THESES ON SOUTH AFRICA

1. The Republic of South Africa is a minotity white settler regime which
draws its political, economlc and social power and well being from the ex«
ploitation and oppresseion of the indigenous, maJorlty black population.?
This fundamental relationship in which the white minority controls the state,
lndustry, the press, the land, 80% or more of the national income, most pro-
fessional jobs, skilled jobs was formalized and codified into law around the
turn of the century. The 85% of the land which the white settlers stole from
the black population was made white terrltory. by law, in 1913. The “color
bar”, .excluding blacks from almost all. skilled. jobs, was established in the - :
1880'8, and has been extended ever gince. All basic political rights have ]
been the virtual monopoly of the whites for hundreds of years. Even the mar-
ginal, and :politically meaningless, indirect rights of representation held

by a tiny minority of the black and "colored" populations of the Cape pro-
vince were finally abolished in 1948. The current "Bantustan" policy elimi-
nates even formal citizenship for blacks in the white 85% of the country.

2. Thls fundamental oppre531ve relatlonshlp was built into the orlglns and
development of the modern capltallst economy of South Africa. Beginning
with-gold: and ‘diamond mining in the 19th century, through the modernization
of agriculture along capltallst lines in the, first half of the 20th century.v
the development of manufacturing and processzng industries in the 30's and
40o'g, 'and finally the "great Boom" of the 1960 s and 70's,” the key has al- -
ways been the super-exploltatlon of the black masses, on the one hand, and
the massive 1nput of foreign 1nvestment, on the other hand. Indeed, the
super—exploltatlon of black labor is the pri@ary incentive of forelgn in.
vestment. It is this fact that explalns the growing elements of repression -
and totalltarlanlsm in the relatlonshlp of thé white government to the black
population. It is, above all, for this reason that blacks are denied the
most basic of bourgeois, democratic rlghts: political rights, the rights of -
sicial and geographic mobility, trade union rights, freedom of the press, -
etc. Far from undermlnlng the oppression of blacks, as some liberals’ dreamed -
it would, the economic de¥elopment of South African capltallem has 1ncreased
that oppreselon. e & O
. T
3. The blatantly repre351ve, raclst, and totalitarian nature of the re-;fﬂ*
gimes relationship toward the black populatlon. not to mention the willirg- -
negs of the Nationalist Party at varlous times to draw on Nazi ideology to
flesh out its own ra01sts views, has given the regime much of the appear-
ance of fascism., It is understandable that many people would call it fascist
in the popular sense of the word. However the regime in South Africa is not -
fagcist in the scieéntific, Marxist sense. First, the basic relatlonship be-
tween whites and ‘blacks was established without a totalitarian state or a
fascist movement. Rather, it wag established by Dutch and then British im-
perialism. Whether in or out of the British Commonwealth, the white minority"
has perpetuated thig relationship under a number of different polltlcal re-
gimes. Furthermore, no fascist-type mass movement was needed to win the
loyalty of the white populatlon.

The ruling claeecturnsrto fascism when the capitalist system cannot
afford to tolerate a labor movement of any kind, even the most reformist
or politically backward, for higher wages and better'conditione among any -
section of the working class. If South Africa were fascist in the scienti-
fic sense, this would mean that even the minority, hlghly pr1v11eged white
section of:the working :class would be forbidden to organlze, forced into-
sta%e labor fronts instead of real unions, would have its standards of 11~f“:
ving brutally forced down and would be- ‘subject to- totalitarian repression.
Therefore, if Sbuth.Africa were actually fascist our basic strategy for o
overthrowing it would be similar to that for any fascést regime: the unity
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and political 1eadersh1p of the working class. This would mean a unlted
front of all workln class elements agalnst the reglme.u

L, 1In facti qulte the contrary, the white working class ‘in South Africa '
does not 1iveé under totalitarian rule (it is also true that a very.limited
degree of legal‘breathlng ‘gpace is ‘granted for black workers o grganlze.

on a ségrated basis ‘and without collective bargalnlng rlghts, but this space
has shrunk- ‘PEpidly )+ This not only means South ‘Africa is not fascist - it
means that ‘6ur strategy for liberation and revélution in South Africa can-
not be Bdsed on-working class unity. Rather, our strategy must be based on
the leddership of the black working citass without the support and qulte pos=
sibly against the opposition of the majority of white workers who will‘side
with-the white ruling class in defense of their pr1v1leges It is qiso trh
that the ‘fact that we do not view it as fascist in the strict sciertifié”
sense, doés not mean that we think it is - "better”, -or "softer", or in any
way preferable to fa301sm. In fact, as a totally racigt reglme there are
nmany respects in which it is more disgusting ans oppressive than many other
actual fascist reg 1mes. We insist on defining it as a white settler regime’
becausé this, pre01se deflnltlon 1nforms our strategy for overthrow1ng the
regime. g S e ; » ;r.,"
5. Both the'nature ‘of the South Afrlcan soclety and state ~ white settier‘
as opposed to fasc1st ~ and utoplanxsm of any strategy based on working'
class writy, p01nt “to the fact that the South African revolution entazils” a
national questionds well ag (1ndeed ‘ag part of) the class struggle. The
emancipation of'theé' South African masses entails the’ destruction of white
rule, white control of the economy, white cultural oppression and white
armed force ag part of the struggle for proletarian ‘rule. A successful re-
volution in South Africa demands, dlong with the organlzatlon and leader-
ship of the working class, a series of tasks fthat are those of a national
liberation struggle. Thege include dmong ‘others: the unlflcatlon of the-
African masdes &8 a single united action, clearly corigcious of their common
struggle.~- i.evs;ithe overcoming of the tribal’divisions deliberately cul-i~
tivated by the Bantustan policy; and the unification of the Africans of
mixed-race ancestry (labelled as "colored" by the apartheid state) with the
blacks in a common struggle, as part of the black South African nation; and .
the unification of rural and migrant workers (miners, temporary residents
of the townshlps. etc.) with the: struggle of the workers of the townshlns.

It is extremely noteworthy that enormous steps toward ‘the national u-
nity of the African masses have ‘oceurred”in the process of the urban, pri-
marily WOrklng class,’ uprlslngs of thig summer. It is our view that the
1eadersh1p of the working c¢lass within' the national struggle, is exactly
the way in: which theé national” struggle becomes most fully developed, and _
becomes  combined with:the-class: struggle bf the working class leadlng to- d
ward socialist revolution.-dé{; :

Thig is the general’ perspective called Permanent Revolutlon. ‘which we
belleve applies to the South African revolution and indeed to the struggle
in all of southern Africa today. The extremely rapid development of the
struggle this dune, from a' language protest by students to a massg general
strike of’ Soweté workers’Which’ “thenspread to other reglons. indicates the
actual cdurge o¥” the strUggle 1s unfoldlng along the llnes of Permanent -
Revolution, @ ‘T‘
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6. The whlte settler pepulatlon has real class leISlanS w1th1n it. As
well as various middle classes, urban and rural, the whlte population in-
cludes a working class. This white working class ‘Has a’ virtual monopoly on’

the skilled jobs in the white 854 of the Republlc. White wOrkers, skllled.;;ﬁ
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seml-skllled ‘and even unskllled make from 5 to 10 times what black workers
in the same 1ndustr1es make. The living standards of the white working class
are comparable to that of European workers, while those of the blacks are
only slightly above those of other African indugtrial workers. The trade.
unions of South Africa, even those that have allowed black members, have al-
ways been dominated by whites and have always fought above everything else,
to preserve 2nd extend the white monopoly on skilled jobs and the high di-
fferentials of all white workers. At times this has brought white workers i
into conflict, even violent conflict, with the white ruling class - which
for its.own reasons wishes to extend the use of cheap balck labor. But these
conflicts, directed as they are toward the maintenance or expansion of white
privileges, are not the basis for black-white unity in the working class.

During the decades between the 1920's and 50's, there were some tradi= -
tions of golidarity and unity between black workers and a minority section
of the white workers. This was never more than a minority of the white work-
ers, who have in the overwhelming majority of cases struggled against any
step toward equality for black workers an "undercutting" their own standards
The minority of uniong which stood for racial equality and common organiza-
tion were organized by SACTU (South African Congress of Trade Unions) and -
to a lesser extent by TUCSA (Trade Union Congress of South Africa), which
vacillated on the question of accepting black unions before eventually . de-
ciding against it. It must be understood that the idea of solidarity with
black workers, even on a limited basgis, among white unions hasg now been
effectively exterminated and has no organizational expression.

7. The abolition of white domination, in general, and apartheld. in parti-
cular,:is neeessarily tied up with the abolition of capitalism in South’
Africa. White prosperity, the strength of the state, and the advanced na-
ture of the economy exist largely because of the maintenance of cheap black
labor. It is this cheap labor that has attracted massive foreign investment,
which makeg possible a large state sector, and which makes domestic capital
competltlve. All the forces of capital investment foreign and domestic, ul-
timately support the fundamental relationship between whites and blacks, and
are, therefore, forced to accept or encourage the totalitarian relationship
of the state to the black population. Any stratedy that geeks to limit re-
volution to democratic reforms or even national liberation will fail. The
logic of the growing struggles for democracy and =conomic betterment leads
to socialist revolution. Todays struggles are but the opening events in the
perspective of Permanent Revolution in South Africa.

8. 'The 12-15 million black Africans in South Africa are being roused to
strugele and given leadership by the urban masses and, increasingly, the
black industkial working class. The very process of development of the South
African economy has created a large black industrial working class - approx-
1mately four times the gize of the white working class. The bulk of this
industrial working class lives in the squalid urban conditions of the town-
shlps that border the major white cities of the Republic. They are joined

in their rebellion by the largely migrant and immigrant workers in the mines.
The "student“ movement and mass actions of the past several moriths represent
the rising of the youth of these black working class townshlps - a youth
that faces massive unemployment, possible deportatlon to a Bantustan, or
industrial slavery. Unlike the movements of the 1950's, the present "black
consciousness” movement has no illusions about a- strategy based on alliances
with any section of the white community. While any’ suocessful strategy for
revolution must be based on the black working class that does not mean we -~
are opposed to support or even participation from white workers or revolu- -
tionaries who genuinely share this basic strategy. We do not expect white :
support to be large or decisive, however. The paralliel economic struggles
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of the black industrial workers hold out the promise of the black working
class taking’ the lead in this movement. There is no black bourgeois of any
consequence and only a small and weak middlie class - itself mostly concen-
trated in the Bantustans. Therefore, it is the- industrial. worklng cless that
will take the lead; another fact pointing toward permanent; revolution" (the
growing of the democratic revolution 1nto the soc1allst revolution under the
leadership of. the working class) bt B

9. The South ‘African Revolutlon w1ll be 1nternationa1 1n 1¢s lmpact South
Africa economlcally dominates the 'southern half of the African continent.
Vlrtually every state in Southern Africa is dependent om South Africa. for

one or another agpect of economic activity. This ‘€conomic domlnat;on has been
the basis of the "detente" pollcy of the South’African regime in recent =
years. This "detente" was, in fact, nothing more than an imperialist policy -
for furtherlng the political as well as economic domination of South Africa--
and as a result of muéh of European and Amerlcan capltal as well. ‘

South Africa's policy of "detente", beplnning from the 1969 “Lusaka Ma—
nifesto" issued by a number of 1ndependent &frican states: which:opened the
door to a dlalogue with the apartheid state, rested on three foundationSI’“
(1) South Africa's effective domination of the southern half of the conti-
nent; (ll) ‘the penetration of independent African nations by western neo- CO=
lonial interests; (111) the existence of a buffer of Portuzuese .colonigs, =
i.e., Angola and’ lMozambique, between South Afrioa-and black Africa. This
last factor was extremely: 1mportant in both political and military terms. The.
rule and co-operation of Poertugal. in Angola and Mozambique was. an. important .-
factor in choking off any pos51b111ty ‘of ‘successful guerllla strugcle pene-
tratlng into South Africa, or getting off the ground in Zimbabwe. (Ahc gueri-
lla forces were very effectibely neutralized by South African incursions in-
to Rhodesia and Asouth African aid to the Rhodesian white settlers). The suc-
cessful colonial revolutions in Mozambigue and Angola have: fundamentally :
changed the equation of power in southern Africa. They have not only defeated
the Portuguese but also one whole phase of western 1mper1allst.strategy for
creating pro-western puppet states. Despite its continuing economic power °
South Africa’'no longer has powerfull colonial allies with whom it can colla-
borate in defeatln@ the liberation movements and thereby 1solat1ng the strugb”
gle inside’ its own country. : _ v
10. Revolution- in South Africa w111 therefore. transform the economic and
political situation of southern Afrlca instantly. It will be a major blow at
European, Japanese and American 1nvestment inAfrieca. It will open further
the prospect of working class revolution in Angoela, Mozambique, and the'other
formally independent states of southern Africa. In short, permanent revolu- "
tion_.in South Afriea neocessarlly becomes permanent revolutlon 1n all of
southern Afrlca.a-usA1 .. 5

ll The strength of the South Afrlcan state, and its oppressive, rac1st ap-
paratus. rest on the strength of South Afriica's economy, and particularly -
its modern industrial sector. This sector, and indeed the entire economy, hasg
been heavily financed by forelgn investment - this is particularly true of
Yhe of the most modern industiies. The state sector, the strongest part of
the“domestlc economy, has been largely financed by foreign loans and now
encourages joint- part1c1patlon by foreign firms.. Even the private "domestic"
séctor is deeply intertwined with western capital~. For example: DeBeers -
which has a virtual monopoly on world diamond production - is owned by the
Anglo—Amerlcan Corp., A& company which controls many South Africa businesses
and which is itself dominated by & donsortium of European and American -
(Morgan Guanaty & First National Clty) Banks. Foreign investment only serves -
to perpetuaté the mass. poverty and oppre331onLef the black population, For
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that reason, v1rtually every South Afrlcan 1iberat10n organlzation has called
for foreign capital to get out. Revolutionaries in the capitalists countrieg
that are the major investors in and main stays of the South African regime
mugst make the same demends as an act of ba31c solidarity with the South
African reVolutlon.

12. The trend “toward revolutxon in South Afrlca is belng fuf%her bolste~

red by the collapse of South Afrlca g "detéente" pollcy, her poIicy toward
Zinbabwe, (Rhode31a). and’ growlng economic¢ difficurtiés. Thé detente policy-

of course, has" collapsed as a result of the succéssful liberation struggles' L
in Mozamblque and Angola. The vistory of MPLA in ‘Angold marked the ‘turning - -
point in the disintegration of southern Africa '"detente". The next‘step, and -
the key link at present in the chain of events, ig the gradual -collapse of
“the "gradual" perspective for phoney black majority rule in Rhodesia. The
impending removal of Kissenger by Carter has sealed the failure of thé~ '
Geneva talks, possibly closing the door on a U.S. guaranteed "detente" in'
Southern Africg. A liberation war in Zimbabwe leaves South Afrieca facing- 7.
two optionss the first is to commit itself to the mllltary defense of Rhode—
gia (while simultaneously fighting what is nearly a major war in Namibia).
The second is to accept the collapse of white rule in Zimbabwe which has

been called "South Africa's Sixth Province", with all the political and
psychological consequences that entalls. Flnally, the ‘world depression has
left the South African economy in serious shape. Even the present "pause"

in world capitalist recovery has hurt South African exports, while conti-
nuing world inflation increases, the price of oil and otheér critical im- - -
ports,. The South African economy, which requires 6.5% annual growth to pro-"
vide jobs for 250,000 blacks ddded to the work force, is ‘presently at zero '
growth. Fear generated by black rebellion has cut down on vital Uestern in~
vestment and loans, leaving the future of the economy in doubt, Indeed, all
the pilars of white South Aﬂrlcan domlnatlon seem to be eroding.

{7 AB in every okher worklng class revolutionary struggle. a revolutiona=--
Ty working clags party is a neccessity if black workers are to suceessfully” v
take and hold power. We cannot pretend to be able to 1ay‘but the exact stra- "
tegy or tactics that can build a revolutionary party in modern South Africa.
Beveral generatlons of South African nationalists and political organlzatlons
have arisen in this century and been destroyed by the power of the repressiveée
machine. The bulldlng of a revolutionary party must take place in very dif-" ©
ficult conditions, in which almost all real activity must go on essentially
underground.

; However, it is clear that the current upheavels have brought about fan-
tastic advances in the politics, level of combativity and confidence among
the urban workers and the radicalized students who are the spearhead of the
Black Consciousness Movement. It has become clear in this process that the
Btudents have built strong links with a large section of the urban workers,
and this creates the potential for a much higher level of organization.

The Black Consciousness liovement is clearly broader than either of the
two main exlstlng nationalist parties, the Bfrican National Congress (ANC)
and’. Pan African Congress (PAC). Our guess is that neither ANC or PAC do-
mlnate the broad movement, though both probably exist inside it.

2 There is no definitive information available on the actual relative
strength or political orientation of ANC and PAC inside the country. Indéded,
reports from good sources vary. Some reports indicate the ANC is much
smaller, only a few hunderé dedicated members, dominated by the South Afri-
can Communist Party, and the PAC is much larger and has various socialist
currents within it. On the other hand it is also reported that the ANC has



page 6 t o WA
the strongest roots in the working class, has organized -strikes and mass'
organizations during the recent upheavels, while PAC has no orientation to-
ward workers and calls for "natlonal African socialism" based on. pure na-

ftlbnallsm. e

There is no basis for us at this stage to make a clear determlnatlon
that either ANC or PAC dominate the liberation struggle. In fact, quite
possibly neither one does. We also have no grounds to give political- ‘support
to ‘either ANC or PACt: in fact neither of them has consistent worklng class
views and there is no reagon to think either will create a revolutlonary
worklng class party. Our orientation is to support every manifestation of
black struggle and reséstance to the regime:; we are for worklng with ANC,
PAT or independent support movements where they exixt. but our purpose 1s '
not to polltlcally promote PAC or ANC in themselves,.» ‘

Aocordlng to written sources (articles several years old), the ANC is .

essentially conmitted to undergroun¢ guerilla action in order to win the .
ultl-ra01al reforms it failed to win by peaceful means through the "Congress
Alliance” in the 50s. The ANC's attempts at guerllla warfare in the 1960's "
failed .and led to its near-destruction. Its efforts to create an under-
ground organlaatlon were often ineffective. The PAC which broke away from
the ANG in the late 1950's regects multi~gacial illusions; but traditiona-
11y has also rejected Marxism in favor of an alliance of'all blacks: onta
purely natlonal basis, having nothing to do with "lelslve" class 1ssues;

Current information on the actual pollcles of ANC or PAC 1n31de South
Africa today, or their relative strength, . is extremely hard to, come: by.iﬂe'
cannot make any hard or precise statements about. them, However, the dlmen-
gions and pontentially revolutionary scope of this summer's upheavel is
much broader than either of them, and lays the basis for a regroupment of
forces. This may force the movement to thoraughly re-examine the bagic.: "t
gssues of strategy and polities which led the old ANC-CP in South Africa -
to an impasse, and point toward a left-wing direction for a new revolutuina-
ry organization. In fact it &s quite posgible that this process has already
begun 1nsmde the country, although stlll unknown out81de._ ' mid Ty
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Adopted by EC.,
November 17, 1976.



