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Notes krom The Fracn Admistrator
Bulletin

This is our first fractlion bulletin, I hope comrades will find it useful,
A1l coments will be very welcome.

I'd 1like to get another bulletin out in about a month and a half, I'1l
solicit branch reports well in advance, ill other contribution will be welcome,
Anything for the bulletin must be typed on Gestetner stenclls, We weren't
able to use one branch report this time because it arived on an A,B, Dick
stencil typed all the way down to the 8/12 x 14 line.

Many branches who have Southern Africa work didn't get reports in for
this bulletin, Hopefully they'll make sure to zet a report s in the next bulletin.

Newsletter

The Detroit Southern ifrica Fraction has asked the Southern Africa Com-
mittee toprovide articles for a newsletter, These would cover events in Africa
and activities in other parts of the country, We can send these articldes to
other branches on a regular bagis in a form that con be used to make an electro-
stencll from. You can add your local events and have a local newsletter, Let
me know if your interested,

J&B Scotch
We recently found out that J&B Scothch is ownwd by a South Africa multi-~

millionaire named Anton Rupert, Rupert's Rembrandt/Rothman group owns Ligget &
Myers which owns J&B,

Several branches are considering boycoy¥ing J&B with picket lines at
liquor stores in the Black community, I'1l keep fraction convenors posted
on what happens,

Sandy B.



Southern Africa Work Perspective

. (Much of our work around Southern Africa began or developed during the
faction fight, This meant that little of the work, or the political conceptions
behind what we are doing or can expect, was discussed by the organization as a
whole, The result has been a real lack of politcal clarity in the organigzation.
Some comrades have seen the immediate possibilities around Southern Africa work
to be much greater than they have proven to be. The result has been that some
sections of the IS, and individuals question the real effect the issue has on
the black community, the immediate possibilites for organizing around the issue
and the realistic possibilites for IS recruitment out of the work.

- The following perspective 1s a summary of what we can expect over the
next period. ' Its purpose is to answer questions raised within the IS and dis-
cussed at the organizers council.) *

Our presenﬁ Southern Africa work is the beginning of a long term
commltment. We are taking the very first steps toward bullding a move=-
ment to support the lliberation of Southern Africa. '

: We do not expect spectacular lmmediate results. We will be very
happy to be able to build a small periphery who will participate in
Southern Africa activities and recrult a few new comrades through our
activities,’

There is a grexat deal of interest in Southern Africe in the Black
communi ty but as yet there 1s no mass response. Only a comparatively
few people will actually get involved. Our Job is to seek out those
people and politically convince them to malle the commitmenht to build-
ing a movement for the freedom of Southern Africa,

We believe the struggle in Southern Africa will continue and inten-
sify in the ‘years to come. As the struggle in Africa develops 1t will
have an increasing impact on Black Americans.

If the next year or two bring Black victories in Xomkbaxm Xfxixx
Zimbahye and Namibia the focus will shift to South Africa ltself.Here
the stakes will be much higher both for the white settlers and for
US imperialism, With §2 Billion in US investment at stake the American
government willk become steadily more involved as the protector of the
white minority regime. The liberation movemnt it will be atkempting
to supress wlll probably be increasingly a Black working class move-
ment, <

At this point political issues like US imperialism,zmi the connectlion
between national liberation and socialist revolution and the role of
the African working class which are largely abstract today will take on
a nwew imedlacy and reality.

We expect that as the confrontatlon in South Africa becdmes more
intense the level of interest and involvement in the American Black
communi ty will grow enormously. But only groups that already have estab-
lished consistent work around Southern Africa will be able to organilze
this new response. Just as in the anti-war movement groups that try to
jump in when the mass sentiment ¥x already exists will probably be kmfx
frozen out.

We have to see the work we're doing today as part of bullding this
future movement., The people we are bringing around the SALC now will
become the cadreg of that movement. A large part of whatwe are doing
now 18 training these people both politically and organizationally.



The Atlanta branch as everyone knows,ax has little roots in the commune
ity and next to nons in the work places of Atlanta, As a consequnce of this almost
“all ‘of owr attention has been focused around trying to pickup people to be in the’
SALC or in our periphery vherever we might find them, Our original assumption when
we bagan Southern Africa work was that the films would be the easiest and fastest
Wy to bring people around us,  This , in fact wgs true, though the level of come
aitment that brought them to the movie was not epough to hold them,

The first film we showed was LAst Grave at Dimbasa, We showed the film
at Ara's college, (West Georgia) Morris Brown College (part of the Atlanta Univer-
sity complex and an all Black School) and at a major cosmunity showing. All three
were limited successes because we were not able to hold on to those who came. The
movie and the speakers were always dynamic and moving and the program well rum.

In retospect however, now we can see that our mistake wvas to assume that on the
basis of seeing a movi and hearing a speaker that people would immediatly went to
move on the issue, Chis 1s not to say that the issue is not a viable one. South
Africa clearly points out CAPITALISM, RACISM, IMPERIALISM,OPPRESSIEN, AND the many
other facets that are brought on by these four with only a short explaination.

What we did wrong is actually quite simple though we did not realise that
" were doing it at the time, From the film showings we had lists of names phone
numbérs and adresses but we did not follow up on each ahd every one of these
people and attempt to convince them politically that they should make a firm
commitment to the south afriocan struggle by joining the SALC and giving their
time and ‘energy toward building a movement. Instead we merely called each one when
we had the next activity and asked them to come out and participate without have
ing made any more commitment than just signing their name to a list, ;

- Ve did a fair amount of work to try and build for all three of the movies.
Public Service Announcements were placed on radioc and in newspapers and we leaf-
jetted extensiviy at shopping centers, churches, and in neighborhoods. A few pecple
oame from each of our leafletting endeavors. We found leafletting not to be an.
easy way ‘to-draw a crowd, but the less roots a branch has the more important it
becomes, . -,
The high note of the first round of film showings is that we-recruited
two people out of it vhich made it well worth our while. .

The second round of film showings was very similar tothe first except
for the fact that we felt much more confident ajout drawing a crowd, Gonsequently
ﬂu\m that we pulled in was next to none at our four major showings, Morris
Brown, Spelman, West Georgla, and a jointly spnsored showing with the Atiant SCLC.
The truth of it was that after the first round of showings we wers.not able to form
& real committee, so for the second round of showings we again had to do all of
the work of bullding for it ourselves. This time though we only did half of ‘the
work thinking that the fact that it was being coe-sponsored by the Atlanta SCLC
would help to build the turhout., It did hot and neither did the fact that we sold
tickets to the showing in the neighborhood that surrounds the SCLC Headquarters,
We sold approximatly thirty tickets one sunday afternoon and.not a single permon
tho mm_ one showed up, Ve plan to sell tickets to our next rally if for no
ther reason than to raise money to send our shoes and clothing to ZANU,

' Following the second round of showing we still had an almost nonexistant
periphery, We had a few people from the local Black University and few that we
Picked up from a daytime showing at the Atlanta street Academy, a school for
High school drop-outs. With these few people though we were able to pull off -
some fairly militant and spirited picket lines infroat of grocery stores selling
South African sardinkd, ’



. At the meeting of the SALC fractionsx at the convention people were shepte
fcal that this activity would bring any results. We were the first branch to try
the boycott and the results were quite favorable, For one thing this was an assivisy
that we and our periphery could do on a saturday which is the big shopping day and
actually feel like we had struck a blow against American Capitalism, Sardines,
vhich are mainly eaten as am snack and are not .a staple like lettuce, are an easy
target bacause a grocery store manager is not about to have peple not shpp at
his store just to protect the few cents that can be made on the occasional sale
of a 57¢ can of sardines, .
. Not only. were the boycotts uplifting to everyone involved but it was also

an excellant wap to meet other people and talk some politics to them, .

We started our campaign by going after small independant stores where
we knew that fwe would have the greatest chance of success. Then with a few
victéries behind us we ventured on to the only major chain in Atlanta that
carried the sardines, Food Giant., Food Giant is owned by Alterman Bros. which
is a big distributer of foodstuffs in the Atlata stres. They were the ones that
md distributed the sardines to the independants. ' However, even Food Giant
& sucumbed to economic pressure which was no surprise: After two FoodGliants had
taken the sardines off the shelves we got word from a store manager that one of
the big shots at Altermans,Max Alterman, had been trying to centact us absut
negotiating some agreement so that they would not have to lose any more profits.
Jack -and-a contact Bill from Momhouse Collefie went to see Alterman Just after we
had knocked of another one of his stores. The arrangement that wag made was that
they. would sell their stock and promise not to puchase any more.  For the moment
we dre taking hln at his word though sardines have already found their way lnet
to the shelves .at_one store. We may be.picketing agein in the futwe,

The most major .error we have made :s0 far through.ecut this camun is
‘to. have no stragygy -and make no concentrated effort to talk hard pelitics to
the people £hat we work so hard.to bring around us, As a result of this and. the
fact that most of our, :tudcnt pqr,lphery have gone home for the summer, we have
‘embarked on eo-unity sales of Workers® Power. We continually say in our disc~
unions of WP that it is our best crganizer so we decided to try and implement this
as a policy since our sales at plant gates were quite low and were not building
anything, Selling WP doo#t to door seemed like a crazy 1dea since evary-body hates
a trlvcung salesman, But we have two things in our favor in selling door ta door.
‘0N we can talk as long as the person standing at the door is willing to listen,
and two it helps to sharpen up the seller because not only do you have to quickly
gain the persons interest but you also have to have a knowledge of what's the
person at th- door will find interesting in the paper, Every week there are arte
fcles on - ‘Southern Africa and Carter. Both of these can be made into issuesto
the pooplo that we talk to especilly Carter because somehow many psople had confie.
dence in Jimy. On this and Southern Aftica the paper has been w excellant, Many
people are interested in what we have to say and paper sales are up to anat &ve
erag ¢ of about forty from a past average of about fifteen. One week by myself
1 sold twenty papers. Finally, in this way of selling WP we are also able to
dlrcctly link up with our work of trying to build the SALC. From the way that sales
have been going and the people that we have mefl thera seems to be a good chance
that the time that we put into selling will eventually pay off in a nmush bigger way
thatt the mass leafleting that was our method previously ,



SONT $HOP F00D CJAN

INSTEAD

CUPPORT SOUTH AFRICAN LIBERATION!

Foéd Glant is one of several Atlanta grocery stores that still. sells )
Delmonte sardines. The Southern Africai/Liberation Committee of Atlanta is
here today at Food. Giant, plicketing and asking you teo support South African
liberation by not shopping here until the.manager of Food Giant removes
Delmonte sardines’ from his shelves,

Here's whyi

Delmonte suys all::itkrsardines--$l.4 milldon: worth a year--from a
company in South Africa. called Overstone Ltd. The sardines are
caught off the coastiand wthen: packéd by, Ovebstone in Namibla, -

The people who work' fobr .Dverstone’.packing these sardines are

black South Africans, brought into: Namibimvas:'contract laborers."
These black laborers make! about: 330 a !nbntH—-r&that's about 15¢ an
hour-~for thelr work at Dverstone..v 'ﬂh@ have b 1ive .in Overstone
dormitories to be. ablie to: keep:: their\jobs. Sixteen: men: slkeep in
each small room, :on: thet 8:.conoreto tub~tier huriks «1These. black men:
:are.separated from their wives:and famiites! forll.months: B yeary
packing sardines for: Dverstone:idmnd: Delibnte::

These conditions seem Intolirable to usi Overstone -does:not think so.
tiaking the blggsst profit possible is what: counts for: Overstone and Del-
monte, no matter: what the cost in human freedom and dipnity.
Apparently, the manager here at Food Glant agrees. with Delmonte that profit
i1s what counts. Welve asked him to take the sardines .off his::ghelves,
Re refuses,
Other grocery store. managers here intitlanta have already taken our sugges-
tidon and removed the sardines frowm their shelves--managers at two different
Thiiftown stores removed the sandines!®frbfi their store and agreed not to
sell them anymore, The manager &f ihibelis ABGiSuper Saver in the Hest ind
also finally agreed and removed the sardines. zfter weiplcketed his store.
Now, it's time for. Food Glant-aivi.

SUPPORT LIBERATION FOR - BELACKI'SOUTH AFRICANSI!

REFUSE TO SHOPt HERE IMNTIL:THESARDINES ARE GONE!L

Sponsored by ithe Southern Africa Liberation Committee of Atlanta
For more information, call 753-3309 or 752-7624.

‘1dbor donated



TAY_AREA SOUTERHN ARRICA K _FRACTION REPORT |

THEXKEThe following is a summary of Bay Area work around the Southern
Africa issue to date.

In early October, we began internal education on the Souther
Africa issue in the branch and women's caucus. On Octber 30, ke
held a potluck dinner and showing of the film, Last Grave. The
discussion following the film was fiarly good, but there were no
black or womdker contacts at the event.

In February, we joined the March 19th Coa11t1on, an SWP init
national coalitien formed to build for a series of rallies featur
~the South African student leader Mashinini. The coalition here ¢
‘sisted of the SWP, NSCAR, LSM, several student groups, and a num
of black community and church organizations. Our perspective was
to recruit from the coalition (there were no "independents" actiwv
the group) but rather to use it as a xk vehicle for independently
doing some high school organizing in the East Bay.

We contacted various sympathetic high school teachers we kne
in the East Baxy (mostly contxacts from previous IS work in the A
here) and asked if we could come speak to their classes about the
situkation in S.A. and invite their students to hear Mashinini sp
We prepared a 45 minute presentation for high school students, wh
ineluded excerpts from a UN film, Aparthéid: Twentieth Century S1
and a "slide show" (actually photos projected with an overhead pr
jector) of the Soweto rebellion. We focussed on several key poin
what is apartheid, how high school students in SA are fighting ba
why the students had to turn to the workers to win thdir demands,
how US companies are involved, and what you can do here to help.
We then invited them to hear Mashinini and passed ®m around a sigy
list,

We gave this presentation in four predom1nantly black Oaklan
area high schools the first week in March, speaking to around 600
students. In general, we found that in each class there would be
a few students who would express a lot of interest and stay aroun
afterwards to talk with us.

On March 19, we participated as a branch in the Mashinini ra
with our own banners, xkmx signs, and lit table. We did a callin
to the students who had signed our list. Unfortunately, the day o
the rally only four showed up at the pick~up points we had arrang
for rides to SF for the rally. However, one high school student,
Kevin, was very interested and also involved his mother, who tur
out to mmk work at Del Monte in Oakland (more on this later). The
rally itself was only a moderate success (altho it was apparently
the best one the SWP held in the country) - with about 600 people
in attendeance.

In general our evaluation of the SWP coalition was that 1) it
was completely oriented towards a petty-bourgeois milieu (student
groups and liberal community/church organizations) and 2) was not
useful as an arena for recruitment (few indepndents) but 3) was
useful to us in providing us with an "excuse" to do some educational
work in the Oakland high schools around the SA issue and in this
way helped us develop some contacts for our subsequent work.

The coalition is currently trying to regroup and focus on another
issue (they're still trying to decide which one). We are still in
touch with them and would consider getting involved again if the
group gets moving but are not at this point putting any energy into
the group.

1y,




ing Souyth African goods. The picket line was called by- 'an ad hoc

on dominated by Prairie Fire. The event was very successful-

500 peolie sHowed up and ‘prevented the ship from being unloaded (altho
it was_unlbaded the foliowzng day). The retdl reason ‘for. the success
however was not the size of the picket line but the fact that a rank’ _
and file group in the ILWU Local 10 had done excellent work in the focal
over'the past year around’ the Southern Africa issue, and the longshore-
men whg came to .work-understood the issues and were ready. to support the
action, Arfter standlng by for an hour (required bythe contract some
of them joined the picket line. We understand that the SF ILWU loé¢al’
raisdd a resolution at the international union convention 0
act that longshoremen would not unload SA goods. The resolution
-ed almost unanlmoasly (the Spart delegate from the SF 1oca1

the*eff
was’ bas
votéﬂ a

.....

here to inxtiate a SALC. We formed an organz;ng ‘dommittee for a SALC.
consisting of two ISers (Anne and Chris) .and 'a contact, a black woman
arl whom Anne knew from school and who/ had ‘worked with us arounﬂ
ier high school presentations. Pearl is an’ exper1enced activist
(with past involvement in YPSL, Civil Rights movement in South, and - :
black student movement) amst who also has good:ties with the East Oakland
commihity from several years as a public health worker there.

Oup' first project is a Del Monte sardines boycott in the East . .iv
0ak1andf¢ddmun;ty. Ae X are now 1nvolved in.several activities to: build
for our/first picket line (to be ‘held May 21st). 1) we are returning to
all the high school classrooms we spoke in before and inviting students '
to join|us for the picket 11ne. 2) We are showing Lst Grave at, Laney
Colleége (a community college in Oakland) next week & will invi te .
people to join the picket line. 3) iWe have involved Evelyn, Kevin® s
mother @nd a Del Monte cannery worker,‘who will be coming to.the. pxcket
line. We are also trying to arrange a-showing of Last Gravg at her -
home km| for her and some friends and co-workers (alth we probably
won't be able to do this by the fist picketm line but it may happen-
later).|4) We are calllng industrial contacts who'may ‘be’ 1nterested
5) and various communlty act1V1sts Pearl knows from her work xR s
kk as a health worker in East’ Oaklandv e

Our perspectiwe at this pcvntlg to. .try and QXpand the core of the
SALC th¥ough the Del Monte boycott' work - and- then' initiate other..
projects in the Eas{ fakland community,.such’ as’a clothlng/shoe dr1ve.
educativnal’ work, ;or other projects.

Al hough our -core group is small,, we have several advantages that
should allow us to mxwm grow grmiiktkyx quickly: 1) good contacts, with
teachers because of past AFT work - hence access to high 5chools
2) good|contacts with East Oakland ccmmunxty ‘groups and act1v1sts thru
Pearl 3) a committed and inter-rxkexk¥racial..core group to start the
SALC and 4) some good possibilities for maklng connections between
our induystrial work and the South Afrlca issue. On this last point:

1) Del Monte has several big canneries here, which employ a high
percentage of ‘black and chicano workers and which are organized .by IBT.
One possibility would be for us to encourage ithe Del Monte workers we
meet thru the SA work (such as Evelyn and her -co-workers, and hopefully

2
others) ‘to fiisq theysardlnes issue in their. 1ocal and also to0.go
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TDU for support in doing this. This would have the added benefit
pushing the TDU groupahere on a "pOlitlcal" issue and also help
broaden the sexnﬂl/racxal composition ot the local “TDU, 2) We woul
like to contlnue to develjop ties with 'the rank and fide group in
the ILWU local, °We interviewed ‘the leadder of the group for WP.
and also hope to get the graup's endoreement for the sardines bq C
And we will alsgo g¢ontinue to support-any mk of their efforts to b1
the 1mportat1bnxof SAan goods 1nto ghe SF port. ‘We would like to
see more discussion at the natiopal*level of how concretely the
industrial work ‘and tHe Southern Afrlcagwork can be tied together.
Rnxp Perhaps these two suggestlons w111 be. useful. in that discussb

gk = ® It would also-be helpful if the New York,
Atlanta, and other more experlenced branches could prepare "how to
do it" manuals for the various project areas that SALC will be under-
taking, such as the sardines boycott,

Anne L,

for the Bay Area Southenl Africa fraction

(sorry for the typing, ‘folks, = ThHis was a £m rush job!!
May 14, 1977
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Aftexr sev ‘_ng and prepara'hory work, ,;t,he bra.nch here: in .'Bostcm
will be kiqk;&ng otf th.e 0eg -for:Zimbabwe" campaign with an ergamizational: °
meeting |(to which we hope %o bring:s numbex of cshtacts) on May 24§ Because of
the small size of eur branch at, present; Southem APrita werk is $ur main

outside agtivity, and it has not been: necessary up te thia-‘point 46 ferm an’ ,
officiall. frp.dti,on ‘around the werk; -Robsaad> wmyselld’ havé “béer responsible for o
o-ordinnating the oam_paisn, and ath ether:braridh: tembe T " mndered to be E
"on call" as- ﬂe‘ed d. With ‘the grrival e¢f arnew ceffade” fro
poseibil] { | pontactsl;joining the: bra.nch‘ 1n :

=i 8'
soen want te'hat ,Ji‘omalizea fraction
hmre beem"pioi:é&i Aéirt*?dfrié.'

Two init the eampaign,,»thyse

being Mattapan and the :South /End’ {both? 86dtiend e of E}“fp )i These were chesen . i

because fthey are’integrated werking-class cemmnities,” and the two centacts’ 5"':(-‘3”
mentiened abeve: (R. and I.) are living in the South End at present, and have’

been deihg aifeéry systematic job of checking out possibilities fer a film showing
in the area. There are a nymber ef ether né’ighborhoods ‘tﬁagl p,resent possibilities'?-' )

f

for shee, collections :m th aﬁutdre" wE 5o Y : e Tyl B

¢

In Mattapan, a film showing was scheduled at a whité church a few blocks eutside

the black community on 5/18, and we hoped that members ef the black community

uould attend as & eesult ef our leafletting and postering efferts.,..this did not
océur. We are centinuing to centact the black churches in the area, and there is

a possibility of a showing at 'a black Baptist church sometime in June., An integrated
community center in tha Seuth End has expressed interest in sponsoring a film in

early July.

Jeining us in the campaign is a coalition of groups in the black community (including
frikan People's Revelutionary Party) called Afrikans Werking fer the

ion of Southern Afrika, They're handling the campaign in Roxbury and in
housing projects selely threugh cemmunity drop-off points; we were
cenvince them ef the advantages ef doer—tu—duur cunrvassing, As a fesuli,
of collaberation between us and AWLSA is net what we'd like it te be;

that our branch is all white has put us at a disadvantage in this 1espeot
However, we plan te #rganize o fwnd-raising event fer July in order te
supplies dewn to Virginia, and tFis may provide us with an epportunity

r contact with AWLSA,

the fact
as well.
ship the
for clos%

Our o st ocllaboraturs on Southern Africe work are in the Boston Cealitien fow
the Libexration of Southern Africa. The coalitbon includes IS, a group of white
independent leftists called the Southern Africa Selidarity Committee, the African
National |Congress, and a few individuals. The Young Workers' Liberatien League
(Communisgt Party youth group) wae initially considered a member organization, but
since their "representative" appears to have no real backing from her organization,
that recognition will probably be withheld unless the League is prepared to commit
more of ilts resourses to the Cealition. It is quite lkkely that Youth Against War
and Fascilsm will join the Coalition in the near future.

Although the Coalition supperts the shee campaign (on the cendition that the
freedom fiighters be referred to as the Patrietic Frent rather than ZANU) and
prevides some financial backing and access te political contacts, the actual
legwork is being done by the branch, The SASC ( the only other force in the
Cealitien with substantial human resources to draw en) is invelved in a campaign
around the First Natienal Bank ef Bosten and its subsidiaries in and loans to -
South AFrfica. This campaign has petential fer tying in te local issues invetvinpg
the bank (the fiscal crisis, redlining, etc.) but lacks the concretenees and
practicality ef éur strategy. We feel this will beceme increasingly clear to seme
of the SASC members, #t which point we can begin to expect more of an emphasis on

supporting the shoe campaign.

R I LA R




BOSTON SA REPORT (cont.)

I am peesently functioning as a staff person fer the Coaltion. We have preposed
a perspective for the coaltion involving 1ncreased emphasis ,en forming io‘al com-
mittees in varieus areas which ceuld be ‘inwolved in both the shoe and bank came-
paigns, with particular empha81s on integrated working-class communities,

We expect that the planning meeting will include about 5 branch contacts, as well
as ten Coalitien cotacts - people whe have attended Coalitibn events in the past
and have expressed interest in being involved in the collection drive, This ig an
almost totally white periphery, hewever, and we anticipate that it will*be neges-
sary to mount a leafletting campaign in the areas under censideration before
starting collections, in hopes of getting some lecal blacks involved in tke cam-
raign. This is particularly true -if we hope to have successful drives in ene qr
more of the black housing projects. If we find ourselves with more white ceéntacts
involved in the campaign than are needed for the collectiom drive itself, we gan
always plug some .of them into weeking on the fundraiser.

We hope to come out of this campaign with a small but genuine periphery in the

black cemmunity.:Given the high level of racial polarization in Boston, the
compositien of our branch, and the bad taste left in the meuths of many blacks by
the "organizing" activ1t1es 4f a number of white left sects, it is unlikely that
succésses will be as dramatic as those of some branches such as New Y rk. But the
shoe campaign can mark a substantial step in the direction of overcomfng the branch's
iselation from the black cemmunity and positiening us to play a concrete role in

the continuing struggle-against racism here in Bosten in the future,

Bill Fravis
Bosten
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Since the convention our work has focuced on two areas?
first, the recrultient and training of eeveral'nuw' .eLbers whd”
Joinnd ag a recult of the South Africe work; aid second, e'cla-
thifiz and ghosz ¢éellcetion~Tor ZakU which we have ,uot co‘plu—j
ted Wz've had'e vary hagh level of.activify aid Tzel thet 2%
hae [beut really succercful, Cn the other hand, wa've had to Jht'-
the |actugl SAIC Co “ittee work £11d3, and our pajor Job now if
to et = redI‘cOmmlttua'fucctio;i:¢ ageil.

Most @ourades  prove cbly ki.ow fro. our reports at the ebra -
vantion the® geve iral Hlack con rafye Jjoi-wed the IS in““eh Vaide 1T
bacause of th*‘ Tlom b ObV*OU"l" the ryubar ohe priority for -
us hae nesn to uta;ﬁ hul 1n1“ﬁ & reel wulti-racial Or"&xiaaﬁb”
in Y, The Pronx-Manhattan bhranch (which all thd new conrades belong

ta) |has ptt a *tre.endous amount of %ine into this work, as we .
all |lhave & treuendous auount to lcarn frowm each other--but thats-
for another report ‘ o ‘

What this has ueant for.the SALC work, thodgh, 1s:that
alLdst all of 1ts previous.merbers are now ISevs ' And gince
we have been putting so nuch emphasis on br;nging the new con=-
rafds into leadership in the wprk, the SALC in’ real?ty has be=
comé the IS under another name., We thimk this was ‘the right .
thing to do-<for a while, So this report is actually about IS

worIi,

Amway, here's what we've done: over the last 2 :onths
we Have .run & really exelting érive for ZAIU ot a houeinrsy pro-
jeci-in the South Bronx, The results, o far, have bezen ovar
2500 1lbs of clothes & shoeg, several reguler WP readers, and
a wgating of over 50 people wlth several people Interested in
doing Surther work.

We strongly recouirend that other cities colleet in pro-
Jecys if they can, It's the largest concentration of people

in ¢ne place, and there is alrcady a structure through tzsnante
coniilttees, securlty patrols, etec,, as well as publ*c roo;:s to
hold ineetings, In Mitchell Fouges, where we have beern working,

¢ also secus to be a real feeling of cormmunlty and willling-
to talk to ue,

The other big thing we recoumend 1s to.get a loudspesker
(4f|possible buy one) and do a lot of publicity with it, W2
collected two tlics: both tilies we distributed a leaflet vnder
evayone's door & night or two before caying we were coulng on
Satirdey, and then when we collected we went driving around liak
ingia lot of noise asking people to g2t thelr stuff rsady ané
bring it down, The flrst tile we collscted door to door ; the
secodnd tiuie people actually brovght rort of the stulf Go.x te
our tablz becaves:e of the loudopeaker, Mort of th: lealleting,
by “he way}y wes done by childrer of rneilere and friendeg, who
had la lot of fun and savad us a lot of work, ;

When we collectad door to door we had teans of two--either
one [black and one white, or one Spanish speaking and one not, -
We gave averyome the sniall Ziibabwe brechure and a cony of our



Re.

FAIC newsletter #1f they gave us stuff) and took their names
for the malling list, We also set up a table with a slgnup
theet, the same 11t and WP,

The following week, when we got WP with the article
about our collecting, we went back to the people who seemed
most interested with the paper, and from that we are»developing
regular paper sales.

One other aspect of publicity that was realy good was
that we managed to produce one leaflet in Spanish as well (a
first for us I think), The translation was done by a friend
from the South Bronx ( first timé he had ever done a leafTet)
which was also 1mportunt

The only real problem we ram into was packing up the’
stuff and getting 1t to 2ANU, We wasted a lot of time here,
We recommend that other branches make firm shipping arranglnenta
or at least know what's involved before you start, And that
you rent a traller and buy some large boxes the day you collect,
.80 you can pack up the donabions right them and take them to . |
‘wherever they are going, We still haven't managed to get our
2500 1bs of stuff out of the Bronx! (Tho wé will soon!) -

_ On Sunday May 15th we held a public meeting at Mit- |
chell Houses to wind up the drive and start getting the. SAIC |-
functioning again, Davis Mgabe from ZANU spoke.and we showed
iast Grave, We did) thesaama‘kind of publicitzlas ‘before and
got an audience that panged ‘from 50 to 80, including many
ohildren, We had originally hoped for more but 1t was at 3 pm
om a-beautiful Sumday (the omly time we could get the meeting |
place), The meetin was u%te a success though, New IS mem-
berg chaired and di ‘mo8t of the speaking, and several pecplé
_signed up to come to a demo we are having this week on the Krug-
errand, -We wiln piak tnen up and bring then to the ‘demo,

.. . _Now we plan to. r%build the committee, involve people
from Mitchell Houses in.it, 'do more Ximgerrand work as the TV
ade have started in NY ;gain, possibﬁy 2180 & sardine boycott
in s couple ‘of logal stores, We are also planning to open an
SALC storefronti in the South Bronx, which should really open
things up., And one, last point: ‘the district is organizing an’
advanced claSSieeries ‘{open to &11) on Southern Africa. ‘



THE POLITIG% OF ZIMBABWE LIBERATION - SOME JUESTIONS

The CC resoluticn on Zimbabwe respresented an excellent advan
for the organization's southern Africa work, It was especislly valus
for those of us involved in direct support work for ZANU, The doc
was especlilly go d in iks discussion of U.S. imperislism, and our
attitude towards national liberation and the atruggle for socialism
southern ifrica. -

There were, however, certain sections of the res.luticn which were
unsatisfying. This was partly due to a lack of evidence given for certain
assertions, and¢part1y to a vagueness or smbiguity in some formulatl nas
What £ 1lows £ questions that have been raised in NY which need to be -
cleared up, ’

One general point. We noed either sources for certain arguments,,
er more evidence, Based on the & resolution alone, members here would not
be confident enough to defend the claim about sifnificant differences
between ZANU and ZAPU, This is especially important when it cojcemns -
i{ssues such as this which have been hotly debated within the suppor
movement.

1. U S, POLIGY The. resolution 1s ambiguous about exactly what co
the.US has-to-the white séttler regime in Rhodesia, It eppears tha
Eﬁ is Willing to accept bdlack majority rule, and is no longer committed
maintaining the whihe settlers in power. Its goal would appear t| be.
to‘achleve ,the transfer of political power in as peaceful ‘a way as
’lhillxuxtlttlthgxthlxnhtts:xlna:!lxxatxtklxlxatun;;xn:xxtxnunhxnxx;

in ordevcto contaip the struggle. NERENEEFX It is evem willimg to by,
the whites in order.to get a settlement, It would probably like to-

e whitea in ¢ ntrol of as much of the economy .as possible, if for
o reason than to convince‘%hb 8 uth ﬂrricane that reform is po

2 ZANU VERSUB ZAPU' ch.. - we need £ more evidence. The assertions
be correct, but the arguent- given dom't prcve it, Indeed, there 1
tenflency to glorify ik ZANU when desaoribing the differences, Neithe
movement 1is homogepeous, henoe any clafms about them should be qusal
Alpo yoa sppear ¢t. make too much of the differemce of negotiations
truggle. ZANU 1s mot opposed to a megotiated settlement, but
to s ié'otiated sell-out, or a negotiated farce, where Smith agrees
otlate only to buy time., You also seem t overemphasize the impa
a ZANU victory, Dom't £ rget thst ome womld have expected the same
from thd: ‘Ame - ceml-Fut .Jngnlawinulu"
ZAPU, not ZANU, ‘Mi6 reason.is that evem ZANU im power will be. subjedt.
tremendous pre;sures from -the front lime states and the worlg marke

w111~1nevitdbly tenper~1tt action&. Even ZARU will bé subjenct tozae,'

3.N!TURE OF THE RBGIHES - we need ‘mope discussion on teh nature ot‘
regimes in Mozambique, Angola ete.. may just be state “capitalis
rather than scme form ofY stalinist regime, but 1t is important tc e
on this to.srrive at a fuller undersbawding of tHe liberation group
The quotes you' give do not prove thgt ZANU is pro-capitalist, but.o
X8k that 1t uses maolst rhetoric., A 4 after all, Mzo said the same.
But’ dVeu '1f -they arg stalinist, w:uld 1& Rake WX any difference?????

h.;e IG&TIONS POR OUR WORK - why nustuwe support ZANU in oppositi n to ]M}U?
Why‘qun't we call for support to all frsedom fighters, and within that context
support ZANU as the most consistent and best organized guerilla group? ﬂhe
implication 18 given that we give eritigal support to ZANU, while actually we
give no support at all to its ngligigg;‘program. A

‘Mixe U NY Mk b S\w-ﬂ




10 QUESTIONS FROM MIKE U. ON ZIMBABWE ' DAve F,

Mikels questions raise some useful points, some of the m because they are questions
which actually come up in the Zimbsbwe liberation support movement, others because
they|relate to some of the most recent developments in southern Africa itself, Since
I am committed to a brief reply I am not going to try to go into¢ any detaill on

any 9f the history-of the liberation movements, etc. Instead I will focus en the
current political questions about (1)U.S, palicy, (ii)the positions of the libera=
tion | movements and our attitudes toward them, and (ii1)nature of the southern African
regimes and their direction.

On U{S. policy, I have no differences with what Mile states in his point"1.U.S.
POLICY". The U,S, is in fact willing to accept a form of "black majority rule”

80 long as it does not shake the stabllity of South Africa. This requires a
"solution"” in which white property is kept basically intact. This is the kind of
settlement bhe U,S, believes can be worked out, if the U.S, plays a direct role
negotiations and gives its own direct guarantees about the future to the
vwhité Rhodesiand and South Africans, This is the essence of the neo-colonial plan
for Zimbabwe at present, Both South Africa and to all appearances Rhedesia welcome
American participation., Many African states, certainly Zambia and quite likely
Mozembique, welcome it as well. The question then is: will the Zimbabwe liberation
movements accept the american initlative? Y

THis |gets right to the lssue of Xkm ZANU and ZAPU, and how American policy relates
to both of them. Many supporters of Zimbabwe liberation belleve there is no difference
between ZANU and ZAPU, i.e. no reason to particularly support either group rather
than|the other, The American and British governments, however, do belleve khere

i8 a|difference, The articles reprinted kmwe in this bulletin from the British
ma: azine THE ECONOMIST indicate this, For example, they say: "The Patriotic Front's
preseént position (against U.S. invelvement) 1s not necessarily either permanent

or monolithic...The argument for an American role is convincing to anyone who
genulnely wants a negotiated spttlement, as most of the countries involved certainly
his could eventually lead the Popular Front (a misprint--they clearly mean
"patyiotic Front" -- DF), er at any rate the part led by Mr, Nksmo, to think agai’,”
The part led by Mr. Nkomo" means, of course, ZAPU. Or, to take another example:

fr. Mugabe gleader of ZANU) eventually refuses to compete for power threugh
allot box (this refers to elections which would be held under an American-

(tkmxuixe Do we"support ZANU in opposition to ZAPU"? Net quite., We support beth
ZANU |and the Patriotic Frent. But we do not believe the Patriotic Front can be

8 stgble political alliance, it is quite likely to split at some point (not neces-
immediately) over the issue of the American initiative, That split will carry
with it the danger of a Zimbabwean civil war, with western imperialism (possibly

la as well) giving 1ts support to ZAPU for a neo-colonial solution. Theregere
hape that the mllitaery balance continues to favor ZANU, as opposed to ZAPU, be-
cause the victory of the ZANU army is the best safegaurd aBainst this,



-2 - REPLY TO MIKE U, QUESTIONS

Mike also states we tend to overemphasize the impact a ZANU victory would have,
since "one would have expected the same impact from the victories of FRELIMO

and MPLA, and yet today Angola is supporting ZAFU, not ZANU." On the contrary,

I think Mike here is actually underestimating the impact of the MPLA andFRELIMO
victordes, Without the MPLA victory there would not have been a Soweto; or certainly,
there wou d have been no nationwide South African rebelllon following Soweto.

The MPLA victory convinced people in South Africa that South African imperialism
could be defeated The question isn't whether ZANU will be subject to tremendous
pressures, Obviously, it is and will be. However the MPLA and FRELIMO victories
have made the victory of Zimbabwe armed struggle possible., It seems absolutely
clear that a ZANU, as opposed to ZAPU victory, certalhly as opp'sed to some even
worse sellout in Zimbabwe, will be another huge blow to both South African and
Americam power.

What about the nature of the front-line states. As far as Angola and Mozambique
are concerned, the two facts that seem to stand out are: (1)the weakness of the
nev regimes, even after quite some time in power; and (11)their attempts to

avold neo-colonialism in a certain sense, by establishing relations with

both imperialist camps. In Mozambique, the apparent weakness¢ of FRELIMO in power
is shown by the fact i1t is expelling or sending to labor camps all social elements
who might present the threat of political opposition. (Technicians, people with
Portuguese passports, etc.). This is being done despite the fact it clearly has
sarious damaging effects on the economy. In Angola, it is even more graphic. Last
week's fighting now appears to have reflected axgf fairly major revolt, including
elements of the workers!,women's and yoush organizations., And the government
required Cuban troops to suppress 1t and keep order afterwards. Evidently the
MPLA, after well over a year in power cannot control even its own strongholds without
this foreign aid. (This is a good illustration, by the way, of why we are opposed
to the call for C ban troops in Africa even when it is initially in support of

a progressive liberation movement).

In terms of maintaining their independence, the Angolan and Mozamblcan regime s
appear to be committed to further economic ties with the west, while simultaneously
init ating "treaiies of friendship", getting military aid and so forth from

the Soviet Unlon, This balancing act, of course, becomes increasingly difficult
with time, as the evolution of the political and economlc crises in such "non-
allgned" states as Egypt, Algeria, etc. show. At best it postpones for a while
the need to make a decisive choice leading to incorporation into one or the other
camp, unless a working class revolution in southern Africa intervenes, The fact
that these regimes remain so weak, and at best only partially consolidated, means
it is still too early to make a clear aseessment of their bourgeois or Stalinist
direction. For that matter, it is still too early to write off the possibillity of
new and more radical working class upheavals,.

However, it is a little silly to ask: "Would it make any difference" whether a
society becomes part of the capitalist west, or becomes Stalinist. It's nst that
we are "for" either of these courses g§ over the other. As we all know, howdver,
it does make a big difference and would have important implications for the
future direction of the struggle.




‘So try again

from the dust

“No one has any confidence in the British”, said Mr
Andy Young, America’s ambassador to the United
Nations, talking about Rhodesia this week. Mr Young
later said he hadn’t quite meant it, but he was not far
wrong anyway. The new administration in Washing-
ton wonders whether Mr Callaghan’s government is
willing to make yet another attempt at a settlement in
Rhodesia. Many people in black Africa believe that
Britain has given up in despair. In fact, a way out of the
mess is still possible, and Britain will have to play a part
init, ’ CY
There is some evidence that the Rhodesian prime
minister, Mr Ian Smith, has had second thoughts since
anuary 24th, the day he sent Mr Ivor Richard packing
m Salisbury and in effect shut down the Geneva
conference. He now talks of an “‘internal and external”
settlement, not just an “internal” one, which implies a
settlement with somie degree of international zccept-
ance. South ‘Africa’s prime minister, Mr Vorster,

The shape of the next attempt at a Rhodesia settlement is starting to emerge

appears to think Mr Smith’s calculations have changed,
and Mr Vorster is usually a shrewd judge. So what can
be done to sec if a new opportunity exists?

The main principle which should govern any new
British and American search for a settlement is recogni-
tion of the fact that no conceivable formula can possibly
win the backing of all shades of white and black opinion.
It became clear at Geneva that the extreme white right
and the extreme black left have no meeting ground
either on the sort of multiracial government which should
Tule Rhodesia until it becomes. independent, or on the
constitution of the new Zimbabwe. The extreme white
right may already be pulling away from Mr Smith. The
next step, therefore, is to find out which of the rival
black Rhodesian groups share enough common ground
to take part in another round of talks.

One way of doing this would be to present all of them
with a set of principles to which they would be invited to
subscribe, and which could not thereafter be changed.

il

‘The key to what happens next in Rhodesia is in the hands
of a most unlikely person, the black head of the United
ethodist Church in Rhodesia, 51-year-old Bishop Abel
* Miizorewa. The bishop has to decide whether to take the
African National Council (ANC)—he is ity president—
into dirgct talks with Mr Ian Smith’s white government.
Mr Smith, after bringing the Geneva tdlks with four
black delegations to a sudden end in January, promised
to seek a settlement with “moderate” black leaders
inside Rhodesia. Bishop Muzorewa was the man he had
chiefly in mind. But the bishop, showing more political
T acumen than usual, is playing hard to get. He has said
Lo “‘surrenders power to the majority” and agrees that the
talks should be under British chairmanship.

The bishop’s political strength lies almost entirely in
his popularity among large numbers of black Rhodesians,
particularly in Salisbury. They see the bishop as the only
man capable of healing the divisions in the black
nationahists’ ranks. Until the African National Council
was formed in 1971 to oppose the settlement then pro-
posed, Bishop Muzorewa was unknown as a politician.
At that time, the ANC had the support of the two banned

itical parties, Zapu and Zanu. Since then, Bishop

uzorewa has become a national figure in his own right.

Alter his election as Rhodesia’s first black bishop in
1968, he proved himself to be a brave advocate of black
interests. In 1970 he was banned from visiting the tribal
trust lands, and in the following year the Portuguese
authorities in Mozambique forbade his attendance at a
church conference. His su%port of the black majority’s
political hopes is tempered by an earnest desire for peace
and racial reconciliation, and his popularity is enhanced
by the widespread bklief that he has no overweening
political ambitions.

His weakness lies in the fact that, unlike Mr Nkomo's

l‘-[a'rlir politician, wholly bishop

that he will take part in new talks only if Mr Smith .

the African Nag

Zapu and Mr Mugabe’s Zanu,
Courcil has no military wing. Many of the now
gghting the Rhodesian army were recruited in the name
of the bishop, and some may still feel loya! to him, but he
has no conitrol over them. He also lacks a base ouaside
Rhodesia. The decision in January of the presidents of
five neighbouring African countries to give their support
to thclgntriotlc ront—the alliance of Zapu and Zanu—
was a deliberate attempt to undermine Bishop Muzorewa.
The five presidents thought he had mishandled the
politics of the black nationalist movement, and in

articular that his leadership had proved inadequate to
ﬁold together the admittedly shaky alliance assembled
under the umbrelia of his ANC. First Mr Nkomo pulled
Zapu out, and then Mr Sithole withdrew Zanu (and
later Mr Mugabe challenged Mr Sithole for Zanu's
leadership).

The bishop made a tactical .error in exiling himself

from Rhodesia between July, 1975, and October, 1976,
a period when he could have been consolidating his
claim to be the blacks’ main leader. Further doubts about
his political judgment were raised by the ANC’s reaction
to the five presidents’ decision to support the Patriotic
Front. This produced accusations that they were
“launching a civil war”, and Mr Nkomo was accused of
being willing “to slaughter millions of Zimbabweans”.
True or false, not exactly tactful Xolitics.

Bishop Muzorewa is small and modest, but on a puhlic
platform he can be an eloquent and persuasive .
At the 1974 co of the African National Council his
criticism of the Smith regime—coupled, however, with a i
call for racial reconciliation—moved his audience deeply. 1
He is a reserved and serious man who genuinely cares for:
the future of Rhodesia-Zimbabwe. He will not be ‘able -
tz‘rut off much longer the keenest test yet of his political
skill.

.
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Wguld ing

lqdc a comnutment to a multiracial
;set, period of time; a British
thc !)alancc between the whites

penpd and shared
ariops. black groups

: ,_encp, and to respect the
mC,SEL of principles shoulg
- blak. L SOMEXnments concerne
mo}%ﬁc ,Bug;o his. time this group of
hould be extended beyond. the five “front-
£ i a.pzania, gamb;quc Botswana
la)icto, include :Nigeria..and possibly Zaire,
,I{,myq @§? wdf all of which.would probably
uence in the dlrecnon of moderatlon

&emh*%.«w e

The,.mere. e,xtreme lcaders .of : Rhodesia’s guerrilla
gomepg—nxhe .Marxists who believe their path to
power lies. t.hrough the gun, and not. the ballot-box—
wowld refuse. to sign. Butmost of the black politicians
wogld not.. Mr Joshua: Nkomo has said nothing which

uld; prevent him from signing. Even Mr Robert
Mn gabe, who.claims the closest links with the guerrilla

the tribal chiefs alone because they represent too narrow

There has never. been much to be usefully said in
L I ML B P

astrip of the middle ground. Mr Sithole and Mr Nkomo
would almost certainly have to be included too. But, if
the spectrum of black acceptance is wide emough, the
omission of the guerrillas’ wild men can probably be
survived, because they would no longer have enough
support to sustain a major war.

On the white right there is already division. Last week
12 of the Rhodesian Front’s 50 members of parliament
voted against Mr Smith’s plan to allow blacks to buy
land in white areas. This could yet lead to a split in the
party, with Mr Smith leading the more moderate wing.
If he came out on top, he might not feel it so necessary
"to keep looking over his right shoulder when negotia-

" tions start again, To push ahead without the approval
‘of the outer wings of the white and black communities

is risky, but the risk has to be taken.
If there is to be any hope of orderly progress towards
multiracial democracy in southern Africa in the next

 few years, the Rhodesia quarrel has to be settled by

negotiation rather than war. Mr Kissinger’s attempt
last year, and the Geneva talks to which it led, failed
partly because Mr Smith could claim he had been misled
by Mr Kissinger; partly because it was assumed that

: everybody, from far right to far left, had to be involved in
leadm has not. ruled out a democratically elected. .
government for Zimbabwe. Mr Smith.cannot do a deal .
inside Rhodesia with Bishop Muzorewa ‘(see box) and -

the settlement; and partly because Britain proved a
nervous and hesitant co-ordinator. The next attempt,
for which the conditions may now be taking shape,
should avoid all three mistakes.

Don’t lynch Concorde, tryit

New Yorkers will lose nothing by giving Concorde a chance to prdve d
i whether it is as awful an aeroplane as they (and we) say itis

oppos:tc Ali are lunmng headlong for absurdlly
- s raafthe Feensh



