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RESPONDIIG TO THE CRISIS IN PULAID

The next issue (February 1982) of CHAICES will be completely devoted
to the counterrevolution in Poland. It will take up a number of aspects of
the crisis, the meanine of the military coup, the resistance, the significance
of the struggle for the oversll world crisis, and put forward our’ views on
tuildins an- effective movement in solidarity with Solidarity.

The special issue will be both an oranlzin; tool ahd a Diece of literature

.we.can use for'a lons time. Unfortunately, because of our pubi shin* schedule,

.4t will not be out until the final week in January. Solidarity activities
around the Polish crisis cannot wait that lons. e will be in touch with all
branches to discuss what work may be possible in their cities. Here is a sum-
mary of what we know about activities so far: i

: * In New Ybrk the Solidarity “ith Solidarity Committee in which we are
“active has succeeded in brbadenin; itself.to some extent. It is now suported
by a number of left tendencies, and individuals includins: the staff writer for
the .Cuardian who has written the paper's coverare of Poland for the past year.
The coalition held a demonstration which .drew accordin to accounts we heard,
about 250 people. Thig made it larrer than the turndut for the demd called by
the Shankerite United Federation of Teachers leadership (extreme ri-ht-win-:
social democrats). Lf course, this is all miniscule in comparison with the
demos: called by the rolish orranizations.

* In Detroit and Chicaro, we participated in left pro-Solidarity demon—
—_strations of essentially the same political character as the 'Y demo (1.e.
" defense of Solidarity, anti—intervention, opposin: -U.S. imperialism in

Central America) tut smaller and withaut the prior orranization. In Detroit,
about 65 people from-the RSL, I.S., :"ews and Letters, a couple of Trotskyist
splinter organizations (SWP did not participate) anfl some activists from Latin
America solidarity committees demonstrated. The RSL initlated the demo and we
worked to brins people to it. Because it was the first demo in the city on
Poland it got reasonably food media ‘coverare. We do not see the ad hoc coalition
ithat sponsored. this demo as havins . potential for onroin: activity. So far the
AFL—CIL has .sponsored ‘one demonstration at which a number of officials spoke.
However, most of the turnout (a2 couple of hundred) were from the Polish American
Congress. : . i

The Detroit District Committee decided to try another initiative:” to brin'
‘tO{ether a press conference of union, church and political fi:ures in the city
around a prorressive statement in defense of Solidarity. The plannins meetin:,
hastily called, consisted of ourselves and several members of Detroit IS”C/”AH.
The political focus was shifted somewhat from what we had oririnally proposed,
to rive considerable weirht not only to supportin - Solidarity tut also to call
for humanitarian ald to Poland. This was CK with us; the real problem was that
there was insufficlent time to pull the press conference to -ether and too many
of the "bir name" union officials we had hoped would endorse were out of town.
However, throush the excell nt cooperation of the Christlans for Socialism and
Iatin America Task Force we succeeded in ~<ettin. the endorsement.of ‘a ‘couple of

rogressive and active church fisures and hope to btuild on this. We will most
likely try to- resume this effort followin the holidays.

In Chicaxo, our members helped to. bring to .ether a left coalition that
sponsored a small demonstration on Sunday, December 20 at the rolish consulate,
on Hichiran Avenue =-"i.e. on the lakefront. in mimis-ten wind chill conditions.
The bitter cold, and the sudden arrival of several thousand. . Zoles for a demé
called for the same location'an hour later, effectively buried our demo althouh
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Dan L. reports that several folish people did come to our demo because they
had seen the leaflet. The Revolutionary Workers Headquarters are also
workinr on Polish»defense work and we will be continuinr to meet with them.

' A meetin( was scheduled in the Bay Area at the IIVU hall this past weekend.
The ' Ray "Ared solidarity with ‘Solidarity committee orranized it. I do not.yet
have the 4information an attendance or what may come out of ‘1t.

There are several political problems in gettinc. effective work' started.. .
First, we must find orranizins handles to break out the ~hetto of the ‘sectarian
left. ¥ith the best will in the world, tiny left demonstrations on’Poland lead
nowhere.’ They are worth doins once in each city, in my view, to see who#*s there
and mdKe “the ‘record.. But they are strictly one-shqt affalrs and 1ncapab1e of
even getting michimedia, let alone respond- effectively to evénts. '*é need -
broader ‘c6alitions and orcanizing efforts "that reach out to. (a) “the anti=war .
and anti-nuelear missile movements,’ ‘(b) church frgmxwx constituencies, (e)-
left trade union activists.

. The PC has decided to make the su*gestion -to .rroups and individuals we'
know that a defense campaisn aroind Solidarity be a serious priority. Ve feel
that perhaps -a campalign around the arréested people, as names, charges -and - .
-conditions ‘of ‘confinement. become public. could ‘have :-ood orrahizing potential.
We are open’to-Gther. ideae. The p01nt is that there must be a vehicle fer ;fan—
izing a pro:.ressive campaitninr défense of Solidarity and not just &° G o
‘'proparanda bloc" of left forces parading around with ideologically oriented
810pans.'

Second, wé are somewhat surprised at how slow a __z defense of* Solidarity has

been 4in takin: shape. For nearly a week, the consensus of the media, the U.S.
;yovernment and prominent-: Conrressmen seeméd to be that the only crucial issue
was a Soviet invasion. As lony as the Soviet Union-stayed out, 'what happened
~1ns:lde 'Poland was:of secondary importance. There. were even. statements from:
“people . likeSentatorPercy thatSolldarity had provoked the = crisis’by being -

!'too zadical." Tt must. be admitted thet the same sentiment penetrates’deep: into
‘the “soft left” and will be directly spoken to in our specilal CHANGES issue.
:(I wiil also be separately draftins a brief summary of events showin,~ who
really precipitated the cr sis).l

... In Poland, contrary to the expectations-of most- foreirn obaervers who: were
.stunned ‘by: the eriormous scale and precision of the crackdown, the workers'
movement remains alive and fishtins. The prospects are now for protracted re-
sistance -- perhaps the least desireable scenario from the standpoint. of the
western banks as well as the Kremlin. We must not delude ourselves: Solidarity
was gravely ‘weakened and - ‘many of the-préletarian;stron-holds of the resistance
were pit out of c¢ommission by the arrest of layer after layer of leadership.
However, the reslstance in the mines, the shipyards, a few industrial plants,
the farmers, and ?passlve resistance”in many plants that are workin: (espe-
clally outside Waxrsaw) are enourh to create a profound political and economic
crisis if they continue for another week or so. Almost any outcome is still
possible althaugh conditions of stru-gle have been enormously set back.: The
stakes for the international workin: class in this battle are ¥M. enormous
and historic -- perhaps the rreatest since the Spanish Civil "ar. It is not
goins to be over in a week, a month or two months. It is our responsibility
to, , defend the survival and & - <. . i5d%vex
independence of Solidarity, and to or-anize others to do the same.
, ‘ --~ DF



