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IS DEDICATED

to those thousands of American workers
BLACK AND WHITE
who tomorrow will lead the proletarian revolution

The Plack man will be the most determined forece in the Amerigan
Revolution, He is the most intensely explolted. In the destruec-
tlon of the capitalist mode of produstion, he, most of all, has
nothing to lose but his chains,

For this reason he 1s feared and hated by our capitalist ever-
lords and 1s a source of embarassment and object of hypoeriey
to labor's misleaders and the bourgeois lackeys of all strlpes.

And for that same rsason the revolutionary Marxlsts do not hesl-
tate to sweep aside the accumulated cant and prejudice of cen=
turies In order to make it possible to establish the unity of
the proletariat of all races, for thelr mutual emancipatilon.

The problem of the Negro as a race cannot be separated from the
problem of the Negro as a worker. Only by faclng and aolving

them both together can the bdasis be lald for his unlon with the
white worker for the successful achlevement of the prolsetarilan

revolution.

To that end the Central Committee publishes this short treatise,
the position of the Revolutlonary Workers League of the United
States on the Negro question, in the hope that it will help ac-
celerate the process of clarification nscessary to bind togcther

workers of all races in class strugpgle actlon.

We do so the more willingly, furthermore, sinece history teaches
1us that 1n thils process of unification will be Bullt the pariy
of Marxism, the indispensable engine of the rsvolution.

toreword - .

ind that 1s the central task of our movement, ,//
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I INTRODUCTION

_Contrary to popular opinion, the special problem of the Negro under
capitallsm is not created by the physical differences existing between
the Negroid and other peoples of the earth. Propagandists of race
hatred invariably over-emphasize the real blological differences and
assert the existence of other (imaginary) differences which they base

oi suech superficilal considerations as skin pigmentation, 1lip thickness,
character of the halr, and flatness of the feet. These superficial fea-
tures are the product of the influences on the human body of the Afri-
can olimate, desert soll, and jungle 1ife over thousands of years. They p
a¥e slowly belng altered by sccial changes in Africa and throughout the T
world, by miscegenation and racial blendlng, and by the influences of

other climates, temperatures, soils, and foods.

The raecists still employ the term "hybrid" in connection with the off-
gpring of race mixture. But thls term applied to mankind has no real
neaning. In 1ts fundamental biclogical sense it means a cross that
sannot reproduce, such as the mule in the horse family. With humans,
nowever, should the lowliest pygmy mlscegenously reproduce with the
nighest, titled "blue-blood", the off-spring could go on reproducing.
n other words, there are no basic biologieal divisions in the races
of man. As a matter of faect, this fundamental biological fact, dis-
régarded by the racists, confirms our revolutlonary prospect of world-
izing &ll of human soclety.

"PQ understand the problem of the Negro we must turn from these super-
ficlal differences to the larger social forces of sconomies, polities,
¢prmmerce, industry, and agriculture, But in doing so, we connot alto-~
ﬁether lgnore the wide vogue enjoyed by the exaggerated contentions and
fantaslies of the rescial propagandlsts.

=

"White superiority", "the white man's burden", "natural antipathy", and
"white sssimilation” are cynical theories designed to conceal the eco-
nomic, political, and social motives of the ruling class which congocted
them. In other words, while the racists may be aware of the sccial for-
ces, they invariably justify raclal suppresslon. Just asa in the past
they endaresd the rape of continents and the victimization of mililions
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The Negro Under Capitalism

of humans in the viecious (but profitable) slave traffic, so today they
apologlze for the vilest form of race plunder by the 1lmperialists.

2. WHENCE DOES _RACE HATRED ARISE?

I hroughout the ages racial agltators and propagandists have served to
strengthen the power of the rulers of soclety. They have helped mould .
religions (especially the white man's religion of aggression, Christian-
ity), laws, penology, philosophy, and education of all class societies
in such a way as to keep mankind divided along racial lines., Inter-rac-
1al division invariably strengthens the ruling class parasites who usurp
the wealth produced by the labor of the broad masses,

Complex institutions and ldeologles have heen fostered to develop race
discrimination and division. These institutions obstruct the scientific
understanding of the whole question, In fact, so imposing i1s the influ-
ence of race diseriminstion in class soclety today that even Negro en-
thusiasts become infected with it, They exalt "Negro culture" as con-
stituting an "empire within an empire", complementing and supplementing

the culture of capitalist civilization of which lynching is an integral
part.

For example, the movement Initiated by Booker T, Washington was and re-
malns a movement baeed upon the principles of social separatism. Vario..
Negro institutions, universities, churches, fraternal organizations, ard
the Y.M,C.A. seek to Inculcate in the minds of the colored peoples the
idea of self-advancement within the sphere of their own "ghettoes"or com-
minities, The National Assoéiation for the Advancement of Colored Peopls,
founded by the brilliant W.E.B, DuBois, and now led by the famous author,
Walter White, and the National Negro Conference headed by John P. Davls, -
confine themselves to similar insulating educatlon and activity, More
reactionary are such organizations as the Garvey movement, Father Divine,
and the Natlonal Urban Leegue, The first is a back-to-Africa movement,
an attempt to solve the Negro problem in the United States by running a-
way from 1t; the second is abaokward religious sect seeking to divert the
attanﬁicn of the Negroes from their real problems to the realm of "spir-
ituel” obsesslions and fanaticism., The National Urban League, pretending
to be an organlization for the lmprovement of the Negro Peoples is funda-
mentally a tralning ground and supply depot of colored "scabs' for the
blg corporations. These and other Negro organizations 1like them have ono
aim in common: to malntain the barrliers whilch separate the white and the -
black peoples. Some actually help strengthen these barriers,

3. PHYSICAL __AND _HISTORIC _ BACKGROUND

E ureps and Afrilca are distinet sas environments = the
- physical conditio
in gh%ch men struggle with nature to live and sdvance sgcially. Envirgi-
zgg . ggziildeepiimpr§tti upon men's bodiss, Europe has a mild climate
) *tlle soll, - L8 easy to raise erops and sea food is

gafgiiégliéaiggeggeagg §§ 1?penetrable barriers either by land ggsii{er
] _ Sily transmitted. The soil, climat d )
of Europe made the development of a ; v onap. | motofall

By 9 griculture relatively easv. .
ground resourcess of LZurope - coal, iron, and other oresy- fZZiliE?iegn%ié

bays and harbors encouraged

development of basie industri
commeras by sea. ' o8 ortural
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Almost the opposlte was the fate of Africa. Vast deserts, stretches

of barren soll, and dense forests retarded the development of agricul-
ture and transportation., Its coastlines are even yet almost inaccess-
ible. Its underground resources are deep, and though valuable, are not
those from which basic industries can be built. Thus Africa the conti-
nent restrained the development of the African peoples. At the time

of the rise of the mercantile capitalist system the Negroes were "back-
ward peoples'". Africa was isclated from the world. Its peoples were
lsolated from one another. They founded meny cultures, but were unable
to transmit them. Soclal development was consequently .slow,

Because of that backwardness the colored races of Africa were viectimizec
by the powerful European merchants launching out over the world in pur-
sult of trade, wealth, and exploitation. The rising capitalist rulers
of European socilety did not hesitate to exterminate the aborigines in
Australla, the West Indies, and in other parts of the world. It en-~
slaved the inhabitants of Africa, the Americas and even the lowest stra:
ta in Europe itself. Due to simllar environment the Europeans colonize
the West Indies and the New World generally centuries before colonizing
Africa. Slave trade, a natural product of the mercantile and colonilal
systems brought the Negro from Africa into the modern world. Millions
of captured Africans were transplanted as slaves into colonies in Narth
znd South America and in the West Indies by Portugese, Spanish, Bnglish
Duteh, Danish, and other European merchantment, who trafflcked in the
Tlesh of Africa for over four centuries.

Ozt of thls forced transplantation of Negroes and their mixture with
Zrdians and whites in the New World evolved the Mestlzoes, Zambos, and
Mulattoes who make up much of the populations of the islands of the
Yest Indies, Mexico, and Central and South America, plus the 13,000,000
"vellows" or "browns", as they have been called, who constitute anover-
¥helmlhgsection of the United States population of Afriean origin,

n the Tnited States anyone with "African blood" in his veins, no matte:
cow'white" he is, is considered as a Negro. By this ecriterion there ar
52,000,000 Negroes in the New World. The population of the Unilted Stet.
of Brazll alone is over 30% Negro. The densely populated islands of Ja.
meica, Haiti, and Barbadoes are almost entirely Negro. Cuba and many
o7 the small islands, the Canal Zone, Colombia, Vensezuela, and Guatemal:
neve & high percentage of Negro pspulation. In fact, the Carribbsan
zrea 1s characterized as the "Black Belt of the Carribbean'. This same
Carrlbbean section of the world more than any other provided the marke*:
wnich made 1t possible for North American manufacturers to emerge as a
ciass and free the North American colonies from British rule. Later
this same manufacturing class challenged and defeabted the rule of the
a’ave masters of the South to establish what 18 today the dominant can-
*talism of the world. But United States capitalism, 1like European never
dealt squarely with the Negroid peoples. It always discriminated apgains
trem. Even where Negro slaves fought glorlously and freed themselves
and established thelr own government, as in Haltl, the United S*%tates
and most other capitalist governments, refused for many years even to
recognize them politically. Liberia, for example, was founded by Tfreed
Negroes sent to Africa by Unlted States capltalist philanthropists as
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part of thelr struggle agalnst the slave masters of the South in the
early part of the nineteenth century., Yebt Liberia was not recognized
by the United 3tates government until afiter the Civil War.,

In the struggle of the South American colonials agalnst their mother
country, Spaln, the United States lent 1little positive support, The
1ittle Republic of Haltl gave far more. Rather it should be said that
the U.S. capltalists prevented them from unitlng end consolidating as
natlons. Through its Monroe Doctrine and Pan American Unlon it has di-
vided them so as to dominate them more sasily. In a word, Unites States
cepltalism, llke European, has functioned to keep the Negroid peoples
on the lowest rungs of the soclsl ladder,

British, French, Portugese, Spanish, Italian, German, Belgian, and Dutech
capitalisms grabbed the continent of Africa in the nineteenth century
largely through loan-shark deals, Their explolitation of the Negro na-
tives, espeeially in the Congo and in what has become the Union of South
Africs, was terrific. From this exploitation they have wrung super prof-
its which, with the hélp of their lebor lieutenants at home, they bribed
the upper strata of the working class in Europe to support their imper-
lallst robbery. On the continent of Africa the European capltalist na-
tions did as they wished with the natives as long as they respectsd each
other's division of the spoils. There 1s no parallel to the MNonroe Doc-
trine for Africs, although France (37%) and Great Britain (247%) have
selzed the "lion's share',

¥ihen ecapitalism evolved into its imperialist stage, it redivided the
already divided world into debtor and ereditor states. It transformed
rulors of backward peoples into mere puppets of one imperlalist nation
or the other. TImperialist nations fomented and financed revolutionsa

to substlitute in place of puppets of other imperilalist nations their
own puppets. Consequently colonial revolutions were not emancipatory
wars but bloody intrigues. Leatin America has witnessed many such'rev-
olutlong’ in the last two decades. "Dollar diplomacy” and all other im-
perialist diplomacy has instituted "machine gun rule" and polson gas
attacks by marines,

Economle oppression has been equally tyrannical. Outmoded forms of en-
slavement such as seml ~serdom, limpressment, contract labor, the pass
system and sectual Slavery have been introduced in Asie, Africa, and

South America since capitalism has entered its imperilalist or decay stage,

Within caepltalist countries, Fascist forms are ad

things, Fascism feeds on race hatred and peraeoutzgg?ing.
has been aggravated by Italian fascism,
created in Hitlerlzed Germany.
racism are making headwey,

Among other

U . The Negro problem
A new "race" question has been
In the New World fascism and resctionary

The workers pay the price for followin '
g thelr class eollabo
bugegucrat leaders in the British, German, Belgium, Italianragiggi;t
%ge czézgilitites labgi oiganizations. Through thelr labor,misleadérs
STS are able to bribé the working class int
patriots of "white ecivilization! St Thes eing super-
L 1 . sO0r white chauvinists, 0T
Podaration-of Labor is g white chauvinist organlzation., EgdAgzr%ggg as
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the Congress of Industrial Organizations maintains its present class
collaborationist policies, it can not permanently beneflt either the
black or white workers., The South remains unorganlzed for the most
part, primarily because labor to this day has been led by the capitalis
system to draw the color line.

4 THE _NEGRO _AND THE LABOR MOVEMEMENT

-rhe Negro question goes to the very roots of capitalist culture., The

"white man's burden" is the racist interpretation of the colonial gues-
tion; "white superiority" is their explanation of the backward position
of the blacks in capitalist society; and "white assimilation" is their

theory to justify whites lording it over the colored races.

If the proletariat, the revolutionary class is modern socisty, does not
develop its own class 1deas and action to oppose those of capitalism,
1t prolongs the decay stage of the already wornout system. The con-
sequences to the exploited in that system become serious. Barbarism
and the wiping out of whole peoples may result. In the decay stage of
previous social systems the rulers destroyed entire peoples.

The proletariat has been retarded greatly by the unscientific »uecist
conception of the Negro gquestion imposed on 1t by caplitaliasm -~ 1 its
agents. The Soclalist parties of Europe and the United Ctates and the
Independent Labor Party of Great Britain never separated themselves from
the rotten culture of white chauvinism, Socialist prime minlisters such
as Vanderveldse of Belgium, MacDonald of England, and more recently Blum
of PFrance, headed 1mperialist governments that exploited Africa and oth-
er colonlies while lending labor'!s approval to lmperialist policles. Af-
ter*the Socialist parties left the destinlies of the colonial masses to
the tender '"protection” of the capitalists and their "thieves kitchen',
the League of Nations., We may judge the protection they received by
the frenzied warfare conducted by the Spanish and French capitalists a-
galnst the Riffians of Northern Africa, by the Italian capitalists a-
gainst the Ethiopians, and by the Japanese capltalists against the

Chinese, #the Great War

“nder the control of Stalinism, the Third Internationsl too has gons
back to white chauvinlsm. During the Italo-Ethioplan war the Stalinist
government alded the imperlalist designs of Mussolini by the sale of
Soviet o0il to Italyl Furthermore, the support the Third International
has given to the "democratic" imperialists - to France and England thr
the League of Nations, t0 the United States through support of the lon-
roe Doctrine, the "Good Neighbor" policy, and 1ts tryannical hold over
the Latin American peoples ~ has helped behead the struggles of the
Negro peoples for thelr emancipation from imperialist exploitation. The
Trotskyist "Fourth International'" has completely ignored the Negro ques-

tion.

5 HOW MARXISM SO LVES THE PROBLEM

ﬂﬁyazyay&tion of the Negro guestion lies In fundamental soclal change,
We 1ive 1n the era of Proletarlan Revolution. The first stage of this
era hes plready begun. The solution of the deep-going social gquestlons

-



The Negré Under Capitalism

of today (the industrial gquestion, the agrarian question, the colonial
guestion, the nstional guestion) are bound up with the problem of the
Negro, The eolonlials are the natural sllies of the proletariat, but
they wlll not andeannot be won over to the proletarian pevolution as
long as the proletariet identiflies 1tselfl with the capitalist explolt-
ers. of both. It must-develop its own revolutionary class program.

The first step in that program is for the semi-colonials of the West
Indies and Latin America, already falrly well advanced in nationalisyt
eulture, t¢ shske . off the yoke of American imperialism, thaet is, to de-
fend their right to self~-determination, Lenin said, "To defend this
right does in no.way mean' to encourage the formation of free states,
but on the econtrary it leads to a freer, more fearless and therefore
wider and more unlverseal formgtion of larger governments and unions of
- governments ~ a phenomenon more advantageous for *the masses and more

~ in accord with economic development.," United States capltalism has

- fostered Latin. American disunity. Latin America cannot develop further
along that line without further enslaving its peoples,  The proletariat
of the New World must sponsor the unification of Latin America through
the colleboration of West Indian and Latin . American peoplés in. the strug-
gle against the oppressor colossus. We must help the Puerto Ricans,
Cubeang, and Méxlcans to begin thinking and acting in larger than nat-
ional terms,, : e ' ' ‘ . -

6. PROGRAM__ FOR  THE . UNITED _ STATES

1.he national aspects of the:question are not fundamental or basic. The
Negro people 1s not a nation. To charscteriae the Negro as an oppressed
nationality 1s to play into the hands of reaction. The ereation of a
Negro soverelgnty in the "Black Belt" of the South'has been declared

the basis for the solution of the Negro.guestion by those who charact-
erize 1t as a nationeal ‘question., But there 1s no basls whatever in life
for the slogan of self-determination for the Negro peoples as a separate
- nation., They have no historically defined frontlers. . Not only are they
spread broadcast over the TUnited States but their distribution over dif-
ferent parts of the country is constantly shifting. Ecconodmie and pol-
itical factors produce great migratlons., For-example,; since the World
War, the trend has been from the country to the olty, from the South to
the North, although-the depression of 1929. brought about'a slight and
temporary reversal of this téndeney. Furthermore; there is mo deslre
among the Negroes for.self-determination,. and thils 'is of great import-
ance, And finally, the Negroes possess no language .of their own, no.
separate religion and institutions' which demarcate them a3 a distinot
nationality end | s having a separate natlonal. culture. - This false .con=
ceptior and the .slogan. of :Negro selfrdetermination deepsns thé gap.in
the United States between white and Négro workers, endangers the move=
ments of -ilberation from the American colossus (West Indies), and so

3 N

retards the development of the proletarian #évdoidtTonii:"
The Trnited Stated provides the setting for tneufullest‘ﬁbssibféfénd most
immeéiata inoorparabion.of'theJNpgrg-gEggt;QR,intc the program of, the
revolutionary proletariat.. The Tirsi steps-in this direction are:

(1) flssemination of the above sdientific analysls of the Negro ques~
tion to the working class as a wholej (2) a firm stand against every
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fgrm of white chauvinism in all working class organizatlons: (3) a vig-
tiant  struggle against white chauvinism wherever it manifests itsalf =
on the streets, in the theatres, hotels, work shops, passenger tralnsg,
busses, street cars, both in the north and in the south; (4} an intrans-
igeant fight for full socilal, economle, and political equallty for Ne-=
groes; (5) a consistent demand that Negroes be elevated to pcéitioﬂs of
leadershlp within all working class organizablons wherever they are gual
ified, and that policies be Inaugurated to develop sueh qualiflcatlons
of leadership; (8) special Negro education for work in the class struppl
and in all phases of Marxism; (7) at all times ecreate and develop solid-
arity between all workers, black and white, netive and fereign bhorn -re-
gardless of nationality, race, or prior condition of life; (R) help or-
lent the Ne%roes toward the eclass struggle, into both the elementary or ;-
anizatlions (unlons) and into the -Marxian party. )

The demand for full social, economiec, and political equality for Negroc
and Negrold peoples cannot be limited to the United States alone. It
must must be made a world-wide demsnd. The first steps toward this ob-
jective differ in different regions. They mre determined by the soelal
position of the Negroes or Negroid peoples in those regions. On the
whole they can be more immedlately reslized in the Unlfed Stetes than
in tpe lslands and countries south of the United States bioeause here
the egroes are more advanced technically, csconomically, industrially,
and politically. The islands and countries south of the United States

ere rnext in lmportance because thelr eultural and soclsl devolopment is

more advanced than that of colonial Afriea. The following program ia
therefore primerily designed for the United Sistos,

7__THE __ _ORGANIZATION _OF THE  SOUTH

1 + The Marxists in the United States must take up again the task of
the organization of the south. This task must proceed in the teeth of
tr.e laws, customs, and institutions of the southern caste system. The
essembly of Negro and white workers in the same meeting hall in the south
is forbldden by segregation law and custom. For Negroes to participate
a8 equals in meetings, with full right of voice and vote, ar as secret-
aries or chairmen of meetings 1ls a violation of southern chauvinist eth-
ez, To participate with them in social affelrs, to dine with them &t

a canquet, to play with them at games, or to dance with them at uniop
dances, are all violations of southern customs and laws., To select them
as Qelegates and send them with delegatlions %o be put up at hotels is

to tump directly into vile segregation customs and laws in the north as
wel: as in the south. This means first, then, that the organization af
the south cannot proceed an inch without fighting for the special Negro
demand: DOWN WITH SEGREGATION CUSTOMS AND LAWS !

2y, VWnere strikes are conducted in the south, especlally where the Neg: -

workers are part of the organization and struggle of the union, the fi: .t
retaliative measure the southern masters wlll make 1s to charge strikers

with "vagrancy" and to sentence them to the chein gang. This means that

the organizatlon of the south cannot proceed effectively without fighting
for the demand: DOWN WITH THE CHAIN GANG SYSTEM OF PERSECUTION.

3, 1In such an organizational drive involving strike stru%gles of which
the Negro is part the lynching maehinery of the southern Bourbons will

=1~
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e brought into play. It is directed primarily against the Negro and
white organizers of the movement., Unless these men are adequately pro-
tected the movement will be crushed. This means that the organization
of the south, to be successful, must take up the speclal task of org-
enlzing AKMED DEFENSE AGATINST LYNCHING.

4, The organization of the south is unthinkable without a class strug-

gle policy. This includes the defense of all class war prilsoners, Negrc
end white, The special Negro demand for NEGRO JURYMEN goes hand in heand
with the general working class slogan: DOWN WITH CAPITALIST JUSTICE.

5, The organization of the south demands THE RIGHT OF THE DISFRANCHISED
NEGROES TO VOTE, THE RIGHT OF MNEGRCES TO JOIN UNIONS WITH WHITES and THE
RIGHT TO ORGANIZE INTO A REVOLUTIONARY WORKING CLASS PARTY,

6, Though the organization of the south should go on primarily in the

industrial centers, the agrisultural workers, Negro and white, will be-
come part of the movement. The organization of tenant, share-cropping

and other farmers, however,auxlliery to the main problem, will involve

fighting for apecial Negro demands.

7, BSegregatlon of the Negro extends throughout the whole United States,
north and south. There are Negro ghettoes in practically every Americ'n
clity. Here also, special Negro demands must be advanced in the tecth

of the biltter opposition of the reactionary terrorlst organizatlons of
capitalism, the Ku Klux Klan, the Black Legionand others.

The executlion of the above program of speclal Negro demands in conjunct-
lon with the general revolutionary program of the proletariat will lay
the basis for unity in action of the black and white worker in their com-
mon struggle agalnst the capitalist system, for a workers government and
a new soclety, Without this unity the proletarian revolutlon in the U-
nited States cannot succeed. With it it is invinciblel .

Down wlth segregation customs and lawsi

Down with the chain gang system of persecution}

Armed defense agalinst lynching!

Defend all class war prisonersl

Down with capitalist class justicel

Enfrenchise the Negro! Demand that he sit on Jurilesl|

Enforce the right of the Negro to Join and orgenize unionsi

Demand the right of the Negro to organize into a revolutionary working
' c¢lass party!

Full soeial, economie, and politlcal equality for Negroes and Negrold

peoplest
ORGANIZE THE SOUTH}
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