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217 of NAM!: 700 membors were esent at 1t8 national convention, In
addition, 150 non-members atiended. The latter was the group that was most
interested in us, and which we were nost interested in. It included some colle
ectives who have become frimmdiy U0 us in the last few months, They are moving
in a very progressive Girection: beginning to understand the necessity for a
national organizaticn, and overcoming their previous local, parochial perspecte
lves, They were atiracted $u NAY because of this and because they heard the . -

same rumorz thab we dids  Yhal NAYM vas discussing ( and possibly becoming an
axis for) the need for s revoiutisnory party, while at the same time discussing
work place organiziug and the riationshlp between socialism and feminism, . They
vere first checking NaM as » possible national organization since it is
_looser and rzquires ¢ and agreement than the IS, Finding NAM to
be sterile and a dead enl, “hey wore moved much closer to the IS,
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they are progressive or not. Boyte's sgainst making electoralism the main thing
but is even gofter than the Weinsteinites on the Democratic Party, Boyte is for
a positive approach to liberals, with the accent on the positive, He 1s for sup-
port to Democrats.on the local level, and so is embarrassed by calls for "ex-
plicit¥y socialist" electorism. Many of Boyte's documents could have been
written by Harrington. With more left wing rHetoric, Boyte represents the

" pame direction as Weinstein. He is the bridge wherebyNAM's left and right can
couprprise behind the scenes.

Ackerman of the Middlesex groups is a more left wing variant of Boyte.
Although closely associalted, if Ackerman were to realize Boytefs direction he
would probably be horrified. Ackerman is not disingenuousm ¢r dishonest, he's
Just a genuinely confused new left.

Left Center was occupied by two variants of party-building. The spokes-
men for the first was Mogelescu of Minneapolis. The 2nd is led by Dorothy
Healy, ex South California CP, presently of 40 Socialists in Search of a Party.
Mogelescus propoced a more "party-like" development for MAM and unity negoti-
ations with other groups (Kmnoy's, People's Paryy) to form a paryt. Megelescu,
" a chemically pure centrist, proposed a confused centrdst coneeption of a party,
vhich was thought to be the “Leninist thrust and direction" of NAM. Mogelescu
found it impossible to make present a simple formulation with the obligatory
- .addition of "but on the other hand", The syndicalists exposed him. They took
the fdcor to say that peoplemight be surprised but there was a lot in Mogele-
scu's proposal that they could agree with. But then theré was a lot that any-
one could agree with. It has something for everybody in it, and it came down
smack in the middle of the fence on every question., The syndicalist may have
been wrong on every other question, but their judgement on Mogelescu was per-
fectly correct.

The other party-builder, Dorothy Healy, spoke to the lack of political
definition, leadership, and committment in NAM, xpmkexiax and overcoming it
as basic to the development of an organization., People responded to Healy
very positively, they want a more serious group, but the cadres to carry it
out arent there, Healy's solution is to bring in a cadre from the outside, pro-
bably ex-CPersz, to malke NAM capable of being what its supposed to be, a more
coherent ceuntrist ¥ype organization. She approached the Hammerquists of So-
journer Truth to smter NAM on that basis--threatening that if they didn't help
her &ake over NAM, the IS would. The Hammerquists told her that the IS was
the only worthwhile group at the convention. If the IS took over NAM, it might
be worth hoining, otherwise they weren't interested., Healey recognized that
NAM as a group ien't going anyplace, but she politely refused our invitation
to discuss NAM's future. Her 40 Soclalists recently joined NAM as did Arono-
withz, which has tended to give the illusion of motion and dynamic where none
exists.

The left wing was the work-place organizing caucus, which was cobbled to-
gether from 2 incompatible parts on the basis of hopeless compromise, politic-
ally peralyzing both wings.  he first part, New Orleans-Austin NaM, are syn-
dicalists, anti-party, anti—lgadership, vho find any step toward organizational
cohesion to be the original sin of Bolshevism. They have no perspective, or
strategy, and fought openly on the platform that NAM should have none--the time
isn't right. They despise NAM but so long as it lacks definition or consistency
-they find it a habitsble marsh. The other axis of work palce organizers in-

weluded the Philadeiphia NAM sympathekic to Labor Committee ideas, of vintage
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h-5 years ago (impending monetary collapse, programmatic unity of the class,
class-wide formations as opposed to rank and file caucuses), groups of people
sympathetic to the IS political orientation. This second grouping, while the
best at the convention, were so politically paralyzed bu their compromize with
syndicatlists that they were a big zero at the amnvention, without practically
no indepenfentispecific weight. ! g _—

There were 3 main convention discussions: party building, work place or=-
ganlizing, soctalist feminism. Unfortunately I missed the latter., The work-
place organizing was formless. - NAM is thoroughly petty-bourgeios. Most of its
tendencies have new working class theoriés., None of the discussion on work-
place organizng could discuss any concrete factory, shop or union. Rank aml
file caucuses in opposition to the bureaucracy were barely mentioned, .Noggthe-
less throughout the convention every other word was the working class. It
was a recognition even on the part of this social strata so isolated fromw the
working class, that the next wave of radicalism is going to be a working ¢lass
movement or its not going to happen. They-- and other radicals--are atprECted
to orgenizatons on the basis of their ability to provide a working class Etra-
tegy,xzmikr roots, and any successes in working class strmuggle. The4nespevt
that we gained during the conference came out of our ability to discuss.-the
real work: we are doing in industry and the unions. Our success in this milieu
comes not primarily through :direct participation in it, but from the outside,
from our gbility to palce in front of it the work that we are doing In industry,

o The discussion on party-building extended fo a2 discussion.on uniting
with a number of dtherugroups'§o create. a party, in particular with Kinoy's.
Mass Party of the People, the “eople's Party-Peace and Freedom axis, and to a
lesse5r extent with the SP, which most-people involved in the unity negotia-
tion thought was peruliear and difficult to tie down to any political positions,
Also included in these talks are the Fight Back group (NY black workers), and
the Puerto Rican Socialist Party. I don't believe the latter are all that
serious about unity. The PSP, &hthough its only impressions, seemde more in-
terested in finding allies to cooperate with its independence campaign this
fall, than desirous of unity with this heterogenous group. The main group
involved in unity negotiations with NAM is Kinoy's Mass Party. It seems to
be more of an idea than an organization, but it may create some hook-up with
NAM. %o achleve unity Kinoy ig prepared to accept an explicit)¥y socialist
statement, NAM's only resl condition for unity. So is the People's-Party--
Peace and Freedom Paryy, which is more reticent to accetp a soclalist label,
but fhas kittle alternative, It has no perspectives and seems to be the left-
gver dregs of the apolitical life-style movement. Xinoy tried to find a theor-
etical bridge to NAM on the basis of socialist-feminism, and the construction
of a party based on that concept, and more broadly, on the "union of the pe-
sonal wikk and the political". Kinoy maintalned the bridge was the writings
of Sheila Rowbothem, whom he stated was the common theoretician of both groups.
There was also some loose talk of unifying with, or cooperating xxkk and work-
ing with, the "new communist forces", or Marxist-Leninist groups. What was
probsbly meant was the October League, but some NAM people would probably think%
of it as meaning the IS as well.

If NAM is able to unifiy with Kinoy's group and People's Party, and the
prospects for this are failry good, it may make some initial splash. However
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the combined group would not be much more quantttatively or qualitatively than
what NAM is now and would not have muach greater prospects. The groups would
not be able to agrree on anything beyond a generality, and probably wo uld not
be able to hold together at ifs first serious test.

NAM is a multi tendencied sect without actigism. It has no future since
it lacks, any of the basis for existence: distinctive ideas, or numbers and
activity. It may survive for a shile until there is some other aléeraative,
or as a first way station for people to go thwough as they ollk for a =ocial-
ist organization. Its most likely course of development will be collapse or
crack-up with its component tendencies having the greatest chance to go in 3
differnt direction. The first would be. toward Harrington'!'s Democratic Social-
ist Organizing Committee, if it proves to be a more dynamic version of what
NaM's: right wing is trying to accouplish. ‘

The second would be towards the October League. Of the other groups at
the convention, those that peoplé wre. interested in were us and the OL, The
0L has a certain attraction to many of the NAM people whose politics are a
‘cross betwen social democraccy and stalinoidism. The OL takes a soft attitude
to those sorts of politics. It tries to work with and incorporate such- poli-
tical types by organizing fron group activty. The OL generally has a good
reputation in the broad left as being non-sectarian and easy to work with.
This 1s constrasted to the RU which now has the reputation of being heavey.
handed, maipulative, sectarian, and geneally fuck-ups., The RUers were quite
disliked by thi¢s milieu and no one seemed willing to talk with them at the
convention, While there may be some basis fcr these reputations--the RUers
wveremuch more political and the Olers are much more opportunistisc--vhat has
really occured is that the Guardian has thouroughi¥ moved the broad left perl-
pPhery into sympathizers for the OL's politics and to being antagoniestlic to
the RU. Davidson and 8ilbur use the Guardian as an DL front and recrituing
ground, even though the Guardlen still parades itslef as an independent radi-
cal paper. Guardian readership is growing, and was read by practically all
at'NiM, BEven those who hate the Guardian and consider it a sectarian rag read
it. Its where you get news aboJt the movement and its the comnection pointfor
what going on in the movement and what's up in the Maoist Left. Even . though
the OL probably doesn't have more than 300 members; it has been turned into
a force ¥y the Guardian which has given it a mass periphery from which to re
ecruit. Even though the RU is much (3x) bigger, more politically coherent,
with a better cadre, it is now in crisis--probably because its bread left &
perifery was stolen from it when the Guardian movemd to the OL last fall, and
- has systematically moved the soggy left to the OL.

“THe third direction would be towrads the IS. Among the younger people,
particalarly those ddoking for a workplace k% organizing strategy, there
was a certain sympathy forus. Many of them are. new radicals, Unlike the right
. wing which is left over from the 60's, they are radicalized by the 70's. They
“have good instincts, but primitive ideas., NAM is their first political exper-
~ ience, They have had Ii%tle experience im mass struggle a la the €0's and so
i are more confused and not as radical am movement people of the 60'5, but they
are much more open to working class politics and a revolutionary organization
than were 60's radicals. ghere will be many pwople like that coming in and
seeping out of NAM, which will be a revolving door for such political types.
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‘They won't prganize a fight in NAM because'ﬁhey lack politicalpabhesion and
' leadership, and as a group they won't fight find NAM attractive ‘enough to fight
"in. When they get discouraged they will drop out, as has already:similar groups
" in Washington D¥ and NY. Because radicalg, like this will continue: to run through
NAM we sould continue to be around its periphery,. ‘We can recruit some of
them wibhout entering HaM , and given NiM's small size and not very promising
forces, we should not enter. If however, it should momentarily grow, or for
awhile become the focus point for raidcal forces moving towards national org-
aniztion, we should then reevaluate whether to enter NAM. At this point our
best approach is to remain in touch with NAM developments and these people, as
there shaild be a general drift out, some ikx of it towmrds us. P

One of the most gratifying things at the convention was the large reputa-
tion and respect which Workers Power has acquired. WP was one the things that
gave us a presence andcredibility as an alternative. Having a pamphlet for free
distribution, on Building a REvolutionary ﬁarty, was also quite helpful in de-
veloping & presence for ourselves, The NA' speaker on CLUW, who many thought gave the
best speach of the conf@rence, was friendly to the IS and the speech she gave
wes the IS line on CLUW, much of it similer to the WP coverage on CLUW,

“While many people were open or uympathétic to our ideas, they were initially
stand~-offish. The IS is not a strong pole of atiraction, is not well known, or
is still known for its reputation as a Berkeley student group, and one that has
had some splits. People wanted to know not Jjust or primarily whether tjey
agreed with us on the nature of socialism or qQuestions that seemed abstract, but
whetiher we had a_sﬁratégy‘and more importantly were we a group that was growing
and going any place. They, the independent observers and the NAM members, are
exploring national organizations, and what they really wanted to know was

‘whether the IS can make it, not just whether they agree with us.

. The role we played there was to point out why NAM couldn't make it, why it
couldn't deliver xkak on what they wanted--a road to a revolutionary party
based in the working class--and wh¥ the IS could. We showed that while as =
group U years ago we were not all that défferent in social composition, back-
ground (and even style of organization, and work engaged in) than groups like
NAM, SDS, or PFP, we have been successful in meking theturn to a national organi-
zation deeply involved in industrial and union work. Such a change, which we have
accomplished, would destroy NAM (and most other groups) if it tried to do it.
Unfortunately the process required a turn that could not be consummated without
splits. 1le explained that the pwocess required-overcoming many of the precon-
ceptions andiassumptibns which we had when we entered the, working class, sb-
stractions which came out of our student pasi, not-working class practice, IN
doing so, we have created a politically chherent-national organization and press
- witha strategy for bujlding rank and file national-oppostion caucus in the unions
and integrated ¥ this into our strategy for building a revolutionary party out
of this activitly. We'were able to show that we were the only group that thad
such a coherent strategy, and that was putting it into practice in the unionse-
not just talking about it. or the first time in years, really since the FFP in
68, we were armed with a well worked out sk and integrated political line and
stragegy, and one which found a very favorable response. It was that which
armed us, enable d us to have an impact on people, whoich put us ahead of most of
the competing tendencies, and which made us a more formidable alternative pole of
attraction.
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Of thé other tendencies, not previously mentioned, the SWP, SL, and So-
Jjourner Truth group were there. They were pretty univeraslly ignored. No one
reads the Militant anymore, and the SWP is treated as lrrelevant, Its as if
it has missed out on the current debate on the left on party bullding, and seems
to be missing the boat on what the coming radical movement is going to be about.
Sojourner Truth seems also to have tost its attraction for independent collectives
of industiralized raddcals, and is pushed out of the current direction towads
national organization. They are quite demoralized.

The outcome of our intervention at NAM was quite good. Although we were
not able to speak at the plenaries, we could in the workshops. We also did
a lot of individual contact work. " Qur general positon in a small sector of
“the léft was improved. People heard and redd our views, could see the quality
of our membership. We are not that well known, and this helped our position
in the broad left, Not qualitatively becuase NAM isn.t the place where it
could be~--but it was clear rhat we are starting to intervene ¢once again in
the left, and are becoming one of the aues around the current drive to party-
building. :

The groups we ‘wére in contact with prior to the convention--Akron Breaking
the Ice, Washington ex NAM, Cleveland Modern Times, Pittsburgh indep NAM peri-

fjpheryh-Were all solidified. 1In coming to NAM finding it wanting, seeing that

we Kad'more of ‘an alterndfive strategy, they were moved closer to us. In reject-
ing NAM, ‘they also continue to move closer to the need for a natiord organiza-
tion. Even NAM as pathetic as it is has mroe to offer, and puts groups in touch
with the activites and debates in the rest of theleft, than local organizing
does, The Philadelphia NAM was the only group who we knew before the convention
who didn;t move closer, but rather away from us. They were allied to the New
Orleans syndicalists who recognize that becuase of our émphasis on workers
+democracy ‘and revolutiion, which they share, coupled to our view on organization

*’xxi leadership, and party; we are the biggest political threat to them in the

‘long run. The New Orleans people were successful in moving them away ‘from us,

but this is probably only temporary because in reality they have more in common

with us then with the syndicalists. The solidified contacts was our most important wc
work but we also made contacts wbth mew éeople and 3 additional groups, NAM

student chapter in East Lansing, Ann Arbor, and Harvard, The Ann Arbor group im
particualr, which previously we had some loose touch with 1 person in it, will

be willing to collaborate wlth us on joint activity and possibly on proposals for

NAM 1% we so dec1de.

In summation the NAM conference was a first test in thrms of the perspective

" discussed at the NC on recrﬁiting independent collectives adn intervening in

“thé Maoist miliey. It 'was a successful test, and has geven us confiddnce in

the perspective we have been developing. or the first time in years ther e are
small groups, not just individuals who are moving in our direction politically
and are open to discussions and recruitient, if we are prepared to aggressively
seek them out and w1n them to our politics and the I.S.

‘!.



REPORT ON THE 36TH ANNUAL CVa COHVENTION
[ e were unable to send~aﬁyone %o Kaﬁéﬁé City for the CWA Cbnvention,
so the following report is based on "Daily Labor Reports'" of the

Bureau]of Natiohal Affairs and or what various telephone workers have
. heard N . 7 il

CcvaA Conventions are generally routiné, lackluster affairs and this
years' was ro real exception in spite of the fact that major events
wéreyformaliged there. e BB :

One major event was:-the formalization of the contract ratification
procedure for nationalzbargaining,”Thiszwas already sent out seper-
atély and will not be repeated here; It 'is vorth noting, hovever,

that the "nev" procedure differs only from the old one in that 1)

it made it explicit that the International Executive Board can call

of a strilkke even beofre the agreement’ is ratified, and 2) it allows

no means for any level of the union - ranks or local leaders - other
.than the Exec., Board'to propose changes or nmodifications of the!
“bargaining teams position. The membership can-accept or reject a contract
but it cannot propose, even through its local officers, what is
acceptable or what the basis for reéjection is. The Exec, Board and

the ‘barpainbng team have a total free hand, . '

The other major event, of course; was the replacenent of Joe Beirne
with. Glemn, Vatts as (VA President, Thore was no contest, Two. unheard
of local leaders from the -south ran against Yatts, but- did not get
significant support. Long-~time antiBeirne local leader Ed Dempsey,
from WY Local 1101, seconded Vatts® nomination in a show of "upity,"

. Vith one unimportant exception, the Watts’ "unity" slate swept the
. . elections for ZExecutive Board aud top. officers, The exception was
" Digt. 3, the South east, vhere Ailen Yillis, Jr, an area diréctor
f6r Florida and Georgi= 'bea® the incumbent district director-( an
Exec¢. Board post) R.B, Porch by little more than 200 votes, [Votes
are cast in blocks by locals according to the size of the,lQpal]
The only kwa other offices seriously contested were the Se¢~Treas,,
Vestern Installatian, amaxthe ncw Executive Vice Pres. position,
ahd Dist., 9 vide prés, . & ' ‘ o -
Wattd' candidate for Sec-Treas., lois Knecht ( a man) was opposed
*(Q, by Clara Allen the director for New dersey. The vote was 299,651
4 for Xnecht and 160,034 for Allen, In the Vestern Installation election,

;?ﬁwig- Vatts' man, Patrick Morgan 'won by less than 200 votes against

Jerry Fernandez, Pres. of Netr Orieans liocal 10490Q° (12,780 to .
. .12,887),. In the election for Ememutive Vice Presidént ‘Jobn Rencl,
"from Queens local 1106, got 173,156 votes to Watts' candidate George
Miller's 236,761, - with a: ccuple of other candidates getting about
4 - 60,000 between them. In Dist, 9, northern California Watts' man
- _.-James. Booe Hurg daofeated oppositionist Bernie' Chiaravalle by a

vote of 25,817 to 9,742,

" Renck is, in fact, the leader of the Ney Yorl bureaucatic opposition-
. ists; He is generally credited with having lead the New York Sta:e
.local presidenis iwto the 1971-72 strike. His runming foér Exec.
- Vice Pres., a union-vide office; was penerally regarded as a vay

not to confront Watts. Had Renck and the other NY presidents wanted



C7A CONVANTIOV REDORT - 2

to confront Watts, they Would have run Renck .for Dist.-1-Vice Pres, =-
and International Axec, Board post vo'ied on only by delegates from

NY , HJ and New Eangland, They have oftre talked of doing this
particularly because incumbant Dist. 1 Director ilorty. Bahr so
adamently fought the 1971 NY strike.??hig;year, however, they

decided not to take on Bahr, who they  "could have defeated, and to

run Renck as a tolien for the new post of Irkx Ixecutive Vice Pres,

Bernie Chiaravalle,vho opposed the huch hated James Boee Hung from
Dist, 9 in Catifdrnia , ‘was an international rep., who went against
the wishes,of'Beirne'by‘defending Stephan Charter in a case concern=-
ing comapny eavses~dropping. Thaks to Chiaravalle the case was tion,
Now, it should by noted, Yatts is all hot about fighting the monitor-
ing system,: vhereby the com[nany listens an operators and other
employees to check their work, e B

Tﬁére_weréuﬁoﬁh‘ﬁiack and vomen's caucuses at theibonﬁé&tibn. Both
are semi-official bbdies. The black caucus has been around for a
ocauple of years:. It is led by Dennis Serrette fromp NY Local 1101,

- Serrette was once a’'militant vho has long since nade his piece with
the. poygrs that be « all of them. Additioqally,jSerrette“isJa
national }eader of: the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists. -.He hag
organized-branchés: of CBTU iAWY, includihg”ip‘the CVA,. .though they
don't seem to' have anyireil 1ife to thew. Serrettte has opted for

a hipgh post in the irtermational and ig expected to get it - some-
thing along the lines of chief troubleshooter or .administrator for
ethnic problems and affairs, The hlack caucus supported -the Watts'
"upity" slate down the line, e ;

Ve tnow less. about.the women's daucus. However, it is clearly not
an independent body or a fighting group. There is to be only one
vomen on the Exec, Board, and that is only becasue she, Dina Beauwont,
Just brought her southern califernia traffic union, the Federation
of Vomen Telepho:e. Yorle rs (12,000'members)‘iptg CU'A as is. PUTY
vas founded in 1937 as a compnay union, Vatts told the wemen's
caucus that'he:WasisOmewhatﬁembarassed that there was only one
vomen on the Exec: Board and so fey wvomen in high:staff positions,
but»promised:to~dorbetter!in“théVfUture.‘He later reassured the
convention that he&wouid“eﬁiyvappoinﬁ)dualified vomen to high jobs.
Ve do not knovw wvhether the women's caucus voted for Clara Allen,

" from WJ, or not, but it is doubtful. : PR

- As ‘wBual, the officers voted themselves a pag raise. They are as
+ follows: Pres. fram 347,414 to 51,250; XX Sec-Treas. from $39, 880
to $42,990; -Exec. ‘Vice Pres. $36,878 to $39,830; Vice Pres. (Dist.
Diregtors) $30,439 to $32,3743 Wational Directors(AT&T,Vestern)
$29,268 to..$31,614. Those arg 8% increases, .

o ) (g OB . DT E

The, union has 477,426 dues paying membeis and 11,115 people who pay
dues: under ‘the moddified agenoy shop. The 1974~75 budpget will be
$19,073,Q14,-sqmevihtefestihg‘éhb~poiﬂts?nn the budget are: $225,000
for CVA News (can you believe that?); $130,000 for "foreign affairs;
$175,000 for publicity and public relations. The defense fund nov
has $7,065,589. (as of March 21) - hardly enough to support a long
strike, hub?. P e ' P Tt
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l. Notes on sending articles to WP know
a. xexyxx comrades on the West Cosst should mgk thet.air mail, speclal deli-
very takes two days (sometimes three) from the West Cogst. Articles due on Tues,

" canpot be mm mailed out on Monday and be expected to ggt there on time,

b. deadlines are important - /e have a fairly comp&mcated schedule and when
thlngs miss the deadline they usually mean a great deal of extra work for every
one on the newspaper staff.

‘. NEVER NEVER send things reglstered mail to a pen name. Registeredmall is
delivered to addresseée only and they must have ID, None of us have 1D for dur
pen names and things can end up sitting in the post office:-or returned to you.
If you send something registered mail you can send it to me; or Joel: Geier.

' d. please. send artlcles typed, and triple spaced if you. Qan, ;

2. We are beglnnlng to get some excellent feedback from ﬁo%ier‘contacts. M
Members fshould actively encourage your contacts. to send- 16¥k3rs to WP. . Many
comrades say that they reéad’ 'Feedback fﬁxxxxmnﬁxxxxx:xtﬁxxxk&nmxixxxmgxxxxn
first and for good reason - the feedback. section reflects & real readershlp
and gives the paper a sense of life and connection te.the real world. XX
Socialist Workers" feedback section’ s extremely successful and has been es-
panded to two pages. Contacts shouid be encouraged to write, about condithons
and problems at work as well what'they ‘thing about WEs 5y 500 o R
. Aepiid : o -
3. Ve will attempt to wrtle po comrades wutH mroe about why articles were
edited and how. However this .will put.en additional strain on ‘the staff which
. is &lready stretched’ thln - so these notes will be brief and not as full as
~ anyone whould wish. Co N . ~
14
h In this issue. #102 we are attempttﬂg a XKKKxX Footgrints type column, We
" are undecidéd however whether to keep'dll these short peices clumped together
as % is done with Footprltns or to scatter thém throughout the issee, Feedback
«~!'on-what people think of . this (page 2)’thxtﬁ w111 be welvomed.

;. <8

. 5, We -axe ‘planning 6 have mere IS news in future issues. Marilyn and'i'will
be discussing how to go about doing this.

6. Additional columns in the planning stages ame: A discussion of Soiclist
ideas and a columen by Joel on pioblems of building the revolutionary movement.
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1. NO: Three cheers for us: we have found an air conditioned place for the convention -

8o those of you who have been urging, hag threatening, etc me about this can now relax!
The stalinism reprint will be ready in about one week, Also, branches should order from
the Book Service additional coples of JG's pamphlet, The Task for Socialists: Building the
Revolutionary Party, and the pamphlet on CLUW which is the articles in WP reprioted.
They both are 25¢ each. We hope in the future to put out more small pamphlets such as
these, since we have found that it takes relatively little work and can be done quickly.

2. NAC: Aside from preparations for the convention, we have been discussing and planning
further our intervention in the Maoist milieu - and the working ox class collectives through-

, - out the midwest and east, #& JF (Detroit) is making his second trip (the first was to the

. Pittsburgh-Youngstown, Akron area), going first to that area and also to Boston, Albany,
NYC, Philadelphis, Washington and back to Pitt~Youngstown-Akron. ML and BM (Detroit)
will also be lex making short tiips during the changeover petiod to Boston and the Pittsburgh,
Akron, Youngstown area. JF's first trip and as JG's NAM report show, this milieu is
quite open to us. In each of the places listed there are small groups and individuals who
are in varying degrees friendly, and politically close to us. At minimulm they are potentially
close collaborators with us in our industrial work in those area. Over time we should be
.able to both establish a solid political periphery and begin to recruit, - T
3. St. Louis: The St. Louis Brangh has a new membeyr, she is their first woman member.
4. Loa Angeles: Comrades should read carefully our statement and that of the Socialist
Collective In the latest issue of WP. It is aaout the viscious attack on them engieneered by
the CP, We are working quite chosely with the SC on this, in attempting to publicize
the attack and politically what it represents. We will also be attempting to raise this with
SCEF in Louisville which has been embroiled in a fight with the CP. Also from LA: Bob
Avakian spoke for the RU on the question of the party. There was a lot of Trofpskyist
baiting, and he called both the CL ard the OL "Trotskyites". From reliable sources we've
leamed that they have gone from 900 to# 600 members over the past 6 months; ‘apparently
losing & many to the CL. L '



NAC MIUTES 7/1€-2h/Th
O.NATSEC REPCRT. See National Repprt.

1. NAM. Repprt on.convention by JG. (Attached). The NAC thanks the comrades
who attended the NiM.convention for the valuable work they did there. Our
assessment is that in;the coming period there will be seepages out of NAM
as it hecomes more clearly soclal-democratic and non-functional, and that we!
can recrult out of this process, CW to send{regular reports and maintain

contact, especially in Pittsburgh area.
A report vas also presented by JF on meetings with people from

Pittsburgh.

a,CONVENTION ~= “joments document, Following a preliminary document, MD was

ned -to write draft. It wzs agreed that the scope pf the document should be
ik fiRfkgiltand strategy, not local tactics, etc., On 7/24k this

d, end is included in the next Pulletin as xEwxxE rewritten

. -asglg

draft was presente
following the discussion.,

Bureaucratic collectivism, An amendment was submitted (7/24) by DF
50 substitute for chapter IT of Mike P!'s document. To be included in the
next bulletin. The amendment was #l PASSED.3-0-1 as a NAC amendment (MD
abstaining; J7 and JT could not be present for this meeting). -

slate would be exhs
Sle austed. Therego
Tequiring NAC membews to run for defeé:ée

noting once again that this is not g general rule%n T (Ie is ks

would be for guch g requirement). } 7 lavger branches e

4 .PRISONS, Discussion of th i
the attemnt s e quest19n of prisons and riso
b hostaggs, et:?o(;;szg Erlsongrs in Hashington, DeC Eo es?agzvgiﬁsa Ease§ e
Teadons &l i ltwo prasoners, who eventually sursendered 5 o e
bepra il R editorg ¢ ;n 1971). A draft of g resolution by DF,wa:r: b
e N by al boarg fo? guidance in terms of taking an editu P
e teion BN rp i - gupport Prisoners' right to resist, explain wh ortal
e;c. A fuller statementpg;sggesgzzsz,OEOi?F e g Teai v ZQQ’

. 3 1s i )
when time permits for a more thorough di5cusgggn?ngsc;zgeb::ntseSSegzzgn'upth

in the

‘eral weeks in LA, Louis-

“up of the comrades of the

Socialist ¢ i
ollective by CP thugs and their allies, 17 will make aggressiv
e use
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here because of SCEF), solidify working relations with the'SC and publicize the
fact that we will fight for the polétical rights of the revolutionary
lef't to present its views in the wmovement. ALL FOR.

6 .PORTLAND. The folhowing recommendation was received from Bill R.:
I suggest that the NAC take the following steps: ¥4 (a)Discuss
the formation of an IS branch in Portland, although it cannot
be provided fulltime leadership of an experienced ISer. (b)Send
a JAC representative to thz Seattle Educational Conference Aug. 3
mkxwkigk at which time a formal meeting will be held with Portland. (c)
Formally commit to assist Portland in whatever way is feasible,.
such as regular travel between the Bay Area and Porthand, (d)For-
mally appoint someone (it should probably be BR): from Seattle to
work with Portland over the nrxt year.
Recommendation ¥kax PASSED ALL FOR.

7. CMAs Report by Kim on progress of contract barganing and possibilities
of national strike. UA leaflet is getting national distribution wherever
possible.

8, CYPRUS-GREECE. Report by JG and DF summarizing developments of the last few
~days regarding US-backed overthrow of the Greek dictatorship and its replace-
ment by right-wing civilian regime. Ve do not expect that this maneuver can
head off the explosion from below that has been bulldlng up in Greece, WP
coverage is in preparatlon.



