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TEE TASKS OF TEE PARTY IN TEE TRADE UNIONS

. I. THE ALS OF TTE WORKFRS PARTY IN TEE TRADES UNIONS.

The central aim of the Party in the unions is to establish its influence,
lcadership and prestige as a revolutionary socialist party: to impcl the working clas
to organized militant struggle around a program of economic demends, to orient the
trades unions to indcpendent political action; ond by our activity, our loyalty,
our inspiration and teaching to build the road over which cver increcasing numbers of
militant prolotarians find their way into the Party. This is our central aim today
and for the post-war periode We stand fast on the position taken in the lianifesto of
tho 4th Intornational thot: "It is possiblo to save the unions in only oaoc way: by
- transforming them into fighting organizations which will accept as their goal victory

- over capitalist anarchy and imperialist banditry. The trade wnions will play a
paramount role in building socialisdt economy, but the preliminary condition for this
. 18 tho overthrow of the capitzlist class and the nationalization of the mesns of
- production. Tho trade unions can escape burial beaeath tho ruins of war only if s
theoy tako the road of socialist revolutwn. .

Nc ponder thosc words today as we stand in tho midst of the wreckage a.nd
carnoge of the Socord Imperialist World War. Uc see and focl the concrete results
of Mcapitalist annrchy and imperialist banditry.® fThe anarchy of capitalist product
ion cxprossecs itself todoy in the dobacle of bourgcois reconversion procedure where

" the only program the ruling class has, is to loy off the workers and close down the
- plants. In order to alloviate the suffering.of tho mnsses the government can
propose only that the uncmployment insuranco bencfits be raised to o maximum of
$25 n wecks In order to facilitate holding back the militancy of the working closs
thoe bourgeoisie can proposc only thet the differcnces between owmers and wage- ’
earncrs bo adjudicntcd by ' compulsory arbitration. {(HBatch Bill)

\70 800 the concrete results of “:unperialist bo.ndltry" in the spectacle of the
United Nations sitting astride Europe, in the midst of the devastoation wrought by
their imporialist armies; crushing the democratic aspiration of the massos,

- frustrating their revolutionary potentialities, and planning to reduco the whole
continont to cconomic sui'focg.tion and pohtical subservicnco to the Unitcd. No.tions.

This 1- tLo concrete aituntion confronting +he trado u.nion movemcnt in the
Unitod Statos today. This is the situation in vhich the largest and mightiest -
prolctariat in the world carrics on tho strugzle for its very existence and indeponé
once. "It is such a situatlon zmd in such on orga.nized prolcto.riat that tho uorkors
Party must interveno. T e p . . . U

t

Lo We ha.vo said bcfore that tho tro.dcs unions cannot go on 1n the old vay moaning
. that faced with the situation which wo have described over and over in Labor Action, ¢
the Now Intornationsl and in the Party rosolutions, the trade unions cannot hold .
their own even in a dofensive way, unless they clearly grosp the fact that the -
" bourgeoisic itsclf has poscd bdeforo the working class tho urgent necessity for raistxg
its oconomic strugglo to tho lcvol of politic 1 nctivity and. organizntion.
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It follows from this that tho problcn for the Vorlwers Party is not 'orimarily
whethor or not the trade unions can go on in tho old wy, but rother to sey and
‘understand that our Party cannot go on in the old wey. Wo camnot do our trade union
work in the old way. This is vhat must bo important for us. It is importent for
tho reason that vhon wo eny that our central aim is to arouso the working class to
moro militoot mnss action, to impol it to independent political action and to
rceruit tho trado union vangunrd into the Party, then it is nccossary that tho
Party orgonize itself for such londership and activity in a most practical way.

Such a task cannot bc left to the trade union bureaucracy with its chronic pol-
i icy of class collaboration. This is a task imposed on our Party. We kuow vhat the
trado union burcaucracy will dos Vo must oppose them, fight tham and differentiecte
oursclves from them. fo wndorstand tho trade union burenucracy and thon to spend

: our timo in lamentatiions; ovor their capitulations and betrayals, is to act as though
g Vo did a0t understo.nd tho role and function of the trade unlon leadership.

' Tho achiovor.tent of the Wtask imposcd on it by history" ce.nnot bo loft to the
- instinctivo groping of tho working class, no matter hos militaat and aggressive.
“The workdng class will not find its woy to independent political action in the
roevolutionary class scensc, nor to sociclism morely out of its own expericnco in tho
. clags strugglocs fTho ripcnoss of tho objective situntion is not onough. Spontaneous
- ness actioas by the working class or the trado unions, vhile portroying in some
-snnsc tho desire of tho working class for a chonge do not nccessarily moon a
coasclous deternination to bronlk politically from the bourgeoisio nor is it a
conscious striving aftor socialisn.

e Uorl'ers Party must intervene in this struggle, ina nost practical Wy with
“our program . It rmst be our ain to seizo on thoso militont rmss demonstrations of
tlhe worlmrs for the purpose of clevating the thinking of tho workors to the class
conscious level., This can only be accorplished through the intorvc.atioa of the
rovolutionary Porty.

iiilitancy on the part of the working class without thc leadorship, instruction
and guidance of the rovolutionary perty will bring the workers face to face with
the gravost dangers for which thoy will not be proparced and for which thoy conuot
prepare themsolves. Tho more the militancy, without »nolitical organization and
activity, the greater the danger of complete sudpression and orgeanizationnl cnnihile-
tion by a roactionary and class conscious ruling class.

_ Our ains, thereforc rmst always b indissolubly cGonnocted with the 2arty

rnd 7ith the Party »rogram. Uithout the Party the fractions and tho individual
Party mombers arce nothing. Without the Party and its progran the striving, lecyalty
ond courage of tho prolotariat will not and cannot save the worlding class fron cortain
defcat. This is tho most significant and riost tragic losson of history: the nost
. oxninous portent of our timc. fTho presont crisis in human culturc is the crisis
in tho proletarian leadorshin." ("The Death Agony of Capitalism.! —-Trotslky) '
All that Comrado Trotsky was saying hore is thet tho cultural degrodation of today,
tho cconomic and social debacle, the mounting tide of political recaction (fascism)
can only ve halted and swopt awsy if, and only if, the proletariat is politically
orgonized and led into battle by a traincd disciplincd and hardened rovolutionary
party. ' . . _

Not to md.orsta.nd this is only to play with words and worso; to play with the
" . vory oxistencoe of tho unions and the proletariat as an organizod and effective force
in socioty. Tho mistake at this point is virtuelly to liquidate the Party, It means
tho loss of opportunity and tho stultification of tho class strugglo. It is the 433




surest preperction for tho victory of fascism. 3
II. Our oims arc set for us by our principles, by the objective situntion,

by tho instinctive and conscicus strivings of the working class and by the historic

intorests .of tho wroletariat. In princinle wo ere a iLiarxist party, a Leainist party,

a Trotskyist party, o Bolshevilk party. This has been treated in tho report of

Comrade Shachtman, _—

7o do not say this in any spirit of corcmonial boasting nor in the inane monnor
‘of tho Cannonitcs. "Candidnte of the Trotslkyist Porty". Vo mean that ilerx, Engels,
Lenin and Trotsky are our teachors, our thooreticel guides in the ficld of politics
... and of political orgonization. Tle molw no apology for this, we do not hide 1it.
E.  Thoy nrc our guides in our trade union activitios no less than in our propago.nda
~o.nd ogitntion in LL, o.nd the NI. ‘

'Wo scck to nele this lmown to. the 'vorl:ing class in our trade union cactivities.
.0f course our approach to this question and the way wo handle it in the mass
orgonizations will differ sharply in tho mattor of approach and tactic from the manner
of approach in the press. ihat must be emphasisced howevoer is that tho differeace is
onc of approach and tactical hondling. This is not alwoys clearly undorstood. At
times the pross is advorsoly criticisnd,for instanco, for using the word"Trotsky!

.. or "Protslyism®, It is ia tho press, in our pmphlots and ot our pubdblic nmoctings axd
elnesos_vhere we ¢ton and oust auphasmo our political ancestry and conncctions. This
gives support to the necessarily moro Wpractical? and coutious approach of our comrades
in the unions. There is no neccssary conflict botweon the proceduro of the press amd
the Party trade uvnionist. The press can do openly what the Party tradoe unionist nust

do in a morc obliquo manner. Both the press and the Party trade unlonist however
proccde concretcly. In neither casc do wo cimlate the Connonitos.” ‘Vhat they do is to
hido their identity completely in the union but undluly, mcchnmcally and dognaticﬂ]y
inflate their Trotslyite affiliation in their press.

CONTINUED ON FOLLOVING 2AGE
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It is clear from the bbove that the WP member 1is not a "pure and simple
trade unionist"., He Is not merely a trade unionu orgamirer even whilé -
functioning formally in such a post. His vision must be broader than
his local, his plant, his Industry, his international., The Party
member who understends the role of the Party in the unions will approach
his work In the unions with a perspective for the working class as a
whole., The trade unlon movement is our base because it is the primary
economic organlzatlon of the working class, Here 1s where the working
class begins 1ts struggles against capltalism. The union therefore 1is
the Bamguard of the proletariat at the economic level , :

The Pg rty had lmportant and sirniflicant reasons for Instructing
1ts members to become stewards and shop commlitteemen for example., While
' the rade unlon movement as a whole may be correctly be called "the van-
guard of the proletarliat at the economlc level", we differentinte
between the ranks and the bureaucracy. The Party insisted and still
insists that our comrades stay wi th the ranks. This does not mean to
become lost in the rank and file mass but to assume leadershlip in the

. ranks., The most fruitful leadership pests from the standpolnt of the

Party are the posts of steward and shop commltteemou.

_ Tye WP member must understand the trade unlon movement as the
organization of a clasa, participating in class struggle In the interests
of that class. Within the framework of the principles of our Party the
trade union movement 1s not simply a mass grilevance committee, which
must be concerned only with the day to day frievances of the working
olass 1in the plants and factorles, To look at the trade union movement
in this narrow way 1s to fall into the ways of thinking of the rank and
£1le unlionist and that of the old line trade unlon leader and functlon-

: arye.

. We look at the trade union movement as a whole, and adopt our per-
, 'spective for the trade union movement as a whole, 1n llne with our
- goclalist aims., This is the beginuning of the correct political aporoach
~ to the trade union movement. Insofar as the Party member falls to
‘-unserstand this approach and method, he 1s and will continue to function
- as a pure and simple trade unionist. It 1s particularly necessapy to
-gtress thls polnt today as the unions are prozressively faced with the
-problems of the intensiflcation of bourgeols pressure on the labor move-
-,ment and the Increased intervention of theggvernment,

o What we are attempting to do here is to lead the Party unionlst to
see and understand the generd situatlon which confronts the union

movement today, to orlent him away from a too narrow concern with the
practical problems of hls own local or international. Here again it
‘may be nccessary to coution agalnst the inference that the doing of the
day to day tasks in one's own local are unimportant, This is not the
case and any such conclusion would place such a person In the position
‘where he could reayly only "look" at the trade unlon movement,

What we do mcan is that the Party member must develop and have a
wider, broader and deeper conceptlon of the trade union and 1lts poss-
ibilities than the bureaucracy of the membership. The Party looks
-upon the unlons as a vast proletarlan reservolr of class Rolitical
' strength, power and potentiality. It is our emphasis on "oclass polit-
fcal strength" which differnctlates the WPfrom tio loadership of the :
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- PAC for example Here the workins class was organized politically but

1ts class collavorationist leaders frustrated the real but nrimitive
deslros of the workers for independent’political action,

Comrade Trotsky wroto in "Communism and Syndlcalism" that the
trade unionlst looks only at the unlons as they are, while tho Marxist
looks at the unlons as thoy mkght become.,

¢ ‘Pure and slmgle trade ,unlonlsm in the classlc sense, in the U.S,
t  has been called "Uomperism" after Sam Gompers, one of the founders of the
¢ the AFL. Gompers was the most outspokon and most 1nfluent1a1 exponent
= of what 1s known as pure and simple trade unionism", This was a
E . oonsclous policy with Gompers and in no swonse just an geccident, tho
E-. heart of the Gompers policy was tho exclusion of independontworking
- olass political orgenization and activity and his nosition (in his
latter ycara) that strikes wero out of stybo and that the time had como
. for capital gpd labor to sit together around the council table and
arrive at agrecments 1n the mutual intercsts of both sroups. It was
undor the influcnce of G ompors that the labor movement (AFL) adopted
tho pollitical position of "reward our frictds and punish our enomios',
mcaning of coursc no 1ndepcndent labor polvtics.

 Wnat the Partv must bo careful about today 1s that we do find our-

" '8clves opposing Gomperism in theory but adopt it in practice, through
a negative or passive attitudo towards this all-importat quostion of the
_role of the Party in tho unions,

To have a "lino" for the unions ~nd not to use it or to bocome
boggod down in trade urlon routine to the detrimont of "political work"
-.along the lines 1ndicated by the Paﬂty, is ob.]ectj_velv to fall into an
nsidious form of gompcrism ]

i Wo can no longer confine the moaning of "pure and simplo trade
nionism" to the doing of simplc day to day tasks of union activity.

or bencath the tendoncv to confine oncself to "“trade union work" or to
poradic and disjointod political work" 1s the lack of undprstanding
“of what is "trade union work" for the member of a Bolshovik Party.
This 1s at the root of "puro and simplo trade unionism" in the case of
he revolutionary trade unionist. Those who do not undorstand the role
- 0f the Bolshevik Party in the trado unlons, who do not understand the
~.objective situation, who do not realize concretely the level of devclop-
-mont of the worklnﬂ class, who do not havo a correct nolicy, who do not
thavo a Y"foel" for the situation; can only fall into "pure and simplo

- trado unionism or tho rankest scctarianism,

- - In line with 1ts aims and principles the WP contonds nob only for
~tho indcpendence of the unions but for the right of the Party to propa-
gato its politieal vicws in the unions, OQOur demnnd that tho unions be
= ndopendent of the rulin_ class 1s not a domand that there be"no yn)=:
"1tics" in the unions. On the contrary, lndependence for w#s is for the
‘purpose of isolating the unions from bourgecois polltical influence to
facllitate the ontrance of the politlcal program and vicws of the WP,
8t the baso of this program is the explanation to the unlons that they
. cannot go on in phe old way: the old functions must be performed in a
£ now way and with now perspectives, To the dogrec that the Party docs
fnot asslmilatthls desson and this perspectivo it can only function as
puro and simnle trade unionists, , ‘ . 4?369
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The Party has always adviscd its tradec unionists to intograte them
sclves Into the working class in tho plant and into tho union. This
bogins at tho bench at the trade union lovel., But in order to ostablish
the independence of thc Party in the factory and in the union, the Party
. - member and the Party trado union fraction must risc above this lovel.

f- On one harnd the Party member and the fraoction must become differentiat
od from thc trade union leadership and, in a differont way, from the

- tradc union ranks. Yo diffcrentliate oursclves from the tradec union

* leadership on the basis of the contradiction between our revolutionary

- class strugglo principles and the class collaborationist principles of °

- the unlon burcaucracy. In so far as the trade union lcadership ls the

. rcpresentative of the bourgclosie we oppose them on principle. L)

k. difforontiate oursclves from the ranks in a difforent way. We rise

t. out. of the ra nks as lcaders, teachers and polltical organlzers, while

. at the samc time retaining our roots in the rank and file, and remainling
‘a part of the rank and file, We are different from the ranks while

‘remaining an integral part of the labor movement., Rt the same timc we

.do not equate thec bureesucracy with the ruling class nor do we ldeallze

~the rank and flle. . : - '

' Only scctarians would attempt to cquate the trade union burcaucracy
.with thc bourgeoisic. This is nat thc mcaning of our pssition that
" this burcaucracy 1s a class collaborationist leadership. The trade
“union burocaucracy is a part of the working class; a part of us, Because
:they aro a part of the working class and because of thelr roots are and
‘remain in the woking class, we takc a certain measure of rcsponslbllity

ifor thenm,

It must be emphasised too that the trade union leadership 1ls not
‘a solld reactlionary mass, always betraying thce working class. Thero
-arc degrces of progrcssivism and consorvative 1n the trade union lead-
rshipe. Within tho goneral framcwork of class collaboration, tradoe
union lcaders may and do play objcetivoly, a progrossive rolec today
~and a reactionary rolec tomorrow. (c.g. Organization of the AFL,CIO.
"Rolc of Lewis in ULWA strikes, ctc. etc.) _ :

To idealize the rank and file of labor is to run off to anothor
‘extrcmo, in thc manner of the petty-bourgeols (peaco-time) "friend of
‘labor"™. The working class is not a solid progrossive mass. This can
“bec sald of the workinz class only in thc sense thnt, historically it 1s
~the only progrossive class 1In soclety. Its placo in capitalist pro-
duction, the impulsions of the class struggle and its cxperience wlith
-bourgeols socicty make it possible to spcak of the working class as
-the only progressivo class In soclety.

- Larsc scctions of the working class (or at times tho whole class)
‘in its concrotoc actions, or absence of action, may and do retard the
dovelomment of the class to class unlty and class consciousness.(Anti-
-Somitism, oppression of Negrocs, roactionary attitudes toward women in
industry ctc. ctc.) ~

. The WP. will rocognize theso things and ln 1ts rolec of toacher
ond gulde will attempt to oricnt tho trade union movement in linc with

'1ts princliples and its goal.,
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Ve ostablish tho indepondo:cd ‘of tho party-in the trades unions and the in-
dependenco of our fractions by our eins, our principlcs and our progren, e draw o
sharp line between tho waions and the party. iVic do not confuse the two., Union work
is Party woxic only in so far as it is carriod on ia consonanco with the ains,
principles and progren of tho WP« Any othor typo of trade union work is "purc and
sinpleo traco unionisn.! ) ~

By drawing a “shvrp lino" botwoen the Party and the unions wo nean to

ciphasiso that the iinrxist party is and orgenizntion vhich accopts poople into merbor
ship on the basis of accoptanco of the progrem of the Porty. This is not truo of the
union, Tho union rmst (o1 should) accept all those who work in tho industry or in
tho craft without rogard to political bolicf or affiliction. A workor nay pass fredy
. CIO to AFL from tho ULA to the UL, fron the oloctricinns to the carpentors.

The only demand mnde is thot ho havo a tronsfor card, or that he meet tho
finonciol requironents and that ho work in the industry or croft. 3But to pass fron
tho Sociclist Party to tho 7P or from tho WP to tho CP onc rmst accopt tho political
progran of the crganizotion in which nombership is sought, This mecans that the
Moarxist party is not an "oll-inclusivo" organizotion, but o programnntic onec.
(This point and othor rclovant poi.xta aro ccvored in the roport on tho TAsks of the
Part.v) 4

Politically immature worlors do not undorstand this poht ond its importanco,
Quitc oftean difficultios arisc in our tra.do union work bocouse of this lock of
understonding. !

III. In ordor to cccorplish our ainsg in tho trado uniong, the Party st

function in a cortain way. That is wo must havo vhat is lmowm as practice. It
nust bo omphasisod ogain thet our practice does and rmust flow fron our principles
and ains. Our practicae is the application of our progran. Qur progran concrotoly
is contained in the politicel and trado unions rosolutions of the Party. It is not
onough to have soric vogue fecling thet ono is a Marzisth and is corrying on in-the
unions in tho nanncr of linrxisn. ¥For tho prﬂctical activity of our trode unionists
rmust bo basod consciously on the political line of the Wp. All th~t has boon scid
in the ropert of Conmrado §. 1is particularly opplicable at this point. It is in the
~ trade union worl of tho Party whoro the concept of tho Party cadro can bo domonstrated

os corroct in o rwost potont way. To be homogenocus in en ideological, political
and organizntionnl sonsc, or to bocoric 8o in tho coursc of corron uctivity togother,
is the ﬁoccssnry ororcquis1to for effoct:lvc trado union work,

A par'cy that oven nokes protonsions at being a Bolshovik organizntion, cannot
proscont two linos in tho unions or to tho working cless. Vork in thc union camnot
bo corried on offcetivoly and in a Party sense, by wavercrs, doubters, quibblers,
sleptics, or possinists. For offcctiveo work tc be donoi cnthusiasn, loyalty,
intolligence, prido and an intollectunrl clarity arc fundamontals. Not mero omotional
roverboraticns but disciplinod and contrclled thialzing and action., Not only loyalty,
onthusiosn ond pride in tho working class. This is of ccurso nccessary. But loyalty
bhthusinsn and pride in tho Party and its futurc. i/ithrut those the Party camnot o
attain its aims ond its principles and progron will rennin words writton oa paper.

In ordor to function ccrrectly and cffcctively tho Party must havo a corroct
policy. By "policy" we necan the lino to be followed and tho nction proposod in
concrcto situatirns. Policy .ioans prinmerily, vhat wo do, what we proposc in a
concrcto situatiens In crdor to detorminc tho corrcet policy it is nccossary to
oxanino the situaticns t¢ have a factual report end o discussion of tho r0port.

Policy is clwoys dosed on our political line and vhat wo o.im to a.cconplish. From
timo to timo tho Perty trade uni:niste dlsplay impationce with insistonce on corﬁit9 ;

- TR .
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policy. They focl that it is tine wasted. They v .nt to get on with tho "practicaln
natters at hond. This is in large part duo to immaturity and to tho pressurc of
; the practicel tasks confrenting the Pe arty or the fraction. ' There can be no
: compronise with this attitude howvever. In the long run such a pesition reduces to
%  "pure ond siiple unionisn.' Correct policy, if properly understood, is the oy to
& offcctivo trade unicn work, It is tho understanding of the mannor of applying the
i linc of the Party. It is tho foundation upon the proctical ectivity oust be carriod
0.

The Party ncmber, in an irportant scnso is ~nd must rennin a rank and file acnter
- of the unica. The eraccpt of leadership which obtnins in the Party should not be

- carricd covor to the trade wnion. The iarxist Party considers itsclf, and corroctly
so the vanguard of the working e¢lass. That is the Party is the political vanguard of
the wor'dng class. The party menber develops o sensc of lencdership, of political
ard orgrnizationnl ccipeotonce. HCE is oncournged to aspire to leadership in the
Perty leadership, EHowever in the union our role-and responsibilities are different.
.Thore we plan te rennin in the ranks and with the ranks in a very direct woy. 7o
have to organize the rank aad file against the lcadership and in oppositicn to tho
_class ccllaborationist policics of the loadership. Not only this but it is our j ob
to rccruit to the Party. It is in the noss of tho werkers that we find our recruits,
(%o arc spoaldng hero 'of coursc specifically of the unions as they are todoy in
copitalist socicty.) 1In order to achicve our ains it is inperotive that the Party
‘eoro in the uvnions ronain in the closest actual contact with the rank and filo. This
- doog not nean the development of worling class rank and fileisi: in any noudlin scnse
“or in ¢ o monner of a liboral ffricnd of the working class". It dces mcoa to roe-

- ognizo that tho progran of the Party is designed for tho working class ranks and not
- for the trado union burcaucracy. The Party nanber is the toacher of the worker ad

" is at the sanmo time the puwpil of the worker. If this interrclation is understoed anl
‘meintained at all tines, oven tl‘w political-orgonizaticonnl task will bo facilitated.

: . In linc with our ains the chiof tasks of the Party is to prormote class conscious-
.noss in tho prolotariat. 7o do not and camnot approach this task coacretely in any
broad way except in our pross. In its work in tho unions the Party rust depend on

- the forcos available. TFor our Party today the perforanace of such a task means, €

: for each and every aecwmber, evory fraction to naintain the closost coatact with tho
‘rrlz end file nienbership.

Ia2 order to carry on our work effoctivoly as rcvolutionary sccinlist politicians
in the uricns it is nccessary tant the WP be the most outspclon proponent of inner
‘unicen denceracye. And not only this but we rtmst be the rmest coansistent proctitioners
2 of demccracy in the trades wiicns. The Porty oember in the unions fights for denocracy.
‘becrusc this is the necessary preroquisite oven for tho nass orgonizotion of the
‘working class . MLore inportantly it is only in o domocratic union that the worker
has the chance to loarn ond dcvelops It is only under union derocracy that class
Btrugglo notions can nalze their way anmd that the revolutionaricsy the class con-
.scious vanguard, con have the opportunity to penotrate the ranks of the workers with

the political progran of the Party. -

IV, 1In ordor to function corrcetly, to oecomplish our tasks and achieve our aiws
tho Party must be prcapreds Prepored fron the stondpoint of thecory and exporience.

Prepored educationally and organizationallye Ignorance, oven though articulatg, and
lack of expor ionco, even though joined to good intcntions; arc not the proper
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oredentlals for leadership of the working oclass or for activity
~1n the trades unions, The crying need of the working class is for
educatlon: educatlion to understand the nature of capitallist soc-
lety, the place of the working class under capltalism; for trade
= union education, polltlcal education, socialist education, It is
. only the Marxist party that can provide this education. Trade
i union actlivity that does not provide the working class with e du=~
: cation, in this sense, 1s only to indulge once again in pure and
simple trade unionism,

The beglnning of the preparation of the Party member for
functloning Iin the trade union 1s for him to know those things whk h
“the whole worklng class must know and understand, The differcnce
i1s of course that the Party member must know more things and '
understand them better. Not only must the Party member know more
in a theoretlical sensc than the trade unionist but he must as
rapldly as possible acquire the experlence of the trade unionist,

. W& hout thls experlence the Party member L1s merely a trade union
pedant and an eyesore to the trade union militant,

For carrying out the tasks of the Party In the unions the
Party member must acquire at least an elemcntary knowledge of the
principles of Marxism. This 1s primary. He must know the history
- of the labor movement, 1ts principles and tactics. He must be
alert to what is golng on about him in the capitalist world. The
Party momber must know and have assimllated the current political
linc of the Party and how to apply 1t in practice. Aj]l of thls means
constant study, reading and practice. The Party member who Iis
not oqulpped has not yet recached the s tage where ho can be effect-
ive in aldling the Party in carrylng out its tasks., It 1s necess~
ary to emphasize particularly the line of the Party as contalmd
in the politlcal and trade unlon resolutions adopted from time to
time. These are guides to what we advocate in the unions and how
we carry on our campaigns. A member who does not know the politic-
"al line of the WP oannoﬁ posstbly recpresent the WP in the union.
Ho may do "revolutionary" work but it will be the revolutlonary
work of a frce lance foot loose revolutionary.

Ve The contentions mnde in the sections abovc are not new to the
Party., Thecy have beon advanced mny times before., In rosolutions

. roports, articles, classcs and discussions, But they must be em=-
.phasized over and over not only to the new party menbers but to the
oldor members as well, They are only an outline. They noed
concretization. This will be donc in the verbal report made to the
confercnce, What we must have for thils conforcnce however, is full
dlscussion on the qucstions posed above, \

VI, Tho Active Workors Conference must however glve the major part
: of 1ts attentlon to practlcal matters, Practlcal not In the sense
- . of the non-party trade union millitant, but in the sense of program
. of action and organizat onal and tactical procedurc. Tho Party must
. know WHA.T TO D0 AND HOW TO DO IT. 440
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The Party has before it still, and will for a long time, th:
task of carrylng on the struggle against class collaborationist
positlion of the trade unlon leaderships During the war wo witnessed
this lecadershlp sink to the lowest cepths of class collaboration,

It 1s to the honor of our Party that we did not in any scnse, as a
Party succumb to thls position but on the countrary carricd on a
relentless strugglc against tho social chauwlnlsm of the tradec
union bureaucracy and the soclial patriotism of the masses._ Wo 4ld
not compromise with the soclal patriot’c mood of the masbgs. "In

‘Labor Action, in the NI,, 1n ow work in the mass orga nlzations

in our public mecetings wo marched in front of the masses, polinting
out the revolutlionary road; the road to soclalism,

T he Party as a Party did not slip Into pessimiksm or fh1ll proy

"to any onervating cunlcism. This was duec not only to the consider-

ations brought out in the reports of Comrades Shachtman and Gates

"but to the fact that the working class, under the condltions,

maintained a high degrco of militancy throughout the war. This is
a significant consideration and indicates the road of the Party
Into the futurec, _

It was stated above that our task 1s to contlnuc the struggle
against the olass collaborationist pollcy of thc trade unlon
burcaucracy., This means in a positive sonsc to win the workers to
class struggle and class consclousness, In practice this mecans to
wln the workers to strugglec strugglc agalnst the crying soclal,
economic and political evils of our time. Tho Party must take the
lead in this md thce organization of our future or poat-war activity
must have this necd constantly in vicw, -

The concrete organlz-rion of our futurc trade union activity
must be projected on a higher planc than over beforc, The mtlitant
activity of the working class, 1lts persistent reaching out for a
higher standard of living, its often outspoken oppdésition to war-
time rcgimentation, combined with tho opcn conspiring of the
bourgeolsie agalnst labor, mako 1t necessary for the WP to preparc
for concrete and militant monifestations of labor against the
empléyers and the government in the "reconversion" and post-war dayse

CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING BAGE
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To have snid ogain and again that the mnin probleas before the working
class today arc pclitical problems a . questions. In linoe with this annlysis and
in occord with our analysis of the oolitico.l levol of the preletariat, we have
acopted the slogan for a labor Party. 70 have prcjoctod the slogan "Tura tho
PAC into a IpP."

Following this conference we must in foct carry thirough a carpaign around
our IP slogan. In viow of the trencndcus victory of tlhio IPGB in the roccnt olecticms
cur LP slogan tales cn the utiiost significoace for tho U.S. In our press and in
our work in the plants and unions; the ttholo Farty nust deceme opon and active
advocatos of the IP. This tas!: dovolvos spocifically con the Party frocticas.

Tho most pressing questicn before the Party in its trado union activity is
in comncetion with unempleyment ond the wacmployeds Not caly should the unicns
plon to organize the unocmpleycd outsido tho unions but dofinite stops should be
tokon to koep 2ll present unicen nembers in their respective unions after they -

nro uncmploycd. The WP rmst work cut its progrnm on this questicn both in
conneccticn with the above propescals but also for any uncmployment omergencies that
moy oriso through failurc of the unions to organizo the uzerployed.

It will bo nccessary for the Party in its trado wnion activity to loy groat
gtress on the intcranticnal cspegts of the working class roveront. The Party
trado unisn momber st becone the choompicn of werlking cleoss iInternational sclidar-
ity. in tho U,5 . ~: Pirst cf all we must incrocse our work among Negro
procletarions and in the unions in behelf of sociol political and ccononic
equrlity for Nogrocs. As in cthor fiolds we have conductod this activity in a
very desultery monner. .

-hny dovelopnent of working clnss s-lidarity rust talzo into irmediate

- ecensideraticn roturning voterans end thoe wonien workors. Thae Porty mmst have
a position tno on thesc vexing gquestions 1'zhich the froctions advocoto in tho
wions.

Ono of our mnin tasks rmust bo proper and timely oppostion to the tendency of thke
trade union movenent to basc itsclf on morely helding on to the gains thnt it has
nade. The unions st go forward or they will not held cn to vhat thoy hove already
gainod. Tho mnin agitaticn and propagenlda fer this doveclopient of course rust
roevolve around cur nolitical slozan for indepcendent politxcal action and tho
fornation of the LPUS.

The future of our fu’curo 'vcrk in tho unicns rust tako into consideraticn the
fnow turn® of Staliniem., This will be dealt with in the vorbal roport and in.
written docwients to the Party aftor the Conforcnce.

IX. The Party ust concera itself with 21l the nein problems which the
labcr novenent will foco in tho pest-war poricd. Tho Party has already given
cttontion to theso prcblems, as wo sce thon, in the adoption of our Reconversicn
Progrome In o tore olaborete wmy we hovo tho foundations for our propaganda in
our Tronsiticnal Prograne o havo alsc, for tho pelitical sceno, adopted the
glogong "Turn the PAC into a Laber Party.t These aroc our basic pregrammatic matori-l
for the pecst war period. . :
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Thet is accessary is that we learn hew te anply our PAC slogan and ~ur
Reconversion and Tronsitional Pregrams. They all romein dbasically propogandn slogan
This dcos net nean that they arc "purely® propegonde slogans and progreins. Thot

is truc of sonc of the pleaks in tho twe progrnis. Others however, aro or noy
bocene agzitational slogons. The usc of thio pregram and slogens in the concroto

can caly be detorninod vhen and if rclevant situvticns arise.

This rcport hrs nct denlt +ith the organizational aspects of the qucstions
raised. To tho oxtent nocessory this will bo done in the verbal report. Eowever
it 1is not tho intconticn ~f the ropert to stress the orgoniz-tioncl and tactieanl
aspects. This rust bo deno in other decunents and in cthor weys.

The following litorcture is pliuned for issue,

A Trade Unicn i;onual' |
Parphlat of Workers Céntrel

Paiphlet to Thite Viorlors

Panphlet on Negrocs in Unicns

Parphlet on Political Acticn

David Coolidge
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