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The following Dreft Progrem is subtmitted by the Political
Comnittee of the Revolutionary Workers Leegue U,S, It is the re-
sult of more than 2 years work, The 2nd Convention of the organ-
ization in Chicago December 1937 accepted the outline for this doc-
ument, BSince then a special committee of the Central Committee ha:
worked on the document, In its present form it is still subject to
the final approval of the Central Committee end membership, although
it has been accepted for line by the 2nd Convention and the 5th
Plenum of the CC, '

The Program is an International Program which gives special
consi deration to the problems of the working class under Americen
Irperialism, It is not in its present form a specific U,S. pro=-
grem, although Americen Imperieliem is deelt with at some length
not only because the R.W.L, is located in the United States, but
becsuse of the importance of the U.S, in world politics. The
Program must be concretized for each country and section.

There are & number of quotations from Marx end Lenin in the

drcument without the source being given or quotation marks put

around them,

Januery 1939
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PROGRAM_OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE U.S.
TIFTRO DUCTION |
 ORLD CAPITALISM = ITS GROWTH AND DECAY

History of existing societies; Materialist concept of
history and capitelism; Capitalist appropriation;
two-fold character of Labor and of Cepital; Birth,

- growth, decay of capitalism; Capitalist contradictions;

: accumuiation; uneven development; accumulation and
the proletariat; accumulation, crises, wars, revolu-
tions; Finance Cepital - Imperielism; the redivision
of the Earth among the Imperialists; Cepitalism a
brake upon further progress,

THAPTER I
WARS AND REVOLUTIONS

Wars end revolutions; two-fold entagonism of cepitalism;
the Soviet Union and the antagonisms; world Cepital-
ism end the Soviet Unionj world Capitalism and the
Colonies; imperialist antagonisms; the haves and the
have-notssy special positions of the Imperialists;
Anglo-American antegonisms; Aspects of the two-fold
aentagonism; factors of the present antagonisms;
Americe, Europe, Asia

Part II: the control of the Proletariat; the role of the
Reformists; the People's Front; Bonapertism under de-
cay Cepitalism; Fascism

CHAPTER IT
CAPITALIST AGENTS IN THE RANKS OF THE WORKING CLASS

Bourgeois agents in the workers ranks; Reformism, bour-
geois reformers; Soclal reformers; Centriem; Oppor-
tunism; Ultra-leftiam

Pert II: the political movement today; the Anarchist \
International; the 2nd International; 3rd Internation-
al; Organic Unity; the Labor and Farmer-Labor Partys
the London Buro and New Zimmerwald; the International
Brandlerites; Trotskyite Centrists; Centrist organi-
zations osn't be reformed; Revolutionary Marxism

CHAPTER III
THE QOMMUNIST FOURTH INTERNA TIONAL
The Revolutionary Marxisn Organization; Marxisms; politi-



Part II: Propaganda Group with a Mass Orientation; the

CHAPTER IV

THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION

. LC -
cal and organizational independence; the Party;the

Class and State Power; Democratic Centralism; Hist~
oric tasks of the Par%y :

Communist Fourth International i

A revolutionary situation; the aim of the revolution;

CHAPTER V

STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

the character of the State; the character of the axie
revolution; the Permanent Revolutionj form and con- ‘
tent of the Proletarian Revolution; Workers Councils

and the Party; The Dictatorship ofthe Proletariat; ‘
the Party and the Dictatorship; the Soviets after powd

Revolutionary strategy; development of the revolutionary :

Part II: War end Civil Wers; Imperialist War; Colonial

strategy; what is revolutionary strategy; the Class
Struggle; Immediate demands and ultimate demands; the
organization of the unorganized into Indistrial Union|
with a Class Struggle policy; unemployment; democra-~ |
tic demands versus “Bourgeois Democracy™; Oppressed |
layers of the peopulation; Youth; 'Woman; the aAgra-
rian question

Wars; Defense of the U.S,S.1R.,

!
Part ITI: Strategy of the Social Revolutionj political

CHAPTER VI

struggless Armed Insurrection; March separately end
strike together; Workers Mili{ia; Workers Control or |
Production; for a Government of Workers Councils;
support ofColonial struggles; ellies of the proleta-
riat; the United Front; Coalition Govermments; Cru-
stituent Assemblies; Imperialist Interwntion

-~~~ THE REVOLUTION IN THE UNITED STATES

CHAPTZR VIT

The economic status of the United States; the r»1- o7

American Imperialiem; the new Imperialist pnllcy;
Class relations; the Negro masses; the Latin mew-
izen Masses; Canada; the coming American Revolution |

‘TE TRANSFORMATION OF SOCIETY
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WORLD CAPITALISMNGROWTAH  AND
DECAY |

To overthrow Capitalism it isnecessary to understend it: to have a
scientific guide to action,

Like all previous class societies, Capitalism has its roots in pri=-
vate property, in the exploitation of man by man, Like all other
sod al systems of exploitation, it came into being by meens of sharp
class struggles between oppressor and oppressed, Having vanguished
the previous Feudal-type of enslavement of man by man, Capitalism
proceeded to a revolutionary reconstruction of society, lifting man-
tind fto new productive Reights and @ higher order in general. But
like every other revolutionary reconstruction of society (Chattel
Slavery, Feucalism) the capitalist reconstruction has taken place
at the expense of the exploited, those who fighting for their free-
dom, found themselves slaves of new masters, , :

MATERIALIST CONCEPT OF HISTORY AND CAPITALISM

So long as the means of production are privately and not socially
owned classes in sodiety (exploited and exploiter) are ineviteble.

The Class 3truggle has its driving force in the mode of production
of the social system, The manner in which every society is divided
into classes and the mamner in which the wealth of society is dis~
tributed are determined by the mode of production, The deter-
mining changes within a social system in its bloody evolutionary
development and the revolutionary changes to new social systems,
can be traced to changes in the mode of production and exchange.

In each given society the class relations, politics, laws, science,
ideddogy, art, education, etc, (in short, the superstructure) ars:
determined by the material conditions of its historical development,
end in turn have their own effect on that development,

Cepitalism replaced the handicraft system because of its superior
mode of production. The Capitalist mode of production is based on
the private ownership of the means of production, commodity pro-
duction, wage labor, and the creation of surplus value, In its
first period, when it served to release the energies of mankind

to better utilize the forces of nature, Caepitalism was progressive.

But Capitalism, developing through & series of revolutions in the
mode of production and exchange, has now, in its decay stege =«

when it is a fetter on the further development of those forces of
production - prepared the groundwrrk for its own overthrow., o

in its time did the series of revolutions in the latter stag: of
Feudelism, with its production monopolized by closed guilds, give
way to the menufacturing system of production, replacing the cor-
porate guilds with an ever growing division of labor in each single

workshop itself,
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CAPITALIST APPROPRIATION

At its birth Capitalism ushered in socialized production - an
enormous step forward for mankind, But it retained, as before,
individual appropriation (capitalist éappropriation), due to the
private ownership of the means of;groduction. With it came Comme
odity Production, prodiction for the market, on the one hand; ang -
wage labcrews who created surplus value for the owners of the mean:
of proxiction, the Capitalists, on the other, Having been deprie |
ved of the ourership of the means of production, this new class,
the Proletariat, owning nothing but: its labor power is forced to
sell taat labor power at a price equivalent to the cost of produ-
cing more labor power; in other words equivalent to the price of
subsisting and rearing a new progeny of wage laborers, But the
price paid for labor power is nowhere equivalent to the value of
the products produced by that labor power, - That Surplus Value,
over and above what the Cepitalist pays for his labor power, is the
basls for all Capitalist éccumulation; it is the expression of the
prodictive relations beiween wege workers and capitalists, between
exploited and exploiters, '

Lebor and the means of production remain the main elements of the
new mode of prodiction, just as in past systems, But the special
manner in which these two factors are united distinguishes Capi~ -
talism from other sod al systems, For in this case the determin-
ing factor in the labor process in the control of capital, the
means of production, by the cepitalists. Since those who toil no
longer control or own the means of production, the products become
tﬁﬁ property of the exploiters and not of the workers who produce
em,

TWO_FOLD CHARACTER OF LABOR AND OF CAPITAL .y
Cepitel is & social relation of prodzction, & historicelly limited
transitionael social relation, end represen{s accumulated *deeld” ,
labor, The Capitalist monopoly of the means of producuion enables
the capitalists to transform labor power that belongs to the wage~
worksr into labor which belongs to the capitalist, *thereby reaii-
zing the control of ®living® labor by ™@ead" labor, :

The two fold character of both lebor and of capital permits a
relation between men, & social relation, to be masked as a relation
belween things, commodities, On the surface it appears as if the
wage worker produces one commodity and is repaid with wages to buy
other commodities, But actually what occurs is that.“he WIES Workor
creates out of his "living” labor (labor power epplied to raw ma-
terials, machinery, etc,) ™dead"™ labor (the finished prodict;.

The use values which the wage worker creates is, under Capiteliem,
exchangeable with other use values at the rate of socially nece-
ssary labor time put into the menufacture of the particular comm=-
odity (its exchange value), But the price paid for this "dead"
labor (the commod ty) is at variance with the price the capitalist

1|
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pays for the“living® labor (labor power). Because he owns the
means of production and is able to conceal this social relation=
ghi ,athe capitalist appropriates the dead labor, sells it on the .
may eél and pockets the difference between the price gained for the
commodi ty (dead labor which has an exchange value) and the price
he pays in wages (the exchange value for living lebor). Thus under
Lapitélism a greater value is created than the original invest-
ment, Part of this is used for the expansion of the prodictive
proeess (new machines, stc,), and leads to even greater accumu-
lation end exploitation, L . : ‘

The two fold character of Capital - variable and constant e like~ .
wise conceals the. gociel relationship of production, For the con= -.
stent Capital (rew materials, means of production, etc,) in itself
creates nothing end prodices no profits for the cepitalist. But
his variaeble Capital (the Capital used to buy labor power) when
applied to the means of production and rew materials, brings that
surplus value, which is the source of the Accumulation of. Capitel.,
By failing to make this division in Capital, the capitalist and his
paid economists attempt to make it appear that it is in fact the
Constant Capital (machinery and the like) which brings the gains

to the cepitalist, while the truth is just the contrary.

BIRTH, GROWIH, DECAY OF CAPITALIM

This «dual charectdr of Cepital is at one and the same time the
making and undeing of the Capitelist System, Capitalism, as the
first world-wide system of society, to exist must constantly ree
volutionize the instruments of production, Local, national, and
international competition ceaselessly forces the introduction of
new machinery and time~saving devices in order to undersell that
competition on the open market. In the birth and growth of cap~
italism this expansion of the mode of production, despitc periodic
crises which grow ever gharper, at the same time bring an expar~
sion of prodiction itself, Bu% in the decay stage it hopelessly
gluts the market and keeps industry not only at a standstill,
producing less, bankrupting more and more sections of economy,
tut the accumuiation of capital contracts more and uore,

These three stages (manufacturing, industrial, and imperialist)
mark the birth, growth and decay of the Capitalist System.,

CAPITALIST CONTRADICTIONS

The fundamental contradiction of the Capitalist System, the con-
tradictioh between soeialized production and capitalist individuel
appropriation, is inherent not only in all three stages of cap-
italism but in every single commodity, This contradiction exists
as an enormous centralization in each given factory, accompanied
by an equally enormoug anarchy of production as a whole - over-
prodiction, etc, It develops into a contradcition and antagonism
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between production and national bounderies; between production end;
the world market, i

It manifests itself primarily in the social relation between the
two classes of modern society, bourgeoisie and proletariat, where,
with each new development and expansion of the mode of production,
the Class Struggle flares up more violently, and c¢crises, wars and |
revolutions become sympilomatic of the coniradictions of accumulatiof

ACCUMULATION

During the transition from handicraft to capitelist sod ety there
occured a certain accumulation of capitel known as primitive accu-
mulation, Bourgeois economists represent this period as one in
which the stronz, sturdy, and thrifty accumulated wealth at the
expense of the lazy, weak, and inept. But in actuality this perio
is nothing icss than the historic process of divorcing the produce
from the means of production. and accumulating through brigandage,
piracy, slavery, ete, of sufficient surplus wealth to be used as
Capital, Part of this process was the forcible expropriation of
the agricultural people from the soil, They were driven from their
homes, branded, tortured by lews grotesquely terrible, into the
discipline necessary for the wage system,

UNEVEN DEVELOPMEN T

‘It is possible to note some of these factors at work even today, .
Wor Capitalisn carried with it the material condi tions of the pre~
vious sod eties, remade to the image of capitalist needs, The ca~
pitalist countries starting at different levels of development, ,
are developing unevenly at different tempos, But the interrelation
of world capitalism brings combined forms of advanced and backward |
techniques, comp2lling backward sections to make leaps and bring-
ing forth now patterns of combined development, The bringing to~ |
gether of different stages oi sociel development, brings forth a |
variety of forms, all moulded to the basic pattern of the copita=
1ist mode of production,

ACCUMULATION AND THE PROLETARIAR

The contradictions of ceopitalian express themselves on the one !
hand in the greater accumulation of capitalj and on the other hand
in the increase of the proleteriat - the class of exploited which
atounds in hunger and misery,

The industrial reserve army of the unemployed during periods of |
stegnation and relative upturn under capitalism weighs cown the ‘
lavor army, and during periods of overprodiction and paroxysm
hold it in check, objectively acting to throitle attempts to make

economic gains by the rest of the working class. |

- dccumulation of wealth at one pole is at the seme Wme accumula~ |

A\
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. tion of misery, agony of toil, slavery ignerance, brutali meNe
tal Gegredatio}t, at the oppOSJ’.tevpole, Nt v,

ACCUEULATION, CRISES, WARS, REVOLUTIONS

The increasing economic and s cial disparity in capitalist so-
ciety, and the consequent sharpening of the antagonisms in social
rclations -~ the Class Struggle - has lead finally in this epoch
o7 decay copitalism, the epoch of Imperialism, to a period of wars
r1d revolutions, Revolutions by the proletariat to end the system
of wage slaveryj and wars between the imperialists to patch up the

‘economy of one or another nction at the expense of the markets and

spheres of influence of the others, and = to avert, for the time
being, the Proletarian Revolution,

Capitaliem in all three of its stages carried with it periodic
crises and depressions, The accumulation of cepital in the stege
of developing cepitelism proceeded through a generally declining
rate of profit (the constant rationalization of industry increases
the investment in constant Capital and thereby makes the RATE of
prog.: smeller), but at the same time an INCREASE of the mass of
profit,

But the increase of productive forces and the inevitable dacrease
in world markets - constantly being miled dry - leads inexorably
to periods when markets become glutted, production ceases tempora-
rily and Capitalism reorganizes itself to overcome the crisis and
depression « big capitalists swallow up little ones, surplus goods
slowly shrink, etc, In the stage of expanding capitalism there was
a progreseive réndjusiment between expanding productive forces and
this world market (new industries, new discoveries, greater utilie
zation of the existirng merkets, etc,) -~ & readjustment in which
menkind was able to make further steps forwerd,

But in the decay stage this progressive readjustment is no longer
possible, Accumulation can not continue its progressive cyclose
During the decay stage with the contraction of czpitalist accu~ .
mulation not only Goes the rate of profit fall but titere is & ;‘all
in the mass of protit as well - in spite of sporadic extension of
sections of industry and commodity prodiction in given spheres,

FINANCE CAPITAL - IMPERTALISM

The present decay stage of capitalism is one in vhich the concen=
tration and centralization of production of ce itel is developed

30 highly that monopolips play the decisive role in oconomic life,
Banking and industrial bapital are fused into a financial oligar-
¢hy, finance capital, e export of capital is today Qecisive a8
ﬁi~"*1°inguis‘ned from the export of commodities, &nd from this flows
the formation of international capitalist monopolies which divide
the world among themselves, It is the stage of Imperielism, where

»
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nov only N-ATHDNTWAn between bourgeais end proletadhat is most
proiouncedy \AAtegor. because of monopoly and finance capital the
antagonism bétwesn sections of the bourgeoisie itself is aggravate
almyit t the breaking points It i1s & period.in which there is’
en uincrzasing decline of production, of industry, even though in
this or-that given industry or in this or that g{ven country, ther
may be a temporary advance, : L

The concept of super~imperialism, introduced itwo decades ago by ,
Kautsky, that Capitalism is becoming 50 centralized that eventuallq
one~ cligarchy of capital will dominate ell the economic life of
the world and organize Capiteliam, thus eliminating international
struggle -~ this concept is as fantastic as it is foolish, .

The contradictions of cepitalism, the ever-shrinkirg market, cause.
not only greater antagonism between the capitelists of one nation |
and those of another nation, between one group of capitalists and |
another, but within each country and group, each.oligarchy. itself,
There can be no stabilization under capitaiism; there can be only ﬂ
increasing entagonisms between the classes and inside the capitali

class itself, , ci

THE REDIVISION OF THE EARTH AMONG THE IMPERTALISTS

The attempts by the bourgeoisie to gain new markets for ever ine: ’
crasing surplus cepitel and commodities led to the plundering of . |
backward colonial nations of the world for those markets, The = |
first division ¢f the Earth among the leading capitalist nations |
terminated with the crisis of 1871, the Franco~-Prussian Var, and

the Paris Commune that developed out of it, R

At the turn of the century new struggles for the first redivisien
of the Farth took place. British ‘and German imperialism drove intg
Africa, The Spanish-american war between a declining European po-
wer and a rising Americen power gave the United States hegemony in
the Americaes and great penetrating wedges toward Asia, The Russo--
Japanese war gave the rising Asiatic imperialist power, Japan, &
position of advantage for the coming struggles, Russials defeat wy
one of the,irhgdrtarit factors which gave rise to.the Russian Revo- |
lution of 1903, AT

Then came the crisis of 19123, which‘developed"into,.the ﬁr.st'World
War, ending with the victorious October Revolution in Rugsia, and
the second redivision of.the Earth B o e :

Now the imperialists are carrying out the preliminary struggles .
(Chaco, Ethiopia, Manchukuo, China, Spain, Austria, Czechoslovakie
for the next redivision of the Ferth, o o !
The inability of the exploiters to solve the economic contradic- ‘
tions of their system has led them to external economic measures
egainst the other imperialists (tarrif restrictions, devaluation,



trade treaties, etc,) measures which inevitably lead to further
~political measures and to military conquest of colonies, war, etc,
~on the one hand; and on the other hand, internal economic measures
of RESTRICTING PRODUCTION, of an orgsnized economy of Scarcity, of
open dictatorship and Fascism, in order to prevent a complete break-
down, to smash the proletaria% and prevent a social revolution,

To accomplish this economy of scarcity, the capitalist State more
and more sheds its mask ag an ™impartial® arbiter between the cl~
asses, and more openly lends assistance to indistry and finance,
The first stage 1s governmental regulations to control given ine
dustries -~ especially pronounced during war times, The second
stage is that of the State stepping in and taking over certain sick
industries, paying the owners in bonds instead of their present
stodk s, This stage is sometimes called State Capitalism, Capitae
Iism in decay can npot exist without introducing forms of State Ca=-
pitalism, in order to restrict prodiction, in order to hold in
check the proletariat, 3tate Capitaliam, the full ownership by the
State of the means of production, is impossible under capitalisem,

To confuse forms of Btate Capitalism (governmént ownership) under
decay Capitalism, whereit is an economy of scarcity, with what is
sometimes erroneously called State Capitalism under the first pere
i0d of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat and its trensition eco-
nomy - where the productive forces are reorganized for GREATER ‘
PRODUCTION, toward a Socialist Economy ~ is to confuse similar fHms
with entirely different contents,

CAPITALISM A BRAKE UPON FURTHER PROGRESS

The period of wars and revolutions is only the sociel, political,
and military expression of the capitalist system in decay., Capie
teliam has reached the point where it has been transformed into a
“brake upon the further development of science and society, upon
menkind, Only through the elimination of the basic contradiction
(socialized production and private accumulation) by the expropri-
ation of the expropriators and the establishment of a Socialist
Economy can the productive forces be released and mankind rhake
- further steps forward, - “
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© America, Indie, and in and around the Near East,

* alass needs more than merely a revolutionary sitaation, An unor-j

* Chaco swar - U,S. and Britain menipulating Rolivia and Faraguay)j

-U,S, against Nicaragua, Cuta, Liberia; Great Britain against Egyp
Near East, etc. e '

,.These‘wafs‘aanreﬁolutioﬁs»aré the viadlent eruptions of the dying
“<“capitalist sysStem, revealing the inability of the explcba'.‘cers,‘co‘,,_+

B
b CEAFTSR I | .
WARS AMD REYOLUTIONS

The decay stage of capitalism is one‘of wars and revolutions, ‘
Since .the last- World ./ar there have Teen more than a dozen armed
conflicts: involving capitalist. nations., They have taken various ;
forms, ‘such as the: struggle belween the imperialist puppets (Gran

‘imperialist aggressions against colonial peoples (Italy against
'Ethiopia, Japan againgt China): and the dozens of instances where
_threats of armed force were used for imperialist aggrandizement -

In the seme period there Rave been over two dozen revolutionary
upheavals - -Germany 1918-19, 1921,  1923; Italy 1920; Esthonia,
-Bulgaria 1924; China 1925-27; British General Strike 192¢; 3pain

1031-38; Cuba 1935; .wustria 1934; and many more in Mexico, Latin

solve their difficulties~dn the1Qﬁe hand; and the inability of . il
proletariat to fully-utilize Its.powers - because of a lack of . «
lgadership:~ oft the other hond. S e 1

Tﬁkifailure oﬁ,thélprélétariat to émashathejexploitérs.state, se-~
Tze powervand maintain it in all of these revolutions except in

the victorious Getéber Revolution clearly shows that the working

ganized class, or one organized under a leadership that objeciivey
ly or subjectively is opwosed to the:proletaiian revolution - iu
other words, the lack of a Revolutienary Marxian Party *o gulirie.
the class in action against the capitaliist state - that is The

outstanding reason for the failure of the proletariat in thig 20 )
year period.,” ' - : e :

The first big defeat of the iorking class came vhen the Germen
workers, betrayed by Germen So¢igl Democracy in 1918 were dereat-
ed and their leadérs murdered. At the same time the false nolizy
of the unified Communist-Socialist Farty of Hungery, under R.i-
Kun, and tre international capitalist irtervention which porvandte
the Russien Red Army from covering the chort distance refwaeni e
self end iungary, led to the bust-up of ine Tempnrarvy 1L lnial
Red Dictatorship. The failure of the Syndicalists and Bccial
Democracy to smash the capitalist state in Italy enacled the lTas-
cists to march on Rome and to establish their power,

aee

But the decay of post-war Zurope was so deep that soon new reVOle
utionary;developments,were at hand, In 1923 one of the most fav-
orable situations in history was passed over by the rotten CI

1 *’J
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leadership of 3talin-Bukharin, in Germany and Russia, while the
self same Bocial Democrats again drowned the proletarian uprising
in tlood, The 1923 defeat and the invasion of the American dollar
 through the Dawes plan enabled the German (end world) exploiters
to temporarily staebilize their power, and strengthened opportunism
in the labor movement against the Marxists.

This objective situation and the backward economy in the Soviet
Union was the material base for the revisionist doctrine of "Zocia-
1ism in one Country® propounded by the Stalinist leadership of the
CI; the false theories of a capitalist Workers and Peasants Govern-
ments - coalition govermments; the bungling of the Bulgarian revo-
lution; and the subsequent treachery in China and Great Britain,

The defeats of the Chinese Revolution laid the basis for the present
invasion of Japan into China, and the German défeats made possible
the accession of Hitler to power in Germany 1933.

The most important social revolution in the recent period has been
taking place in 3pain since 1931, and today has taken the form of
Civil Jar, A pre-revolutionary situation exists today in France,

The 3panish events have shown more conclusively than any revolution
since October that the lMarxian Farty is the most indispensable wea-
pon of the proletariat in order to seize power, Without such a
Party the Spanish Revolution has received blow after blow, with the
bourgeeéisie, both Feople's Front and Fascist, liquidating one gain
after another of the first period .f embryonic dual power - July to
September 1936,

TU0 FOLD ANTAGOFISM OF CAPITALISM

The relationship of the revolutions of this period to the imper-
ialist wars, brings out most clearly the two fold antagonism of
Capitalism, an antagonism which really flows out of the baslc eco~
nomic contradictions of the Capitalist mode of production. Ihe pri-
mary antagonism is the antagonism between world capitalism apd the
proletarian revolution (the extension of the October Revclution)s
the secondary antagonism is between the imperialists themselves,

The defeats of the many revolutions and the degeneration within the
Soviet Union, has permitted the antagonism between the 1mper1allsts
to appear foremnst o the surface and given the imperialists a grea=-
ter play in the struggle against each other, But the basic antago-
nism nevertheless still remains and must remain the antagonlsm of
exploiter versus exploited,

THE SOVIET UNION AND THE ANTAGONISHS

From 1917 to 1923, with Lenin guiding the CI and the Soview Union,

the first .orkers State was a material base for the c.itens.oli - the
proletarian revolution and a bulwark against Cepital.sr. ifut since
the rise to power of Stalinism and its nationalistiz thedry ol Fu0C~
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ialism in one country" the Coviet Union no longer represents the
vanauard of the forces working for the proletarian revolution ag-
airse the capitalists. Today under the burocratic hand of 3tal- ]
inisn, the Soviet 3tate is uced as an instrument of the enemy class,;
by one group of imperialists against anotlier group. The struggle w
of the proletariat ageinst world capitaliem and for the presev- il
vation and extension of the October Revolution carries with it a |
struggle against Stalinism,

Nonetheless the overthrow of the Soviet regime, for wvhich 3tali-

niem has paved the wey, would be an enortious defeat for the world
nroletariat and a victory for imperialism, “Jarped as it has heen
in economy and political structure, the Joviet Union still stands -}
because of it3 socialist property relations - as a potential rallye
ing ground and material hase for new onslaughts against capitalism,
providing the proletariat can clean out the Btzlinist burocracy ]
at the head of the 3.U. '

WORLD CAPITALISH AFD THE SOVIET UNIOK

The victorious October Revolution was the first breach in the worl
capitalist chain, The nroletariat smashed the exploiters' rule in
the weakest link, Russia; they established a new type of society, |
the trensition from capitalism to sod alism; overthrew bourgeois
property relationss and in its place introduced the nationalizatio#
of the means of prodiction, land, etc, under the control of the

Workers State,

In this period, in spite of the backward economy inherited and th
imperialict intervention on 21 fronts, the new sod al order marcheq
forwsrd, despite many necessary temporary retreats (such as the .
Feonomic Policy)., It proved that planned economy, vith the coc-
ialized means of production, was infinitely superior to capitalisf

economy., !

But with the backwerd economy in the 5ov et Union, and the defealy
of the nroletarict as the material bace upon which revisionist e=
lements and stratums of the proletariat were strengthened as agal
st the internationalist elements, the Marxists, a change occured
in the 3.U. From 182" onward the goviet nion has proceeded th-
rough a2 number of zig-zags on an entirely nationalist course. .

first process of the proletsriat mastering the art of nolitics a
the uoinge elass in the interest of the maiority, gave vay W a

turserstic usurpation of powsr Dy the Jtalinist burocrccy, vwhich
altnough it arose Trom the proleteriat, usurped its power, elevs
itsely ~brve the class and gredually became tranaorined “rto a1l
compo sition mainly of netty bourpeois elemenlils, which based its
upon a burocretic control of the nmroletariat, functioning ohjec
jvely as an agent of vorld capitalism,

The defeats of the world labor movement reflected thcmselves Po¢



tically in the growth of revisionism and nationalist prejudices
in the powerful Stalinist clique inside the Communist Internation-
al, This took shape finally in 1925-24 in the rounded theory of
“Socialisem in One Country", o defend this anti-working class -
line, the Stalinist clique was forced more and more to adont buro-
cratic measures and build its burocracy against the Marxists. In
1928 it succeeded (aided no little by Trotsky's organizational and
political errors - such as relinquishing his army post, unprinci-
pled bloc with Zinoviev, e failure to push the struggle interna-
tionally, etc,) in expelling the Marxist Left Opoosition from the
Russian Communigt Party and the International,

The position of the Marxists that Soviet economy was surrounded

by world capitalist economy and calling for the extension of the O~
ctober Revolution, in opposition to the Stelinist theory that soce
ialiem could be built in one country, that the 3.U, was free from
the circumstances of the capitalist market surrounding it, were
quickly affirme d after their expulsion, The 1929 world crisis had
its repercussions in the Soviet Union and finally culminated in
the strugrles of the peasants and middle farmers against the state
in the co-called bloodless revolution,

The deadly Stalinist blows against the Marxists, the left wing
elements and the proletariat, enabled the rising bourgeois cle-
ments to honeycomb the decaying Workers State and contribute to the
develdpment of bourgeois political forms, elements of bourgeols.
property relations, serious breaches in the nationalization of ind-
ustry, and even to seriously challenge today the 3talinist conatrol.

Stzlinism today is a social reformist force resting on the ma terial
base of the victorious October Revolution and its property rela-
tiong, objectively aiding the restoration of capitalist rule in the
Soviet Union and counter~revolution on a world scale. Stolinism
caught in the maize is constantly being pushed to the right under

- the pressure of the world bourgeoisie and the bourgeois end petty

bourgeois stratums inside the Soviet Union and within the burocracy.
Stalinism still retains the upper hand, due to its base in the Oct~
ober property relations, but the rising bourgeois stratum and the
middle peuty-bourgzois in the collectives, ctc., in their struggle
egainst the proletariat are slowly forcing Stalinism to gLve Vay.
The bourpgeois force is not an independent force, but is itself
partv of the burocracy, '

All this is laying the basis for an explosion that will follow
the present intensified class struggle in the Boviet Union, In
thie decisive struggle of the counter-revolution over throw the
existing property relations - an armed insurrection'by_ the couater
revolution -~ the burocracy will break up and the mejority go over
to the enemy camp, The proletariat can still restore the prole=-
tarian structure of the Joviet Union by conducting em armed Pol-

itical revolution against the present burocracy and the inevi table

intervention of world imperialism, re-establishing the Sovizts and

. workers democracy, and working for the extension of October,
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JORLD CAPITALISM AXD THE COLOKIES

Under decay capitalism the super-exploitation of tl.e colonies be~
comes more intense, The capitalist system has subordinated and
combined ell of the backward economy of the colonies to its ovm
needs, It has developed an éxtensive colonial system for supers
profits, combining the forceful expropriation of tHe serf, slave
and peasant from his land, with the introduction of the most mod-
ern industrial equipment and plants,

Under present conditions colonial capitalism and its capitalists .
can play no independent role, The native colonial bourgeoisics are
subordinated to one or another of the leading imperialist nations,
which in one form or another dominate the economy of all the col-
onial world, : '

Tn the decay stage of capitalism it is not possible for the colo-
nial or semi-colonial countries to pass the stronger links of cape
italism in competition, They are too hemmed in by the decrcasing
~economy of capitalism, the economy of searcity. As a consequeice

of this economic factor the colonial and gemi-colonial bourgeoisie
can not even solve the tasks of their own bourgeois revolution,
let alone the present tasks of capltalist decay.

IMPERIALIST ANTAGONISMS

_ When Germany attempted to Worganize Zurooe" to her needs for fur-
ther conquest in the early part of the century she confronted Gre
eat Britain as the mein rival to be displaced.

With Germany defzated in the last war, the preparations for the
new world war find the outstanding antoagonists today for the reCie
vision of the world, the two former "“allies", Great Britain, str-
ugeling to hold on to a crumbling empire, and the United States.
But vhereas in the last world war two nations, Germany and Grect
Britain, domineted the scenej today not only the U,S, and Britelny |
but rising Japanese imperialism, with a good part of China and Man-
chukuo as her recent conquest, and Germany recovering from the
World War defemt and agsin expanding into fustria and central fu-
rope as a step towards the Ukraine and Asia, ere the key figures,
with Italian and French imperialism playing subordinate roles,

THE HAVES AD THE HAVE=IOTS
The United 3tates, Great Britain, and France consti tute the three :
main “have" countries. In other words they have better withstood-,
decey capitalism because of their superior economic positions in
world capitalism, Germany, Italy, and Japan havc been tighter
pinched and decay capitalism has hit them much harder., The *“haves
- because of their more powerful economic conditions - are able
better to cloak their war moves with so-called "peace" gestures, t
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The *have-nots"” ap»ecr cgeressive only because:

1- The defented proleterian forces within their countries
permits the impericlists grecter lattitude of epen war
TIOVCS,

2~ The intcrnzl weknesscs of these nations drive them more
sheroly; ond

3- They must teke aggressive measures, due to thase foctors,
in order to stave off further proleterion revolutions,

SPECTAL POSITIO!S OF THE IMPERIALISTS

The United Stetcs, with the Americas and oceans for itsclf, end
Jopen, as the only imperialist power loccted in Asia, hove grect
advontages over Grest Britain, France, Italy ond Germany, whe are
crowded in one small continén%, and must first g.t their own house
(Europe) in order before they can strike out for Asia., .

Both Japan ond Germany = primerily because of the defected Chinese
revolution of 1925-27 cud the defeated German proletarict in 1833 -
are in a better position in relotion to the Soviet Union than be-
foré, The S.U, ig in the most precarious predicament in-its whole
history. '

AITGLO~ANERICAN ANTAGONTSM

Within the imperialist camp the shorpest basic antogonism is be-
tween the declining British Empire, and the wrising™ americon Imp-
erinlism. Greot Britain is the ruler of the biggest political
empire on corth, partly disintegrating., And the U.S. is the biggust
cconomic power on earth, which in order to survive must goin pol=
iticcl hegemony over much lorger areos of lond, so that it con
brooden the morket for its surplus capital ond commoditics, To
survive, American imnerialism must re-orgconize the whole world 1o
its impericlist necds, The main loser in such o reqrganization

could obviously be only the British Empire,

ASPECTS OF THE TWO FOLD AI'TAGOIISM

Within the fromework of the two-fold antogonism there ore twro imp=
ortant aspects: first ond foremost, world imperialism has been
able to take cdvontege of the comtradiction between the proletarion
leadership (the 2nd International and Stoliniem) ond the intercsts
of the proletcriat itself ~ dismetrieclly opoosed to thusc of 1ts
praescent orgonizations ond leodership - in order to hold in check
the proletoriat and the extension of the October Revolution, '

Second, the three have-not notions, Germany, Italy, ond Jopon,
utilize the ontegonism betwecn British ond American Imperinlism to
further their own ends.

Germon imperialism stebilized itself temporarily by util-zing the
folse policies of social=democracy and Stclinism, and the Americon

ﬁm&
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dollar, to crush the proletarim revolution, mnd establish Fascism,
It~ly conquered Ethiopic by utilizing the .inglo-Americon antogo-
niem, using the U,S, (0il, ete,) agnriust Britein, Japen suoashed
into Amcericon and Russion interests first in Monchurin by leoning
on Englend ecgoinst America o~nd Russia; and is now driving into
China by exploiting the same clitogonisms, only in this case hoping
to lean on America agoinst Englondg,

No imperialist nation todn

States or Great Britain, 4 struggle betwecen these tio would in-
volve the whole world. Since neithcr of the two titons are recdy
ot present to rish a militery struggle, the policy of the haove-
nots ~ of playing one agoinst thc other - has so far been success-
ful, although its continued success ig by no mecns cssured,

The outstonding fcctofs contributi
1- The defe~ted proletorie

Om

S
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FACTORS OF THE PRESEHT ANTAGONISMS

generction of the Joviet Union uider Stalinism, which has

giveu copitelism aiother oprortuniity to attemdt to “solve®
its unsolvoble countradictions,

The ecouomic position of Americon impericlism which m-keg

the U,S, the biggest driving force for impericlist wor todc

The success of Japan in teking importont steps towards he-
gemony over Bastern Asia and her part of the Pocific,

The new rise of Germon imperialism.

The declining position of British imperialism, .

y con individudlly challenge the United

ng to the present antogonisms cres
1 revolutions since 1823 and the de-

Y o

France, Itely, ond Russia under Stolinis i.can only plcy the
oli

role of cllies of one »f the four imperi
Britain, Jopon or Gemmony, :

sts U,S,.,, Great

AMERICA, EUROPE, ASIA

The post wor position of the imperizlists, with America's econonic

suppenccy and the utilizetion of the Ameriesn dollar to he

off Comiunism, reveals the mutual relotions between America =@

Burope in the struggle of decay capitalism.

1p stove

The strugsgles i Eu~

rope are preludes to the Asiotic struggles, on attempt by the Euro-
pecin and Americeon imperinslists to gain the strougest position for
the drive towards Asia,

Americon dollor diplomeccey in its ~etivity in
ica has os its moin objective Asia,
specks of the "drang noch osten®

is consolidating in Turope as o step in that direction, Japan 1
attempting to entrench itself in isia. Great Britsin - before ]
erit roids - was the most entrenched power in cll Asia.

Jopon's pres

Although the Lotin .mericon ond Africon morkets ore .still a very
importont foctor in imvwerialist con{licts, there can be no doubt
that the main struggle »f the imperialists is today over Asia,
preparations of the imperialists for the next world war have os

e

Zurope and Latiz Amer-
Germcny under Hitler, openly
y the morch towards the East, ond

S

The
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their gosl the exploitation of the colonial masses and colonial
markets of Asiz, primarily China cnd Russia.

. PART II
THE CONTROL OF THE PROLETARTAT

The bourgeris stote in decay copitelism uses two main nethods in
order to keep the proletorict in check, They con, in general, be
clossified as the “conservative® ond the "democratic® methods, the
right and left aras of ccpitolisu, . - : -

Both, althouh grectly different as to method, in essence ore but
two sides of the copitnalist rule, . -

At every stage of capitalism both these. fitthods are ready for use,
although according to the conditions, .ofs moy be more to the fore
than the other, In decay capitalism tfg pressure of the class stre

uggle forces capitalism to adopt the pst extreme forms of* these

methods. The “"democratic” method takegson the most left wing form,
ghe fo-called Peoples Front form; the  conservative® method becomes
asclan, : v -

Wherever the economic base of capitalism is relatively strong and
the proletariat relatively not ready for revolutionary struggles,
the cheapest method to hold the workers in check is.a form of the
wdemocratic” method, the left arm of capitalism, But when the
left arm hos failed in its task and the class struggle deepens and
threatens to go beyon the bounds of capitalism, the capitalists
fa1l back on the more costly open dictotorship, The left arm pre-
pares the woy for the rule of the right arm of capitalism,

Each capitelist method is represented usually by one or more por-
ties at one time, who because they represent certain specific eco-
nomic interests of specific sectioms of the copitalist class, have
their internal conflicts with other parties of the bourgeoisie, A
section of the capitalist class may favor, for its own needs, one
form of bourgeois rule, snd switch to another form when its needs.
demand this switch,

THE ROLE OF THE REFORMISTS

The control of the working class, especiglly in deccy capitalism,
can not be accomplished merely from outside the ronks of the pro-
letariat, Without the bourgevis agents inside the ranks of the
working class - men in our period such as Scheidemon, MacDohald,
Jouhoux, Vandervelde, Thomas, Lewis, Green, Browder, etc., = withe
olit these ogents, copitclist rule is seriously impaired. The role
~ of the reformists is to imbue the working class with the doctrines
. of class collaboration, with the need of the working class %o

< DEPEND on the bourgeois state, its apparcotus, snd the enemy class
tgelf for salvation from the misery of copitelism,
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. THZ PEOPLES FRONT

The People's Front = o govermment by the reformist parties or by
a coalition of reformists and bourgeois libercls - is the epitome
of the work of the bourgeois ogents within the ranks of the prole-’
tarict, It is the extreme form of boss rule which the bourgeoisie
folls back on when 211 the other so-colled "democreotic! govern-
ments are unable to further delude the mosses and force them to
follow the lines of class collaboration, It rules in the inter-
ests of finance capital - the ¥democratic! cepitelists using the
reformists to help stem the tide of revolution., The People's
Front is a despercte effort, before the naoked ond open dlictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie is introduced, to crush the class stru-
ggle, By imbuing the masses with all sorts of delusioas cbout
Wfighting fasciam™ cond bringing in socialism “gradually®, the
reformists and bourgeois liberals in the People's Front disarm

the working class of 2ll independent cctivity, ond thus with on
umprepared and deluded proleteriat prepare the way for Fascism,

BOWAPARTISH UIDZIR DECAY CAPITALISM

In the economic sphere there is a continuous thread between the
People's Front ond Fascism; it is represented by greater govern-
ment penetration into industry, governmental control and ownership.,
But on the political sphere there is a vast difference in the
methods used by both forms of bourgeois rule. For a short time
in between both these FORMS there is a temporcry period referred
to as Bonapcrtims, when the pressure of the two moin contending
forces are somewhat “equalized", thereby enabling the rule of the
exploiters to rest upon this unstable equilibrium before the final
showdown, The Boncpartist stage reveals the decay of the econo-
mic base of bourgesis democracy and the need for a proletarian
solution before Fascism tokes power, In the Bonapartist period =
typified by the Von Papen rule in Germany, by the Daladier rule

in Fronce 1938, etc, = there begins a rule by decree, the *“demo~
crotictparlicment is slowly stripped of its powers, and forced
class-collaboration by the bourgeois stage against the proletariot
begins to supersede the work of the trade union and reformist
leaders within the ranks of labor, ’

FASCISM

The period of wars and revolutisns, in addition to having brought
forward the extreme left form of the “democratic®” rule, has also
developed the extreme right form of "conservative" rule, Fascism,

Fascism is the open dictatership of the bourgeoisie, ruling in the
interests of finonce conital, but resting upon and put into power
mainly by the demoralized petty bourgeoisie because the working
class organizations and leadership hcove been uncble to carry thr-
ough o successful revolution, ¥Foscism rules by open terror, reorg-

.
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anizes econsmy by grecter govermment control cnd ownership; deve-
lones further the economy of scarcity, completely suppresses the
proletariat, its unious, pcrties aud mass orgenizations; ond by
its terror holdsin check all of the oppressed, Under Fascism
governnent and industry cre fused os never befure, ond lobor is
ploced together - suposedly - with copitel in two class uniovins

dominated by the Fascist dictatorship for copital,

Fascism extends the coutradictions of capitelism to o higher
level., It is highly nctionclistic not only in its propogonda,
but,in order to preserve itself on an ever lower econwmic geor,
becomes more ond more - or cttempts to do so - notionalistic in
its economy, ‘

Like other forms of recction, but to a for grecter extent, Foscism
hos orgenized the privoate gongs of hoodlums, outside and opart
from the regular militory forces of the state, thot are the shock
troops in the struggle to destroy the proleteriaon orgenizotions
and independent action, Without the complete demolitiou of the
proletorian apperétus, Fascism is impossible, In fact, despite
the great expense by the bourgecisie in introducing Foscism =

the cost of the hoodlum gangs, etc. = it is the only meth.d left
for capitolism at o certain stage to preserve itself,

Like all forms of repction Fascism must resort to demagogy, but
it uses left phraoses far more thon other demogogic forces, in
order to win loyers of the discontented, TIascism is counter reve
olution; it does not create o new system, does not have any new
progreon; it merely brings to the surface the forces existing in
ecopitalist sod ety, coordinoting them into o powerful political
and military fighting orgonization ageinst proletcrion revolution
in order to preserve the decaying capitelist system, It "organi-
zes" procduction on o RZSTRICTID basis, not on a higher level,

Once finence copitcl is successful through Foscism in staviug off
the socicl revolution, it begins to strip Fasciem of its middle
closs verbiage, cspircticns and interests, (Sometines this acti-
vity is accomplished only with great bloodshed: note the purges
by Mussolini in 1923 end Hitler in 1934), Under Fasciem finouce
capitel attempts to establish the *unity” of the nation, in other
words “class pecce", as the basis for grecter latitude for man-
ouvering ageinst other imperialists and to prepare for the imp-
erialist war,

Foscism os the sherpest expression of capitalism in decay, 1s &
broke upon further development of society, It paves the way for
degeneration into lower social forms umnless the proletariat rises
to overthrow the system which produces Fascism as one of its
forms, ‘

LA
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CAPITALIST AGENTS INTHE RANKS
OF THE WORKING CLASS

The newly born proletariat in the last stages of Feudalism helped wut the bour- |
geoisie into power., But the gains made by the working olass as a class were -
made even then only insofar as the proletariat struck out independently from th
exploiter class. Democratic gains such as free gchoolg, elimiPmtioh bf debtorst
ptisons, rikht of free &peech,sassembly, right to organize - all the democratic
gains made were made by independent working class action, ]

The task of the bourgeois agents in the ranks of the working class is precise=~ .
ly ¢o discourage and channelize independent working class action, The vario-
ug types of "labor lieutenants of capital" differ in the methods they use, in
acaordance to the needs of the bourgeoisie under the pressure of the working
class, They are all reactionary in content, since the axis of their activity

is to preserve capitalism against the revolutionary proletariat and its van-
guard,

, :
Neverthelass we do not olassify the workers organized in the various tenden-
cles as one reactionary mass, nor do we lump together the various tendencies
or the members and the leaders of an organization into one reactionary mnss.

REFORMISM

Reformism is the instrument of the bourgeoisie in the camp of lebor dividing
the proletariat into national, craft, and other groups: Its base is in the
petty-bourgeoisie (intellectuals, aristooracy of labor, smnll shopkeepers, ctc,
It serves the interests of the bourgcolsies 1Its aim is to subordinate the pro-~
letariat to the bourgeoisics ‘/hatever immediate demands of the working class
1t fights for, it does so only on the basis of no opposition to the bourgeois
state as such, even though in this or that instance it serves one section of
the bourgeoisie against another, In periods of sharp class struggle, refornm~-
ism openly supports the capitalists in smashing the revolution (Scheideman,
Noske, MacDonald, Kerensky, Stalinism today in Spain, etc. otc.). As agents of
the capitalists, the reformists' effeotiveness depends upon the degree and a=-
bility with which they oan control large layers of the working class,

BOURGEOIS REFCRMERS

The reformists can be divided into bourgeois reformers and social relormers,
The bourgeois reformers are those who openly defond the capitelist systom,
Vithin the framecviork of. the capiﬁalist modc of production, and in its delense,
they attempt to obtain "poanceful relations botween capital and labors In the
United States William Green is a right bourgoois reformer; John L, Lewis, a
lef't bourgcois reformer, \

/SOCIAL REFORLERS |

To tho left of both these typcs are the social roformers, those who claim they
ere lMarxists, that they are for the "socialist" solution, but who map out a
road in one form or another for the peacoful transformation from cepitalism to i
socialism, and thcreby end up with the support of tho capitalist stato against !
the proletarian revolution, o
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In life the social reformers, in their whole activity, attempt to solve the
problems of the working class within the capitalist framework by adding a few

patchés or changes to the old moribund system. The social reformers in the U.
S. are represented by such party leaders as Norman Thomas and Earl Browder.

"~ CENTRISM

Centrism is a political force vacillating between Marxism and reformism, with
its roots in reformism. It is the expression within the labor movement of the
pressure of boti the cepitalists and the working class, which leads to a fund-
damental contradiction manifested by the ideological instability of the centr-
ist force, reacting gow to the pressure of the proletariat, now to the pressu-
re of the bourgeoisie. Centrisn in its many verieties is a subjective reflec-
tion in the labor movement of the situation of the petty-bourgeoisie, which
crushed between capitalist clasc and working class attempts to unify the two,
tc oreoatc in a word, class collaboration. The base of centrism, like reform-
ism, is in the petty-bourgeoisie, the declassed, ctc. Objectively, it too,
serves capitalism. It attempts to combine revolutionary phraseology with re-
fornist practices; revolutionary aims, with reformist means. One of the out-
standing characteristics of centrism is its constont attempt in one form or
another (either ideologicel, organizational, or both) to establish unprinci-
pled unity, with one or another of the objective or subjective agents of cap-
ital in the ranks of labor;

Centrist organizations include the Lendon Buro, the Trotskyites, the PCUK, the
Brandlerites, etc, ‘

OPFORTUNISK

“Phe different varieties of reformism and centrism come under the general ca-
tegory of opportunism - in other words, & subordination, in one form or an-

~ other, of the.ultimate goal to the immediate demand, . In its full blosson op-
portunisn becomes social patriotism, during war periods, and counter-revolu-
tion during periods of preletarian revolution.

ULTRA~LEFTISLI

To the "left" of Marxism, there arc a nurber of forces - such as Anarchism,
Syndicalism, Libertarian Communism, and such post war tendencies as ?he.Bor;
diguist and Council groups, knovn as ultra-leftism, sectarian in "principle”.
Sectarianism does not necessarily imnly a lack of contact with the masses, al-
though some of its forms cxpress this isolation, Sactarianism as & polltl?&l
designftion meens the denial of one or more fundamental scientific theoreti -
cal concepts which reflect piven objective conditions and the conseguent den-
ial of activiiy in the given sphercse :

The various shades of B3akuninism, for instance, by failing to take intg ace-
ount the importance of the bourceois state and the nee@ for a proletarian
stete to temporarily supersede i%t, lcaves the proletariat t§ kXhe mercy_of that
bourgedis state; in fact, somctimes as the Anarcho-Syn@icallsts in Spain, be-
come part of that state in order to crush the proletariats

The Bordiguists and Communist Council groups, by disrega?ding‘the s?ruggle for
immediate demands, leave the field clear to _the opportunlst§ in making the pro
Tetariat prey to the bourgeois doctrine of Slass collaborations
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Liko rcformism, ultra-lcftism has its yoots iu the petty-bourgeoisice. The hise
tory of the development of the Marxian movement includes a history of tho stru-
gele against ultra-leltizm in its diffcrent forms m d its dirferent historieal
scttings, as a supplement to oprortunism o the same period,

larx and Englcs led the Iight in the lst, Inturnutional agninst Anarchism and

leid dovm the thooretical premise for thc strugglc that continucs to this day.
In the 2nd International the stru_gle tock on diffcrent formse. With the prov-
th of opportunism snd parliamentarism, many worlcrs rcacted en mass, but not

boing under the guiding hand of Marxists, svung to tiuc other oxtreme and adop-
ted syndicalism, which nlayed its groat role in the first part, of tho century,
up to the World War.

The World War rovcualed the basic wealness of these oprortunist and ultra-left
groupings. The vicorious Cctober Revelution and the establishment of the 3rd
Intcrnational coused regroupments to tale placcs, Cld forms blend:d into now,
and dofeats and sct-backs of the vorling class brought forth ncir forms of ul-
tra-loftism. Ir Italy “ho defeat threw tpén the surfacc vhe Bordighist move-
mont. In Germany the defeat brought forth the Communist Labor farty, vhich
latcer became the Council Groups,. ‘

FART II
TFE PCLITICAL MCVEMENT TCDAY

- T4E ANARCHIST INTERVWATICYAL

The Anerchist and Libertaricn Communist movement with its anarcho-syndicalist
unions, have rcvealcd by rrogram and action in the Spanish armed conflict,

that they arc a sbuzbling bloc in the way of social revolutions Their lfalsc
concept on thc question of the stato, their completc lack of understanding of
the problems of thac road to power, their pctty-bourgeois ideology and indivi-

dualist dogma, have leod them, in differcnt forms from the Stalinists and Speiale

ists, into the swamp of socinl-rcfornism, in support of the Mdemoeratic" capi-
talists against thc Tascist capitalists,

The first real tost of the Anarchists was in the Spunish Revolution. It proved
their uttcr bankruptey. The basic coneepts laid dovnr by Marx and Inples in the
1st Intcrnational have all wroven corrcct in this respect also. Anarchism- and
1ts various shadcs, is a petty-bourgcois movement; somctinics very militant in
form, but totally unscicntific, gaining its opposition to capitalism xore from
humsnitarian motives than scicntific ones, and rencting to it conscquently in
thoroughly unscicntific manncre It has failcd to analyze the historie root of
the state and pelitical struggles, and scos the statc and rolities, instcad of
the mode of production, as the root of all cvil.

THE SECCZD INTERNATICU

After the deeline of the lst Internationzl, the orpenizition of the working
class into a ncw 2nd Intornational was o progressive step in.helping to orga-
nize the prolotariat Tor independent working class nction., But the objective
situation of thc poriod - the growth and dovelopment of oupitalism, cspeeailly
in Sermmy, oided the "purc" parlisnenterians within the 2nd Intcrnational to
dominatc it. The ond Intcrncticonnl replaced the revolutionary strugelc with
the cvoluticnary day %o day rcforms; instond of duveloring internationnlism
further, it pormitted its owm orcen zeations to boeome mwrely o loosc Zudera=
tion of national ;rours botln in CTGANIZATICN AFD PUCGRALL,




Almost from its inecption n strupglc took plaece in the &nd Intcrnotionul bHut-
con the revolutiomary wing and the rcformist wing,'a struggle whieh boenme
sharpest in the peried of the 1905 Russian Revolution, Thc outbreak of the
first Jorld Var rcvénled its rotten structurc and its social patriotic rolo,
Without the 2id of sncinl-decmocrrcy. in mobilizing the prolctariat in most of
the imperialist countrics, and cspcelidlly in Germany, thoe World ¥ar could not
possibly have lusted so long, and might very lik¢ly heve becn transformed rmch
corlicr into specossful proleheriin revolutions apninst the imroridlists. ’

In the pnst war peried the 2nd Internationul (recorponized after its failure te |
function in the wnr yoors) beecmo the main prop of = dce~dont capitolisn, It
drowncd in blood - - for the hourgeoisic, onc revolution alfter cnothor, The
The growth of the 3rd Internntionnl dceinnteéd this bankrupt corpsec, but with
the degenerntion of the Comintern under St:linism, the 2nd Inbornational wos
nblc to rovive itsclf organizatiomnlly. 3ut.the 2nd Internntional and its |
Yoft"scetions remein unchanged - the party oftbotrayale It has its roots in
bourgeois democracy, still (xccutes the policics of the cuapitalists in tho
workors ranks. Like 01l roformist orgrnisations it e~n not be usced as on ine
strument of revolution., It must bc smashcd and leftvnrd movin: workcrs in its
ranks won over to Marxism, '

THIRD INTERNATIONAL

The bobrayel and collapsc .of the 2nd Intornatiencl ih the first.Wbrld Ylar po-
scd betore the revolutionists the mecd of o New Intcrnationnl, Lenin proclaime
cd this nced at the beginning of the war, in the fight agninst the socisl pate-
.-tiots, : : ' .

The victorious Octobcr Rovolution 1lcid the material basc for its rqalisa#ign. :

_ » O thc basis of. this victory and the rovolutionary upswing, phu R
'#rd Internntionnl, most dovoloped rovolutienary World Party in the history of 4
copitulism, grow under the lcadership of Lonin and Trotskys This progrees ST
continucd until the 1923 poriod.

Nevertheless, cven in Lenin's timo, o right opposition and an ultro-lcft op-
position constantly attemptcd to block thc rond tovi.rds rovdlutiop. The Inre
xists, under Lonin's leadership, succossfully kept theso revisionist forccs

in chock. Bub with the defents of the working class ~nd with o1l the orgine
jgrtional (and later sorious politioal) orrors of the Marxist Luft Cpposi = :
tion in thc Comintern, rovisionism gaincd the uppoer hande i

The Comintcrn under Stalinism, beenme the lgador of rovolutionary defents
(Gormany 1923, Englund 1926, Bulgaria, BEsthonin 1824, China 192?-27,.90rmﬂ- B
ny 1933, ctc.s itk many 2igzagd, Stalinism has dovelored fo tho right , -
from contrism to roformism, nnd today ploys o counter- rcvolutlognry.ro}f

in cvery rovolutionary uphonval in o last desperate cffort vo meintain 1us ;
buroeratic power against thc Soviets and world working cltsss p

Tho Comintern today is analogous to the 2nd Intcrnationcl of 1914, &s tp?
most powerful social putriotic forcc within the working closs. Like the
ond Internctional, the 3rd Internntional c~nrot bo roformed, crnuot bo
uscd ns on instrumont of rcvolutione

L}
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: et N | ORGANIC UNITY

'+ The dcgonoration of the 3rd Intcrnntionnl to the historio position of the 2nd
"+ Intornationnl, has posed the quostion of organic unity of tho. two organiza-
 tions as a solution of the task of building the Marxian vangunrd, Unity of
- thoso two Intcrnationals, howewer, would bd o unity that would furthcr onmosh
. tho prolctariat in the clutchcs of tho bourgooisic. By the greater illusions !
it would sprond in the working class, by thc unification of both its appara - |
tuses - unificd in order to strugglo against derxism and prolgtarian revolu-
tion, it would bo an ovon greater stunbling block on the road to revoelution,
than both partics arc today individually or eellcctivoly, '

Organic unity of those two roformist forces is o rcjoction of the Morxist mot- |
hod of building an international Party. Working class unity can only bo coc-
omplished on tho busis of o Marxist program., Organic unity of tho.2nd and-3rd
Internationcls would bo a condermation of the split of 1919, It is part of ‘
the, policy of supporting the "domoeratic" onpitalists as against the Fascist
capitalists. ' . '

THE LABOR AND FARMERSLABOR PARTY - )

- 8imilarly thc attompts to build a Labor or Fartior Lebor Party in tho United
Statos by bourgeois and social reformists, as well as o numbor of contrist
organizations, would ascomplish- tho samo ond, although in a difforcnt form

. -from organic unity. The Labor Porty is far more dangerous than tho advoca-
5 tion of o two class Farmor Labor Purty hodouso it holps confuse ndvanced wor-

 kors who already scc the fallacics of this reformist two class party. But a
Labor Party, too, built on o so-callcd "minimum® program, oan be only a.rcform-
ist Party, o ncw capitolist partys Tho only kind of party that scrves the ine
torosts of tho working class is thc Rovolutionory Mirxicn Party, Such o Party
can be built only by conscless strugglo against ¢npitalism which.carrics vwrith
it a strugglo against tho bourgoois cgonts within the ranks of labor,

But the Labor Farty proposcs prceiscly to umite ns mony ns possible of the
bourgeois ngoncios within tho ranks of lnbor into onc rcformist Party of co-
pitalism, Such o Party con only scrve to further hold the working closs in
chcek, to furthor eannnlize indopondent working class action, to supplomont
the treachorous work of the roformists in the trade union ficld (for instance
the CIO & AFL londorship) on the politienl ficld, .

The Morxists counturposc to thc roformist Lebor Party the linc of independent
political nction of thc working class through the political and orgnonization-
al indcpondcnce of the revolutionary Marxian organization, At no time must
tho Merxist Party affilintc with the Lebor Perty. Mombers of tho Revolution-
ery Merzian Organization who arc membors of tradc unions that offilinte ngrine
st their protcst to such « Party, work in the Lobor Farty through the .trade
unions as o fraction corrying out the position of the Marxinn orgenization.

THE LONDON BURO AND NEW ZIMMERWALD 1

To the left of the roformists stond the ccntrists. Outstanding world centrist
organizations, although very smill in comparison to tho 2nd and Srd Interna- |
tionnls, arc thc London Buro, thc Trotskyitcs, and the Intoermitional Brond-
loritcs, who nrc today uniting with the London Buros
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‘The London Buro was a loose fedetntiOn of centrist organizations of varying

shades, from cortain semi-Stalinist outfits, 'to such extreme Yleft" sections’

‘as the POUM, which uses Marxist phrases, has a.contrikt-groiram and is-in the
e i

présent Spanish Civil War,reformist in.action. Today, t ondon Buro has
orystalized into a ‘contrist Interpational. The typical Party of the Lendon
Buro is the Indepondent labor Party of Great Britain. The Buro itself has
the vaguest of wvague centrist program. For -the sake of unity it has con -
sistantly permitted the wattering down to the right of whatéver positions

4t has had. It would be principally falso today for the Marxists to affi-

E, 1ikte to the London Buro. .

Under certain conditions, ag,with,Lenin at Zimmerwald, es a étep toward the .

.. creation of an indepondent cemter, it is permissible as a temporary auxili.
-~ ary tactic, to affiliate to e loose oentrist international set-up, providing

the Marxist organization koeps its political and organizational independence,

- and works as an independent force within the centrist set-up to win over and

achieve a rogroupment of the left forces on a Marxist basis and bust up the
centrist outfit, : : E

But to make the building of a centrist set-up the linc for recrystallizing
the foroes of & new Fourth International, instead of meking it mercly a
possible temporary auxiliary under certain conditions to the line of build-
ing an independent Marxian centor, such a position, known as the "Now 2im.
merwald" line, is a breach with Marxism, an attempt to establish a "oft!
organic unity of centrist and possibly Marxist organizations. .

New Zimmerwald, like the tﬁeory of organic unity, attempts to crystallize a
united notionnl or international organizeotion of so-called lefts by a seri-
es of stagos. Like the London Buro it attempts first to build "councils" of

" action which covor not specific actions but an abstract opposition against

‘Pascism, war, or some other ovil of: capitalism, By such steps thc New Zime

morwaldists hope to establsih finally o unificd organizction on a "minimum®™

~ left program - in other words on a left centrist program,

Morxists rejoot affiliation to the London Buro and the linoc of New Zimmor -
wald as the ROAD TO BUILDING THE NEW FOURTH INTERNATIONAL. The Fourth Ine
ternational must be built.not by unification with centrist organizations,

but by the political and organizational soperation from centrist organizae

. tions and the winning of thoir clements among othors to a Matxian line on
" the basis of an anti-capitalist orlentation. '

, THE INTERNATIONAL BRANDLERITES |
Tﬁé'Brandler right opposition, which bogaﬁ with the Bfandlor-Thalhcimof_gr-

- oup in tho 1923 falsc line of tho Comintern in Germany, is today only o

shodow of its formor solf, The Lovestono group in America is its largost
forco, Having supported the Comihtorn even aftor its expulsion as a right

" opposition to it,- the Brandlerites have only reccntly cut looso from the
" Gomintorns But thoy havo dono so .on & progrom far to the right oven of

their own former program, In the United States they support a. social paci-
fist anti-war organization, advocate thc Labor Party, ald the worst.trade_
union burocrats and rod-baitors in the country, and support all sorts of ° -~

bourgeois bills and programs. Despitc their presont opposition to Stalin-

ism, thoy stand on the samo fundamantal line of socialism in onc country.

l‘.Thoy are n bankrupt sect, trith a totally cconomist approach, thatvwil}_shift

fff‘from.ono unprincipled unity or oricntation to anothore



TROTSKYITE CENTRISTS

Under the leadership of Irotsky the Left Opposition was formed in the Soviect
Union %o stryggle hgainst the Stalinist rovisionism and undermining of the
prolctarian dictotorship. Tho Loft Opposition was the Marxian trunk of the
Gomintern. Aftor its cxpulsion 'in 1927-23, thc Intornatioral Left Opposi-
tion contimuod the strugglcf or Marxism. But important political crrors in
tho orgenizational roolm wore gorricd over on o larger scalo into tho Intere
naticnal Loft Opposition. Thesc orrors within the ILO program, primerily the
false cvaluation of tho then contrist CI as Marxist and the conscquent oriene-
taticn on it end attempt to rcform it, were extended grodually to other sphe-
rcs. But tho dccisive turning point from Marxism to contrism camc on the hoe:-
le of tho Gorman dofcat and tho subsoquont “Fronch Turn" when most of the Tro-
tsky scotions liquidated into Whe 2nd Intcrnational on the rovisionist pre-
misc that social domocracy con Bocome an instrumont of proletarian rcvolution,

" From this period on all of th¢ basie con90p£s of Marxism worce reviscd: the
rolo of the Party, tho jucstion of rovolutionary defcatism, role of the stato,
of the Dictatorship of the Prolctariat, and a number of othor fundamentul

positions.

The Trotskyitcs, although thoy still call for o 4th Intcrnotionnl, coan build
only a centrist Intcrnational, if they build anything at all, The Trotsky
movement ocn not bé uscd ws an instrument of prolétarian rcvolution; it is an
obsteolo to it. To affiliatc to or liquidatc into tho Trotskyitc orgoniza =

tion is ecapitulation and rcvision of Marxisme

CENTRIST ORGANIZATIONS CAN'T BE REFORMED

~ Although it is possible, during dortt.in ncriods, cspceinlly prolctarian upe

surgces, to win over oven tho bulk of tho mombors of a contrist orgonization

to Mnrxism, it is impossiblc to roforma centrist orgenigzation in the scnso

that Lonin "reformed® the Bolshovik Party. of 1917 in his strugglo over  tho
April Thosis. In that instance Lenin fighting against & contrist lecdershi

wes able to ‘agoin stecr the Bolshovik Party (a Marxian Perty) on th¢ road to
rovelution without fundamental changes in the party.

But this is not truc of a centrist orgonization. Its mombership ean be won
over to Marxism only by a rejcotion of its whole past coursc, a purging of
its loadership, o rc-cducntion of the membership, and o radical rocoastructe-
jon of its structurc and program. Unification is somotimes prermigsable with
a lcft contrist force, but only on the basis of o Merxian progrom and os an |
auxiliary to tho gonoral linc of the Marxists for building thc rovolutionury
partye.
S REVOLUTICNARY MARXISM

Revolutionnry Marxism rcproscnts the interosts of tho Intcrnntional prolc-
torint ns & wholo, orpganizing independont class action of tho working clase,
unifying its strugglc on a nationcl ond intornational scalo, thereby placoe
ing tho prolotariat ot thc head of the strugglo of all of the oppresscd nas-
 scs against imporiclism. Its 2im is the forccoful overthrow of the capita-

list systcm end the building of a sociclist socicty. It participetes in tho
mcans toward the cnd, alwrys coordinctce

struggle for immedictc domonds as o
ing this with its ultimate aimse
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| gverzﬁclass in history that has attained power had a conscious vanguard guid- .
ng v . -

The vanguards of the capitalist class, the parties of capitalism, are part of
the capitalist. superstructure, and reflect in important respects the mode of
production under capitalism. Bourgeois Parties are national, and both centra-
lized and anarchistically autonomous in certain respects; just as bourgeois
economy attempts to solve its problems within the nationel scope; just as boue

;g:ois economy is centralized within each factory but anarchistic 6n the mar-
ot. _ _ .

The proletarian vanguard must consciously guide the proletariat to a new type
of society, the transition period between capitalism and Socialism, a tempo~
rary state necessary to eliminate remnants of the bourgeoisie and its econo-
my, before Socialism canbe instituted; and like the parties of other classes
must reflect in its important aspects the mode of production it intends %o
help bring about,

Phe proletarian vanguard - the Revolutionary Marxian Organization - must be in-
ternational in scope, in program and orgenization; must be based on democratioc
.centralism; must be politically and organizationally independent of all other

. parties. :

MARXISM

The Marxian program consists of the application of Dialectical Materialism - |
the scientific theory of knowledge - to the field of political economy and o
the class struggle. : ' |

Dialectioal Materialism conceives of theprocess of nature as one of a contra-
dictory development of opposites through a process of birth, growth, and de-
oay, a process of evolution culminating in revolutiornary changes.

‘Dialectical Materialism applied to history is called Historical Materialism.
Historical materialism is the theory that "the mode of production of mater-
-ial 1ife determines the social, political and intellectual processes of life,
In a certain stage of their development the material forces of production of
society come into contradiction with the existing relations of production, or,
which is only a juridical expression for the same thing, with the relations of
-property within which they had hitherto moved. From forms fgr the development:
- of these forces of production, they are transformed into their fetters. We
~'then enter upon an epoch of social revolution .

Marxism is the combination of theory and practice in order to change the world;
. to liberate mankind from capitalism, The Marxian organization brings the so=--
© eialist ideology to the class from "without". The class by itself may obtain
the stage of class consciousness; may organize itself, for instance, into tra.
de unions with class struggle program: But socialist ideology 1s the highv
est stage of class consciousness, The most developed section’ of the working
. elass - the vanguard, the Marxian Party - having reached socislist conscious-
. ness, .must impart this scientific understanding to the rest of the class, in



'actipn, in 1ife itself; and must ofystalize this work into greater organiza-
tion ‘of both the class in its unions, Workers Councils, etc.; and of the ed-
vanced section of the class into its Party. - '

POLITICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL INDEFENDENCE

The Party, if it is to serve the unified interests’of the proletariat, must re-
main politically and organizationally independent of all other parties; alth-
ough it must attempt by various methods - fraction work, united front work, ete.

to penetrate other so-called working class parties, =~ -
e THE PARTY, THE CLASS, AND STATE POWER

The Party serves the INTERESTS of the class, but must not stoop to the backward
desires of the class, which at this or that given period may be determined as

a result of bourgeois education or pressure from the bourgeoisie. Under cap-
italism the Party acts as the vanguard force of the class; under the Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat the working class rules through the Workers Councils
under the ideological leadership of the Party which fights in the interest: of
the class. The Party is NOT the Victatorship. The class Dictatorship is exe-
rcised through the Workers Gouncils, suprlemented by the Trade Unions and other
organizations, ‘ : : _ S

DEMCCRATIC CENTRALISM

The ‘form of .the Party under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat must approxi-

mate the form of the economy of that state, It must be international, permit-’
* ting of democratic discussion and rights in arriving at all policies, but uni-
fied in sarrying them out. The Party under capitalism must also have this
structure if it is tocarry out its historic task. ‘

Democratio CGntralism, like the Marxian proéram itself; of which it is a part,
can be - under certain material conditions ~ distorted and revigsed into buro=-

cratic forms, into a non-Marxian organizational form. This revision in the or-

ganizational sphere of lLarxism has at its root, no matter whether it comes "tm
_the surface before or after the development of burocracy, revisionism of the
fundamentul line of Marxism. '

. HISTORICAL TASKS QF THE FARTY

"ThelParty thét does not keep stép with the historical tasks of its own class -
will become an indirect tool of the other classes at the best, and a counter-
revolutionary instrument if not corrected". "Mihen history makes an abrupt

turn,. even the most advanced parties are for a longer or shorter period of time’

unable to adapt themselves to new.conditions. They keep repeating the slogans
of yesterday, slogams which were correct yesterday, but which have lost all

meaning today, becoming devoid of meaning ‘'suddenly', with self-same 'suddenness
that history makes its abrupt turns". - _ B

ThéiParty must keep abreast of each givehs,tep of the historical process; mist |
" UTILIZE ALL T4E LESSONS GAINED BY THE PRCLETARIAT Ik ITS STRUGGLES, if it is %o
win to its banner the masses for proletarian revolution. - : v

|

i
!
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L PROPAGANDA GROUP WITH A MASS ORIENTATION

'[fhe Revolutionary Marxian Urganization in its first stage of development takes
on the form of a League or group. The political formula of this League, based
lon"a general Marxian program, is the two fold condition of theory and practice
'of & propaganda group, with a mass orientation (action in the class gtruggle.)

‘The transformation of the Peague into a Party is not a question of mere rumhers,
although the question of numbers is part of the problem. Numbers differ in each
sountry; likewise the same number in a given party can denote either a weak =~ or
gtrong Party. -To evolve to the higher level of the Party, the League must be a-

bleto transform its mass orientation into mass INFLUENCE. This new stage is @
cadre party with mass influence - a Party not of the general mass, but only of
its most advanced and leading sections. o : S ,

x‘pfépaganda group with a mass orientation can win the advanced workers - work-

ers with.other politicsl attachments, or those well developed politically - and
4he broad layers of the class, only if it carries out an anti-capitalist, pro-

communist orientation. %o conocentrate on the advanced section of the class - to

develop the theory that the main enemy is Stalinism (as the Trotskyites-do)-can

lead only to sectarianism and opportuniem. A similar fate awaits thoso who con-

eentrate on and tail-end the backward prejudices of the broad massess

Afhs_main enemy isiéapitalism.' The bourgeois‘agents in its'fanks are gart of the
bourgeols structure. Po concentrate the whole, or almost the whole of one's act-

ivity, on this part; is to negate the struggle against the whole. ' Similarly to
#0llow the desires of the broad mass - desires developed and maintained by the
bourgeois superstrugture - means in effect to be following bourgeois e¢lass cole
laboration ideologys o ' :

THE NEW COMMUNIST (4th) INTERNATIONAL ~

Mthough the qumunist3Faurth_International does not exist today, its founda-
. %ion must be lald in the present period,...The Revqlutionary Marxian Organiza-
tion’mst work for the‘buglﬁing of the New. International as the most essential
.gagpaiof=the working olass iﬂ;ﬁxjigstoféﬁhiéve powére .- S ‘-

AL T | . " o

‘.f‘qP' : . ‘ o - ’ T et S R S LRI .- " .
TQmoh en International will:bgiq"democrutiq-qggtrﬁl&zedathld:Party;:with natio~
~pal sections working' to smash world imperialism ‘and ostablish a world prolete=
~‘#lan state, - Igs world program will take'intojéons&darat;on?the,peculiarities

of each gountry, the uneven doveldpments -of, gapitalism, and. will have to map out
" apecific "national" programs for the working class in each country.

".Ae a first step in this direction, the Revolutionary Workers League of the Uni-
. "%ed States, is working towards the developing of contact with revolutionary
“Lferces in other countries and the ostablishment of an International Bure, based

#;apon the principles of Marxisms
| |
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W THE 5OCIAL REVOLUTION

History has placed on the order ofthe day the social revolution of the proleta~ '
riat agaiQsﬁzthe exploitersi Although the present period of decay is marked .
with imperialist wars and politicel revelutions, colonial wars of liberation,
the orowning point and decisive struggle against world capitalism is the strigs
gzle to ovetthrow the existing property‘relations, gmash the exploiters statej
and in its rlace establish new socialiat property relations and a new type of

4

State, a Workers State. , 4
A REVOLUTIONARY § ITUATICN

The socisl revolution is not the product of any group of {ndividuals no matter
how thorough or capable they may be.: 1t is the result of the objective econor
mic breakdown -~ the inevitable economic breakdown of capitalism, which can and
must be guided through correct channels by a subdjective f orce { the Marxist Partj
if it is to.be seccessfully concluded. . : -

The three key factors that distinquish a revolutionary gituation from other per-
iods are: : ‘ 1
: 1 Eéononic breakdown. , .
- 2. The inability of the exploiters to continue to rule in the old ways]
‘With the incredsing crises and depressions the divisione in the ranks of the :
' bourgeoisie bedome greater and greater; the antagonism detween thé bpurgeoise i
and ‘the petty-bourgeoisie increases; the smaller booty gernered by capitalism
as a whole can obviosly only have theresult of a much sharper struggle in its |
division, Add to that the maturing of the class struggle arising out of the f
samo situation., In these factors lie the explanation for the inability of the
exploiters to continue to rule in the old ways. -
3 The class struggle is sharpened and the masses are thrown into act-!
ion of a revolutionary nature: The economic struggles for immediate demands be=
come metamorphosed into political struggles against the stote end for ultimate

demands.

But to transform these historical factors into a successful social r evolution,
a fourth factor, the Revolutionary Marxian Organization; which guides the mass~
es in action against the class enemy plays the decisive role. For «despite the i
favorablo objective situation the activity of the masses may be derailed or chan
neliged into bourgeois channels by the reformists, centrists and other agencies .
of capital, as in Spain today, Russia under Kerensky, Germany under Ebert, ctc.
Cnly the Marxian organization - the vanguard of the class - can point out the

aims, methods, strategy of the social revolution, developed on the basis of the
total cxperience of tho.class, and lead the class toward the soizure and main- |

tonanco of power. ;

THE ATM OF THE REVOLUTION

The basic quostion in any revolution is that of state power. Possession and co*
trol of the economic apparatus docs not in itself solve the problem of power.
Without an instrument of force and oppression sgainst the enemy oloss - re- |
moindcrs end reminders of which play a role for many yoars after the seizure of
powor - without this instrument fthe State) the proletariat can not seize or f
hold power. Unless this is undorstood, there can be no intelligent participa-

tion in tho revolution, let alonc directing it. Our aim is the social revolu-

tion, a proletarian revolution which will establish tho workers' rule and chang
decisively the mode of production, rcplacing the profit gystem with production |
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£3* usc. But this aim can be accomrlished only through the destruction of the
urgeois state and the establishnent for a certain period during transition

jdonomy to socialism, of the Vorkers State, the Dictatorship of the Proletariat

against the Bourgeoisie and its remnants,. The bourgeois state c an not be made

. 4g.serve in the interests of the proletariat. It rust be overthrown and rep-

imoed by the Workers State, which in the United States will take the form of Work-

ers Council Government, :
S : THE CHARACTER OF THE STATE

The state is a praduct of irreconcilable class antagonisms., It is the instru~
gient of the ruling class, used for the subjection and exploitation of the ex-
pleited and oppressed masses. 80 long as there are classes in soclety, there
will be the state. The character of the state changes on the basis of changes
in the mode of production. The three systems of expleitation - chattel slavery,
feudalism, and capitalism - have all had states based on the exploitation of man |
by man. ' . , - o
‘Regardlegs of its form, ecach state is-a DICTAORSHIP over the orpressed masses

of the people - no matter whether it is a monarohy, Republic, bourgeois "Demo~
eracy", a People's Front, or Fascist State, Its function is to defend the pro-
perty rights of the rulers with force of arms against the ruled. It throws re-
forms and concessions to the working class, under capitalism, only under pres~

sure and only in order to maintain its stability. But these are merely manou-

wers within the gefieral framework of the dictatorship AGAINST the oppressed.

Before classes appeared in society, there was no state. When classes disappear,
under communism, the state will disappear. But in that period, between capita~
-14sm and communism, when economy has not reached & high enough stage for social~
48t production, for the COMPLETE liquidation of classes and of the former rulers,
%he bourgeoisie, the Workers State remains as a temporary instrument to accomp«

lish that end. : '

THE CHARACTER OF THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION

fhe revolution varies according to the economic development and conditions in |
sa¢h given country. 'In economically beckward countries where the majority of

the population are peasants, the first PHASE of the social revolution will be
bourgeois democratic (egrarian). This does not mean that in the present croch
;W8 will witness an agrarian revolution in such countries today and later on &
6letarian revolution. On the contrary, the bourgeois (agrarian) phase of the
-~ #8yolution continue into the proletarian phase; and the problems of the bour-
;geois revolution can be solved only by the proletarian rovolution. In the ad-,
’¥anged capitalist countries, with the majority, or & near majority of the mass-
. §b=belonging to the working class, the revolution will be from the very ?cgin-
‘5ﬂg, the proletarian revolution, both in form and content, even though in

arts of most of thess advanced countries, there will be agrarian carryovers
t will color the struggle.

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTICN ;

- important aspect of the problem of the social revolution is the question of
8 dynanic developmont until the proletariat smashes the bourgeois state and
Bstablishes its own rulc. The SOLUTION of the working class problems, @&s well
$>the solution of the problems of the oppressed massces, o&n be obtained only
%Y the permanent dovelopment of the revolution from one stage to the next until
¥%ate power is seized. This is called the permanent revolution.

'y
. '
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¢ of inperialiem, bourgeols demecratis revelutions in baclowmy

R
't the eerly &
countries were pessible and the bourgeois regime resulting from such a revolu-
tien could be stabilized for e period., Nevertheless, the proletariat was the .
. motor force of these revolutions. A solution of the agrarian and democratic 3
tasks oould be achieved only by the proletariat carrying the. revolution over to'
the proletarian revolution and the seigure of power. . ,

*!bday._in backward countries, this relation between the agrarian carryovens,-thif

‘?uuhourgeoia demooratic revolution, and the proletarian revolution takes on the com
"' gent _of an agrarian (bourgeois) PHASE, as thef irst stage of the PROLETARIAN REJ)
. WOLUPION. This is due to the economic development of capitelism which has passe

o
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beyond a condition of a bourgeois democratic revolution separate and distinet fg
the proletarian revolution, : . . ke

The next important aspect of the permanent revolution is the relation of the es‘

tablishment of proletarian power in one country to world economy. The building §
of socialism in one single country, under the presesure of world ocapitalism, is#
impossible and reprosents a reactionary national revisionism which is a negatiod

 of the social revolution. Only by utilizing the isolated Soviet State as a cone

ter for world revolution, only by pursuing the program of extonding the revolu= 4
tion to ome or more countrics as rapidly as possible can the single Soviet Stato
continue its growth., . . o

The permanont revolution in relation to this second aspeot of the problem, demax
Pirst of all, steps toward the oxtension of the October revolution, and as part:
of this, tho industrialization of the Workors State, with an inercase workors sl
in material things and workers' democracy to the degree of the internal devecloy
ment, in order to tako advantage of the revolutionary situations that mature, ai
transform them into successful revolutions.. : ’ ' ]

Thﬁ'third-aspect of tho permanent revolution oxXpressos the class antagonism in |
thoso countrics where tho Dictatorship of tho Prolotariat has been establighod,
In those countries, tho class struggle continues, only under the now condition ¥

" that the formor oxploited majority controls state powor. This continues until 7

économic development lays the foundation for tho elimination of classcs and tho}
withoring away of the State, : - S .

FORM AND CONTENT CF THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION ' ' 5

Tho strategy of prolotarian rovolution follows no bluc print. To ropeat mecha- |
nically the lessons of the victorious Octobor Revolution in other countries, 3
would lead to dofoat. Tho poculiaritios of cach country (e.g.. tho Nogro quooej
tion in the U,S.) mast be takon into account, Each revolution has now and dife-.
foront forms that must bo considered. But at the samc time, wo mast not forgetj
that tho fundamentals of capitalism are worldwide and the fundamental questionsi
of evory revolution are the same in content, though differont in forme In that
light we can consider a goncral strategy of proletsrian rovolution and tho los-
song of tho October Rovolution in Russias

-

e g

The task of tho vanguard is to unify in ACTION tho proletariat and the mojority
of the opprossod for a struggle for powor, This docs not moan political and ord
‘genizational unity of the so-callod working class partiocs; on tho countrary, in
ordor to put forth a PROGRAM that scrves the INTERESTS of thc class, it is nooct
sary to conduot tho sharpost political strugglos ogoinst these agencios of the |
bourgcoisio in labor's ranks. Tho unity in action of tho oppresscd masscs o= |
gainst tho ruling clase can only be achicved on'tho‘bus}s of th9 r?v?lufigngny i

R . .-

~




ROGRAM; without this progrem, strotegy and goal, the strugglo is bohcaded from
eho start. . : '

‘wno program itsclf is floxible as to tactics and strutogy, olthou 4
i;rinciplcs (surplus valuc, position on the stote, prolctégghn d;gka};égﬁagfiigu
ganent revelution, indcpondent class action, etc.) remain -unchanged. Therc is a
‘distinction for-instance, between the lino of action during go=called "pcaceful",
J,re-rcvolutionary poriods, when the vanguard is primarily concorncd with purtici-
pating in and raising the struggles of the masscs for irmcdintc dcmands to a hi-
“ghor political planc of class struggle; ond periods of Fovolutionary upsurge,
swhon therc is the actual strugglc for powcrs -8imilarly there is o differconce bo-
ﬁgmen tho strategy in the struggle for power and aftcr, power has becon scizced.

WORKERS COUNCILS AND THE FARTY

i

"Bhe Party -cannot take tho masscs into its orgtnizational folds and the Purty conw-
wpot utilize this most powerful soeinl force without somc proper organizational
“shanncls. Undor capitclism, the most cffoctive woapons are the industrial unions
«and in a period of rcvolution, although the unions play &n inervasingly important
.pole, thc Workers Councils, springing up at tho time ns the higher form of prole-
“tarion organizotion to become thc decisive orgons through which the vanguard Par-
%y functions as the guidc to the class. Workers Councils arc not "ercated" by
“%he rovolutionists. Like tho Unions, thoy aro tho products of thc new conditions
~of tho socicl revolution. When the objective conditions arc ripc, the rovolution-

"4sts toko the initiative in organizing and developing thoso instruments.

;Aftcr powsr is scized, tht Workers Councils, composcd of doclcgatoes dircctly from
‘¢he foetoribs,” farms, otc., bocome the ruling orgins of thc state. Novertheloss,
“Marxists moke no fotish of Yorkers Counoils, just as: they make no fetish of uny

- ORGANIZAT IONAL formi Undor the domination of the revisionists, the Councils mny, *
ander certain circumstances, bo obstacles to revolution. .

-

, morcly a mochanical bloc of partics with the membership of thcst
:gartics making up tho totdl monbership of the Sovighs, arc fatnl caricaturos. - The'
Sovicts of workcrs, soldicrs and peasants takc on diffcrent forms, gpring up tho~- -
.ugh differont chennels, cte., but no matter whot the forms are thoy must cmbrace
‘¢he decisive soctions of thc workers in the given spheres of cconomie lifec. The
~8oviots are basod on primoerily industricl rather than goographic structurc; al-
“though thcycan havc an cloment of tho geographic in their structurc. Frocdom_of
,political oxprgssion in tho rovolutionary potiod mist bc maintuined, The Sovicts,
. through thoir cdministrative bodics must mointain. control of the cconomic lifo,
" %ho armed forecs ond the goneral function of socicty if the prolctariat is to bé-

:qome tho ruler of socicty.e.

ﬁdeicts which arc

“In periods of révolutioh, tho Sovicts arc o dual form of stote in opposition to
t ondcavor to rcmove from its of-

“the bourgoois statc. 4s such tho Sovicts mus

‘ficials oll of thosc who onter tho bourgeois govornment, 1o motter what form it
~ ~takes, be-it a coalition govornment, "1abor", or Wyorkers" government. Tho loa-
" ders of thc Sovicts must be allowcd to rulc ONLY THROUGH THE SOVIETS.

DUAL POWEZR AND THE PARTY

:Evory prolctarian rovolution has & ccrtain period which sidc by side with the
fgovornmcnt of thc bourgeoisie there nas dcvel ped another, 08 yct, ycak,»cmbry-
‘onic, but undoubtcdly roal and groving government - the Soviets of Workers and

' Soldiers Dopubicse
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This power is the type of the Paris Commune of 1871.

The fundamental characteristios of this type of power are:

1 - Its origin is not in luw previously considered and passed by:the bourgeoisi
but in the direet initiative of the masses from below, everywheres; in the out=
right "seigzure" (to use a popular expression) of the mines, mills, factories,
and land. '

2 = Instead of the police and the army - institutions separate from the people
and bpposed to the people -~ there is the direct arming of the whole people; '
orderly government is thus assured by the armed workers and oppressed masses th
selves, by the armed people itself. ' ‘

8 - Officials, burocrats, are either displaced by the direct rule of the people
or at any rate, rlaced under special control; the officials of the dual power
are not only elected by the peorle but also tecome subject to recall at the ini
tiative of the people; instead of burocrats forming a privileged social strat
oocupying snug, highly remunerative berths, the new officialdmm is composed of
workers skilled in handling the "tools" of government and receiving mlaries
not exceeding thode of the average skilled workers.

THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

The-Dual Power - the embryonic Workers State existing side by side with the old
bourgeois apparatus - is finally resolved by an armed struggle, an armed ine
surreotion against the powers that be, and the liquidation in toto of the old
state. The new society and state that arises is the Distatorship of the Prole

etariat,

The Dictatorship of the Proletariat #s a persistent struggle, sanguinary and
bloodless, violent and peaceful, military and economic, educational and adminis{
trativc, against the forces and traditions of the old society., The force of
habit of millions and tens of millions is a terrible force. Without an iron
party steeled in the strugglcs, without a Party enjoying the confidonce of all
that is good and honest in the given class, without a Party capablc of kceping
track of and influencing the moods of the masses, it is impossible to cqnduct
the struggle successfully. |

‘The dietatorship of the Prolctariat is based upon new property relations, upon
sociclized property relations,with the nationalization of the decisive.section
of the cconomy (to begin with and as far as possible under the given circume
stances) under the control of the working class through its organs of powor
and with socialized instead of individual appropriations, The organizationnl
form of this Dictatorship is the Soviet structure with its organs of force, th
Workers Army, and its othcr administratiwe bodies, ;

The proletariat neceds this state for the purpose of crushing its antagonistse.

The proletarian state is a "transitional phenomenon" which is necded "in the

revolutionary strugglc". In the proper sense it is not a state, It is a spec
1al transitional form of a state, the first state to be based upon productive
relations trat arc for usc rather than for profit, the first state to be based
on tho rule of the formor exploited majority instead of the exploiting minori
the first state that hns as its purpose the utilization of the forces of pro-
duction to such an extent that classes disappear, and the state itself begins
wither away., It is the first state that preparcs the way for real and universd
freedom, a freedom possible only under the higher economic order of Communisme
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i THE PARTY AND THE DICTATORSHIT
hc Dictatorship of the Prolctariat) are

_ Iho Marxion Party and the Workers Stete (t
. pot one ond the some, as tho Stalinists and other rovisionists would havc us bece
3ievo. The Workers State is based on democratically clccted Soviets of worker.
ppom the factorics, farms and mines, no matter vhether they belong to thc Party
wpr not. Tho Party end thc Workers Stote arc not cntirely separated, on the other
“hand. The Marxian organization is thc guiding forec of thc Sovicts, through which
"the olass cxercisecs its dictatorship. '
THE SOVIETS AFTER POVER
IS SEIZED

“# gho Sovicts in tho poriod of dual. powor and the Soviets as the instrument of
+ Froletarian Dictatorship ropresent two difforent stagos of thc strugglo;s Under
“sopitalism, in the perioed of dusl power, all "working class parties” (roformist,
Fosentrist, Morxist) must be given full froedom of cxpression, The massos them-
gelves will judgo and test the various positions in action; rnd if given full
% ‘froedom of cxpression will be able to select thc Party representing its class
> intercsts, the Marxicn organization, and move to the scizurc of powcre

arty thot scrves the INTERESTS of. the working
toblishment of tho ncw order do not accept
ther to proparc the

2 3% are partics of the bourgeoisio attemptin% in onc way or ano
for the ro-ostablishment of the bourgeols orders Thoy mus

. woy
" as all parties of the oxploiters must be supprosscde

kS
v
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oweover, only onc p

iMThere can be, h
i eslasss Thosc partics which aftor the es

t be gsupprossed

"5 '#his docs not includs, however, cortain parties, groups, or fractions, which in
7 the first poriod of the Workers State accopt the Proletarian Dictotorship and
.~ 4ts foundotioh principloss Such partios and groups will continuc to cxist vwrith
© full frecdom of cxprossion within thc bounds of tho now society until thoy are by
' g natupnl procecss morgoed into the Marxion party, or until their policies drive
 them into fundamental opposition to the new socictys .
utionary partios docs not
{ factions within the
d the freedom of expresse
atic rulc of the

‘ The suppression of anti-working cless end countor-revol
~ mean the suppression of Workers Domocracy. The right o

bounds of domooratic centralism in the Marxicn party, an
on in thc union, workcrs council, ote, will assurc tho'dcmocr

aqan, Y W
walotnriot
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STRATEGY & TACTICS OF THE
© CLASS STRUGGLE
REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY

Revolutionary strategy must be based upon the world character of
capitalism, World capitalism today brings to the surface, in ab--
rupt changes, revolutionapy situations, which, is not transformed
into successful revolutions by the vanguard and the masses, will ‘
be seized on by reaction to establish some form of counter-revolu~ |
tionary power, . . i

Revolutionary strategy and tactics flow from revolutionary theory.,
The cornerstone of revolutionary strategy is the policy of inde \
pendent action of the working class, The development of this ind~ |
ependent action - the bursting asunder of the bonds that tie the 1
proletariat to the bourgeois gystem - has undergone a process from
the birth of cepitaliem, Each step in the direction of the inde-
pendent action of the class must be studied by the Marxian vanguard
so that none of the errors of the past are made; its lessons are
assimilated; and the proletariat shall not be forced to repeat

past mistakes and defeats. ' :

In the present epoch of wars and revolutions, revolutionary stra-
tegy and the tactics which are subordinated to that strategy, have |
taken on greater importance than ever before, Marxism is an inter-.
linkage of theory and practice, Failure to develop the scientific r
practice - strategy - from the scientific theory, inevitably leads
to the negation of that theory, '

DEVELOPMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY

The 1st International was the first bdhg step taken to make the
proletariat conscious of itself as an intermational and an inde-
endent force. The strategy it laid down in the course of its ex-
stence was one based on a period of still progressive struggles
of the bourgeoisie, in which the proletariat was correct to give ‘
its support under its own independent banner. It was a strategy ‘
worked out in opposition to Utopian Socialism, Anarchismj Proud- (
honism, and Bakuninism, o , {

The 2nd International by reassembling the forces of the proleta-
riat internationally under the banner of Marxism, gave the labor
movement new impetus, But almost from the first the >nd Interna-
tional was hopelessly divided into two generally opposing forces,
with the revisionists dominating its apparatus, The strategy of y
the majority was that the "movement is everything, the end is no- |
thing", Buch a strategy could not but end in the social patriotism
of 1914 and the counter-revolutionary role of 1918 onwards. |




¥he victorious October Revolution and the establishment of the 3rd
International developed revolutionary strategy to a higher stage.
'Based on the lessons of the 1905 and the two 1917 revolutions it
doveloped that strategy to fine detail, including the forms of the
rworking class rule and power, But the growth of Stalinism as a
fpevision of Marxism supplanted this development with the nationa-
Aist theory of Socielism in One Country. ' ‘ _ o

‘$he 4th Communist Internztional is nécessary today to re-establish
;Marx an principlés and revolutionary strategy in their rightful
tplace.’ Based on the experiences of the victories and defeats of
“the last twenty years it will develop a strategy even more compre~
ﬁhensive than that of the 3rd International .under Lenin, The Revo-
ilutionary Workers League, as a movement for: the building of the 4th
«Gommunist International, Has made revolutionary strategy a central
ypoint of its program, That strategy and.line has already been .
“tested and found correct in the RJL!'s theoretical work and some
ipractical activity in the Spenish Civil Wars- | o

WHAT IS REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY -

‘Revolutionary strategy is a combined system of analyses of events
.and actions based on these analyses, which have as their aim the
‘development of the proletariat towards the conquest of power. Rev-
‘olutionary tactics are the single acts that fit into this strategy.
‘The manouvering ability and flexibility of revolutionary strategy -
48 of a subordinated, auxilliary, and expedient character in re-
‘Jation to the principled method of revolutionary struggle., The
‘execution of revolutionary strategy and tactics is dependent on

‘the weapon of the class, the Revolutionary Marxian Party. .

'THE CLASS STRUGGLE

‘Revolutionary strategy is based on the class struggle, the irre-
-concilability of classes, It is the application to the various
situations of the policy of independent class action. S

The irreconcilebility of classes under capitaelism-does not mean thet
‘the exploited class, the proletariat, never makas Any gains or re-
‘forms under capitalism, But there is a distinction tetween the ma-
terial .gains made by independent working class action.(class gains),
-Which are. a step in the direction of greater class solidaraty under
revolutionary léadership toward the proletarianirevolution; énd
‘ithose granted by the bourgeoisie (reforms) in an attempt to deaden
the class~consciousness of‘the proletariat and thereby <o channelize
‘working class action, . Eveén. though the material .gains in hotha-in-~
ngtences may be similar) ‘the two types-of gains are in their class
inature antipathetical,  -Material gaihs *"granted” by the cxplniters
raré (objectively) due tb cldss pressure no matter. whe ther Zent2d
vaftar or on threat of class -dction, or through the labor 1lieu-.en~-
‘ant3 of capital in order to check class action, , :
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IMMEDIATE DEMANTS AND ULTIMAT E DEMANDS

The Revolutionary Marxian organization fights for the day to day
immediate demands of the working class, but at not time separates
them from the aim and object of the ultimate demands for the overw
throw of capitalism, Immediate demands gained will never eolve the
problems of the proleteriat; they can at best ameliorate them for
a time, Under decay capitaiisn the bourgeoisie is less and less
capable of granti.g reforms, The bourgeoisie takes those gains
back in a hundred different forms: inflation, speed-up, rationali-
zation, stretch out, political ajpueals for patriotiem, etc., The
imrediate needs of the working class can be solve finally and cone-
clusively only by the full and complete overthrow of capitalienm,
Revolutionists struggle for immediate Qemands in that ligh*, as a
means of developing step by step the gonscicusness of the proie- |
tariat to the need of the overthrow of capitaliam, ‘

The opportunists are concerned with the immediate demands as an

end in themselves, while the ultra-lefts are totally oblivicus of
these necessary struggles of the proletariat and are concerned only
with the ultimate demand, The revolutionists try to achieve a
proper correlation of these actions to help guide leftward moving .
layers of the working class on the road to revolution,  In the
period of revolution the immediate demands merge and blend s one
with the ultimate demands, }

. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNORGANIZED INTO INDUSTRIAL
UNIONS WITH A CLASS STRUGGLE POLICY -

Revolutionists work to orgenize the unorganized workers for the
struggle for immediate demands in the economic sphere into indu~
strial unions with a class struggle policy; and to consistently
raise the political level of these workers toward revolutionary (

struggles,

Wherever the workers are already organized the revolutionists must
work in the reactionary trade unions in order to win the broad
layers of the class to a revolutionary policy and to Aefend their
daily needs against the exploiters, ' . ;

Revolutionhists work wherever the masses are - whether in the CIO,
AFL, Independent Brotherhoods, or other unions; or if not organized
work to organize them, Both inside and outside these organizations
the Marxists work for a class struggle policy based on industrial
. unionism, At all times, however, the class struggle policy is

" -Jecisive, not the structure, Desplite the differeaces in structure

for instance, between the CIO and AFL, both organizations areequalﬂ

reactionary, both fawr class collaboration instead of class sir-
uggle policy., The clags relations in the U,S. (after 1929) being
to the left of the period of ABL domination, was the objective bzs
for the CIO mass organization, in spite of the class collaboration
pclicy of the CIO leadership, ' |

J
|
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. gnerever revolutionists work they attempt to organize progressive
groups wi thin the unions based on class struggle policy, in oppo=
gition to the reactionary leaderships and toward the end that the
workers control their own union, 3Such left groupings must be co=
ordinated on a national scale into & national left-wing force for
a struggle against the boss and against ell class collaborationists,

Revolutionists struggle for rank 'and file control of the unions,

pot or “rank and file leadership" of the unions, On the basis of
a class struggle policy and industrial structure the rewlutionists
struggle fHor the unification of the vwhole trade union movement,

But trade union unity is not a catch phrase with revolutionists,

we work for one union in the industry with a class struggle program.
But unity on a class collaboration program can not help the wor-
kers., The class collaboratidnists because of unity with the bosses
and the exploiters are in reality splitting labor's ranks,

Revolutionists struggle against Jim Crowiesm, Anti-Bemitism, etc,
in the union, There can be no talk of democracy or of effective
working class struggle in the Unions where Jim Crowism against
Negro workers exists,

~ In the actual struggles of the trade unions against the exploiters,
‘in strike action, etc., revolutionists must conduct a struggle on
“two fronts, In order %o win the struggle the workers must fight
the boss agents in the union as well as the boss, Uorkers can
fight the boss, can win the strike only on the basb of a fight at
- g¢he same time ageinst elass collaborationist policies.

UNEMPLOYMENT

In the period of decay capitalism, unemployment, always a phe-

" nomenon under capitalism, reaches unheard of proportions, In the

- U.8, more then one third the working population is fully unemployed
_and another large section partially unemployed, With the ratione-
alization of industry most of these millions will never be reab-
 sorbed into indistry, They can find work and security only with

i the overthrow of capitelism,

. The unemployed worker comes into conflict with the bourgeois state
“more often and more sharply than other sections of the class, The
~program of eny unempdoyed orgenization must have as a centrsl point
' that unemployment can not be solved under capitalism and the need
~of a new social order,

‘The pressure of class conditions forces the reformist coptrolled

' unemployed orgenizations into an open and direct subservience and
“tie-up with the bourgeois state end its war plans, sacrificing and
. running counter to the elementary needs and interests of the un-

{ employed masses, Revolutionists work in these organizations in
Fen attempt to win the membership to class struggle policles. Be-
‘cause of the vast field of unorganized and the class collaboration-

i
i
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ist character of the existing unemployed organizetions which |
stand as an obstacle to any rezl drive to organize the unorganized’
unemployed, revolutionists wherever possible work towards the es-

" tablishment of an independent unemployed organization with a class’

struggle program, an organization that will take in not.only wor- |
kers on relief but workers on the Works Projects established by
capitalism, ' - -

- The unemployed workers can ;be a potent force in the organization

of the working class, The trade union movement especially must

~ald in the organization of the unemployed snd coqordinate the work

of the employed and unemployed workers,

Both in the trade union and unemp_loyed fields revolutionists fight\
at all times Hr the right of every member to have full political

‘expression, "No politics™ in the mass orgenizationsg can mean only

of every member to present his own political point of view, and |
attempt to win over the majority to the elass struggle and Marxian |
point of view, o : - - : ’

DEMOCRATIC DEMANDS VERSUS ¥BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY®

one thing: bourgeois politics, Revolutionicts fight for the right ‘,

Revolutionists are unalterably opposed to bourgeois democracy, a
form of bourgeois rule, Revolutionists, however, never fail to’
fight for democratic demands under all fhrms of capitalist rule, |
Such demands can be won, and in fact were won, only through sharp
struggle, 7The rights to organize, picket, free gpecch, free school
elimination of the debtors prisons in the U.S., etc,, were won only
with the loss of hundreds and thousznds of lives in strugrle against
capitalist ®"bourgeois democracy®™. In the decay stage of capitali-

"sm the bourgecisie is unable to grant democratic demands as it

did’'in the progressive stage, As a consequence the struggle for
demoeratic demands becomes part of the revolutionary struggle age-
ainst bourgeois democracy itself, , -

MASS PICKETING, DEFEKSE GROUPS, :ORKERS MILITIA |

Among the many democratic rights won by the working class the right
to picket .is one of its most powerful weapons, As the economic
condition of capitalism grows ever weaker and the bourgeoisie str- '
ikes harder against the oppressed massés, the working class is fo- |
rced to use more militant tactics in order to .defend itself, Masse
picketing is an important weapon in every strike, It serves the
purpose of wining over the workers who are still working, of stop-
ing scabs and meberials from entering the struck plants, of gain- _
ing support from other sections of the wrking class, and of spreac
ing the strike. The "sit-downs*® in which the workers take over the
plants to prevent their operation in the strike go a step further
They are a challenge to the bourgeois private property rights, ‘}

1
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supplementing the sitdowns end mass picket lines, workers must

,"organize Defense Groups (Flying Bquadrons) to defend themselves a-

gainst the police, national guards, paid thugs of the various cor-
porations, and reactionary end Fescist bands. Such Defense Corps
are the embryos of the Workers Militias established during dual

power,
OPPRESSED LAYERS OF THE POPULATION

The working class is not homogenous, It has certain natural sub-

divisions: youth and aged, men and women, Negro and white, nation-
ality, etc. The bourgeoisie uses these natural divisions to pit
one against the other in order to arive down still lower the stand-

ard of living of the masses in general,
- YOUTH

Youth are one of.the most oppressed strata of capitallst gociety.,
On the one hand decay capitalism has no room for youth in industry;
on the other it uses youth as the cannon fodder in imperialist war,

The youth must be organized as en important part of the organi=-
Its most advanced

zation of the unorgenized of the United Btates,
st be organized

section, like that of every oppressed stratum, mu
into the Revolutionary Workers League., But for the purpose of
em to the full program of

working among the youth and winning th

the liarxian organization, because of their psychological and other
factors,a special youth orgenization must be built by the Marxien
.organization, as its youth section,

The youth section in no way mechanically duplicates the work of -
the political organization of the workers. It supplements its
work in the special problems of the youth under the political gui-
dance of the Revolutionary Marxian Organization. It coordinates

its special youth work with the campaigns of the.political organi-
tion is politically

%ation which is the vanguard., The youth organiza
f the Revolutionary

subordinate to, and organizationally autonomous o vo LU
Marxian organization, In organizing the youth into trade ynions,
unemployed organizations, etc,, it_coordinates.organizationglly

its fraction work with that of tHe political vanguard organization,

Revolutionists demand for the youth eqﬁal pay for equal work, inde-
the coordination of

pendent relief for all youth equal to adult,.

free education and practical vocational training, the right for
all working youth regardless of age to vote, etc., as a means of
nerrowing down the division between youth and edult, ‘

WOMEN

Another oppressed stratum of thg'wnﬁking-class is woman, Trained
and brought up under gapitalisn to be mibordinate to man, she is
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~ used by capitalism to-supplant male workers in industry at an ':
increasing rate, The rationalization-of industry and the simpli.
city of each task in the large plant system has made the employ=- |
mcat of women more possible than ever before. But in the plants
or.d on the farms female workers receive proportionately a far lo-
wer wage than male workers,

In the social fleld the lot of woman is one of & social subordi- '
rnate, The double sex standard ostracizes her under circumstances
where the male finds no difficulty whatsoever, 4 . C

Revolutioni sts must take into account the natural problems of wo=
man and the social problems created by private property, to fight
for. equal pay for equal work, for equality of opportunity with thJ
male, and for certain immediate demands peculiarly necessary for
wemen, such as adequate rest periods, vacations with pay for cer-
tain periods before and after child-birth, etc. '

' THE AGRARIAN QUESTION o

The Marxian organization, as the vanguard of tle proletariat, re=-
presents the interests of ALL of the oppressed, It must therefoxy
present a solution not only to the problems of the agricultural
workers ~ who are part of the working class = but to the share-
croppers, small and middle farmers, who are likewise oppressed by
capitaliam through heavy mortgages, taxes, limitations of crops ani
covernment control, who feel the pinch of the so-called coopera=
vives, etce - . .

fhe small farmers and sharecrtg{pers compose a section of the
petty-bourgeoisie, The capitalist process since its inception
has been throwing the farmer’off the land end into the factoriesg
Tis section of society by itself, wi th its political instability
lack of. cohesiveness and organization flowing from its éssens \
tially petty cepitalist economy, can neve nge leadership to the
-oppressed, History has proven beyorid etﬁgamw,,o‘f doudbt through
meny struggles, defeats and vittories; that hohe but the city ind
ustrial proletariat under the leadership of a Revolutionary Partw
can emancipate the great rural masses from. the yoké of ca italis
snd landlordism, from: ruin and hunger. There is n¢ soluton for
the poor farmers and agrarian workers except by joining with the .
revolutionary city proletariat, to support it in revolutionary
struggle for ‘the overthrow of the rule of the capitalists and
landlords, o

The Marxian organization supports the struggles of the small far-«
wer against evictions, against high mortgages, high rents, etCe,y !
and attempts to coordinate this acti%n vﬁth action by the prole-l
»11iat at the point of production, It fights for a cancellation
of mortgages in the small and middle farms, It aupports the mil-
{tant stweikes (milk skrikes, etce) against the expleiting middle'
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man, the produce markets of the city. It exposes such limitation
schemes as the AAA, which invariably operate in the interests of
the benks and the iarge farmers against the small on®s, and in the
“Interests of largh industry against sgriculture, and:in fact has

t1'11’0‘Wn thousands of 'farmers off: the-land;: . i

In the United 5tates” thelslogan "Land to. the Parmer®. will.cover ornls
& small minority of the farm population - the small farmers in New
England, certain parts of the South end a few other sections. The
.revolutionists must demand the nationalization and socializaticn cof
. the big tonenee ferms-in-the midwest and west, and the eatablish-

~ ment’ of large cooperative farms (on & sound economig base and not

by ""decree""? in the sngller eand-middle farm areas, . The Marxian or-

. genization seys to -the agrarien populationt ™Seize the land owned.
7. by 'the benks and large landovmers - & not wait for any formal pass-
. mge of laws sanc¢tioning their seizure¥, CT :

'/, The Americen farm sitiation is much more related to the proletarien
i-'struggles thén in any other country. Many of-the leading agricul-
‘' tural states ard ‘at the same :time 'the leading industriel states:
.Illinois, Michiganr, Ohio, Pennsylvenia, New York, etc, The Ameri-
‘can ‘proletariat will be unable to’ carry out its historical misslon
. if its vanguard isolates itself and shuts itself up in its narrow

'

‘“trade union roles and restricts itself to petty factional self-
_‘sufficiency. The Revolutionary Party must carry the class. struggle
“intq the rurel districts end gather around itself the labtoring

‘masses in the country,

The Revolutionary Party must win first of all the. hired agrixltural
labgrers, working on the farms for weges: These workers musl be
. organized into industrial:iunions and the most developed of. them Jdr-
. .&k1 into the Revolutionary Party.to-be trained for. leadership .of the

'ru:‘al pOpu]_&tion.

' " The Party must organize the Negro.-and -white ghare-cropper tenants
in the South into -hon-Party orgsnigzations with class struggle po-
licies, to fight,.among other things; against.Jim Crowiem, lynchings,
-‘and’ social and politicel discriminetion against the Negro masges.
These struggles will be led by the revolutionery agrariap wage la-
Torers and mist be coordinated with the -trade union.and other str-
uggles ageinst Jim Crowism in the industrial sections,

The Party must gather aroun” itself the numerous poor farmers, pe-
. tty sgrarians who must work for wages part time even though they
“ own their own-farms, sharecroppers-end- tenants, It must teach
these oppressed:-massed that they have.everything to gain bty the
‘victory of the proletariat, a victory which will rring them the
. ~abolition of mortgages, of payment of -land remnts in money or kind
"' to the Iandlords, stolition of high interests on. loans, and the
- Gistribution of free land to the propertyless !'croppers, tenants
and leborers, =~ = = .' S SRR S .
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PART IT
WAR AND CIVIL WAR

Marxists are not opposed to war in the abstrapt - unlike the re~ |
formists, pacifists, etc, Marxists are opposed to imperialist |
wars, but are for the class war, for colonial wars against imper~ |

\

IMPERIALIST WAR I

Imperialist war is the wnﬁnuation of imperialist political and | \
economic struggle by other means -~ military means. It comes at &
time whex’; economic crisis is at its sharpest,

Revolutionists answer the imperialist war with class struggle st-
rategy that will lead to civil war for the overthrow of capitelism,
That strategy can be only the strategy of revolutionary defeatism,
of the revolutionists on both sides working for the military defeaf
of their "own®™ army and country during the war time, even if this
means the momentary "victory®™ of the "enemy® army. In periods of °
war time all struggles for immediate demands flow from the line .
of revolutionary defeatism., Only on the basis of the disruption
of thé bourgeois state and apparatus by the strategy of revolutions
ary defeatism can the proletariat, under the' guidance of its ven-
guard, turn the imperialist war of thé capitalist brigands, into |
& civil war of the proletariat ageinst the Yourgeoisie .to end once
and for all the profit system eand imperialist war, Without the
strategy of revolutionary defeatism in ALL imperialist countries |
in war time the overthrow of cepitalism is impossible,

No matter which-imperialiét nation on the surface appears to be

the aggressor nation in imperialist war, no matter which appears |
to. be the defender, all imperialists are the aggressors, the c}ri- /
ving force for war, It is the economic contradictions of capita-
lism, the rieed for new markets for capitel end goods, for colonies
and spheres of influencc, and the .continued exploitation of the old
markets, which drive ALL imperialists to war, Similacly taere is
no distinction tetween the ™democratic® snd the Fascist nations,
between nations allied or opposed to the SovietUnion, - All are
imperialist nations driving for war and the continued and increasel
exploitation of the workers end oppressed., For the working class
thege distinctions make no fundamental difference. "The strategy |
of revclutirrary defeatiesm applies in all instances, ‘
Those vho svpport the bourgeoisie in peace time - the opperiunists,
class-collaborationists - likewise call for the "defense of the |
fatherla:id™, the support of imperielism in war time, "Unity with
the opportunists® in war time ™is an allience of the workers with |
Itheir' national bourgeoisie and a split in the international re- |
volutionary working class™, The support of the war mongers is
social chauvinism, opportunism brought to completion,
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COLONIAL WARS

The ta§ks-of the bourgeois democratic revolution (land reform
industrialization, etc,)can't be completed in any backward nat{on
under the rule of world capitalism, In the present period of
decay capitalism the colonial bourgeoisie cen play no indepen-

dent or progressive role, It can-serve as a puppet for one imp-
erialism or asnother, It is totally impotent in fighting imperia-
1ism AS A WHOLE, The colonial bourgeoisie fears the aroused massec
far more than it does the imperialis®t oppressor, and will retray
the masses rather than see a social overturn, Under these cir-
cumstancés, while revolutionistis support all colonial wars agaims t
imperialism, they give all their wa erigl and political aid only

to the revolutionary vanguard and the armed masses themselves in
struggle in the colonial countries, Imperialism can be ousted in

* ‘the colonies only .by.proletarian revolution with the aid of the -
proletariat of the advanced imperialist nations.. ' - .

The Chinese struggle against Japan ‘and the Ethiopian struggle

egainst Italy have proven this point to ‘the hilt, .The butcher ° .
ChangKei Shek, who slaughtgredﬂ%housands'of“woﬁkersjand'd9nied.q
them even & semblance of democracy, ‘can not oust imperialism from
Chine; he cam merely substitute-Amarican:or:BritishVimperialiBt“'
quination-fbruJapaneggvdominatidna-% U IR

The proletariat in the. colohial countries - emall as it'is = is
_the only foice capable of mobilizing the: large peasent and semi~
feudal population for a struggle against imperialism, end at the:
same time, against the .colonial bgurgeoisie, the puppet of imper-
{aliem. In the struggle against impe ialist oppregsion or inve=
sion, the proletariat and oppressed masses must organize their ‘ind-
ependent militias, and workers, soldiers, and peasents soviets.
With these indtruments of dual power it may. be necessary for &,
certain period to.march separately’ from_ the colonial bteourgeolsie
tut strike together against the imperislist invader, . Such para-
1lel mction does not imply, however, either materialkor‘golltmcal
support to the coloniasl or imperialist bourgeoisie, and ic a tacilc
within the framework of the atruggle against the imperialists and
their lackeys &s well,

. TEFENSE OF THE U.S.5.Rs

No matter what kind of a war the USSR. 1s' involved in, Marxists’,
gupport the Soviet Union, It will Dbe & struggle between the pro-
leterian dictetorship, despite its warped conditicn, and cagltallsn.
Wefavor the indere ndent action of the working class in Russia =
_against world imperialism and against its ggent within, Staliniam,
But we point out that despite the fact that 3taliniem has warped
the first Workers State, any war of the USSR is in essence a reve-
olutionary war on the part of the “forkers 3tate, and as such we
must defend it, 4
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Defense of the USSR and support - either political or material -
to Stalinism are two entirely different things., The defense of |
the USSR essentially depends on the world proletariat as well as
the Russian proletariat, and can be accomplighed only on the rev- |
olutionary line of the extension of the October Revolution and '
the re-establishment within Russia of full Workers Democracy and
the BSoviets, The program of Stalinism is diametrically opposed 1
to the needs of the defense of the USSR, Stalinism can not deﬂend."
the Soviet Union, It paves the way for ocunter revolution in
Russia. To give support to Stalinism, even in a disguised form
of material aid ("and political criticiem®) as the Trotskyites do,
is to give up the Dfense of the USSR to the agents of imperielism,

Marxists give their material ald in Russia only to the Marxist 1
Fourth Internationalists in an attempt to build a new Communist
Party in Russia, and to those mass organs, Soviets, Workers Mili-
tias, etc,, in which the masses may be able to regain a measure of
workers democracy and to carry out independent working class action,

Revolutionists do not oppose shipments of munitions, etc. to the
S.U. They endeavor to send them to the workers organs fighting

on an independent class line. They demand workers control of all
such shipments and of production in general, The bourgeoisie can
not be trusted to deliver materisal labelled for the Soviet Union 1o
the Workers State; furthermore, what it does send to the SU will
be consigmed to Stalinism or some other anti-working class force,-
The .revolutionists do not sabotage shipments of munitions because
those munitions will fall into the hands of Stalinism; except
where Stalinism or other bourgeois agencies in the Soviet Union
come into open armed conflict with the workers; nevertheless, they
attempt as far as possible to get such materiai 'gid into the hands '
of the Marxists and the masses in action in Russia.

In those countries which may be *allied™ to the SU in war time, "
Marxists continue to carry out the strategy of revolutiorary de~ .
featism and attempt to turn the imperialist war into civil war,

PART IIIX
STRATEGY OF THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION

As a prodict of capitalist decey the revolutionary situations

have increased in the imperialist stege. S0, too has the role of
the working class, When cepitalism was young the workers played !
en important role in all social revolutions, but werd too weak

to effectively challenge the rule of the exploiters, The revolu-'
tions of 1848 revealed this condition, But in the Paris Commune

of 1871 e change could bte seen, It waes a curtain reiser reveal- |
ing the historical mission of the proletariat, By the time of

the 1905 revolution the role of the proletariat was revealed as

the driving force of the revolution, '

e -
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gince then the revolutions have developed .on a much higher plane
and at a more rapid tempo. Over two dozen revdlutions have taken
place in all parts of the world since the victorious October Rev-
olution, The lessons of these many revolutions ere incorporated
in this programmatic material, “ : L :

Above all these lessons prove that without a Party, without a
leadership, without & revolutionary Marxian program, no success=
ful revolution is possible. The Russian Revolution and Lenin’g
program reveal the lessons of proletarian revolution more clearly
then any other struggle in history. They ghow the need of irre-
concilable struggle against defensism (imperialist war) and its
supporters; for the capture of the Soviet majority; for the over-
throw of the Provisional (bourgeois democratic) government; for the
“seizure of power by the Soviets; for a revolutionary peace policy
of sod alist revolution at home and the extension of the October
revolution internationally. : - o -

POLITICAL STRUGCLES

Every struggle for immediate demands forms a cohesive link with
‘the struggle for ultimate demends, Every economic struggle is &
political ‘struggle which -the Venguard Party must help bring out

more clearly and -shatrply. Democretic demands in periods of war

or revolution teke on revolutionary fomms,  Revolutionists must'
counterpose the demand of the workers independent control of the
armed forces, and the arming of all the people to the bourgeois

~army under the control of the bourgeois state;

‘ ARMED INSURRECTION _

‘The bourgeoisie, which through its-state rules by force, will not

glve up power peacefully, by being voted out of power, or any -

- other such means, To overthrow cepitalian it isnecessary for ‘the
working class to defend itself against the force of counterarevo-

lution by the’use of Revolutionary Force, .by armed insurrections

[}

Armed insurrection is a&h ‘art which all Marxian organizgtibris must
study and develop, The fate of a whole social revolution may de~
pend at times on the proper use of this art,

MARCH SEPARATELY AND STRIKE TOGETHER

In the armed struggle against Fascism, and in the ermed struggle
for power, the proletariat are often confronted at a certain stage
of the struggle with & simultaneous armed conflict of the reaction~
ary or Fascist capitalists against the m3emocratic” capitalists,
That is, the “democratic cepitalists place themselves at the head
_of the working class in order to channelize workers acticn, de-
reil it and in the end openly turn around to smash the working
class,
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Under this three cornered struggle the proletariat must utilize
the friction within the camp of the exploiters by using the stra-
tegy of marching séparately from the “democratic® capitalists and
striking together against the reactionaries, ,

This means complete political and organizational independence from
the "democratic® bourgecis forces, The proletariat maintains its
independent organizations (Workers Councils, Workers Milities,
Workers Control of factories end prodiction, e tc,) refusing under
all ¢ircumstances to give them up; these organizations d not under
any conditions subordinaete themselves to the "democratic® bourg-
eoisie; the Vanguard Party continues its agitation against the
"democratic” bourgeoisie; the striggles for immediate demands is
not given up. Where the proletariat is so weak it does not even
have its independent organs, but is swallowed up within the bourg-
eois army end apparatus, the strategy takes on the form of agita-
tion and work for the creation of these independent organs. The
strategy demands that no material aid be given to the "democratic®
bourgeoisie, Material aid to these forces is a negation of the-
wrkers struggle and is capitulation,

March separately and strike together means to concentrate the

main energy egainst the right arm of the-capitalists under the

particular d'rcumstances, and at the same time by & fferent means

carry on the struggle against the left arm, the "democratic" cap-

italists, in order to defeat both the PFascists end "democretic™
capitalists &t the proper time,

WORKZRS MILI TIA

The most important organ under the Soviets is the Workers Militia,
the armed working class itself, which like the Soviets 1s based
on the economic unity, the factory, The Workers Militia operates
on the principle of the democratic election of officers, subject
to recall by the militiamen, plus full centralization and d&isci-
pline during action. After power is seized, the Workers Army
established by the new Workers State attempts to maintain - within
the limits of the economic advancement or backwardness of the
particular country - the structure of Workers Militia,

WORKERS CONTROL OF PROIUCTION

The glogan “"Workers Control of Production™, which under capita-
lism iz used as a propaganda slogen, as a bridge to mobilize the
masses from the struggle for immediate demands to the struggle
for ultimate demands, tecomes in the rewolutionary ané pre-revolu-
tionary periods a slogan for action, Thebeginnings of Workers
Control of Production can be achieved in this period under’ the or-
gans of Dual Power, But the full control of the decisive sections
of industrial production by the proletaried can be accomplished
ornly under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, the Workers State,

e g
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FOR A GOVERNMENT OF “WORKIRS QOUINCILS

In those countries where industry is highly develoned, where the
mejority of the toiling masses belong to the working class, a pop-
ular slogan for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat is that of a
"Workers Government®, TFor the United States our slogan is "For

. & Government of Workerd Councils®™, In countries where the workers

are a minority, the slogan Workers and Peasants Government" mey

be used to denote the seme conaspt,.the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letariat, We reject the ooncept of a cepitalist *Workers a d
Peasants Government*, or a non-capitalist, non- proletarian "ior-
kers and Peasants Government®, Our use of this slogan is confined
only to backward countries and only to denote Workurs Power under
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

We reject in principle the Stalinist position of support of the
Democratic Dictatorship of the Proletariat and Peasantry, and the
Trotekyist position of support to & Workers and Peasants Govern-
ment as a "transition® to the Victatorship of the Proletariat,
Between the Dictatorship of the Bourgeoisie end the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat ther can exist no other kind of state, .The
type of govermment both the Stalinists and the Trotskyites refer

10 is & bourgeois govermment, a bourgeois state. We refuse any
support to eny such state, . '

SUPPORT OF COLONIAL STRUGGLES

The enormous markets offered to capitalism by the exploited colo-
nies has been one of the bulwarks of capitalism, Part of the sur-
plus value extorted from the colonies has been used as a bribe for
the workers or sections of the working class (e.g. the skilled
workers) at home, .

There can be no struggles against imperialism, without at the same
time actual aid to the colonia peoples for their liberation from
the yoke of imperialism, Especially is this true in the British
Empire, where the outbreak of revolution in the colonies will mean
the lapse of England into a tenty-rate power end the augmentation

of the revolutionary forces et home, In the United States aid to

the struggles of the colonial masses of Cuba and Latin america -
(as well as Caneda which is economically dependent on the U.S.)
will greatly weaken the American imperialists and eid.the revolu-
tion at home, : | ’

Merxists fight for the RIGHT of self-determinetion for the oppresced
minorities-and the national minorities, and utilize the slogan as
an auxiliary action to win allies against the 1mp§rialist.oppressor.
In the colonial and semi-colonial countries our aim and line gf
aciion is to win the proletariat AS WORKERS FOR PROLETARI AN REVO-
LUTION, and not as allies through suxiliary slogans., The auxil-
jary slogans are used to win over the other layers of the oppressed,
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and for BACKWARD layers of the workers who are not won over on the |
main line of action,

The slogan “Right of Self-Determination” is a necessary concession
just as is the slogan "land to the peasants®, to a backward layer

of capitalist society, But it must be understood as a conce ssion
within the genersl line of the struggle for a world proletarian so-
ciety, With the advancement of world economy under the socialist
mode of production the inequalities between the “home" cogntry and }
the “colonial® country will disappear and there will be a natural !
blending into the world socialist state of those nations or mino=-
rities who exercise the right of self-determination to remain ind=-
ependent,

ALLIES OF THE PROLETARIAT
| | l
The oppressed agrarian masses, the Negro masses, the colonial masses |
of Cuba, Portc Rico, the Phillipines, and Latin America, and the
urban lower middle class constitute the non-proletarian forces un-
der capitalism who must be won over to the proletarian revolution,

The different sections of the urban middle class of today in the
end can only serve the interests of finance capital., They can play
no independent role vhatsoever, Pressed between the contradictions
of capital and labor, the middle class does not know which way to
tarn, On the one hand constantly pushed out of business and posi-
tion by big cepital, increasingly more of its members are forced to
become proletarians. On the other hand it maintains its old tradi-
tions and aims - that of becoming big capitalists. It vacilates
therefore between the two main contending classes and becomes an
easy victim of Bonanartist dictators that claim to rule above cla-
sses and "for the interest of all®, -

Unless won over as an ally of the proletariat the middle class will
become a Fascist force. Whereas the young progressive capitalism
at birth brought forth the revolutionary Jacobinism of the lower
middle class, decay capitalism ushers in the opposite, Fascism, a
bourgeois movement which utilized the middle class di scontent for
the needs and interests of finance capital,

Tn the United States the rural middle class - the farmers - is of .
the same social stratum as the urban middle class, although there

is great friction between the small farmer and the unew" middle

class in the cities which is tied hand and foot to finance capital,
In more backward countries, the peasantry is a much more oppre ssed
stratum of society and can be depended’on to play a proportionately
greater role than the middle class of the advanced countries,

The alliance of the proletariat and the peasantry must by no means
te understood in the sense of a merging of the different classes
or of the parties of the proletariat and peasantry, The attempt

[ me————r ' ma
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" 4o create @ich a merger (the "bloc of four classes" in China in
1927, the various Peoples Fronts, Farmer Labor and Labor Party move-
‘ments) always angd inevitably lead to defeat. : Not only the merging
put even. the prolonged concordance would be detrimental for the sc-
clalist revolution of the working class. ' '

Proletarians and smi-proletarians of town and country must organize
separatcly.,‘Do_not:trust the possessors, even the small ones, ewlL
though they ®1spor™, We support the peasantry in its struggle a-
gainst finance capital, but wve must remember that it is a movement
of .another class, not the class which can orwill accomplish the

. social ‘revolution, .

.Distrust the peasantry; organize sepéyétely from it; be ready for
a strugele against it, inagmuch as it .is a reactionary or anti-
proletarian force; but attempt to work with it and win it over 1o
proletarian revolution. TFor if ‘the peasantry does not follow the
workers it will follow. the hourgeoige. There is, there can be,
‘no middle ,course, A 3 . :
THE ‘UNITED FRONT
The Merxists strugrle egainst the People's Front, which subordi-
nates the workers to oné section of the exploiters in their fight
against the other sections; and instead propose the united froat
of the working class,. The purpose of the united front is to bring
to bear the greatest amount of working class pressure possible
against the capitalists and 1o gain the immediate class objectives;
to train in stryggle and educate the masses in action; to expose in
action all misleaders; and to.win the rank and file 1o class stru-
ggle and to revolutionary Marxism, :

. The united front,mﬁét“at no time result in a compgymise in prin-
‘ciples., . \ s S - . '

The leadership of the masses’ is hot,guaranteed.ioLtbe Marxist or-
ganization even_in the revolutionary period. ‘That leadership must

~ be won in action.  The united front, as a.tactic for increasing
the striking power of the masses, at the same time is a tactic Lur
gaining influence over larger sections of the working class and
oppressed, . R C - o

The united front i's a temporary agreement between a number of or-
ganizations of working class composition to struggle for an imu-
ediate demand or demands, It is unity IN ACTION, not im parlia-
mentary manouvers or digcussions and resolution-passing; and it
must permit éach organization the right of criticism of the other
organizations in the agreement, even though, of.course, slander,
-and personal attatks should not be indulged in,-nor issues not -
pertinent to. the.united front dragged in mechanically, .- There must
. be constant attempts to bring in those orgenizations:that at first
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refuse to partiCipate; Bach organization retains the right or \
_ ninority expression and politicaleriticism, . ,

The United Front is no substitute for independent class activity \
or for the Marxian Party as such, If this is kept in mind and 1
the organizational and political independence of the Party main-
tained throughout a united front, such tactics can bring great
results not only in relation to the specific demand, but in pol-
iticalizing the workers and helping to win the proletariat frow
the centrists and reformists,

The United (Workers) Front must not be understood as a People's
Front - the reformist (primarily Stalinist) revision of the united
front. The People's Front is not a temporary agrecment of working
class organizations for Action, It is a permanent agreement pri-
marily for parliamentary manouvers, It is the subordination of
the workers organizations to the bourgeoisie., It is a unifica-
tion on a "minimum® politicel PROGRAM, where the United Front is .
2 unification on a minimum program of ACTION, In the former case
the PROGRAM can be nothin but a reformist or outright liberal
bourgeois program - since it is a *minimum®, In the latter case
we have a class struggle ACTION,

COALITION GOVERNMENTS

Parlismentary activity as a vhole is merely an suxiliary to extra-
parlismentary activity, to class action. Revolutionists partici-
pate in parliamentary campd gns (and in parliament where elected)
to expose the bourgeoisie, to help dlsintegrate the capitalist |
forces, to utilize the tribunal to reach vast sections of the ma-
sses with the message calling for the overthrow of capitaliam,
including its state md parlicment (Congress in the U,.S.), But
there is a world of difference between participating in the legi-
slative arms which con be used as a forum to reach the masses, and
entering into or participating in coalition governments, in bourg-
eois cobinets, (even ifit be a left coalition government, such as
Brandler was instructed to enter in Saxony in the German Revolu-
tion of 1923 ~ a "Jorkers and Peasants®™ government so-called).
Participation in such governments is a position of taoking responsi-
bility for the bourgeois state apparatus, end working together -
rectly with the bourgeois top stote executive committee, It cen
lead only to a dimumition of extinction of class action - as it
did in the German rewolution of 1923 and in countless other in-
stonces, .

Parliamentary activity of those who participate in coalition gov-
ernmments as a principle - the reformists - has as its cornerstone
the “capture® of the ™democratic® bourgeois state end the peace-
fui <ransformation from cepitalism to socialism, History has pro-
var. time and again that the attempt to utilize the bourgecis state
f5r the gradial evolution to socialism is a brake upon the maiu-
ring proletarian revolution, Entry into the cabinets of bourgeois

| | |

{
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. §',f.atate‘s is the highest form of class. collaboration; steps which the
- "yourgeoisie falls back upon only when the danger of maturing class
~ gtruggle threatens it.and an agency within the ranks of labor must

"pe found to channelize that class s‘truggle. .

AN .. P 0 j)'".ii.‘;i . ) ‘ .- . . ) . .o .’.A.,. :
- Marxists. can rule.in the interests of the proletariat in only ~one
type oFrga vernment,. the government of the Dictatorship of the Prole-
tariat, jaged on workers Councils and assuring “Jorkers Democracy.

. ... ... CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLIES X
In the bourgeoig. revolutions Constituent Assemblies played impor-
tant roles in furthering the democratic aims of the bourge:is reve
olution. - There.are countries. today, howevery in which the bourge Jis
revolution hag.not yet developed to any high levelj the country is
in a backward state where the agrarian carry-over, and the ‘lands"
owner -dominetion tied up.with finance capital, make possible the
wtdlizationref friction between the national bourgeoisie end <land-
owners, -ang the proletariat a 4 peasentry, In such countries the
proletariat:can advance :thé demand for the Constd tuént Assembly as
A PUREL ¥ AUXILIARY slogan, . That slogan was tenable in Ruseia in -
1917, It is false, however, in Spain 1936-39, because the Spanish.
Revolution - the democratic phase = has already passed far beyond. :
thatistages: - - . G e ‘ _ _
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The'sIlbgan: of Constituent, Assémbly is :
allies and must be..concretized. ip. each . given situatidong

1y is an, eixijiary ‘action to'ygn
] _ Even/gome
backward. commtries at.certain periods. it would. not ke & viseable:
to~ #dvenceithe 'slogany: it may be.adviseable, to boyeotta ¥ v v
In Fascist or countries of extreme reaction the advancing ofh th&" ..
slogon by the reformists and "liberals™ is a historical anachro-
nism serving no revolutionary purpose, Bourge.,is democracy (which
mist not be confused with democratic demands) is no solution for
the problens of Fasciam, although the bourgeoisie can revive it for
short periods to head off the class struggle, It can not solve the
problems of the working class., The masses are already far beyond
such stages. The attempt to establish a Constituent Assembly in
Fescist countries can lead only to still further disilusionments
and demoralisation within the masses. We fight at all times -
espe cially, under Fascism - for democratic rights, for the sodual Tive
olutiony we “fight against the "democratic® state or its establi ==

ment, : - U

...t 0t INPERLALIST INTERVENITON - .
There caﬁ"be__;‘np" socidl revolution in‘'ahy’ country -without the intsr-
vention of ‘othér imperialist powers. in one degree om another, Those
who use this as an excuse to "postpone™ the social revolution be-
tray the social revolution, Every social struggle - no matter in
whet country it tekes place - is an internatlonal, struggle in con-
tent, It demends the action of reyolutionists throughout the world
to fight against intervention and to use this struggle against
iI%tervention as a springboard towards the proletarian revolution
at home, ‘
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CHAPTER VI |

THE REVOLUTION IN THE U.5. |
THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE UNITED STATES

The United States todey is part of the world decay of cepitalism, \
The varied expressions of the combined development of capitalism
have reach@dtheir most complex forms in the U,S, Its geographi-
cal position, its rich resources, the fact that it is the only
imperialist power on the western hemisphere, the frontier for ex-
pension westwerd and southward; snd later the "industrial frontier®
of new indusiries, plus its arriving late on the imperialist scene
and its gains from’ entry into the last world wer, have made the
U,S, the greatest economic empire the world has ever seen -~ .sur-
passed historically but not yet materially only by the tramgition
.economy of the Soviet Union, . . .
This development of the United States has created on the one hand
this very high economic development end@ on the other hand an ex~
tremely backward political development of the classes,

The United States, since the war, enjoys the unique position of
being at one and the same time the largest producer of'raw mater-
lals, of industrial commodities, of means of production, and the
outstanding exporter of capital, Such a position must obviausly
‘iIntensify the basic contradictions between production and markets,

back or export capital to the equivalent of what they buy and in-
~vest in the U.,S, In an attempt to overcome this contradiction .
the Roosevelt regime has begun a system of sharp limitation of pro-
~Quetion, primarily in the raw material field, sacrificing agriculture
to industry, which will play a more impo’rtm!t,role with each pass~

ing year, no matter what capitalist party is in power, o

Pespite these contradictions the American colossus is so powerful
it has successfully shifted the burden of the crisis onto the backs
of the oppressed within the country as well as on the' colonies
and on the nations. that compose the weaker links of world copita~
lism, naticns forced % more’ desperate menmuires at the present
time in order to sarvive, = ,

The great accumulation of capital in the U,S, is accompanied with

.the largest standing army of the unemployed in the whole w rld;

~ the highest rate of exploitation and the lowest percentage of the
population over 40 still alive, Such a relationship can lezd only
to the most rapid advance in class consciousness and the shift of

.;%mer{ican capitalism to war, bonapaptism, Fascism ond sociol revo= |
utian, o
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THE ROLE OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISH

The tremendous productive forces of American Imperialism brought
to full blossom in the last world war and the ™golden twenties"
now confronts & shrinking world market wi th a greater number of
imperialist rivals struggling for & place under the aun,

The fundamental factor determining the role of American imperia-
lism in the world is the ever growing d4iscrepancy between the gi-
gentic economic strength of American imperialism, which in the
economic sphere has made it the leading world power, and its fai-
lure up untll now to obtain sufficient markets for these produc-
tive forces, Its failure to obtain political leadership to equal |
its economic position rests upon this contradiction, '

For a while in the political field America's political shadow hung
over every country; but with the end of the '20s it lost come im-’
portant struggles: the refusal of the European powers to pay their
war debts; the temporary loss of political influence in Germany

as a result of Fascismj; the inability of the dollar to digplace
the pound as the international medium of exchange; the failure to
check the Jepanese invasion in Asia, with or without England; the
failure to drive British influence out of Argentina end the influ-
ence of other imperialists in some of the s$maller South dmerican

i countries, X L

America's position by its very nature is one in which her great-
est rival is Great Britain, On the one hand the greatest produc-
tive power, and on the other the greatest political power on a
world scale, Due to that political power ~ its world colonies -
Britain has been able to hold its own against American Imperia-
lism. But the rivalry of these two nations plays a significant
role in all imperialist struggles. It is the underlying motif .
for the redlignment for the next.World ar; with American imper-

ialism as the driving force for that war, .
. THE NEV IMPERIALIST POLICY

america's ecohomic might, and its geographic position, havirng two
continents to itself, gives it.a key position in world politics.
The U;S. appears weli nigh impregnable in the Carribean., ‘hat
America now needs i& to make the Pacific an American sea in the
same sense that the Carribean is already an American Mediterranean.
America must ettempt - if it is to exist at all - to organize tae
world for its imperialist interests just like Japan tries to orge-
nize 4sia for its own imperialist interests, end Germany attempts
to organize Europe as a step towards asia. :

Towards this end the "new imperialist policy™ of American Imper-
ialism has passed through its. first .stage of internal reorganl-

v

zation on the economic field - & reorganization to a greater eco-
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nomics of scarcity, to further limitation of production (NRA, AA4.,
etc,) by government control - and is now passing over to the second’
stage, away from its “®disarmament™ propaganda to'its ®"big navy po-
licy*, in other words to a more open preparation for war. The fun-
damental needs of American imperialian can be fulfilled only by a ' |
victorious war, It is organizing its masses at home PHr such a

war with all sorts of war propaganda, CCC semi-military camps for
the youth, vast increases in armaments; and the mobilization of
industry for war manufacture, ‘

The era of the battleship invasion (Nicaragua, for instance) -and
m3ollar diplomacy™ has given way to the "friendly neighbor” poiicy,
This merely means that the présent. administration, because Americaly
economic might is s powerful, finds it is cheaper to penetraie the -
colonial sphere by economic pressure rather than the "big gtick™, !
This new policy always keeps in reserve, and includes the former’
policy of open force, as a last resort, ' ' ' B

2mericals policy in Latin America defends with greater skill its
interests today than the old *Monroe Doctrine™ forumula. It is in
reality the Momroe Doctiine in new garb, In the Phillipines it is
far more economical to allow the Phillipines to fight for the de~
fense of "their® own island against “invaders", with the U,S, aid-
ingthem to keep their “independence™, than it is for Uncle Sam to -
ask these natives to fight directly for the United States,

The ‘next stage of this new imperialist policy will be the oﬁen'drive'
for war, and the imperialist war itself, - :

CLASS RELATIONS |
With the incressed economic crisis there has been an increased }
wEuropeanization® of the wrking class in the United States, The
rationalization in indistry, displacing hundreds of thousands of
skilled with unskilled workers, the enormous unemployment, and the
erisis itself is pushing the American working class out of its back-
ward political developmenit to the forefront of the world wide pro-
letarian struggles. The crisis of 1929 and the new crisis oi 1937~
38, which is a continuation of the general downward caurve, brought
with it a permanent army of millions of unemployed and an intens fied
elass struggle,  The new economic d tuation, developing out of the
impasse that the accumulation of capital has reached has incressed ‘
the struggle between the classes and has aggravated the struggie '
wi.thin the exploiters, .

Within the exploiters the main struggle between the Morgan bloc of
capitalists and the Rockefeller bloc, and the struggles of thc lasser
blocs of capitalists, has been greatly intensified, Furthermore the
struggtes W thin each group of capitalists has sharpened, wi*h cers
tein o vy comparatively lesser lights being dispcsed of, Ihe. |
conflict between finance capital and the petty bourgeeisie is caus=
ing a realignment of political forces in which sectional interests

" _ . S ™
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“ E}play én important role, -
2 A '

% put-while the exploiters struggle among themselves for betier po-

- gitions against each other, and are constantly eliminating' greater

~ gections of their own class from the rcalm of the might, wvhen

' threatened by the prolectariat they inevitably unite to suppress -

the exploited, -

As part of the changing class relations in the U.S. there has been
.4 ghift in the trade union movement, with the CIO « an organization
with class collaboration policy and industrial structure, as ag=-

. ainst the craft structure of the equally class collabona%ionist '
AFL - becoming the key to ihe organization of hroader ‘sections of
the working class behind the bourgeols system and its war plans
(the same role that the AFL played in the last war, only on a much

~wider basis today). o :

The unification of the working class, American born and foreign
born, Negro -and white, Americans and Latin Americans has been acce-
lera%ed by the crisis and.the mew internal developments, All of
this points toward greater c¢lass conflicts, Not the least impor-
tant will be the role of the youth, who have no future today under
capitalian, S S . S

- THE NEGRO MASSES

The problems of ‘the 13 million oppressed Neégro people in the U,S5.
constitute en important. element in the class struggle, The Ilegro.
people are an oppressed minority in the United States, an integral
‘part of the American scene,

The economic grievances of the.exploited Negro masses are a coms
plex two<fold question, On the one hand a good section of its .
population - constantly growing smaller =~ live in the South urnder
conditions which are .to.an extent a carry-over from Chattel Blavery,
They live as small agrarians, sharecroppers, tenant farmer's, and
sometimes. as peons, On the other hand, another segtion « a cons.
stantly increasing section proportionately - of the Neifo popule-
tion is doubly exploited.in the field of industry; exploited first
and primarily as wage -slaves, and secondly because of their color
and chattel slave carry-over conditions, given wobge work and lower
pay than their white brothers,: So long as.the exploiters can ob-

-~ tain the aid.of theé white workers to maintain this position of

- double ogpression of the Negro workers (or any other sectiun of
the population) it will be.impossible for the workers as & vhole
to free themselvés, - oL -

Although the mzjority of the Negro masses still reside in the South
end live: as agrarians,. the Negro masses can free themselves from
racial oppression only through thelr joint-efforts with other wors
kers for the prcletarian revolution, Revolutionists must- £28ht
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f>r the full social, economic, end political equality of the Ne- |
gro masse¥ under capitalism, as a means of rallying the oppressed '
Negro for the social revolution. ,

The various movements “back to Africa", or eny other movement based
on the assumption  that the Negro problem constitutes a special
racial problem instead of a ¢lass problem, is reactionary and leads
to the further enslavement of the Negro masses, e reject the con=
cept of the "Right of Selff~Determination for the Black Belt#:; we |
reject any solution of the Negro problem by recourse to the iBth, J
14th, and 15th Amendments of the American Constitution, the pre~ |
sent Stalinist panacea for the Negro masses,

THE LATIN AMERICAN MASSES

The iron heel of American imperialism is felt throughout Latin ;
#merica, but to the highest degree in the Central American area, %

The bourgeoisie of these colonial and semi~colonial cuntries
merely act as puppets for one imperialism or another, or one ge= ‘
ction of the American imperialists or amother, They plgy no ind-
ependent role; the various nationalist movements they sponsor
for ™independence™ can plgy no independent role, except to change
from the domination of one imperialist power or group to another,
An anti-imperialist struggle in these countries as well as in
other parts of the world can be conducted only by the proletariat J
with the guidance of a politically and organizationally indepen=
dent Marxian Party, . ‘ '

The duble exploitation in the Latin American countries and the |
burden of the crisis makes these muntries ripe for rewlution, |
In many of them the social revolution may develop before it des

in the U.S., although it is not excluded theoretically that the
revolution will break out first in the U;S, These revolutions

must be considered *y the workers and the Marxian Party in the
U.S.as TEIR rewlution and they must give aid to those masses in
~action against the United States., These conflicts can be used to
arouse and edicate the American wrkers to their real tasks, Even
though the revolution starts in Latin America its success depfads
not only upon its extension into other Latin American countrics,
but its ability to create full revolutionary support of the #n=r-
ican wrkers to stay the hand of American Imperialism. '

The revolutions in Latin America will be proletarian revoluwl .:is w
even though e first phase of these revolutions will have &

agrarian make-up (bourgeois democratic phase)., Regardless oi the |
fact that the proletariat is the minority in most of these cotnt- |
ries, it will nevertheless be the motor force of the revoluiion, |
The Latin American masses will be organized by the proletarizt !
and its vanguard Party for the United Socialist Soviet Repubiics |
of Latin America, \

s e e . oo e
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. CANADA

While the problems of the Canadian masses are somewhat different
in form from those of the Latin 4merican people, in essence the
problem is the same., Although formally a part of the British .
Empire, Canaca is economically dominated by American Imperialism,
American Imperialism considers Canada, just as she does the resit
of the Americas, as part of its war apparatus:. Because of its
proximity to the U,S., the fact that its people are for the most
part English-speaking, ‘and the great investments by American Imp-
erialists on the other side of the horder, there is more possibi-
1ity of rapid cooperation between the two sections of the working
class of these countries, than most other cuntries in the Western
Hemisphere, The proletarian rewlution in Canada will be an
important link in the chain of proletarian revolution in the
Western Hemisphere to vanquish the American Collosus.

THE COMING AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The economic power, natural isolation, and backward class rela-
tions in the United States has been responsible for the theory
that this country will be the last to have & social revolution,
This is far from true, The factors that have made it possible
for the United States to come out of the last 'orld War as the
leading imperialist power are thefactors that are today intensi-
fying American ocontradictions end repidly changing the vhole int-
ernal and international relations of Amercan Imperialism, rapidly
sharpening class antagounisms,

Under the last few administrations giant subsidies have been made
o the exploiters, and crums have been thrown to the working class
(WPA and relief) in order to hold in check the rising class forces,
But American Imperialism with its unpaid war loans, its billions
spent "against® the crisis, its war preparations, can not keep up
is artificdal stimulation. The class struggle will bresk out
teyond this check, The whole structure of American Imperial ism
with its acute contradictions in the acaumulation of capital and
{ts structure that rests upon the aquick sands of every continent
on earth is making for class struggles and revolution. These COn=~
tradictions cannot be solved peace fully., America will resort to
imperialist war, will attempt to impose greater and greater class
restrictions upon the wrking class, But even a wyictory® in the
next war would not solve the difficulties of American (or any other)
imperialism, On the contrary the coming period will sharply aggra-
vate these contradictions,

The Marxian vanguard must prepare itself in the light of these Ot~
jective conditions, The concrete Americen conditions - The Negro,
LatineAmerican, enormous foreign born populatien, the peculiar
American psychology, the size of the country, and even the posi-
tion of its Capitol far away from its industrial centers, must be
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teken into account by the wrking class in its struggle for power, &
To mechanically repeat the forms used in Europe will be of no avail;
But the essence - the line - of proletarian revolution will be the
same in the U,S, as in other cuntries, .

The establichment of a WORKERS COUNCIL GOVERMMENT in the U.S, will
be founded on a higher level at the very start than the Soviets

in Russia. The economic conditions of the U.S, and the past exp-
eriences of the world proletariat will enable the American prole-
tariat to assure far more workers democracy through the Workers
Councils at the start, than Russia developed in its best period,

Our Dictatorship of the Proletariat will free the whole western
hemisphere from the imperialist rule and establigh the United
Socialist Soviet Republics of America, o

-
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF SOCIETY
After the overthrow of capitalism, between capitalist and Commu-
~ nist Society there lies a period of revolutionary transformation
‘of the former to the lctter, To this ale corresponds a political
“trensi tion period, in which the state can be no other than the
revolutionary Dictatorship of the Proletarizt. In this paiod the
Stcte, which is essenticl to the exploiters, is als essential
‘to the proletariat, This state of a transitional type is a new
kind of state, Under this transition state a new type of demo-
cracy, proletarion democracy takes the place of tourgeois demo-
eracy. But under Comaunism, after the state has withered away
democracy becomes a.habit and for that reason dles out, giving
‘place, through 2 higher transformation to the principle of ffrom
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs' ",

'In this tronsition period defeats and setbacks are unavoidable,

" The trangition period “cannot prodice justice and equality. ]

. ("Justicé can never rise zbove or superior to the economic condi-
‘tions of society and the cultural development conditioned by themi)
“pifférences and unjust differences in wealth will still exd st,
but the exploitation.of ma. by man will have become impossible
‘because it will be impossible to seize as private property the
means of prodiction, - S S T -

#and.fo in the first phase of Communist Society !bourgeois rights!
is not aboliched in its entirety, but only in part, only in pro=-
portion to the economic transformation & far attained, 1.¢. only
. in respect of the means of production. !'Bourgeois rights' recognizes
them as privateproperty of separate individuels, Socialism ocon-
verts them into common property. To that extent and to that exe
tent alone, des 'bourgeois rights' & sappear, Under this period,
he who does not work shall not eat, This is not yet Communi em,
angd this des not abolish bourgeois rights',

In general the progress of mankind from capitalian to Communi an

is to be gauged by the development of the economic forces. There
can be no talk of Socialism - the first phase of Communist society =~
without a higher economic order than caepitalism, wi thout eono-

mic conditions for the masses far higher then those under capi=
talism, -And there can bte no beginnings of the wi thering away

of the state except when economic conditions have become so ame-
liorated that the incentive to private accumulation has teen
shattered by a higher economic order,

Bocialism is that system of society, directly after trensi tion )
economy in which all the means of production (lend and indistry
have peen socialized (instead of just the decl sive por‘thP soi-
ialized under transition economy), Socialism 1s internationa
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in both form and content, No one capitalist cuntry « no matter
how powerful - when overthrow can yield the frilts of Socialism,
The pressure of the imperialist powers on the outside and the
general interlinkage of wrld economy will prevent such an out~ |
come, BSocialism can be established only after the decisive core
of world capitalism has been destroyed in favor of the pro letarian |
di ctatorship. ~ A |

Communisn is that social order in which the enslaving subordino-
tion of the individuals in the & vision of labor has di sappeared,
and with it also the =ntagonism between mental end physical labor,
vhen labor has become not only a means of living but itself the
first necessity of life; when, along with the all rounded develop-
ment of individuals, the prodictive forces, too, have grown, and
all the springs of social wealth flow more freef.y - it is only at
this stage that it will be possible to pass bteyond the narrow hori
zon of bourgeois rights, and for society to inscribe upon its
‘ﬁgnner —é Y¥rom eagh according to his ability, to each according to .
is needs, ’

The economic conditions under Communism signify the end of the
first cycle of the struggle of man versus nature, in which nature
is the dminant. torce; and the reflection of which is the class
struggle, The first phase of this cycle is the period in vhich
nature dominates man, the period of primitive communism, and the
transition period to private property societies, the period of
tarbtarism, The second phase is the period where man begins to ,
overcome the natural obstacles through the development of the
méans of prodictions it is the period of class secieties, of the

straugeles of men versus man: Chattel Slaver Feudalism, Capita-
S e e o e Thon ok 108 b So ool i) widh 1s At e

same time the beginning of a rew period in the development of man- !
kind, This third phase is the period of Scientific Communism =
where man has achievedthe economic security for sn offensive againsi
nature, : ‘ ' /
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