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. Ailthough “the Spaiish Civil Wor: has not 'ystiten
Bl of Catélohia ahd the various “peace” negofiations ot
rawing the, conflict to a close. “But for the working class this

nly opens up @ new stage and a different form of terror by
he’ exploiters. | | S -

E'\i’ The conflict started: on;the *basis of the internal decay of

- gpanish economy, with the ‘bourgeoisie seeing the need of
e strongest measures to suppress the ‘developing social rev-
lation of the working class and peasants — a war of clas ;"‘s

t the imperialist powers intervened for their own interests’ at

46, very beginnihg. . Gradually, the betrayals. by the “labor
saders” and imperialist pressure elevated. to the foreground
& imperialist conflict, while, with the aid of Peoples Front-
sm, the class war of the workers was derailed into support
fthe “democratic”’ bourgeoisie and relegated to the back-
tound. It remained, nevertheless the underlying and deter-
ithg facter in the Civil War.

¥ On February 16, 1936, the Peoples Front coalition won an
lectoral victory — the majority. of the Cortes (Parliament).
he parliamentary gain was hailed by the reformists as a vic-

:ry of the workers and a rout of the Fascists. Actually, how-

yer, it was a victory of the "democratic’’ capitalists OVER

10 workers. The Peoples Front lulled the masses to sleep,

ttitle the Fascists openly prepared their attack.

“THE JULY UPRISING AGAINST THE PROLETARIAN
- - REVOLUTION. |

By July 19th the Fascists were ready to begin their offensive.

'wis an offensive against the THREATENING PROLETARIAN
EVOLUTION. "It was an attempt by the capitalists, through

S s :

Fascist movement to save Spanish Society from a Workers

oviet) Government. It was on attempt of the Fascists to do
Bt what had been done in Italy and Germany. The Fascists,
jlike the “leaders” of the working class, realized that bour-
ois democrqey had outlived its usefulness, and could not any
iger hold the workers in check. - The revolutionists, on the
yer hand, understood that if society was to move forward
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~ own 4rule', and spread' the struggle to France and the rest
Europe.

The workers fought back Against the orders and wishi
of the Peoples Front they armed themselves. Taking the m
of struggle away from the helpless “democratic” capitcxl
the workers put up a heroic resistance against the Fascists !
organized a counter-attack. Without this independent wor
ing class resistance the Fascists would have defeated the Peg .
les Front in a few weeks. The revolution had broken loos '
It could not be stopped. The workers took over the indust G

and the proletarion army — the various militias — grew §
numbers and energy. The “democratic” bourgeoisie had '
change the government. By August lst a new Governmae Y
of the Generality was placed in power. By September. 4th .
Peoples Front called in Caballero’s Stalinist-Socialist Goverf
ment. But to no avail. The Wworkers had already moved f
the left of these reformists, as they did in Russia in July 19}

"V

DEVELOPING DUAL POWER AND THE WORKERS J[
OFFENSIVE. §

On the basis of control of industry and lond the worke,
and peasants established Soldiers Committees at the front.
the rear Anti-Fascist Committees (Soviets) were establisheq
especially in Catalonia; and instead of the police, Workei
Patrols were keeping order. It was the first stage of dual poy
er, of an embryo Workers State arising beside the bomkrug
capitalist state, and beginning to take over the mcmcrgem‘

of society and the war, against capitalism and its open
tatorshlp, Fascism.

In this period, the first three months after the July uprisin‘
the working class could and should have taken power and d
troyed the remnants of the Capitalist State. But the “leaders
of the masses intead put forth the idea of first winning the wx ~'
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st government and liquidating their ‘own forces, -thus en-
: the ‘exploiters gradually to regain their former power.

IMPERIALIST OFFENSIVE AND THE LIQUIDATION OF
DUAL POWER.

i he imperialists in Europe became alarmed by the workers
peasants victories not only against the Fascist capitalists, -
jplso against the ""democratic’’ capitalists. The Anglo-French
",hsts and the “democratic” capitalists feared a Fascist
;y, but they FEARED A PROLETARIAN VICTORY A
,USAND TIMES MORE. So while continuing to fight for

n imperialist ends, they at the same time united against

kers and peasants Ant1—Fasc1st Committees. To des-

e growing workers power the democrcmc capitalists .

give concessions to the Fascists. |

t the front the Fascists shot down the workers, and in ths

k. the “democratic’’ capitalists and their Stalinist and Socialist
: ’té step by step destroyed the workers power. First they
ksed shipments of war materials unless the Anti-Fascist Com-
s, independent organs of the workers, were liquid-
For this job Stalinism was the willing tool of - Anglo-
pnch imperialism. The Stalinist traitors demanded from the
ples Front the liquidation of dual power before arms would

y sent. Only AFTER this was accomplished was Russian aid
yen.

b To hold the workers in check the "democratic” capitalists
d l'ed into the Peoples Front Government the Anarchist and
DUM leaders as their "left” aid. With the Stalinist - Socialist-
narchist - POUM leaders in the capitalist government the slow
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fusion the Stalinist-S , sh
italist army. Instéad of taking over the Peoples Front ar
and putting it under the control of the Workers Milifte, the
dependent Workers Militias were given up and incoi-‘;ﬁo
into the bourgeois army, under bourgeois generals and

" trol. The Xxuidation of embryo dual power and the en
the leaders into the government was dn unforgivable cr '
and betrayal of the working class. .

IMPERIALIST S_TALEMATE AND CAPITALIST
CONSOLIDATION.

While in Spain the Peoples Front and its labor agents
strangling the revolution, Anglo-French imperialism was: alg
busy internationally. The first steps toward the non-interve

tion committee were taken. The strategy and purpose of t

Non-Intervention Committee was to see that no aid reachl
the proletarion revollition; to s€® that just enough o
reached the Loyalists to create a stalemate and prolong thy
struggle, thus bleeding the masses white and exhausting thej
energies; and to cost Germany and Italy as much as possibld
so at the end the British Pound could scoop up the victory ovd
- all. | .

The imperialist powers were united against the proletaria
revolution but were unable to carty out their crime withod
suitable agents. In the past it was the leaders of the Secorif
International. But now they. used Stalinism and its control. g
the Soviet Union to perform this counter-revolutionary task, abl
assisted by the Socialist traitors, with the POUM and Anarch

leaders forced by their false policies to go along.

With the State and army back in safe hands, the attacy
upon the workers and peasants in the factories and the fieldy
was carried on night and day, while the Fascists shot dow!
the revolutionists in the front. Terror, armed clashes with rey
olutionary forces, mass arrests, persecution and murder behing
the lines reflected the day to day conflict and class struggll
of the “democratic” copitalists against the workers positio )
and interests — even though at the same time the workers bor
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Vnt of the struggle at the front against Fascism.
With the liquidation of dual power FASCISM TOOK THE

t in command could not successfully fight and defeat Fas-
. They gave up city dafter city with little or no struggle

b e ground and capitulate to Fascism. Only the working class,
frileashing social forces that will rally the rest of the oppressed

the struggle, can defeat. Fascism by defeating all sections

THE MAY UPRISING
The Anglo-French imperialists ‘and their Peoples Front a-

‘ascists were gaining at the front. These clashes and the at-
‘tempt to take away the gains of the workers too fast resulted
in sporadic armed clashes all over Loyalist Spain between the
WOrkers and exploiters’ representatives until a culmination was
réached in the May 1937 uprising in Barcelona and Catalonia.

Again, as in July 1936 the conditions were favorable for the

A orkers seizure of power, but again the leaders betrayed, again
‘ ere was NO REVOLUTIONARY MARXIAN PARTY. In this
wh‘uggle the Stalinists openly went over to the exploiters side
r@f the barricades AGAINST THE WORKING CLASS OF BAR-

CELONA.

Iu.r .

Lo 8

Without a Revolutionary Party there can be no successful

fevolution. Thus were the workers betrayed and strangled on

liWo fronts, murdered by the Fascists at the front where they
*Were short of war needs, while behind the Loyalist lines there
Was plenty in the hands of the exploiters’ representatlves to
erep the workers down and to smash their dual power.

% THE PARTIES OF THE WORKING CLASS.

F The Stalinist and Socialist parties were the outstanding
parties of defeat. In essence there was no difference betweéen
the Prieto right wing and Caballero left wing of the Socialst
PCIrty The guns and the treachery from the Stalinist regime
in the Soviet Union and the Spanish Stalinists played a mdjor
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NSIVE and step by step made rapid gains. The Pecples.

; .’{{C"Tder to protect private property. Peoples Frontism can only

bénts were gaining against the workers in the rear, while the -



then were klcked out.

The POUM, “Workers Parfy of Marxian Unification,”” q
ed a similar role. These centrists paraded under the ﬂc:gv

Ay

Marxism. For them the “workers government” was Company |
Generality. They helped liquidate dual power. They en
the capitalist state. They forgot to smash the state. They t
behind the Anarchist leaders, not behind the Anarchist wo

A similar tragic role was played by the Trotskyites.
before the revolution they had a large force in Spain and {§
ternationally. But Trotsky decided to liquidate his groups ing
the parties of the Second International. When the Civil W4
~ broke out they had no organization in Spain and no effectiy
force in France or internationally. They were all hogtied’tf
the Socialist Parties. Their international “Geneva” confereri) )
meeting as the struggle began, in true sectarian fashion g
no directives and ignored the struggle. Later a number of /
itant elements from European countries entered Spain, but th
were doomed to failure by their centrist line. Three times
tried to enter the POUM, instead of carrying on independeg -
work to build a revolutionary force and conducting fractid
work. Most of them were decimated by the Civil War. TH
United States Trotskyites played the most treacherous r
As part of the Socialist Party they helped the North Ameri
Committee, whicrh simnnrted thae Penples Front. They cdal
the POUM Marxist. They sent recrults to the Stalinist-contro
- International Brigade. Later, when the Socialists kicked th
out they covered their support of the Peoples Front by calling

‘or material aid (which is a form of political aid) and politicd

‘ticism of the Peoples Front. Even after May 1937 the Troti

'tes called for a ieit’ Peoples rront government — a
Anarchist government!
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| /LESSONS OF THE STHUGGLE.
Bourgeois ‘Democracy cannot defeat fascism. The Peoples
it and the Labor Party are instruments to stibordinate the
kkers to the “‘democratic” capitalists. The support d‘f
Mrgeois Democracy paves the way for Fascism. Only in-
endent working class action can defeat Fascism. Without

: ""kers contro! of production, without Soviets, without a Rev-
tutionary Marxian Party the decisive defeat of Fascism is
jot possible. | .

s: When the class war reaches the stage of open armed con-
lict against Fascism it is correct in our line of march towards
be Dictatorship of the Proletariat to use a two-fold strategy of
Barching separately (from the “democratic” capitalists) and
iriking together with them against the Fascists. But this must
it ‘all times be carried out within the framework of INDEPEN-
ENT working class action. It is the opposite of subordinating
he working class forces to the bourgeoisie, or what amounts
b the same, giving material aid (with or without political crit-
kism) to the bourgeocisie. It is a policy of no support to the

" The working class to achieve power must SMASH THE
ITALIST STATE. It is not enough to start towards workers
power, anti-Fascist committees, etc. They: rnust be developed
pind matured, and REPLACE the smashed capitalist state.

i The workers must establish the Dictatorship of the Prolet-
This mecns DEMOCRACY FOR THE WORKERS, and a

thert a Party is the dictatorship. The Dictatorship of the Prolet-
priat is carried out through the democratically elected Soviets,
under the ideological leadership of the Revolutionary Marxian
Party. Above all the workers in every factory, mine and mill

The developments in Spain, just as in Russia in 1917, cdll-
ed for a SOCIAL REVOLUTION. This is what Lenin's April
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thesis pointed out. It is the road the Bolsheviks marched; ‘|
should have been the road for Spain. Those who pointédE
o different road: support of bourgeois democracy, for ar g
raricn revolution (which can only be a PHASE in the revolutig
made defeat inevitable. : © A
Without a revolutionary. Marxian Party, a Communist Py
ty, there can be no successful revolution. A Party, a pré‘&;r“f‘;
a leadership is essential. The masses in Spain showed oh k.
numerable occasions that they were ready to seize powet, §
the world workers have many times since 1917 — but ‘thé
reformist and centrist leaders again and again betrayed thel
Only a Marxion Party can guide this revolutionary acticfid
cuccess. THIS IS THE OUTSTANDING LESSON OF THE SPA{
ISH REVOLUTION. :
More lessons can and will be drawn. We have drawn on
a few importont ones. - | g
For the Spanish workers there can be no ceasing of; f’
conflict with Fascism or with the Peoples Front that pavesd 4
way for Fascism. Unconditional surrender, Negrin's "fight§
the finish,” or an “armistice” — all mean blood-baths for
workers. They must try to save what they com out of the ¢
feat, reorganize their forces, build their illegal orgamizatiof
build a new Communist Party. The working class internc "'
ally must help the Spanish refugees, find new homes for thol
who escaped from Spain, and help those inside who escd
_ the firing squads rebuild their forces to fight Fascism. Y
~ The workers in America must prepare now againsf‘}‘"
Fuscist menace. Oracnize Workers Defense Corps. Drive,
Fascists out of the workers areas. Smash Fascism. FIGE

FASCISM BY FIGHTING CAPITALISM. ]
FOR A NEW COMMUNIST (4th) INTERNATIONAL!
JOIN THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE! .
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