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INTRODUCTION

The articles in this collection were written at various points
during the Chinese Revolutionary War and shortly following the
victory of the People’s Liberation Army. They chronicle various
stages of development and attempt to analyze the situations and
events occurring at that time. In that sense they provide an in-
dispensable background to understanding the current regime in
China.

The Chinese Revolution was one of the two most signifi-
cant revolutionary upheavals in the twentieth century, the other
being its predecessor, the Russian Revolution. It is critical for
revolutionaries to learn the lessons of these movements. As a
beginning, it is useful to compare the two revolutions.

The Russian Revolution began awholeepoch of working
class revolutionary activity that led to the formation of revolu-
tionary workers’ parties around the world. It increased the
power, self-confidence and consciousness of the working class
everywhere.

Following the Russian Revolution there were three revolu-
tions in Germany and revolution in Hungary and Austria. In re-
sponse to the seizure of power by the Russian working class, the
British miners came out of the mines weeping that the workers
had finally taken power. There was a revolution in China in
1925. In Seattle in 1919 there was a general strike and for two
weeks the Seattle labor council.virtually ran the city; this exper-
ience was repeated in several other cities in the Pacific North-
west. The 1919 steel strike may have been the most significant
labor struggle in the United States up to that time. There was a
general strike in Britain in 1926; a government predominantly
composed of workers’ organizations was swept to power in
France in 1934 because of the strength of the working class
movement. 1936 saw revolution-in Spain.

All of this, including the whole anti-colonial revolt that
continues to this day, was significantly affected by the Russian
Revolution -- the first successful seizure of power by the work-
ing class.

The Russian Revolution had that impact because the work-
ing class had clearly come to power in Russia. [t was running
the economy and the state and producing tangible benefits for
the working class, with real differences in state policies -- an end
to war, an end to imperialist aggression and secret treaties. The
regime sided clearly against all exploiters; it encouraged workers
around the world to rise in revolt to seize control of their lives
and their conditions.

In a country like Russia, which was predominantly pea-
sant, the relationship of the working class to the peasantry was
very important. The working class had been able to conclude
an alliance with the peasantry and the workers’ party, the Bol-
sheviks, called upon the peasantry to seize the land and throw
out their landlord oppressors. In this way a union of the ex-
ploited, toiling masses was able to seize power-in Russia under
the leadership of the working class which, though small, occu-
pied the strategic points in the economy. And, because it was
concentrated in the cities, the working class was able to strike at
the political nerve centers of the society.

The success of the working class was the result of the lead-

ership of the Bolshevik Party, which insisted against the urgings
of the Mensheviks and the Socialist Revolutionary Party that
there could be no alliance with the bourgeoisie, that the interests
of workers and the bourgeoisie and of the poor peasants and the
bourgeoisie were necessarily counterposed, and that the bour-
geoisie could only play a reactionary role toward both workers
and peasants. The Bolsheviks argued that to attempt to recon-
cile these classes necessarily meant subordinating the working
class to the bourgeoisie.

The Chinese Revolution, on the other hand, did not heip
stimulate world revolution. Nor did it help counter the tendency
toward reaction, conservatism and apathy on the part of the
working class of the world. (At the time that the Chiness Revo-
lution was completed, 1949, the period of reaction occasioned
by the Cold War, McCarthyism and a newly-found capitalist pros-
perity was just setting in. The working class was still militant and
the trend might have been reversed by a new workers’ regime
coming to power.) Instead, the Chinese Revolution ended the
period of working class revolution and helped to create the world-
wide period of reaction from which we are only now emerging.

The question we must answer is why? Why the difference?

Development of the Chinese Economy

China was an ancient society whose development had fallen
way behind the dynamic capitalist countries. While there was
some tendency toward normal bourgeois development in China
in the mid-nineteenth century, that tendency was soon stifled by
imperialism.

For example, Marx demonstrated that up to about 1830
China's trade with India and the West provided a favorable balance
of trade for China. Within ten years, however, there was a swift
reversal of this trend, caused by the deliberate mass importation
into China of opium by the British. Here was a fine example of
the viciousness of the imperialist system. The backwardness of
the Chinese economy was also furthered by the importation of
finished goods of the more advanced British industries (such as
cottons, woblens, etc.), which helped to destroy the fledgling
Chinese industries.

Nor were these the only ways that imperialism stifled de-
velopment in China. The imperialists linked up with the most
backward elements of Chinese society and helped bolster their
power. They became the protectors of the Chinese rulers against
the wrath of the people and thus helped to maintain backward-
ness and underdevelopment. They joined in propping up the
landlords, merchants and officials who kept the mass of peasants
in bondage, and for decades they prevented industrialization.
They created a class of compradores -- brokers for foreign capi-
talism on the Chinese market. This class of native Chinese had
interests that coincided with those of the foreign imperialists.

The result was that China was made into a backward col-
ony. its bourgeoisie was too tied to imperialism to be able to
lead a movement for national independence. Later, as a native
bourgeoisie did begin to develop, it could not lead such a move-
ment either: it was too terrified to mobilize a working class and
a peasantry which might sweep away not only the hated for-



eign dominators but all the exploiting classes.

In the early twentieth century industrial growth began
and was especially stimulated by World War I. Thus, imports of
industrial machinery were up from 1915 to 1921 by almost thir-
teen times. The number of cotton mills tripled between 1916
and 1923. Four cigarette factories in 1915 grew to 182 by 1927.
Taking 1913 as a base of 100, by 1923 coal production
equalled 183.5, iron production 180.6, sitk 152.3, bean oil
432.5 and the number of cotton spindles 403.9.2

These figures meant a huge increase in the size of the work-
ing class. By 1927 there were one and one half million factory
workers, one and three-quarters million other industrial workers,
and eleven million shopworkers and handicraftsmen.3 They
were a small class in Chinese society but they were strategically
situated vis-a-vis the country’s economy and political life, and
they had no interests that bound them to the imperialists or to
the exploiters. If they could link up with the oppressed peasant-
ry -- as the Russian working class had linked up with its pea-
santry -- they could create a revolutionary upheaval which the
exploiters would be unable to withstand.

Development of the Movement

Stimulated by the Russian Revolution, working class polit-
ical action developed rapidly. The first unions were formed in
1918; by 1919 they were conducting political strikes. in 1918
there were 25 strikes involving ten thousand workers. By 1922
there were ninety-one strikes involving one hundred fifty thou-
sand workers. In 1925 one mitlion Chinese workers participated
in strikes, including in political strikes. By 1927 Chinese unions
had three million members; in Shanghai they carried out an in-
surrection which placed political power within their grasp.

But this gets us ahead of ourselves.

On May 4, 1919, there were huge student demonstrations
against Japanese imperialism. Students were arrested in Peking,
but workers’ strikes in Shanghai and elsewhere forced their re-
lease. In 1920 the Chinese Communist Party was formed.

Even as the Chinese movement grew events were occurring
in the world that were to have a profound effect on the coming
revolution. In 1923, the third German revolution was defeated.
This defeat led to a turning inward of the revolutionary regime
in Russia and the beginnings of reaction. The more conservative
section of the regime, the bureaucracy, was looking for a way
to weaken its main enemy, British imperialism. The defeat of
the revolution in Germany, and with it the revolutionary move-
ment in the West, led them to look for something other than
world revolution, which up to then had been the shared perspec-
tive. They wanted an alliance with China against Britain, and
they began to look to the Kuomintang (KMT) to get it. The
Chinese Communist Party was ordered to work with the KMT.

The KMT was a nationalist bourgeois party. One of its
spokesmen stated, “The difference between the Chinese workers
and foreign workers lies in the fact that the latter are oppressed

only by their own capitalists and not by those of other countries.

The Chinese workers are as yet not oppressed by Chinese capi-
talists. They are oppressed by foreign capitalists.”

What was involved with the decision to work with the
KMT was a decision to work with the Chinese bourgeoisie. It
was the beginning of an alliance with the bourgeoisie that would
soon be arranged and that would mean disaster for the workers’

movement. It was a carrying out in China of the policy the
Mensheviks had proposed in Russia.

The tragedy was that these developments occurred at a
time when the Chinese revolutionary movement was growing.
One hundred thousand workers demonstrated in Shanghai on
May Day. In Canton the number was two hundred thousand.
Red flags were flown in Wachang, Hanyang and Kanchow despite
the fact that these cities were under martial law. In the mean-
time there was a growing peasant rebellion as the peasants re-
fused to pay rents to the landlords.

On May Day in 1925 the worker and peasants marched to-
gether for the first time in Canton. There was a series of strikes
in Shanghai in early 1925. The strikers were shot and there fol-
lowed a protest parade into which the British soldiers also shot,
killing twelve people. The response of the Chinese working class
was a boycott of British goods and a general strike that quickly
spread throughout Western China.to Canton, Hong Kong, Pe-
king and Hankow. Hong Kong was completely shut down as one
hundred thousand workers left the city for Canton.

In Canton the workers cleaned out the gambling and opium
dens and converted them into strikers’ kitchens and dormitories.
They established a strikers’ delegates conference (a workers’
council) and took over the police functions of the city. The first
Chinese Revolution had begun; it was following the pattern of
the Russian Revolution. Obviously, the struggle was between
labor and capital and not simply between China and imperialism.

The revolution came at a time when reaction was setting in
in Russia. Lenin had recently died and the bureaucracy was on-
the rise.and moving away from the Bolshevik commitment to
world revolution toward a perspective of “’socialism in one coun-
try.”

The idea of ’socialism in one country’’ had never before
been heard. It was the ideology of a newly emerging ruling class,
which used it to justify intense exploitation of the working class
and peasantry in Russia -- that was to come later! -- and subordin-
ation of the interests of the workers and peasants of the world to
the needs of the Russian bureaucracy. It was a policy that was
only emerging. An intense faction fight was going on over it and
the Chinese Revolution became a part of the faction fight.

In the Chinese revolutionary upheaval the Moscow line was
that it was not yet time for a workers’ revolution in China. Pes-
simistic about the chances for a working class seizure of power,
the Communist International (Cl) turned to the Chinese bour-
geoisie, which it called ““the progressive national bourgeoisie.”

The KMT got upgraded. It had been the party of the lib-
eral bourgeoisie with whom they were in temporary alliance.
Now it became a party of workers and peasants. Stalin praised
it, saying that in colonial or semi-colonial countries the opposi-
tion “could assume the form of a single party of workers and
peasants, like the Kuomintang.”

Stalin and the Russian Communist Party stated in January,
1926: ““To our party has fallen the proud and historical role of
leading the first victorious proletarian revolution in the world . . .
We are convinced that the KMT will succeed in playing the same
role in the East and thereby destroy the foundation of the rule
of the imperialists in Asia .. .6

The ClI called for unity with the KMT, which meant unity
with the bourgeoisie. For the KMT the economic and social pro-
gram had to be kept within the bounds of bourgeois economy.



Thus, there could be no radical agrarian reforms, for example.
It was to be the task of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to
sell this policy to the workers and peasants. This policy meant
that as the workers and peasant movement developed it would
have no leadership that expressed its interests. It was bound to
be defeated. Worse still, Chiang Kai-Shek and the KMT were
given the endorsement of the Cl as revolutionaries, which made
it easier for the workers and peasants to be betrayed by them.

The Defeat of the First Revolution

Chiang himself was careful to choose only non-CP'ers for
government posts, but Communists did all of the basic work of
the KMT. They formed its infra-structure.

On March 20, 1926, Chiang arrested all the CP’ers assigned
to his command. He raided the Canton-Hongkong strike head-
quarters, put all the Soviet advisors under house arrest, and de-
manded a list of CP members in the KMT, which he was given.
All Communists were then banned from serving as party or gov-
ernment heads. He insisted that all instructions issued by the
Central Committee of the CCP to party members should first go
to a special joint committee of the two parties for approval, a
demand which he was also granted. This, of course, meant abol-
ishing the.independent existence of the Communist Party. To
cap it off, Chiang placed Canton under military dictatorship.

The ClI responded by ignoring the coup and denying that
anything out of the ordinary had taken place. It continued to
call for the CCP to cooperate with the KMT.

Some Communist Party members wanted to withdraw
from the KMT. This proposal was in fact advanced by the Cen-
tral Committee of the CCP. However, the Cl condemned and re-
jected the proposal, as it did a proposal to form a left wing with-
in the KMT. According to the Cl, the CCP was not even able to
organize a caucus within the KMT. With continued Cl endorse-
ment, with no organized Communist opposition, Chiang was able
to continue to appear revolutionary.

On July 29 came a complete crackdown. Martial law was
proclaimed in Canton. All labor disturbances were forbidden --
compulsory arbiitration was substjtuted for strikes, and there
were armed attacks on the workers. Fifty were killed. The
Hong Kong strike was crushed and sold out, and a crackdown
was instituted in the countryside against the peasantry.

But the revolution was by no means over. There were still
mass uprisings in the cities and the countryside. One half million
workers were organized in South Central China, as were two mil-

lion peasants. The village authorities were under peasant control.

On December 3, in the city of Wuhan, the bourgeoisie
threatened a general strike of capital unless the workers were re-
strained. The CP and the KMT acted to restrain them: arbitra-
tion was introduced to recognize ‘‘reasonable’ wage increases,
to ““follow the traditions in fixing working hours" -- the tradi-
tions included fourteen-hour days! -- and “to leave the power of
employing agq_dismissing laborers entirely in the hands of the
employers

N

The Communist Party not only agreed with this
policy, but instituted it themselves. Their approach to the pea-
sants was quite similar.

The CP was unwilling to speak out, to agitate, to organize
the working class and the peasantry and army independently.
Therefore they were dependent on the other class. That is what
the bloc of four classes meant in a revolutionary situation: ter-
rible defeats.

For example, the land: they could only call for seizing
that of “reactionary militarists.” KMT officers did not fall in
that category. What that policy meant in reality was that they
protected the landlords’ land. And, piling one mess on top of
another, the Cl instructed the CCP to enter the government in
order to give it some credibility in the eyes of the masses.

In the meantime the strike wave was growing and passing
out of economic bounds. The workers attacked the British con-
cession in Hankow. The British retreated and offered to get out
while the CCP opposed the attack. Chiang was heading for
Shanghai, openly maneuvering to crush the workers. The CP gave
them not a word of warning.

There had been a huge strike wave in Shanghai. As Chiang’s
troops were advancing a general strike of 350,000 workers was
called on February 19 and shut down the city. On February 21,
the soldiers were ordered to attack the strikers. In response the
CP called an uprising for February 22. It was brutally defeated,
but the defeat was not final.

On March 21, a new general strike was called and led to in-
surrection. The workers took over the police stations, formed
workers’ militias, and controlled the city. During this turmoil the
CP refused to raise slogans such as “‘all power to the Soviets”” and
““down with the capitalist ministers’* which had educated the Rus-
sian working class and won the workers over to Bolshevism. In
China the CP slogan was rather: ‘’Hail Chiang Kai-Shek!""8

Chiang did not sit quietly by as the workers organized their
new power. He quickly started recruiting gangs to attack the work-
ers. But the government of the city was controlled by and fol-
lowed by the workers. Chiang had only 3,000 troops, mostly un-
reliable. As a result, he presented himself as a friend to the Shang-
hai workers.

But despite the fact that across the river he was attacking
the workers in Hangkow, the CP said nothing to disillusion the
workers about Chiang’s claim of friendship. Rather, Chiang was
hailed as a leader of the revolution, by the workers, by the CCP,
by the Cl. There was no effort made to warn the workers of the
coming catastrophe. Instead, the CP acted to appease him -- at a
time when they could have blown him away.

They offered to give a majority of the posts in the provi-.
sional government to the bourgeoisie, including Chiang himself.
But Chiang refused to enter the government. The bourgeoisie
followed his lead and likewise refused to join. The CP then re-
fused to proceed without them, provided no social program to
rally the workers and the peasants, and made no effort to ap-
proach the KMT soldiers or to encourage fraternization of the
workers with the army. The reason: such acts would have jea-
pordized the united front. instead, the CP tried to limit the
strike movement, even as employers were hitting back with lock-
outs. Pickets were forbidden to make arrests.

At this point came a remarkable incident. The Commander
of Chiang’s troops met secretly with the Central Committee of
the CP and offered to arrest Chiang and put himself at their dis-
posal. They refused the offer because accepting it would have
meant waging a decisive class struggle and scrapping their beloved
united front. As a result, the commander returned to do loyal
service with Chiang.

On April 12, 1927, came the inevitable: Chiang’s coup. He
unleashed a reign of terror against the Communists and the work-
ers. As aresult, the CCP and the CI finally broke with Chiang Kai-
Shek and branded him a traitor. But they still had not broken with



the class collaborationist policies that had led them to ally with
him in the first place.

At this point the revolutionary movement was growing in
the provinces of Hunan and Hupeh. It was still potentially strong
enough to defeat Chiang if a decisive revolutionary policy were
adopted. But Stalin’s decision was that there should be no sov-
iets, which would mean dual power and civil war. Instead, he
looked tq an alliance with the left KMT, and to get it the CP at-
tacked the workers’ “‘excesses.’’

Still, the peasant uprisings continued. The workers and
peasants, without organized leadership, were moving instinctively
to set up a dual power to the government. The CP continued to
tell them to remain with the KMT, even when it was becoming
clear that the party jtself was to be expelled from the KMT. It
was at this point that the CP Central Committee adopted the fol-
lowing regulations:

“Communist members of the KMT . . . are participating as
members of the KMT and not as members of the €P ... The
workers’ and peasants’ mass organizations should accept the lead-
ership and control of the KMT ... ... armed groups of the wark-
ers and peasants should submit to the regulation and training of
the government.” The labor unions and workers’ pickets may not
assume judicial or administrative functions, arrest people, try
them or patrol the streets without the permission of the local
KMT branch or government. The economic demands of the shop
employees shall not exceed the economic capacities of the shop-
keepers. The unions shall not interfere with the shopkeepers’
right to hire and fire. They shall not insult the shopkeepers with
arrests, fines, putting on dunce caps, etc.”

Compare, for example, this last regulation with the Theses
on Tactics adopted by the third Comintern Congress in 1921:

", . . the Communist parties must put forward demands whose
fulfilment is an immediate and urgent working class need, and
they must fight for these demands in mass struggle, regardless
of whether they are compatible with the profit economy of the
capitalist class or not.”11 The departure, indeed the contradic-
tion with Bolshevism is clear.

Inevitably, the slaughter that such a policy would occasion
came. There were executijons, expulsions and systematic destruc-
tion of the trade unions; strikes were banned; there were shoot-
ings, beheadings, tortures and mutilations.

This tremendous defeat presented a problem for Stalin. It
occurred at a time when the faction fight between him and Trot-
sky, between the bureaucracy and the workers, was coming to a
head. The defeat in China tended to expose the bankruptcy of
his policies. The eighth plenum of the Executive Committee of
the Cl (ECCI), the highest policy making body of the Cl, was
preparing to meet and Stalin badly needed some bolstering of
his position. His first step was to refuse to allow Trotsky to cir-
culate his position, thereby insulating himself from criticisms.

But Stalin went much furthér. Now he ordered the form-
ation of soviets, of civil war and workers’ revolution. After the
terrible defeats the workers had already suffered such an order
could enly mean they were being set up for a slaughter. That
didn’t matter, however, so long as Stalin could proclaim to the
ECCI that his policy had been vindicated: workers’ revolution
was taking place in China at the very time they were meeting.

It was a brutal and graphic example of what socialism in one
country meant: the complete subordination of the workers
and peasants of the world to the interests of the emerging Russian

bureaucracy.

In obedient response Chinese Communists led an uprising
in Canton, known as the Canton Commune, and a series of pea-
sant upheavals, known as the Autumn Harvest Uprisings. The re-
sult was terrible defeat. As one commentator put it, ’Blood
seemed to be running in rivers.”

The result of this debacle was that the masses dropped out
of politics. Workers left the CP in droves. In April of 1927 the
CP had 60,000 members, 53.8% of which were workers. Within
a year that number fell by four-fifths and the party had no healthy
nucleus among industrial workers. At least 26,000 CP members
were killed in the first month of terror. 12

The defeat in 1927 and the later disastrous policies of the
CCP meant that the Chinese working class had no major indepen-
dent activity in China for forty years, until it began acting indepen-
dently again during the Chinese Cultural Revolution -- to the horror
of both opponent sides in that struggle.

In Russia the defeat ended finally any hopes of the regime
being rescued from outside. The bureaucratic tendencies consoli-
dated their control: Stalin was victorious.

Regroupment After Defeat

Following the defeat of the revolution, various survivors be-
gan coalescing in the countryside to form armed bands. These in-
dividuals and groups were made up of some dispersed peasant
bands, a few workers who had fled the cities, some intellectuats,
rebels from the army and two bandit chiefs. They were thoroughly
divorced from the working class.

In 1929 this group defeated a division of troops in Kiangsi
province and won a base for themselves. They drove out the land-
lords and destroyed deeds. As a result their ranks soon swelled.

Their perspective was still that the working class would be
the chief agency for socialist revolution. They saw this new army
as a catalyst to stimulate a revolutionary explosion. With this
idea in mind the army was ordered to attack the city of Changsha.
But already their practice belied their theory and it was clear
that a transformation was taking place.

The attack was successful. The attackers called a public
meeting to which only 3,000 came. They attempted to organize
no proletarian power in the city. Instead they taxed the chamber
of commerce $400,000, which was collected from the workers and
the petty-bourgeoisie. The invading army had virtually no mass
support, so when Chiang counter-attacked the CP army withdrew,
taking with it 3,000 of the most advanced workers and thereby
further robbing the working class of conscious leadership. In the
aftermath Chiang slaughtered 5,000 more victims. A few other
similar attacks with similar results ended this attempt. The CP
army gave up on the cities -- and with them the working class --
and retreated to the countryside.

In 1930, following some Moscow-initiated purges that gave
Stalin more control over the party, the CP managed to establish a
relatively secure base for themselves in Kiangsi province, which
they called the Chinese Soviet Republic. This enclave was *’so-
viet” in name only, and bore no relation to the Russian Soviet Re-
publics which had been based on workers’ councils.

To gain support they dispossessed the landlords, but they
were forced to rely upon the rich peasants whose contact with the
external market was necessary for the maintenance of the Soviet
areas. They sought to ally with these rich peasants, which meant
moderating the demands of the poor peasantry. This was a peren-



nial problem without the aid of the cities which they had aban-
doned. And since there was no independent working class revo-
lutionary leadership in the cities, Chiang was free to press his at-
tacks without fear of a threat to his rear.

In the next four years the CP suffered a seris of attacks by
the KMT army. They heroically fought against overwhelming
odds and defeated the KMT four times; although they were al-
most beaten the last time. But they managed to break through
the KMT blocade and in 1934 they headed North for the year-
long Long March.

Their successful evasion of the KMT army cost them heav-
ily: it meant destruction of the Chinese Soviet Republic, and
it meant a further divorce from the cities and from the working
class. They ended up in the most remote area in China. From
then on all talk of the revolution being waged “‘under the lead-
ership of the proletariat’’ really meant under the leadership of
the CP.

Popular Front

In December, 1933, Wang Ming, the Chinese representative
to the Cl, stated the following policy:

“...our party is succeeding step by step in convering its
slogans that ‘the overthrow of the KMT regime is a condition of
the successful prosecution of the national-revolutionary war
against Japanese and other imperialisms and that the soviet gov-
ernment and the Red Army of China are the only consistent
fighters of the national-revolutionary war’ from party slogans
into slogans of the masses.” 4

That policy was in line with the Third Period analysis that
characterized the Cl at that time. The disastrous policies of the
Third Period were designed to protect the Russian bureaucracy
from'its own working class and peasantry and from the interna-
tional capitalist class. They were instituted as the bureaucracy
began its first five year plan, which enormously intensified the
exploitation of the working class, and as it began to forcibly ex-
propriate and collectivize the peasantry. These acts created
tremendous social turmoil and resistance inside Russia. This tur-
moil was an internal threat to the rule of the bureaucracy. More-
over, because it weakened the solidity of the Russian state, it
made Russia potentially vulnerable to capitalist attack from
without.

The Third Period policy was designed to protect the bur-
eaucracy and to justify its internal policies. The First Period was
said to have been a period of world revolution, begun by the
Russian Revolution. The Second was a period of capitalist con-
solidation and temporary stability.

The Third Period was claimed to be a new period of revo-
lutionary upheavals. What was the change? It had nothing to do
with the consciousness or activity of the working class. It was
designed purely to meet the needs of the Russian bureaucracy
as it set about to destroy the peasantry as an independent class
and to brutally increase the rate of exploitation of the working
class.

The policy stated that all tendencies other than the Com-
munist Parties were fascist. The other working class party, the
" Social Democratic Party, was called the main enemy, ‘‘social
fascists,”” because they maintained reformist illusions about cap-
italism among the workers. But this policy disarmed the work-
ing class against real fascism and made it impossible for revolu-
tionary workers to unite with reformist workers against the fas-

cist threat. As a result, the Nazis were able to come to power in
Germany with no real working class resistance.

However, this policy had been more appropriate to Chinese
conditions. The line taken by the CCP (quoted above) described
correctly the tasks for revolutionaries: revolution against the KMT
was the only viable way to prosecute the struggie for national in-
dependence against Japan and indeed against all imperialisms.

But as a result of the failures of the Third Period line and
the consequent Nazi victory, the Russian bureaucracy went scramb-
ling for allies among the capitalist governments as protection against
Hitler. In order to secure these alliances they made guarantees that
the working class would be restrained . . . by the CPs.

In China this new policy translated into a line that saw the
petty-bourgeoisie and the Chinese bourgeoisie as potential allies;
even landlords were placed in this category. It was a line that, in
effect, renounced revolution. The CP calied for the creation of a
single government of national defense. Wang Ming stated:

‘“We Chinese Communists openly declare that we support
the KMT and the Nanking Government (Chiang’s government -
JT) and will ﬁ%’\t shoulder to shouider with them against Japanese
imperialism."’

Mao Tse-Tung drew out the consequences for the policy:

"We have already adopted a decision not to confiscate the
land of the rich peasantry, and if they come to us to fight against
Japan, not to refuse to unite with them. We are not confiscating
the property and the factories of the big and small Chinese mer-
chants and capitalists. We protect their enterprises and help them
to expand so that the material supply in the Soviet districts so ne-
cessary for the anti-Japanese campaign may be augmented in this
way."”

This self-conscious retreat from the class struggle did not
prevent Chiang from attacking the Chinese CP. In fact, he did
this even to the point of ignoring the Japanese imperialist inva-
sion. He consistently followed this policy, retreating from the
Japanese and sacking the population as he fell back.

Meanwhile, the Chinese CP (under the leadership of Mao
and Stalin) went sucking after Chiang, trying to conclude an al-
liance. In order to do so they consistently subordinated the
needs, interests and demands of the working class and the peasantry
to the Chinese bourgeoisie and landlord class. In fact, the basic
reason for the ultimate victory of the Chinese CP over the KMT
was not its social revolutionary policies, but its leadership in the
battle against Japanese imperialism.

In 1936, for example, Chinese troops’in Manchuria rebelled
at Chiang’s policies. They refused orders to fire at the CP and in-
stead demanded the right to turn their guns on the Japanese.
Chiang flew to Sian in December to enforce his commands, but
the soldiers still refused to knuckle under. They kidnapped him
and presented their demand to him on pain of his life.

However, Chiang found a new champion in the person of
... Chou-en-lai. Chou headed a group of CP emissaries who jour-
neyed to Sian and persuaded the soldiers to release the man who
had been attempting to wipe them out for over ten yedrs. Chou
offered to cooperate and work with Chiang, a proven butcher, if
he would join the CP in opposition to Japan. Chiang agreed in re-
turn for the following concessions from the Communist Party:

1. Abolition of the Red Army and its incorporation into
the armies of the Nanking government.

2. Unification of state power in the hands of the Nanking
government and the dissolution of the so-called Chinese Soviet



Republic and other organizations detrimental to governmental
unity.

3. Cessation of all Communist pro?aganda.

4. Stoppage of the class struggle.1

These demands were suspiciously like those that Chiang
had made on the CP ten years earlier during the revolutionary
upsurge. To accept them meant to expose Communists and
the peasants who followed them to Chiang’s renewed treachery.
But, in keeping with the popular front, the CP agreed to the de-
mands. Mao even praised Chiang and called for the ““bloc from
within’’ the KMT which had existed in 1924-27. The Party
gave acomplete list of CP members within the KMT just as they
had previously done, and they agreed not to recruit KMT mem-
bers into the CP’

Once again, it must be noted that this tactic had nothing
to do with the method of Bolshevism, whose aim as Lenin put
it was to inspire the masses to demand to rule and to raise the
working class to be the ruling class. The most important require-
ment for that task was to raise the consciousness and organiza-
tion of the working class. Refusing to tell the truth about Chiang
Kai-Shek as they did and tieing their hands so as to make propa-
ganda impossible made such a task impossible to carry out.

But it is no surprise that this is the course of action they
should choose. Their aim was not that of the Bolsheviks. Mao ex-
plained why choose their course of action: “The Communists
absolutely do not tie their viewpoint to the interests of a single
class at a single time.” )

This is a far cry from Lenin, or from Marx’ simple state-
ment in the Communist Manifesto: *'[The Communists] . ..
have no interests separate and apart from those of the proletariat
as a whole.” Or again: ‘‘The immediate aim of the communists
is the same as that of all the other proletarian parties: formation
of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of the bourgeoise su-
premacy, conquest of political power by the proletariat.”

Mao stated that the CP represented no class. His statement
was a correct one. Rather, the CP attempted to balance the
classes off, making attacks on the bourgeoisie, but moderating
the demands of the workers, attacking the landlords, but moder-
ating the peasants. And shifting their emphasis from time to
time, depending on what were the requirements at a given time.

This was a far cry from the Leninist perspective of organiz-
ing a $elf-conscieus proletariat that could rule itself. |t meant
that when the CP came to power they were dependent on no sin-
gle class and tied to no class; they came representing their own
independent class. A new ruling class that followed the example
of the Russian bureaucracy in establishing itself as a new exploit-
ing class.

This partly explains why they didn’t consistently press for
an all-out attack on the bourgeoisie and the landlords and their
government, led by Chiang Kai-Shek. They were riding the class
movement to power. Their danger was that if it became too self-
conscious that it would become independent, and they were thus
forced to continually check-rein it.

But despite the concessions which the CP made, when the
Japanese attack came the KMT fell back and surrendered most
of the cities attacked without a fight. In the process the KMT
still further alienated an already disgusted population at the
same time that the CP was developing a reputation for honest,
efficient government (among all classes). But the CP continued
to support the KMT. They called on the masses to obey the

government and refrain from divisive efforts to improve their lot
and sacrifice their lives for the government when called upon.
For its part, the government the CP was supporting outlawed
strikes and instituted the death penalty for strikers.

In 1941, Chiang brought the period of “cooperation” to an
end by attacking part of the CP army (which still followed the
KMT leadership) and annihilating it.

The March to Power

When the war ended the CP still looked to collaboration
with Chiang. Mao and Chiang met to negotiate in 1945 and spent
43 days together. Mao dropped the demand for a coalition govern-
ment and simply demanded “democratization’” of the existing gov-
ernment under Chiang. He agreed to abandon some “liberated”
areas and reduce his armed forces if Chiang would do the same.

But, Chiang’s continued treachery made continued coopera-
tion impossible once again. And, his sacking of the population
made it possible to defeat him without having to worry about mo-
bilizing forces which would be independent of the CP and might
thus be able to challenge its hegemony.

In fact, the CP specifically urged workers not to rebel, but
rather to obey authority. Thus, as Gluckstein points out in the
selection included here: “’In fact, the Communist leaders did
their best to prevent any workers’ uprisings in the towns on the
eve of their being taken. Thus, before the fall of Tientsin and
Peking, the commander of the front, General Lin Piao, issued
a proclamation saying: ‘The people are asked to maintain order
and continue in their present occupations. Kuomintang officials
or police personnel of provincial, city, county or other levels of
government institution; district, town village of sao chia person-
nel . . . are enjoined to remain at their posts.’ 2

The CP and the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) set itself
up as rulers, “emancipators,” arbiters. They didn’t call on the
workers to free themselves. Instead, they dispensed *‘freedom.”
This had nothing to do with Marx’ idea that “the task of the
working class is its own emancipation.” Marx recognized that no
one could free the working class. It must free itself, for whoever
dispenses freedom can take it away. Which, of course, is what
happened in China where a totalitarian regime was instituted.

This account answers the question why the Chinese Revolu-
tion got a response so different from the working class than did
the Russian Revolution. The Chinese Revolution occurred before
the Cold War had been consolidated, while there was still a mass,
militant workers’ movement, before Korea took place. A workers’
revolution could have reversed the tendency toward cynicism and
apathy, and helped to create a new workers movement. Instead,
it consolidated it. Why?

Because workers looked at the new Chinese regime and
they were confirmed in their impressions from Russia: socialism
meant totalitarianism. The only alternative to rotten capitalism
was bureaucratic Communism. The result was a deep apathy,
cynicism and despair, rather than a new kindling of hope.

Further, it meant that a conservatized working class in the
industrialized West was further consolidated in its support for
the bourgeois governments. (Of course, this reaction was not ac-
complished by the political response to the Chinese Revolution
alone, but more fundamentally by capitalist prosperity.) This
political situation in its turn meant that the bourgeois regimes,
especially the United States, were free to pursue their aggressive
policies toward China thereby making conditions worse for the



Chinese workers and peasants.

What is striking about the history of the Chinese revolution-
ary movement -- particularly following the first revolution -- is the
vacillation of the CCP. Rather than taking a clear revolutionary
approach and attempting to win the working class and the op-
pressed masses to it, they continually changed their course of ac-
tion. These changes were thoroghly different from the “tacking
and veering” that Lenin pursued in his years of struggle against
Czarism in Russia.

Although Lenin was quite flexible and frequently changed
tactics to suit the needs of the situation, he always did so to ad-
vance the class struggle and to advance toward the revolution . . .
and he openly proclaimed that that was what he was doing. He
did so to bring the working class with him because he was acting
as its agent and because only by doing so could he develop an
informed working class capable of ruling itself.

But Mao and the CCP were doing something quite different.
They were trying to ride a movement to power. They were able
to propose and made all sorts of deals with the KMT because
that was one possible route to power. They were forced always
to keep one eye behind them for possible threat of the mass
movement developing independently of them.

In this matter they resembled nothing so much as the
bourgeoisie one hundred years before them when it was attempt-
ing to come to power against the feudal aristocracy. To do so it
had to mobilize a mass movement; but it also had to beware that
that movement might attack it as well. Marx described that bour-
geoisie. His description is applicable to the CCP also.

‘... inclined from the very beginning to betray the peo-
ple and compromise with the crowned representative of the old
society; representing not the interests of a new society against
an old but renewed interests within a superannuated society; at
the steering wheel not because the people stood behind it but
because the people prodded it on before it; in the van not be-
cause it represented the initiative of a new but only the rancour
of an old social epoth . .."” 1

The CCP came to power in an era of reaction, when fascism
and Stalinist rule came to power instead of the rule of the work-
ing class. The revolution replaced a rotten, corrupt system of
exploitation with an honest, efficient system of exploitation. The
latter was preferable in some ways, as liberalism is preferable to
fascism. But both liberalism and fascism are reactionary, and
so is the bureaucratic collectivist regime in China. Today, when
socialism is possible on a worldwide basis, China’s regime, like
every other in the world, stands as a barrier to its realization.

And as we enter a new era of working class revolutions that re-
gime will inevitably be swept away with the rest of the exploiters.
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The Peasanis’ War in

WHAT PRECISELY is the situation
today as regards the Red armies and the
peasant war in China?  What is the per-
spective for the peasant war and what doces
it mean for the Chinese revolution?  Cor-
rect answers to these questions are vitally
necessary before we can take a single step
forward in fornwmlating a  revolutionary
program for China consonant with the ex-
isting relationship of  forces. It is not
cuough to look back over the long list of
Stalinist erimes in the Chinese revolution,
from the subordination of the workers and
peasants to the bourgeois Kuo Min Tang
1 1924-27 to the transposition of ciphasis
from city to village in the present day.
This leads all too casily to a negative re-
jection of the enormous progressive signi-
ticance of the peasant war in China. This
we must first understand  and  from  all
available facts draw every possible positive
conclusion favorable to an effective revival
ot the revolutionary movement in the citics.

The peasant Soviet districts in Kiangsi

- have suffered a series of crushing defeats
in Chiang Kai-shek's sixth campaign. For
this campaign Chiang marshalled a formid-
able war machine, an army of 350,000 men,
a tleet of more than 100 planes, nearly
20,000 impressed laborers for building
roads and fortifications, and a vast corps
of political and missionary scavengers en-
gaged in tearing from the peasants in the
“recovered arcas” the fruits of their five
years of struggle against the Kuo Min
Tang. The campaign has been conducted
with the utmost ferocity. Villages and
towns have been’ obliterated by unceasing
air raids. Incendiary bombs have been
used to lay waste hundreds of miles of for-
ests and fields. ] Chiang’s slogan has been
“Exterminate the Reds!” This means—‘cx-
terminate the poor peasant population!”—
and this has been literally carried out in an

ever-increasing arca. |
Formerly long™Kuo Min Tang colummns

would penetrate deeply into the Red terri-
tory only to be cut off and destroyed or
disarmed by the mobile peasant bands.
They marched into a countryside whose
whole population threw its weight against
them. The Kuo Min Tang armics broke
and faltered under the counter-attack of
the Red armies.  The invaders were help-
less against propaganda  and intelligence
corps which comprised virtually every man,
woman and child of the poor peasantry of
Southern Kiangsi. Through five succes-
sive Kuo Min Tang campaigns in  four
years the Reds fought their way success-
fully and emerged strengthened in  arms,
numbers, and morale.

During this last campaign, however,
Chiang's tactics have undergone  radical

changes.  The government army is advanc-
ing approximately abreast  along a  line
which stretches from the Hunan border to
Northern Fukien. This steam-roller ad-
vances slowly, confining its major activitics
to mopping up after the air raids have
done their work,  Advances are made only
a few miles at a time. Stockades are punc-
tuated by Dblockhouses, and small forts
crected within rifle range of cach other are
set up across hills and down valleys. The
most rigorous imaginable blockade is main-
tained to free passage of people, news and
supplies into the Red areas. This is accom-
plished by a serics of passes and a network

of phone wires connecting all the military
posts through which the movements of
cvery traveller are rigidly controlied.

In former campaigns the driving of a
Koo Min Tang spearhead into Red terrvi-
tory was always followed by the secmingly
miraculous rise of peasant armics from the
hilts on all sides, the defcat of the invaders
and the almost inunediate recovery of Jost
territory.  In this campaign to date the
Kuo M Tang has not lost a single mile
once recovered.  And the territorial losses
of the Reds have been great. At its height
the "Chinese Soviet Republic” in Kiangsi
could Jegitimately claim control of more
than 60 of the province’s 8o hsien (coun-
ties), not inciuding the socalled  *“pink
fringe” in which the population was under
Red influence.  Today the Reds have been
pressed back into an area certainly not
cxceeding six lisien, some reports stating
three, others five. The government troops,
according to the most recent and apparent-
ly accurate reports, have rcoccupicd Jui-
chin, the Soviet “capital”.

Within this narrowing domain, the suf-
ferings and sacrifices of the peasant armices
—which in their best days never exceeded
70-80,000 men (excluding auxiliary forces)
—arce paralleled only by their magnificent
heroismi.  Disease and hunger, lack of salt,
oil and military supplies, cut off by the
blockade which seems to be almost 100%
cilective, have not failed to take their toll.
Communist publications in the Soviet dis-
tricts themsclves reveal the degree of de-
moralization which all these defeats have
brought in their wake. They tell their own
story of desertions, food rationing, shortage
of ammunition and other diflicultics. Sev-
cral Jeading Red army commanders, like
Kung Ho-chung and Chang Yi, have capi-
tulated to Chiang Kai-shek. The hardships
wd privations are shared alike by the Red
soldiers and the peasants who fight by their
side. Ior it is clear that the overwhelming
majority of the village poor are flecing
with the Red armies before the air raids
and the Kuo Min Tang advance. Chiang's
armies, according to a pro-Kuo Min Tang
cyewitness, march into devastated village
in which sometimes the only living things
arc the wracked bodics of wounded peas-
ants who have not been able to escape from
under the raining bombs.  The highly-her-
alded program  of  “rural rchabilitation”
with which the campaign is supposedly be-
ing accompanied, is mainly for the benefit
of those refugees from the Reds who return
in the wake of the government troops, in
other words, the returning landlords and
upper middle peasants.

Nevertheless, the Kuo Min Tang victory
is by no mecans complete. Not even the
iron lines of soldiery guarding the boun-
daries of the recovered arcas can prevent
hands of peasants from swooping down in
black of night and destroying bridges
which have been built over gulleys, ravines
and small streams. It was Chiang’s pri-
mary purpose to surround and extirpate
the Red armies and in this purposc he has
failed. The loss of territory, the toll in
lives, the discase and sufferings resulting
from the blockade, the destruction of the
Soviet administrations and the virtual
liquidation of the “Sovict Republic” in
Kiangsi all constitutc a stunning blow to
the peasant cause.” Of this therc can be
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no question.  Dut the main bodies of he
Red armies are still intact, although somne.

what reduced. Only a few weels g
Chiang Kai-shek himself  admitted  tha
there were still 60,000 “Red  renmanis”

Nearly half a million men, arined with the
latest accoutrements of warfare, the lasi
word in Amecrican, British, Japanese ane
Halian armaments, instructed by German
ftadian and American strategists and avia-
tors, have not been able to close in aroune
a miserable, ragged handful. They have
won nuo casy victories and the final victary
is not yet theirs.  They have not been able
to prevent the flecing Reds fron breaking
through the lines and shifting the theatre of
warfare to Southern Hunan,  Gavernment
leaders at Nanking and the government-
controlled press are by no means disposed
to crow over the outcome of the campaign
There is still an anxious edge to their tone

The reason for this uncertainty in the
ranks of the hourgeoisie is not far to eck.
They know perfectly well that a temporary
success in Kiangsi is certain to he—indeer
already is—paralleled by a certain growtl;
of the peasant movement elsewhere. The
Kuo Min Tang is incapable of solving a
single one of the problems which give rise
to the peasant war. Of this they are per-
fectly aware. “You are fighting Red hand-
its at the front and creating Red bandits
in the rear,” complains the T'a Kung-pao
a leading bourgeois daily. This process is
already clearly taking form in the newly-
recovercd areas. In these districts a grand-
losc program of “rural rchabilitation” i
launched in the wake of the armics. At-
tempts are made to coax the peasants to
return by offers of loans at low rates of
interest, offers of sced and tools. The ex-
penses for this are being carried by the
provincial administration which has to
drain and squeeze all the more heavily the
peasants in the northern part of the pro-
vince who have never been under Red in-
fluence. A system of rural credit is being
established butl according to one pro-Kuo
Min Tang observer, the provincial machine
is only temporarily bearing the charges on
this money which will in the long run cost
the people of Kiangsi more than they have
had to pay the usurers in the past when
rates up to 40 and S50% have heen common.

But the basic problem in Kiangsi as in
all of South China is the problem of land
tenure.  The landlord-tenant  relationship
overwhelmingly predominates in these re-
gions. In Kiangsi before the davs of the
Reds it was estimated that more than 799,
of the land was held by less than 309, of
the population.  Wherever the Reds held
sway the landlords were driven out, land
deeds and leases burned and Lind boundar
les destroyed.  Returning now  into these
areas, Chiang Kai-shek can offer no more
to placate the peasantry than a purely tem-
porary lightening of the miscellancous tax
burden and the suspension of rent collee-
tions for onc year. A special decree issued
hy Chiang’s Nanchang headquarters  on
September 12 proclaimed that from  one
vear of the date of recovery of any district,
all owners of land could resume the collee-
tion of rent. The Chinese hourgeoisic is
itself inextricably compounded with the
landlords.  Capitalist and feudal forms
alike arc used in the exploitation of the
peasantry. The Kuo Min Tang is the gov-



ernment of the hourgeoisie. Tt dare not
penalize its class to any greater extent than
a single vear's rent. To the poor peasant
this is as one drop of rain where he needs
a veritable cloudburst, Hle has less than
ever to lose,  1le will more than ever con-
tinue to struggle.

So while Chiang's hordes are “recover-
ing” RKiangsi, they are not only not destroy-
ing the Red armies but they are not and
cannot think of destroying the system of
exploitation whose continued  existence is
i warrant for the rise of dozens and scores
of Red armies in a dozen other places in
the future. Nor are the Red armies of
Kiangsi eliminated for they have succeed-
ed in breaking through the ivon rim around
Kiangsi at several places. The main body
of the flecing Reds is now in Southern
upan., Last August an army of no less
than 10,000 marched into Northern Fukicn,
took Shuikow and came within attacking
distance of Foochow. Tmperialist gunboats
rushed to the scene and Chiang poured in
reinforcements until there were no less
than 21 divisions of central government
troops in the province. Foochow army
Leadquarters wired to Nanking that “it is
like a ficrce tiger jumping on a lamb”. Yet
the tiger, while it was able to drive the
lamb from the Foochow area, recover Shui-
kow and eventually, weeks later, re-occupy
the former Red stronghold at Changting,
was unable to dislodge it from the moun-
tain district in Northwestern Fukien,

On the other side of the line in Western
Kiangsi later the same month, Hsiao Keh,
a Red commander, managed to bring his
‘force of 4,000 men to the border, break
through the lines and cross over into Hu-
nan. Confounding the troops of Ho Chien,
the Hunan militarist, he was able to make
a spectacular march across the southern
part of the province, swell his forces to
nearly 10,000, swing in a broad arc north-
ward along the Kweichow border and effect
a junction with the peasant armv of Ho
Lung which recently cstablished itself in
Northeastern Kweichow. Within the last
few weeks the rest of the main body of the
Kiangsi Red army, its total number now
uncertain, has followed the same trail and
despite the most strenuous cfforts of the
government troops, has succeeded in mak-
ing its way into Hunan, with the probable
objcctive of an eventual march to Szech-
wan. The reluctance of provincial militar-
ists to face the Reds and their willingness
to live and let live as long as the Red ob-
jective is merely a passage through - their
provinces favor the possibility that the
Kiangsi forces will succeed in reaching
Szechwan. The impotence of the provin-
cial forces is reflected in the frantic tele-
grams from the gentry in the affected areas
demanding Central Government aid. Typi-
cal of such appeals was the wire of a group
of Kweichow landlords (published in the
press September 18) who complained: “The
Kweichow armies certainly cannot suppress
Ho Lung . . . there is no hope in asking
them to do so. When Ho Lung came . ..
he had only 3-4,000 men, many of them
sick and wounded . . . he relieved the poor,
abolished harsh requisitions. . . . Within
two months his army expanded to 10,000
men.” L

In Szechwan peasant armies operating in
the northcastern part of the province in
recent months inflicted such heavy defeats
on the provincial forces that ILiu Tlsiang.
the chicf warlord, withdrew entirely and
retired southward to Chungking. The un-

believable leugths to which oppression of
the peasantry has been carried, the collec-
tion of land taxes cighty years in advance,
the forced cultivation of the opium poppy
on a vast scale, the divisions and jealousies
among the provinee's many militarists, the
disatfection in their swollen armies, all ob-
viously Tavor the further extension of the
agrartm movement  in Szechwan,  That
great western provinee, where misery un-
der militarist rule has been of the blackest,
offers the (vosihbility for a recrudescence of
the peassng coar on a larger scale than it
ever achieved in Kiangsi.  Its remoteness
behind  mountain  fastnesses, its  natural
wealth, its salt mines and its fertile valleys
all indicate that a possible new “Central
Soviet district” in Szechwan would be far
more impregnable and sclf-sufficient than
Kiangsi could ever hope to be. This is a
factor te be reckoned with although its
rcalization can not be looked for in the
immediate future. But thc Szechwanese
gentry can look ahead. “If the Reds do
eventually occupy Chungking and Wan-
hsien . . .” they recently wired Nanking,
“then a Red Szechwan could not be averted.
The Szechwan mountains are steep and it
would take long years to recover the pro-
vince. . . .”

These larger movements are duplicated
on a much smaller scale in hundreds of
villages throughout the country—right up
to the gates of Nanking and on the out-
skirts of Shanghai itself—where peasants
offer armed resistance to tax collectors,
where they raid landlords’ stores for rice
and attack local officials who oppress them.

The cumulative effect of all this evidence
indicates that despite the heavy defeat in
Kiangsi, the peasant war in China can and
will continue for a long time to come.
Militarist divisions and jealousies. conflicts
within the Kuo Min Tang simultancously
favor the development of the peasant war
and are cxacerbated by it. The dcepening
bankruptcy of Chinese rural economy, the
inability of the Kuo Min Tang to deal with
the smallest of thc problems which have
impoverished China's peasantry, the vast-
ness of the country and the great remote
areas in which peasant armies can operate,
all mean that the peasant war will continue,
in smaller or larger degree, in this region
or that, to be a characteristic feature of
the Chinese scene under Kuo Min Tang
militarist rule.

But whether it conlinues in  scattered,
guerrilla forms (as it probably will during
the next lengthy period) or whether it sue-
ceeds in establishing a new, more or less
permanent base for itself, the peasant war
can have no prospect of successful, revolu-
tionary issue so long as the Chinese work-
ing class in the industrial centers remains,
as it is today, prostrate. So long as the
Kuo Min Tang, with the support of native
and forcign exploiters, can continue to
control the main arterics of the country’s
cconomic life, so long can it pit its strength
against the pecasantry. Ounly the resuscita-
tion of the working class movement can
break through this impasse and strike a
new balance of forces in favor of the revo-
lution. The Stalinist hope for the capture
of cities by the Red armics is not excluded.
But even in such an eventuality, there is
no reason to supposc that the inevitable
differentiation within the peasantry will not
drive its leaders into the laps of the bour-
geoisie unless—again—there is a powerful,
organized, labor movement and a working
class party capable of utilizing such a

situation in the interests of the proletarian
revolution.  Lacking this, the prospect ean
only bhe one of mutual exhantion, deoer
cconomic collapse, death, destroction, cioe,
i which imperialist intervention would be
certatn to play its part,

FFor it is precisely becanse the working
class has been throtiled that the Kuo Min
Tang could hurl army after army zainst
the peasants without fear of a mertal revo-
lutionary thrust within its own strongholds,
The lack of a working class movement is
the fundamental canse for today’s defeats
of the peasant armics.  “Fhis the Stalinists
have cither never understood or clse cyni-
cally ignored. With the samc criminal
lightmindedness  which has characterized
their whole catastrophic course in China,
the Stalinists assign to the peasantry not
only an independent réle in the revolution
but the leading role. This is not only im-
plicit in the disaster-ridden theory of the
“democratic dictatorship of the proletariat
and the peasantry” but is explicit in the
course of action which they pursue. At
the fcet of this policy and this course of
action must be laid major responsibility for
tiic heavy blows and heavy sacrifices which
the peasant armies are today being forced
tc make.

But a correct evaluation of the role and
significance of the peasant war is a ncces-
sary condition to an effective Bolshevik-
Teninist program. The rcaction against
the Stalinist swing from the proletariat to
tire peasantry has created in the minds of
many comrades a psychological reaction
which expresses itself in passivity toward
the peasant armies. In peasant defeats they
ofteri have the tendency to see not a blow
against the revolution but a confirmation
ei their anti-Stzlinist views. The pecasant
Red armies have actually been slandered as
“handits” by some of these comrades. Such
a view can have nothing in cormon with
that of any Marxist revolutionary. It must
be decisively repudiated if the banner of
Leninism is to be raised again in China.

'n_the peasant armies the working class
and” s vanguard must rccognize revolu-
tionary allics.” But these armnics cannot he
clogk a_prolefarian garh, olher
hand, ‘the grea §Sive significance of
the peasant war must be fully understood.
The slogans of the agrarian revolution and
at least their partial application are being
carried under revolutionary banncrs over
wide arcas. Of all political movements to-
day operating in China it alonc is progres-
sive. It alone is an ever-present threat to
the rapacious militarists. True, the mere
dangling of the cpisodic victories of the
peasant armies before the working classes
cannot be substituted, as it has been by the
Stalinists, for an independent working class
program. But the persistence of the peas-
ant war, in so far as it continucs to force
Chiang Kai-shek and the Kuo Min Tang
to cxpend most of their resources to sup-
press it, is a fnctc:Lof vital importance to

the working class. | Every peasant advance,
cvery peasant succtss improves the oppor-
tunitics which still exist in the cities for
the revival of the working class movement.
Similarly, every peasant defeat, every Kuo

Min Tapg victory, reduces those opportun-
ities, (l

ixisting conditions make the fate of the
peasant war a matter of the greatest mo-
ment to all Bolshevik-Leninists. But this
does not mean that they can passively await
its outcome. All the more mmperative and
pressing today is the need for building a



new, dndependent aworking elass party with
andependent working  class program
which corresponds coneretely to the necds
ot the proletariat. Thus avmed, and only

thus armed, will the proletariat he able to
join and dead a anited front of the revoln-

tionary layers of the peasantry and the
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petty hourgreaide and ensre the victory o
the Fhird Chinece Revolation,

FHarald ROISAACS
Pervineg, November 15, 1934



The End of the

THE HISTORIAN who undertakes to trace and explain the
abrupt about-face which projected the Communist Interna-
tional and its sections from the “Third Period” of adventurism
and irresponsible phrasemongering into the “Fourth Period” of
Popular Frontism, class collaboration and social-patriotic betrayal
of the international proletariat, will encounter in his study of the
Chinese political scene a record of what is probably the most
crassly cynical treason ever to disgrace the pages of revolutionary
history.

In the so-called democratic countries, the Stalinist about-face
was marked by the abandonment of the dominant “theory of
social-fascism” which led to the tragic defeat of the German and
Austrian proletariat, in favor of diametrically opposite theories
supporting the line of the Popular Front, organic fusien with the
social democracy, and support of the bourgeois-democratic gov-
ernments. But in China, the only country in the Far East where
Stalinism has exerted any real influence during the past decade,
the switch has been even more startling. Here the “new line” has
involved, as an integral part of the act of theoretical and political
self-repudiation, the voluntary abandonment of an armed struggle
against the Kuominta z

12.
Chiz SoVi
nese Soviets

That, however, was in December 1933. Without pausing to dwell
on the vain Stalinist notion that elemental peasant uprisings and
land seizures in a period of revolutionary ebb constituted a
“Soviet revolution”, let us note that today “Soviet China” and the
“Red Army” have disappeared totally from the scene. Soviet
China has become a “Special Administrative District” under the
jurisdiction of the Kuomintang government at Nanking, and the
Red Army is now the “Eighth Route Army” subordinated to the
high command of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. No longer is it
asserted that the overthrow of the Kuomintang régime is the con-
dition of a successful national-revolutionary war. Indecd, anyone
who ventures to state this clementary truism is branded as an
“enemy of the Chinese people™ and an “agent of ]apunese impe-
rialism”, The policies of the class struggle nnd the agrarian revo-
lution have been publicly jettisoned. Today, the keynote of the
Stalinist position is the “People’s Anti-Japanese United Front”
embracing “all parties and groups” (which in practise means the
C.P. and the Kuomintang), leading to the establishment of an
“All-Chinese Government of National Defense”.

The naive, who still retain a measure of faith in Stalinist politi-
cal probity, may ask: But does not the call for an “All-Chinese

across the Tace of China for nearly ten years, a struggle e which w was Government of National Defense” imply the overthrow of the

declared By the Stalinists to be part and parcel ol the strugglé ~ Kuomintang régime, even if only as a distant aim? Perish the

agiinsTimperialism.

“Thosc who have made a practise of following the Stalinist press
will not easily forget the extravagant language in which an expec-
tant world was informed that a Soviet revolution, assuming the
state form of a “democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and
peasantry”, had been victorious -on a considerable portion of the
territory of China. At the Thirteenth Plenum of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Communist International in December 1933, Wang
Ming, Chinese representative, told his auditors that “the total area
of the Chinese Soviet Republic is 1,348,180 square kilometers,
while the area of the stable districts takes in 681,255 square kilo-
meters”. To emphasize the magnitude of this Soviet republic, the
speaker declared that it was “vaster than any of the big capitalist
countries of Western Europe”. With such a head start, it was not
surprising to find Wang Ming stating that the main political task
of the Chinese Communist Party was the extension of the Soviet
revolution to the rest of the country. Said he:

... we, of the C.P.C,, consider the following to be our basic task: A strug-
gle for the decisive victory of the Soviet revolution in all China, or in other
words, in the words of Comrade Molotov, “the complete defeat of the enemy

-and the victory of the Red Army”.

So that we may have clearly fixed in our minds who the enemy
really was, let us listen to him further:

.. .our party is succeeding step by step in converting its slogans that “the
overthrow of the Kuomintang régime is a condition of the successful prose-
cution of the national-revolutionary war against Japanese and other imperial-
jsms” and that “the Sovict government and the Red Army of China are the
only consistent fighters of the national-revolutionary war”, from party slogans
into slogans of the masses,

In making this declaration, Wang Ming reaffirmed what was
written in the colonial thesis adopted by the Sixth World Congress
of the Communist International in 1928, which states that *“the
pdrly must prl.un to the masses the impossibility of a radical
improvement in their position, the impossibility of the overthrow
of imperialist domination and solution of the tasks of the agrarian
revolution, without the overthrow from power of the Kuomintang
and militari-ts and the creation of the rule of Soviets”. This line
was coneeived, too, us having a great international signilicance,
for at that same Thirteenth Plenum Wang Ming declared: “There-
fore it is quite clear that one must realize that the question of
defending the Chinese Soviets is the question of defending the
world proletarian revolution. . . "

thought! Spokesman Wang Ming declares (Communist Inter-
national, Vol. 14, No. 10, Oct. 1937) any such suggestion to be
“an absolutely false and unfounded legend spread by pro-Japanese
elements. . . . It is slander, provocation!” And to make the Stalin-
ist position thoroughly clear, he adds: “We, Chinese Communists,
openly declare that we support the Kuomintang and the Nanking
Government, and will fight shoulder to shoulder with them against
Japanese imperialism.” Only practical, military support in the
war against Japan? There is no hint of it. Critical support, per-
haps? But what foundation can there be for revolutionary criti-
cism when the Stalinists have furled the revolutionary banner and
embraced Sun Yat-senism, which is the Kuomintang’s own politi-
cal doctrine?

Before proceeding to study the real factors which have made
for the startling about-face of the Chinese Stalinists, let us examine
the official motivations for the new line. It is not unusual to dis-
cover that Stalinist turns in the realm of policy are put over on a
stifled party under the pretext of correcting “errors” in the carry-
ing out of the “general line”, and this regardless of the fact that,
a little while previously, tribute may have been paid to the correct
and unimpeachable carrying out of the line by the Communist
party concerned. Thus Wang Ming, referring at the Thirteenth
Plenum of the E.C.C.I. to the “Bolshevization” of the Chinese
Communist Party, declared under the heading of “The Ungques-
tionable Loyalty to the Leninist General Line of the Communist
International”, as follows:

This further Bolshevization finds expression, first, in the fact that the
C.P.C. headed by its C.C. firmly and undeviatingly carried out its general
line, which had been worked out and defined by the Fourth Plenum of the
C.C. held on January 7, 1931, under the leadership of the F.C.CL, and that
it docs not fear uny difficultics or complications that may arise in its path.
What is the content of our generanl political line at the present stage of the
Chinese Revolution? The struggle for every possible timely combination of
the revolutionary mass movement in Soviet and non-Soviet China under the
uniform leadership of the proletariat to overthrow the rule of the imperialists
and their lackeys, the Kuomintang, and establish the power of the revolu.
tionary democratic dictatorship of the working class and the peasantry in
the form of Soviets throughout all China.

~ Yet less than two years later the redoubtable Wang Ming was to
discover that the Chinese Communist Party, far from carrying out
the general line “firmly and undeviatingly”, had for quite some
time been commilling very serious political errors. Addressing
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Secondly, the Red Army had grown into “a mirhty military
factor throughout China®™ and therefore could not but be consid-
cred by “all the anti-Japanese and anti-Chiang Kai-aliek political
and military groupings . . . as the preatest factor in the armed
struggrle against Japan and against Chiang Kai-shek™ wha, inci-
dentally, was referred to as “this arch-traitor to the Chinee
people”. Thirdly, “for the organization and the successful carry-
ing out of the national-revolutionary war of the armed people
against the Japancse imperialists, the participation in this war not

the Seventh World Conpress of the Connuunist International on
Auzust 7, 1935, he said:

Now it is elear to everyone that if the Communist Party had applied the
tactics of the anti-imperialist united feont in a really seriouy, consistent and
cotrect manaet . . . the political sitnation in China would have shaped itself
even more favarably for the development of the revolutionary struggle of
the broadest masses of the people apainst imperialism and its agents,

But had not the overthrow of the Kuomintang régime and the
“struggle for the decisive victory of the Sovict revolution in all
China™ been the “basic task” of the party, from which flowed its only of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Iked Army, not only of all
entire strategy and tactics? Was it not preciscly that siruggle revolutionary-minded, class-conscious loilers, but also of the vari-
which was to insure the success of the national-revolutionary war ¢yg political and military forces, who are temporary, unstable and
against imperialism? What nced was there for any kind of vacillating allics, is necessary and unavoidable”.,

“united front” when the forces of the “Soviet revolution” were The student of Stalinist metaphysics will be pardoned if he
deemed ample to carry that struggle to fruition? fails to discern in this mass of verbiage any real evidence of a

As a matter of fact, despite all their ballyhoo concerning “new situation”. Public manifestations of popular indignation
“*Soviet China”, the Stalinists were far from feeling that its forces against Chiang Kai-shek’s policy of non-resistance to Japan. were
were ample for anything. That is why, during 1932-1933, the at their all-time high in 1931-1932 when Japan scized Manchuria.
Chinese Communist Party, as Wang Ming stated at the Seventh Could Wang Ming have failed to remember this at the 1933
World Congress, “repeatedly addressed itself to all the military Plenum? And was not the Red Army a much mightier military
units of Kuomintang China with offers of concluding a fighting factor at the time of that Plenum than it was at the time of the
alliance for a joint struggle against imperialism, stipulating only = Seventh World Congress, when it had already been driven from its

the following elementary, strictly business-like conditions: the
cessation of the offensive against the Soviet districts, the extension
of democratic rights to the people (frecdom of the press and of
speech, the right to have unions, the right to organize, to hold
demonstrations, to strike, etc.) and the right to organize and arm

volunteer anti-Japanese detachments”. Appeals of this kind were
Sppeds 0L e M VLT

clearly designed, not to pave the way for any surrender agreement

with th Kuommhng, linl, and quneproperly, 1o tear the supports

stronghold in Kiangsi province and was wandering in the far
interior without any fixed base? As for the national bourgeoisie,
what “illusions” have they ever had concerning the Kuomintang?
The Kuomintang is their own government and they learned in
1925-1927 that the only alternative to that government is a gov-
ernment of proletarian dictatorship. They have maintained it,
despite the damage to their interests caused by sell-outs to Japan,

because they know that whereas to imperialism they lose only a

from under the Kuomintang, thereby relicving the pressure on the  pars of their wealth and privilege, to the proletariat they would

SoYict districts, promoting the anti-imperialist struggle, and PI& have to surrender the whole. Illusions? Where?

paring the vanquishment of Chiang Kai-shek’s régime.

This was the sense of party policy at that time, a fact which
Wang Ming himself confirmed at the Thirteenth Plenum of the
E.C.C.I, when, rcferring to the anti-imperialist struggle, he
criphasized the need for a vigorous class struggle policy having
as its aim the overthrow of the Kuomintang régime, “especially
today when on the one hand Chiang Kai-shek and the whole Kuo-
mintang have completely unmasked themselves in word and deed
as the open carriers of national betrayal and when on the other
hand the {urther advance of the Japanese and other imperialists
continues without a halt for the purpose of partitioning China”.
to_mecan, not practical

Interpretation of the unmited front tactics iy
dercements with_anti-Kuomintang clements, but an unprincipic:

political deal with the Kuomintang itsell, was to come later, The
theorchical groundwork Tor the deal-was—prepircc at The Séven
World Congress, at which, in accord with established rule, the
Chinese Stalinists were discovered to have been in error. And their
error was “first of all a consequence of the fact that many of our
comrades did not understand and do not understand [They have,
of course, been properly instructed since—LIJ.] the new situation
which has arisen in China in recent years. They do not understand
how to advance the subject of the anti-imperialist front in a new
manner” (Emphasis is by Wang Ming—LFJ).

What was the “new situation” which the Chinese Stalinists “did
not understand”? According to Wang Ming it consisted, first, in
the “aniversal indignation of the pcople” evoked by the “unpre-
cedented national crisis” which, in its turn, was caused by “the
Japanese expansion and the treachery of the Kuomintang”. The
whole Chinese population, it seems; was turning to the idea of “a
national-dcfensive war . . . against imperialism”. Wang also
claimed that “a considerable section of the national bourgeoisie
... are freeing themsclves more and more from the illusions they
held concerning the Kuomintang and are turning for a way out to

the toiling masses who are carrying on the struggle against Jap-
" arese imperialism and its agents” (Communist International, Vol.
13. Soecial No., Feb. 1936).

In any event, the “new situation”, mythical as it turns out to be,
called for new tactics. How was the Chinese Communist Party to
advance the anti-imperialist front (shortly due to be rebaptized as
the “People’s Anti-Japanese United Front”) in a new manner?
Let us page Wang Ming again. Said he at the Seventh World
Congress:

In my opinion and in the opinion of the entire Central Commitice of the
Communist Party of China our tactics should consist in a joint appeal with
the Soviet Government of China to all the people, to all parties, groups,
troops, mass organizations and to all prominent political and social leaders
to organize together with us an All-Chincsc United Pcople’s Government of
National Defense aud an All-Chinese United Anti-Japanese National Defense

“All partics . . . all prominent political and social lcaders”—
hus was the way prepared for surrender to the Kuomintang and
to the “arch-traitor Chiang Kai-shek™.

There was, as a matter of fact, a “new situation”, although it
bore no resemblance whatever to the one conjured up by Wang
Ming. And this new situation had arisen precisely in the interval
between the Thirteenth Plenum and the Seventh World Congress.
It consisted in the expulsion of the Chinese Red Army from
Kiangsi, the virtual extinction of the Chinese Soviet Republic
which had its seat there, and—on the international arena—the
growing isolation of the Soviet Union in a sea of fascist and mili-
tary states. These were the real factors which precipitated the
Chinese Communist Party into the “Fourth Period” of decline and
dggencration. )

What was the “Chinese Soviet Republic”? Shorn of the trim-

ngs in which its true character was obscured by Stalinist propa-
gandists, it was simply a peasant power erected on the foundations
of what was cssentially an agrarian revolution led by the Com-
munist Party. It arose as a belated echo of the great revolution
of 1925-1927, which Chiang Kai-shek and Stalin succeeded in
strangling through the policy of the “bloc of four classes”, earlier
version of the “anti-imperialist united front”,

In the remote, inaccessible interior of China the peasants rose,



scized the land, and banded themselves together into military
formations for the purpose of defending and extending their con-
quests. Red armies emerged as the spearhead of the peasant revolt
over wide arcas of South and Central China, but the “Soviet dis-
tricts” which they created suffered from the beginning from all
the limitations of a peasant movement. Rising in the period of
ebb following upon a crushing revolutionary defeat, they were cut
off from the working class in the cities and remained confined
within isolated, economically poor areas. The inaccessibility of
these districts afforded a certain military advantage and enabled
the Red armies, with a large measure of support from the peasant
population, who formed themselves into auxiliary bands of parti-
sans, to resist successfully over a period of years the repeated
offensives of the Kuomintang. But this same isolation and inac-
cessibility created for them economic difficulties which they were
powerless to overcome.

By enforcing a blockade, the Kuomintang was able in the end
to cut them off almost entirely from certain vital supplies, to say
nothing of military equipment, for which they were dependen
upon what they could seize from their enemies. Within the Soviet
districts, moreover, class contradictions were fuel for constant
struggles and difficulties against which the Communist Party,
whose own land policies reflected these conflicts, was powerless.
The land of the landlords was confiscated and divided. The crush-
ing burden of taxation was lifted and eased. But the chief advan-
tage fell with relentless inevitability to the rich peasants (inde-
pendent small landholders with a small surplus) whose land was
left untouched, who continued to exploit agricultural laborers and
poor peasants, and who managed to secure a dominant hold in the
Soviet administrative organs themselves

Lacking the indispensable aid and unifying leadership of a
powerful labor movement in the cities, the peasant armies and
Soviet districts were doomed to continued isolation and ultimate
defeat, or, what amounts to the same thing, political degeneration.
It proved only a matter of time before the Kuomintang, unchal-
lenged by the proletariat, whose wounds were still unhcaled, with
an inexhaustible source of military supplies from the foreign
powers, with the more effective use of aviation and the application
of shrewder military tactics, was able to drive the hard-fighting,
hard-pressed peasant armies from their embattled territories. In
November 1934 the Red armies were finally expelled from Kiangsi,
and the “Central Soviet District”, their main stronghold, was
liquidated. The retreating Red forces marched and fought their
way thousands of miles through the heart of China. Those who
were left after this gruelling trek finally established themselves in
northern Shensi, where they are located today. But what still
remained of “Soviet China” was shortly to be liquidated in the
Comintern policies of the “Fourth Period”.

In the style so well beloved by the “beloved leader”, the exit of
the Red armies from Kiangsi,far from being acknowledged a defeat,
was heralded as a great victory by the Stalinists. For them, it was
a grand move of pre-arranged strategy designed to remove “Soviet
China” to a safer place and there prepare the “complete victory”.
Facts, however, are stubborn things which even the Moscow strat-
egists have occasionally to recognize. At the Thirteenth Plenum in
December 1933 Wang Ming could still speak boldly of an exten-
sion of the Soviet revolution to all China. But the indubitable
defeat of “Soviet China” less than a year later had to lead to a
change in policy. In which direction—towards a policy of revo.
lutionary realism based on principle, or towards opportunist
depencration? The gencral direction of Stalinist policy on a world
renle had inevitably to exert adecisive pull on the Chinese Com-
Thus the anited front apgainst Japanese
Stalinizts toied but were unable to

ot Party e owell,
anovibiach the Chinese
Cons “an u principled basis in 1932-1933, in the heyduy of
their “Sovicts”, was realized after the “Soviets” had been wiped
out-——but then in the horeibly distorted shape of abject political

surrender to the Kuomintang,

: '
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As we have seen, the new policy of the Chinese Communist
Party, as outlined by Wang Ming at the Seventh World Congress,
called for a united front of “all parties” against Japanese impe-
rialism. In accordance with this directive, the Chinese Stalinists
started on a hunt for political allics. But under the military dicta-
torship of Chiang Kai-shek, as under the fascist dictatorships of
Mussolini and Hitler and the totalitarian régime of Stalin, there
existed only one party—the Kuomintang. True, there was the small
underground organization of the “counter-revolutionary” Trotsky-
ists, but with them a united front was simply unthinkable. Then
there was the insignificant “Third P’:rty”, a small underground
Populist grouping, and the various petty bourgeois “patriotic”
societies. These, however, were of little account. What was left?
Only the Kuomintang. “Soviet China” was now little more than a
legend. Moscow’s problem was to prevent bourgeois China from

allying itself with imperialist Japan" agamm

if possible to_get China to fight Japan, so that Japan would be

able to ¢ Soviet Union. A new Communist-
Kuomintang allxance was placed squarely on the order of
the day.

Mao Tse-tung, chairman of the “Soviet Government” of China,
and Chu Teh, commander-in-chief of the Red armies, made the
first formal overtures in an appeal addressed to the Nanking gov-
ernment and the Military Affairs Commission (of which Chiang
Kai-shek is chairman) on May 5, 1936. This appeal called for
the cessation of hostilities between the Red Army and the Nanking
troops and the summoning of a “peace conference in order to
realize our common aim of resisting the Japanese”. Chiang, hav-
ing driven the Red Army out of Kiangsi into the relatively incon-
sequential region of barren Shensi, received these overtures coldly.
He felt he had nothing to gain from discussing terms with a van-
quished adversary. Moreover, despite the subtle suggestion that
he held in common with the Stalinists the aim of “resisting the
Japanese”, Chiang in fact had no stomach for any such resistance.
Had he not proved it by allowing Japan to take all Manchuria,
Jehol and northern Chahar without lifting a finger to defend those
territories? The Chinese Stalinists would have to do a lot more
belly-crawling before they could get near enough to shake Chiang’s
bloodstained hand. This was not long in coming, for Moscow’s
insistence on Chinese “unity” grew with each passing day.

A few short weeks later, in a communication to the All-China
National Salvation Association, a petty bourgeois “patriotic” body
with headquarters at Shanghai, Mao Tse-tung announced:

We have already adopted a decision not to confiscate the land of the rich
peasants, and, if they come to us to fight against Japan, not to refuse to unite
with them. We are not confiscating the property and the factories of the big
and small Chinese merchants and capitalists. We protect their enterprises
and help them to expand so that the material supply in the Soviet districts,
80 necessary for the anti-Japanese campaign, may be augmented in this way.

To cap this, Mao added the assurance that the scattered Red Army
guerilla bands who, not having heard of the new party line, might
still be confiscating landlords’ land, would soon be brought to heel.

In the language of revolutionary politics this declaration, obvi-
ously intended to reach Chiang Kai-shek and the Kuomintang, was
nothing less than an open renunciation of the class struggle and
abject surrender of all that the Communist Party had ever stood
for. Wang Ming, quite unconsciously, gave a fairly adequate
advance characterization of this ignominious capitulation when,
at the Seventh World Congress, less than a year previously, he
criticized the “opportunist leadership” of the Chinese Communist
Party in 1927. His criticism, however, should have been directed
against the Stalin-Bukharin leadership of the Comintern which
furnished the opportunist directives followed at that time by
the Chinese Communists, Said Wang Ming:

Wo know from tha history of the stiapplo of the Communist Party of
China that when the opportunints in its lendeinhip, headed by Chen Tu-hiniu,
counterposed the tactics of the united nutional fiont to the task of the clans
stiugglo at the critical moment of the revolutionary movement in 1927, when
for the sake of retuining a united national front with a part of the national



conrpecisie these opportunists renounced the revolutionary struggle of the
working class in defense of their interests, renounced the agrarian revolution
of the peasantry, renounced the struggle for winning over national re -olu-
tionary armics and for arming the workers and perasants and, finally, when
these oppuoitunists rejected an independent policy in regard to our temperary
allies . ., they brought the 1927 revolution to defeat.

This accusatory passage is a deadly commentary on the current
Stalinist line in China. It condemns the Stalinists out of their
OWN iiuiiing,

Consummation of the Stalinist “united front” with the Kuo-
mintar:y was accelerated in December 1936 when Chiang Kai-shek
was taken prisoner in Sian as the result of a plot by young officers
in the ranks of the Tungpes (Manchurian) armies which had been
driven into China proper by the Japanese invaders in 1931.1932,
The first reaction which the Stalinist press (including the Daily
Woricer) manifested to this incident was to hail it as a sign of
rising anti-imperialist sentiment in China. Then the Moscow wires
started to hum and the scizure of Chiang was denounced as a
Japanese plot. Today, Harry Gannes, “foreign expert” of the Daily
7orker, in his newly-published book (When China Unites) is able
to boast that the Chinese Red Army used “all of its great influence
with the Tungpei to preserve Chiang and send him back as national
leader to Nanking”.

How were the “Reds” rewarded for this touching display of
magitanimity towards Chiang? Gannes tells us Chiang promised
“to modify his policies to conform to the program of national
salvation by complete unification and anti-Japanese resistance”.

Be that as it may, the Generalissimo, on his return to Nanking,
-remained decidedly cold to the Stalinist overtures, Nanking was
bembarded with Stalinist tclegrams. Political toadying could
scarcely reach any lower depths. Says Gannes: “The Chinese
Communists offered to support Chiang as leader of the Central
Government in order to complete the united national front against
Japan™. But even this abject bootlicking brought no encouraging
response. It was repeated at the plenum of the C.E.C. of the
Kuomintang early this year.

The main resolution of the Kuemintang plenum, however,

cemed like a veritable slap in the face for the kowtowing Stalin-
ists. It affirmed that the government had done all in its power to
resist the Japanese invasion and that there would be no change of
policy in this respect. Referring to the “Red Army” and the
“Chinese Soviet Government”, it declared “the cardinal policy of
the Central authorities must be to root out such clements”. Nan-
king was still, we observe, a little skeptical of Moscow’s intentions.

Nevertheless, negotiations between Nanking and the Stalinists
were initiated. And why not? Had not the Stalinists themselves

already done the “rooting out” which the Kuomintang demanded,

by throwing their entire program overboard? In any case, Nanking
calculated, the Stalinists were too weak to carry through any hos-
tile maneuvers. Morcover, the lcgions of Imperial Japan were
marching again, this time in Suiyuan. Perhaps Nanking would be
unable to avoid fighting Japan. A deal with the Chinese Stalinists
might, in that case, bring military aid from Moscow. As the price
of “unity” Nanking laid down four conditions:

1. Abolition of the Red Army and its incorporation into the armies of the
Nanking government.

2. Unification of state power in the hands of the Nanking governmeat and
the dissolution of tha so-called Chinese Soviet Republic and other organiza-
tions detrimental to government unity.

3. Cessation of all Communist propaganda,

4. Stwoppaze of the class struggle. )

Tue Stalinists hesitated only a short time before accepting these
terms which involved the adding of their organizational surrender
to the already-announced political surrender. The “deal” was made
public in an Associated Press dispatch from Nanking on Septem-
ber 22 of this year, as follows:

The “Government of the Soviet Republic of China” dissolved itself today
am! ordered its armics, large forces that have disturbed China’s internal

alfairs for ten yecars, to serve Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek of the Nanking
Central Government,
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In a manifesto the Central Fxcentive Committes of the Chinese Cora-
munist Party announced support of and unity with the present Chineen
administration.  Keorganization of the Communist army s a Nationalist
revolutionary army under General Chiang’s Military Affairs Commission was
announced.

“The Chinese Communist Party, realizing that the prin-i;i-. of Sun Yat.
sen are indispensable to the reconstruction of China, has dreisled to abandon
all mcasures aimed at the overthrow of the Kuomintang government by
force, propagation of Communist doctrines and the forcible expropriation of
the land,” the committce’s manifesto declared. (N. Y. Times, Sept. 22, 1937.)

And what of the grandiose perspective of a Soviet China, to
which, through so many years, the Stalinists clung? Was it, per-
haps, all a joke or—a “comic misunderstanding”? According to
Harry Gannes it could scarcely have becn anything else. In his
book, he writes:

Kuomintang.-Communist unity was first achieved during 1925.27. After
reaching an unprecedented high point in effective anti-imperialist Lattles,
unity was violently ruptured, but not without the foundation being laid for
its reéstablishment on an entirely different planc and for a more specific
objective. The beginning of the destruction of the original national collabora-
tion was already discernible in 1926, at the very first stages of preparation
for the military campaign for national unification. And yet the seeds of a
newer, stronger understanding were undoubtedly sown in the very split
which concluded the first stage of Kuomintang-Communist unity in the
latter part of 1927.

Thus the sanguinary undoing of the Chinese revolution in 1927,
the countless battles of the heroic Chinese peasants to regain the
land and consolidate their rights under a new social order, battles
which cost many thousands of pecasant lives and untold suffering
and misery—all this was merely part of a pre-ordained plan
which was to cnable the Stalinist chicftains to grasp once again
the hand of executioner Chiang Kai-shek!! And the ponderous
Plenum speeches of Wang Ming, heavy with vainglory—what were
they? Just grist for gullible followers to chew upon?

But is not Chiang Kai-shek necvertheless fighting against Jap-
anese imperialism? Is not that war a progressive one which it is
the bounden duty of all revolutionists to support? Are not the
Stalinists right, then, in making a united front with Chiang Kai-
shek and the Kuomintang? These questions demand an answer.
Chiang is fighting against Japanese imperialism and, rezardiess of
his motives for so doing, the war, being that of an oppressed semi-
colonial country against an imperialist oppressor, possesses an
unquestionably progressive character. The progressive character
of the war is modified not one whit by the fact that the struggle is
led and directed by Chiang Kai-shek, hangman of the Chinese revo-
lution. Marxists, however, having studied the lessons of history
(particularly those afforded by the recent history of China), do
not believe that China can win true national independence under
Chiang’s leadership. The Chinese bourgeoisie and its government
are quite incapable, principally because of their ties with imperial-
ism and their fear of the masses, of carrying the war to a success-
ful conclusion. They will compromise with Japan, or, what will |
amount to the same thing from the point of view of China’s inde-
pendence, make a dcal with Japan's imperialist rivals.

It is the duty of revolutionists to support China’s struggle by
all means possible, including agreements of a strictly practical
nature with Chiang Kai-shek and the Kuomintang—but by no
means to abandon their own program, to dissolve themselves in
a “Pcople’s I'ront”, to relinquish the right of criticizing and con-
demning the Kuomintang’s conduct of the war. The Stalinists,
spurning the Leninist united front tactic, have done just this latter.
Thereby they are aiding and becoming parties to the betrayal of
China’s struggle, which Chiang Kai-shek is already preparing
through “friendly” powers. The Bolsheviks under Lenin’s leader-
ship “supported” Kerensky against Kornilov, while at the same
time preparing to overthrow Kerensky and establish workers’
power. The Chinese Stalinists, however, accord Chiang Kai-shek
unconditional political support (without quotcs) thereby betray-
ing the revolution and the national struggle which is indissolubiy
bound up with it.



Just as in 1925-1927 Kuomintang-Communist “unity” (which
meant the political subordination of the Communist Party to the
Kuomintang and the workers to the bourgeoisic) led to the stran-
gling of the Chincse revolution and the slaughter of the revolu-
tionists, so today it is directed—this time quite consciously—
against the infant beginnings of the new revolution. We have
Wang Ming’s assurance for that. Writing in the Communist Inser-
national, Vol. 14, No. 10, Oct. 1937) he declares:

The Chinese people and world public opinion will judge of the degree of
determination and readiness of the Kuomintang and Nanking government,
and also of the local military and political authorities, to undertake the
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armed struggle against the Japanese aggressors, by their attitude to all
Japanese agents and national traitors and, in particular, to these Japano-
Trotskyist fascist agents. The government and peoples of the U.S.S.R. are
sctting us an example of how to fight against foreign secret services and to
purge the state, military and party apparatus of these vipers, thereby strength.
ening its defensive power and safeguarding the rear in the event of an
attack by foreign aggressors.

Ominous words! Already there is evidence that the G.P.U. is
operating with frame-up methods against the Bolshcvik-Leninists
in China, as it has done and is doing in the Soviet Union and in
Spain. Let every revolutionist stand on guard! Li FU-JEN

After the Fall of Wuhan

66/7THINA NEEDS GENERALISSIMO Chiang Kai-shek's

leadership more urgently than ever today when the na-
tional crisis has reached a life and death stage. His remaining in4
office and his valuable services to the Chinese nation are essential
and imperative in the struggle leading to final victory. The Chi-
nese Communist party has placed unquestioning confidence in
Chiang Kai-shek's fixed policy of conducting a war of resistance.
No one else can lead this war except Generalissimo Chiang.”

The above statement, made November 8 to a staff correspond-
ent of United Press in Chungking, provisional capital of the Kuo-
mintang régime, by Chin Po-ku, Communist party representative,
on the so-called People's Political Council, appears in print less
than two wecks after Wuhan fell unresistingly before the invading
armies of Japanese imperialism. One military débacle has succeed-
ed another since the commencement of the Sino-Japanese war.
Peiping, Shanghai, Nanking, Canton and now Wuhan have been
captured by the invaders in little more than a year. China’s im-

* portant seaports, with the solitary exception of Foochow (which
can be taken at any time) are in the hands of Japan. The entire
railway system of the country, but for segments of the Canton-
Hankow and Peiping-Hankow lines and the narrow-gauge line
running into Yunnan from French Indo-China, together with most
of the key cities through which or to which they run, are con-
trolled by the Nipponese imperialists. Chiang Kai-shek's régime
has been effectively ousted from a good ffth of all Chinesc terri-
tory south of the Great Wall. It is estimated that approximately
175,000,000 Chinese are already living behind the Japanese lines.
East of the north-south line described by the Canton-Hankow and
Peiping-Hankow Railways there remain only scattered detach-
ments of the regular Chinese forces. As Japan succeeds in closing
the gaps on these two trunk lincs, some of these troops will doubt-
less retreat westward. Organized Chinese resistance to Japan under
the leadership of Chiang Kai-shek will virtually have ended, un-
less Japan decides to push the campaign farther west. Considered
from the military point of view, a Chinesc counter-attack on any
sizeable scale, under Chiang's leadership, is inconceivable. Political
considcrations make it all the more improbable.

Onc cannot help wondering what kind of enthusiasm for
Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership Mr. Chin Po-ku would have been
able to exhibit had the doughty Generalissimo been able to place
to his credit a few victories instead of a serics of humiliating de-
feats. Mr, Chin’s enthusiasm for Chiang’s leadership, needless to

Victory in the war of the Chinese people against the Japanese
invaders requires the broadest united national front of military strug-
gle, and the international aid of the workers and oppressed races and
nationalities throughout the world. But here, as always, as revolu-
tionists have firmly and constantly insisted, “unity” alone is not
enough. United action can, in the end, serve the cause of the defeat
of the imperialist cnemy only if the working class prescrves its own
independence, above all its own independent. class program. Fighting
as the best and most courageous soldicrs alongside of Chiang Kai-shek,
the Chinese workers and pcasants and their organizations subordinate
themsclves politically to Chiang only at the cost of assuring their own
ultimate dcfeat by the Japanese armies—in all probability aided as
in 1927 by Chiang himsclf. Comrade Li Fu-jen’s article graphically
answers the question: who weakens, yes, sabotages the war against
Japan? who are the Chincse defeatists? Once more it demonstrates
that military victory in the interests of the toiling masses will be
possible only if the united struggle is accompanicd by unremitting
and uncompromising political struggle against the treacherous policies
of Chiang and his Stalinist collcagues.—ED.

say, does not reflect the spirit and temper of the Chinese masses,
who at present are voiceless. He speaks with the voice of Stalin,
who hopes that Chiang, with the aid of a little flattery, will keep
on “defending China” against Japan, so that Japan will be too
busy to attack the Soviet Union.

Right after the fall of Wuhan the People’s Political Council,
which Mr. Chin adorns, met in Chungking. This assembly of “'rep-
resentatives of the people”, created shortly after the commence-
ment of hostilities last year, was, according to the Stalinists, a
“step” toward the establishment of “democracy” in China. More-
over, it was going to help China win a victory over Japan. The
Stalinists had demanded the creation of a democratic régime as
part price of their political capitulation to Chiang Kai-shek. The
People’s Political Council, and nothing more, was what Chiang
gave them.

The “Democratic” People’s Political Council

Fragmentary official reports of the recent deliberations of this
“democratic” body——from which, incidentally, the press was ex-
cluded—are now filtering into the press. Onc secks in vain for
evidence that it did anything else but sing hosannas of praise to
the Generalissimo. Its sessions were exactly similar in most re-
spects te a meeting of Stalin’s Congresses of the “Sovicts”. From a
truly democratic assembly one would have expected to hear some
criticism, not to say condemnation, of government policies which



Lave ;\weluccd ndtln'n_a; but military disaster. If any such criticism
was voiced—and it is strongly to be doubted—the fact has not
~een disclosed. The Council apparently said all it had to say on
ihe subject of war policy when it “unanimeusly” (as in Moscow)
nassed 2 resolution “supporting the Government’s policy of con-
sinaing armed resistance against Japan”. One wonders whether the
assermbled “representatives” were aware that Japanese guns, after
reducing Wuhan's outer defenses so that the invading army could
enjoy a 10-day unresisted march to Hankow, had pounded Chiang
Kai-shek's régime to the dimensions of a regional government. If
they were they gave no evidence of it.

In view of Stalinist claims that the Pcople’s Political Council
is a “democratic” institution, it is worth while, in passing, to con-
sider brietly its actual character. According to its secretary-general,
Wang Shih-chich, who has declared it “doubtful whether any elec-
toral system could produce a more representative body”, the Coun-
al is composcu of “'delegates sent by local authorities and en-
dorsed by the Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang™,
Regarding social composition, the same authoritative source in-
forms that "about half of the members served in provincial gov-
crnments and other organizations, while the other half possess pro-
fessional qualifications”. The Council includes three “Commun-
ists” and three "National Sacialists””, while the remaining mem-
bers, numbering upwards of 150, are all members or supporters of
the Kuomintang. Thus we find that this “step” in the direction of
“democracy” is nothing but an assembly hand-picked by the Kuo-
mintang, a democratic fraud, a decorative trapping for Chiang
Kai-shex's dictatorship. It is easy to see why Chiang Kai-shek and
his government came in for no criticism.

What are the “powers™ enjoyed by this cheap parody on
Stalin’s "most democratic” parliament? They consist (1) of the
right to “"consider” new policies before decisions thereon are taken
by the government, emergency military measures, which could in-
clude most anything, being excepted; (2) the right to submit
proposals to the government; (3) the right to question the gov-
croment and cali for reports. That is all. In other words, this au-
sust Council has no powers at all. Could any clearer proof be
asked that democratic institutions and rights can never be obtained
as the result of an unprincipled political bargain, as a gift from
reactionary régime? :

The just-concluded sessions of this democratic fraud have
nevertheless been useful for their oblique revelation of what has
been happening in China since the war started. For example, a
resolution was passed “'calling for an improvement in the conscrip-
tion faw, notably the abolition of the exemption tax . . . whereby
a man could purchase exemption from military service” (Reuter
from Chungking, Nov. 8). The excmption of rich men’s sons
from military service has been a crying scandal. Kuomintang con-
scription officers have amassed fortunes by selling these exemp-
ticns. The poor of town and country, on the other hand, have been
forced into the army by the most brutal press-gang methods. Uni-
formed bullies descend on towns and villages and conscript by
wan force all men capable of any kind of artive service, The

srongnr anen g indo the anny, te older ones e foreed into the
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rave been o ocmerous repons of men thot for resisting conscription
in a war which they cannot sce will bring them any benefit.

The Council also passed a resolution “‘asking for better treat-
~ent for the families of soldiers”—an admission that the treat-
mect hitherto has been in full consistency with the general attitude
of e bourgecisie and its government towards the masses. For the
poor the war has been an endless chain of untold miseries. Fami-
lies of conscripts have been left to shift for themselves. Unnum-
bered thousands have died in the war zones. Hunger and discase
and cold have carricd off manty who escaped the merciless jugger-
raut of war, Those who succeeded in flecing before the invaders
in most cases lowt their meager possessions and their means of live-
lihood. Millicas left behind, if they survived the Japanese military
terror, have been plunged into the direst destitution by the de-

-~
struction of war and the rapacity of the conquering armics. Know.
ing these facts, the best that the People’s Political Connai cauld
do was to humbly beg the government for “bettcr treatn.uet” of
the masses. The three “Communist” members, judging by tic
lished reports, were as silent as the grave. The cynical Stonist
yes-men, hostages in this assembly of Chiang Kai-shek's pobitical

-satellites, are pledged by their party to refrain from stirring «.p the

masses by criticizing the government and its policies. This v a5 tie
price they paid for the "Anti-Japanese United Front™. As we hive
stated before, they are concerned, not with the interest, of the
downtrodden masses, including the soldiers, whose cause they have
shown no compunction in betraying, but with maintaining their
alleged united front, with keeping Chiang Kai-shek at the job of
“resisting” Japan, so that Japan will be unable to attack the Soviet
Union and Stalin will be able to continue constructing “'socialism’
—in other words, their policy is calculated to serve the interests of
the Soviet bureaucracy alone.

A Forgotten "Detail”

But these gentlemen of the Stalinist party overlook one little
“detail”: To the extent that the Chinese masses are made to carry
the burdens of the war, to the extent that they are kept unorgan-
ized and immobilized, deprived of leadership, held back from
struggle for their own independent social and economic aims even
while the war goes on—to that extent is it made easicr for the
Kuomintang government, with or without Chiang Kai-shek's ac-
quicscence, to ¢all off the struggle and make peace with Japan. The
succession of military defeats has strengthened the capitulationist
moods in the rapks of the government and the ruling classcs. Mass
pressure alone c3n prevent the translation of these moods irto sur-
render. But the masses can be mobilized to exert this pressure only
if given a bold sqcial program which will identify victory against
Japan with the satisfaction of their own most pressing nceds.

In petty-bourgeois circles one hears repeated criticism of
“traitorous workers” who have cntered Japanese employ in the oc-
cupied areas, Three thousand Chinese workers, for example, are
employed now at the Kiangnan Dockyard in Shanghai, repairing
Japanese warships. What are these workers to do? Starve? Crushed
for more than a decade under the iron heel of Chiang Kai-shek’s
dictatorship, their trade unions destroyed, descrted and betrayed by
the renegade Communist party, the workers have seen no perspec-
tive of social gain opened up for them by the war. With the ex-
ception of the small band of Fourth Internationalists, whose voice
has been all but drowned out by streams of Stalinist villification,
no one has endeavored to link the war with 2 movement to relieve
the masses of their horrible poverty and servitude. The Stalinists
enjoin the masses to obey the government, refrain from cfforts to
improve_their lot, and to sacrifice theic lives when called upon.
The government, for its part, has outlawed strikes and instituted
the death penalty for strikers with the full approval of the Stalin-
ists. Weighed down by the sufferings which the war has brought
them, the majority of workers are now indifferent as to its immedi-
ate outcorne, They want the fighting to ceace, the fartorics v e re
boalr or I"»;;'h"'l_ their ,';l.: pestared v Wi by b i
J.x;,.ah"‘,f‘ evaders unnh o d'f{' sned a‘mfn:,’.: bisteedd Lon Vhie g e n,
prospect of victory asid tharefuie 1o slicsiative bt o vk for
the invaders whenever jobs are offcred. Either that or starvation
Had they been organized and given leadership in the struggle
against the Japanese imperialists on a program which would have
identified victory with their own liberation from grinding slavery,
China's toilers might now be on the way to repeating the
glorious victory of the Russian workers against the imperialist
interventionists.

Traitors? This slanderous accusation against China's toilers,
so typical of the petty bourgeois, docs not square even superficiaily
with the facts. Who if not the workers and peasants have borne
the brunt of the war? Is it not precisely these classes who have
been hurled to destruction and death against Japan's military ma-
chine? That all their heroism and self-sacrifice, to which countless



observers have testified, have produced not victory but defeat—is
this their fault or the Fauk of the “patriotic” bourgeoisie and its
government, not to mention their Stalinist lackeys, who have been
“leading” the war?

Traitors? This same patriotic bourgeoisic crowds the night-
clubs and cabarets of Shanghai, Hongkong and cities behind the
Chincse lincs, lives in its accustomed luxury, fattens on graft and
war- contracts, while the soldiers, drawn from the most poverty-
stricken layers of the population, are laying down their lives on
the battletields. Soldiers’ wages have gone unpaid for months.
Army paymasters, all good patriots in the camp of the Kuomin-
tang, arc known to have held up payment of soldiers’ wages in
the expectation or hope that the intended recipients would shortly
be killed. This blood-money finally finds its way into cabarets and
brothels behind the lines.

Traitors? Eminent representatives of the patriotic bourgeoisie
and hordes of their petty bourgeois underlings are tripping over
themselves in their haste to conclude business deals with, or enter
the employ of, the imperialist invaders in the occupied areas. They
hope to receive a share, even if only a small one, in the coming
exploitation of those same workers and peasants who in the col-
umns of the “patriotic”’ press are called traitors. This bourgeois
scum is certainly under no illusion as to the prospects for a Chi-
nese victory under Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership.

Ineptitude, corruption, cowardice and treachery, reaching
down from the hierarchy of the Kuomintang into the ranks of the
commanding personnel of the army, have spelt out the military
débacle which has all but ended China’s fight against Japan under*
Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership. The detailed chronicling of even a
fraction of the crimes and misdeeds falling under these general
headings would fill a large volume. Throughout the war the
patriotism of the Kuomintang and its class backers has consisted in
a readiness to “defend” China—to the last drop of blood of the
Chinese masses. Living forces have been sacrificed with a reckless-
ness almost without parallel in history. The heroism of the fight-
ing soldiers has been invariably cancelled out by the crimes and
blunders of their leaders, the magnitude of which constitutes a
national scandal.

Treachery at the Top

Not a war contract has been let but what a handsome per-
centage has clung to the sticky fingers of Finance Minister H. H.
Kung. A similar charge of corruption lies against the General-
issimo’s own wife in the purchase of war 'planes. Of outright
treachery there is more than abundant evidence. The most out-
rageous example was the sell-out which led to the military collapse
at Shanghai in the early stages of the war. At Chapoo, on Hang-
chow Bay, a Japanese force landed to execute a flanking move
against the Shanghai defenses. Not a single shot was fired at the
invaders by the troops assigned to defend that area. On the con-
trary, the invaders found waiting for them an ample supply of
gasoline and lubricants to enable their mechanized forces to drive
forward rapidly to the rear of Shanghai's defenses. General Iwane
Matsui later boasted to a New York Times correspondent that he
had bought the free landing at Chapoo for $80,000 Chinese cut-
rency, together with the gasoline supply. Government circles free-
ly admit the sell-out. '

There has been similar talk of “silver bullets” being em-
ployed by the Japanese to cffect their uncontested landing at Bias
Bay, in Kwangtung province, last month. From the point of land-
ing they were able to march overland to Canton in ten days, theic
progress entircly unresisted. There is reason to suspect that the
British connived at this picce of treachery in order to spare South
China, their most important trade sphere, from devastation.

No charge of cowardice can lic at the door of China’s brave
soldiers, but records of the most abysmal cowardice in the ranks of
the higher command arc endless, Chiang Kai-shek fled inland
from Nanking last December when the Japanese army was still
well over 100 miles from the city. Tang Sheg-chih, one of his

subordinates, famed for his slaughter of unarmed workers and
peasants in Hunan in 1927, was left in charge, but fled soon aftcr
with the entire commanding staff of the Nanking war arca. Sol-
diers left in the front lines without orders found their ranks
pierced. They fell back into the city, secking headquarters, But
headquarters had disappeared. For this cowardly desertion by the
commanding staff several thousand Chinese soldiers suffered hot-
rible massacre when the Japancse entered the city. Examples such
as these could be multiplied indcfinitely.

The abandonment of the Matang forts, 30 miles above Kiu-
kiang on the Yangtze River and Wuhan's first strong defensc to
the east, is another shameful episode. When the Japancse warship,
approached the boom the defenders found themselves leaderless
and without orders. They fled precipitately. Their commander, in-
stead of being at his post, was spending his time in a brothel in a
town several miles away. Abandonment of the Matang Forts, es-

" timated by military observers to have been powerful enough to

hold up the Japanecse river advance for at least several wecks,
helped clear the most important route to Hankow.

Behind the Chinese lines, according to military observers and
foreign correspondents, are to be found endless confusion, ineffi-
ciency, ineptitude. One report after another of faulty communica-
tions, poor transport service, lack of coordination, utter absence of
initiative by commanders. Jack Belden, United Press correspond-
ent, who has observed every sector of the war at close quarters,
testifies that the Chinese “always make plans for an active defense,
but invariably content themselves with the passive form. That is
why the Japanese throughout the war have been able to take
chances that would be fatal in the face of an alert and resourceful
enemy”. The treatment, or lack of treatment, for the wounded is
another of the great scandals. In the retreat from Hankow, thou-
sands of wounded Chinese soldiers were left behind to crawl as
best they could along the highways and across the fields. The ad-
vancing Japanese columns incontinently slaughtered all they
found. No prisoners are taken.

From the very beginning the Marxists have said that the
Chinese bourgeoisie and its government are incapable of conduct-
ing any consistent struggle to secure China’s independence from
imperialism. More than a year of war has proved that they cannot
conduct with any success even a purely military-defensive war
against a single imperialist power. Chiang Kai-shek has proved,
not his ability to defend China, but the boundless rottenness of
his régime. His satellites, including the Stalinists, whistle in thc
dark like small boys, to still their own doubts and conceal from
others the utter bankruptcy of the polides hitherto pursued. They
refer to the great “hinterland™ as yet not overrun by the invading
armies. Before Wuhan was captured they emphasized the vital
importance of its defense. It was to be a second Verdun. Now that
it has fallen, they deny with equal emphasis that Wuhan possesses
any importance at all. And how fond they are of repeating, ad
nausenm, the hackneyed statement: “'Japan’s control does not ex-
tend beyond her lines of communications™, exaggerating this fac:
and hiding its real significance. The sum of the wisdom of thesc
people is: Don't question Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership and pol:-
cies (if 'you do you are an “agent of Japan”!). Just sit tigh:.
Japanese imperialism is bound to collapse under the strain of the
military campaigns.

The Marxists harbor no illusions about the “iavincibility” of
the Japanese impcrialists. We are firmly convinced that they will
never succeed in converting China into a second India. At the
same time it is impermissible to blink the facts of the present situ-
ation. Japan has put an end to any pretense of Kuomintang au-
thority in most of eastern China which contains most of the vital
nerve centers of the country. In this vast arca—despite the activi-
ties of irregulars and guerillas, which are certain to continue—the
Japanese imperialists will be able to duplicate, at least in part, the
economic activity which they undertook in Manchuria. The hope
for renewed resistance on a large and organized scale lies heace:
forth with social forces which, thus far in the war, have been noth-



ny but passive victims or spectators of events—the toilers whom
the new cconamic impulses, plus the rapacity of the new exploit-
ers, will set in motion.

Japan Seeks a Breadhing Spell

The war has all but left the front pages of the press. One
Japanese column is driving south through Hunan and the fall of
ie provincial capital, Changsha, is not far distant. Another col-
umn is moving north from Canton. Little resistance is being cn-
countered and the junction of these two forces will sce the com-
pletion of the Japanese occupation of the Canton-Hankow Rail-
way. A Japanese force is also driving hard in Shansi, in the north-
west, to clear the still unoccupied portion of the Peiping-Hankow
Raiiway. The former Red Army is bearing the brunt of this as-
sault. When these two trunk lines are fully held by the invaders,
will the Japancse imperialists call a halt and confine their activities
to "mopping up” operations, or will they extend their campaign-
ing farther west and southwest? This remains to be seen. Signs are
not wanting that Japan would like to pause at least for a breathing
space, consolidate control of the occupied areas, gain some form of
recognition of her conquests from rival powers, and begin extract-
ing some returns on her gigantic military investment.

The Kuomintang government, while proclaiming its intention
0 resist to the end”, at the same time makes known through
Wang Ching-wci its readiness o come to tenms with Japan, pro-
vided a peace can be arranged which “will not hamper China’s
rational existence”, which means concretely—on condition that
Japan will permit the Kuomintang to remain “in power”. Japan
has already set up puppet governments in north and central China.
Another is being erccted in the south. From these, it is announced,
a federal Chinese government is to be created. Into this federal
government, says Tokyo, the Kuomintang government will be in-
vited as a constituent, provided it abandons its “anti-Japanese”
and "pro-communist” policies. Hoping to improve the final terms,
the Kuomintang government, using Sun Fo as a megaphone, de-
ciaims its love for the Soviet Union—"China’s one true friend”.
Perhaps, too, this will result in some increase in the niggardly
“assistance” (cash paid in advance) Stalin has been rendering in
the way of airplanes, guns (1916 vintage) and munitions.

Meanwhile the British ambassador has gone to Chungking
and Prime Minister Chamberlain has told the world that Britain
is ready to act as mediator between China and Japan. British im-
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perialisin, sorcly harras.cd by its Oricntal rival, i not jo ready
for war. London’s temporary strategy is to engincor a jcaie be
tween China and Japan, which, wlnle salvaging what can still be
salvaged of tangible British interests in China, will at the sane
time admit Britain to some share in Japuan’s conquest. The deal, if
it comes off, cannot be satisfactory from Britain's point of view,
but the British imperialists know full well that all arrangements
now entered into will be subject to a drastic reviewing in the com-
ing world war. Japan meanwhile prods the British Jion in his most
sensitive spots. Tokyo is aware that the chances of a Japanese-dic-
tated peace will be all the greater if Britain can be made to sce
the wisdom of “persuading” China to come to terms.

Sccretary Hull's October 6 note to Japan has injected another
element—a contradictory onc—into this situation. Released for
publication at the time of the fall of Wuhan, it was calculated,
first of all, to stiffen the Kuomintang's resistance to pressure for a
precipitate “'peace” on terms demanded by Japan and backed by
Britain. Additionally, by making the record against Japan, it is a
deliberate Roosevelt act in preparation for war. The note has al-
ready given some encouragement to the Chiang Kai-shek régime,
The Chinese bourgeois press, with the Stalinists piping up from
the region of the floor, is screeching for “forceful implementa-
tion” of the Hull note. Tt is touching to observe how the “patriot-
ic”” bourgeoisic and their Stalinist flunkeys have prown concerned
for the preservation of Amcrica’s imperialist positions in China,

Dollar impcrialisim, however, is not yet ready for a showdown
with its Japanese rival, since this must needs be largely a war on
the sca. The navy has yct to be built up to real challenging
strength and bases are needed nearer to the scene of action. Amer-
ica's armed might, moreover, has to be equal to engaging not only
Japan, but if need be—Japan and Britain combined. For it is by
no means excluded that Britain may combine with Japan in an
agreement to loot China to the exclusion of the United States.

But since America in any case is not ready for war, the like-
lihood scems to be that Japan will be able to force a "peace” on
the Kuomintang government with British assistance. Unless—and
this represents the third possibility—DBritain and America combine
to restrain the Oriental robber power. The new Anglo-American
trade agrecment may conceivably be followed by some sort of
agreement for joint or * parallel” action by Britain and America in
the Pacific.

SHANGHAIL Nov. 11, 1938

Li FU-JEN
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The YWar in China and Japan

‘ We_ reproduce below a

rivate letter written
‘from China at the end o

March, which cone
tains invaluable information and viewpoints on
thie Chino-Japanese war and the general situa-
tion in both countrics.—ED

FROM my letter, you will have observed
the coincidence in our views on the subject
of the agrarian revolution. Every fact in
the present situation confirms their correct-
ness. In the agrarian interior where guer-
rilla forces are in control (ie., in areas
behind the Japanese lines), rural reforms,
some of them quite drastic, have had to be
introduced as the very condition for sur-
vival of the struggle against the Japanese
army. Partisan fighters, with greater im-
mediacy than in the case of a regular army,
must have the sympathy and active support
of the population. Thus we find that in
some areas, notably in the Northwest where
the 8th Route (former Red) Army oper-
ates, and in the Kiangsu-Anhwei-Kiangsi
border arca where the New Fourth Army
(Stalinist-controlled) operates, the land tax
has been reduccd, land rents cut, and so
forth. In some places, administrative power
has passed completely into the hands of the
guerrilla forces and village councils voice
the demands of the peasants,

This is a very interesting phenomenon,
for it shows that the Stalinists have been
compelled by the very necessities of the
anti-Japancse struggle to violate their reac-
tionary program. It is very casy to stop the
agrarian struggle on paper, at a “united
front” conference table in Yenan or Chung-

king. In the villages, however, they are
compelled to change their tune. The re-
forms are grudging and niggardly in com-
parison with the objective necds. The Stal-
inists strive by might and main to prevent
the peasants from demanding “too much”,
for then Chiang Kai-shek will be offended
and the “People’s Anti-Japanese Front” en-
dangered. Ever since the war began there
has been friction between the Stalinists
and the Kuomintang. This, in essence, is
a reaction at the top of the struggle below.
Chiang Kai-shck has good reason to be
skeptical of the ability of the Stalinists to
scotch the agrarian movement.

The Stalinist-controlled guerrilla forces
enjoy great popularity among the peasants
because of the reforms they have intro-
duced. The peasant looks at everything in
terms of taxation and land rents. We may
expect in time that he will insist on going
beyond the niggardly “reforms” of the Stal-
inists, but for that a new leadership is
nceded if the developing movement is to
fructify and not be strangled. Above all,
a powerful proletarian movement in the
cities is needed to give leadership and cour-
age to the villages. That is now lacking,

Class rclationships in the village are ex-
tremely interesting in the arcas behind the
Japanesc lines. During the past few months
I have talked to many travelers who have
spent time in these areas and they all tell
the same story. ‘Where the guerrillas are
in control of a village, the landlords and

gentry display an extraordinarily concilia-
tory attitude toward the peasants. In some
places they have woluntarily reduced land
rents—something hitherto unheard-of in
China. They are animated by a quite under-
standable fear of the dark masses who hav
suddenly acquired a new confidence in
themselves. They come forward and offe
a 10% reduction. If they didn’t do so, the
peasant might himself reduce the rent 50%
—or, worse still, refuse to pay anything.
The Stalinists, of course, always counsel
“moderation”. They act, not as the repre-
sentatives of the peasants and their needs,
but as social arbitrators between the peas-
ants and the landlords,

The degrce of the “conciliatoriness” of
the landlords and gentry—here is a most
illuminating fact!—is invariably in direct
proportion to the nearness (or remoteness)
of the Japanese army. When the encmy is
near, and it seems likely that the area will
be occupicd, the landlords grow bolder,
more arrogant, and more harsh in their
dealings with the peasants. How remini-
scent this is of the agrarian revolution in
Russia! The landlords are divided from
“their own” pcasants by the wide gulf of
exploitation. Threatened in their age-old
property rights, they see in the alien in-
vader their social savior. When a country
town or village is occupied by the Japanesce
army, it is always the landlords and gentry
who come out on the streets with Japanese
flags to welcome the invaders. It is this



class which composes the “puppet” admin-
istrations which the invaders install,

However, in the anti-Japanese struggle,
the vole of the landlords is not by any
means: one of passive waiting for events,
There are many instances in which they
have given military information to the in-
vading army concerning the strength, ore
ganization, equipment and strategic plans
of the guerrilla forees in order to facilitate
the task of the enemy. When these traitors
are caught they face a firing squad. Noth-
ing less will satisfy the outraged peasants.
And then reports filtered in to Chungking
that the “commusts” are double-dealers;
that aithough they promised to give up
their class-struggle policy they are in fact
shooting the lords of property in the vil-
lages. Chiang Kai-shck demands an ac~
counting. In vain do the Stalinist leaders
explain that the people being shot are
traitors. The “united front” weakens. In
village relationships we sce the indissolu-
ble connection between the agrarian revolu-
tion and the anti-imperialist struggle. With-
out the vigorous unfolding of the former.
the latter becomes impossible.

Rural impoverishment will force the
peasant movement beyond the limits which
the Stalinists seek to impose on it. As a
first installment, the peasant. welcomes land
rent and tax reductions and hails the party
which gives them a sort of legal sanction.
But from this it is but a step in his con-
sciousness to the idea that there should be
NO land rents at all, especially when the
rent collector, the landlord, turns out to be
a traitor to his country. This change in
peasant psychology is, in fact, already tak-
ing place. In many villages, the peasants
have demanded outright confiscation of the
land held by traitors. The Stalinist leaders
have been compelled to concur or lose their
following. But when one landlord, or two,
or a dozen in a small village are found to
be traitors, the peasant begins to think:
“Perhaps all the landlords are by mnature
traitors?” This is the greatest danger for
the Stalinists. It is the sure guarantce of a
fresh, gigantic upsurge of the agrarian
movement. When it unfolds, it is our hope
that the ranks of the workers will have been
reformed and that a powerful proletarian
movement under the leadership of the
Fourth International will insure its victory.
This is our perspective. It is toward this
end that we shall strive.

You will, of course, be interested to
learn what the situation is in the arcas
under the direct rule of the Kuomintang.
There nothing has been changed for the
peasant except for the worse, since the war
began,  The destruction of Chiang  Kaij-
shek’s arniies in the first phase of the fight-
ing in tie eastern, sealoard provinces
created the neces:ity for extensive recruit-
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fave Leen his greatest tribuiztion through-

the centuries. Fight against the Japanese?
Who are they? The peasant has never secn
one. He doesn’t read and there are no
newspapers anyway. The enemy depicted

to him by the recruiting officer is unreal.
e listens to the stories of Japancse atroci-
ties in Nanking, etc. They sound like fairy
tales out of history. lle picks up his hoe
and goes back to his fields. There are no
recruits. The peasant knows no cnemy but
the landlord who takes 50% of his crop, or
morec.

How to mecet this problem? Conscrip-
tion! Press-gangs whose mcthods are re-
dolent of the Middle Ages in Europe de-
scend on the villages, round up the able-
bodied youths and take them under guard
to the necarest training camp. The youths
complain. Who will plant the crops; who
will harvest them? The older ones left
behind ccho the same thought. But to no
avail. If there is resistance, a few are shot
as an example to the others. The others
are marched off, roped or chained together
like galley slaves. A comrade who travellea
to Chungking from Ichang on the Yangtze
River told me he saw 80 such “recruits”
roped together, lying on the deck of the
ship, with armed guards placed over them.
In villages where he stayed during his trav-
els, the young men would barricade them-
sclves inside their houses when the recruit-
ing squads came along. In several villages
near Chungking there were regular massa-
cres of peasants resisting conscription.
These are facts which foreign newspaper
correspondents do not cable abroad. Most
of these journalists are (as were their con-
fréres in Spain) enthusiasts for the People’s
Front. If there is somcthing rotten in this
state of Denmark, they believe it should
be covered up, because to criticize ‘“our
side” would be to help Japan. There was
one honorable exception: Donald M. Da-
vies, Associated Press correspondent in
Chungking, who reported in The Nation
(New York) scenes of “recruiting” he had
witnessed near Chungking, at the same time
lifting a corner or two of the curtain en-
shrouding the inner activities of the Chiang
Kai-shck government. He was promptly
dismissed: A.P.s formal pretext was that
none of their correspondents is allowed to
write for any publication except through
AP. We may be sure, however, that
Chungking and the A.P. worked together
in this matter.

Chungking’s unwritten formula for the
war against Japan would read, if written,
“Win the support of the masses, but leave
the social rclationships unchanged.” This is
why, in reality, an impassible gulf separates
the government from the masscs. In Spain,
the Popular Front “uniting the whole na-
tion” was a political fiction which contra-
dicted the social reality, but it had the ap-
pearance of a reality because of the large
membership and following which the work-
ers’ parties enjoyed. In China, especially
when one considers the size of the popula-
tion, neither the Kuomintang nor the Com-
munist party has any real mass following.
The following of the C.P. is confined to the
area of Northeastern Shensi, where the 8th
Route Army is in control, to the central
China area (very small) where the Ne:
Fourth Army dominates, a small area in
Kwangsi, and apart from this to certain
circles of the petty-bourgeois intelligentsia.
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The Kuomintang rests exclusively on the
army and the burcaucracy and is hated by
the masses. Hence the “Penple’s  Anti-
Japancse United Front” is a political fic-
tion, an unprincipled congregtion of C.P,
and Kuomintang burcaucrats  wiited  f{or
defense of the status quo. The Knomintang
sits in the scat of power precisely because
there is no mass movement, amnd because
its beginnings have been stifled very largely
by this “Pcople’s Anti-Japanese Front”
whose sole accomplishment has heen the
gratuitous handing of military victories to
Japan. When fresh events force the op-
pressed masses on the road of struggle, the
Fourth Internationalists will have their day.
We are obliged by all the circumstances to
confine ourselves to modest efforts for the
present, mainly propaganda and the estab-
lishment of points of support among the
masses, first of all the workers. I do not
doubt that these efforts will bear fine fruit
in the not too distant future.

Japan is facing acute difficulties. The
Tokyo imperialists have bitten off much
more than they can chew. They calculated
that by occupying all of eastern China they
could force the early capitulation of Chiang
Kai-shek. But this has not happened. With
help from Britain and the U.S.A., Chiang
continues to ‘‘resist”, that is, continues to
refuse to agree to Japan's demands. The
fight in China now is not really one be-
tween China and Japan, in which China
fights for her independence. It is a fight
between Japan, on the one hand, and Britain
and America on the other, for the enslave-
ment of China. The Anglo-American en-
tente in the Far East, however, is not an
entirely happy affair. The aims and ambi-
tions of the two great powers clash at man:
points and there are audible undertones of
hostility between them. That is why Japan
can proceed with impunity against the
trade interests of both, as she is doing. But
still Japan’s position is difficult. So far she
has found it impossible to construct a cen-
tral “puppet” government and the “‘occu-
pied” arcas are therefore still under re-
gional administrations. A central puppet
government is absolutely essential, both as
a foil to Chiang's régime (since it will not
submit) and in order that Japan may reap
the cconomic benefits of conquest. The
cost of maintaining a huge army of occu-
pation in China is becoming unbearable.
It eats up the fruits of conquest. Then,
too, Japan's capital resources have been so
depleted by the military campaign  that
there is insuflicicnt capital available for the
exploitation of China, Fven when it is a
question of finding the cash to buy a build-
ing from British interests in the Japanese-
occupied scction of Shanghai, the negotia-
tions bog down for lack of rcady money.

To sccure funds for the prosccution of
the war and for carrying out ambitious
cconomic schemes in China, Japan is trying
desperately to expand her foreign exports.
This requires heavier imports of raw mu-
terials, especially raw cotton and wool, But
there is nothing with which to pay for such
imports. The specie reserves are nearing
vanishing point. This situation recently
compelled the government to introduce a



bill in the Diet authorizing the Bank of
Japan (go ernment-owned) to issue more
notes agaiast diminished reserves. Now it
is proposcd to devalue the yen by 30% in
a desperate attempt to regain some of the
lost export markets.

The effects of the war upon the difterent
classes in Japancse socicty have, of course,
varicd. . Government control of economic
life, the war bonds which the banks (fi-
nance capitalists) have been compelled to
absorb, and the inability of the bourgcoisie
geactally to cash in on the army conquests,
have engendered dissatisfaction with the
ruling military clique. Hiranuma replaced
Konoye because war needs required further
inroads on the big concentrations of wealth,
and Konoye was too close to the owners of
these sources. Hiranuma is completely the
tool of the military. Government regulation
of industry and trade had dispossessed
large numbers of the shopkeeping bour-
geoisie. They have been flocking to China
in the hope of recouping themsclves, but
this . ruined country offers no prospects to
the ‘petty capitalist or the capitalist who has

lost his capital. Many of these people come

to Shanghai or other points, dissipate.their

‘little remaining money, and then return

honie to Japan bitterly disillusioned. I have
spoken with a few of these people and know
their thoughts well. They are turning
against the ruling class, for military vic-
toriés which bring no economic benefits no
longer have any luster. The peasants are
also hard hit. Curtailment of Japan's im-
ports in order to cut down the adverse
trade balance has made fertilizer scarce,
forsexample, little of it being produced in
Japan, while the industries making it
(chemicals) have been drafted for war
purposes. Then, too, horses are being vir-
tually confiscated for the front—this is al-
ways a step the peasant rcbels against.
Agricultural prices have fallen while the
cost of manufactured commodities has risen
sky: high. This creates an impossible situa-
tion for the peasant. Meanwhile the villages
are being drained of their manhood to keep
the-front supplied with cannon fodder. The
productivity of the land is declining, but
government regulation of farm prices pre-
vents the peasant from lessening the gap be-
twcen the price of his produce and the
prices of manufactured articles.. A huge
army has to be fed. Ruined China cannot
entirely feed it. The Japancse peasant must
submit to confiscatory prices.

The military coup of Feb. 26, 1936, when
a number of young officers slew the heads of
the' government, was a direct reflection of
agrarian dissatisfaction. It may well be that
a new crisis is on the way, The 1936 coup
led: directly to the invasion of China the foi-
lowing year. What is there now to offer to
allay the discontent in the countryside? It is
indubitable that the Japanese ruling clique
is nearly at the end of its tcther. A great
revolution in China would have toppled it
from the throne of power. The army is shot
through with discontent. Thjs is clearly re-
vealed in diaries found on killed or captured
Japanese soldiers. At least half a illion
Japanese soldiers have been killed since the
war started, and probably twice that num-

ber wounded. The government admits noth-
ing but the smallest figures, but the people
have their own way of calculating such
things.

Demands for man-power for the army
have led to a shortage of industrial labor,
and thus far, in essential respects, the
Japancse proletariat has benefited from the
war. Wages have risen, often more than
the cost of living. The Labor Bureau of the
Welfare Ministry reported last week that
munition workers are carning as much as
Yen 10,000 a year—an unhecard-of wage.
These, of course, are exceptional cases. But
average wages have gone up considerably.
From a daily wage averaging not more than
50 sen, there has been an increase to Yen 10
and cven more. This “prosperity” will not
last very long if the military operations
continue. The ruling clique will be obliged
to attack the workers’ living standards. An
then the fat will be in the fire. For the
present, however, war prosperity has kept
the workers quiescent, though there are in-
numerable gricvances on various scores.
For all “ordinary” members of the popula-
tion in Japan, life has become a nightmare
of rules, regulations, restrictions, some of
an extremely reactionary character, on per-
sonal conduct. The life of the individual is
being prescribed by the government down
to the last detail. It is the middle class
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which fecels this loss of liberty first. The
workers, “accustomed” to being enslaved
and ordered about in feudal fashion, will
take time to rebel. There is no'doubt that
the rulers of Japanese socicty are sitting on
top of a volcano. That it has not exploder
cre this, is cntirely duc to the' hopelessly
bankrupt policies of the “Peaple’s Front” in
China, which have given the Japanese im-
perialists a serics of quite important mili-
tary victories, no matter how much the
Stalinists may belittle them. That the vol-
cano will explode is, in my opinion, certain.
The great danger is a headless revolutior,
for there is no revolutionary lcadership, and
thus far the ruling clique has Leen able to
divert mass discontent, to a large extenrt.
into patriotic channels. I'f, however, a social
uphcaval in Japan should coincide with a
similar upheaval in China, or if the one can
precipitate the other, the prospects will be
fine. There is, of course, the possibility that
a European war may come to the aid of the
Japancse rulers, enable them to further
their aims in China, give them'a breathing
spell in which to consolidate what they have
won. ‘

I realize that I have drawn'a far from
complete picture of the situation in China
and Japan, but that in any case is impos-
sible within the compass of a létter.
SHANGHAL, Mar. 1939 : X.
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na of Chiang Kai-Shek

The Kvomintang Governmen? and the Classes

[Continued from Last lssucl
From the very first yecars of impe-

rialist aggression against China in the nineteenth century to |

the present day, the Chinese ruling class has proved itsclf in-
competent to defend the nation. In 1893 the Manchu govern-
ment of China fought the Japanese in the Sino-Japanese war.
The masses saw no reason to take any interest in the conflict
and China rapidly went down to ignominious defeat. Five
years later the masses of North China took the initiative in
struggling to drive the foreigners out of China. The Powers,
comprising eight nations, were forced to take extraordinary
measures before they finally defeated the Boxer rebels. The
Chinese masses had taken the first steps on the road of proving
that they alone could defend ehe nation.

Between 1913 and 1922, the Powers, with Japan and Amer-
ica in the lead, were proceeding apace with the partitioning
of China among the imperialists. The Chinese landlords and
bourgeoisie were powerless to prevent the process. In 1925
the proluarm took the initiative in organizing the struggle
against the imperialists. When the movement reached the
heights of proletarian revolution, the Chinese bourgeoisie
allied itself with the imperialists to suppress the masses. In
the tradition of the Mings in 1644 and the Manchus in 1860,
the Chinese ruling class preferred foreign intervention and
occupation to national leadership by the Chinese masses.

From 1931 to the present day, the Japanese, striving for
imperialist hegemony in Asia, have occupied one section after
another of the Eastern coast of China. The Chinese ruling
class has again proved itsclf unable to resist the invaders. The
years since 1gy7 have proved conclusively that the struggle
against impcrialism in China can be conducted only through
the independent struggle of the Chinese masses. The Chinese
ruling class, true to its traditions, can only carry the ball for
one or another of the imperialist teams.

From the National to the Imperialist War

At the beginning of the war with Japan in 1937, the Chi-
nesc bourgeoisic was concentrated in the coastal areas of East-
ern China. It was reluctant to risk the property destruction
which was entailed in war with Japan and conscious of the
hostility of the Chinese proletariat. When resistance was
finally forced upon it both by popular pressure and by the
imminence of total absorption of Chinese industry by the
Japancse, the bourgeoisie continued to hope that the Western
Powers would be drawn in without much delay on its side.
Within a few months, however, it became apparent that the
West was too engrossed in its own pressing problems to give
immediate aid. Moreover, the foreign capitalists, loyal to im-
perialism as a whole, tended to regard the entrance of Japan
as a force which could keep law and order in China. The
property of the Chinese bourgeoisie was cither completely
destroyed or absorbed by the Japanese imperialists.

Even then a good section of the bourgcoisie was reluctant
to pursue the scorched earth policy and transport capital and
machinery to the interior for reconstruction. Instead they
flew to the areas under Anglo-American protection with their
liquid funds, there to sit out the war in luxury and comfort.

However, the more politically-conscious elements among
the bourgcoisie realized that if they all fled abroad or to safety
inthe International Settlement, the interior would be left to
the communists to mobilize the masses in a national resist-
ance movement.

The rctreat to the interior was gradual and accompanied
by frontal resistance to the Japanese. During 1938 the na-
tional government was practically located in Hankow. Popu-
lar pressure resulted in the formation of a People’s Political
Council by Chiang Kai-shck and the official recognition of
the new Fourth Army in the Yangtze region, composed of vari-
ous clements under the leadership of communists.



The end of the Hankow period was heralded by the fall
of Canton and completed by the loss of Hankow in October,
1938. With the retreat of the National Government to Chung-
king in Szcchuan Province, the diflercnces between Chiang
Kai-shek's China in the Southwest and those of the commu-
nists in the North and the proletariat in the East were accen-
wiated both geographically and politically. Wang Chin-wei
fled to become a Quisling for Japancsc-occupied China. Ten-
sion between the'New Fourth Army and Chiang's forces in-
creased, and the New Fourth was finally officially abolished in
January, 1941, after refusing to obey government orders to
move North. o )
~ " 'Chiang's speech at the inaugural session of the People’s
Political Council on July 6, 1938, had revealed the pressure
exerted on him to “rally the nation’s political strength and
to mobilize all the people for direct participation .in the war.”
The political consciousness of the pcople became indispensa-
ble to the Chinese government.* While still in partially indus-
trialized Hankow, Chiang was forced to admit that the period
of military rule had given way to that of political tutclage.

By 1939. however, Chiang is again placing his reliance in
the Western “democracics.” Morcover, he asserts that “judg-
ing by present conditions not only has our program for the
period of political tutclage received a serious sctback but
much of the work of the period of military rule has to be
done all over again.” (Speech of February 2, 1939.) The old
story of the Chincse ruling class abandoning the masses for
the sake of imperialist alliances was resumed. With Chiang’s
rcturn to the Anglo-American camp and Wang Chin-wei’s
flight to the Japanese there was initiated in Asia the pattern
which has since marked the European scene. The native
bourgeoisie is divided into satellites of the two rival impe-
rialist camps. Like the European bourgeoisie, the Chinese
bourgeoisie has its government in exile at Chungking, com-
pletely dependent upon the Allied imperialists and psycho-
logically remote from the fighting front.

The war of resistance has been mapped out by Chiang into
three stages: retreat, stalemate and counter-offensive. Unable
to fight aggressive battles without giving greater concessions
to the people, the Generalissimo has been content to withdraw
and carry on harrying actions against the Japanese during the
stalemate period. The counter-offensive begins when Anglo-
American imperialism underwrites. it.

In the early years Chiang was forced to appeal to the Jap-
anese masses. On July 7, 1938, he addressed the Japanese
people as “My friends....From the very beginning of the
conflict, we have regarded as our enemy only your militarists
but not the people of Japan, people like ourselves....” A year
later, Chiang said: “Our people in the war zones should try
by all possible means to make the enemy soldiers who have
been deceived by their militarists and forced to come to China
understand that aggression is the way to self-destruction and
death, while opposition to war is the way to salvation and
life.”

These appeals to the Japancse masses were dictated by the
pressure of the appcasers at home. Chiang urged these to hold
out, promising that the Japanese would soon collapse from
internal dissension. Today, however, Sun Fo, president of
the legislative Yuan, is more confident. Says he: “Whereas
the Chinese revolution started as a spontaneous movement of
the Chinese people led by the Revolutionary Party as their

*See the “Program for National Asslstance and Reconstruction' adopted by
the Kuomintang Party Congress, emergency session at Hankow, March 29, 1038,
reprinted in Amerasia, April 26, 1843, pages 118-120;
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vanguard, the proposed Japancse revolution will have to be
initiated and introduced by the victorious United Nations
after defeating the Japanese military power.” (New York
Times, October 10, 1943.)

Two months after Pearl Harbor, the Generalissimo and
Madame Chiang traveled to India to act as Asiatic spokesmen
for the Anglo-American imperialists.* To the Indian masses,
dectermined to fight for independence from Britain, Chiang
addressed these insolent words: “The anti-aggression nations
now expect that in this new era the people of India will vol-
untarily bear their full share of responsibility in the present
struggle for the survival of that free world in which India
must play her part.”

American and British imperialism were willing to pay
Chiang well for his counter-revolutionary réle in the Far East.
From 1938 to 1940 America had made three loans to the
Chungking government, all politically timed to offsct Axis
moves and cconomically sccured in Chinese tin and tung-
sten: a loan of $25,000,000 in 1938 after Wang Chin-wei's cap-
itulation to the. Japancse; a loan of $20,000,000 when Japan
decided in 1939 to “recognize” Wang's régime as the national
government of China; and a loan of $25,000,000 in 1940 after
Vichy had agreed to Japan’s occupation of French Indo-China.

In the summer of 1941, when war between American and
Japancse imperialism was only a matter of time, a loan of
$100,000,000 was made. The attack on Pearl Harbor sent
Chiang Kai-shek to India, and brought Lieut.-Col. Stilwell
and a $500,000,000. loan from the United States to China. It
also meant the loss of Burma and the closing of all doors into
China from the South. As a result, this comparatively large
credit could not be used for foreign goods. The Chinese gov-
ernment has therefore used it as security for a large internal
loan to which the bourgeoisie is forced to subscribe. Thus, an
almost direct relationship of interdependence between the
Chinese bourgeoisie and the American government has been
established. From 1928 to 1937 America was the patron of the
Nanking government. Today, the Chungking dollar is linked
to and completely dependent on the United States Treasury.

The Government and the Chinese Bourgeoisie

During the first eighteen months of war the government’s
main industrial role was providing aid for the transportation
of private industry from the coast and lending capital to en-
able it to resume production. B¥ 1939, however, the govern-
ment had begun to play a more decisive rble in industrial
development. Besides guaranteeing profits to stimulate pro-
duction, the state found it necessary to establish government
enterpriscs in basic industries. On January 24, 1940, the
Ministry of Economic Affairs announced the nationalization
of iron and steel. (China After Five Years of War, Chinese
News Service, 1942, page 94.)

This trend toward a state-controlled capitalism has been
partly necessitated by the large capital requirements for basic
industry. But government monopoly exists -also in salt, sugar,
tobacco, matchces, tea and wine. The reasons for state inter-
vention in production are political as well as economic. Many
members of the bourgeoisie have been reluctant to develop
the West, the years from 1925-27 having revealed to them the
social and political dangers of breeding a proletariat, Specu-

*This Is not to ‘gainsay Chiang’'s denires to create a Chungking-Delhi axis
against Wostern imperialism. He has denied It often enough to show that Hritaln
and America are telling him to abandon the idea—or elve. ..,



lation and profitecring bring more immediate gains with less
risk.*

The role of the government in economic life was [ormally
recognized in the National General Mobilization Act of
1942.** This act gave the government almost unlimited
power in civil and cconomic life for the duration.

The State and the Prolctariat

Government control of industry has been accompanicd by
government regulation of the wtrade union movement. Since
1940 the wade unions of “I'ree China” have been under the
control of the Ministry of Social Wellare in Chungking. All
union oflicials are appointed by the government. Under war-
time regulations, all workers must join unions, and strikes are
prohibited. The Chinese Association of Labor, the only ofhi-
cial federation, claims a grand total of 422,652 workers
throughout “Free China.” (dAllied Labor News, April 15,
1943-)

In the spring of 19,43 the Chinese executive Yuan passed a
set of eighteen regulations o freeze workers in industrial and
mining ficlds. Workers in these industries must register with
their respective authorities and are not allowed to leave their
occupations unless dismissed by their employers. Employers
may not dismiss workers unless the latter have violated specific
regulations under the present law. Workers incapable of their
jobs may be dismissed; those over fifty are allowed to lcave if
hysically unfit. Factory or mine owners, if forced to suspend
business for over a month, may dismiss workers. Workers and
employers are treated as individuals not only in their rela-
tions with each other but also with the authorities. There is
no mention of unions in any of the negotiations. (Ibidem,
May, 1943.)

Virtually nothing is known about the activity of the pro-
letariat in Chiang Kai-shek’s China. According to Freyn, who
betrays no sympathy for labor, “in its sixth war year, China
can look back on a record free from strikes, lockouts and other
signs of unrest which clsewhere accompany a deterioration in
the standard of living.” (Op. cit., page 130.)° Mass resent-
ment appears to be directed primarily at the profiteers on the
market and at the government for being liberal with these
elements,

The State and the Profitcers

In Chiang Kai-shek’s China the landed gentry and the
merchants control the retail market. Nowhere in the world
have there been such fantastic increases in retail prices. From
an index of 100 in 1937, retail price level in Chungking had
climbed to 1722.9 in 1941. In March, 1942, the general price
index was 3799. Today the increase ranges from 7000 to 10,
ooo, depending on the area.

Appeals for rice donations have been made to the general
public. One appeal brought go,000 piculs from ten Szechuan
countics.. The average donation was twenty to thirty piculs;
the favorite concubine of the former Szechuan governor was
credited with hoarding 70,000,000 piculs.

Finally, the government was forced to take increasingly
drastic measures against the hoarders. For example, the for-
mer Mayor of Chengtu was paraded through the streets of

*In Septeruber, 1940, Chiang rebuked these profiteers: °*'Billions of dollars of
unproductlve capital are available in tho interlor; but instecad of bolng diverted
to regular channels, they are employed for persoral gains and such illegitimate
transactions as hoarding and manipulation. Some private individuals simply
sort away thelr money.”” Free China’s New Deal, by Hubert Freyn, MacMillan,
1943, pages 43f.

**Ior a copy of this act, sce Freyn pnges 200-266. The act empowera tho

government, whenever necessary, to ‘‘restrict the people’s freedom of speech,
publication, writing, corr d , 8 bly and organizatlon.’’
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Chungking and shot in public. The price of rice thereuponi
dropped from $180 a picul to $go. But the landed gentry soon
recovered, and a few months later the price per picul was $160.
(Freyn, page 123.) In January, 1943, Chungking put price
ccilings on 656 commoditics. By spring the prices were rising
again and had reached sixty-scven times their pre-war levels.
(Freyn, page 130.)

T'he rise in prices is especially hard on the urban popula-
tion and the soldiers. The workers, whose labor is essential
to production, have been able to force some wage increases
despite the forbidding of ‘strikes. After protest parades by
government workers of the white collar class, the government
was forced to institute a system of partial payment in rice to
these workers. The armed forces, with no recourse, continue
to sufler.

In some villages, farming and home industry cnable the
people to maintain a bare subsistence level when crops are
good. But in many arcas millions face starvation because of
general devastation and famine. Toisan, for example, in the-
South, formerly depended for its rice on Siam, Burma and
French Indo-China, all now in Japancse hands. Morcover, it
has been hit by famine aflter occupation and rcoccupation by
the Japanese. The Toisan peasants are forced to sell their
children in neighboring citics.

The white collar workers and petty bourgeois intellectuals,
who constitute only three to four per cent of the population,
can only plead for political democracy, petty reforms, in-
creased government supervision, and a place in the burecau-
cracy for themselves.* Among the masses of the people, the
unrest does not take overt form, so far as we know.** But
every measure taken by the government against the profiteers,
however incflective, reveals the pressure of the masses. Every
failure of these measurcs points out more clearly the need to
overthrow completely the wealthy classes against whom the
government is admittedly so “liberal.”

The Peasants in Chiang Kai-shek’s China

Throughout Chiang Kai-shek's China the land hunger of
the masses and unproductive land ownership by the gentry
are the most obvious features of the landscape.* The average
Chinese family farms nineteen mow, or a little over three
acres, the smallest acreage in the world except for Japan.
Eighty per cent of China’s farmers are tenants or part tenants.
Tenant farmers tilling one acre must pay as much as fifty per
cent of their crop to their landlords. Such high rates makes
it much more profitable for landlords to lease their land
rather than manage it on a large-scale productive basis. The
inevitable result is the prevalence of small farms, lack of tech-
nical improvements and a disproportion between industry in
the cities and agriculture in the country.**

In Szechuan, seven per cent of the landlords own but do
not till scventy per cent of the land. They spend their time
in trade, banking, usury and the social and political dutics of
the gentry—namely, squeczing taxces, rent and intercst from
the laboring peasants. Funds loancd to the farmers at com-
paratively low interest by the government, e.g., for codpera-

*See Amerasia, April 25, 1943, for an analysis of little parties in Kuomin-
tang China.

**The American government malintains a strict censorship on all news ema-
nating from Chungking, and nothing unfavorabdble to the Chiang Kai-shek regime
is permitted to emeorgo.

1See Agrarian Chinn, "*Selected Source Materials from Chinese Authors,” pub-
lished in Chinese perlodicals during the 1930's. Compiled and translated by the
rescarch staff of the Institute of Pacific Relations, 1938. As in feudal Europe,
churches and other "‘educational Institutions” are arge and-owners., It took the
1927 revolution to sweep miany nuns and monks from their temples. *“*Change in

Land Ownership and the Fate of Permanent Tenancy,' Agrorian China, page 23.
$ *'The Present Land Problom in China,” Agrarian Chlua, page 60.



tives, are funncled through this gentry, and by the time they
rcach the farmer the customary usurer's rate has been approxi-
mated.*

The war, with its scarcities and fluctuations of currency,
has increased the polarizing tendency toward wealthy land.

owners, on the one hand, and the landless peasantry on the.

other. The landlords receiving rents in kind and paying taxes
in cash,*® were able to hoard and take advantage of favorable
price rises and cwrrency changes for profitcering. With their
profits they bought up new land. The middle peasants, who
paid taxes in cash but reccived no rents in kind, have been
almosa swept away.

Land that was worth C$100 in 1931 is now worth more
than C$70,000 in Chungking. This increase is duc not only
to overcrowding. As the China Information Bulletin puts it:
“Land is indestructible. The hoarding of land is thercfore
highly profitable, thus resulting in the gradual concentration
of ownership in the hands of a small portion of the people.”
(New York Times, July 28, 1948.)

This acceleration by the war of the progressive impoverish-
ment of the peasantry had to be checked by the government
if it was to be able to demand additional sacrifices for the
war. Hence in 1941 the land tax was revised. Provision was
made for taxes in kind and for compulsory purchases of food-
stuffs by the government. This was aimed to reduce hoarding
and force the landlords to accept a larger share of the tax
burden. ;

But laws against the gentry are useless when the adminis-
tration of the laws remains in the hands of the gentry. In the
past, government measures ostensibly aimed to effect rent re-
duction and resale of land to the tenants have been success-
fully frustrated by this political power of the landlords. (*The
Latest Agrarian Policy of Kuomintang,” Agrarian China, page
155.)

In China is has always been as difficult to distinguish the
rents from the taxes as it has been distinguish the landlords
from the government, both nationally and locally. The bu-
reaucracy is a “‘communal landlordism™ which by its juridical
réle is able to mobilize greater political and military power
for the suppression of mass discontent. Rents, taxes and in-
terest are literally forced from the peasants at the point of a
gun by special guards. These guards, known as the Min-Tuan
or “pacification” forces, are estimated at two million in Free
China and are using one million of China’s scanty supply of
rifles for the protection of property rights. (Edgar Snow, The
Battle for Asia.) :

The agricultural proletariat in China is relatively small
compared to that in the advanced countries, not only because
of the absence of large-scale farming but also because of the
prevalence of feudal relations. Tenants are forced to repay
their loans of equipment and grain in labor on the land of
the rich peasants. Rich peasant families take in concubines
instead of hiring wage-earning laborers. The system of early
marriage in China also owes its continuance to the economic
reality that it is far more advantageous to acquire a daughter-
in-law than to hire a laborer by the year. The poor pcasants
in turn must marry off their daughters early because it saves
food for other mouths. In certain sections of China slaves are
maintained for house and field work. (“Agrarian Laborers in
Kwangsi,” Agrarian. China, page 80.)

¢ **The Expericences of a Diatrict Director of Co-operatives,” Agrarian Chiaa,
pages 211-218,

s*More often than not the landiord‘'s control of the local administration en-
ables him to pass the land taxes on to the peasants directly.
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China’s whole past history proves that the Chinese peasants
do not accept their hardships passively. The recourse to ban-
ditry and the kidnapping of the rich is a form of social pro-
test. In some places the wealthy gentry supply these bandits
with food rather than undergo the formality of being kid-
napped and ransomed. They know that it is uscless to kill
off the bandits because more will spring up where others are
destroyed. (Changing China, by G. E. Taylor, Institute of Pa-
cific Relations, 1942.)

Peasant riots and organized refusals to pay rent reached
their height during the 1925-27 revolution and the ensuing
years of agrarian revolution. The attitude among many peas-
ants is: “If there is no rebellion, how can the poor continue
to live?”*

In 1936, when the government conscripted poor peasants
for work on the Szechuan-Hunan highway, the laborers organ-
ized many riots, in some cases disarming the local militia, kill-
ing their foremen and destroying the local engineering offices.
(“Labor Tax -in thc Building of the Szechuan-Hunan High-
way,” Agrarian China, page 110.)

We do not possess facts and data’ on the activity of the
peasants in Chiang’s China today. But we are familiar with
their revolutionary temper in the past, and we know that they
are being organized by the government itself in labor bat-
talions and in the army. At the end of the war they will be
mn a position to utilize this training to eradicate the private-
property relations in land, the condition which has been for
so long the curse of the Chinese peasants. As in the Russian
Revolution, the men from the front will introduce “into the
busines the heavy determination of people accustomed to han-
dle their fellow men with rifles and bayonets.”

China’s Peasants in Uniform

The well educated classes, who have always been a vested
interest in Chinese society, are exempted from fighting in the
Chinese army. The army is a coolie army of nearly ten mil-
lion men. The only exception to this is the cadre group of
300,000 men (thirty division) who are the “Generalissimo’s
Own,” militarily trained by German army officers. The officers
of the regular army are provincial leaders with no professional
military training and with the social background of the local
gentry.

In his ragged cotton uniform, with hand-made and often
mended straw sandals and hat, carrying a rifle, a rice bowl
and a pair of chopsticks, the Chinese soldier marches endlessly
from one front to another, living in deserted temples and sta-
bles. He may have volunteered to get the rice allotment which
is the only food provided the soldier by the government. More
likely, he was conscripted on the village system, which enables
the local gentry to buy off military service for its sons. On his
way to the training deépot, he was probably roped together
with other conscripts to make sure they all got there. His offi-
cers force him to perform labor service for the large landown-
ers, for which the commander, and not the men, receives the
compensation. In many cases he is locked in at night by his
officers.  (Amerasia, Scptember, 1943, page 276.) His pay
check is about one American dollar a month.

‘Such an army can continue to fight as well as it has only
because of its belief that it is fighting for national liberation

*This remark was made by a group of embittered women 1o a government
field worker. This worker reports that the peasants have no flith in govern-
ment measures and that their most urgent demand is *“‘not the remeasurement
of land for tax consolidation but rather somothing which would give them a
h to b he b h the heavy pressurs of their landlords.”” ‘*‘Experi-
ences of an Official in the Land Tax Consolidation Bu ” A ian Chiss,
page 163,




and because of the lack of any clear alternative method of
struggle. The cffectiveness of this army against the Japanese
has declined during the years 1g37-42. An analysis of casual-
ties inflicted by the regular Chinese army indicates a drop to
32 in 1943 from the 1937 base of 1oo. (Tbidem, July, 1913,
page 2249.) The causes of this decline are partly the changes
i China's forcign supply position. But the change is also
rooted in the declining morale of the army. The realization
that despite enormous casualties  (estimated at five million)
their battles “cannot be expected to have an determining ef-
fect on the war as a whole” (this was stated by a Chinese gov-
crnment spokesman, New York Times, July 24, 1943), must
raise scrious doubts in the minds of these ragged heroces.

The government of Chiang Kai-shek has oo little to offer
the peasant millions who make up the regular Chinese army.
To the peasants, the Kuomintang promises land reform, but
to the landlords it promises compensation for all land redis-
tributed. Few pcople know better than the Chinese peasant
that the landlord is his implacable encmy who must be de-
prived of all wealth before rural reform can be undertaken.

In most cases the people do not look upon the armed
forces as their liberators (The Chinese Army, by E. F. Carlson,
pages 30-34). Becausc of the meagerness of supplies to the
army from the government, it is necessary for the soldiers to
live off the land. As a result it is often difficult to distinguish
the regular armed forces from the bandit irregulars who for
centuries have lived by military requisitions and looting of
the masses.

Chiang Kai-shek Plons for tiie Future®

Chiang’s plans for economic reconstruction after the war
provide for a state-controlled capitalism with the aid of for-

eign capital. This is clearly outlined in the resolution passed

by the Central Exccutive Committee of the Kuomintang in
Scptember, 1943 (New York Times, September 206, 1943).
State supervision is taken for granted as the gencral rule and
only such “industry which may be cntrusted to individuals
or industries which will be less suitable [or the state to oper-
ate shall be privately operated. The government in some
cases shall give such industry the encouragement and protec-
tion of the law.... Industries which assume the nature of a
monopoly shall be statc-operated. The government shall stip-
ulate specifically what constitutes state-wide industrics and
what constitutes private industrics.” According to the Twen-
ticth Century Fund report of 1943, Chinese “industrial devel-
opment will proceed under state guidance and to a large ex-
tent under state ownership and dircction. The shortage of
private industrial capital in China, the absence of a vigorous
industrial class and the large financial problems involved are
presumed to negessitate state control.”

Within recent months the Chinese bourgeoisie has accom-
panicd its pleas to America for mare guns with cordial invi-
tations for investment of capital. Under old Chinese regula-
tions it was required that fifty-one per cent of stock interest in
joint capital arrangements must be Chinese, and a majority
of the board of directors, as well as the chairman and general
manager, must be native. The new resolution passed by the
Kuomintang asserts that “hereafter no fixed restriction shall
be placed on the ratio of forcign capital investment in joint
enterprises. In the organization of a Chinese-foreign joint
enterprise, except for the chairman of the board of directors,
the general manager need not necessarily be a Chinese.”

*Seo ‘‘Chungking Conalders the Future,”” by Guather Stein, Faor Eastern Sur-
vey, September 7, 1043.
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An Amcrican was recently appointed acting  inspector-
general of the Chinese Maritime Customs Service. In the past
the imperialist power controlling China’s customs revenue
has been able to dictate which clique should rule in China.
Before the war Britain was strong in the administration of
the Chinese customs service. The United States, Britain and
Japan played approximately equal roles in the forcign trade
of China. Japan and Pritain did not hesitate o collaborate
against Amcerica, nor America and Japan against Britain.®
Today, Chiang is completely committed to string alone with
Amcrican imperialism. His participation in the Cairo Con-
ference is ample proof that Chiang Kai-shek's China will never
play an independent réle in the fight against Japan.”

The pro-fascist leanings of the Kuomintang government
are revealed in Chiang's plans to maintain national govern-
ment troops in a good number of provinces and employ army
officers as local administrators. The demobilization of China’s
army of cight to ten million men would only reinstate in an
aggravated form the situation of latent unemployment that
existed in China before the war. Employment must also be
sought for the increasing number of army officers. The sharp-
ness of the class struggle will demand even more severe re-
pression than existed before the war. The promises of con-
stitutional government given by the recent Kuomintang ple-
num are more empty than they have ever been.**

Finally, the reactionary character of Chiang’s plans for the
future are unmistakably revealed in his Spiritual Mobiliza-
tion and New Life movements. These movements, loudly ac-
claimed by Western as wiping out old Chinese habits of
spitting and opium smoking, are in reality aimed at perpetu-
ating the old feudal social relations and substituting spiritual
food where material food is needed.t On an intimate local
scale, Chiang is attempting to reinstate the pao-chia system
whereby houscholds are the units of responsibility under gov-
ernment supervision.}

But the Chinese people have been uprooted by forty years
of wars and revolutions. The family system has been broken
up by the entry of necarly ten million men into the armed
forces. Provincial barriers have been broken down by the
mélange of dialects within the army. The national outlook
of the Chincse masses has been broadened by the propaganda

*Aritain's dominance In China depended on her alliance with Japan and on
the French fleot. America’s policy in Manchuria in 1031 won Japan to her side
sufliclently to doom the DBritish. The fall of France in 1940 ended Dritain's
chances for falllng back on French support.

tPearl Buck’s Incessant pleas for more ald to China betray both her reallsm
and her hypocrisy. Familiar with the Chinese ruling class from long resldence
in China, she was well aware that they might turn to Japan if American impe-
rialism neglected them. Knowing the hatred of the Chinese for the Dritish im-
perinlists, she {8 also anxious that America free herseclf from the suspiclon that
sheo {3 united with the Dritish Empiro. What this *“friend of China' fears most
of all 1s a strong Asin united against the Wost. As shé horself says: ‘I shudder
to think what the future will be with Russla ostablished, as indecd she already
has becn, as the world's greatest milltary force; when China establishes her-
self, as she will undoubtedly do, as another great milltary force; when the
people of India, freed by their own efforts, as they are determined to be free,
will be a great potential power.’” Invoking the spirit of Thomas Jeﬂenon. Mrs,
Buck appeals to the American bourgeoisie not to industrialize Asla, but keep
these people what they ‘‘have hitherto been, to our great good fortune, peaceful
agricultural peoples.” Asia, November, 1043.

**Soo Amerasis, October 1, 1943, for a devastating analysis of the emptiness
of these promises {n the past,

3 *Thla systom with every ten families as the unit, was originally used as
& measure for common defense but has long been utilized by the authorities as
a means of domanding community responsibllity and as an additional instru-
ment for the maintenance of paace and order.” Agrarian China, page 212,

The Generallssimo's Wostern-educated wife la apparently more aware of
tho goneral nced for nmaterlal reform. However, she wholeheartedly endorsess
the Gonoralissimo’s spiritual path as an immediate substitute, Soe her bdbook,
China Shatl Rise Again, Harpers, 1040. The Genoralissimo's Russian-educated
son, Chiang Ching-kuo, ls maglstrate of Kanhsien. *‘His methods and ideclogy
are called communiatic or fascist by people who object to his authoritarian ad-
ministration. His system la callod state soclallsm by pcople who dislike regi-
mentation.” (New York Times, November 5 1943.)



that their struggle is part of a world suruggle against fascism
and reaction. The planes flying overhead, the use of medi-
cines and surgery, and the demands made up the population
to care {or the wounded have gone far to emancipate the Chi-
nese from old superstitions, ancestor worship and the old re-
ligion. In the huts of the most backward arcas, placards with
political slogans have replaced the ancestral tablets with their
Confucian proverbs. After the 1911 revolution, the queues
and bound fect which symbolized servitude to the Manchus
began to disappear. In the 1925-27 revolution the bobbed
hair of the women was a sign of popular emancipation. To-
day, the Chinese soldier in a uniform of shorts, shirt and tie
and the emancipated Chinese woman in slacks and blouse
symbolize a new freedom.

For centuries the Chinese people have borne the heavy
load of taxation for a Bureaucratic landlordism and an ex-
panding military, civil and party bureaucracy. The taxation
envisaged for a bureaucratic capitalism will only increase this
load. The Chinese people have been actively engaged in a
-struggle for national liberation from Western as well as Jap-
anese imperialism for half a century. They have reached the
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stage where further concessions to “friendly capital” strikes
both at their pride and their stomachs. Japanesc conquest of
British colonies in Asia has reduced the white man's prestige
in China and incrcased the Chinese sense of their own poten-
tial power.

Everywhere the struggle is for the creation of a new world
to supplant the old. Even Chiang must speak constantly in
terms of revolution and pose as the rcvolutionary leader.

Today the conflict between Chiang Kai-shek’s old world
and the new world vaguely present to the masses takes the
amorphous forms of resentment and passivity. In the flux of
the post-war struggles this contrast will be sharpened into
vigorous conflict. For nearly half a century the Chinese rul-
ing class has been able to deflect the rebellion of the Chinese
masses to a struggle against the foreign invaders. Today the
foreign enemy is Japan; yesterday it was the Western powers.
Tomorrow the Chinese people will have engaged the forces
of every imperialist power. No people can capture the admira-
tion of the whole modern world and not demand the oppor-
tunities commensurate with its sacrifices. (To be continued.)

Ria STONE.
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Under the Stalinists -

National Revolution and Pecsant Revolt

[Continucd from last issue)

Ever since the great Russian Revo-
lution of 1917 the Chinese masses have been inspired by the
example of the Russian workers and peasants. From 1920 to
1927 they fiocked to the banner of the Communist Party so
that it grew almost overnight into a mass party. Even after
the betrayal by the Stalinists in the 1926-27 revolution, the
Red Armies in the interior were able to attract millions of
peasants by driving out the landlords and sponsoring the divi-
sion of the land.

Compromises with rich peasants and isolation from urban
workers finally made it impossible for the Sovict districts to
resist Chiang Kai-shek's armies, and the Communists migrated
to the Northwest. The “Long March” to the Northwest is
itself a testimony to the strength of the Chinese masses in
their desperation and to the great symbolic hold of the Rus-
sian Revolution over their aspirations.

Today there are three main areas either completely or par-
tially under Communist control or influence. These are:

1. The frontier area, made up of the Northwest provinces
of Shensi, Kansu and Ningshia.

This area, west of the Yellow River and South of the Great

Wall, is bounded on the north and west by Mongolia and
Tibet. It has been one of the most backward sections of China
and has a population of only approximately two million. The
government of this area is a direct continuation of the Chi-
nese Soviet Republic, formally liquidated when the anti-Jap-
anese United Front was formed, but maintaining complete
autonomy from the Chinese National Government.

2. The “Border Region,” made up of the Northeastern
provinces of Hopei-Chahar and Shansi.

This region is completely within Japanese lines, and
within it the Communist-influenced governments compete
with the Japanese provisional government militarily, eco-
nomically and politically. The old provincial governments
are negligible, functioning only in unoccupied corners of their
provinces or in exile. On a smaller scale than Chiang Kai-
shek’s régime, they are but another variant of that modern
phenomenon—the government in exile,

3. The New Fourth Army zone in the Yangtze Valley, made
up of sections of the East Central provinces of Anhwei, Ki-
angsu, Kiangsi, Fukian and Chekiang.

In this area the Chinese Soviet Republic functioned before
the “Long March” to the Northwest. Although officially abol-



ished by Chiang in January, 1941, the main forces of the New
Fourth Army probably continue to function within the Jap-
anesg-occupied zones, where Chiang’s armies cannot reach
them.

While differences exist between these areas in the degree
of Communist influence, autonomy, etc., they all exhibit the
general pattern of peasant revolt. The most informative and
complete study of this pattern in China has been made by
George E. Taylor in his book, The Struggle for North China,
dealing with the Border Region. The latter will therefore
be used as an example of the three areas.

The outstanding characteristics of peasant revolts are
their local, dispersed and temporary character. Their possi-
bilities and limitations have been classically described by En-
gels in his study, The Peasant War in Germany. The suc;
cesses and failures of the Chinese Soviets from 1928 to 1934
are a modern instance of the inability of peasant armies to
achieve the agrarian revolution on a national and permanent
scale without the leadership and codperation of the prole-
tariat. Today, in occupicd China, the temporary character of
the successes of the guerrillas against the Japanese may be
summarized in the statement that the Japanese rule by day
and the Chinese guerrillas by night.

The unsuccessful national revolution of 1goo, known as
the Boxer Rebellion, had been a Northern movement. The
republican revolution of 1911 had developed out of a South-
ern movement. Northern China, unlike Central and South-
ern China, barely experienced the revolution of 1926-27. The
last orderly government in the experience of the population
was the Manchu dynasty. The Kuomintang had never made
serious inroads.

The cities of the North had remained picturesque souve-
nirs of ancient feudal China. Pcking, for example, had been
from 1goo on little more than a garrison for foreign troops
and a center for imperialist intrigue. Industrialization in the
North had been confined to the communications required by
the imperialists to exploit the natural resources of the coun-
try. The areas lying between the railroads and roads were
a hinterland, partially if not completely self-sufficient. How-
ever, relative to Southern and Central China, there is in the
North a larger agricultural proletariat because the poor pro-
ductivity of the land requires farming on a larger scale.®

The Bankruptcy of the Local Gentry

This economic and political background dictated the
possibilities and necessities of Japanese expansion. With very
little difficulty they were able to overrun the chief cities and
railroads. For the rest, they were compelled and had the op-
portunity to introduce a new order for the people. The peas-
ants at first put up no resistance “because the invasion directly
and immediately threatened the security of the landlords....
When the poor peasants witnessed how the landlords were
forced to become refugees overnight and to run for their lives,
they were not sorry to see their rich oppressors suffer for a
change.”**

The principles of the Japanese New Order were eradica-
tion of the evils of the Kuomintang, eradication of Commu-
nism, and the pan-racial unity of Asia. For the San Min Chu I,
or Three People’s Principles of the Kuomintang, the Japan-
ese substituted the Hsin Min Chu I, or New People’s Prin-
ciples. In reality, the New Pcople’s Principles meant that
there would be no reduction of land rents, no revision of land

e Forms of ¥arm Labor in China,” Agrarian China, page 09.
e*The Organization of a Typical Guerrilla Area in South Shantung,’’ by Wang
Yu-chuan, appendix to The Chl Army, by E. ¥. Carlson.

taxation, no regularization of land tenure and no revision of
village usury. Hence a fair proportion of the gentry were
willing to become allies of the Japanese.

All over the world today, popular sensitivity to collabora-
tion with the invader exists on an unprecedented scale. How-
ever, in Asia even more than in Europe, the war brought to
a head the social uselessness of the local gentry. In China,
where the landlords could not claim any social function as
managers, the Japanese found no social force of any -conse-
quence to collaborate with them in funding their New Order.
If the Quislings stayed in the villages, the guerrillas branded
them as traitors and meted out suitable corporal punishment.
If they fled to the Japanese-occupied cities, their property at
home was confiscated. In the cities, only a few were needed
for fronts. The rest actually were competitors of the Japanese
second “army” of merchants, officials and administrators.
Many of the gentry therefore found it more expedient to re-
main in or return to the villages and join in the anti-Japanese
United Front. This shuttling back and forth did not help the
“face” of the would-be Quislings. In some places, to restore
their prestige, the landlords calléd themselves guerrilla com-
manders whenever they could gather five or ten people to-
gether. The landlord forces, in reality, permitted the activi-
ties of traitors in their areas, never attacked the Japanese and,
instcad, harassed the real popular guerrilla forces.

The Japanese occupation was also in the dilemma of en-
couraging the old classical education for political purposes,
although the economic development of occupied China re-
quired vocational training of the masses. Without giving this
technical training they could neither repair the economic
damage they have caused nor promote large-scale develop-
ment.

The Development of Mass Resistance

The inability of the Japanese to give political, economic
and social stability to the occupation tremendously facilitated
the tasks of the Communists in rallying the people for resist-
ance. Functioning virtually within a vacuum, the Commu-
nists had the opportunity to create a new form of government.
Their limitations have been self-imposed in accordance with
the Stalintern’s policy of a united front against Japan.

The population had been accustomed by many decades
of brigand armies to taxes without public services, and forced
labor to landlord and warlord. To gain their support in the
resistance it was necessary to point out a new road of coGpera-
tion between the military and the civilian. As in the days of
civil war with Chiang Kai-shek, the Communists have had to
depend upon guecrrilla tactics; surprise and mobile warfare in
small groups, self-reliance of lower officers, and capture of
ammunition from the enemy. In the end, however, the basis
of guerrilla tactics is the willingness of the population to codp-
erate.

The ignorant, illiterate and impoverished people had to
be given something to fight for at the same time that they

‘were shown an enemy to fight against. This has been achieved

by direct but moderate economic reforms, such as suspensions
or reduction of rents to landlords and interest to usurers, regu-
lation of share-cropping and lowering of taxes. The property
of traitors (comprising ten to twenty per cent of the land in
this region) has been confiscated and redistributed, pending
the “repentance” of the traitors. Army auxiliaries have been
created to assist the peasantry in farming their land and to
minimize the burden of supplying the military.

As in some areas of Chiang Kai-shek’s China, industrial



cobperatives have been organized to produce the essentials
tor consumers and for the army.* Throughout there has been
an emphasis on cconomic self-sufficiency and hence an employ-
ment of all hands in productive labor. Since no external
trade with the Japanese is permitted, there has been a limita-
tion on such crops as cotton. Production of essentials by sim-
pie handicraflt has been restored to supply the population and
keep labor from migrating to the cities. But economic pene-
tration knows no borders, and despite border government con-
trol of trade, smuggling has been widespread.

Politically, the population of the guerrilla arcas has been
given a new sense of human dignity by its participation in vil-
lage mobilization committees and county political councils.
The principles of universal suffrage and political democracy
have been instituted. For this role the people have been given
cducation which, while limited mainly to political agitation,
has opened up to the masses a whole new world. These are
peasants who have depended entirely upon one man in a
whole village to read and write their letters, and who have
sold their daughters to repay a twenty-dollar debt. Today
they grasp at cven token recognition of their humanity.

In some places the villagers are so well organized in the
anti-Japailese movement that they will evacuate their homes
when the Japanese approach, bury food, remove all animals
and utensils and retire into the hills.

The Communists, in line with their appeasement of
Chiang Kai-shck, have persistently discouraged the increasing
class tensions arising between the peasants and the landlords.
In the tradition of peasant wars, the victories of the masses
are nullified by compromise with the middle class. The Com-
munist Party is pledged not to accept more than one-third of
the elected positions in any local or hsien government. In
the border region there is a farmers’ union in which the land-
lords are not permitted membership. The efforts of this union
to gain economic advantages for the class it represents are dis-
couraged by the United Fronters.

The party itself has admitted that it had difficulties in
convincing the ranks of the Eighth Route Army to accept the
United Front policy. “...The men do not fully understand
the reasons for such actions, some men actually accusing their
leaders of ‘counter-revolutionary orders.””

The Communists have sought to remove all obstacles in
the way of those gentry who may wish to return from the occu-
pied areas. The border government actually collects rents for
absent landlords and holds them in reserve for the prodigals’
return. Mao The-tung, the Communist leader, has summa-
rized the compromise policy of the Communists beyond any
misunderstanding: “Regarding agrarian problems, on the one
hand, we advocate a policy of reducing rents and interests so
that the peasants can have clothing and food; on the other
hand, we are also carrying out a policy of recognizing the
payment of rents and interest as obligatory so that the land-
lords can also have clothing and food. Regarding the rela-
tion between labor and capital, on the one hand, we are re-
alizing the policy of helping the workers so that they may have
food and clothing; while on the other hand we are also carry-
ing out a policy of industrial development which will provide
the capitalists with profit.” There can be no clearer statement
of anti-revolutionary policy.

The compromise policy of the Stalinists against the Chi-

*It 13 peneraliy agreed by cveryonoe dxeept the enthusirstic mponsers of tho
Induyco riovemont that ovon the vory modorate of tho Yoiaont 13 only
& temnorary phenomentn, possible only hocnuse of wartlme lsolulton of various
arcas frorn the world and national market, Out of u proposcd 30,000 corps, only
2,500 have bern entablishicd with 80,000 workers. For an uncritical appraisal of
Indusco, see Chiasw Shall Rise Again, by Madame Chiang Kail-shek., For more
criticnl accounts, sce Snow, Battle for Asla, and Mitchell, Industrialization im
the Western Yucliic.
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nese bourgeoisie in 1925-27 brought death, imprisonment and
disillusionment to hundreds of thousands of workers in indus-
trialized China. Their compromise policy against the rich
pcasants in 1933 brought pessimism, mass dcsertions, and
eventually defeat of the agrarian revolutions following in the
wake of the proletarian revolution. Their pressure for the
release of Chiang from Sian in 1926 preduced cynicism and
confusion among the soldiers in the Northern armies. Today
the threat of the forcign enemy holds the people together in
the United Front. As the end of the war approaches, the class
tensions will emerge more openly. After the war, the Chinese
Communist Party will have more difficulty in ‘imposing the
Kremlin's will on masses who have fought, and died by the
thousands, in a supposcdly revolutionary cause.

Training for the Social Revolution

Today the pecasants are being given invaluable training
for the social revolution. They have learned that bona fide
national defense depends on them and that there is political
meaning to their instinctive rebellion. They have learned
that rights must accompany responsibilities and they are learn-
ing to enjoy popular government. They are acquiring a modi-
cum of literacy and tools for sclf-expression and they are also
receiving some industrial training through the Indusco move-
ment. They have learned how to deal with the treacherous
gentry by assassination and by confiscation of property. They
have seen a popular army in the process of development and
become part of it, acquiring the consciousness that the sword
belongs to the community. Into the backward North there
have migrated thousands of peasants and intellectuals from
the South, where they have lived in closer contact with the
modern world.

Moreover, the Chinese masses in Communist-controlled
China have been indoctrinated with an international outlook.
The Soviet districts regarded themselves as part of the world
proletariat. The course of the civil war and the conquest of
Abyssinia were followed with intense interest. In view of this
background, it is possible to credit the report of a split in the
Chinese Communist Party over the dissolution of the Com-
intern.

The border region has also stressed solidarity between the
Japanese and the Chinese masses against their common ene-
my, the Japanese militarists and capitalists. The Eighth
Route Army especially employs the technique of indoctri-:
nating Japanese prisoners and sending them back to educate
their comrades-in-arms.

This training in the techniques of social revolution is con-
stantly on the verge of overflpwing into practice. No modern
revolution has been able to linger for long at the bourgeois
democratic stage. It has either moved forward under the im-
pulsion of the masses or succumbed to bourgeois dictatorship.
Hence the intense mutual hostility of the China of Chiang
Kai-shek and the China that is Communist-led.®* Ideas and
techniques cannot be limited by geographical boundaries, nor
hemmed in by mass armics made up of peasants.

As Trotsky said in 1928: “... With a new rising wave of
the proletarian movement...one will be able to speak seri-
ously about the perspective of an agrarian revolution.”

Ria STONE.

*Tha New York Times of September 8‘ 1043, roports that Communists num-
borini 10,000 made twe unprovoked attacks apalnst the pacification corps in
Southwestern Shantung on July 20 and August 6.1 In tho summer of 1943, five
diviglons of Chlang’a best armed and fed troops wero moved into the Northwest
aron awny from the Japancse front. At the Plenum of the Kuomintang in Sep-
tomber, 1943, a rosolution was adopted accusing the Chidese Communist Party
ot subversive activities and calllng upon it to fullll ita promise to abandon the
Communist movemeont, dissolve the Soviet governmeént and disband the Red
Army. Only one of seven Communist delcxatos attonded the subsequent sesslon
of the People’s Political Council.| See Amerasis, Octoder 1, 1543.
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