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an informal conference held earlier this .
year, will help comrades to get ‘a better

BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION plcture of some of - these groups. T, S

Are we doing enough in the-lnternationa1  
field? - In one sense, obviously not., We
. are not significantly involved:in intern~

-
g B
'g : ational working class action, . For.example .
|
i
- g °
i :

we have no serious involvement in attempts
to coeordinate the struggles of!European '
carworkers ¢cn a world scale, ;- But this
1s\somethxng that can come only as we galn
potitions of leadership and lnfluence in
Britian and others do likewise elsewvhere. e
Of course we have to sieze every oppertunity
of developing contacts but action, which

is what we are after, depends' on us and '
groups overseas having a real working c]ass'
base. No amount of international meet1ngs
can substitute for that, .y

This bulletin, concentrating on intern
ational matters, is something of an
experiment.

The original idea was that there would be
an international bulletin three or four
times a year. Now that the bulletin is
bimonthly this will no doubt need to be
modified. In anvy case the future of the
intefnational version must depend on the
extent to which it is found useful by our
members and , to some degree, by groups
outside Britain,

i

However, as we and other groﬁps develop,

e v < e

What has our policy in internationalwork there will no doubt be a~ increasing ]
been? We have tried to develop links with emphasis on international collaboration. Fa
[ groups abroad that combine two things: We have always rejected, as absurd, 3
% a revolutionmary attitude to both capitalism the notion that a collection of people from . 4
and stalinism and a serious commitment to various places who are unable.to lead any" HS
i building a working class organisation., In §ignificant section of the working class
) practice this has amounted to exchanging in their own contries can, in any serious :
P papers, documents and so on, to a small sense, constitute an 'international lead-
| extent exchanging people (long visits) and ership', That remains our position.
: to attending conferences, Just as there can be no real revolutionary
P ) party without substantial roots-in the
'y International conferences were (and are) working class, so there can be no inter— |
R sponsored by the French 'Lutte Ouvriere' national organisation worth twopence that T
i crganisation. For a time they were ) is not based on several real parties. 5
f sponsored jointly by LO and IS but after That does not mean that we can stand
i 1971 we withdrew our sponsorship although still in our international work.: We
i continuing to send representatives, This Certainly cannot form an International at
. was because we considered that the this stage but we can and must try to
Py conferences were too wide, not selective prepare the ground by working for .increased
b enough. Various 'nut groups' which practical collaboration and exchange of
i/ represented absolutely nothing were ideas with the serious groups in-a number
5 allowed in and made useful discussion of countries who share our emphasis on
{ difficult. For example, a split avay from the central role of the working class.
b the long near~dead American Socialist
Party was allowed the same rights at the
1971 econference as Is or LO, This group Duncan Hallas
had all of five members, two of them for International
permanently resident in Paris! LO took Sub-Committee Sept '73

the position that it was impessible to
exclude any organisation that professed

to be revolutionary, anti-stalinist and
committed to a working class orientation,
provided that it was not affiliated to one
of the so-~called 'Internationals', While
we accept the basic soundness of 10's THE AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS
criteria for cooperation, we believe it

necessary, on practical grounds, to exclude

screwball or insignificant groups. A

report on the forthcoming LO sponsored

conference will appear in a future bulletin, The Political Background

Basically, we have been trying te work 1. The American working class is itself

with two sorts of groups. There are those a'nev' working class. Only in the 1930's
like the German SAG, the Irish SWM and the were a majority of American workers
Danish IS who, broadly speaking, have the actually'born theFe, afid pAly Ehen ¢id
same political positions as ourselves. Erusgle npmion Qrganxsatlo? spEedd O?tSld?
Then there are organisations like the the craft unioms to semi and unskilled

French LO, the Italian AO, the Spanish AC workers. Even today omly 20%Z of the .
qid e USIS e have developed fram & workforce is unionised (as compared with

Trotskyist or Maoist background at dlfferent 50% in Brlfaln). In the Mc?arthy perlo?
¥ iied “afvd With WhBH RE hive VAFLSGS (late 1940's and early 1950's) trade union
political differences ¥e hobe this militants and socialists were victimised

b bulletin, which includes the report of out of virtually every ovganised industry,
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2rd any shop floor organisation .job shop
stewards) :that survived came under further
attack in tta wvears of economice boam

and anti-union laws of the 1950's and

1960's,

. The student radicalism of the 1960's
could not survive oun the single 1issue
Anti-War struggla, and its principal
organisational form, the Students far a
Democratic Society splintered in 1969

into the Yeatharmen, communtiy politics
grientated groups and apatav. Hundreds of
scattered city-hasgsed grouplets stil]
survive characterised by softness on
'revolutionary' China, distrust of

national poalirical evganisations, suspicion

of work w,thin the trade unions, and
more br less serious atfempts at community
st7le work within the plants where many

cr them now wore,

Women's lLiheration Movement which
brieflx as i7 it might Le a suscessor
Movement itself died after
sears in 1970/71 leaving a
scattered grouplets.

Fuco [he
szemed

to the dar
twe or

small

tirrec
number o/

4. The rost pelitically advanced workers

are usually Black, They rake wp 05 of
the country's sav and steel workers and up

to 80-907 of the workers in the plantg in

the most Inducirizl parts of the country,
the Mid-West and “ast. The decline and
demoralisation of the independent Rlack
movement since 1¢70/71 has therefore had

astrous ef

a i

what is petentially
the section of werkers mos sympathetic

to revoltuionary ideas and organisation,
Cvnicism has been acconpanied by the
emergence af a significant number of Black
careerists in the uniens and Democratic
Partw; individual retalistion has generally
replaced organised Black caucuses (rank and
file groups) in the plants,

5. The rank and file movements which
develeped in 1966/7 and 1970 around the
last setr of three-vearly wage contracts in
the industry, in the Teamsters' Union
anonyg the Chicano (Nexican—imerican)
farmvorkers and the miners did not maintain
real wmomentum. With the exception of a
new recognition struggle by the farmworkers
and a few, generally isolated strikes

over working conditions among some car
workers, the 1973 contracts have beean sold
to the rank and file by the trade union
bureacracy witheut a fight. This has been
despite record inflation in the last year,
Government wage controls siunce 197] and -
an increasingly shaky Nixon Adminisration
that is getting deeper and deeper into

a major political crisis.

car

The Founding of T.S. U.S.

The American International Sccialistg
were only formad im 1969, pPrior to that
most of the 150 members had been linked
in lndependent Socialist clubs led in

a8 casual fashion by one or two older
menbers whose political activities stre~
ttched back to the 1940's an di the Workers

Party (the organisstion established by
Max Schactman after his split with Cannon
and the Socialist Workers' Party in 1940).
In the late 1950"¢ some other. members

had joined the yrutl section of the very
right wing Secialist Party into which the
Workers' Parvty had been dissclved. But
the vast majority of membars only had
experience of student politics gained
mainly arnund the Barkeley [ndependent
Seectalist club and its work in 1966/68
arguend the Trace and Freedon Party, waich
wak an attempt o break out of the narrow
botnds of student activity. Political
divisiona ba

dogyged the [.8. From itg founding conf-
evence, The East Coes* New York comrades
had not shared the same kind of 'masg'
work as the Bearkeley (West Coast) comrades,
i »othat jouned in Chicago
out of $.D.8. rather than

The shared politicel basis of I.8. in 1969
was fairly broad. 1f the 1369/70 wupturn

in working class activity did not lead a
number of workers into theo organisation,
then internal schisms were almost
Members agreed that the working class was
tae agency of change and that sore form

of working clags rank and file organisation
would be the key to mass activity., They
recognised the importance of building &
workers' revolutionary party and alsec shared
the analysis that the Stalinist states of
fast Burope and the Far East had nothing

in common with socialism and the emancip-
atton of the working class. The 'purity'

of their ant?i-Stalinism which a majority

of their leadership derived from Schactman
actually made them appear on occasions to
give more criticism than support to the
Vietrong in Vietnam, and earlier, made them
appear to abstain on the question of the
Middle Fastern Six Days War,

'Industrialisation'

1969-1972 were years of slow growth,
predominantly students or ex—students,
but including onme or two'indigenous'
workers. Recognising the impossibility
of tuilding a workers' party without roots
in the class the organisation adopted the
policy of 'industrialisation'. This means
sending members into plants and industries
where it is felt thay can operate best in
establishing rank and file groups and
recruiting wmembers, As 407 of ail
Americans artend ecocllege at the age of
18 it is not as unusual to find young
workers with seme college background as
it is here, and so the class barrier is
casier jumped. There are problems, since
with little shop floor crganisation in
the plants newcomers, whoever they are,
have littlie job protection and militants
re very rapidly pushed to the front of
fights which usually end in victimisatgdon.
But much good work was done,

The national office was moved to Detroit,
the ceptre of the American motor industry

sed on regional grounds, however,

inevitable.

‘
1
H
t




Situated in the most heavily indnstrial
part of the U,S$,, the Mid-West. Many of
the more committed West Coast comrades
'colonised' it, and more recently Chicago
and Cleveland as well, On the West Coast
(los Angeles, San Trancisco-Berkeley,
Seattle) the main emphasis was on Teamster
work (especially lorry-driving and loading)
in the Mid-West on the motor industry,

and in New York on telephone company work,
Work among teachers decveloped in New York
after a leading teachers'

union militant

was recruited, and it alseo took off in

Berkeley.

By 1972 [.S, had a handful of comrades
with epough industrial experience to begin
to take a few local initiatives, partic-
ularly to start rank and file bulletins

and newspapers. The quality of these
effcrts and the ability of rthe industrial-
iscd comrades to draw other workers

including Black militante {albeit in

small numbers) around them in this work 1is
the most impressive feature of
Tslis

On the West Coast T.8

in rpoducing I'icket Lines (Los Angelaus),

the American

has been instrumental

In 1969 the vecognised national leaders
of T.5. refusad to doccome the actual

leaders elected at Conference. Largely
the result of their involvement iIn the

student movement and of their
the hard-line Stalinist

libertarian
reaction against

sects, the leadership really failed to give
an active lead. Little if anything was
done to clarify the politics of the group
and to end the 'umhrslla group' aspect that

encouraged debate vather than decision-

taking and carrving out.

Workers Tower, the [.S. paper, has appeared
mOALth or foxfnlgutly but was never scen

as an organiser for I.S., as a political |
weapon for the industrialised comrades

and as aa organising interventionist tool
for the men~industrialised members, It
did not fill the gap hetwsen I,.5. members
and their workey contacts nor did it unite
the meaxbership o¢n a common political line
and in a commsun activity., It remained and
remains a magazine which could print
different views on the same subjeat and was
never Seen as the group's mest ilmportant
outward face I'miversally moaned about 1t
wag ard is rarely sold. Without their own

revolutionary paper on the shop floor

Fifth Wheel (San Francisco) and Jeattle ) 5 _ i N

Semi (Seattie) - the last two beinug Teamster tfe‘mangQF Frew thaf the industrialised
union rapk and file papers while the memhers night svhetitute the ran? and

first mamed 38 wuch more general and file papers aul caucuses for their politics.
contains good coverage of the steel jndUStry'Final1' e .
These papers are cutrvently very involwed in 1y, personal rroplems arose-WL{h
attempts to mobilise the Teamsters' Union embarassment andeven jealousy being

rank snd file apainst the zangster poaching ihown by SOT?‘ﬂOn“f??USFFI%ILSPd or
activities of the union leaders against the D seieie.sis fu i Iﬁﬁugfrl?llgeq members towards
Spanish~American United Farmwerkers Tmnion. the success tl. ALl fn &11 by 1972 the

in Detroit a € 1y@1mr newspaper, the United B5TOVZ that ha2d grown to some 286-300
Juetice Train, is produced at the Jcfferson TMETOers was rTipe for a major internal
assewbly plant where sit-in workers Fforced faction fight.

tke first public defeat of Chrvsler in The T B ey

decades in Julv this year, and soveral je Faction GSEOL

single sheet bulletins are produced at In fuly 1972 2 n ;

nther plants (eg.the Mack Safety Watchdog - Cognenii“"‘ ; " il try wa eJeci?d at
a Chrysler press shop, Shifting Gears - N ;Onf ,;Oi g a‘r egicnal alliance
2 Genopal MutorE Eesriom plang)y Owe L. ?f New 10:5 \N?,?HELF and Landv) and )
meube B KA SESE BEED SLEEEEd & BhLEd Chicago (Tabor) it demanded the construction
{(departmental) sWo; steward in onz of ?f @ programme WkLFh L, wam hopgd would
these plents, and in New York two members lﬁcrease the organisational SSTLOUSN ESE

ar: jok shep stewards in talephones. Alsc Sf I.S. and lead toc clearer perspeciives,
in New York a regular teachers' hulletin ?UCh a PTOELaumme 1t arg$ed had ro be =

is produced and one teachers' union branch CrangiLiongl pEsgRAniNe The old leader-

is virtually an T1.S. 'red base' [.S.
members are so active, Yot surprisingly
these industrialised comrades, now approx-
imately 30 men and women (excluding the
teachers) are probably tle most pelitic—
ally advanced comrades inm the group.
Problems

The decline of the expected rank and file
upsurge after 1970 and especially the
demoralisation of many Black militants
meant that I.8, and its industrialised
members remained far more isclated from
the working class than had heen thought

likely, Bad enough as such 2 development
is for any group of revolutionaries its
impact was compounded in I.S5. by simult-
ancous internal problems. .

ship, realleing the danger to the whole
'rientation of ¥,8, that could result
{rom the application of the principles of
revolutionary impatience, then organised
itself into the 'Transforwatiun Caucus'
It gstood for svstematic work within the
trade unions, the building of rank and
organ'uations cut of existing clacs
conscicusness, and 'transforming' I.S.
into a wurknrﬁ' paArty,

file

Positions hLardzned es the year went by.
Landy and Tabor, the new Natienal Secretary
and Industrial Organiser respectively,
developed the argument that capitalism

had stopped expanding (indeed, that 'the
trend is downwards') and that there was
already a layer of revolurionised workers
who could he mobilised merely by the
corfect political preogramme. This facticn
called itself rhe 'Revolutionary Tendency'

e,

S g I et PR iy

F
!

1
i
i
i



In April 1973 Landy reported to the

* National Committee, "AC this tfime an

advanced laver 'is inm the process of
becoming’',..Unless the full revolutionary
strategy is prescunted we ss this
critical 1 "

ver, In T.35. propaganda rank
and file organisations should be 'pres-
ented as venicles for building a

revolutionary leadership, for which we pose

; - . r P .
our goal of socialism' (cmphasis in original)
Tabor wrote on T.5. car industry perspectives

*We do not call for a refermist caucus,
however, but one bascd on our program, a
caucug that takes as its starting point

not the immediately apparent situation in
the Urited Aunto Workers and the automobile
industry, but an analysis of intermational
capitglism ard the tasks before the working
class.'

The New York-based group around MacKenzie
had argued for the ‘transitional programme
method' te clarify perspectives and provide
some transiticnal demands in the current
situation, when thev waw where the Landy-
Tabor faction was going, they pulled hack,
and in April zrouped wicth the Transfor-
mation Caucvs te form the present majority.
They have called themselves the 'Labor
Action' tendency.

The ﬁalit

In April, then, the Transformaticn

Caucus aund Labor Action tendency united

to remove Landv gnd Tabor {rom office

ana to elect a new jeint cational
secretariat of Joel Geier (TC) and Dave
Finkel (LA). Tiis new majority campaigned
around thecrgacisation trying to win over
48 many as possible of the RT supporrers {
and eympatnisers., With very few exceptions
the industrisiised members gave them full
support, but the cenditions which had
given rise to tihe RT still opzrated for
studerts and the abescnce of any clearly
respected leadership in the ovganisation
nade it a difficult iaob,

Meanwhile the factien fight had paralysed
the organisaticn's external work and
demoratisation was spreading. If it lLad
gone on much longer then havdly anything
would have remsined, In June a secret

RT docuwment feil into the hands of the
majority, In it Larndy wrete 'We can sce
at the prescat T.5. lcaduvrship tendency
doowed to the same path as
it will one day
cformism outright, .,
Ine issue atl he 1,3, 1s boldly,
sinpiv, sceny: 3 #hich side of
the ciass li-2 ave you on? ..wWe pase tie
guestion in centrlsm versus

L4
revo:vtionayy Mzexignm, '
Clearly these vicws put the BT outside the
bounds of I.8,, and the new majovrity cir-=n

¥
them wilh a veply and called

culased

D
spe b meetings to discuss the
situation, 2t these meetings a resolution
repudiating Lsud's docuwont wes moved,
t Bl

'in perticular the contenticn that T.S.
politics - the palitics of revelutionary
democratic sociatism fram helew, the fight

to build broad political rank and file
oppesifticn movements in the unions, the
championing of all struggles of oppressed
groups — are adaptationist and counter-
revolutionary,'

This resolution was carried in New York,
Detroit, Bloomington, Berkeley and

,Seattle, and was defeated in Chicago

end Los Angcles., In July the National
Committee met and voted 14 to O to ecxpel
the RT after the 7 csuppovrters of the RT
had walked out,

The Future

I.S. in America has survived .. but at a
price. Those lost to what has now becone
the Revoluticnary Seclalist League and
those lost through demoralisation amounted
to more than a third., Probably only

about 160 fully committed members remzin.

0f these some 30 are industrialised members

and ancther 15-20 are teachers.

Probtlems remain. The leadership is still
divided into two tendencies (the TC and
LA) which appear teo have more basis in
the old regicnal divisions than on any
important differences in present perspec—
ives., FElectious to their NC and equiv-
alent of our LU (the National Actian
Committee) this September will e¢till bde
based on factional lists rather thaa on
the jidea of choosing a collective leader-—
ship for the whole crganisation - unless
they can be persuaded differently in the
mean time. They still lack a newspaper
that is an crganiser and ceuid unite them
much more then car their present magazine.
Concessions are stil) made to the old
debating-club atmosphere, their Internal
Bulletin has no noticeable word 1imit.

Vonetheless the I,5. is also quite clearly
the revelutionary organisation in the
States with the best chance of winning
workers to systematic revolutionary
politics. The other natisnal groups

range from the insane (National Caucus

of Labor Committees) to the sectarian
(Spartacist League) and to hard reformist |
(CP)., All are small (the CP USA has 5000)
or minute, The ounly possible challenger to
[.5. are the Maocist groupings which are
currenlly undergoing some kind of unity
discussions. Fut while thev can agree on
their anti-Trotskyism in the main, they
are in total Jisarrav when it comes to
work in the unions.

It will take I.5. some time to casn in on
the work done over the past two years.
Trey will have fo prove they can recrutit
and deep Black workere if they are to ger
anywhere, They will have to make their
organisation ‘habitable' Ffor workers,

But this is not out of the question and in

one or two areas and in one or two industries

they are well placed to expand as inflation
and speed-up cut deeper into the ropes
bound by the trade union bureaucracy arouna
the wotrking classg,

e
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SGB and ISUS should work. The industrialisation of
sowe of the Americsn IS women members

Internationalisw does not have to mean coupled with less tolervation of male i

only the twin evils of paper resolutions chauvinist attitudes means there are more

or paper organlsaCions. Tt can also mean both women in thte leaderchip of the group

our trying to give more positive asgistance than in Britain and that their level of

to small symparhetic revolurionary organis~ political development and contribution

ations around the worid. We should think is much higher too. IS5 TS can also assist

more about getting IS articles or pamphlets us in a practicsal way too. They have

overseas (even translating them wherve 10 Chrysler and 2 General Motore' workers

necessary), and writing scme articles in car plants ip Detroit as well as one

specificaliy for an internatienal wmarket, or two other members werking in other

The debate on the trasitional programme international rombines. dur rant and file

is not only going on in US TS at the present papers can be helped considerably by

time, it is aisc & lLive issus in Denmark regularly and tapidly getting bulletins

and Germany. and newspapers put out in Amcrican plants,
Later, when Workers Power hecomes a A

IS has «<onsiderabie shop fleoor and trade better paper most IS bracches could find :

union experience;’we have transformed our it useful to get ir regularly 2s weli.

group into a working class organis tion;

we used Socialist Worker as an organiser

and have built a relacively broad layer of

leadership at iocal and national level, by Joan Smith and Steve Jeffreys
Many of the proolems that IS US faces we

can say something useful about. And while

the time taken teo go to the US is the same

as to go from London to Glasgew the fare

is actually oniy just under,[ive times

Ty RE PORT OF iNTERNATIDNAL FORUM
ORGANISEDR

b
i

When IS US comrades come to Britain we should
make sure that we organise their visits so
they see and possible participate in some BY THE INTERMATIONAL SOCIALISTS
of the best and most instructive of cur work.

IF UGS ¢S decides to move tou a ~erekly paper ON 21 AND 22 MARCH 1273

orientated or rhe working class then we

should be prepared to train some of their

comrades at Corbridge Crescent in preparation The forum wasiheld following the 19/3

for the change, and siaould send over an annual Confereuce of the International

3W journalist to Detroit for a few weeks when Soeialists for groups who had been present

they actually make the move. We should at the conference as Fraternal Delegates.

try and send I3 OB speakers, preferably NC Groups present were: I
members, to tour the States once a yedar & International Socialists (G.B.) K
or every six months. Une speaker snould Lutte Ouvriere (France) ¥
go in October or November this year to Avanguardia Operaia (Ttaly) ;
help cousolidate their crganisatien after S¢A.6. (W, Germany) b
this vear's Convention (NH, GP, DH, ..) §.W.,M, (Tretang) 1;
We should send 8 US copies of all our T.5., (Denmark) ;
education notes and materials and notice Socialist Revolution (fGreece) B
of ocur advanced cadre schools with an offer ¥
of one or two places. We should look into apologies and fraternal messages were

the possibilities (eg. the insertion of received from:

Accion Communista (Spain)

'"American Supplement' into copies sold International Seeidl or (usA)
2 tlariets (Uos

in the U3) of IS aiding the launching " "
of an IS US theoretical journal. We SPAEK" (USA) L
3 -

2
should request all American members of T .
t should be emphasised that th o
i P 1 e farum
™

P
IS GB who have been here for Jongerx .
B 7110 OL.g was not an Tnternatinnal Conference but i

than & vear to consider v ig to . ; .
e - s g s a discussion without any decisi .
the US to help baild the organisation - b sion taken,
there i 5
0 The discussion was centred around two 4
principal areas: :

15 can also learn and benefit from IS
s . Thair size has forced thewm to
establish industrial and poiitical

Comrades from 7.8. (Denmark), S5.W.M, and
5.A.G. asked why thtere was so 'ittle

: i : ; : discussion on internati stions
pricrities in a wich more precise way CUE Tolf e BES HE «<fonal ?Ve”tLO“’ it }
3 g - 5 N nfernece T 136 &
than we do. Mewmbors who werk in factories ot ! ‘ particular the

rk . :
in areaszs that sre not priorities (small comrace fromwi:siﬁiﬂﬁgyélgl_asked Wb the
numnher of werkers, ipsignifina&t union Egzsgiizroiozigga_was-not d]srussed:and
eto,) are given guidh ce as to where thev . ROk aoas ?alsed SR gpeetion @ F
& : E the E.E.C, in relatior to I.S8., (G.R.)'s
perspectives. 1.5, (C.B.) repliedthat tie -
focus of the conference was on those areeas .
where it was intervening. This meant that
. " the main, international question which was i
discussed was Iveland - in many factaries




&l
mperxalzst etand
"%ﬁ V;Lta1 1mportancé

ﬁ*a‘ yday werk, ‘Yn the past I45%d 5E ”danger. Tt .
o vjcenfprnec slh‘ve babﬁ ‘too broad and vaguye., '~ Dess in, the‘organxgqﬁfon,
; rwiihffhg niawth o£ thy organisation they “be overcome by conSBant"Wj K.

oeys mota aﬁd Wwore on% the practical problems o real mass party: v;;i e
“off xntewven on,”uspec1a11y 1ndu°ttlal‘1pter—stb 1ead the plass ‘;hhng&e
\A.Ox agreed that the donference £ 1n nrxtaln. o s S
o 1t1c1sed the Ty ‘
: ‘aférence Yo "the 13Lernat16nal»‘ S A G sald thut the’
‘ce Df Phlna and’ VIetnam in thef. k toncarned with. wad no:
_Parhaps this 'was d°, v ! members bt the'quality
"“’q : % h'A.O.‘and T.C4 dlffered ) ‘Democracy as a majbr ﬁf
B Ihp‘cnmrade ndted,that the programme the questlon of the “ug 't
[ efet*éﬁ'tq ‘bath’ Rugeia’and Chqna ag 'state: a mean ;
“ The' Yomtdde felé that there “f
‘ablq merovewent “on’ the'
conferanéé ln.terms of thé
tion ofnthe dPlegates 4 the re . the perlod. They were II
keus -~hnd that the dlsvusslons ‘wha% sort of. workérs‘ -§
1. work anﬁ ¢n the p:oglammn i Were they older work

J».
.xnfarmat:ve. lte approved;ofthe )XPErxence or young paopleﬂfr &
i tbvément.” Are workera fxam ﬁqgt

tpestablish factory hranches. -
hau& He' . argved :that ‘the sxde the Working- clasa ﬂﬁ,t‘
Jolnlng in numbers, “I

rgan1sed factions as opposed
fent attitude quand<

0 &gfeuowp‘s1r10n31 platforms was. harm* , .
‘L’*O‘SEI nusﬁdlscqsslcn. workers educate& inside'I

I
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Revolutlon also felt thar the :
wence had.given a-useful p1cture of the‘extreme left
'acE1th1es and developmant of T. flow doesg T. 5.

(G B%Sﬁbutxagaxﬂ crltlclsed ‘the apparent happenlng.

bsehee oE a bLoad 1nternat1onal perspective
5 raference to other tendencdipsAlO, argued that the ques 1on o

“ g was a political ong.f Lehln ¥
- e ‘. of a mass party was dlfferewt ft
S s. {¢BY T aCCepted that there was “1ittle essentlal]y social gem“'  ”
3 d1scu551on ¢f broad porspectxvea but y by Tog11att1. LA mass p'rty;
. ghese’ questluns ‘had beeén prev1cusly dis=* be ai"different size at defgren
eugsed and 4hat atrticles setting out the 1ts nature ie determined“py the
poq:txon,were atraitable. In relatdon to! ‘s1tuat10n and -its: po}ltlcal*s «&
onher tgnﬂenc}es ‘T.S5« never encounterod A 0. continued w1th a‘neport
chem aa s@gu1f1cant forces in our work. ‘development of theit, work 1ﬁ
Jis-Thereal rival is the Communist Party: '1967-8 it had been possz# £
T s.§env&eagesv1Luclf over “he next 4 or time to build organisat@oda
ki 9 yparg tryggleing to repiace the 'CP ‘of the €. in the vark ng'pl

mdersh1p of the n‘]ltant mmnexxty' started in opposxtlon b
to' the widespread sPonE;ﬁblat.

; : haad
g . i They were seen a8 §8< ian f&r
. les but argued that thJsv' ;‘:?:;sge:ci zi ;hibret ; s
; ! u ystematic. wo
%hﬁr@fé [ meant a nezxd "for o full d‘%ﬂu%SLOH hile erteTs prew mofe
?-‘S Lrogd strotegy ef the " kucceeded, despite’ hav1ng‘very
w,parLiam taty road and thus a dlscuualen o and only ‘1imited Trade, lﬁl .expérlg
of 1nte;naclonal questions such as Chrilev’ " i, pyjlding factory cel's in, & nuﬁber-bf

] - ‘places, in N, Ttaly. Now.

; 3 ‘ (C'B ) are a ‘redl force. W!th perhaps 2%, 000h -
orxentat an towa ds building the Party. . in “the varlous groups an&smaybe mfmlllio
Wbat Js the, view on the questlon ‘of ; :

‘mass party or 'cadre party' What was,
I S. (GyBu)'s policy on recrultment and;. o Lotta Continua &nd Mani aétm.

educat;qn. To ,what extent has I.8. i

succeeded in informally building a cadre. ;B in sqall'locallsed groug i

There'.s¢ems to be an unevenness in "the -, ‘Both Manifesto and” Lotta Continbal ”m dagls

»orgaanaplon. How'!does this relate to, the papers,; Manifesto ternd$ to¥ ailhth Ey P

,POllthﬂl clarlflcatLQn around the ;5.'r and is in decline, lLotta Bontinua’ ﬂés B i

progr%mme.‘n‘ B oo up most ot the spontaneisr dtudent dpEddis
o but has lost much of 1ts morket 5ympaEbLse 5

Cylsledis. )Ieplled ‘that the Trotskylst L

_movement camé from, outside ‘the work1ng~ ,xtalcnt for fund- raxSLng A.O.
;class% Thus thevkey alement needed: to .4 : 2 000 act1v1sts(same as qu %; .
huild:'s cadre iis practice rather, than : ‘ ;
’J“sqldLS¢U531°“- The, questxon of 'mass. ey situatidn it is 1mpottant to fl

party depends on’the’ 'ﬂ\ungmed action of 411, reyolutlonarles‘

£
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P q have run camp 81&“8 agalnst
%ment,“lte anolvemgnt in p011¢e
g e left and around ant1~w M‘

)

1nLtiat1Ve.' Over 100,000 peojle
erent places were moblllsed in

Ihe s ctesd has'been timited by the absence}
ingle»organ1sat10n and there has, . . .
only & limited involvement of worketss
*Now'there, ig a scruggle around the new
“ cowtra t$ in engineering and & recent)big s
ad 'political.'slogans quite different
hose, of the C.P. cadres, This was .-
] h% 1njfuence of revolutlonaries.
I Stlll atot of work 'to do, ‘thes =
governmant. the faggists and the CuBy o
ATE, 211 attacking ithe revolutxonalren
: trongly.“ AJOv.sees a héed to cre)te
and a strategy as opposed to
icia;ng those of the reformists,
can pe built which is & ;
A party can be bhxlt
outiofinaity with other groups and by teking "
e bwge from the C.P. 'A.0.'s position, is
‘ yuon 'ai-elear position ‘and prgsnute'
; ase. of the €.P. The key place’ for
thxn is an‘the tactories. :
1.8..°(C.B,). gcommented fhat at the I»S.,j%“
conference the debate was not around tpe :
.uestion,of cadre pnrty or 'masa party'
'bat ‘sgainat a sectarian conception of
buxldxng (or rather of not building) .
1.5, Denmafk) asked what sort of qugstxons
vere gxseusaed at I.S, (G.B. ) s education
ichools, for ttlde unionists.
1.8.°(G.B,) .3 general theory, workxn
hi:tbry and 1mmed1lte problems.
SiW.M,said that in Ireland there was 11tt1e
ttadltldﬂ of 1ndepéndent working- clags
pclitxci despite a high' level of econamid
Cwilitency. ‘pplitics remain essentially’
‘cnpitﬁlidt. Even .Connolly had been weak
on‘;hxe :and the question of the Party,
. Both: Republican groups are class coalitions.
S.H.M. was formed as a result of failures
both “‘North and South of independent '
locilliltl. Tt is still difficult to
r‘organxle in the working-class due to the
smallisize of industry and the dominance
of., bureaucratxc general unions. Rank and
ﬁilekinterventlon must be very specific .
and often logalised. It is difficult to
' see’'how-to build this into broader Rank and
Fllg orgnnisnt1ons from which one ceén
rectult and in
Penhnps ‘the French experience might be
‘relevant.
1.8, 1G.B.) commented that it seemed
essentall that S.W.M. tried to build in,
the'funions at.the same time fighting to
smash républican politics and establish &
‘traditign.
©'A.0. expiaxned that in Italy ‘there are 3
maln ‘unions each politically controlled.
‘The largest is the C,P. controlled CGIL.
,Ther@*are C. P. .inspired moves for a
! bu;educratlcally controlled unification,’
A 0.’cannot organise a national ‘fraction
i ﬂhe unions without a real ‘Party, but
the ido céntrol C.U.B."'s (Unified Base
Commxttees) with 2 clear line against the
:éformxsts. ‘" Militants put forward pol1t1cal
‘ motlons ini the ynions. But A.0. need:to

bel able to ptesent a real alternative

’& progrqmme
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[EVERS

Yy

strau;egyk whxch(x
whe! coming weeken
enginaexa cnnfe£§nce%
are. off1c1als,.& Shod
A.0. has only 10 dél B tgg
Cintervene.
atiqns dgainst the ‘Fascist congteas“\L 0.

pattles except” that F

'unlon Tife in Franc

. on laocal problems plas:

- to comnduct an open anduga
5

which one can gain experience.polidays. Also L,Ou

4§

Y

wished td clarlfy
Bimilarities with Italthf
3 ﬂnlons are also congrol

-and ‘the Shcialist ‘Party
1nvolved with the; CFDT W
‘a Cathalic ‘uniani

or even’in Italy-vO
aﬁe acﬁlve at apy"

‘uniong ate effect
‘machine. L.O, ptod
line., There i great b b;\
‘union qgchxne. ‘A8 800 s~L,O
bullecxn it is. allhpun. 3
wark in’ :ecreq,frum»bo;h“,q
unions, if nececnary g-1.1:4

deny links with L Oy, And

the unions. L.O Y
sympathxnets around
1ocal factory work
1.S. (G.B.) and AiQv bnchv
their countries workerarwoulg,
againgt any attempt y tipi sk,
added that in Itgly* 11 ]
.and the C.U.B.' ,can&intarvahe&\A
not this happen .in Franc o i
asked what would hlppen
. taken pver by L. 0. :and
whéther it would an‘be
bul;d broader ptgan;aatxanv
non-un;-nzltlu e i
L.0, replied’ that
comrades bec;me known ps u [}
important to establish a’ répﬁ ion
trade unionists flrst‘ ;;heni;é”""
difficult to v1ct1m1sa evenii
the.paper in the factory ‘
But they have had exampleg of) com?
who were qulckly.lpotted 2 acked
Angouleme there vasl even 3.,
who had led a str1kewan¢ weg 8 QGT fac;a:y
delegate. The CGT reg1ona!«unxon removed‘
his credentials-(as a délegsate He was ‘
protected) and he vas 1nlt;ntly%skcked
the boss the day . before tHe‘%nqublfa
did once;experlmen
with open factory] iwork: (mdw:ttedly befare
1968) and all their people wqrbusacked
within 2 or 3 weeks. TheﬁMaéLth seﬁt»-
lots of people into the, factotles and’ most
of them have now bEEh sacked., Thns i 4
is important 'to. start vety‘dlycreetl»
Of course thére 'are by now humdredscn 2
workers known:ias .0, acniVLEts parti ul’
those who were around if::
to lnterveneFpolltlcallyéand MBndére
~whether the bureaugrats mlgﬁt&'b; e
tolerant in Brltaliian& Itaw—‘becgu o
the revolutionariés donﬁt really chal
ain- éff&rt‘in*

them. L.O. puts 1ts F
the CGT because’ 1t ey the most ;
union. They .have; 'soma 1ocm1 Ra?

CFDT and FO but” oniy:when tHey geéfone ini
the CGT will thig:* shﬁw real,‘ttgﬁgth.‘lt
was an important viccary recl.:f"




had been expelled in oo not ‘agk them to abaqdon
rom_thé CGT and- Lhe CFDT wasj‘y, but, for example, Lo, try,ég
: !

tg the CCT. pE ‘ . A with young workers 'in hQ;
. : ) . centres, efg.  L.Q,
3 onninueq around the quest1on ‘ teachers, studencs,iﬂ
£, . roblems and ;/posgibilities of ,H" . organisational effortp g
bumldlng broader rank and file base comm:~ class milieu. Some pegp ¥
' the course of the discussgion ‘rq.that L.O. mlssed the bogc

‘nhat thelr exper1ence was ‘that
5 ypesrof organlsat1on in France had
Ty ephqmpral gxistence even after 1Yo8"
at thqse that.survived were actually
-pulxil alﬁgLOups dnder ancther name. L. 0. ‘
;’ i ki CUULQ do’ Jhe same: w1th their bulletins’ : work in other areas. Thus they age‘l

L whilehe group geaple around their, clear . " vening imn the hlghrschool strugglg
: ; -call-up, eepecxally in theAgechnngl
‘"schools among apvrentlce &
where ;hey control unien sections they .demandxng ‘the total abolitio
Ery” to 4dn. them through mass meetings “which is a relevant nlogau"
of members ‘and mass meetings in the © workers rather than simply he' 3 5 g 4
fnctpry ‘elections, it was difficult to . deferrment which 19 puxply“ 1tudentﬁi‘ ael
« get imore’ A g hard dore except in times ~ , Thus they’ raise workxng ¢1n; i ;
of stwuggle when they could also often wherever they may 1npetvepe. . The

get‘pegple o L.0, meetings as well, ., . ','1t is neceesaty to’ teuc_t b
Dxd the ratk, &nd. file groups in Britain . ideas in the working ¢las
; sase groups Jin Ltaly really been dlntorted by Stali
3 pr1n¢1p1g»xs that they }
for entry to the organisgcton ~,mor'
for studants than VQFkQI!qu %1 7
_are no longer a small dxganibptxén§1n

think. they may be strongwenougﬁ t

porxthai 1ine.

I ¢iug even C.P. mambers and
rs‘¢ But although. BrLt1sh

uvrgaucratlsed T8 ) are many
d 1ittle Felevance to krance indepeﬂdence comblne

t

nn10n5 4
xperMane*

Py Ithéugh[A' LN m1ghtjhdve s { ,,”;,ef united, actlon, partlﬂularl
i 1,85 (Denmark) suid that Danish un1ons' , 4, tepdl toihold, agalnst revol ;

had%axvary_ﬁish proportxon of full- time_ ., Eact of thait divzaioh.
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same was trie of Irelqnd s 11mL:ed success in :h T sen4¢
shopwstewafds vere'weak despité 1.8, (G.B) explained o,
9. m;lzzancy ‘ Va1d File paperb they t ac B
ined thet the C.U,B.'s had a ‘about twice the’ s1ze af Bociali;
te. but were quite broad. It " (which of course is sold.l ‘
PY 1b1e to keep them going and. where I.5. have no rank and £i 1
,Ehem up wecuase of thig political -  well as those where

- . 'They will only be able to ., ‘commented that'L. 0.'8"
£ ,reaT‘natxanal link-up when there propaganda except| ttﬂtwm
HEEVERS & T pdkxtxcal peed for it but they have . level in the factorxes*—-wss it npt p
Lo ‘managed tg. greate some reglonal and ’ ©+ to link the two. L. vagked LL0
) &sectxonal Ilnk—ups. ) ) ‘ ‘what there perspectxve whe for ”" ﬁ"
ke L a split, attrition,-the, gradual ;gmwth'gg
% ‘hThe f ay of che forum ended with " l;L .0. expoging the C.py “dnd ‘whatidows

thls 1sc,8510n COﬂtanlng.v " ) .‘think about the problef ofhtavxh;pg the

, o ' " ‘thearetical herltage of Marxism far: Lh’
The secqndvday was opened by a letter of modern - world? .
apalogy £rdm Aecion Communista and greetings S.A.C. agked L, O.xaﬁout this’
e frou the Amera(au _groups unable to attend. . And file work, the rights of p¥
S P gxplained tHe basic principles of ifactions etcs in the.unions..

ithedr actxvlty. ,They broke with the only demand rlghts fot” pqllﬁlcgi
ath Id&erp tiopnal on the question of a Socialist Revolution askcd abuvtg
serlbus artentatlpn te .the working class. perspcctive tdwards the rest of.lt
[Thik ;s.che1r absolute priority. L.0. : - revolutionary left. .
tries ‘to work io the CGT which ig the % . L.O. replied that factlonal wnrk_

" Jggest!ungon with 'the most comscious polltlcal or not is banned in- Ftenﬁh'
e worqua.in it andLhe one where they ! unions. Any rank andfile paper[u”
T dlrectly confrqnt the ¢.P. In France - to expulsion. Polltncaluffﬁedpm

+ . one’ wxll not be able to build a revol—"( igrucial, If L.0. had the strength

‘uLLonary qrty withoyt bredklng the hold “reffectively fight this theyxw u?d
'ofithe 0 Pf on' ‘the wurklng c1a5s erpeclally' the opportunity for wide AL
1q‘;ue‘fagtotlesm _Thus L.0. insist tnat v But they are: susp1cious

thgir\@tﬁdenfs, teschers etc. do work., “W?in.FLance; clalm to do SO‘h &
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1 ’ vqup3rof thelr own p011t1ca1 and «dn dﬁlona;j Thé fehatidia
D sympatmisers. “fhe Fight that L.0. yages ' = of agreement ‘for Entty‘ 98
--1— “fo & choice by workerd in the union. .. “revival of actlvity, nﬂwﬁ G
xof factorw electlons is part-of” i tlase. EThere is stifa- :‘*

3 rugélg for union democracy etc. o5 s.Jlnfluence in the Tev

3 oréanrqed sclely in factory celis, ° 1.8, (Denn@g&) ‘enmbrgid
K ) ry ﬁg‘to gacher‘ﬁympath sers .around tﬁe s Tett soc1allsts.’ Alth
& & does mnot expect - IS5 strong and havé 'te g
ﬁ; trto Wgax dway che Ca P. one- by one, The C.P.u‘class they are the omly ]
5 f1s bu11t%on a contradlctlon - it recr01ts 7 w1th ‘a4 serious urlant |

L]

vworking clasws, rAany“

ass“collaboratxon1st p011c1es.~“ Social Democrats as
. Th1s<exp14ins its hatred for revclutlonarxes.strong but hopelesal¥y spll
';Oqe dayithis must cexplode. 'Yef L.0.’'also - jreVo1u+1onary lefriand ey
hat ¢ m11xtants clas’s liberals.”’ The

hane 9h9wn real sqrength- , Thaa - blg passlbllltlea of
?qagry % ,gystematic ‘Work vig-a- v dn the Danlah wnrkln
far as other grcups are . , B
’ch pressure o6f events”’ w1ﬂ1 : ~v@?r»
'5ust after May 1968 there ™ . .0 .
Ppress re, nov, desylte examples e O
he*demonscratxons after the’ murder\v_: o _=";f :
;rnqy, thene Ta very little, Despltew», 17 Lo :
&*désfre for unity of aetion they’
wery few pe%ple with wﬁom to unite’ UGUE CDMMUNlSTE
h art of work they do.in the ﬁactor1es§ :
p:hat che ‘question of Marxist 5

.

7y an@lys;s@ 1;he ptéblem of re- 1ntroduc1ng ! In the perlnd rollo';dg

5 SVery, 5isic‘soclallst ideas such as ‘inter= , . the. ‘Ligue Communlste“ltommp
E natlonal;sm inte 'the’ working class mdvemenb. French’section af thé: "Mandd
,;‘ ; L.04 arqrte& W1th a dozed 15:0r so 'yedrs ago.International™) two myths

ﬁ~}u ‘now,

. ud;ng sympathlsers,‘they have about by the Ligue and by éome
r‘j 3 OGG,A If any group, has a reclpe for more . organisatlcns. . Thé
E§75; ;effet{ive growth they, would 31ncere1y llke demonstration wh1c%*
Uho b tol kool Bbodr iti for the bannlng thad :
! AO cqmmenned that lt was not a questloﬂ of exemplary piece of amtlﬁF@scig‘

b ! ?Ezlpés but of revolutlonarles creating ' The second was, that the ‘hanh i1
i Cothdid ogun. opportuqltles. They also addeéd Ligue heralded a newiw‘vm qf

;0 that ﬁeop&e in 'Itdly did not understand : » not world wide, Lepreaslom

£ the’ retétlonsnlp between the C.U, B."'s ‘and in any way detracting’ from

. O. and Said the C,U.B,'s were jUSt a front ional splidadity which al

foT A.0%  In fact the C.U,B.'s organ;ge .. rightly éxPres&ed then -5 Y
er'i6 ,000 to 7,000 workers on top ', express,_lt is 1mpor:ant tg

= YAJ0, comrades themselves,
@ : 1.5.4(G.B,) asked 1f glven the fact that . Ouvrxere did at the tlmey

: Juw+' . 907 of workers aren t in unions in France, .
Pt Jit 'was ot possible to find ways of Worklng a ‘&
= outs;de the unions, bann1ng was called by,the ngue ;ﬁ“““
1.0 replled that.the most militant elements common: with a humber. bF! ﬂtherf%avolutw
vere. usuaIIy in thé unions and that although icnaryigroups (malnly macigte) an t :
mlstrugt of ‘the political Ieadershlps of they calimed, to: prevent &the neo~FHke
2 - unlons Kept others fr - ‘ 'Oordre Nouveau' group from’ h lding a
m oy vy ptiothers om joining ey’ meeting, Now 'Ordre NOUVEAU'”ls ci@aﬁ
st111 lecked tao the unions fer a lead., ' . \
[ Fascist. It halds meetings ptatéCted b
P Thus. work in the unions was vital.
|

: S a holmeted, Jackbooted and Parhialiy;’

]
. armed (thh iron bars)‘sat bfiqtewards
. Apart from a report from Greece which was to But it does not have .&vén: the*lxhiﬂed

3
‘ too. lbng anddetailed for summary and which public impact of our own Naxlonpf Fronc
Lo we hope Will be pub11shed in another form,
TR : fUntil very recently 1t had hardly seden -
the repggts ‘on act1v1ty had largely been
exed: p eHe 4% 8ousEion The followin attempted to cash 10 ‘ot raC1a115m.‘ Fts
vEaY in, us : e 8 membership ' is ovnrwhelmqngly 6rawn from?

gdS1;10?2ispignézn:ﬁ:eezigi;nce. It f1ghts‘ the traditianal French uppantclagh . Rlzht’
.EF€~§Ebmergence of the left in the national. and in particular frém, thetradlt{onally L
) struggle. -They have 45 members but’ sell vpper-class and rl?htlst SeLFIo“S ot the:

4,500 papers monthiy, They meet few other student world (eg. the Patis )aw f&qmltvj

watendﬁnc1es in the : worklng class.  They i SEUdents <l % it grgdgatgs mﬁk? u
. “have anly ‘one comrade in the North of _ oamlgﬁa?egzsriiézé S é'aa) ;ecezt;

., Iréladdidnd some regular sales there., To pt 3 C1 i .h g a,mblbly n
reeru1ﬁ Protestant workers they will have - student grogplet’: w =L 18 pxc ably b,
Mo show ‘an, eEfectlve struggle' against

“the southern government and the Catholic |

; “;hurchq 1% .

o - 5.A.G, stl}l have problems from thelr

; student‘brlglns. They work round factorids

groups and smaller thau th b1 ges

called the
badly, often polllng 1ESS than th

them. Tn the last electlonﬂﬂltfferméd h~u




‘fev successes

. x|
s I thekg) ‘were: actiieved by
1y—bﬁc é$%ndepéudent rightists rathex,

thén 0iN;

111 mainiactxﬁltles have béden constltute a new wave of ré
{ég \&rmeﬂ' attacks on occupied’ L French authprities are onl:
nlvers Ty bulelngs‘qr on high schools with have an excuse to ban any’

 a'left tapﬁtatlon. It has made no inter~ _group and the Ligue walkeds 1n£o th,f
. vent;on 1n‘;naustry an'd next to none in ’ that was set, .Thathno mepress, ]
4 > cldgs or,evenilower: middle-class .onits way is shown.by the ’

b ‘:'Egz}ng &he Ligue was trying ‘ revqlutlonary lefc has‘néntlnue;
prqveﬁp‘ wig one of its very rare - , s more -or less mormally , “inde ‘}RG ge“
‘a once a vyear’ 1ndoor ‘Ligue paper, has wontihued; to appel£=~
i ¢ld‘these in several protected:by the legal terhnical;t&ﬂ £

separate ownership, a detafliwhilth
have presented no problem‘no g“.%kf

 ¢ng¥nug:£Al
over two months beforc inte venlqg‘
uid 5et 10’000 at Least. ; = careiu]ly chosen time whn@mosﬁ,ﬂregch &
butgide the étudént ‘milleu this. .workers were on holiday shpws‘a‘?’%arg‘

Ay
Genr The ‘demohstration to. some | leéss repressive attltude‘phap\usugl w
'extent' ‘ he exteént to which the - a’'stronly~backed working~class 1ssua@
L;gue a% (Stha other gooups involved are . concernpd. :

f

to wh1ch ‘the atomisedxFrench ThUS the events Of 1ast nbH
sunk: ay shoy+a new turn. On the cﬁncrhry ‘thi

. _ ; PR Lo vate ‘am, example of the. ‘narmafit

H Aty !

! éyqud thls it W¢s obv1ous from' the . TEPT9>SIOH in Capltallst dechr&#y,
ﬁ “demongtration would lead to the pr0blem€ of capital

jntation not’ w1th 0.N. but . workers ‘res1stance the- dg
: r;h tnevpollce.’ This tooy : has;been a; - utionaries increase:; too.;;
,ﬁeacuns of each of ‘the O.N. meetings im = dramatlc shift, It 1sw1nwphe gont
ne ewiyears. ' The French police do this 'normality', this' dE$OCIaCyﬂu
‘not télerate arge lgftist counter-demon=— advance the bannlhg of th
‘stratlcns, p@rzxcular]y in the left-bank . . .. :

.g, unlversutytarea‘where the meeting was taking

ro- place. 4Ihe“¢ffeét of the Ligues decision

4 tp demcs trfate\«nas, ,1nev1tab1y, td transform REPORT ON THE 1973 |RISH CONFE”. Ewét

. irgiacxvely umlmpnrtant event 1nto a
% maJor confrontatlon %etween the pollce and

Held aturday July 7th at North Ionﬁpnl
Polytechnic. 29 branches sent OVQr
60 delegates. The main twg 6e¢umen
discussed and passed were as follows

the\nev‘iutlonar;es.

Thxs was’ preclsely what happened. But
w it additlonﬁphe ngue made one further
‘ mistakae’ 1n“§dopt1n~ an almost military

t approach.to ithe demonstration. Thus 1 IS work on the Trish '’ 1ssue
i % * - L L .
.wﬁen the authorltleq, as now seems clear,
dellberately created a conftontation in ) 2
.

which® pol;ce were injured etc. (it is

quLtnncLean that the police held back
”forces ‘salAg to allow the ’'battle'.to

reach major'proportaons Uefore & najor

1ntervent10n), the Ligte walked: into initiative to create a Tregi moYemE
L.Y:]'ua provocatLon.,

; ; i o the ATL ‘having proved 1nadequafﬁ raid |

g : the calllng of a TU delegaﬂa Gonferéﬁ¢é~
Now for fhe second myth. . The Ligue around the .slogans

§
! recognises that there was. a police i 1. w1th1raw
; proVocation (although at the same time . 2

. : . . : q. ilu‘.,"‘ ‘,‘"‘{
A resglution submitted by the Left
Faction calllng for a new natlonal

self determi aﬁl n. for't mA~»*fA;' g
it still ddFfends its decisionm and ~ T EigH meap e i ?‘ F ; :
behavxuur).: It draws the conclusion was lost 20 for, 26 agalnsé. ; ' k
‘that the govérnment was determined to . !
ban the, ngue and that this is the IS WORK ON THE IRISH TSEUE - . . i {

- herald of pajox. erLcss1on. To. say ) .
this is Smely to ignore the general
polltlcs of the French:.authorities. Lt
does dmet take a major wave of repression,
nor, aa the ligue has also argued, a

‘major shift to,the left creating a threat
to Fremch capatal,( ) to make the French
authorltxes‘ban a revolutlonary group.
They have‘spveral times banned and jailed
people, singe 1965, almost all of them from
the mare. lunatxc fr;nges of the maoist
movement. Now of course it is trua that
thgs reflects the greatnr activity of the

3 : : e 4

The continuation of the war waged by g
the British army in Northern Ireland ., ,
means that it is imperative for soclal—.‘f
ists in this country to make countln al .
propdganda w1th1n the worklng classyand

of the army, (This is to! Lo
_extent a distinct task frcm that ofr
“arguing the limits of republlcanlsm
wlthln the Irish communlty, seflin
erker"qnd 50 on). i
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_ 1] absolutely clear rhat the . % ‘Irish gub-cémmLﬁteeM‘
n& ‘ $‘rnment Lepgue inno: way provides  the draft of a jleafl
e ng‘of carrying through ‘this worky ¢ ? use for more: gener&J
q es mot address itself’ to British., ~° ' . the British ermy sha
workers.énd has ‘'very little influence ~Q{ campalgns - we; shoul
dmoﬁg irtsh workers. . For ts.any unfted such - occ391qn far: P
13 only meanlngful if it enables-.
puﬁ across partlcular 1deas (in SN should themselves '
case 0Pp081t10n to British ‘troops, -« {suitably amended)
and) to a*larger audience than Is for nsing it arf%e

army) £
o&wc

idane Perhaps this was' true’at™ -+ . .
égé‘in the, development of the AIL; o ‘ : ‘
noilofiger-, true.ﬁ Therefore. .as a,’ = b JOur ‘members in un1on branc
we should stop. wasting our time’ ¥ verences,ﬁetc. shoul
'ﬁhe ATL and begcn organ151ng much’ _1ssue 'ag one ln'w'}%
Veffective work against the presenc,k veneiin. so: far as ig

thegttoops on'bur éwn. -‘That dogs mot - fracﬁxons should: ﬁ
'd year to the possiby

utxons on ‘the troopé?

'aaf
prnnluae the formation of 11m1ted uni ’
fropts! “on; the. ¥rish iseue, oreven mow
ertazn ]oca11txes. Bt we: only - deg
Hen-united aetivity brindgs us intg
coqtactha;h a fat greater ‘number of .
people: than would otherwise be thé’ case. ;.
That eans the united fromts must be. :

X thh‘organxsatxons capable of mobxlia1ngs
. nunbéE sy(xn gome areas some’ bepublxcans)*

..(.‘.._.-.,,.,m“....,._v,,..

J.expressed in’ break@deg © ﬁis A
. the gense of, "going} \}d [ ner the
i ’ e Catholics, sometime
A teacnt moat of our brauchea take the : about wantxng to gm
Frishi gerxously and have ‘shown they’aTe L organisation, with or
P ted, (as with Bloody Sunday. commem=- - - the workxng class;
Ca oiqtzun ot the Belfast 10 demunetrarlon) " absurd- to . think thqv‘ !
;fto mobxlise ovér it. This mist contlnue. sott of organlsatlﬁg;ig
‘Every btanch should ensure ‘that the. Irlah . “present stage. prgyg
xasue,xs discussed in depth perlodxcally © ., able to produce prpﬁasa
in; bolgh” phe brangch and factory diseudsion; . 'Bome ¢f the LTOOPB: 1s.
'groupsw* If members are to be .able td argue ‘towns etc. should, ta
with ' contacts, at, ‘work, at.union branches f present themselves :
; fiaguively they need to have some f_,. Ireland (perhaps’ sell:n
W‘knowledge of the main elements involved = ‘pubs where troops; drlnk,
> ‘Irish 4esue (de, an outline of . . possible, etc.) being cafeﬁu v

- ,ftnrit}gﬁ imperxalxsm has;done to, B to open themselves up to

: Tre and‘ Orangé-ism, republlcanasm - ' breaking the laws ‘on sed1 ;nn (ie
ehg. Jamea Walker pamphlet prov1des a. N arguments put the line pn therolé of th
'gobd Qackground to this). -~ ' British troops, do pdt get Anqwn‘”

b o ‘urging desertxon, muthy

The ma;or faLlure cf the AIL was it§ 2 Qﬁ ,
@nah111ty even'to begin to raise:the. % There is the p0551b§1£§y

1 vof thetroops im the Labour ; nationally, a campg;an y: rbe
1 « IS branches ‘add union erCtigns ) people not in 18 aroun ¥oppo'
R should emdeavour to do 3o0. We suggest:. . recruitment to the ‘British” xmy
g zhar in the major localities, pub11¢ i . South Shlelds tradeq‘councxg
meee;qgsishould be held axmed at: puttlng encourage the development of ovett

e opposition to the: fole of . the :r00p "h
. particularly in the '}t §qe pplon mnvemq Lo,

;roops f& isaue un1;n1sts. A possxbler  Certainly, very gooq‘pr0p§g8ﬂdﬂ can’ bey
ormathyou be to have two or three. ' . made by linkipg' the ‘questionynf Yads . b

0, 8 tbe case aga1nst the Brltxsh

r,fairly brief) speakers - one 81V1n8 b, S0 forced into the grmy to thq questlom

R hrlef outlineof. thesituation in e ol irhigh local unemployment QWeVer,au
y‘Irelawd. one (a’'local traace unlon1st9 5 not fall into the.liﬂusibn khat”

1xnk1ng thé . actions of theTory govern= ' icistic propagaﬂdaqgea ﬁpallxng og 9509

ment ip Ireland to its various repre551ve 1nd1v1dually not tb Join, the army)'can
,'memsures here (eg. the p1¢ket1ng consplr—
acy trials, reference . to. the writings:.. ¥
bE Kltson), posslbly an Itiash speaker At
‘who  has been in the army recently (we ",
have a couple of members who were in ¢ :

' 5 - »

,Td bapk upAthese meetlngs, IS should
produce a short: popular pamphlet on the™
trboEs,USLmed (not as James Walker was)%:.
~yat contacts who are confuege over the!

: iasue rather than at existing IS members.
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Ehe latest wonference of the revolutlonary

'ﬂ'bhe,Formatxon of the .
rgan%satxon.;"

LETOUp Coilectxva Len;n of Turin' made
jan f1rm ccmmltment to speéd up. its
unificationd with 0. This process is

”;ikely\to‘lnboive also a number'of

“vw k p

3 “the | Itallﬁn 1eft groups have
:merged put a.mass student movement,
Ibose €ha* -3 iy today ‘are those who‘

68“69.

o &

5 ‘u | £
\ Tﬁe revolut1onaty left in
is much’ Iargér ‘than in this country, it

its totality

‘taneist or maoist, and is
A whole number of ‘
which are based in

is mostlyfsg
very fragmanted.
nllttle gyoups fexiat,
‘énly one bown .or vegion. AO itself
started. onlw tn Milan, Tt is not
~uncommon for any one with any political
knowledge at“all to automatically form
+his gwn group. .

CA numh&rvof'}ank and file action committees
"exist! in ‘fagtories up anddown the country
'(theyiare called CUBs). A0 is very

actlve in them?and has taken serious

sﬁeps to I;nk %hem up into a mnational
organlsat1on, "A0. is the political
¢1eaderqh1p ofnthe movement of the CUBs.

The growth ¢ Aﬁ'has not only been
through the wecru1tment of 1ﬂd1v1dual
.members throtgh: its mass work, “but by’
amalgamating with a score of grouplets.
A0 Fas dperated for sofe! time with ithe
stated ‘6bjective,0f becbming a. National -
‘Organisatibh through' a process of
’un1f1catlon§" In particular it has

baﬂ close links' with ‘a’ number of groups”
aimilay tq itself both theoretically

Lan ¢ in workin'g methods, All these groups
together are deflned by AO as the  'narrow
Teninist atea! ~This process is seen by,
them as the Jixst step towards the
formaticn of. che revolutlonary party.

Therprocesa‘o tuniflcation has’ been
Mundertakeq, Aiti'my opinion most correctlyh
“There he erbeen d:number of meetings )
between the;r nétlonal teadershipe and
3a1nt aptivity. ;u the. mass movement, When
Lwe artenéed £0's 1aet conference, there
;were a number of delegates with speaking
rights frcm these cther Rroups.,
‘then ‘dnd’ ! chedelegates af A0 could
d Vémlgy points of unity and :
W hen T attended the Col‘ectlvo
confenence there were. a'mumber of A0 '
“comrades’ present e the same basis. They
were thus able to argue. there for unity,

el

Thus: both-

Y statement wa
]olngly-,

The present polxtlcal sitn&
characterlsed by three . maln factgf
. a) ‘there is a continuing egdpomic
social teneion and 1nstsbh11ty of , t
politlcal structures,

g

reformlsm, and also in thg-'
9031t10ns and organlsatlon aF‘the Commgnlﬁt e
Party, s
£) there is a growth 1n ‘thé matﬁrity
consciousness of the masses’y;t o
Thete are therefore 1ncreasin5'oppot;unxt
for the act1v1ty pf the rewoluﬁhonary»v
left within the. masges, s ‘
For the revoiutlonary organisatl ne
‘main task pow, is to défingt- ‘it
working programme for jactiviey 1n
masg movement. This must be congecte )
the development of thestratégy,§nerac&103 iy
of ‘themoment andresult inl @’ trengthenlng4
' bath theoretieal and orga ‘Qatldpal. a
.is in this :context.that we have te admi
the iinadequacy of. therevolutlonary organﬂ.
isations in the relatlon to., ]
This situation. again placee' 5 e g
the -agenda theurgency of the:polltxcal and
orgdnisational growth of ﬁhe‘fbwolhtlanary
cleft, i

Withia therevolutlonary forces the Leninxét
groups are the only ones capable of meetkng
the challenge, since they are the. anly ones’
whicl have been able to develop & corrqct :
line of mass 1htervent10n.\ ; q

the full developmeut;and succesakg
Lenlnlst p081t10n€i
“out'ofthe mass Strugglcb‘ﬂ' T68r é% .
‘through the beginning of a ptocess of ;
.glef-criticism of a. fundamentally ularar
"left'movement., They. have 51nce'undergone"
a cons~derable improvement due to,: thehg
increasing role which :the worklng clés_
"vanguards.play in their. fanks...‘“
however :still. residues.of ultth“lefﬁism,_
Whlch are a serious obstacie. It weakgns
the ‘Leninists in. their struggle ‘agRngt - i
xthe revisionists andOpportuantu whcﬁmre,
the main impediment w1th1n the wbrkers‘
movement., . Ay B
" The Leninist forces. are noc only: Meak\fpr
“ideological reasons. Their fragmechmlom
makestt impossible to maxxmla ,.the capacity
of interventxon, and this in turn‘
- for, spontanelet and oppartuniat orgs
igations to intervene, It ig"thetefare
'absolutely necessaty to overcome theee) . s i
f-organlsatxonal 11m1tat1nns. and to stimuiate%

of the polltxcal posxtlons. y

i

Iq this 1ast uear our orgnnls&tlons have
41ucreased their gole andimpact iy
“localities whrer we are present,f, Fopithe
. firet . time we have influenced somg patione
‘polirical events. In thlswcgntext ‘the i
played in .the’ formation of ‘the. CU%S’L s;de‘
the factories is probably the nogt - im ottant
‘ From theanalysis of thepolltncal s;buatxon

These ,groupsl dqulgpfd. s




Qf therLenlnlst area.
Yarea™ f
es not ohly the Lenlnlst’

‘All  these forces need Eo<
i thepslitical’ etrugglé, fér .
a1l Leninists. ,Thig should
u&e, howevgr, Lnltxatives tqwarda
which there are now‘f

fperspectlve must he

L mEL

5deve£opment of a p011t1cal

‘ a meaningful unity in the’
work amongst the masses, This. allowys ‘Us

t

e ‘start f£yém a common reaIlsatxon

feal debate,

2 ! coliaboratlon in action. It wWill-allow
i .

i
c#n rel&tlvely qulckly become a reality.

: : Eoth’organlsatxons agree on  the need to
;nvolve in the debate ‘about. the problems -
of this unification the CUBs-and all thHe

. vank, and file organisations in which we
r pperatE.

L

;

ORGANIZZAZIONE COMUNTSTA
AVANGUARDIA OPERATA ’F
COLLECTIVO LENIN <

For TS the process of unification of these
N farces of the ftalian left is extremely
5 important, We are developing cilose
3 i linkgiwith AO,
. act1v1t1es. The emergence in Europe of
: groupé of asimilar size to ourselves
increases the pogsibility of international
work and collaborat, mnn, The pooling of
~pur experlences has proved most useful in
the’ past.
§ o+ - ‘now-that the ob]ectlve of bulld]ng

on t?ejagenda.

Andreas Nagliati .

pio . ¥ o iz 1 g i

Comrades .are referved to the December 72

IB ot further news of AO
L 3§ y :

i

“is ‘thatjcomplex of forces i (SAG) .
1on'1t1cal 1mportance wh1ch is ascrlbed

‘gnceb on those questlog}p1

ahdrgvlsxonlst organls&tlong.xn aepresentatuve add 4

= ;80 that they no, longér th n
‘\;‘to overthrow the syste¢ﬂ’

‘adequacies of the” developﬁant qf'
the twoiorganisgatibns
: ;havé declded to open a new phase -of closer’

a greaﬁer polltxcal and ideological 1nteg—‘
ratioq g0, that what is today an objective '

and are engaged in similar'”’

Tts frultfulness should improve -

“i7 . revolutionary parxties in Europe is flrmly

e

A DOCUMENT oF ‘m'ée i
i )n T "SRR S i

GERMAN soc"iAusnw’dsK

§ Socxal Democracy 1n Ge‘manm g

un1on off1c1als, w1t
ahd other spec1allsta
Press

memBers

) X fZO na ;smnate‘

. and local bpard mem e:sLﬁ Al £

-Were am estdmated lGO,pQO‘]
‘adn

Reformism, in Germany Beg
this orlglnally ravogqtlamar
with a revigionigt tbhd‘n
and Bernstein, Thé-

The SPD was the pollﬁ;cal
the German Labour movemenb,
year ‘traditién behlndalt,w;
- left, such as the Sparfacush

very weak. ‘

da

The révolutionar} ca ive ed in th%
(and later the USPD) ndependgdt”So#la
Democratic Party (1961 oh) $1920° thid

split, the majority fcrmlngﬁthﬁ Cohmunksc
Party (KPD). because as Rosa Luxembour
put it in January 1916 "Fnght rembxns
flight; for us it is a betraya % 4 theg
masses who are floundering.: ‘#nd! puffocatin
in the stranglehold, of Schaldemann and
Legien, who have givep in.and! put’ them*
selves at the mercy of- the bouyp Q0151e.i .
One can "withdraw" from small’ s ctdandpit
conventicles. It isg noth1ng t”éhaldzﬂﬁ
"fantasy to want to 115era:e the“whole mugs " g
of the proletariat from this heav;esc add.
most dangerous yoke 6f the boﬁrgéo;sle by o
simply "withdrawing" edd gaing n ‘ahead of:j
them along the road w;th a- bravevexample
The d151ntegratlon of German sbcial .
democracy is a historidal process of the; :
largest dimension, a showdown between the -
working class and the: bourgeoisle, and .one
does not dodge to ¢ne side on this battlé=
field in dlsgust, Inioréer to bréhthe v
purer ai¥ in the cnrner under the bush‘

The SPP and the Communist‘Part
' Thus, when the centrlst mass ?Qtty —-th
USPD - emerged and broke from the: §PD ;

. (as a result of massive expulstions} th
revolutionaries remalned thhiu 1t in spid e,
of its conflnement te | a’ boum33015 pac1flstg

L 2
Wy, - T



[ that tlme'the Sp&xtacus"
000 members and it was
éars before the KPD@ founﬁ d
gcebded in~1920 in splifting
lohary base. of the USPD from
=teformxst 1eaua~uh1p. In so

wnrkxn . class, with a member-

: thouaand at the' ﬁouﬁdlng : lhhe necenslty for emsfgency g
ompared With:300,000a year laterby the éxpulsion of & amali mqap:@ﬁi
split‘ln mhe USPD, (the vast T i telatively harmless left, wxnge:?
EdL) . the SDP, as the leadershxpdgoul

P;Ngvertheless,'tﬁe sPD still remalned in : tank and flle.
”’tontral of, the. buld of the organlsed Labour" :
o?emené,{w;th 1 2 mllllon membérs in = . Slnce 1968 a new "left’ had“é'

‘»whlch is mote or lés@ idaﬂt

{

: In 1933 the fasclats destroyed the German SQudent movement. who dld not. 101
i onrkers muvement. It did pot revive, untilb byt . saw’ the revolt AE-.a. $Prlngban
1943. Afgetllgés the SPD started out agaln“theLr own careers 1nsidb the SED an.J
<ﬁﬁ th@ sameu%e1n ‘as before. w1th the! ;rtg,pratty ineffective as ah ]
Heldaiberg Prqgramme ddop ted in:1925, whe¥é. fhage no proletariap base @‘:‘3,
tiiwag dec&ared that the "contrast bétween, : 15,10 sign of any new 1éft : 3o
xplp;ters apd exploited ... was becoming With‘“ the Party.li‘$}3
: " The Party aimed to conquer
_".fo“the worklng classg, =

Of the 750 ;000 ParLy me@bef
5 to lOZ‘take part in P5¥Ex
it 11 managed to ‘persuade other activities,: mainly: arty. aﬁd,trade
79ts" vadical symbols, werds ‘unton offlclals and th& new middle class.

t it was an otganisation of the The SPD 15 b longer a, refanQ}EﬁhﬁarEy IHh
o= o - ’ 7 _+ the strLct sense of the woré, bub »b db'es i

bo Lgeoms,
the warkars

$h1p in, 1947 had alrea&y feached Labour movement, i
000 members again in the three , shop stewards' commlttaea agd @&‘u IQR ;
Hewaveh . with bureaucracv., The 1n1tlal tash af :qvmlutﬂ.

ionaries in' Western Germgny‘must

W‘the advanced seutlonsynf tha w&

!
We tern(Zones ‘andWest Berlin.

the flrsc’great defeats (qurrency reform
»” 1948. vrhe prbh:b1t1on 6f natianalisation
Foips theike ndustries andthe removal of

tharrrzghﬂs by the military governments) “represen:s their c]ass lﬂt
be membé ah;pxhad dropped to 300,000 by ’ cap1tallsm and its parrles

id. nof‘coincide with a growth

01 ] Leub to.the left of the SPD., .. .
Od the contf@fy the KPD's membership also
droppeg dramatybally, Mlth a loss of two Tk

,; perlqﬂ. whlle*the SPD lost one third.. This
'”,meant afmowt 450 000 workers- had turned
their baqu on the pclltlcal organlsatlons,

The prewar polic;es of the KPD and  the
apt1mlsbuu¢'$calinlst post-war policies in 1
Eastéqn Fugope.andEast -Germany effectively 5.
pdetertedcamy Jleft-wing split from the SPD.

«‘\\ ‘

The real defeats fot the SPD were the -
‘;electxonsvof 1953 and .1957, The CDU/CSU
. vore _Boared from 317 in 1949 to 45Z in
1953 ‘to: 50%win 1957, while the SPD vote
stagnated at'around 30%. The most important
#.'social reforms were introduced.by the CDU/
CSUKgovernmeut, while the trade unions
had great*success with ‘their ‘wages policy )
and chéﬁ 4emands such ‘as sborter worktng ; . h
y hours. ; % B ' .
y;,'
ThLS 1ed tha¢SED 1eadersh1p to a radlcal
“,changq ‘of image’, embodied in fthe programmel
“\adopted gt t@a Godesberg Conference in 1959, ..

¢ when the apparently anti= capltalltt demands ° b
i . ; . . :




