AMENDMENT TO CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS

Subm tted by New York City TEACHERS BRANCH

RESOLUTION A ' : THE FIGHTS TO COME
ADD as po'nt 3:

New York C ty °s & spearhead of & nationwide attack on @11 publ'c
employees and their unions, and through that an attack on all workers. ™
bankruptcy of the union bureaucracy ‘s gpparent as every attempt to push
their only strategy. rel ance on the Democrats c¢ollapses n the face of
the Democrats' 'ntimate ‘nvolvement ‘n passing on more and more cutbacks
In the UFT. the largest union local the strongest and at present the
hardest hit municipal union, there is for the first time s'nce the format on
of the union, & crack 'n the support for the leadersh’p. Through the
efforts of the NEW York City UFT branch and fr'ends we '‘ave been able
to take advantage of the situation to build a rapidly growing and successful
rank f'le group., which is gaining widespread support throughout t e union.
This work will continue to be considered a locel prior‘ty. The national
organization will commit resources to a‘'d the work of these comredes.

MOTIVATION:

S'nce the establishment of the NYC Teachers' Branch ‘n Tenuaryl 76
we have been able to ‘nitiate a rank and file group of grow'ng strength enc
‘mportance in the UFT. In February, with two comrades plus fxs four
teachers who zkewe® shared ‘n our conception of a rank and file group. we
published and distributed 6.000 newsletters. The reception was so good that
we moved to a monthly newspaper w'th 22,000 distr buton ‘n UFT mai'boxes
(5 <sgues have been published to date). New Directions now s a group of
about 50 act've teachers (few of them polit cal 'n the past) with about
150 other contacts who help ‘n d ' str 'bution. An excellent caucus ovrogram
has been approved and the group ras ‘nit‘al’ plans to run aga’nst Shanker and
his caucus ‘n nevt spring's elect ons. A ready members are runn'ng for
off 'ce 'n ther school chapters under the name of New Direct ons.

The ‘mportance of the group extends beyond teachers 'n NYC. Tts
success would prove that the rank and f le can organize successfully aza‘nst

_the entrenched bureaucracy)> Also, $E& put up a real rank and £ le £ ght

against Shener in his own baekyard w 11 be a shot 'n the arm to all rank

and file movements ‘n the AFL-CIO 'n v'ew of the fact that ‘e s a V ce-
Pres'dent of that organi-ation.



