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"TLe victory of tho Spanish Wcerkars can cnly nean
the esteabl ishrent ¢f a Scviet Spain. This will alter
tho Whd e internaticnel situaticn, turning the tide a-
gainst fascisr. thrucut the wcrld, This victcery will ba
extended t¢ other ccuntries. It Will give the Workers
of France tho nseded inpul 30 t¢ srash the Pecple's
Frent straight-jacket, defeat reaction and cverthrow
capitalist. It Will accelerate the devel cprents in the
North Arerican leber roverent intc 1eft channels and
enabl e the Merxists tc gain points cf agvantage a-~
gainst the reforrist scciglists and their Trcetskyite
frings, the Stalinigts and their Lcvestoneite canp-
fodllovers and the reforrist labor and farmer-laber
fakers, It Will give rconeved onergies tc the prcleta~
rian fcrces in the Soviet Unicn against Stalinisr and
its degenaeraticn in the directicn c¢f capitalisk, It
Will lay the nmaterial fcundaticns for the establ ishs
r.ent of the Ccrrunist Fourth Internaticneal ,"

#%%fror. THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, Septerxber 1936
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For two Wgoeks in August tho oyes of tha World shifted
as 8ixtosn priscners faced a Russian Militory Tribunel an
than forty-sight houre later, met doath at ths hands of a
squade The prominence of soms of tho dsicndants; the,crime
which they Wzrc charged; thoe fact that Leon Troteky Was accu
comnl icity; and tha menncr in Which the trial was conducted
S3N7T SN cxeu‘* ed, arcused the widest intersst, not only of
lutionary workers, but of broad layors of the Working-c:lass as
Wholos, and th> "public" generally,
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To the Hen rt mindsd, the incident served moraly $o confirm ar
opinion of long ‘standing: either that the Russiane ar= by naturs a
couspirative, blood-tLirsty lot (which oxplains Why "2 ravol utic
izt tako place in BRussia but nover in the United States"); or that
the reds oo a loatheeors, unraliegble creWw Who, When no priests remain
to e slaughtered and no nuns remain to be violated, Twrn, in sheer
desperaticn, to butchering each other,

X

To the uncritical reader of the "Daily Worker" znd the boss press
the incident served to orove a thousandth time ‘that the Trotskyites,
"va: glard of the international counter-—r« : pOLUT g isie” Y-
filcs of the DAILY Vor 1"'_ s 8L T! :

a "'t-ﬂ e"):lﬁrﬂ@ bor_,,,.,_‘.,' 5 and "—‘JI,‘-:.' hav
Latod", *annihilatedt, "buried® a
Ot tha {_’;“I~“;El‘.f’ hﬂ-i SUT; -; ,7.'1.\3“""'- CLe;‘
Spiring Wwith Hitl e» Seo“ascassinal

N7 -“":5:; fhomas; . ’4“‘“ of the Soclalist Party, Writing in the
al et Call ', theee 18 no question of the guilt of Xamenev &nd
t,r::uh he "rescrves judgment as to the complicity of Trol~
sxy”. For the I'rotskyltes, those tired revolutionists Who have crawl -
3d into the Sccm.u gt Party, the crse resclved itsdlf into an atteupt

of Stalin to framo-up their "wcloved 1eader,"

A MONSTROUS FRAME-UP
In the face of th: legitimate hostility With Which the advane

Worksrs vigw those Whom they considor guilty of such crimes ageinst

the Working clags; 4n face of the thoatricals Which accompaniad tha
"trial", in face of the ‘ccnfagsions™ and death of the accusad; after
maturs consideration and conscicus of owr responsibility bafors 't':a
ciass; We unhesitatingly denomce the Whole affair as a monstro
Trame-up, We have anal ysed the "trial", we know the accusers ar 1 the
rccused, the riethod and the motive.

When men are brought to trial, one seeks to learn something of
their past, not because the past is in itself decigive, but because
a man's past is a good neagsure of the man,

By his own tastmony and from evidance suppl ied y others, Ulberg
a vaidg acent of the Btalinist bweau h %1 Lc r 8t 69
2 i3 fu U6,
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.~ Y® ars concernsd with h 'incipals: 7inoviev, Kamepev
and Srirnov---Whe & SLOT-=E y. All three principals Wers
oelibers ©f fo Salshovik Pardy from its inception, [heirs are Ihe
recor 4 or OlLd 3<>.L<.~r.'3\.71ks, not of allies of Eitler, of advocates of
sfgescoinevicl and individual terroar, These men served the reval ution

;c‘;::;:'de slxeviE_ Party for decadss in struggls, prison, sxile and in
Civil War, +hey Were the collaborators of Lenin, co-lsaders With
of the proletarian dictatorship and the Comrunisgt International,
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2i:d When the prol etarian dictatorship degenerated under Stalin's re-
w8, tLey fought for a time to restore it to Lenin's path,
X They wmade mistakes, At times they fought Lenin and his ideas.

-0.did not? Lenin Was often alone at first, until he convinced his =
nu:a.oorators and folioWers, Not theh east of their mistakes Was
voolr capitulation to Stalin in 1928, after they had fought him With
-“otsxy under the banner of the old Left Oprosition. Despite our
“arp political gifferences With Zinoviev aad the others, despite -
oir desortion of the banner of the Left Oppositicn, We cannot be
-ind vo the fact that their Whole 1ife argues against their advocay
individual terror and assassinasion.

P - Spec_ifically tho defendents Were charged With the orzanizatio,
urdex the ] cadsrship of Trotsky, of secret terrorist groups, of mei--

toining relotions With the Gestapo (Hitler's GPU), and of plotting
2 assassinction of Btelin and other Scviet 12adars. But 13 all
;G‘ 8 Was supposed ¥¢ be going on, Kamencv and Zinoviev W i der
200X and X9y &8s the "murds TTW &l av._.and é
] C CC S € JOOlE a& To D3 .-'3-
3 ish-retet sLiapo and plot 3sinas=
thcse Who have 1 r strikes of i onad
Leninisgts nrotesting ry confinerent; %o who
10- sl oW sorture of T Ciligies; thc charg n ob-

THE "CONFESSIONS"

‘ But wiat of the "confessions"? If the accused did not cormit
o cring, could not nave committed the crime, Why did they "confess"p

Viat metivated thiese unfortunate men to make such incradible
spuctacl cs of thomgel ves in the courtroom; Why they vied with ono an-
9%Lor in reviling themsclves, in damning themselves to death Wo shall
n.over 1earn from them, Thay 2r:s dead., We can only spceculate,

W «

1t has bean suzgzostsd that thoy sought to overdo thair "confes-
sions", to r=ke them manifestly incredible in order, in this Way, to
31 -the Worl @ they were o i . Perhaps they sought to buy thiir
1ivas, These things ars
But ons thing is certain. They Were terrorized into "confos;-
ins", Of that there can bas not the slightsst doubt by anyone Who fias

w0t substituted uncritical support of Stalinism for reason, not o
coak or ong.of its finest products, Marxism. Perhaps even physigal

Bhriurs vas ueod, That shoul d surprisa no one, Let : - S

Wworkcr Hendrickson Was beaton to death,  Tar a l1igia have
SaTanl lshed the fact that torturs against Worker-oppo ns 438
wWidely used,

2
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3 Ono fact Which emorged from tho trizl it3el f 1ends o 2dsnce 30
S0 3dea., Bmirnov tried to save something fror the Wrackass of his

-1io4  H3 doniud tho complicity of Trotsk?. That onc incidert provee
‘ual ) the "confossiong" Wwore forcod on the confossors, Smirnov!s 1if-
13 ﬁicepuion gives the 1io to tho Wholc Stalinist frame-up.

s indicates

J_ Ono othor incident,that ths "confossions" Were spurious. 0nd
cf tho charges, ropertaed by the pross, claimed that an objactive of
the nlot “as thne organization of a scparatist movement in tha Ukraine
i connsction With the Gestapo With the aim cof uniting that territory

With Germany. Nothing Wwas said sbout this by the prosacution and the
confassors, e

. Such a coincidence in things confessed and unconfessod points
t? onaly ong cenclusicn: the "ecenfessim g" Were framsd by the prosscu~
¥icn, angd fcrced cn the confaessors.

e

NO EVIDENCE ZGAINST TROTSKY

.., Ibo testiucny against Tretsky ccnsists sclely of these "core
tossicne", Tretsky's ILeng recerd in the nevemsnt, his brilliant a-
chisvemonts, ail procluds the pcssibility cf hia Teserting to assas-
sinaticn as a mothcd of peclitical struggl o, Boeycend belisf is the

tho charge that ho is & tcel cf Hitler, cr ccnepiring with him tc do-
ﬁach the Ukraine frem the Scvict Unicn and attach it t¢ Gerrany, Ther
1s nc pclitical lcgic in this charge, o

R

Eigrt years agc Trectsky prodictsd that Stslin's 1ins would
l3ad the partics cf the Corrunist IDtorn=tderal to scel patrioctisn,
% supncery naticesl dofense in capitalist ccuntries. This char hac
boon provad te the hilt, Trotsky based himgelf cn ths pclitid
lcgic ¢ Svelin's peositicn and on exparience

cppcriunist

Nc such analysis can De npde cf Trctsky!s 1ins. True it i=
that Trctsky's pclitical line is!teday. He advances the sl cgan of
the peurth Internaticnsl end dissclves the grcups of his folldWers
intc she Socend Intsrnaticnal, Hig fellcwers betray Marxism, make
principl ed ccncessicns tc Stalinism and tho Sccialists, But Trotskyh
1ins is nct anti-wcrking class, nct prc-capitelist,

Bosidos thers is nc ovidonce against Tretsky. Lot us examine
the tostimony cf the stcol-pigecn, Olberg.

1, " Clberg:'Sedev spcke tc e sbecut wy trip aftor
Trotsky's appsal ageinst nis deprivaticn cf USSR
oitizenship., In this appesl, Trctsky develcped the -
idea of the neceesity &f killing Stalin, The idea Was
expressed in"tne fecilcwing werds: “slALIN MUST BE RE-
MOVED. " (DATLY WORKER, ©/11/36, cwr erphasis?

"Stalin rust bo romeved® ¢quels "Stalin must be killed'.
Eroc, Trctsky is & terrcrist, This is the "prccf". Very sinple, bul
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gad 2l though the 2talinists have adrittod its exlstonce. The Ytext
nas beon publi

shod many tincs, I "J

Thoras is anothar and morc impertant pclitical meaning %3 this
n*rase. Tho Stal inisét Bureaucrzey is 1iko the ¢ld man of tha 2a
ith it less wound arcund tho =&
It is dra 1*1g tha dictatcrshi
Stal in oans tc get rid cF th

hlp cn the path narked cut by L

5 ¢f the prclctarian dictatcru:hw,
a:k tcward capitalism, Teo T 3ucvs
gaucroacy and rastcre the dictator-

e -a @

—

rpt ish this task: revcluticrary %

Thore is cnl" cno wWay $c a&ectn
acticn By ths We¢rkars in tha ¥astarn Eurcpsan countries Which will /
gnccurago $hy Russian werkcrs ard onabl 2 ther te build a nev Ccrmun- :
Aev Pa¥ly Wnich will reoplace & rosent 'pclicies < f tha burisaucracy— #
end tha bursauc acy-«ith t pclicy and 1leadership. Trctsky
bas abandonsd ths propaz . naW Ccnxunist Party in the Scviss
Pnicn in"the Tast twe yaars du 1at phrass is neno tho loss, a rofes
ency tc thess idoas,

A1 this is the vory copcsits cf assassinaticn as a wothed cf
peiitical struggal o. ‘

8¢ "Olberg furthor tostifiasd that tc cbteain a pgss; .
port he usgd the sorvices. cggﬁxlodnan a Borlin Trctsky-
ﬂwmltyyﬂ*hfdﬁasfét tho §inc tizs on agert cf ths Gornan

polica." _(D.W. 9/11/35},

PEGCEY  Nc pregil Tha'“ccnfossicn“ is the prcct,
3 "Uyer{inskys. W,a.s the cenanscticn botwaeen the Gorman
Tretskyite and $hd Gormen-pciice a systort 4

"OLber g: Yas, it was a'systan.

""v~r1qsky- HeWw dc you KneW this Was raintainod
ith Tretskyls cecngeont?

"Olberg: - Ons c¢f the lince cf this ocnnocticn Was
Ly c¢n, My ccnnoctim Was crganizod With Trotsky's
censent.,

"Vyshinsky*_ Ycur perscnal ocnnacticn With When?
"Olberg: With tha. Fascist Secrat pclice" (D.W, 9/11/36}"

The purpcse cf tha "ccnfossicn" is dlsar. A stecl-pigecn Whe
rctsky "prevos" that a YTt dskyite™ in Berlin is an agoand
¢ Gustepo and what he, tho nurdered ccnfsssor, Was tha Yecnnoc-
2¢ pichire is ready fer fracing., It is surmarized by
r Vysnvnsky

4, "Hencc it can bo said; Ycu, Vel entin Qlberg,
bsing ccnneched With Trctsky, thrcuzh his scn, Sadov,
s sent tc GherUSCR.thrcughv@agov, by the diract
37 TE My sy With tho ccngent and as an agonu ¢ £
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5, "Olberg: ~I received a letter from her (&l omcWitsz,
a Moscow Trotskyite) +to the effect that 'our old
friend' insisted that the work for the.degree be com-
pleted by Ma~ Pirst,

"V.: !The Work for the degree! - What Was that?
"O.¢+ That Was the assassination of Stalin,
"Vi:' «And who is the 'old friend'?
"O,:+ The 'old friend’ is Troteky." (D.F, 9/11/36 )
The prostitute Stelinist press drew appropriate conclusioms,
"THE MAD DOGS MUST BE SHOT TO A MAN", shreiks PRAVDZ and the DAILY
WORKER ( 9/9/36), "Trotsky cuzht to shere the dock With Zinoviev

and Kamenev. Death and annihilation are oo good for him." -
PRAVDA, August 19, 1936,

A VICIOUS AMALGAM

A sober enalysis cf the trisl will show:

1. There has been adduced no shred of evidence { other
than the utterly Worthl ess "corifessierna™)l inking $the
accusged Wwith Hitler, . : ;- :
2, Thers has rnot besn adduced one sired of evidenco -’\’v’{i’:if.
the sams exception) linking Trotzky.tec the accused, ;
4. Theres has not besti™adduced one shred of
tho same oxcoption) linking Trotsky tc Hit
If that evidence eoxists it cen b3 unsarthsd by an investiga-
iion, The World lebor meverant will net trust an investigation con-
fact2d by the Stal inists., It Would have to be ccnducted by a body
Faon from the Wwerking class movemont and its sympathizors in many
countrios, - Its personncl Wcul d have tc be carefully salected. No
iount, forces hestile tc tho Soviet Unicn weul d attempt tc uso it
to discredit tho prclstarisn dictatcrship, That cannot b2 hilped.
Th: Stalinists have mads it nceceasary tc run that risk. But the
05t vigilance cn the pert c¢f the Marxists Wcul d be ascessary to
svent the opportunists of a1l shades frem cbhscuring thoe truth,
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If the Stalinist bureaucracy had a case, it Weul d wol coms
such an inferneticnel cormissicn, Whan ths gecial -Ravel utionaries
waole chargod With attompting the assassinaticn cf Lenin in 1932,
the Bclsheviks did nct aceedc tc the request cf ths Sscend Interna-
ticnal fcr an internati:cnel jury cn the grcund that this impugped
the indtituticns cf the Scviet Unicn, But they pormitted tho Werld
e11i3s cf the SR's tc ccro tc Russiz, and ccnduct the defensse., Aftor -
the Belsheviks proved their cass, Trctsky led 2 dclegaticn frem the
Russiar Conizunist Perty which requosted the curnmutaticn of tao
dcath eontance., The dal ogaticn argyed that the leadsrs cf T
Scccnd IR¥ernaticnel had sc cenfused the Ewrcpean Werkers undor .
thoir infl uonce that the Soviet Unicn Weul d gain prestige in thair
oyos if tho st ntonce were ccmruted, after the charges had bson
prevod, Tho sentonces Were cennuted.
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But the Stalinist burcaucracy cannct allcoWw gvon an investigating
ccrmissicn. It renlied tc such a roquest by the 1lsadership cf the
8ccond Internaticnal and the Intornaticnal Federaticn cf Trade Uniong
which, to be sure, are nct amcng tho friands c¢f the prclotarian dle-
tator chip, that this ccnstitutod an * cutragecus attompt tc intorfam
with tho crdorly prccess ¢f Scviet justice”. Prcl etarian justicso
nosds bottor advceates than tho traiters c¢f tho Seccnd Internaticnal,
and bettaor defondors than the traiters cf the Stalinist bureaucracy,

What tho Stalinists did by the "confossicns" cf Zinovisv and
Kalonov Was to 1Lako an amalgar, Thoy lurped in cne pct the stocl~
pigoon, Olberg; the Stalinists, Zinoviev, Kansnev, Stirnov,and cthaor g
and Trotsky.

Thig is nct the first tire ths bursaucracy has resocrted tc tho
acal gan frere-up rethed. We will shew that it 1s a nocessary Waapen
by which it attonpts te extricoto itself frew ecntradicticns which
~riso out of its false pclicy. per lack cfspaceo W3 will discuss tWo.

THE WRANGEL OFFICER AND THE LEFT OFFOSITION

In Septerbor, 1937, at the height cf ths facticnal struggle in
tho Ccornunist Party ¢f the Scviot Unicn, the 4PU anncuncad that a
sorior cfficer in Wrangel's arry had bosn appr cachod by a Loft Oppesiy
tirnist { Trotskyist ) abcut a mimoograph, and by scLecnd dlac abouta
pilitary ccnspiracy against the governnont,

S
~

The Left Opposition irmediatel y demanded the officer's name
and informwation as to Wiether or not he had been arrested., It demand-
conmsctions nad been Tound to exist betWeen it and
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After considerable delay the GPU replied that the of ficer had
nov been arrested, that he Was really a GPU agent, thatpo connections
10d beon: established between the Left Opposition and tHe conspiracy,
)ut that this metter was still under investigation.

1t was further charged that the Cppositicn Vas attempting to
drow military "putchists into the internsl affair of the Communist
Parsy of the SU o overthroé the prol eterien dictascrship". mhe
nuge, mier und printing plant of the Opposition turnod out to be—
$he mimer o2 "congpiracy" turned out to be —- the progrom of |
the Lels iticn. The Wrangel officer —- a CPU agent.

(o IS gt om
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Why did the Stelin faction attenpt to frame the Loft Opposition!
During she yeors 1924-28, the Stalin faction Was pursuing 2 paticy of
ancouraging the Kulak to cnrich nimsclf, of a very sloW rate of in-
dustrigl dsvel opment, The Loft Opposition domended planned indugtri-
al ization and cdloctivization. Tho Stalin faction Was conconbiating
in Russia on the line of building "socialism in ons country", and ro-
gtraining the Workers in Europe from revolutionary action out of foar
of convil sions which Would interfore with thoir peaceful construction

in Russia, The Loft Opposition demanded a policy of buil ding p Rus=
5 on the line of compl eting tho procass of world ravalutior with
ths aid of vevelutions in tho dominent capitelist ccuntriss, in other 7'
words, the porransnt rovolution, . 3
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| The policy of tho Stal factim rosuitod in tha ponetra-
tion of the Soviets and the Conrun st Porty by kil aks and anti-work-

ing elass forces Which donandod ﬂctm egainst ths rising 1*1f1u3nc*
of tho Oppositicn Which roprosentad tha intorosts of tho poloteriat.

Tho Stalin faction cerriod out tho :ra:::-.‘p and th> 2xpul sion of ‘ah:,-
Loft in tho intorest of tho Right.
THE KIROV ASSASSINZTION

In the ¢ cf th: assassination cf Kirev, Ficcl aiov, tho
uuwrdoror, wWas 1oz %C bo in contect With an L:L..I_"i foreign con-
sul, "Ho ( tho consl/ tcld we that ho can sstsblish eccntact With
I‘rotsky if I gavo hinm 2 letter to Tretsky fron tha Greup®. Au-io
gvatcnont Was nct rado till the 20th day aftor Nicclaizvls arr

Of course, it teck tho GPU fully 20 days tc¢ porsuade NiCClal‘V
Laorbor!

t s
¢

0=

There was NO EVIDENCE, NO PROOF, Tho fcroign censul wWas
nct nanod "fer dipl oratic roeacns'“ ne lottar to or fren Tretsky f-'as
prcducad; nothing exceptv a shert st Wbonent by a ran inrediately o
°cu‘cad.. This rethcd of dostr ¢ying the evidence in the fcrm cof thu

witneseos thonsdlves is very handy indood! Ne¢ reora GPU "Wrargsl cf-

ficors™ toc 1ot tho ocet cut cf tho bag! Xill ths stccls al cng with ths
rost! DEAD MEN THLL NO TALES!

: On tha basis of Nicclaiov!s ccnfassisn, Raranev and Zinc-
vigv Waro ajudgod "merally" guillty and sentencsd ic Sen years in pri-
son. A rounote "idoclcgical® conauchuq wWith Treotikey Was chargelemeiss
theugh Kanionov and Zincviev had cupn. Ll at odeisam-Srctaky's nesiticn:

"1‘. a1

tc Stalints gsix yoexs befera,

Vhat was tho r:ct*v\ bohind this aral gan frace~up? Kirov
sil t2d. in Dscorber 1934, SHeviet indua’cry was advancing.
1dard of living cf tm rasscs was lagging far hehind. Sal o~
1ogates tc tho Seventh Verld pcngressvas schodul od. Unr ot

in the ycuth which sav ne pclitical avonues of exnreo.ﬂcn"
burwauvr“tio regine gavo riss to torrerist mocds, The GPU
¢ proventud the af faiv but did nct. Kirov was assassinasod.
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Tho burcaucracy soizod ¢n tho situaticn t¢ canslize tha
Xar.onov and Zincviov Wors rads tho scapogcats. Trctsky Vas

’
R
(
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W
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WHAT I8 BEHIND THE PRESENT FRAME-UP?

. Wo gan dlstinguish throc rain ccnsidoreticns ¥hich radd
this franc-up nocossary For the bur'-“aucracy
ol Plsln- \hssatlsf‘actlcn by tho SCVl ot warkers
with thuir ccmutvns and tho nolzcuus ¢f the scv-
OF Nr..ont ; '

i

2, The nocos 1ty i‘ 1nsurina the dlacticn cf del o-
gatos te thogfcrtheeorning final ocngrioss cf Scviess
whe Will votlcr the noW co n~t1tuu1rn-

B, Ganal izing the orossure of tha Scviet Workers =
are arcusgd by ths Spanish Wcrkerg! -horcic struggl s

48]
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and are coring intc the sharpest ccnflicet with tho
treachorcus pclicy ¢f tho bwroaucracy c¢f supperting
capitelisw in 8pain as in France and cthor ccuntrlas,

Bucauso Ws heve preovicusly doclt with the first twe quaotlcna
and bocausc the Spanisgh Civil Var is now the rost impertant issud bo
foro tho Wwerld werking class, Wo doel very briofly with tho first t':a:
and Jdoveto tho rost ¢f this parphlot tc¢ the third quosticn.

For scrc tine evidonce has boon sceunulating ¢f dissatisfac-
ticn cn tho part cf tho Scvist Werksrs with thelr ccnditimns., The pre-
graess in industry has nct been accerpeanicd by 2 rizd in thoir sfand-
ard of living, Tho nocossities ¢f 1ifc aroc hard tc got. BStrikas aro
taking ch»Cb, acccrding tc tcurists! repcrts., Tha conscrship suppras-
833 nowg c¢f ther, Sfakhancvists —spoci-up ertists nurssi al cng as
pace scttors and bribed as an aristcceretic stratur c¢f the 'ﬁcrklng
class and an aldditicnal prcp of th: buroaueragy —- ars mur idsrad by the
TG kors;

Ao ™ Tho Wor kors also soc big ccncessicns baing rads tc tho poas-

”\'&ts in the forr of the right tc ¢in land threugh ccll cctives, rodue-
T%icn in taxcs, equal basis “ef T, sprosontaticn wWith ths Werkors in
TZ: nwWgevorn.ont instituticns, cote,

Tho bureaucracy 1s afraid tho Scviet Cengrsss in the fall,
£iont preduco delogates cppesced tc the previsicns cf the constituticn,
2RO proscnt terrcr and pw go have a3 thoir air tc cc® any oxpr ossiecn
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sasicn and pr 1’*/'0 cnly yes=-rcn Jelegatosn.

PROL ETARIZN REVOLUTION THE GREATEST DANGER T0——— .
ST AL INISM,

But tho Vigsoss Jdangor tc tho Steliniat buruaucracy ccr.cs from
2in —- nct from a victery of tho ccunter-rovcluticn but frei. a pre-
,tarlan rovel uticn, Tho pcl icy ¢f the Stelinists is diroetsl against

- prdotarian revcelutiom in Syrain. In 8Spain itself thay havs turned
r tc Azana, cabdlerc, Prletc and cerpany, ccnplete centrol cf thu
scra:,le azainst fascisi, thoroby nullifying in aidvancs the werkors
struggdl 3 for pcwer. Tholr spckesron haveo ropeatodly assurcdi the
werl d thoy arc for the dofense c¢f the caritaliat rapublic.

In the Soviot Unicn, Whsoro tho hepes c¢f tho Russian prcotari-
at aro arcusod, aftor yocars cf dsfeats by the hercic struggl s in gpain,
of oxtonding the Octcbor Reveluticn te Eurcpra; tho burcaw rats have
banned all further nmanifestations of sympathy for the Spanish Revolu-
tion "in the interest of Wworld peace", just as in 1933, all demonstra-
tions against the Hitler truinrh were curtailed and then forbidden.

-nhe Btal inists trust in the League of Nations; they suprly Italian
fascism With oil and Wheat for fthe bl oody subjugation of Ethiopia;
but they will not tolerate any mass action in support of the revol u-
tionary Workers and peasants in Spain., While the predatory govern-
ments of Italy, and Germeny openly =2id the counter-revol ution, Russien
Stel inisy mainteins strict "neutrality" in a struggle invdving the
futurs of the World prolstariat,
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THE BACKGROUND OF THF PRESENT SITUATION,

The Revoliution of 193L abolished the monarchy and establ igh-
6d -tho ropublic. Bubt the bourgeols democracy which Was set up could
not cerry out the necessory industrizl and ecgrerian refarms: the eight
hour working doy; Wage increnses; land for the peasants; cwtailmen
of the pa&ver of the church, etc, Only a Workers! stote cen renlize
even these democratic reforms promised by the bourgecisie, It Was i
evitable that the nation should remcin in ferment While it groped fer
a scdlution of its probl ems,

The Bpanish ceopitelist ¢lass showed it wao: unable to 3o0lve
the 103t ¢l ementary probl ems of democracy during the tWo years of the
Republ ican~aocisl it coaliticn (193 -1933; It not enly refused to
ntimalize the land and onfcrce the meast rressing sgrarian referns
cnd other radicel previsicna cf tho new censtitution, but it halted
e anti-clericel cemgadgn and reinstated thi gemarchist dique into ’
govornmsnt and ermy cffices. It lowored the Mring standards cf the
working class, ignered its preriscas ¢f industriel rofcerm, and theo ucels
¢f tho unumpl cysd., To the extont thet refcrms wers rsalized, it vaz '1
cnly through the direct rovcluticnary acts ¢f the massés, Whe sciz d
tho land, bwnod ¢hurches, and proessdd tho class struggio cn 3ve
F=ant in ths face of tho ¢ppesiticn c¢f tho leaders cf the Sceial iofe
andjommunist Partios, A8 & natural ecnsoguonco, the gevernnon 103

j‘?‘?;_ suppert cf tho rovelutimary masses ang cof ©hg 1ofi Wing partios,

“ollirg of tho rassoes $o gec ferward te the prelctari 2aviclut ! -
4 tha reacticn t¢ rogein the asat cf pewar in 1834

S Againgt tho rorctirnary feraaa WITE TORK OF THE

MNQRATIC REPUR,. T .~trreworganizad Werkor; row tchar, 1954;

T owar, 1 gevernment crushod theins hin fourtas

and T , vosind 1ts nominal eubh rity,

Eightsen ronths 138 in Fobrusry, 1936, th> cons =auitive

nublican governnont, Was daiwdvd in th~ oloctirns by & 1 2andslid:
cr tho loft ‘grcupd Which ocuprisoatvact.. clols [Frent., Lo Pacpl als
‘ront galnod a majority in tho acrtos and 2lectduitos Fresid ant,Azana,
Qutside ¢f the portes, hewevar, cutside ths Pecrlce's
Frort, tho anarcho-synidecal ists and certain revcluticnary Ccununists
and Sceisligts, rnany ¢f them in tha POUM (Workers! Party cf Marxist
U 's;v.,‘.ﬁ.oation)respcnding t¢ the pressure ¢f tho rasizes, impatient with
sho sabotago and parlianantary red-taps cf the Pocplets Prent, rushad

ioWard workers ccntrcl by diroct acticn, tovards tho ccmploticn of the
roveluticn, end bogan t¢ act independently cf ths becurgscis governnont,
Farrors organized end svized the rich church lands, scratimcs burning
tho churches thomsolves, deiving cut tho parasitic prissts and nuns Whe
Livod cn tho backs ¢f the rasses. Wcerkars, dssperate and onraged at
the continued expl citaticn under the rozublic, struck undsr ths slogan
ocfwrkors ccntrcl of rredueticn, Tho Pocple's Prent shet down 7erkers
and poasants in an sffert to suprross those ranifestaticns., Whils the
Paoplols Frent gevornnont feught the rasses, tho arry cfficors syston-
ntically nroavorad tc oveorthrew: the rovublic, crush ths Werksrs and
roasgd 3 end Taecstebl ish an cren ruthl sss dictatorshl

: Tho urrising cf tho rilitory clique (Wcla-francc), aided
alld dirscted by the Cathclic-rncnarchiast roecticn (Gil Rdbleg-]aun Heron
and faseist dloronts (Rivora) against tho ropublic is & dircct producs
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¢f tho Jotorrinaticn cf 8Sponish anu id orncticnal ecapital to arush

once and for ell. the fighting rosiatance cf tho werking possos and ro-
oatablish the unccnaiticnel derdnaticn cf tho ruling clessos, Tho ¢
ruling classgos, having loarned frer tho exrerioncos c¢f Ruzaiam, Italy

and dorjeny, understand that tho ropublic is cutlivoi,onl that sithor.

tho Wearkors Wwill erush ther and a0t up & rrcotarian dictateraship; or

tlrfja-y- i.u3t orush tho Werkors and roasants by an cpon ruthloss dictatcr-

SOl

All tho fcreas of irporislisr, bz thoy fageist cr damceratice, ‘
are alarnod at thoe yesaibility cf tho oxteonsion tc Srain ¢f $hs rove-
lution bogun in pussia in 1817, Tho ccuntsreravduticn rTacesive jirect ]

aid frown Goruany, Itecly, Pcrtugal ang indirect aid from "democratio
Unitcd 8tatos, -Francc and England as well a3 the Stalinist go grnment.
The Standard 0il intorasts maintain thair represontativos in the rebal
cenps “hile Hoarst openly advocatas the eausc of gpanish reaction.
1snington harries tho Peoplc’s Front govornment t0 protoct amoerican
bal Blu: and Stalin rask the aid of @Gormeny and Italy With a
nautral ity pelieyas _inaffectivo as sancticns against Italy,

~ HOW DO THEY "EXPLAIN® THEIR TREACHERY?
At first tho gocialists and Steal inists rofusod to accopt 2
t Paonl ots Front ¢ reront, thorady hoping to "absclve

o289 5 5
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thomsel ves of rosponsibility for ks troaghary of Azana, Yot thor :
'0¥3 no more ardent dofonders of CWrlocr 8N fAnd vho Peoplals I ~u%
To-day thoy hove entered the 1left Hourgdsds ésbinet bag and baggage

hem bove actuslly #SMAln ovst & NAJORITY of the cebinot

upital ist propriy relat ons T v

. tWo porties, end especislly theAsmunist Twghy, do--

wE3eT - Sno-bourgcoeis domod® atic rova ursn MUST BE COMFLETED UNI‘r.Z}.i
13k, - THEY ARE OPPOSED TO THE ORG::.7ATION OF SOQVIETS which

considar g pthreat $¢ "de Is agv!} . The Ceymunist Party, ropsatedy
2 and gusreantas~.ho pretcciion of privete ewnarship cf tho

duction, _ ;

"It 4s absalutaly jelda” daclares Jdesus Hornandez,
Corrunist Party Minister ¢f Education, "Tha® the
prosont werkers rover.ont has for its cbjoctive tha
cetabl ishrent of a prclotarian dictatarship, even
AFTER thro raoveluticn has tarcinated. We Corrunists
aro rotivated exclusivaly by tho desirs tc¢ dofend the
jen.ocratic ropublic, It cannct be soid we have a
social rotive fer cur rarticiraticn in the war,"
(MUNDO OBRERO, cfficial Stalinist crgan in Madariq,
August ©, and NEW YORK TIMES, and DAILY WORKER,
Auvgust 10, Our eryphasisy. :

At o tiro Whan cnly a »rclstarian dictatorshir ocan doefinite-
ly ston fascisi by abclishing theo eapital {st syster Which braads it
ths Gfaiiniats gafoma "dorcerstic® cepitalism, In this "task" thoy
jaye Wen thy fu cenfionse of the libersl bcurgocisie., In the na ¢
bf Lenin,  the wve, 1ike the Monashevike cf Russia and the. gocial
Dol ceracy of Gurnany in their tinoe, bectus the staunchast advocato.

»



anc 1su;;-~or‘burs of capitalisr. Evorx

JE\,IS DEHMOCRACY, Whaothor jin Srain,

a8 { Gorrany bafcru L 955, 18 IVGHsP
¢

th rking class, organizsd in Scviots, indorendent c¢f the libaral
b ?3:Cisia and potty beourgoacisie, 221 1el by a Marxist Party cen a9
S¢, Pr tha wve crthrci, cnee and icr all,cf the capitalist ;yf*‘cu;:; -
v oweal as wall as Ia-_,olst T¢ understand tho Spanish rev Lumr_, or
fer fhat nottar, tho Werld roveiuticn fcday, thoe issuss r:.':.w.s*-: ba pub
sguar 1y and henestly: . CAPITALIST DICTATORSEIP OR J0OFKERS DICIATOR-
GHI?; CAPIT/LIST TEMOCRACY OR YORKERS DEMOCERECY; CAPITALISH COR JUM-
MUNISM,

LERIN'S L

: Facing a sirilar situst
19. 7, Lonin, tho groat Marxist teac
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ccntinue ¢ Wage wWer on Kernll cy®
YBUT WE LD HOT SUPPORT

KERENSKY" (The Pussisn sceislist-rorublican} "ragher
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But ovea within tho Cen
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‘azainst inevitebloe atterpts tc crush it crly by tiroly assistan

o
STAL INISM SERVES THE COUNTER-REVOL UTION.

A dictatership of the prelctariat in Srain cculd swrvi

QO O

fra tnﬂ ocviot Unicn and rovcluti-nary acticn by tho Fronch werk-ra.
Tas Soanish w orkers have the duty tc swren the Fronech and Russilan
WL k rs tc cciic t¢ their assistance,

: In this struvnl Oy the 1ifo cf werl ] capitelisn and tho pirth
Ci & nw werld socicty woulld bo at stake, Tho lifs of all the forcoa
i tho SWl@t Union oprosod te ‘513 prelcoteriat woull d be at stako, The

1ife of the bursaucracy, ths vehicle fer the expressicn ¢f these ine
torests, wWould be at stake, With the fell of the bureacracy, the C

Lunist Parties ali cver the weridweuld fell t¢ peices, Revcluti nar
poriies Welld arise in their place under the banner cf the Cimnuni st
curth’ Internationa ,

e
1L -

The Russian Wcrkers Weoul d demand pcliclies and action suited
;e needs of the occasicn, They weull d creste a nev 1eadership.
<he Ad spirit of revauticn, ncw slunbering, wcul 4 rsavaksn,

6 1like Zinoviev and Xamen s
¢f a rcoused and dete-mi R

iene® Ty frau > be kill REY theoe pctentisl 1eaders, ¢
iscredit ther in the cyes of the Werkors anarrcriag ckhels

srats need of the ut-.unmu bursaucracy ig tc pre-
ent ¢ , ian dictetcrship :Ln Spain., Wherever it has ronghh,
its poiicy is t¢ harstring the struggiss ¢f tha Spenish Wo karu. In
Franco, undsr prossurs cf tao werkcors, ths Cornunist Party idorn ndod
"airypl ancs for Spain®, This brouzht it intc ccnflict With “bh 3 un
Stelin ncutrality pelicy. Fercad tc checss betwoon tha intsras 7;-
the workers or taeo intorests of tho counter-revduticn, thé Froncl
SVelinists chose the 1attar, end cepitulatad tc Blux,

of

In the United Btatos, 73 havse a sirilar stcery, Th” Cagoval?t

govornuont 1s using continucus pri3suro sgainet the werkers, Allsrican
inperialisw dcesatt v-’:m‘t a countar-ravel Ltl nary Spain undsr tio in

flucncs cf its poverfu rivels, Bat still lass d¢ thoy want! & pra o-
tarian Spain, The Stalinists horc give Reesovolt 1 oft-ha nd,vd 3uppcrd

The only answar tc¢ the trocchory <f the Stal inlota on g werl
3¢els is t¢ rako the world roveluticn, That nmeans atart L aﬁ n, TC-
l(rvrw it w111 b> France, And tho day efter toncrrdiw, WiLl Ga cur

cur
T urn,

Azainst the frars-up pclicy in Russia, W advance jthf“ dl cgar
.0 thy resteration of tho prol sterian dictatcrship to T-onin! 1ing,
oy cugh ’GM “ati(n of a nev Cerrunist Party and tllv rok cval of the
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NO SUFPORT TO IHE AZANA~CAB/LL FRO~HERN/ZNDEZ GOVERN' 07
1IA8H COUNTEP-REVOu UTION ZND SEIZE STATE POWER!

ORGAMIZE " ORKERS-S0L DIERS—-PEZSANTS SOVIETS!

VORKING CLASS CONTR(L, OF ITS ONN ARMED FORCES!

NATIONALIZE INDUSTRY AND BANES!

VORKERS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION]

LAND TO THE PEAS/VTSY

EXPROPRIATE THE CHURCH}

THR vquT OF SEL~DETIRHINATION FOR MOROC(QO, CATALO!l4

FOR THE UNION OF I:E“I;N SOVIEZT REPURL I0S!

ORGANIZE A MARXIST PITTY!

STALINISTS /ND SOCT/LISTS BLOCY TEE ROAD TO THE PRO-
LET/RIAN REVOL /P 10ONS

ESTABLISH TEE DICTATOLSHIP OF THE P“OLETARIAT}

EXTEND THE OCTOBEDR 7ZVOL UTION T0 SPAIR

FOUND THE COMMUNIST POURTH INTEREKITI cn;

SUMMOK THE OPPR L%S"“ OF THE EARTH TO WCR xLD REVOL UTT!
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1.
E SPANISH CIVIL W

1. The overwhelming electoral victory of the Peoplets Front in Feb-
ruary 1936, far from being a victory over the reactlon, was a
victory of the Wliberal® bourgeoisie over the proletariat and
constituted an intermediate step toward paving the way for the
counter-revolution offense. .

3 2. In July, the fascist counter-revolution took the offcnstve, but

i the pentup social forces unlcashed the might of the proletariat

{! beyond the expectation of the labor lcaders as well as the ex-

8 ploiters and opcncd u% civil war. The vivilwar carricd with it a
struggle between the two camps of the bourgioisie in Spain, cach
of whom rcproescnts not mercly a scetion of Spakhsh capltalists,
but definitc world imperialist groupings. The working class of
Spain under the hegemony of non-Marxian partivs, w  corraled
into the camp of the Mdemocratic® bourgeoiste, while the land-
lords recognized their privileged intercests lay with the fascists.
The class dynamics thercforc, in the civil war of classcs was step
by step being transformcd into a battlegrovnd of world inperial-
ists, with the working class fighting on the side of one group of
imperialists, due to the absence of a revolutionary Marxist party.

3. By October, 1936, cll the prerequisites, except the party were
ripe for transforming the dual power of the workcrs,.peasants and
soldiers sovicts into a preparation for the struggle for power.

In spite of the betragyal of the Soclalist and Stalinist at the
top, the soviets werce springing up from below all over Gpain where
counter-revelution had net yet beheaded the nroletariat, The
highest point in the development of dual power was reached #n
Catalonia where the necessary objective conditions were ready for
the positive intervention of the party to transform the dual power
into the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. . '

4, However, instead of developing dual power, and guarding the in-

dependent proletaria action, the POUM, in the name of "Marxism®,
together with the Syndicallsts, cntcred the Generalidad in Novem-
ber. By their entry and with thedr active participation the Gen-
eralidad carried out the liquidation of these undeveloped organs
of dual powcr, the POUM and the Syndicalists now members of the
"Workcrs Government® saw no further ncced of these undevelopud or-
gans of dual power which werc mcre cumbersome duplications®. This
is the period in which the Anglo-French bloc, rcecognizing that the
dangcr of a proletarlam selzure of power had at thils moment passed,
chonged 1ts toctices ("neutral®™ encirclement of democratic Spain)
nd permitted the Sovict Union to collcborate with the Pcoplels
ront.

=

e London Buro and the Trotsky Internatlional arc both cont-

of thesc intornational groups, although it is affiliated
londen Bura. However, like all ecnirists, their left words
scuted with right deeds.
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The programatic position of the French, United States and
other sections of the Trotskyites is to the right of the POUM. In
action they will commit even greater blunders than the POUM.

' First the Trotskyites condemned the POUM and supported the
Socialist Party of Spain. Now the Trotskyite international sup-
ports the POUM in words and supports the Pcoples Front in action.
The United States Trotskyites are helping make up the Debs column
for the Peoples Front and arc sending aid to thec Peoples front.

The liquidation of the Internaticnalist Communist Leagues
into the Sceond Intcrnational in Spain and in other countrics was
the greatest criminel act against the Spanish Revolution. The be-
trayals of Socialism and Stalinism are to be expccted. From now
on we can expect nothing else from the Trotskyite centrists.

5. Although the Spanish revolution has eéntered a period of =tbh,
the situation is far from hopeless. It i3 the position of the
Revolutionary Workers League of 0.8. that a revslutisnary rosure-
ence of the proletariat of Spain is not unly possibley, but must
likely if quick action is taken within the present reveluti nary
situation. A Revolutionary Marxian erganization can change the re-
lation of forces in favor of the exploited masses.

I1 : .
Ecanomic and Historical Significance of Capitalism in Spain.

1. The nationnal bourgeois ° revolutions which marked the birth

and heyday of world capitslism were progressive revolutions, in
that they advanced society economically, socinlly and culturally.
Today, however, in-the decay s tages of capitalist decline, these
belated bourgeois rcevolutions connot begin to solve the glaring
contradictions of present day socicty; the agrarian and cconomie
reforms demanded by the peasantry and petty bourgeoisie on the one
hand, ond by proletariat on the other. The blg beurgeoisie in the
present perlod, hemmed in and controlled by outside imperialist
powers, to which it is bound by iron chains, cannot solve cven
their own needs in further progressive devciopment.

III
The twofold World Antagonism as Expressed in the Spanish Revolutim

1. Within Spain today is contending the twofold antagonism to be
found in all eivil and impericlist wars, i.c.,flowilng from the ce-
onomlice ¢ontradictions of capitalism. First is the struggle of
world capitalism as a whole against the extension of the October
Revolution. Wherever revolutionary situations mature in the weak
links of the capitalist chain the Marxists must direct the revo-
lutionary energics of the masses for the extension of the October
Revolution and the ecstablishment of the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letariat. This is the decisive struggle, the keoy conflict of the
present historical period - because it is the class strugglc, the
social revolution, on a world scale. The sccond aspcct of this
antagonism, which is subordinate to the first, (ven though it often
becomes the most importepnt surface manifcstation, is the struggle
- between the exploiting impcerialist powers themselves.

2. To give the Spanish strugglc its proper place against the

~
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background of the strugglc of world imperialism, it must here be
noted that with the exception of Jagan and i1ts aggression in Asia,
and the 0.8. and its aggression in the Americas, all other imper-
ialist powers are situated in Europe. From a dynamic point of
view, therefore, the imperialist struggle in Burope must be con-
sidered as a prelude to the struggle for Asiatic markets, primari-
ly by the Buropean imperialists. The Spanish Civil War becomes
the force today capable of upsetting the status quo balance and
thereby accelerating the war preparations. Therefore all imperial-
ists protcet their intercst by one or the other forms of inter-
vention.

\
3. The dynnomics of both the imperialist conflicts and of the eivil
war, in S8pain, thercfore, offer concrete evidence of the twolold
antagonism between world capitalist powers and the spr-ading pro-
letarisn revolution and the conflict among the imperislists them-
sclves,

4, The Anglo-French znd the Franco-Sovict blocs have cne drlivirng
line. The German-Italian bloc¢ has another. All of these blocs
and line-~ups are impermanent. The¥ fluctuate a cording ti Lthe _
interests of the member states at the moment. hey aré blocs of
savage rivals, jealous thieves, thrown together for the moment by
common objectlves cgainst other imperioclist combinations. Within
the German-It-liosn bloc, Italy double~crosses and deceives Germ-
anys and vice versa. Great Britain balances Russia against France
in the Franco-Soviect bloc, giving concessions to one or both, and
using Russia to pull her chestnuts out of the fire. At the pres-
ent time, for example, England has her finger in all the contend-
ing forces in Spain: Franco, in the Peoplces Front and in the
Catalonian government. The Anglo-French impecrialists dominate the
Generalidad of Catzlonia 2t present, They let Stalinism do their
dirty work. The intercsts of the United States are twofold:

1. To prevent the Extension of the October Revolution; and
2. To prevent an English bloc in Burope against the Unlted States.

On the other hand the Roosevelt War Government is lining up the
entire American continent for war on a gigantic scale.

5. In the present stage of caplitalism all sections of the capital-
ists are REACTIONARY. The only progressive class is the Proletar-
iat. This does not mean that the bourgeoisie are one reactionary
mass. They have different METHODS OF CONTROLLING THE CLASSES.
Those Capitalists (reactionaries)who usc the open forceful o%go—
sition to the proletariat cre the Conscrvative Capitalists. Thosc

eapitalists (reactionarics who use the mcthod of tieing the work-
ers to the capitalists through class-collaboration are the

Wliberal® copitalists. PLiberal®™ docs not mean historically pro-

gressive. There can be no progressive capitalists today.
The conservative and "liberal® method of rule are merely two
governmental arms of the @ame reactionary capitalists.

8. When we speak of the Fascists in Spain we do not mean Fascism
sueh as in Ttaly snd Gormany., Snain, as a2 hackuard comtry will
not establish a ffascist Dictatorshipy iu this political :nd econo-
mical sense. As a puppet government of a Fasclist country or
Democratic imperi:list country, it may be called Fascist as a

s
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name for the particular form of reactionary dictatorship estab
ed there.

7. The dontending forces wlthin Spain consist cn the one hond of
the fuscist Fruanco, representing the conservative boulpcoisic and

landowning classy bebind whom is lined up certein colonial nd
German-Italian troops; and on the other, of the ¥iiberal bourgcol-
sie, who have succeeded in coralling the workers and peasants be-

hind the Peoples Front. Both these forces are agenisg of outgide
imperialist groups. Spain is therefore, a battieground for imper-
1alist powers struggling for control over Spalrn as a strategical

advantage in the coming world war. The workers and the opplessed
masses'! interest is separate and apart from both these groups.

8. How did the Peoples Front group (one imperialist agency) sue-

cced in bringing the workers and peasants to support them? This was
accomplished mainly through the instrumcntality of ®working class® 3
parties rcpresenting two main sections of the organized labor move-
ment of Spain. The reformist section, consisting of the Socialist
and Stalinist parties; and what might be called the "lefts® the
anarcho-syndicalists and the Party of Marxist Unification. In
Modrid the workers could be held in check by the right reformists
(Stalinist-Socialist), but in Catalonia the rcvolutionary upsurge
demanded calling the lefts in the Generalldad to hold in check the
workers (Syndicalists and POUM). In these parties are to be found
the principal labor lieutenonts of the capitalist eclass, agents of
the bourgceoisic in the ranks of the working-class. Tens of thou-
sands of members of thesc partics have proven in action in eivil

ar that they are ready for anythin for any_sacrifice d for
he proletargan seizurg of pow%r. ﬁﬁat theyylack S a ieggership,

program and a party.

2. There is an indispensable force missing in Spain. That is the

dependent party of the proletariat, leading behind it the oppress-
masses of the proletariat as well as the petty-bourgeoisie of
o¥n and country and colonlals as allies. This THIRD force re-
esents the greatest potential force in Spain. The independent
wer of the working class has not been crystalized becausc of the
sence in Spain of a Revolutionary Marxist Party.
IV
The Party and the Social Revolution

Character of the SBocial Revolution in 8pain.

t must be made clear that the revolution in Spain 1s a social
letarian revolution. Within the framework of the capitalist
f production nothing can be solved. The "Workers government®
1921 revolution proved this. For the proletarian revolution
kward economi¢ countries, the first phase will be the agrarian.
sense does this mean there will be an agrarian revolution

ate and apart from the general proletarian revolution. This

. ption is excluded. The agrarian phase of the proletarian revo-
lution is the first outbreak of the pent forces produced by the ex-
tremec contradictions of the countryside. Far from being separate,
there can be no solution for the agrarian and economic demands of
peasantry and urban petty-bourgeoisie except through the estab-
lishment of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. The Peoples Front
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or any other capitalist form of government canmnot grant a s.

basic reform of capitalist economy. It can only make promis
which it cannot fulfill, and which involve it in rurtner cont:
dictions. ;

If you support the bourgeoisie, you must characterize the
Spanish revolution in popular terms as a struggle between Paselsn
and Democracy. But if you support the precletariat, in other words,
if you stand for the overthrow of capitalism and for the social
revolution you are cempelled to view the Spanish revelution as a

struggle of Fascism and Communism.

In the decay stage of capitalism when the exploiters can no

longer hold in check the proletariat and the oppressed massss, they

are compelled to resort to Fascism as a last means to retain state

powsrs In this struggle the support of bourgeoils democracy versus
communism is an attempt to turn the wheels of history backward. At |
this eritical stage in the struggle against Fascism the support of =1
bourgcois democracy is to pave the way for Fascism.

Although it is true that the Spanish revolution has brought
forth new forms the fact remains that the fundamental line of the
workers in the struggle for power in Russla must be the same to be
carried ocut in Spain. The lessons of the October Revolution in
content 1s the road to power in Spain.

2. The Party.

Revolutionary situations are created by the obfjlectlve con- ,
dltions of capitalism. The tempo of the maturing revolutionary %
situation may be speeded up or retarded, but the revolutionary sit- |
uvation itself cannot be created artificially. The revolutionary
situation throws the masses in action for a solution of its over-

whelming difficulties.

How 1s the revolutionary situation transformed into a success-
ful revolution? The key to this question is the PARTY. The revo-
lutionary Marxist organization organizes, leads and directs the
masses to overthrow capltalism and to establish its own state power.
The party 1s the class instrument necessary and capable of trans-
forming the revelutionary situation into a guccessful revolution.

The independent action of the proletariat as a class is possi-
ble only through the political and organizational independence of

the Revolutionary Marxist Party. This is a basic Marxian principle.
It must be rcmembered that Marxism does not mercly cxplain history

It makes it.

No such party exists today in Spain. It must be built. It can
be built. It will be built., There are many working cluss parties
to be found that are working class in form, but not in centent.Only -

a Marxion Party con be a genuine working class party in content.

Consider for a moment the late Slogan of the Party of Marxist
Onificction; "ou cannot rule without the POUM, much legs against
it®, This is complete inversion of the Marxist idea, and excludes
and makes impossille the independent action of th’'s party, as well
ns that of the class it pretends to represent. 4&ny party whose_ __ -
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policy subordinates the proletariat tc cro group of the exp.
class in its struggle against another, connct be considered
Examples of such treachery are many witnin the Spandsh reveluas

The Pcoples!'Ffront support of the bourg ois government,. social pa-
triotism, support of lmperialist allicnces, elc

v .
Strategic Problems of the lcveolution

The Peoples Front

1. The Peoples Front is an instrument for subordinating @he work-
ing class to the ®llberal® bourgcolsgsie in their struggle against
the reactionary bourgcoisie. The Peoples Front in content is the
same as the Provisional Government in Russia in 1918, the Soei:
Democratie government in Germany after 1918, ete. The Stalinis

and Socialists not only camc out openhly for it, but are the imdis
pensable basis for its cxistence. The POUM and the Syndicalisgs,
on the other hand, whom we deslgnate as 1lcft, deny, in wordsﬁ
support of the Peoples Front, but carry out a #Pecples Front® poldfe
in action. It is impossible to struggle effectively against the
counter-revolution unless the class, at the same time, strugglesg
agoinst the Peoples Front. Just as the bourgcoisie uses both Igs
liberzl and.conservative seetions gzainst the pFOLétﬁfla£L~§9’%he
lotter, if it is to be victorious, must learn to use different tac-
tics against the two urms of its class encmy. This was the problem
facing Lenin in his strugsle against both Kercnsky and Kornilov.

To keep an independent class line against both at the same time,
using different tactics within the same fundamental line.

2 An independent strategy in the revolution 1s the independent
control of the armed forces of the working class. In order to
fight against all groups of exploiters and move towards state power,
the working class must, agains% all odds, maintain their independ-
ent control of the armed forces. This 1s done through the estab-
lishment of soldiers! soviets coordinated with the armed workers
and peasants' soviets, under the leadership of the revolutionary
Aroletarian party.

d. Nationalization of Industry and Workers Control of Production.
These slogans werc used in tﬁe first stages of the revolution for

the purpose of mobilizing the masses against rcaction. DBut the
workers control of production is not possible under the rule of the
exploiters state, except wherc soviets and dual power takes this
control out of the capitalist state hands. Workers Control of Pro-
duction and Nationalization of Industry arc realizable and possible
only under the control of the workers! soviets. If, as in Bpain
today, the bourgeolsie control the "workers control of producticn®,
it i1s a sham and a deccption, a fig leaf bchind which hides the

exploiting capitalist class.

4. Btruggle for Democratic Demands Agoinst Bourgeols Democracy.
In the decay stage of capitalism, the bourgeoisie are unable o
grant the demoeratic demands of the opproesscd classes - even if
they should want te do so. The struggle rfor democratic demands
becomes therefore purt o f the revolutionary struggle against
bourgeols democracy.
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But the Stalinists argue that bourgeois democracy is
to fascism, and therefore must beg supported by Lhe w orgin,
FEnough of this treacherous fermula Tor the sun.ort ol cur ea
enemies! The working class must fignt agalnst BOTH Torms of
geols rule for defense of its demoeratic demanus. Togdsafend e
democratic demands of the workcrs a s truggle against sthe caopitai-
ists (bourgcois democrats) must be carricd on the same time s

the offcnsive agrinst the faseists through dil tacties.. One
of' the capitalist formvla for the subordination the ‘workers“in
a revolutionary struggle is; Whefcat Fascism FII 3 “the reformers
add ®WThen we can clean our own housc®, Pascism, one arnm 1

italism, cunnot be defeat.d by the Peoples front (the “liberalgnrm)
in the prescnt decay stage, The cconomic contradicticns and class
antagonisms cen be held in check by Fascism or solved by -communism.
The working class cannot strugzle against Fascism(Bapitalism) unlcess
it frees itself from subordination to the Peoples Front (eapltalism).
Therefore, it must fight on two fronts.

The exploiters usc 2 formula to transiorm a war of classes in-
to a war against the prolcoctarian demanding the subordination of all
to the fight at the front. WA geographic struggle®., By clover
selection and dilscrinination the most radical and best preletarian
troops are shinped to the front away from the centers of protefar-
ian strength. he Russian Provisicnal Government o £ 1917 triea
to do this in Petrograd, but the Bolsheviks and the Soviets pre-
vented them from doing so.

5. Land to the Peasants. ;
The rev:luticn~ry Morxist Purty says to the peasents, flake the

Land" - "Do not wait fur the formal passage of laws eanciicniag |
their seizuret, 1

5A. To the petty-bourgenisic we say ®The workers governmeni will

break the back of the financial power of the banking cctopust. = >

Thot is the spirit of the strategy of the revolutionary proletariat.. - j
{

6. The Right of Seli-Determination Ifor the Oppressed Masses. '

Morocco is the living proof th:at oppressed minorities were treated |

the same under the Peoples front Government as under Alfonso. If

the Peoples Front were a workers government, it would have grinted

liboratgon to the coloninl masscs and removéd ﬁrancogs base 1n ‘

Morocco, The French colonies under Blum and the Freneh Peoples 7

Front government, similarly, far from cmancipmting their coloniclsyes

acre today goading them into resentmont, cousing thom to become ripe

miterial for recruitment into Freneh fascist battalions, to be used

by de 1la Rocque against the revolutlonary French proletariat.

It remains for Franco, by a curious irony of history, to ralse
demogogicielly, the slogan of Wself-determination®™ for the Morocans,
in order, at one hlow, to raise an army and drive a wedge into the
comp of the enemy imperinlists (France). To Franco, scelf-deter-
mination means ®indcependonce® under imporialist dominaztion. In
the sense that Egypt, Cuba or the Phillipines are indepéndent.
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The Cataloniun bourgeoisic uscs the slogor
tion" to tie the workers to the tail or papiltuli
turned upside down the Lenin formula of the
tion and the workers purty not xnowing the AL
into the Catalonian bourgcois trap. The inability to utilize pre=
perly the slogan of the right or self-determination for the Basaues
enables reaction to utilize this against the workoers. =3

7. The Creation of Soviets.

In a revolutionary situation, sovicts spring from below through t==
relecase of the revolutionary energies of the prolctariat. The ﬁ&&
shrewd bourgeoisic called into their government the workers parties
for the purpose of using them to nip the embryonic soviéts in the
bud, cut them off entircly, or better yet, subordinate them't
bourgcois nower. A striking historical parallel in the Russ
sovicts, in their zttempt to subordinzte the young soviets to ®
Constituent Assombly. The Bolshevik party, however, based on €
Marxist conception of the independent role of the proletariat,which
became the organs of state power and the Dictatorship of the Pro-

lctorint. Only a Marxist Party cun coordinate, develop and extend
the sovicets.

The POUM and the Syndicalists conceived the soviets as a bloe
of prrtics, the membership of thesc parties make up the total mem-
bers of the soviets. This is a fatal caricature of the sovietss
Becnruse soviets of workers, peasants and soldiers take in all work-
ers in a given industry or area. t is true that an ideologic °
and political struggie on a democratic basis developes between the
workers! party for hegcmony within the sovicts. But the basie
principle in the building of soviets is the structure: from the
bottom up,not from the top down.

Ak
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1l. The Dictatorshin of the bourgeoisie takes on various forms. Ih
§%‘ i+ a2 orn Fhreco A9 © e A 'y % ek Ay (Ve
paTli, it takes on thrce main forms; the France government, a TEaC

tionary dictstors hip of the bourgcolsie; the Madrid-Valencia gov-
ernipent of Azana-Calkanllero. which can be characcerized as a Wliber-
al® dictatorshiy of the bourgeoisie; und the Catalonian Generatidads
which is labelled a fworkers government®, but whieh g in resllity

a lel’t ®liberal® dictotorship oi the bourgcolsies

[§

2. DBetwecn the Dictatorship of the Bourgecisie and the Bietatorship
of the Proletariat, there can be no other kind of govermment. There
irise man T i capitalist dictatorships, but between the

bourgeocisie and the proletariat there is

3. The POUM nicded by the SAP oif Germany has brought forward a |
Btheory" of Mthe disappearance of the bourgeols state®. This theory
developad in the midst of liquidating the early forms of the dual
power as & theorctiesl instrument for justifying it, deelsres that
the bourgcois state need not te shattered, but that im 1ts struggle
against the advoncing counter-revolution, it "collapses®™ - it loses
powcer. The various lobor portics then step in and #take over®
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. power. The bourgeois state thus becomes a “workers gove.
this theory the FOUM has succeeded in eliminating the Mar,
that the bourgeois state cannot be tuken over by the urele.
but must be shattered. The bourgeois state cin only be clim
through the smashing of the statc by the Prolctariat snd in fes
place establishing the Dictatorshis of the Proletariat.

4, On the basis of the above betrayal, the ¥workers® governme
proceceded to liquldate the undeveloped dual power of the workiag ™
clcss, the Anti-Foscist Committee o T 13y the Military Committee:

5. FMurthermorc, thce POUM even when 1t partiecipated In the dul ,
power organs, had a fatelly false structurs for coordinating $he P
soviets. Their conception, burcaucratically concelved and mSchani=
ctlly coxXecuted, was that of a committec supgrimposcd on the class, + &
not elccted, by on agrecment of the parties. The sSoviets mUSt DE
coordinatod through its clected commltbtces and its economic b &
a whole camg or throu%h its departments the wmilitia, ccon
political strugglcs of the class. S

6. Once inside thc Generalidad, the POUM and the Syndicalists
gether with the bourgeoisie went down to local soviets, dissolved
them complctely, or Weoordinated®™ them into organs of the General
dad, stating thut in this way, red-tape and duplication would be
climinated. ’

evolution.

1. The situation in Spain is far from honeless. The impasse in
Spain reflects the stalemate existing betwecn rival imperialist
wers, . The friction between the exploiters can be utilized by the
kcrs provided they carry out independent class action.

2. The stalcmate between the im erialistsforcesvis reflected in
the stelcematc between the fascists and the Peoples Front. This ics

only a momentary juncture that we must take advantage of.

3. Nothing has been solved, however, The economy of Spanish capl-
talism is further breaking down at a rapid pace. The forces of
revolution are not spent. The working class still has its militang
and its revolutionary ardor. The working class of Spain has put up
the most heroic struggle since the Russian Revolution. The objective
conditions are ripe for the active intervention of a revolutionary
Marxicst Party to transform the revolutionary situation into a
successful revolution.

4. Given a revolutionary Marxian Party, independent class action
of the Spanish Proletarist, through the development of Sovicts

the Dictatorship of the Proletariat can be established. To take
the rirst csteps in this direction the Marxian forces in Spain must
go directly to the muasses as a political and orgonizational inde-
pendent force. This must be done now, today.

5. The estoblishment of~the Dictatorskip of 4&l& Proletariat iIn

Qo - 17

in wil favor the revolutiegnists in Frapee. A Proletarian

}i:;orv in France will be the“beginning of Hhesend of capltalism



