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FILITARISN ~AI™D ~ AMCRICAN IMPERIALI 5M

This pamphlet is based upon Marxian material dealing vith
Militarism., Part of the theoretical material was obtained from
the thesis on this question adopted at the foundation con~
vention of the Revolutionary ‘iorkers Leagye of United States
and material of the Young ‘orkers League, Written in the fali of
1940 the pamphlet brings up todafe our position on the question
of Militarism in the United States,
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2 THE NATURE OF MILITARISM

. Militarism means more than merely the exploiters' armed force.
14 is the product of a certain stage of development of the capitalist
state when the economic contradictions reach an acute stage and the
‘sntagonism between ite productive forces and markets cannot be reoon-
oiled in the normal way. To the degrece that this process continues

pegatively, the military arm of the exploiters' state must more and
gore engulf the population in its power. This militariem is used to
revent internal class explosions and is for external conquest on the
C.m of imperialist needs.

. In the main it is a product of thas larze capitalist nations;
Wt any small capitalist nation caught in the same orbit will witnass
the developnent of militariem as & national polioy--such as for exam-
ple the countries of tho Balkans.

i Militarien ei§nifies a stage in the capitalist nation when
'the military arm, in its proportional might in relation to the other
‘institutione of the exploitere' superstructute, stands out for its
'predoninance, and often take¢s on the aspect of an inetitution "above"
.po0lety.

Jﬁ Militarism does not rerely mean the arned forcds of the ex-
;‘loiters‘ state, All exploiters'! states have arried forces to defend
'the rule of the masters. But even such a powerful country as the
Tnited States was not classified as a nation that had succuubed to
‘pllitarisn up until the present period. In fact, it was argued by
!ﬁ“otnon-uarxiats that Militarisn would not develop in the United

' Btates.

MILITARISM IN THE U,S,

; In the early poriod of Arerican imperialisn, nilitarisn was
‘mheard of; yet the United States' oxploiters riaintained sufficient
wrued forces to kecp control of society. Today with the decay of cap~
talist Anerica, militarien threatens to engulf all aspects of social
And individual life.

p In & capitalist country where r:ilitarisc. has not yet obtained

;{ﬁl hold, the life bf the individual dan proceed as a "free unit", as

‘Mo "rugged individual"; but under capitalist riliterisrn the individu-

Al is regiuented, and is subordinated to the needs of the army.

o To summarize, then: Militarism is a product of an exploiters'
Moiety; the needs of a minority to hold in subjection the mejority

hen the decay of & nation drives it into military battles, class warse

é ,<5. wars of conquest.

! In the transition toward a stateless society, in the period of
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, the base and causa for militarism
8 eliminated and to the degres of dsvelopment towaxd scclaliem the
;ry base of coercion further undermines the noed of the states' armed
droes .,
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k, In & country of Transition Economy in decline; suoh as the
foviet Union; the negative forms of military control will davelop to
{ho degree of disintegration of the Workers State. BSuch is the case
Poday under Stalinism. But this negative military development is no
wore "militariem" than tho latost seizuros of new torritories, is "Red
Isperialien". The forms are alike, but tho material base, the axis is
difforsnt. We not only fight Militarism and its eoonomic base ~ oapi-
telism, Wo also fight the warping of the Red Army, the whole military
#iructure of Stalinism whioh is nogeting the coonomis bass.

MILITARISM AND AMERIOAN IMPERIALISM

A To many people Amorica's preparation of the greatest military
stobine in history comes either as a surprise, or an inevitable resuls
,"'N¢31 aggression®. Nothing 1s farther from the truth,

O The present military preparations of Amorican Imperialism (oon-

fg:iﬂion. 16 billion waz budget, world's largest navy, eto.) do not

e

86 out of the olear eky, nor are they oaused by the immediate de-
g:%opmentl of the rialist war, These milituristic devglopuents
AP0 the LOGIOAL EXTENSION of o process that huas been in aotion for
i years. The epecific mass milit devolopments teday arc, as we
#hall show in detall, the logical result of & goneral, woll-organigzed,
E tully-proparod,pian. ,

I . :

“ Hore is what we said over four years ago: "Militucrism has

11y developed, until now it loocus up &8 o poworful fuotor in the

rican state structure, yect this doveloprent has takon place without

full recognition becauss it hus tuken on iﬁgg;g; forus, unlike those
iveloped in the classical militarism of ope .,

1 'Andriaan Imperialism is unable to extend its position and
Ty out ite poliocy of 'organizing the world! without the extension
W militarism to giant proportions.®

L It is precisely this "extension of militarism to glant propor-
Be" that is being ocarried out today. And for the reason, as stated

"to ocarry out the policy of 'organizing the world!"---The AmerTi-
f orialist giant, faced with the contr iotions of the decaying
Ppitalist systom must move to strengthen and extend its prescat werid
nomio etrength by greater political control; it must assuue deci-
78 hegemony on a world scale IF it is to survive as a capitalist
loiter state, That is what the present nilitary noves of the Amer-
a0 bourgeoisie nean. The talk about "dofonse against aggression® is
‘Buwch twaddle te cover this elcuentary faot.

(] We shall analyze in detail the "speoial forus" of Auerican
Witarisn and trace their dovolopuent to their present "giant proper-
* in order to show thas it 1¢ for the ’“’E::ﬁ@°’ such world or-
Mization, and that alone, that the Areriocan fgooisie now noves to

o COMPLETE MILITARIZATION OF THE ENTIRE LIFE OF NATION,

i
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"~ puoh complete militarization is far more drastio than in 1917-1918
pimarily becauss the decay of American Imperialism, and the faot that
t¢ alms of world conquest are more pronounced., In the previous war,
nly & minority of the pcpulation was directly affected. In the pre-
nt military struoture for the present imperialist war all the people
111 be subordinated to militarism, will be direotly caught in the war
poves of American Imperialisnm.

! THE MILITARY FORCES OF THE U.8, BOSSES
1§ In the past the American Imperialists have maintained only a
'vory small standing army, and they have tried to olaim that this shows
'4hey had no imperislist intentions. Exactly the opposite is true, as
|¥he present developments indiocate. Their entire struoture was a ske-

Jefon structure for a giant military machine.

1§ :
i .
| Here is the way it worked: *The military forces of the United
8tates have a special crganizational structurs to fit the needs of the
peouliar development of the United States. Besldes the Amy, Navy,
ond air-corpe, the Government has the Marines as the eea army, espo-
slally constiruoted for colonial and overseas wars. Besides this ro-
gular foros, they have a special bourgeois militis, formerly the home
- juard, organized by the states, now organized as a national guard
\prior Yo the recent bill - ed.) whioh give the state & suffioient
latitude for self-sxpression, but at the same time keops the Guard un-

dor the oontrol of the national government.

o "Tre National Guard has been the main force for strikebreaking
Wtivity and elthough a hatred of, and opposition to the bourgeois
allitia has devsloped in the working oclass and the trade union move-
B8nt, the same groups are supportors of the regular armed forces of
dmerican Imperialisa. This civision betwsen the use of the National
fuerd for sresial purposes and the regular army, has served as a 'fire
Bocr! end uau choked %he fires of working olass-hatred from spreading
%0 & goneral oppreiticn to militoriem as a whole.

N "A whole eeries of other military forms, concealed and open,
e used as focdors for the progran of the militarization of the Amer-
%an werkers. The Boy Sooute, R.0.T.C., summer training cemps (C.M.
+0,), C.0.C. camps, end other forms are used, and are slowly penetr
ABg every avenue of publio life with the spirit of militarism.

: Further revsons for these "special forms® were given in the
f0uth dooument: "The imperialist nations of Oontinantal Furcpe are elil
r3ctly bounded by powerful rival imperialists. In the ovent of wer,
ich mey begin withcut being declared, these nations will iumediately
called upen to throw large standing armies into the field cf bat~
18, The UiB, on the other hand is separated from ite pewerful rivals
Y thousands of wiles of nsean: The U.8, 18 bounded on the north by
&hads wiich is under the domination of American bank capital and 1n]
Y eveny i¢ no militery threat. On the south is Mexico, whioch is in

-



5‘.11 respects a semi-ocolony of Ameriocan Imperialism. For these reasons
e U.S. cean afford to manoeuver in a manner impossible to other im-
perialist nations. At the same time, this laok of direct colonial em-
pire which on the one hand eliminates the need for armies of ocloanizl
oooupation, ie also a grave dsfect in U,S, Imperialism, whioh it must
wwentually remedy. The countries of South and Central America are al-
-po8t all virtual colonies, but here again the U.S. Imperialists have
s advantage over thelr rivals. The oolonial powers of Europe must
‘have large armies of oococupation in their oolonies. The U.8, can de~
pend more on the power of the dollar and its agents in the ocolonial

gcuntries.

i "Far from adopting a non-imperialist policy, therefore, the
imerican bourgeoisie arec following a vory wisc impecrialist polioy. 1If
i$ is not necessary to koep a large standing army, then (a) it is un-
g&lo to assuwc the responsibllity and exponse of feeding and caring

or millions of young men under armse; (g§ the bluff of "peace-policy"

¢an be kept up longer; (o) why put millions of young workers having
intimate relations with striking workers under arms unnecessarily?

f "In form, therefore, the Amerioan bourgeoisie has the smallest
bilitary force among the imperialist nations. Esnentiall*, howevezr,
$he U.E. has the lergoet military apparatus in the world.

This was written in 1935.

" It is obvious from the above that the new military measures
P:e & part of a well-prepared plan and strategy of American Imperial-
ism. Now that the Second Imperialist World War is entering it: sscond
zear, with the viotories of Gormany in Europe and the decline cf +taa
dritish Empire, American Imperialist muet begin at onos to develon its
Bilitary mechine for the wmilitary ocntrol of the eniire Wesisori fonis-
phere, for deoclsive uilitary struggle with the European~controlling
Yoramany, as the preludes to decislive struggle for oontxol of isln.

the bourgacieio now proceeds to put flesh on the skeletcn strunture of

the nilivary machina.

k ' " ’ .
i Lat us texe up one by one tha "speoial forms" of "putting ucat
bn the eskeleton® sad trase thelw dovelepuens.

. 1 .. CONSOPIPTICN 49D THT LPHY
| The Coneorlption BLll is a majer step cn “he rond oI UMFLETE
BEGIMMITATION LND MILITARIZATION Of Hh¢ entiso poenie ant. tuail aitl-
Yitioe; 1t will nosn the begimnings of an cpon nilitary &iotuuonanip

Ovar tao workewe i Oppreo:esd LAIE0S.

Tho Adninistzot! on sars this is ncoessary owing t¢ Ritlew's
Yiotrries wrd the accd rar dsfemssi, Tals s o prizan 2330 oo

TS oCugtErpiion wene Jdrarted loag ago; Mo Dar plang vard 300

2aG. An 3231, =6 u uatter of faldh. Coneoripiism ie actihlug "aow",
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' '?gi'zt is the EXTENSION of militarism by the American boss class.

. Consoription flows logiocally from the “speoial aspeots" of the
ious military struoture. This is the wcy we analyzed it three

Sears ago:

o "Military equipment needs man-power to handle it. The key te
#his apparent oontradiotion is indicated in the statement in the re-
£t O0f the Seoretary of War to ths President of the United States
the great "peace-lover", Roosevelt) fer 1935; ‘Soidiers withous offi-
B8 ecn more useless than ofiicers withous soldiars, for traired of-
gers oan take men off the gtreocts and muke soldicys of thsm, wallo
sre wiidout offisers are iiillie Yetiur tnm. & wch. Ile suscess
f a0 arny depends on having an adequate number of ireined cfriccre.r

¢ "The standing army has at present (1937) 13,088 officers to
245,838 enlisted men. This makes it one officer to every 13 orlisted
gen. This sot-up is tremcndousiy top-heavy with officers. The L.S.
irny 18 a sikcleton army of imparialiet aggression. When the +ime
pgoues, these oflficers wili take the workers from factory and sireet
Bé make soldiers of thew overnight.®

.. Now, "the time has coma". And the Roosevelt Administration,
@apably sarving the interssts of the American Irpsvialiste, is enzaged
3 oonsoripting the beet uan-power of the nation v0 Luild a tromeadcus
gtanding army of millione. It is a plan that wes worked ou$ yeaers ago
gnd 13 now being put into practice in order to developr an army of CF-

EENSE throughout the world, not a "defender® of the Continental United

giatos, as is claimed by Mossrs. Roosevelt, Willkie & Oo.
2 3 - THE LARGEST NAVY IN THE WORLD

£ _ The development of capitalism meant the development of the
oeld market. By land and by soa the world was oovered with trade
goutes by whioh commoditics might be transported, and the capitalist
goonomy dsvoloped. Militarisu, and eepecielly its marine as»ects,
#ears a oinse connsction tc thie process. By reason of its sontrol

@i the eocas after tho defoat of Spain, England was in a position waere
@8r capitalist struoiure oould be developed to a leading world poei-
gion., The rise of the British Navy which "ruled the waves" was merely
gne son-pover militurism expression of the might of the British ocapil-
Rlist econcmy. _

E
b

E - Today, after twenty yours of the fiercest rivalry and competi-
Hon betwcen Brituin and the U.S., the fermer finds hevself in tha
krodox of the rising might of Gorman Imperizlisa which by force of
Ime threatens ite very exis%ance. A Geimaa vistory would mean the
8plroement of the Anglo-American irner-imporialis% antagoniem, with
ermary assuming the rolc of contender for world domination with +he
niicd Bt§tes. This has not yct oocourrcd, but it i1s in tha prosess
ocourring.
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. In relation to sea-powey, thie mnrens that the lmerican Nevr

- just be developed to a cloar posiiicn of world puprenacry if 1t lg w0

" [pe able to beooms tha heir cf the ESritieh Znpirs and rurther, o s
pume complete world dominance. The Amvrican Irperlaliete have bsen
gware Of tLis for ysarc, and they nave been developing a Navy whioh

ven today is "seoccnd 40 none®, inciuvding Britain's. Indeed, the com-

bined naval foroces of Gormany, Itely and Japan are NOT adequate to
gontend with America's soa-powor.

; But this does not prevent the American Imperialists from "dis-
‘sovering" that thoy havc only & "onc-ocean" navy; this is the usual
toara rropeganda to deocive tho people into support of the tremendous
8 billion dcllar appropriation for more naval power — the "greatest
wavy in the world". In reality, even if the British Navy falle, (de-
#pits the agreoment of tho Empire that it will not surrcnder 1t$, +he
Jucrican Navy could etill "defond" the Continent against attaok. Buib
$he zral roueon for rullding a Wtweo-ccean® navy ls 0 be able Yo si-
multarccusly carry on CFFINSIVE naval struggls in both oceans, 1f no-
ves3ary, in order to try te dumlnate Asla, Afrila, 68 well 28 comnlate
sponteal of Nergl end Scath Amarica, no mattesr ii all the cthe™ osa3ls

1 : : : : . .
are orpuooed 1o it., This 1s the rsal purpcss and alnm af ihe naved

\."rl“ el
plaas, Pz from "dafensa® of the Hemlsphsre, it Le four the doadliessd
Meperislist offenes ¢ Gy 1o buing tle vasd celoulsl wovid into the

ibrbiﬁ of Arerigsn expioiietion. To Lave wellid hegeusny, Amnsrican im-
Pperiail st

am gt have & navy capabls of dominating tae eeas aguinst tho
eomhined nsvies of all other powers, Uncle Sam thus drope his foTnsr
cglogun of & "navy second tc none", in faver of the more aggrescivs pie
licy, - "he Lnugses Navy in the World”.

34

»

’ - 0f enanial Lrportsncs in thie connection is the recently oon-
{oludﬁd errecrant with Rritain whewshy the U.S. ob%ains the right to
Jgaincuver in sag Singaporsd raL. 'he Sivgapcrs roxtifications of
Eritain are the Gibreliar of thae Esev. Thess gaina by American Imper-
dalinr glve 1% tig entre to Asla just as tho Panama Canal gave the
first tig cponing to csutrel or South america.

f . 2 -~ THE DRIVE FOR WORLD AIR SUPREMACY
o The expericnces of the Hitler blitzkriegs havec shown the ef-
foativonass ¢ &ir werfars a3 a Jdoninant factor of military offense.

Arsrican Tazporielism apacunses 1t3 doYemminassion to build 50,000

o~
-l

Plavee (Uivided beiwesn the Army and Navy divielons of the air forces)
wateh wiil give it tho mighticst air forco in the world. It has the
graateal productive rlant aad technigue and reeources to attaln this.
Agasir., w2 hoar only of the noceesity of Fdefonse’. But it is yet to
ba alews evon frou & 2ilitary poiat of view, thas the bombing of this
Continrit i3 Tcasible frow air tases in Eurcpa, Fven if this werse 89,
t5e rsverre hclds equalliy true. And the anacunead prafersnce by Beore-
aries Yoizacn-and Frox for hundrods of tao so-called "flying fortrses-
es®, capable of 3,000 ulls non-stop flighte with tons of boubs, again
“shows that Ameriocan Imperialism is proparing not for defense, but for
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~ determined OFFENSIVE air warfare on a world scale.
4 - THE MARINES ~- SCOURGE OF COLONIAL PEOPLES

The infantry force of the Navy, the well-trained, finely e~
‘quipped Marine Corps has been used with deadly effectiveness by Ameri-
oan Imperialism to orush colonial revolts and secure its imperialist
polioles throughout the globe.

Especially has this besn true in relation to South Amerioca
{Ouba, Mexico, Nicaragua, San Domingo, etc.) in the past. And while
$he present Administration has used, and is inoreasing ite use, of the
power of the dollar (with its Export-Import loans, et0.) as the first
vespon to extend ocontrol, it 18 dertain that the Marines will again
be oalled upon when neoessary t0 seoure and maintain American invest-
monts, and to inoreasc them. That is why the presont plane for mili-
tary offensive will sec an inorcase in the num.rical and unilitary ef-
feotiveness of this foroe, whioh will undoubtedly be used time and
tins again in the future to drown in blood the struggles of the ex-
ﬁoited. colonial paeoples for lideration. Throughout the years the

fines havo always symbolized the gggrensivg luperialist ains of

Anerican Imperialism and the present developments ocertainly give added
sonfirmation to the fact that this will be even wore true in the fu-
fure. The big stick is bound to folluw the *good neighbor®.

§ - THE NATIONAL GUARD - "PRE-QONSCRIRTION" CONSCRIPTION

£ 8o determinsed was the Administration to immediately earry
Shrough its giant nilitary plans that 1t divided the bills so that op~
position would be separated. The calling up of the National Guard ine
%0 active military service is the first step of oconsoription before

8otual conscription is inaugurated. This act has significance in a
tunber of ways: :

b First, from a militery view, 1t inoreases the armed forces to
fde point where, according to roliaﬂle bourgoois military observers,
it is almost adoquato for "defense®. But this is only the first ste
for oonsoription to build an army of 3 million men - (again proof that
At will be for OFFENSE). L

N Becond, now that the National Ouard is being ocalled inte ace
ﬁlvo service, pew 19;&; of nilitary forces will have to be developed
against the working olass. Alrcady the American Logion and other such
%8s oclass groups arc busily at work on plans to mobilisze "hone
fuards”, (and a bi1ll for this is before Congress) otc. - boss oon-
$rolled military foroes that can de used to orush all militant working
Olass and radical activity, and of course, can be supplemcnted by the
Yogular armed forcos if nccossary, : '

; Third, the inocorporation of the Guard into the fodsral arny,
Wus complotely eliminating their control by the states, is & further

B e e s
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yndication of the "Europeanization" of American society in the mili-
tary sphare; in this instance, a step to destroy the ocumbersome and
pontradictory multi-state divisions of authority, and centralize the
‘pilitary forces under national oapitalist control. :

- Fourth, the oalling up of the Guards will result in the devel-
opment of many morc officcrs (both from the Guards and Reserve Army *
Officers who have somctimes manned them in the past) who will, in
turn, be used to train the raw reoruits of the draft.

5 - "THE FEEDERS" OF THE WAR MACHINE

As pointed out in the previous dooument, the bosses have care-
fully developed secondary forces of militarism, both by developing
idenlogical "patriotism" and preparing for actual military service.
‘The Doy Scoute, where & boy joins at the age of 13, and is pumpsd full
of patriotic ideology and taught to respect discipline, is such a
#feeder" for the war machine.

The R,0.T.C. in the high schools and colleges has been a very
dmportaat method of providing military training to millions of youths,
and espedially for developing reserve officers who will be able to
train the raw consoripts. _

Similarly, the C.M.T.C. has served to draw other youths into
summer training, who will likewise be botter oannon-fodder for the
oonsoript aramy. :

C.C.0, PART OF WAR MACHINE

- Of even greater importance now is the Civilian Consarvetlon
‘Corps for unemployed youths, When this was firet estahlichad, uany
ibeungecis "liberals" praised Roosevclt to the ekies foir hie ‘aunanld-
steriarieu”, But now it beo¢mes evident, es wo pointed oul fawni, that
thic was part and parcel of the war preparations.

g An Associated Press despatch amply proves this: "Although the
“Civilian Conservation Corps is no% a military organization, Diractor
Janss J., McIntee declared today that it has proved to be an excellent
‘training ground for young mén reaching military age."

The whole purpose of the C.C.C. has been to take unemplcyed
.Youthe in the process of bqooming demorelized and enterirg the luipen-
sproictariat, which would b¢ costly from the point of view Oor crlaw,
&0l othar youth who would Bjave become radicalized because ox tnaelx
coulitions under capitalist decay, and "build them up", iansulil them
‘wilh discipline, so that they will be better potential soldiers. ~
Just as Germany has done through her youth organizations.

 MoIntee's report is also significant in that it etates that 70%
of all enrollees were sub-standard in weight and had to be fed well in

A —————— bt A
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" order to get up to normal weight. Here is ample proof of the r@ttenp
sas of the "‘merican way" whers the mejority of unemployed youth are
suffering from malnutrition. BSo Roosevelt feeds them, but only %o

pake thom better canncn fodder, since a great percentage of phyesical
rejeotions from the army ‘are becauss of mainutrition.

He feeds them to prepare them for the army, A great number of
0.C.C. boys wiil be drafted., Others, doped by military training, and
oW being fed with gropaganda lscturns and movlics, eic,, eave anliz2ting;
later the entire C.C.C. will be inoorpcrated en masse into the army.,

YRELIEF® PROGRAM FOR WAR PURPOSES

Likewise the W.P.A, and N.Y.A. progrems woere originally de-
‘#igned es a part of tho war nashine, ard only now ie thls fast beoom— .
ing apparant, although tha Earxictas pelated 1t sut yeers agn, Her-
prgtoa, the head of the W.P.4A, has issucd a repors bragginq aboul
‘$he oontributions of the W.P.A. for over fivs yezrs in fdevensen,
Jhuiiding alr-ports, arsenals, etc., and he promisce %o inorease tials
woIk, .

: And he imuediately starts to make good his proniso by estab-
- Jiehing "National Leferse® projects to train workers for ekiliecd and
ul-srdlled jobs in irdustry. If workars in tactorisa are deaftcd,
$hesu men will taks thoiw piace. If these W.P.4. workars LLQ Grexnudd,
fuelr vooational training will be of use in the mechanized furces or
the arnmy, .

¥ In relation to those workers on relief, although the seri-
ftarvation food budget has injured their aeslth to t2e pulnt wiere
seny will nct ba ac23pted in the army; it ie evident thot E2ON Clie
$idble workers on relief wiil be told to "join the army---0r sinres?,

} Moreover the present food stamp plan, while eeomingly eecarated
Tom militarism, in reality, is a part and parcel of tas miiltary ire-
lue; for it forces all workers on rollef to buy at oceriain sscrai:
ith soript. "It is enother form of regimontation of this sectisn of
foclety; it is a forerunner or the German and British raiion oards,
ln the near future for the whole population,

1 , : _
P What is trus of W.P.A. is equally true of N.Y.A., where "vooa~
ﬂﬁonal training® projeotes are but & step to the army.

MILITARISM AND YOUTH

’ The prongs of militariasm affcot the youth prebably mnza $han

Wy other nirate of the Werking olass, Killlene »f Asmoiican roath

beva fox sears Jels the ravagor ©F vepitalisT Ciemr geor Che xnlllion
o swen anertsioyed, andther nalf millioa esch Vet praduetineg frun ‘
Sehool ans nog rading jebes, othere working fox an arvarsee reetly

Ngs of $1.3-14, with no prospect of advancemeni, part 0 tae uniapleyed

4

'?;
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'coralled into the W.P.A.,, C.C.C., N.Y.A., etc. whioch, ae has been ex-
plained, are part of the war machine. »

Hundreds of thousands of these youth will be conscripted for

- the battleficld, others will bo subjected to forced leabor under mili-

tary control in industry and agriculture. No possibility for a nor-
mal life, for the cconomic and social faocilitios to get married, "get-
tle down" and be a useful force in society is open to these youth un-
der capitalism today., Only military service in army =and frotory faces
them. Instead of offoring jobs and sscurity, dcoay ctspitalism oxn
only offer a gun and de:.th to the locked-out generation,

These youth must be won to o revolutionw.ry struggle for their
nesds. By propaganda and action the revolution:ry Mirxists must ox-
pose «nd comb:it the influences of ospitulist dsoay wnd militurism cver
the young workers and win them to buttlc for the workers society.

THE NEGROES AND MILITARISM

The Negro masses, constituting about one-~-tenth of the national
population, face the most vicious double exploitation - first as work-
ers, and scoond the vicious Jim Crow opprcssion (opun and brutal in
the Bouth, "oonocaled" but just as deadly in thu North).

. Many Negrous wcre fooled in the last war by tho bossocs! premise
‘of equality "aftcr" the "war for domocracy". Thuey served in the army
;and found the same Jim Crow rcstrictions, werc given the dizties’ work,
(hard labor, scrvant work, otc.) and often were the first tc ha 8acTi-
ficed on the battlefield when the arm-chair generale had to accocaplish
‘4 "manoeuver". Then, when the survivers returned heme, tacy rcouad tho
‘same Jim Crow oppresseion. Indced, they wers "ordercd" to take 37
‘their uniforme: thorc werc many instanocs where angry moks Soscivly
‘8tripped Ncgro soldicrs of thelr uniforms insisting that thoy onoco
morc acocpt thoir Jiu Crow status.

e Tho duprcssion has scvorsly hit the Nogro masscs, who arae the
firet to be fired, thc last to be rchircd, who facc rclicf and W.P.A.
idisorimination, live in destitution, misery, discaso and starvation.

; And for gll its talk, thc Administration has donc practioally
‘nothing to romedy those oonditions; and now, along comcs tho capital-
ist regime with more promisce, this time with the samo old telk abeub
"aquelity" in the army. This is the answcr -of tho bossos t0 the vi-
64 e d>uble exploitation of Negro workcrs - not a word, not an action
‘¥ ord the misery, hunger, disorimination, torror - but only thc pro-
fmiao that sincc the Negrocs are 1/10 of the population, thon 1/10 of
the oonsoript army will be Nogrocs! "Equality" indeud! The Negrocs
Will be givon oqual opportunity to die on the battleficld for the
‘Profit system that doubly oppresscs thom! And oven this diesgraccful
‘0ffor is furthor muddicd by the faot that the samc Jim Crow Giviesloean
Will still be maintainod in the Arwy, that Nugro regiments will be
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~ segregated, that as in the last war, the Negroes will do the dirtiest
work and often be the first to be slaughtered.

The double exploitation of the Negroes is thus heightened and
intensified by militariem. The Negro masses must be given guidance
in the struggle to end these conditions, to fight againet uilitarism;
they must not be allowed to be deceived agein about "ecuality". Uni-
%y _of black and white workers is essential in tho struggle against
militariem; the Negroes must be won as workers to revolutionary strug-
gle espucially as it affeots the militarism structure, and take their
p%ao: in the vanguard of the revolutionary battles of the working
olass, |

THE POLICE - ANOTHER ARM OF THE BOSS STATE

While the Roosevelt government serves the oapitalists in pre-
paring their military maohine for offense, it does not neglect other
seotions of the capitalist state, inoluding "speoial bodies of armed
men", the police fordes. Just ad8 the Federal Government now takes o-
ver the state Guards, so for years they have been endeavoring to ds-
velop a federal poliap force, and thesy now inorease this activity.
The "G-men", (Federal Bureau of Investigation) which was so glorified
a8 an "anti-orime" agenoy, now shows ite true colors by organizing
special classes for lbcal and state police forosee to train them to
combat "fifth columnists", in reality, all forms of militant and re-
volutionary working dlass activity.

The government calls for, and is preparing, special legislation
to supplement the existing anti-working olass laws, to ocozbat &ll
forms of militant and revolutionary aotivity that might endangcr tae
‘Wilitary preparations of the imperialists. -~ This i8 going on Geapitie
campaign promises to maintain labor's "frcodonm".

Id the course of the next period this will moan the cobmpleie
Orushizng of the democratic rights of the working olass, inciludiag all
its gainé, the right to striko, 40-hour waeek, wags standurds, €%C.

All in the namo of "defense", tut in reality for offensivc strugzle of
the Ameriven busses.

- It must be pointed out that those police forces differ f£rom a
oconscripted army in that they are professional anl rermanent agsncies
0f the bobses against the workers; they will always serve il I3a7-
‘%ionary interests of the capitaliets. The malor parts of %ic Consrrip-
Yed army, composed of workers, will be won over to revolutiongry STVUZ-
gle;, but the pulice will alwaye have to be fough%,(elthovgy widd w
favorable relationship of forces in a revoluticnary povicC, wht work-

- Ors may be able to neutralize seotiohs of them), In the m3 2t i3,

they constitute a viciols agenoy of the boss state to crush all work-
ors' rights and eliminate opposition to the war of imperialist ofiense.
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THE MILITARY MEASURES PROVE IT IS FOR OFFENSE

We have already pointed out the political-economio reasons why
- American Imperialism must wage an aggressive struggle for control of
‘the entirs world. We have also indicated above that these various
‘messures are for offense., In ryality, from a revolutionary point of
‘'view, 1t makes no difference wh.thér an imperialist power is fighting
~on its own soil or on that of its opposing robber: it is still a wsar
for profits, for the redivision of the world, for inoreased exploita-
rtdon of the workers and intensified oppression of the colonial masses,
yfor the maintenance of the rotten profit syetem at the expense of the
‘9xploited toilers no matter in what land they mizht be.

; But in the 6&00 of American Imperialism, seperated by two o-
-oeans from its ocontending bandits, it oan be oiearly demonstrated that
:%tc ?%litar%uPreparationc are not for "defense" of ite con:inenta%
“territory, but even from their own military preparations, it can be
shown tha% it is for OFFENSE on a world socale. ’

; A number of competent military obsefvers, all of whom are "good
‘patriots" have made this clear. Wc here present only one typiocal oom-
aentator, Boake Carter, who is one of the most reaotionary bourgois
‘Journaliste and commentators. S '

PROOF FROM BOGS CLASS AUTHORITIES

- He summarizes in his column of Augudt 5th, 1940, a lengthy
"plan of defense" of Hanspn Baldwin, New York Times military expert.
Baldwin points out that Gbrmany, the leading air power, has only
4,000 to 8,000 active combat planes, He declares that a force of
10,000 plapes "plus a 35% reserve" (these gentlemen don't wani to take
any chances for the bosses) would be more than adequata. "Eu% the ad-
ministration is demanding 50,000 planes" says Carter., He bhae to adnit
‘t?;t this is far too many for "defense" and obviously ocan caly be for

Moreover he points out that "ex-Secretary of War Woodring,
¥as forced but because he believed in a Hemisphere defense, but not a
United States military establishment for the wagingz of war in Asie or
Europe”!!! Roosevelt, in other words, fired his War Secretarly bacouee
he wouldn't agrce to prepare for waging war ih Europe or Asia! And he
"brings in Knox who procevds to build thousands: of *hoavy patrol bomb-
ers" oapable of flying thousands of nmiles. ‘

. Morgover, Carter summarizes the question of defcnse, and he
saysi “8b long as the Uaited States controls the ocoan approaches, the
United 8tatus army would 8ec 1ittle action, although successful de-
fonso requires an army."

He goos on to demonstrate Baldwin's observations that "The dif-
fioculty of transporting an army aoross the sea - soven and one-half
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.gons of shipping per man - and of supplying an overseas army of

B0, 00 men - thirteen tons of shipping per man per month ~ is stagger-
'ing." and how! This means that if Hitler tried to invade the United

gtates, as the Administration olaims he will do, for a little army of

50,000 men - less than 5% of the troops he used to oconquer France -

it would require 650,000 tons of sea-transport, and this force would

pave to fight the American Navy whioh is today stronger than the oom-

bpined navies of Hitler and his allie,% and then these 50,000 men would

face an army of 3,000,000 Americans!!!

___SBuch an hypothesis is untenabvle; even considering that Hitler
aight be able to expand his forces. For the United States is not pre-
pating on Hitler's prgség% strength; the imperialists are planning &
yur machine .on. the assumption that 6prman Imporialism will control the
soonomic and milisary resources of Europe. On this basis, American
igperialisa L8 p:t)lrtg!;to g0 the *victor" ons batter by building ah
‘sffensive military maching oapabdble of aggressive action nd matter how

sych Hitler expands,

Further evidence of this oan be found:im the sgresuent with
‘Britain for naval bases in the O."bb.‘ﬂm‘ﬂ‘ab‘$¥g”‘ﬂ.!ﬂcpﬂf.rbi,'!.‘.
well as the important Singepore base; the plans £or joint zmilitary ac-
‘tion with Canada; the strengthening of the fortifications ol the Al~
 leutian Islands off she Alaskan-8ideris coass which is onl b fow

miles from Asis. (IS can hardly be expected that Hitler will "invade"
through here, but the fortifications show thas aggression into Asia
‘18 possidlig)., Many more faots oan be added to prove these points.

Here is prodf, indeed, that such military measures thati Roose-
velt is prepari 28 outlined above) are NOT, and CANNOT bo, ‘for“de~
fense", bus are for brutal, bloody military aggression for the plunder
ind robbery of 1ts 1.-porniut rivals and the oppression and exploite~
ion of the workers and toiling colonisl masses of the .worid.

_ A1 workers and oppressed must resist with their gre'e.teot doter~
aination these war plans of the bosses and their adainistraticn and
‘muet work to turn the impsrialist war into oivil waz, to deztrey these
profitoers and plundersrs and their military machine and state.

MILITARISM IN ALL PHASIS OF LIFE |

In the med sorszbles for empire in the past, only & select sec~
tion of the population was involved. The vast seotions of she opyres-
sed under Chattel Slave and Feudal sooiety were cutsida the orbit of

militarism; their youth were neither drafted nor pormitted ianto tae
armed forces, Even under capitaliom, up until tha rresent period of
Imperialism (da&ing from the tuin of the century) meroenary and volun-
teer armies carried on the battle.

In the first world wan, oonscripf armies played the major role
in battle, but the civilian population was regimented but little, until
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“almost the end of the war. Now with the intensified decay of world
caritalism, regimentation is becoming complete - wilitarism etretches
its hand into the remotest ssotor of activity, into businuse, noume
life, the factory, the family, the oonsumer, ¢tc. In a tragio-litcral
sense the "private lives of all citizons are¢ cancelled". The bourgois
state governs not only what to vat, where to0 go, but evon whore and
how to slecp, where and how to work, the wages of labor, what prices
aré to be paild for commoditius, <to.

It would bc a misteke, however, to conclude from this that
governuunt intorvention in all spheres of 1ife on this unprecedented
militaristic scale is "impartial®™, On the contrary, governrent inter-
vention 1s dual: it strives to protuct and shelter industry and fi-
nance by inorsasing subsidiece, "organizing" the prooess of "big rish
eat little fish" - of gruater monopolics, and ocushioning the shocks of
war; and, on ths other hand, it interferee in the lives of the prole-
tarlat to make cannon-fodder out of it and place on its backs the
ocosts of war and subsidization.

Far from unifying the nation, militarism increascs the cleavage
02 the interests of the two contending classas.

MILITARISM AND CAPITALIST PROFITS

Many people may think that the expenditure of over 14 billions
of dollars for war materials may mean an end to the sconomic orisis,
higher wagee, etc. Exactly the opposite is true a8 the last war
proved. The prescnt war, ocourring twenty years aftur the last, is
decisive e¢xpreesion of the insolvability of the contradictions of cap-
‘italism. In those ocountries where thore was aocelsrated eéxpansion of
the capital goode industries (for cxampls, etusl) becausc of the last
wal and post war developments, the coonomic uffuots of tho orisis wore
moet pronounced. This expansion of the foroce of production incruascd
the gap between the conountration of capital end ths failure t0 devel-
Op nuw sources for tho investuent of capital. Hunoc tho capitalist
nsceselty for tho now etruggle to rodivide the world and the decrvased

profit mass.

Tho orisis whioch now gausus the war arosc preciscly from the
provious war (and its causce) in which the prooces of thc conocntra~
tion of capital without ite simultancous growth only inorcased theso

contradictions - no outlet for this capital could be found. The -
prascnt war ordors - a subsidy to industry and finance -~ will scrve as
@& stimulus to the system in an imuediate sense, but to the degree that
new groduotive forocs are oalled into play, to that degres the already
intolcrable contradiotions, strainad by the last war, will grow immea-
Surably greater, Thus in the process bf blood wnd plundcr, the very
destructive nature of this wholo act will scrve to incr¢zeo the contra-.
d%otibns.f No deonomic sodution for gupitalism is possible a8 & result
eI the wai. ‘ |
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o While no solution i1s possible, it must be pointed out that,

within this framework of decay, American Imperialism ie relatively -
the strongest and most powerful of the imperialist bandite. This is
o great importance in relation to militariem, for in the long run,
4t Lo ot the size or nature of the army that occunte, but the esconomic
-e§gg upon wilch the army rests. Because of its strength, the Ameriocan
curgaoisie can build & powerful army and be in & roelatively more fa~
vorable position to wage offensive war for control of the world.

The bourgzeoisie will attempt to make all they can out of the
wur, eveu though this war mutericlly destroys over 35% of the national
dhoome. The 14 biliion dollurs that are being expended will serve as
& powerful shot in the arm for Amorican ocupitulienm; juet like a shot
of morphine; but the after offeots will bring it to the point of death.

- GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZATION FOR BIGGER PROFITS

A To offset the cost of expansion of war industry faocilitiee and
%0 cushion the shock after war, the Roosevelt government provides extra
meens of rrofit. We deal here with only three of the methods used:

- First, -the so-called amortization program. This is a two-fold
government polioy whereby: (1) The Government {tself will build cer-
tain plante and, while retaining nominal ownership, lease them RENT
FRIE tc the large capitalists, for production of war materials. Suoh
18 Reosevelt's plan, for instance, in relation to airplane expansion;
and zlready the federal government is building seven 30-35 million
dollar munitions plants for DuPont. This means double profit for the .
profit-mongers: the Government pays for building these plants, and then
DuPont and othexd will manufacture war material whioh will be so0ld to
thie same government at a profit, ' "Conscription of industry™ under
oepitalism means government coordination of industry AT A PRICE -

glant subsidies.

.. - _-Becondly, the government has made provisions for plant expansion
‘whereby the cost 6f such expansion by oapitalist outfite is deductidle
fron taxable profits up to 30%, whioch is Just another form of capital
suhsidization by the Government; )

Thirdly, this government subsidization goes primarily to the

biggest capitalist wonopolies; hence it accelerates the economic pro-
cesa of "hig fish eat little fish", of the larger finance ocapital units

grallowing up ever more of the smaller outfits, conocentrating capital
1a fewar and fewer hands,

: BLOODY IMPERIALIST AGRESSION ON A WORLD SCALE;
' MILITARY DICTATORSHIP AT HOME:

Let us now briefly deal with the internal militarist policies

Of the Arerican Imperialists. Not only will there be conscription for
war: thore will also be CONSCRIPTION for industry. Indeed many mil-

i



- 1icne of men AND women who will not be involved ifi military servite
will Le under military rule in the faotories with wages, hours, ahd
pondivicne rigidly ocontroiled by the cepitalist etate and army.

: Here is what Mr. Cherne, well-kndwn bourgeois authority on
. ¥-Day, hes to say: "....as the war develops, increasing oontrols over
1chor will oertainly be exercised....a national war effort will in all
likelihood oall for a surrender of some privileges whioh you now enjcy
under the Wages and Hour Law and the Walsh-Healy Public Contracts iot
«ee 1t seoms, almost certain, therefore, that overtime provisions in
‘the Federal laws will not be able to withstand the pressure of a war-
“time effort....It is certain that women and ohildren will be used to
‘#1411 whatever gaps oocur. The various state and Federal laws that now
‘prevent the employment of children between the ages of 14 and 18 will
"have to be suspended. Women will be allowed (!) to work longer hours
than they are today, while children will be permitted (!) to work in
industries from whioch they are now barred....Wages will certainly rise
«+++BUT remember that in the last war the ocost of living rose even
more rapidly than wages.® ‘ :

This is oclear enough. REAL wages will drop, the right to |
strike and organize will be restrioted, the 40-hour week will disappear,
the government will force you to work where they want you, otherwiee
¥ou willhbe "inducted into the armed forces®, or maybe punished for

treascn', a8 was the ocase in "demooratioc® Franoce. In shor%, all the
gains of the American working class won through bitter struggle over &
hungfed years of battle, will be swept away by the "democratio® govern-
weat ! : :

This will be & oclear-cut open milite dio;ato.:p_.gp_iy_ of the
Aggzlggg'ggniﬁgliggg unctioning through their etate and armad forees.

and, s usuel, they will osll it “demoorsoy'.

But workers must reoognize ite REAL aiotatorial nature, and
the REAL imperialist¢ nature of the war, and muet organize %o fight the
war p..ans, %0 turn the imperialist war into oivil war. '

HOW 70 FIGHT AGAINST MILITARISM

: The fight against militarism is an integral part of the fight
sceinst capitalism, It must be co-ordinated with the struggle for the
¢versnrow of the ocapltalist system and the establishment of a Workers
(ruma'l Government with ite own Workers Army. At every state of tuis
rirazrna, the revolutionary Marxists present a program of aotion that
Lelp# o lead to the goal; at every stago we fight the bosses' state
ard military apperatus, and counterpose the appropriate fcrme of wor-
Lers struggle ia defense of their demooratic rights.

\ Talo ctruggle in ite main aspects was well summarized in the
previcus League document: ‘
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‘ "The working class must expcee and fight sgainet all forms of
pilitarien, In Mirlef this mezun:

vy, Educaio the masses to the real role of militarism and the
esat3.

"3, Crea%e opposition to all forme of bourgecis nllitariem.

"3, Present thoee siogans that lead to actlon fo2 ths demcio~
1ization of the military foroes and the exploiters' siate.

"In ordsr to carry this out the revolutionary vanguard must:

"a. Struggle against the use of the educational syetsu for
militarism. This calls for oppoeiiion to ocmpulsory mililtexy trelning
and for the abolition of th3 R.0.7.C. '

- Fp, Fight against the usec cf unempleyed approrriations for
military purposes. ‘

">, irpose end oppose all forms of militery arpropriations.

fd, Figat againet all forms of the bourgeols militarizetion of
youth, bey sooass, g.c.c. oamps, R.0.T.C., etc., &to. '

Ya, We axre onpessd %o tha (voluntary) joining of the military
furcon, The gu3ction of working 1a the ammy, and calling for the
dnining of ke militery forces, or cr taking a tpeuirel? peeition ca
this rueation, are twe dllfcrens aspects of the problen.

"t. We ave oppesed 0 the drafi fow war pazicds. (And ell the
nere opposed to the presant drafi when war has nod vet been staried
bv the American boesesz.) We fight against tho draft up to the polus
o secneoripiion, peinting cut tiat, Sven 2f ws éo not prsvent i4, Wwo
will greatiy weaken the drive tu militarize the workars fecr the waw

ud he'p the anti-militariet foroes. Af%er the draft takes place, we
are oppceed to Congelentious Objection (13.0.8'), and to indiviiual
£7C annroniet astions againet if. This le a fom of petty-bovrgeo’e
1 ia=aiien. After tne draft takes plecd, We OREDIS oux LECECH. W9
Go omad burey to Jeia the oclors, tus if it ocaanust e avoidsd. WH WEEL
v 2win thi ermy for our oless position., This nersly m2ens ihalb W G-
verdour ulzed siruggle activity to the war frond. ,
) "g, ¥e axe crpuseld o the slogan of 'Draft Lebor end Cepstel?.
Tfﬁs 18 ths tes’s meens of organizing the war on a Yeslly erficiens
LEole for the coplieilet olszss ae a whele, Oapital will coabimig. UD-=
“‘ thie slogan, &® private properiy and the economlic relstlong& Wwi-i
“"4in tor the oreation of surplus value for the CAPITALLUT (end v
¢ ‘'oitation of the workors). ‘

o, "In our opposition to militarism, it ise inocorrach tn tqke the
- \tion that the szoldiexr is a perscn %o ehun and heis. ﬁgiﬂvﬁﬁ S0k
-r soidiers cg nlegyldoad woxieza.  The taotiod o b vEdL agaﬁa.
MgretachnetlaYiLat ave ¥dod as WAEALeLEsgE will very acoording

N o ™ e 2 & -
s Ben QunGltions,

2 B ey : _ of
LN inovs all, the question of militarism atyects the youth of
; | perulation, and must be made & epeciel fightf&g isoue Of the revo-
tary youth organization. This by no me:=a . imJlies that the Zevo-
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"The working class must expcse and fight againet all forms of
pilitariew, Ia hiule? this weaus:

v, Bducaso the masses to the real role of militarism and the
esats.

"3, Crea%e opposition to all forms of bourgecis nilitarienm.

"3, Present thoea miogans that lead to action fn: the demcro~
lization of tha military foroes and the exploitors' stiate. '

"In ordsr to carry this out the revolutionary vanguard must:

%a. Struggle against the use of thé educational syetsu For
militarism. This calls for oppoeiiion to ocwpulsory militexy treining
ané for the abolition of th3 R.0.T.C.

- ®p, Fight against the use cf unempleyed approprlations for
military purvoses,

"y, irxpose end oppose all forus of militery arpropriations.

rd, Iigat ageinet all forms of the bourgeols militarizetion of
youth, bey soeass, C.C.C. oarps, R,0.T7.C., etc., sto. '

Fa. We ave opposad to the (veluntary) joining of the military
furcon, The cusstivu of working ia “he axmy, and calling for tne
juining of ile militery forces, or cf taking a tneusrel" peeition ca
this suestion, ave twe dlffcrent aspects of the problem.

Nt We ave oppesed to the dvaft for war paricds. (And 21l %he
nere opposed tO the presant drafi whan way has nod vet been graried
by the Amerlicen boesesc.) We fight againet ths draft up ©o the polil
0¥ coneoripiion, peinting cut that, Ivea Lf we do not prsvent i, W2
will greatly weaken the drive 4w mlliitarize the workars fcr the war
and help the anti-militariet forces. Af%ex» the draft takes place, e
are orpcead to Conseientious Objection (70.0.s'), and to indivicual
end annIonist astions againet it. Thie le a fomm of petty--povrgen’e
1:tawaiisn. After the draft takes pLecd, we ohangs cur LecuscH. Wy
Ge. nait burzey to Jjoin the oclors, tuw if 1t canntt ho aToildsed, WMo WOIL
vii%in thi srry for our olees pusition., This neraly m2one thal we s
Terd our ulzed struggle activivy to the war fxont. ‘

fs, ¥o axe oopused *o the slogan of 'Draft Lebor end Ceptselt.
Tuis is ths btest maens of crganising the war on a reslly eryiciens
besis for the copltelilet olzss ese a whele, OCapital will oratinng, UD-
cey thie slogan, &8 private property and the econowic relstioik (RN
revala for the oreation of gurpius value for the CAPITALLILT (.ud vhd
explolitetion of the workors).

"In our opposition to militarism, it is incorrect to tg&e the
reeition that the soldier is a perscn to ehun and heis. Egiﬁﬁﬁﬁ 82T of
e3¢ soldlers ce_mloruided wozmgin. The tantics Go bo usel sgaidet

?ﬁ hf.‘@ﬁ&fhﬁx‘é‘}?&é‘“ﬁﬁat are E9oG as WAEALeLESCEREA will vely according

Gl

BICaii~deh oundivions,

*inovs all, the question of militariem atyeote the youth g:,
the novulation, and must be made a spacled fightlig isgue °f the ;°‘°”
lutivnary youvth organization. This by no per~e imJlies that the revo-
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| 1ut%onarytpart§ turne thie work (exnlu:ivelyi overTgo tg;lyouthi The
party must lead the strugple against militariem, e adult workers
‘snd espeocially the women, can be drawn into a genuine struggle as&iﬁct
militarism every availahle force oan be involved in this struggle & -
.geinet imperialist war and for the claes war." : :

THE TRAP OF "TRADE UNION CONTROL"

: Just as we reject pacifism, we must aleo oppose other ooncepts
which, despite their seeming "radiocalness" are equally deadly snares
‘for the workers. Among these is the idea that militarisu ocan be ef-
feotively oombatted by calling for *universal, oompulsary rilitery
training of the working masses, but under the control of the trare u-
nions", Let the government “provide the funds, facilitios end jvechni-
cal instructions, but let the workers' own corganizations be in oharge
of the training camps.'

The strategy whioh we proposs in the strugglo against mill-
tarism aims at smashing militarism by emashing capitsllisa. But this
idea of the boss government training the unica necdase wiuld rasult in
side-tracking the real anti-militarist eitrugglo end enabling the Toe-
ses to retain control. -

This has been amply proved by many unforiuns*s defoats of the
workers. The latest example is the Spanish Oivil Wax whore the work-
ers submitted to control of their armed forces and itheir asms by the
oapitalist state. The result was the smashing of the revclutionary
initiative and struggle of the worksrs, and ths rasonsclidation of
the boss olass armed foroes that finally leed %o tad defaat of the
Revolution. There the workers in a revolution hed *their own armed
forces destroyed and had a new FORM of the sawd <14 nepitalist army
revuilt., Here, where we do not yet heve & revuivtionary eituation and
our o armed workers forces, thie kind of proposal wpuld head off of-
feotive work just as it 1s beginning. o ’

Mot ta . »
' woorationist’ ter of
Moreover, with the present olass colinvorationist oharad |
the trade union ieaderehip such a propcsal would essily enagle ;ho
voeses to retain ocontrol. Men like Lowis, Green, Hiliman, ropr¥i
Tobin, eté. who have endorsed Ameriocan militarism and are ggpgg__g%g
the capitalist war plans, would be more than glad, if neoegsaiy, T o
further serve the bosses by bringing their trade union follow ggn
military camps run by the same officers as under the present D .

- o

| . ity meanse
"yilitary training under trade union ocontrol" in real
military trainigg under the control of the labor-AGENTS of the bossees
-~ behind whom the bosses and their military staff stands.

ni, lass plans
To "oounterpose® this proposal to the present boss ©
can only serve to confuse and disorient workers from & regltggtégllow;
militarist struggle. Such a real strugsle we propose wit
- ing methods and aims:
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THE ARMED FORCES OF THE WORKERS

' These aims are clear enough. In opposition to boes cless nilii-
tarism we summarize these aims by oounterposing the propagends £1ozal

of arming the people. This propaganda slogan of today will towmornaw,

in the pre-revolutionary and revolutionary periods be traneformud in4,
t0 action through the process of seotions of the bosBs army Canlug L7er
to the workers' struggle, through the bullding of armed workers' mili-—
tias, eto. (the dual power armed foroes of the revolutionary workers).
The slogan for the arming of the people is advanced now to poin%t the
way to this goal and prepare for the disintegration of the bosuo siate
and armed foroes. ,

. Buoh armed foroes of the workers would be organized on the
broadest demooratic base under ocouncils of workers ond s851ll0vE.
These foroes would be transformed into the workera' azuy egaiiel the

8tanding boss class army and polioce foroe. The etruggle for Weikers!

Councils is a struggle against the capitalist armed foroae end 1% o
step on the road towards the organization of a Woerkese' #ed Asry. The

. development of these forces will facilitate the building of osuch a
. Workers Army after power is selzed.

P

As the previous dooument states:

"We are against militarism, and we are for the abolition of
the armed foroes 6f the exploiters, forces that ars recrulted from

" workers and farmers, oontrolled by officers of the oxploitera, 8L97a~
ted above the working class as an instrument of BuUNDIEASLOn, ALd used

against contending (imperialist) exploitors end ths exnsinlied Lesd I,
In place of the (boss olasse) army, we oall for tha ayuing of 5a& p8u-
ple, both men and women. As Lenin sald: ‘Make every goliier & CiUi-

gsen and every oitisen a soldier.! -

"Mhe calling for the arming of the people is8 not only & slogan
for use in those countries where the bourgeois demooratio p.ire oi i3
revolution has not yet taken place, but also in tho leading SRATE S ERE
ist powers as & means of demoralization of the state eul ii3 niniw
foroe. The faot that you Osanot utilize this slogan uadas capiialienm
in the struggle againset militariem is not grounds Jor 1us zaieotlie .
For this is & slogan of aotion in & period of revoiution.

"It 1s well known that the exploiters, even ccwa to the emall
middle olass, as well as the lumpenproletarian scun thas cafand wof
oapitalist robbers, can obtain arme at all tinmes, and wae pascivg oud
of srms to this element (by the bosses) depends upon the £1ale of ‘ine-
surrection' in sections, or in the country as a whole.

"On thie basis, it is foolish to say that %o oall for the arm-
ing of the pecple means to arm the reactionaries and fascists as well
as the workers. Under capitalism these elements oan obvain arme wheén-
ever they need them. Only the workers and other layers of the exy.ici-
ted are deprived of this condition, training with arums. To ocall fcr
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-~ the arming of the people is to give the exploited, who are in the na-
iority, an equal opportunity to defend themselves against any gnd all
nvaders of their 'human right' to 1live as humans .

"The Peoples' Army would be organized on the broadest demo-
oratic basis, 1nolud1n§ & period of military training, leave from work
with pay for all, elected officers, eto. This army would take the
glao:hbrpbot?;t?oastanging a:my agd theipotigg rorogéal%g% [ 3] o
20T the Peoples' Army is g s e agains @ o8 8t armed for-
co8. This struggle ¥n noﬁiay oonflicte with the organization of & Ked
Army as organized by Lenin and Troteky and now usurped by Stalinism,
In the transition period, the Red ArmI will adapt iteelf to the needs
of the workers as the army of the world proletariat, regardlese of the
nation that it represents. Only when the soviets become the world
eiete oan the broad principles of 'every soldier a oitizen, every ociti-
z2en a soldier' be fully realized."

-~ ARMING OF THE PEOPLE

Specifically, today, we call for ARMED WORKERS DEFENSE CORPS
to defend the democrTatic rights of the workers and their hard-won gains
egainst the attaoks of the boss state which is heading for open mili-
tary dictatorship to orush all these rights. The armed workers de-
fense corps should be built wherever poesible by all the workers in
évery mine, mill and faotory, irrespective of whether there is a union
- OT not, whether it is A.F.L. or 0.I.0. Tomorrow, when the workers :
tiove toward revolution, the slogan of the arming of the entirs people
will teke on greater flesh and blood s these defense coips are brog~
dened and transformed into the ARMED WORKEFS MILITIAE of +he oppraesed,
a8 the military arm of their WORKERS COUNCILS, Waan taa reyliliionary
seizure of power is achieved, the WORKERS COUNOIL GOVERNMENT will give
full expression to the arming of the entire oppressed masses and build

& WORKERS ARMY not above or apart from the masses but an integral part

of it to defend the new social order against the counter-reveolution of

- the exploiters.

- This, in the framework of the line of revolutionary defeatiem,
1s the general strategy in the struggle against militarien aand the
Capitalist eystem which leads to the seizure of power. But at the pre-
sent moment, the main struggle must be concentrated against exposing
the military foroes, fighting oonsoription, and raising the slogan of
‘the arming of the people, with conorets work for the armed workers
defenase oorpe.

WORK IN THE BOSS ARMY

Now that consoription is passed it is false (as we stated in
the former doocument) to avoid it on the grounds of "oonscientious ob-
‘Jections", Workers are not against ALL wars; they are for their OWN
0lase war against the capitalist system. They are againet the IMPER-
IALIST wars for profit of the capitalist oclass, but they must struggle
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ageinet this war even in the boss army. Workers abould bs in no hurry

$0 get oonsoripted but when the boss state inaugurates it, they should

to§ ster, although they should take advantage of all presoribed possi-

bilities of exemption (dependents, health, etc.); then if drafted for

~ #ervice, they must work within the boes army for their oclass struggle
position. This meane, as the P.C. dooument summarizes:

, "A fight must be made for the democratio rights of the armed
foroes: the rights to be a full oitizen, to vote, to belong to unions,
to fight for better conditions, wages, reading matter, etv. The de-
mooratization of the boss army as a means to domoralize the armed
foroce, (demooratic) election of officers, eto. ic not only a taotic to
‘be employed in the pericd of the revolution; but it must aleo be ap-
plied at all times, according to the prevaiiing conditicna."

OLASS DIVISION IN THE BOSS ARMY .

- The struggle for the demooratization of the boss army is of
.special importance as a means of emphesizing the clace divieion cf so-
olety, whioh also pravails in the atued forces of tnh9 bosuee, IL8
same boss-worker entageniom exists in thy army. (1)ihe worker-private
is under the etrictest supervision and must carry out all crdexe of
the boss-officers and their military disoiplinay, without questioniag
the policies of the officers. (3)This worker-private ve. boszs-oiriocer
division obtains even in the social hebits whare np mixiag of ~tfioers
and privates is permitted. (3)The appointmert cf 5fZicexn fron the
- top, most 6f whom are bourgeois, who hava the power of disoipline is
strongly undemocratic and illustratas the undamucratic naiure of e
entire sooiety., The struggle for the dsuocratic eleotion cf oificors
“from the ranks is part and parcel of ths struggle for workers C.erCoia~
- tio rights againet the bosses and their armsd Zcros. (4)Ths pay dif-
ferences again illustrate the cleses division, just as in industry. 4
rivate gets $30 a wonth (acocording to the new lew). Before it was
31. But a general draws $666 a month., (5)The same Jim Orow prac-
tiogltot the separation and abuse of Negroes exists as in capitalist
800301y, . o

*The work in the boss army during the war is carried on within
the framework of turning the irperielist wer into oivil war by working
for the dofeat of 'our' imperialiss mewar. In this etage the tactios
to democratize the boss aruy, (ae erpiesiied above) hesoues of more
then propaganda value. ALl tactizs rcr she dencralizetion of the
~armed forces of the imperialis’ glverruent uet DS co-ordinated fof

our general aim (i1.e., oivil war)™;

In other words, deuooratizaticn of tha army cannot be fully
realized within the framewscrk et %as boss smiy rasher, the work for
- demooratization ie a patt of “he mTiezas of whi disintegration of the
capitelist state and ity wriad Tyiss, waerehy tasse sautions of tre
arny that strive for deunvretirelin, e€3u., baseny transforazed int

art of the military forous of the revoluticuary wurxsre and thelr
ounoils,
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'INOREASE IN CLASS DIVISIONS

. Class divisions will inorease ae‘the war prooeeds, both in so-
,gﬁetgias a whole where the military diotatorship and the orushing of
- ‘the

ving standards of the workers will lay the basis for revolt, and
in the army where the above listed olaBs divisiona will grow as the

‘horrors of war and its real profit reison become clearer to all work-

ers. In this connection, the .inoreased mechanization of the aray in-
oreases the class divisions, as Karl Liebknecht, the great anti-mili.-

tarist leader of the workere in the last world war, pointed out many
‘years ago. :

. The ocapitaliste face a contradiotion between the slavish dis-

.6ipline and deatruction of initiative which they have to develop in
"the army and the incraased necessity for greater intolligence of tha

soldiers in the operationp of highly mechanized equipaernt. The mors in-
itiative and intelligence requirod for machanized warfare, the less
slavish discipline can be maintained, and vhe sooner the soldiers use
their intelligenoce in their own class interests. -

THE U.8, ARMY AND THE COLONIAL COUNTRIES

To the degree that American Imperialism erdeavors to "organige
the world" to that degree its armed forces must inorsasingly be used
to beat down colonial revolts. The former Leagzue document presents
our opprosition to this: ‘

"If the United States uses its armed forces against any of the
colonial or semi..colonial countries, the wortera ¢f the United States
muet do everything possible to azsist the oclonisl peoples agalngt
Averican Imperialism. We muet domend the immed.ate withdrawal of the
armed forces. We must demand thu righ% of self-determination of these
oountries from American Imperialiem, ard of their separation. (i.e.,
we agitate for their right of ssif-detcfmination, up to and inoluding
ths right of separation; in these crpruesed lands, however, the work-
oers must.strive for solidarity with the workers of the United States,
and for fraternization with the worke:s of the military machine).

"In the colonies, the army must be propagandized to refuse to
shoot colonial masses and whaen the siwation develops, thetr—aid 10
the colonial peoples will siimulate the s:ruggle of these workers and
peasants againet Imperislisn,.*

'THE ARMY AS A STRIKA-PBREAKING FORCE

The National Guard and army will undoubtedly be used to try %o
break strikes during the coming period as inthe past. On oocasions
the government will try to make it appear ikhat they are going %o help
the strikers; but the result will always be as in the Pennsylvania
steel strike in 1938, the Minnesotta truok strikes, eto., that the

.troops will be used against the workers.
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The revolutionists then must point out the similarity of in- -
terests of the worker in the ammy ( and national guard), with the wor-
Xor in the faotory; that they must both unite to defeat the main enenmy.
Such elementary cooperation will be a long step towards oementing Joint..
workars and soldicrs councils during and preceding the period of dual
power.

WORK FOR THE DEFEAT OF "OUR OWN™ BOSS CLASS,
ITS STATE AND ARMED FOROCES

In timo of imporialist war as in time of "peace" the interests
of the workers and oppreessed masses of the world are served onlyg by
the unceasing and intransigent oclass strugsle for the overthrow of
capitaliea and the establishment of Workers Council Govcrnment based
on Workers Control of Produotion for Use, This means that in the per-
iod of the imperialist war the class etruggle must be goncretized to
‘the conditions of the war. Just as in "peace" we work for oivil war
and revolution, 8o in war we work to turn the imperialist war into
oivil war. We have outlined above strategloal and tactical aspoots of
tEiB Worko .

But the underlying strategy 1e the rovolutionary work that
leads to the defeat of "our own" imperialists, their state and armed .
. forces. Because we went the overthrow of our own bossees, we welooue
any situ.tion that facilitotes that overthrow. In the period of the
impericlist war, the nilitary defeuts aad reverses of "our" bosses
serves to weeken their military and sooial apparatus, to sow confusion .
in their ranks, to inorease the opposition and discontentment of the
messes. For these rcasons, we wish for suoh military dofeoats; and we
therefore work for them.

MAIN ASPECTS OF REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM

There are three main olements involved in the stratogy of re-
volutionary dcfeatisnm:

1 - We not only wish for the defoat, but we WORK FOR THE DE-
FEAT of our owh boss olass. Wo do not walt till there are millione
who are 80 ongaged; but wc point the way from the beginning and, no
?gtterAgog fow the foroes, we work for such dofoat and the victory of
8 workors.

3 - We arc for tho defeat of thu boesss, their government AND
their armod forces. Wc are not werely for a chango of govornuent cf
one group of bosses by another; (evon if tho other is callod a "labor"
government): we want to suash the boss stato and to do this we have to
oppose and work for the defe..t of thelr srmed forces.

3 - We are for such a polioy even if it means the temporary
"viotory" of the "enemy" imperialists. We are not interested in the

O
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viotory of one gang of imperialis*s handits over another — that is
the way the bosses pose the issue —-- but we want the defeat of ALL
the imperialists. Hence the workers on both sides of the trenches
must work for the defeat of "their own" boss class. This internation-
al solidarity of the workere is the only way to end the lmperialist
war. It will lead NOT to the victory of one or the other imperialists,
:ut tg the smashing of all of them and the vicdory of the world work-
ng clases, ‘ :

THE POSITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CCNTACT COMMISSION

The INTERNATIONAL OONTACT COMMISSION FCR THE CCMMUNIST (4th)
INTERNATIONAL of whioh the Revolutionary Workers League, U.S. ie the
‘Americen section, has preoisely summarized this question:

"The AIM of revolutionary defeatism, therefore, is so to carry
on and extend the oclass strusile, so to weaken the bourgeoisle, B0 %0
destroy its domination over the workers, so to inorease the rebellious~
ness of the workers and direct it into ever greater revolutionary
.0.az8 aotions (which in turn ocause greater reverses and defsats) that
the mass of workers will be mobilized for revolution, for civil war.

"This policy must be carried out even if it means the tempor-
ary 'victory' of the ‘enemy'! imperialists. No one oan guarantee taat ,
the revoluticnary defeatist aotions will lead to a successful oivil
war. On the other hand, the military reverses caused by such actions
will necessarily lead to the military gaines of thé 'enemy'. But every
such 'gein! of the 'enemy! imperialist means a greater loes of faith
by ths workers in 'their own! bourgeoieie, grealer resentment, eto.,
an’. lave the base to treneform these conditions and attitudes into posi-
tive irevolutionary aotions. )

"The DECISIVE point, however, is that the strategy of revolu~-
tionary defeatism must be oarried on by the revelutionists in ALL “he
imperialist countries and armiss. It is not a question oI th3 vichory
of cne gang of imperialist robbers over another ——- tvhat o t13 axiv
on which the imperialists wags the war —-— it is & question ¢of tho VICw
TORY OF THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION over imperialism, And thi:s cen L@
acccmplielad, as expliained above, by the mili4ary actions in ALL the
wurring canps £or the military defeate of ALL the imperialists as the
MEoN3 WL UETHOD %o oonvert the imperialist war into civil war. This
is Lo Lerger en ‘ebstrect theory! as it was when Lenin developed it in
l:leugu;ﬁ, tut 1t is a theoreticel strategy that has stood the test of
sridtoaiion in the last imperialist war, and was given corroboration

ety iu the Ocuveber and other revolutions.®

-
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O S
%

urh revolublonary defeatist aotivity has nothing in common
with acts of individueal sabotage, blowing upybxidges, buldlings, oolla-
Lorzelon with ensmy spies, eto. Suoh revolutionary cefaatlst activi-
t1.€8 ooo merely a different form of the same olass struggle aotivity,
ef co-ordinated MASS work, in defense of workers interests and rights.
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It inoludes: fraternization with the workers on the other side of *hé¢
- ¢renches; propaganda snd activity to expoeé and oppose the BCSS nature
of the war end army; strikes, refusal to ship munitions, work for the

democretization of the army, etoc. .

Such aotivity is diffiocult and hazardous, but it is the ONLY
‘WAY to oarry out the struggle against the war, militarism and ite
roots, capitalism,

: In the coming period the bourgeoisie will try %o make it ap-
pear that militant workers are fighting against the interests of the
imarican people. One of the methods already used is to label the mi-

litanta as "fifth-columnists®,

The facts, howsver, are that only those who are fighting for
proletarian revolution and workers rights really represent the inter-
¢ats of the Amerioan people. The so-ocalled "demoorats” and liberals
will Zladly hand the nation over to the Fasoist enemy rather +then see
tte workers msintain end extend their rights and living standarca.

It is they who are paving the way for Fascism (both internal and 1if
neoessary, a8 in the case of France, external). The ®£ifth-column"
end other suoh lies must be turned back on the bourgeois "democratic"
hypocrites,

. Aotivity against militarism will be declared "illegal and
"treasonable”. This is because the bosses' dioctatorship makes the
laws. The bosses OUTLAW the workers demooratic rights. - The struggle
to maintain and extend these rights in the period of the war will,
therefors, take on "illegal" forms because that is the only channel
through which this fight for the democratio rights and interests of
the vast majority of the exploited ocan be carried on.

NO MATTER WHERE THE IMPERIALIST BATTLE RAGES,
THE MAIN ENEMY IS AT HOME!

The desire to fight fasoism is an honest and natural one on
the part of sll workers. But many workers, even class conscious ones
who generally recognize the need for the overthrow of oapitalism, are
capitiliacing to the bose class propaganda of support of capitalis?t
"democracy". The refcrmist and centrist politiocal orgenizajllis 270
moving with greet speed in thinking up arguments to support The 00EASS
in this dastardly campaign. "We must fight fascism" 13 incarprerss oy
them 0 mean, we must stop Hitler., On the contrary, however, thisa oL
no wuy means that we must oease our olass struggle aotivity avains:
the WAIN ENEMY HERE AT HOME, We oannot stop Hitler ty suppoitici Tle
boss c¢lase Ydemooraoy". Even if Hivler attacke the U.3.; w? st 1l
"defend" the existing capitelist rule; this is the sures’ way U iwiD
Fescism win, here and in Europne. ,

THE LESSON OF FRANCE

France is the olearest example of this. There the bosges
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v2lled for national unity; they smashed the strikes of the workers .
<2¢ name of "democracy"; they established 60-70 hour week, and cut pay
11 the name of "defense", They persecuted revolutionists and militants
in the name of "liberty". The politicians and generals ordered the
workers to give "their all" in the "fight ageinet Fascism",

But these same generals and politicians —- the stooges of the
French bosses -- 80l1d out to Hitler undar the threat of the workers'
taking power and waging a real, workars defense. One day General Wey-
gand ordered the workere "not to yleld an inch"; a week later he or-
dered surrender to Hitler.

France is the lesson of how "democratic" boss class rule
PAVES THE WAY FOR FASCISM.

And don't forget that Hitler was inveding French territoxy
But one can easily see that it makes little difference to the boss:zs
vhat they are "defending" their own land; they capitulated tc Hitlar
paocause they fear the workers more than they do Hitler, and tney use
Hitler's methods against the workers.,

Workers here must learn this lesson, No matter on what terri-
tory the war is being fought, it is still an imperialist war. No mat-
ter whether American troops are being used in Japan, South Anarioca,
or Europe, no matter whether German troops even come oOver heI?3 (which
is far from likely) it remains a war for profii, foxr redivieion of thLe
w.rld between two blocs of imperialist powers.

CLASS UNITY AGAINST NATIONAL UNITY

The French bosses preferred victory of Hitlsr to the victo.y
uvX the workers, preferred fascism to the proletarian revolution, The
voesss preferred to sell out to Hitler and put in the near-faecis¥y
Petain regime rather than be defeated by the workers.

_ This is the lewson we must learn. OCLASS AGAINST CLASS! TURN
"HE BOSEES WAR INTC A WAR AGAINST THE BOSSES! ‘

_ 1he support of oapitalist "demooraoy" will pave the w.) !
.o .- cvy of Fasciem es it did in France. ONLY THE SUPPCRT Cr T./7-
iI'TEANATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY POLICY OF REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISH CAN
SMASH FASCISK BY SMASHING CAPITALISM,

PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL SCLIDARITY

o _In the above pages we have given & brief analysis ¢f Amexicir
Lw3jarism and its war plans and counter-pos3d a revolutionary, prog. =?
Ha gchieve workers' victory. This is a prograu of internetional sov.i-
darity that has been tried and testad in the last war. Ite applicasice
meant the end of the past war. It is the only way to stor this war,
and to gomplete the job begun then, of overthrowing the capitalist
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system and 1ts wars, dictatorship, misery and exploitation; and es-
sablishing the rule of the majority: the Workers Council Goverument
yased on Torkers Control of Production for Use.

The Revolutionary Workers League, U.S., is 80lidly united with
1ts oourades of the Leninist League of Scotland, the Red Fron' of
Greater Garmany, and wany other groups close the Internztiunal Con-
tect Comsuission, sll of whom carry nu the etriggle against the oppos-
ing imperialists, Join with us to fight:

AGAINST BOSE WAR - - FOR CIVIL WAR!
AGAINST THE REPUBLICAN-DEMOCRATIC WAR PLANS!

FCR THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS OF THE VORKING CLASS - AGAINST THE
ATTACKS OF TEE BOSE CLASS STATE!

FOR FRATFRNIZATION WITH THE WORKERS ON THE OTHER SIDES OF THE
TRENCHES!

FOR TURNING THE IMPERIALIST WAR INTO CIVIL WAR!

FCR A TORKERS COUNCIL GOVERNMENT BASED ON VORKERS CONTROL OF
PRODUCTION FCR USE!

FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE SCVIET UNION AGAINST IMPERIALISM AND
ITS STALINIST AND OTHER AGENTS!

FCR THE INTERNATIONAL HEVOLUTICNARY SCLIDARITY OF THE WORXERS
AND CPPRESSED MASESES!

FOK THE NEW COLii(UNIST (4th) INTERNATICNAL!
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