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ADPORT AND ASSESSWMENT OF THE NATIONAL GARY TYLER
RALLY IN NE. ORLEASS. ‘

Eight comrades attended the'dational rally and demo. .
in New Oiieans on July 24th.‘fhey were Gay, Larry S. ;
Marilyn, Lisa.A;,’Micheal L., Fritz J., allof Detroit
Bobbi (Chocago) iieoldy (cincinatti‘-'ﬁed Tide). e arrivéd”
around Midnight<oh Eiiday thé'23rd, and went directly to .
the Gary Tyler officé to meet .alter Collins. There was 3
brief meeting , he filléd us in on all the plans for the
rally and'démonstréfi%n"éod explained the stsate of events
between the OL and the Jew Orleans Committee. The sxtuatio
n was as follows. The Commlttee was angry with the QL for’
organizing the contlngent on the politics of Fight Back-5
(400 years of slavery and capltalism, self determxnation o

for the Africaniation). It was to have been organized

simply aroundrfreéing Gary Tyler and anti - Klan sentiment f}

As a result: the Commlttee expected the rally to be © ~I.-

smaller than it was orlgnlally p,anned . It is hard to ‘f'i

say how much of thls was coverlng themsleves and how

much was really based on’ the UL'S sectarlan organlzlng.

At lease some of 1+-was clearly due to the OL. .E - stayed

with marleﬁGallatas, th;rperson,of GRU.. (brass Roots*vg

organizatioo’ofréen and ooen) . ' ,d ¢
The rally began around .noon - at the Federal du1ld1ng.

It began .small ~~around 200--300 and grew . After

1ntroduct10nq . and dpeaker% from loc al groups supportio

g Gary as well as ‘:alter Collins, ¢peak1ng from the commi

Committee, the Southwide Colition (Fight- Back) with



around 300 people appeared across the park near the rally
pg.2ite. They mar

around 300 people appeared across the park near the rally s
site. They marched across the park to the street and
stopped. At the rally the chairperson led the crowd in
chanting :"Join Us" and "free Gary" Despite this, the
codlition waited around 10 minutes before crossing the
street to join the rally. This was clearly to make sure
that everyone understood that they were separte and
independent contingent in the demonstration. The coalition
was basically Fight--Back, UL,and whomver they could bring
It was politically under the leadership of the OL, who'D '~
paid the bus fares and wages lost from skipping work for
those comming. ' '

Other speakers included rrs. Tyler, Terry, and a fund
rassing speech by 3ill Hamptoa (rred Hamptoms's brother).
Then the OL speaker who was to Intoduce thesection on’ '
Na tional solidarity greetings from other groups
building the demonStration spoke. The UL had been granted
this 5 minute speaker in return for calling off their
demonstration ‘planned for July 17th in Jew Crleans. -
Edllowing this speaker , all other groups bringing people
were to get one minute speakers. From our contingent i
the following were scheduled to speak: Larry. for I.S.,.
Micheal for thée Red Tide, Lisa from the Detroit Comm. " °
Bobbi for the Chicago Commibttee, and ielody:for the
Cincinatti. The S\.P, who had. brought around 80 people:
also had some speakers in this section.’ Jone of these A
speeeches took place. The CL speaker went on for about - °
10 minutes, -refusing to heed the chairs requestto stop,
and by the time he'd finished, the rally had been going' -
on about 2 hours in 95 degree heat and-sun, ‘and the.rally
committee canceledithe  rest, of the speakers so that the =~ .v
march could be started before the crowd .statted; before,

the crowd started ‘to dendle. It was quite evident that -+ -

the OL speaker had done this to ice ws and.qthers.out
of the rally. Cto ek o SRR ]

Sy the time the march began there .were betwe

1000and 1500 people, around 60,5 black. The mérch”ﬁgé'sbirt
ed -~ the roube was down the major street in vVew Orleans
and ended up were the KKK was to have there convention.
(The KKK had to move their conavention becuase the city
of N,C. demanded a $100,000 bond which they couldn't
come up with). IT still providdd a local point for the
march, Then_ the demonstration retraced steps back to
the rally site and disbanded. In the section of the march
where the Southwide Coalition was, the chants included '
Fight back/UL chants as well as anti- Klan/Free G.T. ones

Later that evening we mett with ~alter Collins and SOmé'
of the other committee members and ¥iS. Tyler . .alter . ..
was vefy wupset, but had no solut@on as to what to do abou
aoout fhe sitution, He agreed that the UL/Fight back
had in effect taken over the rally/demonstration politicall
. Un sunday we were iniveted out to the Tylers house in
Destrah§n.f9r dinrer. ..e all went, and spent the entire d
day , visiting with the family. iirs. Tyler was glad to see
us and we did have an execellent interview witly her,as we



Pgs well as onewith Terry . Gary called while we were

there , and we all got a chance to speak to him briefly
on the phone . irs Tyler agreed to do a speaking tour

for us in September. .e tried-to get in touch with .alter
that evening and on wonday before we left. 3ut he was
‘unavailable., There was to be a committee meeting that
‘evening on thursday to have it otut with the OL but it
didn't come off however. Bl B

© ASSESSHENTS AND EVALUTIUN QF. FUNGTIONING

In general the. rally and demonstration were quite succes
sful. It was one of the largest anti-racist marches
in Jew Orleans since the 60's , and there is little ques-
tion that it helped to build the movement to freeGAry
Tyler . The promblems had to do with the UL and reality
that .alter Collins and the Jew urleans Committee did
not know how to take them on and deal with them. THe
majorityof the committee there is Jdationalist, and there
is little political sophistication on it, so whilethey
were quite upset with the OL'S functioning, they had
no real answers as to how to deal with it. ,
The promblem now, is that the degree tc which. the OL was
able to take over the demonstration, gives them alotof
credibility to do Gary Tyler defense waor nationally, and
thus to compete with our committees as they have already v
begun to do. Those people comming around won't be able to
distinguish between our committee and the OL'S, and if:pas
past functioning is any guidé, many will be turned off by
the OL'S/ Fight 3ack sectarien attitude toward Gary Tyler .
Dczfense work. Uur realitions withbthe Tyler Family are
excellent. However aot hawing anyone indew Orleans means
that: this too is Limted. iurs Tyler €till Plans to do the s
speaking tour fecx us, and ws will be setting it up in the
next few weéks. Bobbi was adble to make some coantoats in
,ew Urleans among people she had Know when she was a
Panther organizer in Jew OUrleans several.years ago.
e are sending them comlementary subs to ..P. l.e
passed out «orkers Poweranc Hed Tides during the
demonstration.. 'Interally the trip was very good for
the IS/RT . Our functiong togecther as an intergrated
group was an imporant step fowards for us. :.e all had
a great time.

Although the demonstration was successful, the committee was Bot able to really
pull out the black community in New Orleans. It's not clear whether they do not have
much of a base, or that they were not real competent in their organizating. Earlier
reports were that they had held large demonstrations in and around New Orleans,

A word on the composition of the New Orleans Committee: in addition to Walter ~
Collins and Marie Gallatas from GROW, the regt of the committee is basically nation-
alist, There is at least one member of the R public of New Africa., There are no left
integrated groups represented, although the OL has 2 sympathesizers on the Committee.



W_ORLEANS 1T REPORT P

COMMITTEE REPORT: Relations between the New Orleans Ctte and the OL/?lght Back continwe
to deteriorate. They now appgar to be coming to a head and everything should be cleaz
within a week or so. Walter ollins and Mrs. Tyler have been helding off planning
activities until the internal fight culminated. New Activities including the possibilly
of a speaking tour by Mrs. Tyler can then be planned at that time.
AR 8/19/76

NEW YORK -—-picnic planned for August 27. DISCO on Sept. 18. P e
CLEVELAND--- Picnic on August 29 B ‘ .
DETROIT--Women Against Racism Picnic and Raffle to Free Gary Tyler.August él;?ielkx
SEATTLE--Rally and dance, August 27. | '

Most of the othef committees are tentatively planning fundraising events and
DISCOS for early September.

*%%% A1l IS branches are su posed to be having forums on GT and Fighting the Raclst
Offensive at end of August/early Sept. GT contacts and committee members should be
mobilized for these’forums.

The Gary TYler play that was sent out could be performed at the forums. Also,
committees could use it for a guerilla theater, fundraising thing. Like going to a
park or a street-corner and performing the play, have ‘someone give a short rap and .
fundraising XKX ,pltch and collect donations.

There are two thlngs whlch have not been happen1ng regularly wh1ch are making-
the coordination of national Gary T, ler work very difficult; XHEEXX reports are.
not being sent in regularly to-the NO or the Committee in:New Orleans. Send reports:-

of your local work to.1Gary Tyler Defense Committee, Walter Collins, 1610 Basin St.,
New Orleans, 70116 .

Boston, LA and the Bay Area never sent in button orders. Buttons have gone'out,
to rest of the cofimittees with this mailing and they are going fast.



FORMAT FOR NATIONAL GARY I'YLER, ANI'I-RACIST FORUIiS:
GENERALSs

Hall should be nice, well decorated vith Free Gary, pro bussing, RL and IS literature
banners, etc. rhere should be refreshments, and a party planned aftervards. rhere
should be forms on a table "I vant to join IS/Ri™ .here should be music at the begin-
ning of a revolutionary nature (Isley Bros. "Fight the Po*er," reggae, there are
other examples)._ ’ :

e, Have a pitch for reading and selling lorkers Povier and the RX¥A Red Tide. If
.there's nd Red Tide, there should be an explanation of what the Red lide is by the ...
Chair (since the Ri has done so much of this work).

There should be a short talk on what's happening in South Africa today, and how
that's part of our stiuggle. All talks should be no more than 10 minutes. the branch ..
should be prepared {0 be spirited and the chair might 1ead a few hkﬂﬁg chants of
Free Gary Now after the first talk.

The skit should work well. Start early with the group of comrades who' re play-
ing the parts os that 1t goes ‘off well. The chair shoiild explain briefly what the
IS and workers Power are at the heginning of the forum. $ittached is a copy- of the
forum leaflet for detroit. ) .

SPEAKERS~N0§ES¢'1 v
Speech :on Gary Lyler case and racist ustice:

" The speech sould cober briefly the facts of the ryler case. It should be summar- :
Jzed, pointing out that the incident took place around bussing, that Gary was singled - ;
out because he protested the treatment of the police to the blacks on the bus, and
that Gary vas convicted by an all-vhite jury and a judge that had been a member of a
ihite Citizens council, Secondly, it should point out that Gary is not an isolated
case, but only one of many. It was the courage and determination of lirs. Tyler in
her.: search,for help that led to the original political defense of Gary, and to the
bullding of a movemnet £o free hinm.

"This speech should cover the racist nature of the courts. There are many examples
from the sixties, and from prison figures on this, as well as all the junk about " jury.
of thelr peers" with all vhite juries for such cases. George Jackson is one good .
example, as are numernus black panther cases. Also Hurricane Carter, hartin Sostre etc.“‘

This speech should’ conclude that the key to freeing Gary and others like him is
the building of a movement, Here, the case of Huey ilewton should be brought in, and
the fact that Huey did not go todeath row for alledgedly killing an Oakland cop because -
there wvas a mass movement of blacks and vhites bullt that demanded his freedom. ‘he s
courts won't do this on ‘their own, they defend the ‘status quo, the ruling lcass, They -
. can Be fiorced under pressure to grant justice, but only under pressure, and not by
legal tactics, Thus, it's important that the movement to free Gary not slow down now
Jjust because he's off of death row due to the recent Supremem Court ruling. And,

that tho movement just go'on, because Gary is just one example of racist justice in
this country.

SPEECH ON THE GROVWING RACISr HOVENNL AND WHAL IT HIBANS ¢ (Goo.v'/.)

This is preferably given by someone in mndustry that has some concrete experience
in dealing with questions of racism),



Ty

i§PEAKLRS NOTES PAGE 2
" ol 4

. lhis speech shoujd cover the facts of the growing racist movement in this conntry
'and vhy 1t is growing now. The facts are those of Boston and the facts “that no black
can safely enter South Boston now, that it is partolled by the South Boston Marshalls
‘that have link ups with the KKK. Chicago and Marquettee Park and the Nazi Party,

. Louigville and the KKK. Gary Tyler defense and the KKK. A1l of the facts of these can

' be obtained from back issues of ilorkers Power. Someone in the branch should have a file
of them. he movenent is growing around questions of bussing and open housiné--ie the
Questions that involve blacks trying to get minimal reforms. .

. ‘he reality of this movement calls clearly for ‘an anti-racist movement. of blacks
"and vhites to gight back. 'his fight must take place poltically as well as on the
streets. Point out how such a movement not only hurts blacks, but also vorking class
vhites, that it is only in the interests of those in pover, nameiy the owmers- of indus-
_ try, Good example is the fiifferent wage levels in the Worth and the South and the fact
that the South is not unionized generally, because bosses able to use racism to stop
‘union organizing.

For this concretely, if you do not have someone speaking whohas their ven eszperi-
ence, there are several examples of situations in Louisville, and in particular a posi-
tive example in terms of the United Action caucus in Loulsville CiA, and a negatiVe one
in the case of GE in Lauisville, -

.. This should 8lso be tied up with national pblitics, andthe racist stands on bussing
by all major political condidates, which just encourages the racist scum on thestreets.
In the case of Chicago, the relationship between real esdate IKXEXXKXX interests and
the Dalgy machine should be brought in which of course also attacks the Democratic
Party as part of the growing racist offensive. The speeeh should end on a positive
note, that blacks and anti-racist whites areX¥¥ beginning to £ight back--examples, the
marches in the itarquette Park area, the momement to free Gyry, ete.

SPEECH ON BLACK LIBERATON AND UORKERS REVOLU. 0N (o..A) :

: Lhis speech eovers our basic perspective, It should cover the follwoing points.
That today most of the gains of the pwoerBul divil rights and black power movements
"'have been wiped out except for the most obvious ones (legal segregation in the south).
That the current presidential election which has no part of its program that speaks to
blacks and their needs is just a cynical reflection of this.

This is no accident--the growing problems in the economy mean that subtle encour-
agement of racism is helpful in keeping workers divided-- can be counter posed to
period. 86 late fifties and early slxties when, in the midst of boom conditions, the
ruling class encouraged reforms on the question of racism (Givil Rights)

How. the only anser to racism, racist Justice Gary iyler, larquette Park, South
Boston, etc. in the long run is building a strong vorkers movement and revolutionary
Organization to destroy capitalism fostered grovth of racism.

rie up internationally with what's going on in Africa (4ngola) and the growing o
militant. struggle in Zimbabwe, and thd heroic fights'in South Africa that are sounding
the death knell to apartheid and white supremacist rule in Africa.



Speakers Notes page 3

Shov the other possibility--how as the crisis of capitalism grows it will lead
to a situation of socialism or fascism and how fascism always uses racism aB an ex-
planation for the ills of society--refer to Hitler, anti-semitism in the thirties. lie
no have time to build a united vorkers movement to win wvhite workers in common struggle
to the need to fight the racist movement for themselves as well as their K¥XX bdlack
brothers and sisters, That this is the work that the IS and the Red Tide are doing in
the schools, on the streets and in the factories. Lnd with an appeal to join.




IS Statement on the October League and incidents in the Gary Tyler campaign

General W ‘

The October League is presently the most important of the maoist/Stalinist
organizations in .the US. ‘They have approximately 500 members. iwost OL members are
not public. The OL has the official endorsement of the Feople's Republic of China
as their political arm in the US., They have a 12 page bilingual newspaper, The Call,
vhich is available all over China, and a quarterly magazine, The Class Struggle.

They have local groups in around 30 citles, including most of "the important cities in
the US. Their concentrations are in Boston, Chicago and Atlanta.

.+ The OL operates primarily through its front group, Fight Back. Fight Back is a
national organization composed of the OL and others. 1300 attended its founding
convention in Chicago. (Those attending had free hotel rooms and . transpostation)
lhost:of their activity (industrial, anti-racist) is carried out fhrough .*ight Back.

PQLILICS

All Maoist groups look to the early Stalinist Communist Party of the 30's as
part of their heritage. 'They see their organizations today as the only ones true to
__the politics of Stalin, ’

'heir leaders come from two sources: Those that left the CP after Kruschev
attacked Stalin and "revised" the politics of the CP making, making it from their point
of view no longer a revolutionary organization, and the most elitist,: Stalinist section
of. the New Leoft- inparticular that section of SDS, The OL, RU, and CL were all formed
in the. late sixties from these two political tendencies. C

‘he politics of the OL are Stalinist/naoist. They glve uncritical support to
the Chinese Communist Party and to China's foreign policy. They believe fascism is
Just around the corner. The proof that fascism is coming is the S-1-bill. The
left will be forced underground when this bill passes Congress. Because fascism is
coming, .the OL:must-turn all movements into revolutionary movements as soonids possible
Fight Back is their version of the anti-imperialist United Front Against Fascism.f

The general uaoist stragegy for making the revolution in advanced capitalist
countries is to unite workers, oppressed groups, the petit bourgeoisie and the "antli-
monopoly" capitalists against the imperialist monopoly capitalists. All these groups
are to be united to fight imperialism and fascism under the leadership of the party.
In underdeveloped countries, their politics are those of the tvwo-stage revolution.

The first stage is to make the democratic, anti-fascist, anti-imperialist revolutien.

The country remains capitalist. After this has been accomplished, the revolutionaries
will organize the .second stage, or the workers revolution. See the section on Portu-
gal for how this comes out in practice. ; . W

Strategy fcr building the party: :
A1l Maolst groups in this country are now in the process of building their version

of the new Communist party to replace the "social-imperialist Communist Party”. The

RU and the CL have formed theirs (Revolutionary Communist Party and the Communist Labor

Party respectively). The OL is working on theirs. Their strategy is to build their

party out of Jocal haoist collectives and study groups- to unite them under the OL

with the OL's political line,

Black Question: ' ‘ e ' ‘
Their line is summed up under the slogan "Self Determination for the afro American
Hation". Their politics are those of the early Communist Party— that there 1s a black




belt in the South and that this area 1s thehomeland of the Afro-American nation.
Beyond this they believe in black/white unity and of fighting racism among vhites.
The OL is an integrated organization. They tend to be sectarian and mechanical in
the way they raise thks question, at times tending toward moralism. ‘

InterrAticnal:

and Chinese foreign pollcy. Thus, they support the Shah of Iran, oppose anything
Russia does, and see Russia as the cause of all the world's problems. They now see :
Angola as a coldhy of Russia since Lussia supported the iPLA and Cubans fought with -
the wPLA. They defend NATO and are for heavy military expenditures for West Germany
and france. They oppose any movements in the armies of \estern nurope as subversive
and believe that Russia plans to colonize Italy through the Communist Farty. All

of their policies and positions flow from their defense of China. China views Russia
as the main enemy and has all these positions. The OL's uncritical support of China
means that they take each of these positions as well, They are isolated on these
questions in the left and do sectarian acts like holding small picket lines demanding
Russia get out of Angola in opposition to larger demonstrations supporting the MPLA,

Portugals

The OL's position on Portugal showis clearly their reactionary politics in a
revolutionary situation. Today, the OL (like China) supports the UDF. ‘The line of
the UDP is critical support to the Socialist Party Eanes government, which it believes
to be a patriotic, anti-fascist government, +he other main political group in
Portugal that supports this government is the CDS, a far right capitalist party. In
fact, the UDP is giving critical support because the government gives too much lip
service to workers' demands! During the recent presidential campaign, the UDP par-
ticipated in the GDUPs (Dynamization Groups of Popular Unity) and the Carvalho
campaign. There they fought for the line of an anti-fascist, patriotic government
because their view is that Portugal must first successfully complete the democratic
stage of the revolution before it goes on to the workers' revolutioh. rhus,
objectively, they are allied with the right wing in Portugal, against the militant
workers, and agalnst other revolutionary organizations, namely the PRP.

INDUSTRIAL ORK

The OL has people.in steel, aﬁto. rubber, electrical unions and the mines, as
well as local sweat shops, lost of their members have industrial jobs. The have no
national link-ups except through the National Fight “ack organization.

the OL has no priorities, and no strategy vorked out for  their industrial work. s
A present their activities in the shops include heavy emphasis on selling ‘he Call,
building "Call Committees" forming 'factory Huclei' and caucuses vhich are to ‘be the
core of their party.
INTERNAL ORGANIZATION S
the OL is organized into units of 5- 7 members, vith at most one public member
vho is usually billed &@s a "friend of 'The Call.” ‘/he units meet ireekly and are part.
of a district organization that meets 1ess fréqiiently. The Distrlct ‘Committee has one

representative from each unit. rhere is no communication bétwreen units except through
the district organization., '

Nationally,. the OL has a Central Committee similar the IS National Committee ex- .
cept thepi}ﬁyievlarger, and a Stand;ng»Committee:pf'@ (2'men3;2 wOmen)\’ConventiOns



ARE held annually, are closed to delegates only vhich areelected from units. iembers
are not alloved to organize poltically outside of their unit.

FUNCLIONING

The OL generally functions in a b®ery sectarian manner. rhis is true vhether :
tovard other iaoist groups hho they attack regularly in their press, or rrotskyist
organizations who they consider to be their mortal enemies, CIA agents, etc. Recently
the OL made a “left" turn, but whether they're operating in an opportunist right wing
manner or ina AX left one, the results are similar, rheir view is that they must con-
trol any movement or caucus they’re involved in. If they can't they will set up their
ovn organization which they do control and try to rip off that movement or caucus.
This flous from their stalinist politics. Unlike our Leninist view, stalinints are
opposed” to any kind of movement that they don't control whether they be working class,
black,etc, Their politics are totally opposed to people acting on their own; Stalinist
politics 'are those of top dovn control.

It is part of the politics of party and its relationship to the working class.
Aocording to the Stalinist wiew, the role of the party is to make the revolution for -
the working class, to fight for the movement, not to lead it. Thus, the CP in Chine
took " power in 1959 based on a peasant movement in the name of thev . ' working class,
not as the leadership of a revolutionaryworkers' movement. The same methodology
applies to movements in this country today- vhether it's CLUY, causus plant work or“
Gary Pyler Defense vork, :

OL»and Gary Tyler Defense \lork

The October League has overall operated along the lines written above in the
G... Defense vork. ilhen they first got involved, they brought irs. Tyler and Terry
to speak in Louisvillg. ~r‘hey brought them as part of building a defense for Gary. -
However, the meééting vas more a reflection of the OL's politics than it was a defense
of GT. “krs. Tyler felt used by this, anmd was hesitant to do further traveling or
speak for left ‘groups a2s a msult of this éxperience and a similar one with the .
lorkers® League. : . ' :

They have consistently refused to organize theilr work in connection with the
committee in New Orieans and have not sent in money they collected in the name of
defending Gary. Sherman iiller; one of the top national leaders of the OL stated that
the OL and Fight Back didn't "trust" the politics of the Committee in New Orleans and
were not going to send money to the commititee for that reason.

In Gary, Ind., Fight Back called a meeting about Gary Tyler and in the meeting
shoved a shide shoir of the history of black oppression in the US and explained the OL's
politics on the question, summed up under one of their slogans "400 years of slavery
and capitalism". Very little was said about Gary Tyler and the case, and. a number. of
people vere turned off because the meeting was obviously not to build a movement to '
free Gary*‘” : : » .

In Boston, the 0L approached us to see 1f we'd build a demonstration for July 24
with them in the United Front fashion., What happened shows clearly the OL method of
functioning., There was one meeting, late inJune in vhich it vas decided to go ahead
with the demonstration. Our people were then out of town for 2 weeks, which was told
to a member of Fight Back, ihen our people returned and there vas a second meeting,
Hight Back had already had posters printed as well as a Fight Sack leaflet. ihe Poster
stated the OL slogans (400 years of slavery and capitalism), had a picture that had



"The Call" in the corner, and was put out in the name 6f the United Gary Tyler Defense. :
Our Committee objected to the poster and slogans, stating it was not what was decided
that the groups sponsoring the demo should have been listed, etc. They stated that

We were irresponsible because we'd been out of town, and denied that they had been
notified that ve would be out of town. Then, plans for the rally were disvussed.
We proposed 4 speakers, two for the OL and Fight Back, and 2 for the IS, one of those
for the Committee. They countered with their own proposal of 3 for OL/ Fight Back .

and 1 from our Committee and the IS could have a one minute "solidarity" speaker.
‘hey had more people there and won the vote. \le then accused them of packing the
neeting with all of their front groups (RATS, CYO- youth group, Fight Back), they
denked there were front groups and stated that they were all independent groups:in-
volved. in building Gary Tyler defense. One week before the rally, an 1ndividua1
representing the Fight 3Back Steering Committee in Boston called us and said that we
couldn't take part in the demonstration, that we had no base, had nothing to build: the“
rally, and vere only interested in sectarian hassles and had slandered them by calling
all the groups present, OL fronts.

Ue vere told ve could attend the rally and we did, ihere vere only around 125
people at the rally (we'd had 75 at each of ours), and in the speeches nothing was -
said about Gary Tyler and his defense. !e attended and passed out UP's, Red Tides, -
and Committee petitions. :

In Detroit, vwhen ve first got involved and called the first rally/demonstration
for lay 1st, we invited OL/.'ight Back to participate in it. At that time there were
several members of the CYO(OL youth group) around the Fed Tide. rhe OLFFight Back’
refused to. endorse the demonstration, and it led to a fight with some of their CYO
members, who wanted to participate. ‘hey did send some people (around 5) vho stpod
on the side lines of the rally. Since thet time they have called a picnic and rally
in Detroit for August 15 and 21st respectively with their spogans and with no atteémpt
to contact the Detroit Committee. ilord vias gotten out to us that we were not welcome
to attend. The rally/demonstrations vere @alled in the name of Fight Back.

New Orleans Hally and Demonstration:

- In general the OL refused to: coordinate their activities in relation to the Gary
Tyler defense with the Committee in New Orleans. They had no representatives on the
Combittee, although they had 2 people sympathetic to their position. they know the
Committee was planning a big demonstration for July 24 in Wew Orleans. Instead of
coordinating with this demonstration, Fight Back called its own demonstration for July

-17th, one week before the Committee's demonstration., Uhen the Committee found out

about ‘this, Ualter Collins informed Fight Back, in the name of the Mew Orleans

Comnittee that if they continued with their plans for their demonstration wn the 17th,

that the national Committee would ice them out of general GT defense hork. Follewing
this, Falgh Back agreed to call off its demonstration and in raturn they vere given”
2 representatives on a committee set up to plan and build the demonstration set'for.

--the 24th, They also got one 5 minute speaker to introduce the section of national °

solidarity speeches of 1 mlnute each at the rally.

. Fight Back then proceeded to build the demonstration through the Scuth’ under

;the name of the Soughwide Coalition around their program of 4Q0 years of alavery and
i-capitalism, self-determination for the aAfro-American nation, etc,. 'The national ¥

committee, and the rally planning committee wanted it built in a much broader ‘fashion,
but Fight Back vent right ahead with its' plans. They refused to discuss thls viith
the New Orleans committee,



On Luly 24th, the rally began at around noon. after it had been going on for
fonr 15-20 minutes, a contingent of around 30 marched across a park, across the street
from the rally site. This was the Soughwide Coalition (read Fight Back). Rather than
coming right over and joining the rallythey stopped at the edge of the street and vaite
approximately 10 minutes, #£0 assure everyone at the rally that they were a separate
and independent section of the demonstration, then they came across and joined the
rally. Uhen time came for their 6 minute speaker, he vent on for some 10 minutes,
refusing to heed the chairperson's request to end. Uhen he finally finished, it was
too late for other speakers. The OL had successfully maneuvered to make sure tha no
other groups- primarily the IS and SCAR (SUP) got speakers. At the march, their con-
tingent chanted the Fight Back slogans along with Gary 1yler ones. All in all, they
functioned in as sectarlan manner as possible.

In summary, it should be clear that the OL's politics are reactionary, as are
Stalinist politics generally., However, they are deadly serlous about their politics,
and have a tough, committed cadre and they should not be simply laughed away. Our
attidude 1s that ve are willing to work with any group in a principled political fashion
to bulld an on-going movement, vhether it be around Gary Tyler's defense or anything
else. \le should be clear, hoviever, that the likely ability for us to work in such a
vay vith the OL/Fight Back are small. In a very real sense, they represent a political
enemy of ours as much as we are of then.



