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presents « proletarian internationalist program
in the interest of the working class that
1s its liberation from imperialism and its wars.
Thglr LOSHIGHS 1ange frorn shamefaced sup-
poert of the war, 1w pacifizn aird vague ex-
pressions of suppot to the workers' everyay
strugyies for betler conditions, to cenlrist for-
mulas mn wihich revolutionwry' languoee is
accomramied by a progiam capxtuladén to
the war.
A FORMULA OF CAPITULATION

The war is here, they say, aad we must
adjust ourselves to if. Obviously, revoiution
cry work [ fie emancinat noof the proletoar-
il st e Cadiusted” to war-time condidons
must relaie 1o the prolblems of the new :s‘l‘xui
ation, cnd epocifically o the slruggle against
war in the concrsie. PBul th s elementary idsa
has nothing in conunon with what the centrists
and opportunists mean by “awjust

They propose to accept the existence of the
war, expless their vertbal ocposilion at best
bu! not to figkt it, not to oppuze it in aciion.
They hope to shift the issue, o drop the anti-
war ficht, and 1y to improve the It of the
working class while the war goes on. '
is a program of centinued war.

It cannct be done. The war deinands th:
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destruction of our living standards, degrada-
tion of our conditions, crushing of our demo-
cratic rights gained through many years of
s ruggle. To keep these, even to tight for en-
cugh bread and butter, requires a struggle a-
gainst the war itself. One without the other is
‘mpossible.  To speak of improving the lot of
the working masses withcut a concrete direct
struggle against the war, is as utopian as the
old socialist idea of achieving socialism
‘hrough gradual social reforms and improve-
menis without o direct and concrete struggle
against capitalism. Those who desert the
struagle against the war, desert the working
class at the same time.

THEL W. W.

The worker who recalls the militant tradi-
tion established by the Wobblies during ‘*he
lasi war, despite their lack of political under
ciamding which eventually proved their doom,
will feel sick at heart to read the "anti-war”
editorial in the Industrial Worker of Dec. 19,
1941,

. Tts’ still a capitalist war. of
course... The offense of the Jap work-
ox is one in which all of world lab-
or has a share. Labor has not come
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forward with o better plan of run-

ning world affairs. at least, it has ;
given no such plan the majority sup- |
port required to put it into effect. J
. « » Despite all this, the class strug- :
gle goes on. The hope for a batter
world never dies, neither does the
struggle for improved conditions, for:
labor rights, and for final emancip-
ation of the whole woking class...

« « « Such items as higher wages,
shorter hours, and better working
conditions are always on the cgen-
da. And it should be reinembered
that only in the everyday struygle {
for what is called immediate de-
mands can the working class ac-
quire the experience, education and
organization it needs in order to be-
come the general manager of every-

thing in the classless world...”

What a miserable namby-pamby  stuate-
ment. Everything is the fault of the workers.
Imagine a Bill Haywood or Frank Little or Joe
Hill voicing such resigned, back-boneless
mouthings when the need of the hour is a bold,
defiant call, a stiffening and sharpening ~f ‘he
ANTI-WAR STRUGGLE of the working class.
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THE ANARCHISTS

The LW.W. and the Anarchis.s think they
san gnore the swate and couline the struggle
1o a purely econonmuc character. By denying
the need Jf a stiugg.e for a workers state, a-
cainst the lmperialist staie, they blunt and nul-
iy the struggle against the war. The door is
operned to oulright support of the war. At least
ornie anarchist group has stepped through that
door.

... The main aim of the united forces
of so technically able and produc-
tive a people as we in America must
be to concentrate on the dual task
thett today conironts all progressive
sections of the world — 1o win the
war and not lose the peace...”

This is the social patriotic message of the
Free Voice of Labor (Freie Arbeiter Stimme,
Des 19, 1911), crgan of the Jewish anarchists
centered largely in Philadelphia and the east
Toozt

Could anything be more despicable -— to
caill e he w rking class to support the imper-
iqlisis and their war in the hope of a “just”
peace to be established afterwards by the
imperialisms of the world! The lessons of the
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“ast war, of the 25 years of imperialism since,
ire completely washed away for these "social
ninkers”.

(We wish to point out that this is only one
unarchist group; we do not yet know the po-
itions taken by others).

THE THOMAS SOCIALISTS

The propaganda for a “democratic, anti-im-
perialist peace” is a lie and a deception of
the internctional working class. It objectively
fits the needs of the liberals and social patriots
who carry on a “struggle” against the Tories
in war time for the purpose of throwing sops
to the masses to insure their support to the
war. The pacifist or non-reveolutionary stand
on the war, coupled with the “just peace”
swindle. amounts to left support to the social
patriots.  This is the position of the Socialists.

The pacifism of the socialists flows directly
from their view that the working class can
come (o power through the existing capitalist
state, can take it over and opserate it for work-
ing class ends. The Soctalists do not see the
state as the executive committee of the ruling
class.

Nothing could better expose the degenera-
Hon of the Socialist Party than the fact that s
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official head, Norman Thomas, can publict
announce his weasel support of the war, at th-
same time that the party’s National Committe
takes a pacifist position against the war. It i-
hard to say which statement is the more sic’
ening.
[n the Socialist Call, Dec. 20, 1941, Thbm. -

says: _

__"..The despotic military clique

which today controls the destiny of

Japan, following the despicable mod-

ern technique, by an act of premed-

itated treachery. while its ministers

were still talking peace in Washing-

ton, attacked American territory (!),

American forces and American civ-

ilians... (This is a “socialist” talking.

__ Ed)
"..Our boys — our sons, our
brothers — are involved in war on

land, sea and air. Unguestionably
the country is behind them. Iis
heart is with them...

"..Coneeivably Amelicar  arms
may ultimately win the war and Am-
erican democracy lose the peace.
Hence the necessity that we redoub- |
le our zeal for achievement of true
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democracy at home. and the work-
ing out of such plans for peace as
will be an inspiration and a chal-
lenge to the peoples of the world...
“wl would not divert any A=,
erican energy from the present by
futile mourning over the past.. (our
emphasis).
In the same issue, the official siate ~ent of
the National Action Committee suys:

"..This war (is) the culmination of
a long struggle of European, Am-
erican and Asiatic imperialism for
advantage and dominance in the

Far. East — oan imperialist struggle
which we opposed and continue to
oppose...

“...The fight to preserve and ex-

° tend the pvocedures and institutions
- 'T"of‘democracy ih the very midst of
“'war: the fight for civil liberties,
. « . rights of labor . .. racial toler-
ance . .. living starnidards . . . demo-

- eratic socialism. - Thess, with the
--struggle’ for anti-imperialist war aims
“-and - -enti-inperialist.:  democratic
pettce-y . i-are-the main dssues . .. **
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This statement was ratiéied by the National
Executive Committee (Call, Jan. 3, 1942), which
also issued a supplementary statement of elab-
oraticn along the above lines. So rotten is the
S, s siand that two memoers of 1ts National
Comminee, Lillian Symes and Travers Clem-
enl, Lall editor, accused the majority ol being
tor the war and lacking the courage to say so

| he war is here and we have now to fight
o suve ‘democracy', say tue s.ciabsts (the
capilalist instiluiional iorms ol democracy, of

course). 'Itue, the imperialiss are warring for
“qavantage and dominciice wl e Far East”,
but leis 1y to prevau on e to ostablish an
cti-imperialist peacel  Ask the tiger to stop
ecting meat. Ask the boss to run his plant
without profit.

To econduct a working class struggle a-
getinst the war — - unthinkable. To support the
Laiin Amerioan, Philippuwe, saiayan, East In-
dicn, Chinese, Indiem masses in their struggle
for freedom and liberation from all imperial-
isms - yes, lomorrow, atter tlie war, but not
now. Call on the imperialisis to grant this
lihe -ttion, but don't do anything yourself.

A difference exists between Thomas and
ihe National Executive Commitlee. but it is o
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difference in words. In action both will play
along behind the war plans and the war drive
- a "loyal opposition” to capitalism.

THE CANNON TROTSKYITES

Ot dll the left wing groups, the Cannonites
were the only cnes from whom the open entry
of Bmerican imperialism into the second world
war fagiled to bring forth a single official word
of comment!

WAR — the culmination of a whole process
of imperialist ceriradictions and struggles; the
opening up of « period of mass propaganda
and mass hysleria, slaughter, hunger and dis:
ease; a stage of political capitulations, reneg-
acies and desertions to the enemy; WAR
the time of all Himes for the revolutionists to
speak out clearly, to sitrenagthen the lines of
at least the more advanced workers: WAR
came, and the declaration of war elicited not
a single word from the Cannon Trotskyites.

These pecple are fond of orating long and
loud about war being the test of revolutionists.
How miserably they failed that teatl At first
Their leading people gave the excuze that the

ar came before they could get back from

o iricd, kot the next issue would.carry. a state- -,

..ot The next issue—cppeewed — without a
—_—1] —

Did the trial cnd conviction weigh
oaitate 1D OS-

statement.
6 heavily upon them? We h

-nibe such a motive to their failure to speak

~ut. Dut whaiever he reasons, poliically it is
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hing, this is an unwarranted assumption that
the centrism of the Cannon Tretskyists is Marx-
ism. For another, it is an indirect condemna-
>n of the Cannon leadership who in a trial
¢ such a character, reneged on even its own
sltions.

Sut the Cannonite leadership takes no such

titude. To them the statements at the trial
e to be tabasn ol their {face value, as true
Marxism.

They do not say that under the circumstan-
ces they did nol present their hill prsition on
this or that quest’=, but only pent of thoir pos-
ition, and omitod the "extra-logal” parts. On
the contrary, theoy themseolves brought in the
extra-lenal  paits, and  specifically  roiectad
them.  In other werds, acoording o Cannon
and Morrow, the materiod at the trial, as i
stands, is "hiztoric”, "for the ediucaiion of future

ganaeralion in come’’,

They oo cioiay o educes
ale ond build thelr orgonizadi i on the pro-
gram precented there.

We hope to discuss in an~ther arlicle ihe
genetal questicng 1aised in Comnon's testim-
my.  Here we shall limit ourselve~ o the Can-
sonite position in relation to the war.

ENCOURAGES BOURGEOQIS LEGALISM

Throughout his testimony, Cannon deliber
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ately blurs over the decisive guestion Of. the
road to power, Sncouradges pur‘:igmcr‘.ta{y illus-
e, Trom the way he pores hus position cln‘
force and violence, he introchiies the reformist
siew that the working class con teike powe;
Through the existing capitalist slote za‘aqchmemi
dte support to the Ludlow amend

The Cannor oW
criticism - —

ment for o vole on wal ("with S .
ov do is Cwith criticiem, as ¢

: " s 1
the opporiunism) worked in th
. encourauing bourgesis lec

svarylhiig
this negates
camez directi
o sm among the masses. \

The same effect is conveyed by the word -
“if the majority of people :leci:le‘(‘m wa Cf;l.’,’
porticipate in the way, out peo‘p.fe...v\ull” ali
pariicipate..” (MILITANT, Dec. 13, pese :&)‘ A
what imperialist country has the m-dority =
ihe people had anything to sav o7 the v»"
le this legalism the kind of Yedunation’ O
non has in store for his members? ‘ )
COMSCRIPTION AND MILITARY TRAWIN

The Cannonites are proud of thﬁ—\,ir\(h('y
: e for T

Sk il
gupporied conscription. They ca

q‘“v@"'rm’m*!t to oot up, ﬁrwr*"e fifji eI
cemLS, UNGEE TAce union auspices,
ary Ltmim{lri; and training of (*Hico‘
loat war the governiuet! aid this for busn

.

men uspiring o beColle OUICSIS.
e 14—




s o certain ditlsrencs bo-
15, but  tois
Wl 1l od

ey g woT

i 1 0 . . n
vt bother the © anondies, 1

di;‘« .
SO WIS, Thel G W G IS W 5
Hhs cse o telovant o e ol ios

Pladine te welaets andacr e couticl o e
sab o pobiioss cd wean e

foa b ohe

Ty i
DO Laxors,

GO L coatliad of e e o
WeILers 10 hecome ‘coow solaie s, Wil will
be the eficet of Lis? Wil 1t 8e..uuisen ihe
workers ilittsions abcu

)
1
1
I

I the capiaast govern-
mem, or will it teccch him that the war is i.a-
periciist, not his warr But that 0o is not he
noint.

Under the excuse that all workers now.
adays reed military fraining (as i the capital-
tsts will oof alve 1) vl te Cannonites gave
suppest 1o lile conscnpion ditve, sugpost o
> campaion of the ruling clovs © line up the
for the war.

“"GCOD SCGLDIERS”
CCarmen calls on his members to bo “good
Hers b e armooin the saome sense they

TS

'

s My e S ooaioiuge, pres oning
wenrely as an omdivi gl ol Wha hos this
O de with working class ot onoto diso o' ihe
sl e 1w profit and i~ cripple the oxjiloiters
— 15 —

: s and frighiful social suboiage of the
peeds and iaterests of the peoples and society!
" He denies thal his purly advocates insulbs
Linedion o the army, laying it down as a
; 4 orade withont pooest
Wihat does all ths uud up ? Coannon is
spesifier his paty will ecarry on a "psliizal
ppesition” o the war, Asked to elaboraie, he
siaved: "Wall, inscfar a3 wa are prmitted ~ue
vichts, we would spaak ajainst the war as a
folve policy that should be changed, in the
carte sense, from cur point of view, that other
poriies mi~ht “proze th2 fr3iim policy of the
agrvermmant in tim> of war, just as Lloyd
Ce-ran. for evample, oopised the Boer war
ta putliz address2s and spraches. Ramsay
MzDonald, who later became Prime Minister
of Fnglaud. opprsed the war policy of Envy-
lend diring the We'ld War of 1914-18. We
held swr ewn paiat of view, which is different
trem the point cf view of the two political fig-
ues I have just menfioned, and so far as we
cr- parmitted to exercise sur right, we would
~entinue 4y write and speak for o different for-
eign policy for America.” (Militant, Dec. 6
cage 2.
Lizvd Geortge, Reonsay McDonald,  and
Jamos P. Cannen - dll in the same cateygory.

— 16 —
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At the same time Cannon endorses varicus
guorations from his Party's literature in the
past 1o the effect of the need for a revolutionary
struugle to turm the imperialist war into a civil
Wwar.

This is the essence of centrism: present one
progream in one breath, and its opposite in the
rexi.

It is on the queslion of revolutionary de-
toaiam that Cannon's festimony becomes real-
v “historic”.

Referring to a guotation from the Meamifesto
of the Trotskyite Fourth In’ernational, calling
t.r fratemization and a revolutinnary struagle
against war, the prosecution asks: “"And do
you not think that promulgating those ideas
in the army during the war would ohstruct the
military efforts?”

Cemnon rephes: “Not in the sense ol open-
ing up the Front for the advantage of the op-
pesing armies, no. We are ofiering this solu-
tion to the soldiers of all the imperialist armies.
but it does not mean and could not mean in
any sense that we want to sabotage the oper-
ation of the American Army in the interests of
an opposing army. You will not find it there,
or anywhere else in our literature.” (Militant,
Dec. 13, page 9.
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» G\.jla,mhrm in his op2ning speech was ejual
ly clecr: “The Socialist Wt : 256
by cecr T ialis crkers Pa:ty opposes
;!A a2 the claim that wa prefer the anemy

5 he cl 2: tae anemy.,
(.1.,,{, : e st enemy of the United Siatas o
‘ efaat our govenment is agbs2luiely false., We

4 : iely falze..

.n_ave never asvecaied the idea of insubording
tizn in the omy...” Nov. 8 1941) I

CHARACTER OF THE WAR

Thie Cannonits rejection of revelutionary de-

P
SELLp

foadisin 15 one sia thei
oottt 5 one side ; SN
- L | @ of ihelr antibwar prograu.
the other side 1s their slogan fo “urn the im-
ﬁe.:ahst war into a wa: against fascism™, and
the siosan lor o ] {
e iouan tor a Labor Pariy. Shouid a fab r
cuty come i c ntrel of the govaomme o, aidd
continue the war under the battle-cry of o wor-
Fors' war coyainst fascism, whal would bocome
b the C1l syt Coolih - b
o .{L, Cannonite “polifical oppositizn” o the
war? ‘
s
| Cann n lavs dewn o tieoretical basis tor
charagines hs position on Jhe charccior 1 ihe
r\f/m o imperialiat by his discussion ot the
olsh vite policies pursue i N i il
1olsh yite ,/o]}ugs pusued in the Sponish civil
‘CN(JT (¢t question in itseil).  He comparss the
Secntish wor of clusses with the himporiall )
jf,),.Jn i o 1 of clusses with the mporialist war,
nochanically transfers the policies from  the
cne situation to the other.
But particulerly on the Labor Party ques-
IR




tion does the whole "anti-war’ program of the
Canrnenites plurnb the Jdepths of opportunism,
lay down a line which will sabotage :the work-
ing class struggle for liberation, and lay the
basis for revising their positicn on the charac-
ter cf the war. We will tke this up in more
detail below.

THE SITACHTMAN
TROTSKYITES

Unlike the Cannenites, the Shachimaem
group issued a long monifesto, clearly canel
koidly denouncing  the impericlist war, pro
claimed this a war to decitle “which ol the i
sorialist gronns shall domnate the worid”, aad
Ilhc U. S, onters the war to “ehodionge ALL conr
petitors cnd o aseedl its m_mpericﬂ‘xs’t ricshts o
mastery cf the world cnd ils weullb.'

The Shachtinanites reject the Cannon pro-
graom of advecaiing military  training under
irade union control, On the other hand, on the
Seviet Union, they are to the riaht of Cannon.
Except for these points, hovwevar, the Shgv‘\“-
cnted inomnre pailiteest

memitc proora, i
o thet of the Cannon

formes, g very <

qareap. ‘

There is o charp difforence m ol

- [

Shachimanites. speak after the colry of the UL,
ap

s

into the war — the Cannonites only before.
THE SHACHTMAN PROGRAM

“..Hands off the right to organ-
ize... srike.. free speech.. press..
assembly..

. Hands off the standards of liv-
ing of the working class... Double
pay for all overtime... A capital levy
on all corporations. Conlfiscate the
great private fortunes of the “Sixtr
Families”... Wipe out all...discrim-
ination against the Negro people..
Full politicad righis to the men in the
Army...

” .Organize OUR OWN National
Labor Party, of for and by Labor,
founded on its powerful organiza-
tions, the unions, cnd authorized to
speuk and act for labor in the polit-
i~ al fields. Labor must have its own
licket in the 1942 elections.

"..For a workers government in
the U. S.

.. The workers must cnd will re-
plcce the capitalist svstem with the
order of socialism, and bring an end
to the bloody carmege, to all exploit-

" @tfon &and “oppression.
200




Long live the international solid-
arity of all the peoples. Long live
the socialist siruggle for peace and
{reedom and security. Long live the
triumph of the socialist world. {Lab-
or Action, Dec. 15, 1941).

This is the anti-war manitesto of the Shacht-
manitss. Bold generalities, revolutionary
plirasemongering at its worst. But a revolu-
tionary program?  Deleatisiu? Nothin 7.

How far the American radical movemenld
L shilled to the right is shown by the tact
thett the confused and sterile centrism of the
Shohiman  Trofskyites is the turthest to the
elt”. The Cannoriiles are lo the right of thon.

In recoguizing this dilference, we should al-
an note that the Shachtmonites have not yet
ealablished themselves as an independent pol-
ilicad tendency. As the war pressure grows it
will push the Connon Trotskyites more to the
vight, But pressure on the Shachimaemites will
tend to split their aroup, drividy some to Can-
non and to the right, (md others to the left

BRITISH INDEPEMDENT LABOR PARTY

For « betler appreciation of the value of the
Shachiman progiam, compare it to that of the
British LL.P.

The LL.P. 'resoluiely opposes o Nazi vic

N

tory”, but “on the other hand it could not cup-
port a victery of a cacitalist imperialism which
trecats millions of its Indian and colenial =ib-
20ts in the way Brilain does.” It condk
the "Bri*lsh ruling class . sesking tha
mznt of a Briiigh h:q:'rn STy over hurupe,
crdinate binanciall, o the U, S0 AL (British
New Leader, Ayril 19, 194]).

It slands adso for better ¢ nditions, o “end
protiteering”, for "democraey in the Empire”
and for a "socialist Britain'. S
. The I L. P. prop:res to acoc uplish all this
by revolutionary we in Enorre - and elec-
toral activity in Biiiain,  The Shoshtmanites
propose - a Lab:or Party in the U. S.

THE LABOR PARTY

Whot is The meaning cf the Trotskyite, bh

Y

Lannén and Shachton on, support to the Labor

P('u,!'_./'”;‘ Why is the Lakor Party slosan put
forward tadoy .aa practically the centralizing

slegan of their ayitution?

T'Imc posmén cocncedls an eriire reiection

.of revolutionary internaijonclism, o direct be-

trayal , of working class. interests.

. The Labor Party is not « trade union; it is
q Dﬂh’wal party blmdori on the trade unions
controlled by the iingdist labor burocrats, and

22




operating as a third capitalist party to tie the
working class to the imperialist war machine.

The Labor Party program is the program of
imperialist war. It is a program of reforms, of
begaing oand accepting the crumbs from the
imperialist table. Some remarks by Lenin on
the Cerman opportunists in the last war are
strikingly apropos here:

“The liberal bourgeoisie (and their agents
in the labor movement, that is, the opportun-
iste), in order to influence the workers and the
r-a=ses in general, are ready to swear alle-
cicmce to internationalism any number of times,
to accept the slogan of peace, to renounce the
cnnexationist aims of the war, to condemn
chauvinism, anything EXCEPT revolutionary
cction against their own government, any-
thing that would justify being “against defeat”.

“In point of fact, this ideoclogy, mathemat
i~ally specking, is both necessary and suffi-
cient to fool the workers. One cannot offer them
lezs because it is impossible to rally the mas-
ses without promising them a just peace, with-
out scaring them with the danger of invasion,
without swearing allegicnce to international-
ism: one need not offer them more, because
all that is "more” {that is, the seizure of colon-
ies, the annexaiion of toreign territories, the

23

pillaging of foreign countries, the attainment
of advantageous treaties) will be carried out,
not by the liberal bourgeoisie directly, but by
imperialist - militarist governmental war clique
after the war.

“The roles ars well distributed; while the
government and the military clique. supported
by the billionai‘es and by all the bsurgeois
“men of affairs”, waje the war, the liberals
ccmfort and fool the masses by national-de-
fensive war ideclogy. by the promises of «a
democratic peace, efc.”

The so-called revolutionists who call on the
working class to support the Labor Party, how-
ever '‘critically”, thereby are giving support to
the cpen supporters of the war.

Even more subtly, the Lawor Party agita-
tion strengthens the national chauvinist ideas
in the masses, strengthens the bourgeois ide-
ology in the labor movement.

Today, when the task above all tasks is
the merciless criticism and exposure of the
traitors, the opportunists, the social patriots,
support to the Labor Party is support to the
enemies of the working class.

Discussing the guestion of unity with the
opportunists, Lenin spoke aimost directly at the
Trotskyites:

24




"On all important questions... the opportun-
i=ts confront the parry with their ultimatum, the
acceptance of which is sacured through their
numerous  connectisns with thas bourgeoisie,
‘hraugh their mojorities on the executive com-
mitteas of the labor unions, etz. Tn keep "IN-
ITED with opporiunism at the present time
means PRACTICALLY t» subjugaie the wortk-
ing class to “its” bourgeoisie, to make an al-
lionce with it for the oppression of other na-
tions and for the struggle for the privileges of
a creat nation; at the same time it means split-
ting the revolutionary proletariat of all coun-
iries.”

Lenin called upon class conscious workers
who found themselves in the politcal organ-
irations controlled by the opportunists to split
fr-m the social-patriots. The Trotskyites take
the npposite toad: form a common political or-
rremization torether with the opportunists, and
put the traitors in controll

Only the “rovelutionists” with a brurgenis
Aemerralic idenleagv can think of the Labor
Doty a= an aid in the political development of
e workiter class: com fail fo realize that the
T abor Party agitatisn and orgonization will fur-
ther encourage the deeply roled ideas of

bouraeois leaality and parliameniarism in the
Y IS
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American masses, and will restrain the dev-
elocpment of the siruggle; can fail to recognizs
that the Labor Party move:nent will strengthen
the faial illusion that the working class con
c.ma to power peac:ully, throuzh taking ovar
the existing caphalist state machinery.

As the war pressure grows, ths bourgeoisie
will need a loyal eppositicn of thz loft, since
the present trade union and reformist leader;
who openly support capitalism and the war
will begin to lese autherity among the masses.

In England and Australia, where this stage
i= clready being raached. this is actually icd-
iner plase. The Ausralion La:or Party is in
f'1 loazersh'p of the govarnment - - o thz
capliaiis’s.

The Troiskyites cover up their support of
the social patriots by making secondary crit-
i~isms of the Labor Party and attast ing individ-
nal izaders and policies. Their continued pro-
pocanda for o Labar Party, however, shows
thewr are bidding, cons~ously or no, for posi-
fi~ne of leadership in a Labor Party govern-
ment.

The Trotskyi'e supmart ~f the Labor Party
ia the current form of their line of tailending
the ~ppoerfunists and social patrints. Yosterdey,
this line was expressed in the entry into the
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Socialist Party, then in the support of the Lud-
low amendment. In France they called for a
Blum-Cachin government; in Spain for a Cabal-
leto - C.N.T. government.

Defense of class collaboration, renunciation
of the idea of a social revolution and of revol-
utionary methods of struggle, adaptation  to
beurgecis nationalism and bourgeois legalism,
abolition of the class viewpoint and the class
struggle oul of fear of repelling the ""broad mas-
ses of the populaion” (read -— petty bour-
geoisie) — these are the political threads which
make up the Labor Party agitation.

The rope made from these strands is a
hangman's noose for the proletariat. The rev-
olutionist who helps weave this rope, and then
blinds the proletariat with revolutionary rhet-
oric, is not a revolutionist — he is an enemy

agent.

A WORKING CLASS PROGRAM
AGAINST THE WAR

Recause it is so easily grasped, the Labor
Party question siands out as the crudest cor-
ruption of Marxism by the Trotskyites. But far
m-re fundamen:al, far more serious in the long
run, is the rejeciicn of the program of revolu-
tionary defeatism as the key for the struggle
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cgainst the war, for translorming the imperial-
izt war into a war against the exploiters, for
w-Tkers power.

Fevoluilonists are not for the victory of eith-
er e enemy or their own ruling class in the
iriporialist war., Revoluticnis's support ithe in-
icrevis of the working class and the masses of
the peopls. In ench country, the main enemy
of th= working class is right ai home - - its own
copitalist class.

In sheer self defense against the mass mur-
der, the working class will be driven into strug-
gle agoine! the imperialists and their war, wi'l
> into strugale to everthr-w the ruling
ass and establish s own system of produé
tirz for use under workers control. The unbear-
ahle conditions of life brought on by the war
w'l orce the working class to continue on this
couree. even if it means ohe defeat of it own
exploiting cla-s by the enemy ruling elass.

LENIN'S PROGRAM

As Lenin pointed out, “such defeats facilit-
e the sougule o the masses to toke power
Ccord pul aa end to the slaugniter.” Revolution-
iet- d> not seek to hep the victery of the "en-
oy’ (that would ke working class betrayal),
bt Ccall on the workin® class in ALL the cap
frict countries to assist the development of
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the international workers revolution against
the exploiters.”

“Only a bourgeois who believes that the war
ctarted by the govemments will necessarily
end as a war between governments, and who
wishes it to be so. finds “ridicalous’ or ‘absurd’
the idea of the socialists
of all the helligerent countries should express
their wish that ALL ‘thelr” governments be
defeated

“If perish we must, let us perish in the
sirugale for our own cause, for the cause of
the workers, {or the socialist revelution and not
for the in‘erests ~f the capitalists, landowners,
and Tsars - - that is what every class con-
scious workers sees and feels. Revolutionary
s-cial democratic (Marxist) work may be dit-
{i-ult at present, but it is possible. It progesses
i the whole world, and in this alone lies sal-
vegion.”

Tr endorse on paper the proletarian revolu-
tinnary program for a fisht agaiast the war,
and to step there, would be no more than lip
service to the struggle.

Today more thom eve i3 needad the most
intense activity in Cefense of workers 1ighis
cnd interests acainst the attack of the capital-
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ist reaction. The class struggle for the

! reaction. The 3 strug ) > enon-
cmic, polilical and eocial rivht: of the w
class and the oppracs A

T
cad colon-
ition of th-

(TN

class, =1 min orities
.o;s‘ s the anly road o emone
world working clog But the cenirerd ]

: 4 * 1 VETenirer] -
}ZTQHICIHT!@ theme of all this activity ths 1 1
Cinaiing them s activity, the throo-
meng gt it into a un'fied whel ivi i
e : ‘ p e, glving it
frec 19 meaning, is the program of
ovtionary  defaatism. e

For i ow v
o ﬂlldso p‘rlrl(?;;flryyjhn;,sxxvtjxltgnse the activity, 1o
Froarain = conduct aclivity with-
out regard to s aim and goal, to fisun le
bout a mess of contradictiong, I:;r,@n J\A;[jr;\:rﬂg_
flood cates of *he ciqantic b urga- is Ha#mlg
- at the same time denving tha Oﬂ;} pr\lz*(irp
ian weapen of iden'ogical revietrn-a, H 1%\11
JpOSSl‘b]se to contirue on thiz lire without c:ﬁ»
iulation tn the bourgeoisie.

To build a revolutionary party in the U.S
that will defond and advarce the histozgick 1“
terests of the working class, is the Jesiro (“lf
every class con~cirns worer.  The frst i
in this dire~ion is 10 breck with socior] wa?-
tiotism vl ~pparunicm, to white with ‘7111@—
revoliutionists. a




