentative
from the party on the program of the mccting. The rast of ue dis

agrect vith thic on "the ground that the Farty would be the only
oTgmizetion reprocénted and thereby: defcat the ontirc purpose of
the Committee, vhich was to enlist the supnert and activity of
pbeenle vhe would not be willing to work directly with the Ferty.
In addition, therc wac the prodlem cf what tc do.in the event of
a totel faiilure. - 7 ; e

".A, znd ©. sst in cn the meeting, es did the Executive Oomnlttec

cf the Czlifornia Committee, which cznsieted cf all Party mgmbers
exccot cne, who veg not present. In the discussicn 1% developed
thet A, end B. had principled disegresment with. the oroject, con-
gicering .it cpportunist, pacifist and comparable t¢-Jtaliniet

front crganizaticne, the Keop ‘Americe Out of Wer Committec, eto.
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However, none of the Executlve Commlttec members shr ced this opinicn
All, with the exception of S., however, did feel thn. we 20 mis-
‘calculatcd and had overreached oursglveé. e o« s s Abous 75 people
attended the meeting, including abcut 30-35 total stranierse. . « .
~The meeting went off smoothl'r erough., The discussion fro: the floor
was bezun by a member of the "Cunstitutional Progressives' whose
strongnhold appears to be Pershing Sguare (our Union»Square), and
developed intoia forum. The S.%.P, had someonec there 5o glve their
- 1ine on conscription, and then I tock the floor, and spokc about
.25 minutes from the platfora as a.rcpresontative of the W.F. giving
our full revolutionary stand, Under thc circumstances, I think that
a forum was the best possible. form the meeting cculd ta'c, since is
was obvious that the so-called "Californin Committee" had no rescurc:
or mass support, and did not look to it as the movement which would
stop conscriptiocn., Thls is why I felt 1% necessary to usc this op-
portunity to present at soac length the full Party program on con-
seription and war., The speech was well received by the auvlicace,
Howover, a number of the coaraces thought .that I had made ¢ mistake,
believing that I should have limited myself +to a few reunrks from
‘the floor to the offe:t that the Party suprorts the "Cal. Corm."etc.
About 2 dozen interest bianks (to the Cal. Cemm,) were handed in nnd
back 1ssucs of Labor Action were distributed after the micilng.
SERTIRE ) . .

On Sundav night the Exec. Cormi. met to discuss perspective, specifice
ally what to do with Cal. Corm., Two polnts of view devcelored at the
neceting., I intoduccd a motion, the essence of which wa s to abanden
the perspective of bullding the Cal. Comm. ns <n organization and &
reorient cur anti-conscription campaign to cne conducted independent:
ly by the Party and the Lenague, mnintaln a snnall committnsc consistin,
of a.few party comrades. ani thosc outsiders who had indiv~ted n dec-
sire to work-with the cormittec whose main functlon would le the con-
duetings of a petition camprign, The _purpose of thid is o provide
.souc means of holding on to the contncts we had wmade and :ive us.o
,chance to bring them closer to the party. I also included in my
motion a proposal that the Party. in its own nane aLtemdt, whercwer

- fecasible, to engage in united front activities with otacr organiza-
tions who were on record against conscription, and .to 1tiempt fractic
work in already existing anti-conscription organlizatioas. A counter
action introduced by S. and W, cnlled for the continuation of our
perspective, to conduct the campaign: through, and to builc the CCAC,

My point of view is, that while 1t wns cnifrcly ‘legitiactc for the
.Partr to have attempted this experiment, it i3 nccessarr JZor us to

. be abl: to recognlzc when an experincent is a failurc ani on thot

- basis to change our coursc, To continue in’ the futile attouzt Lo
~-build a stooge committee would have onlv one result and thet would
be-a scricus slackening of our, indcpeudent party work.: Our forces
“arc too small to be in a position fo move masscs or to sowpetc with
the powerful Sgallnist appiratys in the building of a miss antl-

" consceription "innocent" crganization which might scrve as a forum
for the Party, Tho cxpericnce proved that oven under th2 pscudonym
of the Cal. Comm,., our activities were, Idmltcd pxelusivel - to prop-
agindal.issucd in the wme of our.t-; L . 27




- This being fthe case 1% 1s infinately more valuable to "Mave thin
kropit‘ndl igsucd in the nae of our Partw tlian in tho a3 o of aomie,
Coanlttce. I have the fecling tunt the comrades who insisicd on
persiating 1n thls vq1n vonture,. talking in  termgs of "hrocking  out
- of our isolatlon" and Mainrsline, Wirh the masses™ are n littlce panick:
because of our obvicus and srewing fgol-tion an? arc looking for im-

posslblc shortcuts, R - - ~ >

Rother than to attemp’ to olaborase cn shelr (otherst) views, I will
2sk thom to formulate the» nnd sond. then to you. Meanwhilc tho brane
hos takon a declsicen. My nmoticn rerrcacnted a mnjority of the Excc.
Comm. ' co I _ o c
" ’ Conradely,

Mike
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. . . . . . . NCW YDI’.‘:’C’-N'.Y’
: : ept. 7, 1940

‘Los Angclces Branch, W. P, .
Dear uiike: ,
This vill ncknowledge Puu;lnt of vyour lottor of ALpunr dlst togethor
with 7our “ttached follrw~-up at the sme time of your ldtuur cf
Augusi 26th, nnd voutordav your letter of Sephember 4th, Lpparentiy
there is no important differcnce of opinion, now, between the Conter
‘ané ths Los Anglo conrades as to what should b done witi, the CCAC,
our August Z1st lehter lndicated that thore was n division of
opinion as thu the next coursc with the CCAL, in wiew of our cxper-
‘Lcn ca; but your Se¢pt, 4th letter indicn L cmﬂncn ?"COPU.; :

: It would apoear that thore is not mucb ko nad: to our 1ottvr‘nf Aug
‘24+b in which we pointed cut the ranner in which anw ﬂ0uw-uonscrjp
~-tion movement would hawe to develep, if it were to nrove to be o
genvline movenent, embracing onguni7cu worikera, or at least considcr-
tble nuabers of worao”“ In Wny cvent. Your detinilod ru)o;t of cx-
pericaces 1s very Illuminating. It would be a mistnke to pretond
further that there was ny possibilitr of genuine growts new of the-
CCLC, in vicw of the fact that it was not possible to gct the suppert
of an7 tradec union or similar bodics., The Plcnua, as row lnow, do-
cided to let the Les Angeles cenrnides proceed with the cexyorimcnt
for tac lesscng it might b“;ng to our . revenent geunerall ™, rother

thou to advise the comrndes to sernp tho CUAC irmadint Ly, beenusc
prospcests, basced cun exporiciace over a period of years, woere thas. the
CCAC would no¥% grow, Now Htho' comradcs have lenrucd oy their own
cexpericnce, The Political Cormittec 1s oppoacd to tiwe c:“tinux*ion

28



-18-

0. a jers ective siued tc corduct the Anti-Con-ceri-tica caursign
tirou'h, nc to builc, the CCAC. That roulcd e cleyine arourd —ith
oo iw n1t nt issue. here is no justific tien 01 it. The conr Ges
vent through an ex.eriment, rith vie consent of tle colitic~l Co.ivi-
‘ttee. It did not work cut =+ eveoryone ho,ed it rculd.
Ve incic ted in our previcuc letter tihst, in =limoet every instence of
~this Lincd -t this sericd, it weuld Love .roved aore fruitful Tor the
-Farty tc corcuct its crrcisu irereacdently, vith its own propegenda
nd Drogrsn; uC on the bwsis thrrof it “oid be eesn ~hether a
rozder Dr-e¢ for =n :nti-cenzeri.tiocn uovenent cculd be developod.
his now ecome to boe demonstrated to sll cuncoraed; =ndé Jor vhetever
Epcriod ¢f time ramsins curing which anti-conscri-sti n activitiecs csn
L4 ¢ carricC on, the relitical Com:ittcd prososcs thet it bo craductoed
by the Ferty ond YP.UL in its o'n nemo.

he 20liticsl Coumiittee =t its nceting yesterdey, pronoscd:

» Thet our cemrsdes procecd to tho immecinto liguidntion of the
.. CCAC. .

2-t the Anti-Censcri tiwn sctivity be reoriented 2round en in-—
douendent Party =n¢ YPol campmign.

Virious tsaks can <tili be czrriecd on, includin: ctition sctiv-
ity egoirst conceri_tion, but rrimerily our eofforts sheuld be
direccted now tomard tihs clucicdsation cf cur fundsmentsl wosition
-on w:r, in which L-.or action, The New Intern tional =né cur
Dduimzhlets receive tho wsjor sttention, rather then incicentsl »nd
V. ry trensitory loesl literature of -ny kind.

It zprears clesr from ell your roocrts th=t it »»g aluwret cxclus—
Cively rerty =néd YiOL wcubers who hed to carry out t2sks connected
rmith this ~ork. -

¢ rolc cf the Ferty might just se -cll be openly cetobliched, nd
stover bencefite thore are to be obtained frow the efforts in the ,
aet —ecke, chould acerue to the psrty.  shth the msnncr in which you
SMIaCes LroLor . G t0 wind up the €CaC, the ccusittec is in cecentisl

VETyons cucng usn Cesires to reach wider contants, But thic is &
erioc in vwhich the etresm is more hesvily thsn ever sgainst the
evoluticnery movement. There ar. no ebort-cuts, particul-rly now,
0 the w:z-res. The wrjor t:sk et sre unt is the idcologicrl con-
0lid ticr of our P=rty =nc youth forccsz, end =g many a= poscible
of sym:athizers nd thoere comin, closcT to cur movement. Tho Lresgure
Eis vory hcavy oné it ic e=sy (pnd -~lcoo essy to underetond) to yeiltd

0 drc surc rnd to proposcle ~which wrosunsbly =im st getting out of
isolaticn; but zorticulsrly on th. war ~ru-tion is it imusccible for
us to watoy corn,our progrem; likewiec; orgenizoticnslly it iz v-ory
e ey to cco in =1l kinde of crgsnizaticn-l cotupe, = voy to roeent
QUr oprogrem to wid r forces. This werticuler cx.crinent hoe now
glven wh-tever lesrone it c:=a »nd the rotivitica have to s rcerien-
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ted. Othor opiortunitics for the wider propegaticn of cur viers
throusrl: the wcdium of th. rarty =nc through other oramniz tionsl
rrcdiuwas will: chov theumcelves in the futurc.

“e arec in rccord, in the :nin, ~ith th- rroccedurc your Sentemboer 4th
lett r ocutlined fcr vinding wo the :

3 Jomr: . cly yours,
A .

i, ’ ok e 3k ok ok sk K ok 3k ok ok ok ok ok

b

; lioc Angcles, Cal.
- , veptember 4, 1240

£ T the £.C.:

E Recoived your t—o lett-rs of the 24th, 210 of the 28th =nc 29th.
n angwer to your lotter of the 24th-

1. Thc Celiforni= .rti-Conecrinticn Committce —— before the ro—
ceint of ycur com-unic ‘ticn, deeling with thic m<tter, I hed alre-dy
'ritten you in come detail qbout cur er¥geriences =nd cwr decisicn to
bsndon the ettemyt to build »n ind nendcnt anti-conzcription orgen—
zztion. I presumce you hve received this comaunic-ticn. e sre
#1lins 2 wceting thie Fridry of the "Califcornia Committee" to wind
up it exirtence. Thrt in, me :r¢ caliing together the viricus con—
tacts th:t the committee mz=de in the course of it: cxictence through
intercct blenks, cte., -nd the party membere, to =n orgs nlzatlfnal
nmeeting of the co“.lttec, to which = rerport »i11 be given oFf ite
rork, the r(vultﬂ 0f the vacc meecting, finsnci=1l ranlt anc. the

t - t“JLqu of vhy thie cr;mlttec ie ¢i<bmnding. The ﬂqin wurpcae
g of the mecting 1~ te give = full perty position e theee fov con-
‘tacts thrt vere wade, and te try to bring them clcoer to the rerty.
In short, it =iil in cffcct be = party educaticnal meeting on con—
eorl)tlon........... In thc coursc of the discuscion on the a-tiensl
situ-ticn snd c¢rscectivec of ¢onscripgtion I =2m schecduled to st=teo
the r.ovoluti~n-ry sosition cn w-r, the rolc of the Workars Party,
urcr All to resd our litersatare, etc..

Comrscely ycurs,

Mike
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LETT"R CF THE NATICK:L CCuw. ITTEE TC TET AKRON CC:R.DEC
IN REGarD TC ThREIR ANTI*CCOroCrlsTICN sCTIVITY.

New York, N.Y.
August 30, 1540

Akron or-nch,
Yorkers rerty

Dear Conmr:ces

‘e nrccune thet you hﬂvc.recciv¢€ cur oot unic-ticn of sugust 27th,
hcih ccnterns itself with the cedieione of the Plenum on thc Akren
‘gitu~tisn. ¥c¢ hoge th:-t steps heve been tsken to carry out the de-
ision~ ¢f the #lenum. Until we hesr on the acticns of thc"&“rcn
omraCcs frronos the rlenum cecisionsg, ve Ch 11 edCro~n comuunic tions
or 311 thc comrsces threough the :rev1uuﬁ .chennels. The m-tt.r deslt
ith bclew cencernz =11 the cowmr den =nd chould rchivc thec coneider-
tion ¢l the cexmr-cder, eitherx grnerally or in thvlr ro-pective brenche
f the lrtter heve alrcs=dy been Fermed =8 ueTr the Plpnua dacisicn.

gve h-ve'in cur wrsseericn = 1. A wetition dietributed by the "Corm-
: - ‘ittce te Fight Con°cr1ntion" and
2: M"The Frogr=a for Acticn of the Comrm
ittee to Fight Cons cri;tlon.“

ron o czreful resding of the content m¢ feel it ie imperstive to
dvisc the Lxron ccur.des o; cur ozlﬂlrn =n¢ =ttitude toward tko 53 oLy
pram cn concericticn bec:un vo uncéerrtend, it ie Akren cemroces ~ho
ét—V“ spcnocred this com. ltttb »nd¢ presumadly =rc¢ its main b-ec. Tp
tlo not "new if thie urcgr=a has becn egonscred by the ikron Sreznch
dtsclf.* It & pestscrivt to cur letteT of the 87th, —o cxorcseed
urselvcs briefly on this orcgrsm. .

s incciprehensible to us hew =ny cowmrsdce vhe ic cecnverssat vith
o 1t1 I ¢f cur rarty on the basic ¢u. ticn ¢f —-r, cmn in eny
giv; uppert to, or ecponsor a comalttee on tic basis of the Iro-
for zctlcn cutlined thcrcon.

iret, mry ve say thet ve advisced sll Prrty Brauclics 1cng ~¢0 thet

1y 1361 frrty Unit vhich L-d in wmind the focrimaticn of such a con—
ittce or tuch = neovenent, must first concult with the N tisnel Office
to rocuive its opinicns snd advieec. In view of the fact thot zny
pction ~r rctivity cn the w:r cucstion ic sc releven: tc the 1ifc 2nd
futurc cf the Party, the N-ticnal Officc dcecided thst locals wurt con-—
fult —ith the National Office on such mrtters. oo wo must rceret the
sction <Ff the comr-des rosponsible for ferming thie coosittec, the
ncre -c bec-uce the Preogrem fer action i incdefeneible.

* The K-ticnel Office lcerned ehertly tkrrcefter th-t this pregren

v e net te work of the Brznch, but o«f a uincrity groun ~hich heg
get us = ecpar+te branch. Editer.
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“¢ cite ~t this time ccue of the more glaring <t tonents in the pro-

grans

1.

The committee st-tee ths't it prososes tc c-nduct a "Non—Fol- -
o [ ~=ien-rol=
itical™ compaign =geinect Cnnscrlptlcn-

Eov is tuch s thing o~ ivdlel a fight agsinst conscrirtion
(in 2ny form) is - olitic -1 fight, particulerly <ince it

mict bec directed sgeriuect the ~clitical machinprv or govern-—
nent of the ruling clace;-#nd in this c=s: =gainst tnb pro-
grem of the c(ntrhl ;overzn\nt in %as hln t n .

The program ststcc: "The conscri_ticn bill is defensible only
cn the b=asis of a v=r its nrovonents intend to vage on foreiegn
seil". This flies in the fecc of our fundament=al ocutlcck on
the Imperislict war. We arc agezinet imrerislist w-r, vhether
it is fought on so-callcd for01gn g0il ¢r rn so-czllad conco—
tic goil. In either cvent, it ic 2 war conducted 2g:inst the
intcreste of the VWorking clrse. 4s such vc con give it no
scliticsl or me=teriml sun-ort. The conditicns under which
leber cen supgort or_teke part in war, with its on ccnecience
enc mill, hs ve been mide cleer ot all ti*c by our orgeniza-
tion. N"mcly, that the —orkers are defending their ovn inter-
cstﬁ, either in civil war agrinst the Bcurgcois rullng clacs;
¢r give condéiticnal supgert, msterial aid "1thout political
cup-crt, =2¢ in tha c-sc of the ClVlleﬂr in onein, the weor
betrcen’ China =nd J=wa2n, ectc.... '

The above mentircned sentence in the vregran apuarcntly drara
a Cistincticn betrcen sn 1mucrlullgt wer waged cn foreign scil
n¢ on this soil. :

Cne par=graph iz he=ded: "Death cf Democrscy!" =nd r:fers to
the Cegtruction ¢f "traditionesl libertiec by tho cctoblishrient
of the peacc-time draft." Ccnsecrirzticon wer se is not the crusc
ol the death of demccracy, but rather the stulti icsticn ~nd
ctrengul~tion of bourgeoi« dpnooracy is th: result of = pro-
cese flowing from tru nature cf thc \ntlru irporialict otrugglc
en e netional and intornstionsl .cale hie ﬁﬁrqgrw~b is so
mritten a5 to imply thet mith the establichument of cone crlp—
tion, the United otates thereby beccuacs totalitarian. feo=zibly
thie is not the intenticn of the leaflet; but oven acrc inper-
t:nt is the empharis placed cn the precervstion of the democ-
r-tic institutions of American Coplt =lig.s 29 virtuzally the
nejor obtective of the people.

The Frcgram geoes on te join Hitler, Jt<1lin, =nd suszcoline to-
gcther, u1thnut in »ny way draving any 01ﬁt1nct10ns wclitically
Dctwcbn tnom' sné morcover, by inrcdiceting th:st uncmployed and
ycuth problems arc identical uncéer thece regimce. This, #t
beet, is =2 confufion of idcme =ond iccolegice thut must net
JIOVrll in cur mcveoaent. 3
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In three lin;« the rersons for theo Frenclh dcfest are ;r"u’ﬁo¢y
CUEICC un Le muiming up impliecs, if it Crenon ©t mctuslly aey
G, that b'tlnncl Defenze ¢f the beurgecie »rC(r y the verting
clees ic e nceiveble uncder c-nditicns vhich, howev er, ~re not
coceified.  “hsat clee cron thoe folleving scntonce mhﬁn? "The
pasfege ¢f the Burke~"sds~mr th Bill crn nn]z,sorv tr fester
S:Rcral ~nd deep distruct foord the dericerotic inteaticre oF
ovi elected officislp.” i o o

5. Tbc 1 ¢t inprrtant metter we vish to #%int cut is the strenge
CFrcludiny flo an €f the Frogrzm fecr acticn: "The CFC cells
cr N-tional Defenco Aagasinset dictrtorshin at houwe." “hat
dcee thic mean?  There ere several mesnings cr inter-rets tions,
but slcg=ns must be clear in thencelves and don't recouire Ny
;~rtlcu1.r elabor=ticn. It cen cssily follcw frowm th- Frogra:
For Acticn zs a vhole, end p=rticularly frew the uotn tlcnq e
hcvc mede frow it, tht the rug crters of this cem ittece to
fight conscrlgtlon believe in Niticnsl Defonce by the vcrkers
.¢ven under the given criitelist conditicns. For cur art, thet
ie net zc oslble.

‘he Pro;r'n “or Action m3 a whole imnresses us a irzcomplete <+nc¢ in-
geccuratc in its characterizaticn of the pre-cnt Im.erialict ver; does
pot m=xec clesr th-t the morking claes is o.gcced ts the cons rivtion
;ct mhether the sried forces ere tou be sent ﬂoro"C or nct, -né <o
orth. The cceisl-patriotic formulaticns =nd im:lic tlnAs »ill no
~cubt D¢ obvicus to 211 the cemrades vhen they ncie the quot-ticne and
exd thc yrogrssm as 2 vhele.

¥e have tzken note of the publicity given tc thie comuittee by the
pumiitt Ccunty Labor News, n¢ have ales rond sore of th o ATron norvs—
papers =s vell, in crder to szee whet could £0% 1dly have becn the
grouns. cr tbc formztion of such = comsittec. e have ncted thet in
kron there is formed 2 loace Council, vhich diffcrs very little fro-
the Counittee to Fight Cons scripticn.

80, £ gfimiler comsittce, e obscrve, wes.formed by the Atror Indus—.

rial Unicn Ccuncil. Whﬁt roliticel eor orgeniz ticrn juectific tion

gIor the fermetion of this —articul-r body on tho zagin of the Freoerem
of Acticn eclopted by it?

n such #n imrcrt-ont metter, ve hec horie¢ that whocver vwee reenoneibe
Lor the crgeniz ticn of th1° comittee =nd the adcition of ite urogran
f sctisn wovld first have nCvisel the Nzticnsl Gffice of itsc internticen
ind failine th=t, tr heve sdvised the N tionsl OFffice of its actirns
nd actlvltlo once it hzd zone 2hend nevertheless. e orocume wo
h=11 hcer from the ccur Cog in reply te thies comadgnication. From

he foregolr it is cle~r that we c-nnct cnﬂ”r“e cr sun.ort & wevercent
n cuch ¢ bzois. It could only serve t- diccredit the rovoluticnery
tlements, vheose struggle on the ™ r gue tirn muct lie in the etrict
dherence tc their *r1n01plcd poeition cn wor, ané muet thercfcre carry
Ut thoir eetivity on thet baeis. This weuld men thet, rather thonl
couri;ec cr intii$te movononta vhich heve but little ¢1“bL1uv ~da Irr
evelo.ucnt in the pro.cnt circuwmistsnces :nd which weter ¢iva cur pro-
ram it ir better for the workers sarty and YioL tc carry cut an inde-
enégnt cnti-war activity cn the berie «f its bacic pr-granm.

pe t+ hesr from y u socn.
' C‘.m ely youre, 23



