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S WHAT WE ST FOR

. THE REVOLUTIONARY MWORKERS LEAGUE RECOGNIZES : ey S
!° That in capitalist séciety thé lot of the working olass is pxploita-

tion,economiec and politi¢el oppression, poverty and the horror of
éver-recurring imperialist war; i A Pl o BT

a2 That for the working class. thers is N0 escape from this fate except - -
through the revolut onary overthrow of the capitalist. system'which, et
with dts;destructive wars,chronic erises and permanant paralysis of
immense productive forces canhot Pley a soelally useful g-alﬁ;- : :

That the capitalist state is an instrument in the hands of, the capi-

. - talists for the subjueation n'i"'t-h_a-tnrlpra i_an instrument of the: - =88

: dictatorship of the exploliters over the exploited,either masked I B il

G & "demoractic” government,or openly revealing its true rhl_u.i;-.n-;_i}._.: <o
faseist or milifary ‘EO¥ernment; Fod e e e - R g

, AT Che oy et opaen] e

. That”the interests of.the workers cen never be reconciled with'the

2 interests of -their oppressors .and exploiters ;, and ~that,conssquently,” = 4

betweén these two clagges a.elass struggle mist go on until the,

- working claas overthrows. the capitalist n_l'ﬂ:g'urj_ S T i3
o e e S L i ; . P o]
That the emgncipation of the .working ¢le85 can -be nJ:tnlnnd' only be
the working class itself. - oty ST NS, NS o N s

=
il T R

. ."RECOGNIZING .THESE TEINGS T8 BE TRUE, THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS. - :
EEAGUE IS DEDICATED ToO m@rnmzm ROy . - on e

o Tha relhn@léaur'igiﬁg'nf theiglass struggle: to ;iau‘ralup”it' into the
proletarian r_av‘nlp_t,j,m_;_' o SRR SR SlRnaaTe L Cuainses T -

The establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat as the.dn-
“strument for the construction o ﬁcx%n.tm,n classisse. soglety -based
~on collective work and ownership)of the means of production;

= =t . . gl iorcis g - N : i - - R -

. The an;-'-!:n'-'_blia'rn-ﬁant'_nr the cwhnil{snvi_u't']' -Form of -gﬁﬁrﬁmnt{;' :_'-

- .- The. building of a revoluti 3 ‘party-as the leader of. the working
class in the. daily class st ggle and ¥n the proletarian revolution.
. . Since the emangfpation of the “working cldse is the. task qof the work-
: ~ers of all courntries,the’ League ‘strives to butld.s world party, anit-
Ang the revolutionists of all countries in the Communist Fourth
Intepnational; = T s A

ist interests, the League -will strive to ‘persugde the,workers to
turn their arms Bgadnst the  imperfalists of."their" country,to turn
< - the imperialist war ‘into & ©ivil war-to-overthrow-capitalism,

ﬁhun thé.iun!gu'ral ﬁr,u_ 'E.&J:lad upon to g'd to .war-4in defenses of :imperial-

A o . e TR L P P
WORKERS WHO "ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH.THESE ATMS ﬂﬁ:m::mHG TO
WORK-FOR THEM, m.ﬂ'ﬂm*m HREVOLUTIONARY WORKBRS mﬁﬂﬁ.
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CONSTITUTION -

S B
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGEE; U.S.

AS AMENDED BY TEHE THIRD®CONVENTION, APRIL 30-MAY 2,1938.
4 .
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FOREWORD

This constitution is based on the concept of demoecratic-centraliam

formulated and applied by the Bolshevik Party under Lenin and devel-

oped since his death on the basis of the experience of the Soviet

Union and the world revolutionary movement., Tts ¥rovisions are con-

cretizations of the resolution on democratic centralism adopted by

the Third Convention of the Rggnldtlomurg'wnrkara League. Whenever
- ]

interpretation of its

provisi shall be nécessary théy shall be in-

terpreted in the spirit and laﬁJ:r of tbat resolution,

But it shall be borne

in mind thet thet resolution wes written aﬂh'a- :

‘dopted during the course of g struggle against bureaucratic .theories
and practices:and, therefore, puts a strong emphesis on the defense
of the democratic coatent of democratic centralism, This necessary-

end justifisble emphas

is Bhall not Ye used either es a basis for in-

terpretations or justification for e struggle agaeinst Communist cen-
tralism nor as & besis for interpretations or Justification for bur-

eaucratic practices,
And “it shall ®e home

in mind that the situation of the League and its

sizZe mako necessary practical modificationa of certain of the provi-
sione of thé constitutions of Lenin's dey sud of mare recent times.
Their present form has been determined by their practiocality in effect-
ing the broad principles defined in the resolution on democratic cen-
tralism, So should it be with their future smendment as the Lgoague

growo in rumbors apd 1

AR

n leedership of workers in the class struggle.
TICLE 1 - NAME AXD PURPOSE

Seotion 1 - The nemc of this orgenization shall be: REVOLUTIONARY

“LEAGUE, U.s.
olutiodery Marxian, th

Its purpose shall be the organization of & rev-
at 18, a Communist party; the oducation and or-

ganization of tho working cless for the overthrow of capitalism,
cstablishmont of tho dictatorship of the prolotariat, and tho ostablisk-
‘' ment-of a Communist socioty.

ARTICLE 2 - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 - Tﬁa‘quﬂlif
of the principlos and

ications for momborship shall be: accoptance
diseipline of tho Loagueo; sustainod and activo

~ participation in its work. The social composition of tho Loaguo
2 mist be deoigively working class at sll timos,
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- Section 2 ~ Applicants for momborship shall pay an initiation feo of

‘conts and sign an application card, reading as fpllows:
, - © "Tho unders ad;'having'ruii tho nnnﬁtitﬁtipn and’

e . Drogram of - Rovolutionary Workors Loaguo,{do~

- elares his adhercnco to tho prineiplos of tho Loaguo,
‘agrocs to submit t5 tho disciplino of tho Loaguo,.as
atatod in its!constitution. and plodgos himsolf to

engago activoly in its work."

3 - =] - .
Applicatien cards must bo ondoiac By two mombors who hHavo beon mome
bera for not_lgla than .throo montHsa, . - i .
3oction 3 - Applications for mnmharnhtgﬂjgall not be finslly accoptod
Until\ three months after prosontation ho unit, end, in .tho mean-
time, tho applicant, if acceptod on protation, shall pay dues; shall
atte etings and classes; and shall have & voico but no voto, :
Froviso: this rule shell not apply to the charter : members of new i

- units, -

Section £ = Every member must join a duly comstituted unit of. the
Teague. There shall be no members-at-large in cities where there are
established units, But in cities where there are no units, workers
may join by application to the Central Committee Buro, which shall
Fess upon each application. A member may transfer from one unit to
another only with the permission of the duly constituted bodies of .
Eg: League, A transfer must be entered on the membership 'card of .
member. ' 3 I e s

Section 5 - All members of the League must make periodic-reports of
: activities, which shall be incorporéted into the-records of
‘the organization, _ : .

Sectidon 6 - The basic rights of membership shall be: the right to
vote; the right to present views in the organization; and; the right
to De elected to leading bodies, These rights shall be exercised
within thp'rustgiatiuna made necessary by the centralist structure
and procedure of Communist organization. They may be abrogated only
on grounds - end by procedure - defined in this Constitution.

Abrogation of theas rights by the leading bodies of the League in
violation of the grounds and the procedure defined in the Constitu-
tion shall genstitute bureauecrhtic suppression of the democratic con-
tent of democratic centralism hnd vicletion of the Conatitution; and"
shall be fought in the channels which are defined in this Constitu-
tion and which have been included in it for the express purpose of
protecting these rights against bureaucratic attacks on them.

Section 7 - The highest suthority in the League 1s the membership
which EﬂIugntaa rights and powers to its leadership whom it eleots

and removes. The League convention is the highest expression of the
will of the membership. :

ARTICLE 3 - DUES

Section 1 - The dues shall be fifty cents s month for employed mem-
Bers and ten cents a month for ungmployed members. Members of the
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League's youth organization shall pay, on request the difference bet-
ween the dues in the youth Organization and the dues in the League.

Section 2 - No member can be exempted from the payment of dues. But
a Unit may pay the dues for those members who are not able to do so.
Members who are three months in arrears in the paymerntiof dues shall
cease to be in good standing and shall lose their vote .until they are
up to date. . Members who ar& 81x months in arrears, shall be stricken
from the rells of the League. These provisions shall apply equally

. to rank-and-filers and to leading members whose responsibility is

- greater. A member can be stricken from the rolls only by the highest
body of which he {s a member. Y-

ARTICLE 4 - STRUCTURE

Section 1 - It is the aim of the Leegue to establish tho shnp unit
&s the basis of the League structure. Ip the present period the
territorial unit shall be the transitional form of organization.
When the League has threes or more membeérs in one shop, mine, mill,
factory, a shop unit shal]l t. ¢Stablished.

Section 2 - The basic unit of Ithe Lesgue shall consist of not less
an €& members nor more than twenty-five. y Each unit having more

than fivc members shall cleot 8n executive committees which shall be

less in number than one-half of the unit memburship.

Section 3 - Meetings shall be conducted in the English langusge. Lan-
guage branches and language federations are Prohibited.

Transitional units of members Spcading a foreign language can be or-
ganized whore no regular unit €xists, until, either a regular unit is
constituted or & sufficient number who spoak the English language joirn
the transitional unit, thersby cnabling the unit to be integrated into

the Léague structure. It shell b:e compulsory for transltional units
to conduct classes in English.

v Seectilon 4 - A city comritteu shall oo constituted whencver two or
' MOTe unitssare constituted in onu town or city.

_ Section 5 - district committee shall be constituted in aniindustriel
area when ther. 8re units in et least thraee citics. Whon a district

committeo is constituted in a city in which a city committec has pre-

. ARTICLE 5 - ADMINISTRATION

Soction 1 - All lcading committecs of the Leage shall bo clocted and
removed Dy thu'mamherugip in accordancc with tho provislons of this
constitution. But the Contral {omrittea Buro shall designate the
dates in parliamontary campaigns, and shall be guided by
: oncept of scleeting chyefly workers. The leading commit-
. tees shall-designate and Temovc their Minctionaries, staffs, and the
| vhich fall within the 1imits of thaeir authority.
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hall be elected by the League cofivention. It %8s ‘the
'f;']_r'a*ll; Committee to executs the decisions of the League

Smg

]
] i g, . ~;

ii;tihitidna:rﬁrfmamburahip in the Central Committee shal

igﬁgg;'gggnqyiin*pplit;pnlfhhdnmnnu struggle, politicel stability,
m'a.‘hn_;;ty_:wﬂfgmqimutr;fjd,wtion to. the cause of the working class -
¥ arxism, social origin.’ ‘To be eligible for electidn -to tHe Qentral

 Committes 8 member mist have been nnti;Eiin the revolutionary movement
|

:'ﬁ for at least four years, two of which phall have been in the League.,

: ' Seotion 4 - The size of the Central Committee shall be determined by
\ ++ . whe Teagde convention which shall also elect gandidates to the Central

R  Committee, not to exceed, in number, one=thipd iof" the Central Commit-

: ~ Yea.. Candidates shall have a voice but no vote in the meetings of the
g - Central Committée. when vapancies ococur in thel Uerdtral Commpittee the

X Central Committes shall fill them by advanoing @Gendidates to full mem- .

| bership., : : : : * bl

o

' Section 5 - The Gentral committoe ah.ail_ :;ulla.a"l: at periodic intervals
' Whioh shall be detibmined by the League convention, When one-half or

. - more of the members of the Centrel Committee demand & spocial meeting
=¥ “ of ‘the Contral Committee it shall be nbl%gntqr?_fnr the Committeo. to

meeat.. _ f

- " Sectlion 6 - Anylmdhher:bf,tha Contral Ccommittee may initiate a roll .
ceall of the Central Committep to determine or ehangg tHe ‘position of
. the Committee. 'A request for-.a roll ﬁtilaq%kaa it obligatory for the
5 ,'}Unmmittae to oxoouto,it. But if the roll call is initiated for the
. purpose. of changing the position of the Committee, that position ghall
. 9 stand Enlasn.ang until it i{s overruled by the outoome ¢f .the roll call. -
'"_ ‘vote. v TR : e ) o : sit ,

anutibnﬁ? ~ Tho' Central Comuittee shall elect from its mamharuhiﬁfgﬁb-
comitio. not exceeding one-half of the membership” f the full membors
of the Central gommittee which shall bo. known &8s the Contral Committee
- » ' and shgll have all tho rightl-qnﬁ'puwprq‘ﬂflthﬂ'ﬂhn 8l Com-
mittoe botwoen tho meotings of thd Contral gommitteo. Dodisions and
‘Positions .of the Central Committoo Buro ':hnll-bu“prnsumuﬁltufbi'tha :
decisions dand positions of -the ontral ‘Committee, unless and until re-
versed -by tho Central Committes at its next meeting or by Toll call.
vote of the Central Committes, - - i " iyed '
e i S 23 ; , A f
ARTIOLE 6 - LEAGUE CONVENTIONS ;4
Section 1 - The Leoaguo Qonvention shall be.held once a yopr. ‘Spocial
conventions shall be organized by the Contral Committec on its own
inltlative or upon the demand of units or local executivo committoes
represonting half or more of tho membership. 5 - . :

Section 2 = Tho call for the Convention, togother with an agonda and
@ proposals of tho Contral Committoc, shall be issuod at loast sixty:
days before tho date of tho Convention” for discussion in the local
organizations and in the offidial publications. S8poeial convontions
must be ennvoned within two mnnihu ef the demand.

LI

.-I ¥ 0 | ‘! - i -
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<. mar
th
eoming 'an-

- When & unit.domands a spocial convention it -shall be

atory .for tho higher bodies to proceed immediately to dotermine
position of the membership. 'To provont this procedure from be-

ingtrument of disruption the determination of/the position

‘of |tho membership shall proceed upward from the base through the city

an ins
~demanding

tdistrict organtzations. To prevent this restriction from becom-

trument of bureaucratic suppression the unit or higher body
the.convention may approach othepr units direatly when the

legdorship refuses to submit the demand o them; and may set up the
necessary apparatus for this purpoge. ,
: —

Secdtion 4

or |more of' the bership are for

= When it has heen naner:&innq that units representing half
special convention and the Cen-

trdl Committee refusés to organize it, the bodies demanding, the con-
vention shall have*all the rights of the Centrgl Committee in connece-

tion with

Section 5.
ota
.eall. The

Central Committee at the time it issues’

Section &
ollows:
. triet conv

“eéttan T

all. It

puted ques
jolitical

1t has hee
‘convention

Section B
N1 good st
tekes plac
r.ot ge pre
or illpess
the League
in the pre
7ote prier
to the mee

Section 9
ber mus
convention
preceding

Seotion 10
wWhich 3

the drganization of the Gnnﬂ@&;ﬁg?.

- Representation at the League conventfon shall be based on

membership in good standing at|the time of the gonvention

ratio of delegates to mambara%;p shall be determined by the
e convention call,” - °

- Delegates to League conventi 8 lhall be elected unl#]as
y units where there are no district organizations; by dis-
entions where ther¢ are distriet organizations. ;

= The ﬂenﬁrdl Committee shall éﬁ ermine the tasis for the

election of delegates at the mesting at which it idsuss .the convention

shall declare either one of two bases: - when thers are. no

isputed questions delegates shall be elécted by nomination from the" -

by election at a mecting one week later; when there are dis-
tions the Central Committec position shall constitute one

basls ard each opposing viuw can constitute & basis prﬁvidad.

n.presented in or to thc Central Committee during the. pre-
discussion. : : Lk

- To vote for delegates to the League convention a member
ending must be present :at the meeting at which the election
€. Exceptions may:bec made in the case of members who. can-
sent because of League work, hours and conditions of work,
- provided they are in good standing, have been active in
's work, have stated-their position on the political issues
-convention discussion period, have sought permission to
t;n the meeting, and Tavs submitted their votes iqiwriting
B ! ; :

~ To be elected a delegate to the League convention, a mem-
ave been in the League at least a year at the time of the
call, except in the case of units organized 'between the
convention ‘and the convention ceall,

- Tﬁq League convention shall elect an auditing commission
audit’ the books of the Central Committee from time to time

and report to the following convention.

- il r
#Insert - the right to set up a Convention Organization Committee which

shall have

—
-

a1
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B : | ARTICIE 7 - DIscrPLing | e
" Section 1 - The decisions of the elected ‘bodies of the Leagug shall:

8. Ng upon the members of the League, Mhe dscisions of highar
bodies shall ?a binding on lowor bodies, : g

Y Section 2 - o Jember or group of mugbsrs who dissent from decisions |
mu nevortheless \carry them out. ﬁ?h s

1 . o= ; -

Section 5 - Grounds for diseiplinary action shall include violations °

colsions, inactivity, CErrying infdrmation to the class enemy or .
'uppnnent'nrg&nizatibns, cowardice in a:{IEE#.anabbing, vmployment by
“the police ang other actions and pruutinus_ﬁhich.inﬂigatﬁ attachment
to or reconeciliation with bourgoois soclety. - . '
-Section 4 <= 4 mamhér;upnn-huing-sharged with an offensc, shall be Pre=-
sentod with a written Copy. of the charges ggairat him and shall be-
given sufficient time to prepare his defense, Charges may be made a-

'\,' Bainst any member of tho League by oy momber or body of the League,

Section 5 - On being placed on charges’a member shall be_ tried by e
tee vlected

and which shall consist only of mombors of thn'elauting bdﬂyé,ﬂﬂut“it
shall not inelude eithor .the accuser or accused, A member has tho

right to bo assisted gt the triasl by only one-other member. The find- -

ings of . the trial committee shall constitute recommendations to the
elesting body which shall accopt or reject .them and act pon the basis of
its positiqn on the findinga, .

Triel committees can be elected by units or city comnittecs. -.Control
commissioris shall be set up by a District or Central Committea to try
charges involving members of these bodies and charges by lower bodies
egainst the lcading bodies, Control commissions shall be composed of

the most authoritative and objective members of the bodies which elect
thom, :

Section 6§ - Higher bodics may reviov and take action on the diseiplin-
ary action of lowepr bodies or thoir failure to act, pithor on their
oWn initiative op on appoal by‘the member against whom disciplinany
action is taken, Pending gctiu;[ﬁy higher bodies the,dckision of |the
lower bodics 3hall'rema1n in forec. -
Section 7 - Disciplinary measurces shall beiconsure, susponsion, and
eXpulsion. Membors of the Yontral Yommittee may be suspondcd by the
Central Committee byt ¢an be cxpcllod only by & League convontion,

-

ARTICLE B - PRESS
Section 1 - Tho Press of the Leaguc shall Print the League position,

Sestion 2 - Minerity positions shall appear in the Pross in pro-con-
vention iscussions, and whaon the Contral Camittee shall decide to
initiate a discussion between Convontion digmigsion Poriods, The
Central Committec shall oPen such discussions with its positioen,
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P_g":a_iﬂ_ _ i P CONSTITUTI ON
Settion 3 - Whén a member” of the Central Committes Presents a position
on qu"ﬁEafI' -

ons which the Lesgue dows not have g position, or does not .
take a positibn, the Central Committec member has the right to ‘present
his position in- the Leaghe press, ' :

-'Shnlisicm 4 - The Countral uomit#au shall publish an Internal Bulletin

at regular intervals, which shall prosent .important: internal and in-
ternational: 1nfnrﬁct1nn for the memhership.- Disputed .issues ‘in the
organlzation can presented in th;Intarnal Bulletin betwecn con-
vention discussipn poriods by decision of the Central Committee. *

ARTICIE § - FRAGTIONS

- 4 L s Py
Section 1 - Members of the Leaguo in trade unions, other mass organi-

zations, working class language organizations, and opponent political
organizations, shall organlze themselvos into fractions for work withe-
in these organizations. The work of a fraction shall bo.directsd: by
the Leaguc body having jurisdiction ovor the League membere constitut-
ing the fraction. “he members of o fraction must work. as a unit under

ell eircumstancos. L

: - o T M . . s
ARTICLE 10 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS St

Section 1 - The Reyolutionary Wofkors Laa'gﬁ'a will strive to consoli-

dete an Internatiofnl body of all.groups and parties standing upon the

samé internatinonal principles, =s -the preliminary structure for the .
organizetion of th. Communist Fourth International. . A

ARTICLE 11 - AMENDMENTS

Section 1 - Amendmonts can be made to thia'ﬂdhstitutinn by majority
vote ol the Loogue gonwontion., i P

en0cRaTiC Che T RALISH R,

PARTS I AND II OF THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE THIRD CONVENTI(N OF
THE REVOLUTIO NARY WORKERS LEAGUE, U.s.

e e .
I

Democratic centralism is ap integral part ofi workers d:moeracy.

hWorkurs demoeracy is the system of politiccl rolationsh:.ps eorres-
ponding tr the economic foundations of the transition socloty from
cepitalism to Communism, Likc the proletarian dictatorship it do-
velops cither to its liquidution in - elassloss socicty or to its
corruptian on bourgenis lincs, culmincting in its supprecssion and
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of the dietctorship.

workers demooracy is the cldss mcans by which ‘the proletariat and other
opoffessed maases use the workors stateias & lever to create socinlism ..
and exercise their dictatorshin over their overthrownm loiters; and =
defend themaolves against the influence ©f the latter ‘evef in the oro- -

letarian diotatorshiy - itself, I

The warkers.must: defénd theiy state ngﬁumt the-capitelist enomy and etk
defend themselves against their state, said.Lemin, . The failure of the
Left Opposition in' the Commnist Party of, the Soviet Union from 1924 to
1988 to.orgenige:the Soviet masscs to resist the corruption of vorkers

democracy facilltated the de encration of the Soviet Union: .

Like all institutions snd relationshige in elass soolcty workers demo-
eracy rcsts on class farce. The greatest guarantee of workers democre=
ay is the world revolution. Within a single. country 4t is the armed’
vworking class. The erméd -oriing class is the highest authority in
alass sogicty. : SR : s

workers democracy is. the‘megns by which the masses seleet and control
thelr leadership - the'Colr-inist- Party = end shape policies. The work-
€rs cgnnot rule without their perty. The party, on the other hand, de=
rives ifs authority from the jlu.aa. Viithout the confidence of the '
class in it the ‘party is reduded %o impotence and sterility. The class
is- the court of final appeal .of all atruggles in the party, whish in
the laost and fundam:ntal analydis, are struggles between the interests
of the proletariat cnd the interests of its olass enemfss, .

11 3

Demoeratic aentralism is the aiglluati.un of tho princiole of workers
demooracy:to the special function of the revolutionary, karxist party
in the solution of the problems -of the working olass. The main prob=
lem is .the same; the relations of leadership to membership, of cen-
. trolism to demoorstic rizhts uithin the framevork of their fundamen-
tal relation to’the capitalist class, i

Fl

o Tronel| e | P B JeCeC : . i X
Our comcept odn be -aufimed up as follows:

~arxism includes- both theory and practice. The theory and program of

dcarxism inoludes’ tlie theory of derocratic centralism, The pructice of
~erxisc ifcludes ile prrotice of demoeratic pentralism, Oppor tunism

. Wrich expressies th# influcnce and interest of the oclass enemies of the
proletariat-ineludes theoretical revisionism and burocracy. ° Buroc:a-
¢y 48 the:praottce of ‘revistonism. Tt-may.precede or follow revision-

. 1sm,in theory... Im éither cnse it 1s an instrument by which opportun-
1sm ‘corrusts. parxism in theory and practice.

Democratic ue:'nt.rali_n.m is a system of orpenizational structure and pro-
cedure. for .the following objoetivesn;

"-a)  To secure the. party's unity in action f.i-:rough centralized author-
ity; b : AT T

b) To proserve the rizht of the membership to-shdpe policies .and .
seluct leadership. ' :

: Page 31
and re.slacem:nt by "huur;_.;aniq demooracy in connection with the ovérth’:ir-hn_

el
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- Centralism and democracy are the two integrul contents of the concept
 of demoeratic centralism, The centralist gontent of democratic cen-
tralism is the means by which ‘the le ship selesoted by the member-
ship exercises its powers, rights and the aythority conferred on it
in’ the disoharge of its tasks and to.secure unity of motion in tho

- -¢lass struggle for the-line of Karxism, yers are not unlimited,

The suthority of the leadership rests on the con idence qof the member-
ship, which it wins by dumnn:trntina the correctness of 'its poliey in
-oction, It cannot abrogate the democratie content of domocrdtio cen-

tralism. At the point at which it does so, democratic centralisn -be-
‘comes burocratic contralism, - j - e

The dewooratie content of denocratic centralism is tho means by which
- the membership determines polioies and seloots leadcrship. It is re-
i dueible in the final enolysis, to the exercise of three basic rights:
the rizht to vote, the rizht to present vieus,|and the ript to be -

elocted to a higher -body. The excroise of these rights. is not unlim-
ited. - The exereise of these rlghts must proceed wi ‘the" limita-
tfons -not abrogation- made n.:cessary by centralist struftture. and Pro= .
cedure. They ceannot abro:dte the centralist content of deiceratic -
centralism. At the point at which they do so, derocratic centralism
" becomes a petty bourgzeois democrpey., : o

Against violations of dumhnrntin;buntralinm_hﬁmipﬁividunll and lowcr.
bodies the organization hes ample recourse by constitutional provis-
ions, tell established procedure of the movemont, the prestige and au-
thority of the leadership, the welght of the apparetus, and natur-
al inelinatlon of the rank and file to support the leadership,

iore dangerous are violations of either discipline cm:haunurnnr by
‘lecding bodies, The experience of the Comintern and the.Lcft Opposi-
tion deronstrates that the problef.of fighting attacks on demecratip
centralism from this source is, for the movement, an unsolvod problem
to vhich we must attempt a solutiof--both oretically and in praoc-
tice in our orgenization, The fir t. prere ite for this'is for our

arganization to recognize the existenge of thig problem. But there-
are some luusmaﬁ%m&?ﬁuﬂriim& of tb;ﬂ_'ﬁﬂ“mﬁnt:

1) i:arxists can never submit to revislonist ‘theory or burgoracy with-
Qut ccasing to be Larxists; for in doing so, they must abandon, in the
last analysis, the prinoipled need’of the Harxists for politiccl and
argenizational independent aotion in the olass strug;le; and theg -open

the way for an opportunist leadership to free itself from scontrol of
the masses, and, in & workers state, for its corruption,

2) Do as Lenin did, yhen discipline is invoked by e leading body to
enforce opportunist policies, do not submit to it.

" Lenin never tired of holdin; up as a model of correct revolutionary
sction Liebknocht's vote ageinst the var eredits in the German Jteich-
Stag in 1914 which he egst in d«<fiance of the diseipline of his party,

At the April Conference of his own party in 1917, Lenin presented his

liggtnith an ultimatum to the effect that its rejeotion would moon a
82 - :
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Dﬁrink-—ﬂgtnpari Lenin wrote letters from Finland to lower ‘bodiss of

" the Bolshevik party and to comrades calling for pressure on the Cen-
Jtral Committee to deside for: an armed uprising After the desision

" -Was.made (but not publisied) he dencunsed Zinoviev and 'Kemenev as

' (Lunacharsky-Zinoviev) Lenin said to
| Committee and carry on. But we wi

strikebreakers for taking their opposition to At into the non-party
mhaﬂ-si-. g %

Eight days after the seizure of power at the, aan on_of the Patz.'ngrad

. Committee of the Bolshevik Pn:-tﬁ et which a str e took plase over

the question of constituting = homogenous Bolshewlk government!

(Lenin) or a coalitipn with the Hnnah:z.:ka and Socfial Revolutionaries

: latter: ['If you want a
aplit, go ahead, If you get thp.miinritr, take power in the Central
' ‘&9 to-the sailora," |

o
a .

At the end of 19b2, thé ﬁunj;rpl Committee made“a serious breach in

‘phe monopoly of foreign trade. - Lenin Wrote to Fraukin end ‘Stomonia-

kov, non-mémbers of ths Central Comnlttee, declaring that "thig ques-

tion is of such fundamental importance that in case I.do not get agree-"

ment of the Plenum, I ought. to carry'it into the Party Congress, and
befpre ‘that announce the existing disagreement in the faction of our:
party at the coming congress of the Soviets" which was scheduled be-
fore the Party.Congress. mo Trotsley, who supportei him, he wrote in-
the same vein: . ", ,we will nged s short exposition of our disagree-

ment (with the Céntral Committee) before the Party frastien of the. *-
‘eoming ¢ongress of the Soviats. IL T cad, I will write one, ‘and -

should be very ?lad if you would do the aame thing. ' Vaecillation on
this question will do us untold injury." 4 o

Other sxaﬁplaﬁ can be cited, Whht has been quoted is sufficient to

establish Lenin's attitude. Lenin'g coneeption was that -the authority

of & leadership depended on its defense of Marxism and could not be
Ased by it to attack Merxism. Hence the diseipline of the leading
tody ceased for him when this body attacked or departed from Moarxism
°n eny important questish, S
The gist of his attitude was expressed in a practical w;& by Trotsky
in his letter to the members of the Central Committee s Central-

Control Commission, October 23rd, 1923. Trogsky degcribes how Lenin - .

Wrote an article for Pravda proposing to reorganize the Commissariat
of Workers and Peasants Inspectier, Stalin's domain. The Political

Buresu was reluctant to Irint it., Trotsky says; "The chief -argument -

Which.induced them.-to print the Eﬁqiﬁlﬂ'““‘- at an article by Laq_.’l.;i- :

could not be ¢oncealed ' from the p ty ‘in any ease," -

3) Da'not do as the Left Opposition did from 1924 to 192R-submft to
bureaucrady in the name of discipline on the ground that the party -

is Marxist, 1In reply to Trotsky's "Lessons of October" 3talin, Cin-'

oviev and Kamenev opened the famous "literary diascussion" of ﬂﬁEi-EE

" in which Trotsky's roint of view was distorted and 8landered in the

entire Soviet press and abroad. Trotsky protested and submitted.
In 1925 Eastman. published Léninls testament and exposed Stalin's

- Suppression of i1t. The Stalinist Political Bureau demanded of Trot-

sky that he deny the existence of the document and repudiate Eastman,
Trotsky did. In the Plat}‘_o.r-m of the Lert Oppoaition they wrct.e in'
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i - 1827: "On the question of the Chinese Revolution, a guestion of world
importance, the .Gentral Committee has not printed up to the present
time one word off what' the Opposition says. After shutting the 1id
down tight on the parnty, and ‘eutting off the Opposition from the. par-
ty press, the Stalinfgroup carries on against us' en uninterrupted er-
- gpment----." The Stalinists suppressed’ for years. The Left Opposi=
tion protested and submitted. For Years the Stalinists appointed and
remoyed the leaderships to and of the parties of the C. I, The Left
ﬁpyngitian pmtaatad:—md,aubmitgaﬂ. The Left Opposition .wae-. removed
ffnmnpouta,'hnunduﬂland persecuted, EEEp.Larﬁ Opposition protested and
ed,

* . submitted. The Stalinists-betrayed English General Strike. The
Left Opposition protested'and submit The Stelinists betrayed ths
Chinese revolution of 1925-27, - The Léft Opposition protested amd - .
Would have submitted had not the Stalinists acted declsively ageinst . -
them. According' to the testimony of Trotsk; self in his putobiog- .

. : raphy,’ the. leadership of the Left Qpposition permitted-itself to be -
erprested, imprisoned and exiled. Trotsky, too, made. no'résistance.
~ They protested and submitted. The workere proteatéd. But there. was
ro leadership. So they submitted,  too. After their exile "It was ,
- proposed to give to the GPU the possibility to’follow our inner 1ife;
and to see which one was ineclined to cepitulatge=--", (Czse of Leon
Trotsky, p. 331). el

The conception ‘of discipline of the Left Opposition. was the.opposite

of Lenin's, It called for submission to Te sionism and burocratiec
meesures to enforce it as long as in their - t the aorganization

&5 a whole was still Marxist..  This congceptlon: therefore implies the .
cohablitation of Marxism and revisionism. This formula leads in prac-
tice to the exclusion of the possibllity of overcoming revisionism

and burooracy in a Marxist organization by an uncompromising struggle
for Marxism (Lenin's practioce ; and leads to the development of capit-
alatory and defeatist tendencies; for it ‘posits deeisive aetion on ths.
initiative and responaibility of the Marxists only when the organiza--

" tion'is hopeless, that is to say, only when Marxism is already defeat-
ed, : - iy

4j. Since Marxism inecludes the theory and practice of demoeratic cen-
tralism Lenin's attitude must be applied to revisions in this sphere,
foo, When discipline is invoked by a leading body tof enforece viola-
tione of either the demoeratic centralist contents of demoeratic
centralism, its discipline is null end void. Rejection of spch dis-
cipline is not a _violation of democratic centralism but a defense of
it. A serious organization willinﬂnpt this. conception and provide
channels in its basic documents ite structure for the defense of
democratic centralism egaeinst such = contingency. :
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REI'VQLT is published to present the _Fdeas}dnf Marxism to the
working dlass. The aim of Marxm is to overthrow the capitalist
system, and establish a workers government. REVOLT: is dedi-
cated to that purpose. : 4

L

To overthrow capit% the Mrkers‘\neema revnlutian;;'y party.
All existing parties are non-Marxian. REVOLT agitates for the

_creation of a new-Communist party in this country and on a wiorld

scale. It agitates fér the creation of a Comimunist Fourth
International . 1 e :

To overthrow capitalism, to build revolutionary party the Marx-
ists must tell the workers the truth about the world they live in.
REVOLT exposes the. rottenness of capitalist society and will ax-
plain the connection between the daily struggle of the oppressed

for bread and their need to overthrow the capitalist system in or-

der to obtain it.

We are living on'the eve of the outbreak of the second world war,

REVOLT agitates against the war before it breaks out and aftter it
has begun. REVOLT will agitate for the defeat of the arm and
navy of the American imperialists as the means of transfo ing
the imperialist war into civil war against capitalism., i
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