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Women's Retreat Report —- Elissa

Sue began the Women's Retreat by asking each participant to say what
she hoped to get out of the weekend. Among the things listed were: developing
the group's understanding of women's issues, deepening the commitment of the
I.S. to women's liberation, sparking interest in writing, getting to know

. other members, and passing along to newer members a sense of the group's

. accomplishments in women's politics.

Several people spoke about their concern at the convention that the I.S.
had put women's issues on the back burner, and wanted to turn that around.

. At the conclusion of the Retreat, everyone spoke again about whether the
weekend had accomplished these tasks. To the person, everyone agreed that
. their expectations had been exceeded.

Hosted by the Cleveland branch at a camp in southern Ohio, the Retreat
was aimed both at explaining our past work and politics, and moving forward
in developing our understanding of the women's movement today. .

Twenty~one women attended from New York, Massachusetts, Cleveland, Detroit,
and Chicago. Pam, from Mass., joined the I.S. at the conclusion of the
weekend. Concrete plans were developed for writing projects, and a convention
discussion on the working women's movement.

There were five main discussions during the weekend. The first was a
"panel discussion" where Carol represented the radical feminist movement,
Adela the middle class movement, and Margaret (playing herself) the I.S. Gay
moderated the panel, asking questions that drew out the different pelitical
approaches of the forces in the women's movement, and how that compared to
the work that the I.S. fodussed on.

The second discussion was on the working women's movement. Unfortunately,
this discussion was weakened by the lack of participation of women who had
been central to it, due, in part, to the fact that the Retreat conflicted with
the USW Convention. There was discussion about what is happening in different
industries, and the role that issues such as comparable worth and organizing-
the unorganized may play in the '80s..The role of Black women in this part .
of  the movement was discussed, as well as the relationship of issues such
as health and safety, and unionization, and whether I.S. members ought. to be
more active around these issues. It was clear that a more thorough discussion
was needed, and a motion was passed to that affect at the end of the Retreat.

The third discussion was on the family and was the most theoretical and.
satisfying of the sessions. Ilene's presentation discussed the role of the .
right in raising the issue of the family, and what the left ought to be saying
about the family. The discussion talked about the function 6f the family .
in advanced.capitalism, the ascendency (once again) of the extended family, °
as opposed to-the nuclear family, how the left can shift the ideology that
surrounds the issue of the family and survival from individuals to the state.

The final theoretical discussion was about the women's movement today.
Enid began by leading a discussion about what the women's movement looks like.
To demonstrate the diversity of the movement, everyone listed different . ;
activity that they were aware of around women's issues. Elissa's presentation
outlined possible fock of the women's movement in the '80s, and what role



employment issues may play, and how socialists can use those issues to advante
the participation of working class women-in the movement.

The last session was a diScussion of the 1.S. and our work around women's
issues. Carole began with a presentation on regroupment. Some initial research
bad been done about the attitude of specific groups towards women's oppression;
and gay and lesbian oppression. There was discussion of the pros and cons of
the regroupment project sponsoring a national conference of socialism and
feminism. Concern was expressed that such a.conference not be a:-conference of
greups, but be broad enough in conception that.women not in.groups feel
welcome. and 1ntenested A motion was passed that the discussion on:the-family
be worked up for an article in Changes. Ilene, Margaret, Gay, Pam, Mary, Sué-
and Carol volunteered to work om it. Another motion was passed that the PC
prepare a convention discussion on the working women's movement, as it was
clear that people wanted direction in choosing arenas of activity. There was
discussion of the joint issue of Changes on feminism with Solidarity, and
writing on international women's movement for Changes. Women working in the-
health care 1ndustry met together for lunch and decided on several writing
projects as well. :

In This Mailing...

Along with this issue of the I.S. Newsletter, you will find 1) a letter -
from the organizer of the upcoming conference telling you what we hope to get”
out of the conference. All members are encouraged to attend what we predict
will be a very exciting and useful event. 2) A letter (on Changes stationery)
for a meeting on regroupment to be held in Detroit November 15. A few members
from other cities were invited to this; 1f you kmow of individuals who should
be invited, please let us know. 3) A copy of a letter sent to Solidarity: Socialist
Feminist Network on the Socialist Party. Feedback so far is that the letter i
was very much appreciated by thcse who share the sentiments expressed in it..."
SSFN is considering. merger with the SP. The. letter cutlines why, in our minds,
the SP is not. a good regroupment candidate.

Coming in Changes ~- Dav1d

1. Regroupment. The Dec-Jan double issue will be devoted to revolutionary”
socialist unity, including a major statement by the 1.5. We hope to have several
short responses and comments.,

~ 2. Women in the '80s. A special joint -issue published with SSFN. Will
include a major theoretical article on the Family by IS, an exchange on perspectives
and theory, and (we hope) an article on gay and ‘lesbian liberation by SSEN.

3. The American Working Class. We will be working toward a series
of articles discussing theories of the American working class, and why bullding
a socialist current within it poses certain unique difficulties.

And don't forget to buy those gift subs now at $7.50 each for fellow
(and sister) activists, friends, and family members.

Welcome. New Members“

Since. the last newsletter we have two new members to announce. Rick,' ™
a laid-off auto worker, now working in the rank and file movement, joined
last month. And Pam, who joined at the Women's Retreat. Pam is going to be '’
working on the project started at the Retreat to write on the family. She is
interested in women's issues and has done community organizing. Rick is a
member of the Detroit branch, and Pam is a member at large from Massachusetts.
Welcome Rick and Pam!



PC Meeting $/9/82

4. Report on URPE Conf--Frank. Frank gave a workshop on socialists in the
_.trade union movement. Presence of the left minimal, despite the fact that

‘the left was the theme of the conference.

2. Changes (Ed Bd invited to this discussion). Dave:: Changes thin on questions
of American politics. Article assessing first two years of Reaganism needs

to be written, looking for author. Most of the discussion about the importance -
of bringing the regroupment perspective into Changes, Dec~Jan issue targeted. '
Also discussion about. implementing year-long project on the nature of the
American Werking Class. Dave M. suggests introductory article should be a
restatement of our theory of rank and file~ism. Kim and Dave to implement.

PC Meeting 9/20/82

1. Report from Baltimore--Kim. Kim spoke at a meeting jointly 'sponsored by RWH
and DSA in Baltimore on labor movement. DSA chapter formerly NAM members who
were against merger, but joined for lack of an alternative., Have 60-~100 members,
and dominate movement activities, but also have same method of functioning

that DSA has--don't work together, ete.iFour DSAers attended meeting, 20 in
total, Trend and RWH made up rest of audience.

Also spoke at a Progressive Student.Network meeting of 25. Small PSN chapter
of 15-20, about 30% in RWH. A couple in ISO who seemed very interested in )
split history, open and friendly.

2. Regroupment--Assessment and Next Steps—-Dan. General feeling that regroupment
is "on schedule." Groups are cautious but positive. On every level that we
have made approaches, response has been good.

175 copies.of "Why Socialists Need Organization" to be mailed to each
member of CPML. 100 distributed to Solidarity. First run of 500 sold out.

Regroupment seen in stages. First stage included travelling by us, all at
our initiative. More trips planmned to Toledo, Bloomington, Madison, Milwaukee,
Philadelphia, Charlottestown, Indianapolis, Towa, DC.

Second stage has to involve others. Plan to hold a national meeting on
regroupment mid-November by invitation. Will launch '"road show." .

Propased that I.S: hold National Meeting in January to assess progress on
Regroupment, and make plans. Posgsibly in combination with omenday school.

Discussion on needed publications: Changes‘article reprints on economy,
plus ask Mike (DC) to write on why it won't make any difference when llberals
get back iIn power. Feminism--possibly reprint "Revolutionary Feminism'" with
update, or other articles. Tasks and Perspectives~-Kim and Dan to implement.
Revise and print in Changes Third Camp Statement.

3. Proposal from Solidarity for meeting in the fall. Motion: Send open letter
about Socialist Party, discouraging merger. Positive attitude towards proposal
for meeting.

PC Meeting 10/4/82

1. Assessment of Women s Retreat--Elissa. (See separate report.) Need to have
some kind of women's caucus. Discussion of motion to have convention discussion
on working women's mcvement--positive attitude towards this. Discussion of
socialist-feminist conf.--importance of learning more about radical feminist
groups, how to get this information.

2. Regroupment--repoxrt on trip to Indianapolis, Bloorington. (Separate,)

Next meeting: 10/18/82. Agenda: "Timetable" on Regroupment., National Regroupment
Meeting plans.



statement on the loclalist carty : Jeptember 25, 1982
by the Internatioral Joclalists . 6

We are aware from your recont national conforence that some membexs
your organization now view regroupment and the future of Selidarity:
yocialist-'eminist ietworksd.. ) in terms of merger with or entry into the
joclalist Party U.s.a. (u')e We in the International oclalists (I5) under—
stand the difficulties for socialist groups in these times: <fragility,
small size, lack of resources, lack of political perspective; we understand

then well for we share them,

We also understand sone of the attractive features of the Joclalist arty:
a well recosmized name, an established organizationk financial resources,
publications, contacts, stiayser membership than other left groups with a
broad geogrpphical and social spread., We know that many in the Socialist
Jarty consider themselves revolutionaries, are involved in important political
work (particularly in the anti-militarism movement), and that some are leaders
of stature, like . Chairman Jave icReynolds, 0 we ocan understand why the
possibility of a merper of the 3.'h with the ;' may seem to some like a way
forvard. “onetheless, we think it would be 2 mistake for you--and a loss to
all of ustonx the revolutionary left--if you were to merge or enter the 3V,
He think this would harm the possibilities for a broad, non-sectarian revo-
lutionary socialist resgroupnent.

.eadite the attractions of the 5i°, in a very real sense the ijocialist
iarty is a sect and is sectarian. Just as nuch as any of the revoluténnary
sects of the 70s, such as the Revolutionary Communist Farty,or old left
groups such as the .ocialist lorkers rarty, the socialist ‘arty concelves
of it self as the sarty. .ave .icReynolds has saild that the Jocialist ‘arty
vould not e prenared to change its name in oxder to be part of a broader
rosroupment. The unwillingness to change the nane is the symbol of a broader
oroblem~~that the Jocialist rarty would not Le prepared to change its self-
conception and deiinition in the process of a broader regroupment. We think
it is to the credit of Jolidarity that, unlike the 4P, it would be willing
to gAve up its name and some of its particular points of definition to become
part of a uroader zroup. That is the meaning of regroupment, precisely the
willingness of an orsanization tgfput soms, things aside in the interest of :
building a bireer, more effective revolutionary socimlist movement, iicReynolds
has nade it quite explicit that the 3P does not want and will not accept groups
that 1t repards as "Leninist" or "Trotskyist." That would apply not only to -
the I, but also to liorkers “ower and to groups out of the Maoist tradition.
The 3 takes this position despite the fact that many left groups are in the
process of rethinking political and organisational questéons and have already
chansred thelr orpanizational forms, 3y focusing your regroupment on the 3P,
you would in efiect narrow the iield to the I’ and yourselves, and on the 5P's
sectarian terms. “The unwillinecness én the part of the 3¢ to consider a broad
reproupnent that includes others out of various traditions in which all would
be prepared to change their names and & good deal nore for the sake of an
effective revolutionary left zorings from their sectarian self-conception.

The seli~-conception of the jocialist larty might Le called “sentimental
socialisn,” The .ocialist .iarty calls itself the party of Jebs and Thomas,
and those names aye yoked tolethexr for sentimental reasons father than
political reasons. ihe .ocialist rarty~--which was originally formed, by the
way, out oi a nrocess of broad regroupment of activists from the soclalist
Lavbor farty, the .'ellamy lNationalist Clubs, the American Railway Union, and
the ropulist .arty--contained in the period from the turn of the century to
the 1520s a revolutiomary wing of which Sugene Jebs was the reknowned public
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blic spokesjerson, - The internmational split in the socialist movement in the -
"1920s saw the creation of the Communist ¥arty UsA, and the majority of the

" revolutionaries left ths J... iorman Thomas became the leader- of the S.F. in

the 1930s vhen it was already a declining organigation. Thonas dropped the party's
revolutionary language (its revolutionarics by and large alroady having left),

and turned the party teward middle class liberalism.* During the 1930s and 40s
the i was & battle ground for other political groups-~Trotskyists and Communists--
who succecded in winning away wvhatever rewvolutionary elementis grew inside the

e Suring the 1930s the o0ld guard of the I from the needle trades unions
carrled off the reformist socialists inic the New Jeal coalition of the Democratic
“arty. The party becams a ;talinophobic cect. Thorrs defonded the role of

the U,:, in Woxrld War II, the Korcan HWaxr, NuTO, spoke for Yolce of imerice and
became an unwitiing dupe of the CIA.#** iichael Harrington later carried off -
a section of the ™ in the 159603 which besare the Cenocratic Socislist Organiging
Committee. The rames of Debs and Thomas are & political contradiction when

put topether as they arc by the 3P, since they embody two different politicsi
revolution and reform, They are nut together to evoke the sentimental notion

of the continulty ol imcrican socialism, Unfortunately revolutionary soclalism

in the U, 3, has a discontinuous history, and the 32 cannot in honesty claim to

be the continuings vehicle of the revolutienary tradition.

If the .;v's tradition 15 only "sentimental,” thon i1ts perspective is
understandably "nostalgic.”. The Loclalist Party's one area cof coordinated
national work is the running of socialist Farty candidates. Ye in the I are
not syndicalists and belleve that elector2l campaigms can play an important
role. Ve played & role in both the 1968 Peace and “reedom Party and the 1980
Cltizens Frarty. Howwver, the joclalist “avty campaipgns are not an expression i
of a social movement or the uork of an organiration expressirg any real politiocal
forces. "They have no rclatien to thoe realities of tho pelitical situation in .
the U.i. Tho sSocialist rarty ran political ceniidates yesterday, runs them
today and will tomorrow, with no regspyd to the pelitical rezlities. A sentimental
party doesri't nead an annlysis of American cesinty tod>y or & perspective for
american politics becruce 4t hos ita nostelglc cempeigns. The noztalgic habit
of running political candldates in fact substitutes for developlng a perspective
for labor work, for anti-militarism work, for work éfnthe women's novement and
so on,

The party is sentimental, its campalgns are nostalgic, and its members
are to a groat derree symbolic members. The 800 members of the Soclalist
-arty include both dedicated revelutionary soclalists and fuolitical activists,
However, they also include hundreds and hundreds who arc only symbelic members.
iven a symbolic stand agminst capitalism 4o, of course, admirable. The question
is.do, the meabors of an activist crganication like 335K want +o be
of an orpanization which includes many menbexrs who ars only symbol pposed
to capitalisn axd are not working to build & social movement to oppose it
and do not call for its revolutiomary overthrow?

**Thomas yas procecding on an utterly ncw plan, seeking to breaden the base
of theﬁoc.talist Jerty by moving away fyom the old insistonce on immediate
nationalization of tasic rescurces and industrics, hoping to tep & large
const§ltancy of niddle-class liberals....Thomas cappaizned not for iarxism but
for progressiviemj not for revolution but for rcform.” sSwanberyg, liorman Thomas,
Po nl.

**lee [wanbergzs 259, 303, 327, 339, 355, 451, k(7.
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‘Some nenbers of Solidarity apparently look forward to being the
"left wing" of such a group, Well, you have already had thet experience
4n the l'ew Anerioan iHovement, which had the advantage of wanting to be .
the party of Debs alone (i.e. no Thomas), NA. moved to the right &in part
beeause 4t was & living group seeking political relevance, We suspect the
* will not chanpe much at all unfortunately even with you in it.

We think there is mther possibili.ty for political relevance, We think
there is the possibility of a troad left regroupment that would include the
15, the S3:7T and several other groups coming out of a variety of political
traditions. flore important, a process including local collectives and sonme
of the thousands of individuals who consider themselves socialist, are
.activiste, but aren't affiliated with any organigation. We believe that.
Solidarity can dbring important palitical experience in the reproductive
rights movement, in the anti-nilitarism movement, and in other areas to - )
this process. iAs we in the IZ engage in talks &nd comnon work with a growing
variety of organigations and tendencies, we are discovering a wealth of
political experience in arear, geographic or political, shere we have been
weak, We are learning as a result. Comparing experienses and Joint work
are the first stepc in the regroupment process, There will be mor-> collaboration
and nore formal discussions in the future. Solidarity has as much opportpulty
to influence such & process as any other orgarisation., We think your ideas "
.and contributiens to the building of & perspective will be more important
and influential in a broad process of regroupuent than they would be in
the 3P, Ve think the 757 can be an important part of building & new
socialist organieation with révolutionary politics and that that is a
:far more attractive &ltermtive then the Socinlist Party.



