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Black Liberation Perspectives by Jack Trautman for
the Transformgtion Camcus

Black liberation is inextricably linked to the socialist revolution.
Racial oppression in America is based on capitalist exploitation. There can
be no end to black oppmession without an end to capitalism., Only socialism
provides the possibility of comdtructing a society free of tacism, a socie:y
in which blacks can live in equality.

Tiee:

The struggle for black liberation is a prerequisite for the attainment
of the socialist revolution, At present the divisions between black and
white workers are so great, black oppression is so all-pervasive and as a
consequence black distrust of whites stands so much in the forefront of black
consciousness, that unified working class revotution is impossible, Unity
of black and white workers is a prerequisite for proletarian revolution. T4
That unity can occur only on the highest possib level, on the basis of:
raising black's to full equality with white's. t!gless the bridge is made---'
unless. the working class takes up the bannner of black Mpswwsion--- there
will be no socialist revolution in Ameriif:l It is vital for both black and
white workers that that bridge be made.

Finally, there can be no bridge, no unity of the class except in the
elass struggle itself, Outside that struggle the inevitable tendency is
toward isolation and paraghialism of the various sectors of the working
class., It is the struggle itself and the conscious intervention of revolu-

ionaries in that gtruggle that tends to expose to the workers their real

fdeetts, the nature of the state, and their need to ligk up with other

sectors of the class. It is through that process of struggle and through
that process alone that new social relations can begin to take shape, atti-
tudes change and a sense of class consciousness can develop--- maaning a
conscious understanding that " the battle is one of class arrayed against
class, oppressed against oppressors, and that the only resolution to that
battle can be.the. ovetthrov of the ruling class and the end to all class ex-
ploitation. The role of revolutionaries today is to further that process
and press the necessity of a determined working class struggle for black
liberation and the socialist revolution as the only meand of accomplishing
it. .

EXPLOITERS AND OPPRESSORS

Yhat stands out foremost in black consciousness is the history and pres
sent existence of racial oppression--by all class and all political forces
wvithin vhite society. The vhole history of blacks in America is one of
shared oppression. All blacks have been common recipients of that oppres-
sion, though slavery of black workers and farmers who suffer both national
and class oppression have gotten the worst of it; and virtually all whites,
irrespective of class have participated in and benefitted in one way or
another from black oppression.

Ixploitation of black labor by ruling class whites is at the root of
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black. oppression in America. It was for thé purpose of constructing and
maintgining a social system based on the ekploitation of labor that the.
ruling .class created and dévelopéed an elgborate system of racial oppression .
that included the vicious iceology of racism..iRacist ideologies and imdt~
tutions wvere established, strengthened and extended, usually in response -
to challenges to the right or ability of the ruling class to exploit labor
It is the exploiters vho were primarily responsible for and- beneiicieriet”"’
of the system. lor was it simply a case of their having initiated a system
which then went outside their hands, It 18 true that racism.-- both ideas
and imstitutions took on a life of their own’ ‘ober vhich no one had control, -
Dut it is also true that at critical periods in American history the ruling
class has been reponsible for massive increases in the depth, character and’
extent of racist oppeession that blacks. ha?e been forced to suffer. The main
periods in vhich this process has taken place vere the enslavement period,
the revolutionary war period, the abolition movement, the Civil War-Recon-
struction period, the populist movement, and the perisd of industrial class
conflict. Following the enslavement period, during which racism was devel-
oped as an ideoclogy to legitimate the degradation of black labor, these»in—
creages vere a reaction to the threats presented to the ruling cldss' con-
trolbver labor for the purpose of countering attacks on the exploiters'
right o ability :to carry out exploitation, They were instituted specifi-
cally for the purpose of either suppressing the blacks or of doing that -’ :
and in addition of diwiding the work force and thereby deorading both black “f
and vhite labor. In either case these attacks on black people also cenﬂe& e
to involve an atteck on vhite workers and farmers as well, and insofar as
§hey were successful, to degrade the latter and to worsen their standard of
1v1ng.,

i . i -

- The: historic significance of all.of these efforts is not only'that the B
ruling class #s primarily responsible for the creation, maintenance and ex-
tension of racist oppression; not. only that it derives the greatest bene- . :
fits from that oppression. It is also that the racial haetilities which
have come to divide the working class are a crucial tool in its efforts to.
maintain itself as the ruling class. Thus, although they might make ges-
tures to alleviate the racist oppression blacks face when confronted with
a militant mass movement, they are fundamentally committed to its mainten- .
ance, That is so particularly in times of class upheaval when the neces-
sity to prevent class unity becomes all the more crucial to them.

\hite workers have had a contradictory relation to blacks. They hnve .
been both oppressors of blacks and opponents of their: oppression. Heither -
of these sontradictory actions was simply a mistake ot error; they Both .
follov from the relation of vhite workers ta cxploitation. :

-
Y

r The tendency toward intra-class conflict is one of vhich Harx ‘\ias
: avare, He knew that & competitive social system like capitalism not only
| tended to set class againgt class, but to set individuals against indivé-

‘ duals in a continual battle for jobs, prestige, income, ets. As he put it
l
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in one place: '"The seperate individuals form a class only &n so far as they
have to carry on a common battle against another class; otherwise they are
on hostile terms.with each other as competitors." (The German Ideology,
Pp: 48-9) And just as ‘capitalism provides the material basis for pitting

~ sinddvidual. “workeks: .: against each other, so it also provides
the basis for pitting entire sections of the vorking class against each
other. .Thus, the racism of the white working class is not simply the result
of racist educatiom or ruling class ideology. It is that; but it also res
flects an awareness of real benefits gained by it. The existence of these
benefits and of the awareness of them on the part of the vwhite working class
tends-to inhibit class struggle on the part of vhite vorkers, which is the
aim of the ruling class. . e

But what is also tnue-and is usually lost sight of is that white wor- .
kers have and fight for these benefits as a way of alleviating their ex-
ploitation in a social and economic system hased on exploitation. Decause
capitalism tends to maintain a pool of unemployed the job security of all
workérs is threatened to varying degrees. One response of white workers has
been to protect their jobs by artificially 'restricting competition for the
available jobs. Im this context racial restrictions and the racism which
was developed to defend the very system of exploitation against which they
are fighting are quite. naturally adopted

Racist practices shield white workers from fears of unemploymemt and
lay-offs because the disproportionate burden of these is carried by the black
vorking class. Last hired and first fired for blacks means greater job sec-
urity for whites. Similarly, within the plants racism means that vhites get
the better and easier jobs; the skilled trades, whether in craft or indus~‘
trial unions are still overwhelmlnnly vhite.

Furthermore; the ideology of the society maintains that people get just
rewards for their ability and efforts.. A person's measure, then, becomes
how high hé or she has ascended in the social scale. Uorkers and lower ‘class
people generally are able to derive satisfaction from knowing that they are
not on the bottom, that there are people below them. Thus, racism serves
the purpose of providing white workers with a perverted sense of worth and
dignity in a society that othervise denies that sénse to them.

. ALl of this means that because of racism there is an artificial féoor
which keeps whites as a group from sinking to the bottom and prevents
blacks as a group from rising. Dut the divisions between blacks and whites
have kipt the bottom for both .of them dower thah it might bave otherwise
been. Insofar as white workers have tended to accept the struéture as a-
given(or felt:no alternative possible), or vere satisfied with it they have
tended to act in a racist way. Furthermore, because of the more direct con-
trol that lower:class whites had with blacks, particularly after slavery;
and because of the more direct threat that blakks represented to the pres-
tige and economic well-being of the lower class whites; and of the more di-
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rect and apparent gain to the lower class whites of racist ideology and
practices, relations between the two were particularly explosive and tine
ged with deep and bitter hatreds.

At the s me time there has been an important counter-tendency rﬁnning'
through American’ h4story. Capitalism pits individuals against one another .
in a’ continual war of each against all, with each person and group attemp~ .
ting to do {ts best within the exploitative system, Capitalism also tends:
to unite all workers in a struggle against exploitation. When white wor-
kers have fought their exploitation -- whether by attacking the exploita-
tive system as a whole, or partially by attempting to change the terms of
exploitation -- they. have tended to see the necessity to reach out to
blacks. ,

Thus~it was only those white workers who did not take a craft but ra-
ther a class point of view, who opposed the whole system of wage slavery,
that also opposed thL: slave system add ‘févored black emancipation. Organ-
imationally, this tendency was manifesteéd in varying degrees in the Nation-
al Labor Union which fell apart shortly after it was formed, the Knights of
Labor, the IWW and the CIO. 1In particular the last three organizations
found it necessary to take up questions of black oppression that went beyond
‘trade union questions or those pertaining directl; to work.

. Thus, for example, The Freeman, a black paper in New York City, repor-
ted in 1886:"The Knights  of Labor in session at Richmond (Va.) at their
opening session last Monday took Southern prejudice, arrogance and intoler-
ance by the throat and gave it the most furious shaking it has had since
the war." What caused the remarks was that a New York delegation which had
one black miner was refused entr2--e irto a local hotel. All the delegates
then determined to stay with black families, stating "...they would only go.
where their colored brother was admitted on the same footing " (Danmn, The
Black Press, p. 222) LB 4

Acts such as these which began to address themselVves to the broader
aspects of black oppr-ssiocn were both forced upon the white workees by the
blacks as the price for black cooperation, and they were an expression of
the ideologicil commitment of the more conscious sections of the working
class to black equality. In fact, for all:its vacillations it has been
through the agency of working class struggle against exploitation that the
gteatest advanreo ag2inst black oppression have been made.

v Althoagh rhese movements were able to register real gains for blacks
theyVere ultimately either thoroughly defeated, or only able to make small
(though sigw*ficavt) inroads for thé working class. The basic system of ex~
ploitation remained intact, and the momentum of the movements broke down,
As a consequence the basic fact of a’brutal system of wxploitation within
which each individual and group was thrown on its own resouncés remained.
The political significance of these facts was that, the movements to the
contrary notwithstanding, the dominant tendency in American history among
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white;éotkéfé in their relations with blacks has been racism and racist op~
pression, -

It was the derailing of the last of these movements -- the CIO-- that
set the stage for the current situation. The CIC made real gains for blacks,
Dut the movement. very quickly began to be tamed under the wartime regime. It
rapidly stopped béing a crusading movement vhich promised skgnificant social
transformations; its leaders, under the guise of a national emergenuy entered.
govennndhtroonbnbl ‘boards and forbade strlkes, etc.

As the economy tightened during war production, a few blacks were upgra-~
ded to fill vacancies. The frequent response of vhite workers was to strike
in opposition to this change. The employers sought to break the strikes and
frequently took the opportunity to blacklist strikers, a practice: ‘with which
the trade union officials ot times cooperated. Few union leaders made any
positive efforts to get blacks in (in auto they only began going into the
plants in’darge numbers in.the mid 1960's; there are still virtually no
blacks in the skilled trades) or to win vwhite workers over to support for
upgrading blacks. (For the union leaders and for the Communist Party such.
an effort was not possible, given that they were supporting the staﬂus quo).

The result of the failure of the CIO to go beyong trade unlonism was
its inability fundamentally to alter racial politics in America. The.post-
war period saw 8 working class conservatized by prosperity and disillusioned
by Stalinism. 'The result was the acceptance tof the status quo, the return
to the ~dog-eat- dog wxistence under capitalism which, as argued, promotes
racist tendencies among ‘white workers: racism. became again the dominant cur-
rent within the American working class, i '

"The problems created by this history were only compounded by the actions
of the mgst conucious sections of the working class, the revolutionary soci-
alists, : : o 55 S g m . S

The attitude of even the revolutionaries within the Socialist Party was
quite simple -- and thoroughly inadequate. Blacks were merely workers. The .
black question was only a labor question and the solution to black oppres-
sion was synonymous with the solution to class exploitation. "In fact, ‘the
socialist movement considered any special appeal to black people as contrary
to the spirit of socialism. Debs, the best of that tradition stated: '...
there is no llegro question outside of the labor question -- the working
class struggle. Our position as socialists and as a party is perfectly
plain., We have simply to say: 'The class struggle is colorless,' The capi-
talists, white black and all other shades, are on one side and the workers,
white, black and all other colors, on the other side.” (Eugene Debs Speaks,
p. 93) ‘ o

* As should be obvious, this attitude at best disarmed theé socialists
and made ible for Efiem to comeito grips with the totality of black

oppression, or to develop the strategy thet could develop a united class
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movement, A it failed s stematically to campaign agianst either
racist op ression or racigt ideology. Y 5 Teehsm— rampant,
mcy. —_— —

A

The eommunist Party had a better position on blacks, having been in-
structed by the Cummunist International to' adopt ‘the Bolshevik method toward:
oppressed nationalities to blacks. ‘But the ‘Stdlinized party was .no more
capable of carrying through ‘this line with integrity than it was''any .other,
The line toward blacks shifted and changed according to the needs of the
Russien bureaucracy just as it did tovard the whole of the working class,
The result was that a whole generation of black workers and intellectuals -
became disillusioned and cynica not only tovard Stalinism, but towurd rev-
olutionary socialism, with which they 1dentified €ommunism,. : S

C.L.R, James- recounts the st'ﬁy of" how George Padmore, the highest
black official in the Comintexn broke with the Stalinists when they. announced
their .popular front line in 1935 "PAnd George told ‘me that they had now €3%. °
told ﬁ!igghat they were going to make friends with the democratic imperials'
ists, Britain, France, and the United States, and that future pro-Negro prop=
aganda should be directed against Germany, Japan and Italy, and played quite
softly‘in regard to .the ‘'democracies'. Padmore said, 'But that is impossi-
ble.' ‘He said, 'Germany and Japan have no colonies in Africa,, so how'can I
say that the Hegroes:in:Africa must-be:emancipated, but they‘éﬁie friends in’
the democratic imperielists of France.and England?’ They say, ‘Hell, that
is the line.' He aaid, 'Well, that may be your line, but that is a meas'
and packed up and 1eft." (Radical America, Vol, II #4, 1963, p. 25)

" For all their failings the revolutionaries generally fought most con-
aciously ‘and consistently against the oppression of black people. Unfortu-
nately, their consciousness on this question was backwards: The overall im-
pact of these experiences could only serve to deepen the antagonisms and dis-
trust that divided black and white workers, and to carry any hopes of biack-
white unity' even further from realization. The result waa defeat for the
working clasg, victory . £for the ruling class. Acciptance by white workers
of racist. ideology and Lﬁxlure to appeal to blacks for class unity meant
worse 1living and working conditions for all workers, as well as the inexcu-‘-
sable history of miséry_for black peopte.

Al OPPRESSBD NTTIOHAL uINORITY

It is this history of racist: oppression which has Welded black people
into an, oppqessed national minority. BDlacks were marked by their color, and
that color made it possible to develop a whole ideology of racial inferior-
ity. In its most developed form that ideology even proclaimed that black
people were a digtinct species from vhites. This notion helped to legiti-
mize .the. continued enslavement ‘of blacks, and the slavery experience itself
served. to reinforce the idea and to further stigmatize blacks. Their color .
made assimilation impossible and thue has forced blacks into'an historic
condition of continuing oppression which canonly end by ending the condi-
tions that gave rise to it: the racist capitalist system. Thus, black peo-
ple have been shoved into the position of being a permanent racial minority.
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- For political purposes the m~arins of this experience is fundamentally
the same 'as that of an oppressed national minority. The shared experience
of all blacks of raist oppression and the shared participation of all clas~
ses of whites in ‘that oppressioa creatéd the basis for blacks.to view them-
selves as a distinéﬁ people set apat't -and in opposition te-another people:
the white ‘racist oppressors, Théy share:a consciousness and an experience
not fundamentally different from: that ofithe irish:in relation to the Drit-
ish, or theé’Polés in relation-to the:Russians, Their history is completely
dlfferent from- and runs in oppositeodirections from that of mbhe rest of

Amerieans. . -.“

It has been through 2 contirual effort to end 2hd overcome their racist
oppression that biacks have created a palitical history -- « history that
has made th~a the vanguard and most militant fighters of many progressive P~
social movements in this country. - Sh f e e ..

"Unlike the general tendency that Lenzn observed for Americato ‘grind
down' nations’ ¢ad create: 2 homogenous society, .the appoui*e tendency occured
among blacks. They did not arrive ir this country with a group identity;
their deparate individual cultures were purposely broker up to prevent con-
‘certed action. What took piace was the welding of the black groups together
in opposition to the white oppressois:. beginn*ng with.slaverv was the process
of building a sulture and consclousness. = w1 .

' That process built apon rertaih basics that pe;vaded African culcure (ln
mueh the same y that it is-possible to:speal of European sulture). It was
vhtended in the post sleve*y p: sriod ‘fn which many: of the earlier forms. of
oppression and repression vere retainad. As blacks moved into the more emn-
tral sections of the econcmy thay had totally different experiences from the
immigrant ethnic groups, For the 1-*+e~ the ghettoes served as way stations
on the read to acculturation and assimmilation. But, for biacks they:are
petmanent fixtures into which they are forced. Tremendous struggles are re-
quired either to get token ‘sections out of the ghei:to or to ﬁxpand the ghetto
itself and thetee; at ICnuL cese somn of the con°est10n. ) s

Blacks in America hava goae through 2 whole sbt of historical experi-
ences during the past Lhree and ‘one- half centurkes which Hhve created-a na-
tional seif-consciousnessn "Thé black community has its base in and is-funda-
mentally ¢reated by thé racist oppression * blackes. face. and their resistence
to it. It is necessary to begin Wluh that upderstanding.

1n‘the Hor;n blmcks are: usuallj forceu into ghettoes,because they cannot

move'wherever ‘thev went, - In Chicago baack: migrestion octside the, ghetto, is
met with’a-wall of fire bombs. - Public housi..g is rverwhplmingly black be-"
~cause whites refuse to live in intergrated housing..(except ‘for the liberal
middle class). The resulting tremendous overcrowding and high rents for
worse facilities are the result of the fact that the white community in its
entirety -<:state realtors,.bankers, building coniractors,, bourgeoisie,
-middle class and:working class: --~do not want to live w1fh blacks and force
wblacks to 1ive iv,ghetto=s.‘ . . .
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In the ghettoes blacks receive an inferior education in the schools
with less spent per pupil for racist reasons, with an education taught by
racist teachers. They face an occupying foreign army, the police force,
which sélf-consciously represents. white people, which lives outside black
communities, which oppresses blacks in ways entirely different fpom the
oppression of white working people. Black people face a welfare system
designed to demean them, to split up their families, and to put themiin a
subserviant position fitting to the white conception of black subservience.

- In the economy blacks still participate to an extent in a separate,
racist labor market with a job ¢eiling to it. They often do not get jobs
in the same way, are not eligible for the same jabs, enter different job
channels, are barred in reality if not inllaw from the hgghest, best pay-
ing, most prestigious jobs. BEven when the economy expands blacks do not
get their due share of the new jobs, but they do get twice their share of
unemployment,

i hat black people are forced to cope with are not simply overtly racist

“'acts of discrimination and oppression, though there are plenty of those. .
They also face what the black movement of the 1960's called institutional
racism, Independently of indivifual racist ideas and actions, the economy
“‘and social, political and cultural institutions function so as to specially
oppress black people. Given the widespread wxistence of racist attitudes
in America today and the position of blacks at the bottom of the ‘society,
racism is built into the very marrow of the bones of this society and this
fact is graphically ‘demonstrated in any number . of ways.

Faléolm X provides us with examples of this phenomenon in his autobiog~
raphy: the social workers who destroyed his family and who were partially
responsible for driving his mother insane did not necessarily do so because
they were "evil'' or self-consciously seeking to maintain black subordina-’
tion., The pnrsuance of their own cultural values, which they not only
assumed to be superior but saw as the only possible arrangement led them
constantly to pressure Malcolm's mother. ''The monthly welfare check was
" ‘their wpass' says Malcolm X, the kay which gave them the power to enforce
their will and to demean his mother, and ultimately to drive her insane,

Similarly, the teacher who told Malcolm to forsake his plans to be a
iaﬁyer ("....you've got to be realistic about being a nigger. A lawyer --
that's no realistic goal for a nigger. You need to think about something
you can be.") was not only expressing his racism, He was also expressing
his view of the overwhelming reality of the society. One must either accept
that reality or attempt to smash through it.

"The very nature of the institutions encourages racist attitudes and
behavion, and makes it fifficult to resist them. For example, teaching in a
ghetto school tends to foster racist attitudes, even among 'idealists’”, The
individual teacher who accepts the framework of the educational system, does
not oppose it, and therby ends up taking responsibility for it is pressed in
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a tacist direction even if the school administration does not 1ntentiona11y
foster racism.

Moreover, the results of past generations of raeiam makes the 1nstitu-
tions function in a racist manner as well. Thus, blacks have been for wears
systemeticaily Kept ‘out of the ‘job market. . As a result, when lay-offs take
place, becausé blacks have low seniority.they tend to get laid off first.
Thus the éoonomy, in 1ts normal ups and iowns is racist (to take one erample),

The ‘machine’ grinds on' 1n such a»WQy as . systematically to degrade and
oppress black people and to Maintain-thati degradation and.oppression.. As a
..result, black workers bear the same relationship to white workers that Lenin
spoke of in comparing the workers of the oppressor and oppressed nations.

. "Economicallx, ‘the difference 13 that sections of the work;ng cless in
. the oppressor natl ons receive crumbs from .the superﬁrgfit the. bourgeoisie
of the nations’ tbtains by ‘extra exploitation of the woekers of ‘the oppressed
netionsf Besides, economic statistics show that here a larger percentage of
the workers becoime 'straw bosses' than:is the case in the oppressed nations,
a larger percentage rise to the labor eristocracx. That is a fact. To &
,_certain degree the workers of the oppressor nations are partners -of their
;gg “bourgeoisie in plundering the workers ( and the.mass of the population)
of the oppressed nations. .. ... .
]' St vpoliedcally, - the: differenceuls that, compared ‘with the workies of ‘the
o "'pﬁessed nations, they occupy 8 priveleged position’ in many spheres of po-
'uu&h life. it
“#1deologically, or sptritually, ‘the difference is that they' are teught,
at sehoai and in life, disdain and contempt for the workers of the oppressed
nagoona‘" (Lenin: YA caxicature of Marxism and Imperialist nconomism“ -Works,
T WORARIYr Lifany iy Sk D T e Nagne wiig
“J*:'.: "*‘ . 4 \,“'A" & cremaed S v
The black response has been two-fold. on'the onée hand & history bf her-
"“iofe ‘resistance’punictuated: by frequent angry outbursts of amss upheaval; on
“ the other h&nd' the: creetion of a network of closely-knit relations that cre-
_ ?fed’d‘solid community even. iu the. urban ghettoes. ' I :
i Ilpebially 1mpurtant in this regard is the black ehureh wﬁich has
never had the same function in the black community as it hys in white society.
, The church has always been and remains to day at the center of the black com~
} uunity. To'a signifitant wxtent social ‘life revolves around it, It has
htstorically béen: and remains today one of the few bleck 1nstitutions thor-
" oughly controlled by -the black: community, and as such at legst some ehurch
; leaders have been continually involved in resistanee.

The Vvery material ‘basis: for ‘the popularity of . black cepitiiism derives
fiom the ¢ohesiveness: of:-the bla¢k community. Success. in. this society de-
., rkves from success in capitalist enerpriéses. Poor blacks often feel an obli-
" gation to strengtheu black capitalists,: their people, as part of the sucess
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Of the black community.iNotejudbpthat they should succeed in the white com-
miénity but develop their own economy.

Because black esulture is largely a sulture of re&istance to oppression,
organizations of resistance have had a wide currency in the black community
and have tended to help knit that community together. The ideology of
“soul" which expresses a common experience of oppression and the efforts to
surmount that oppression is one conscious formulation of the apathy that
blacks feel for (and often act out toward) one another,

Moreover, the history of black people has been characterized by increag-
sing self-consciousness. As their power in the society increases, and as
they come more into the center of the society both geographically and eco-
nomically their sense of national oppression does not decrease. Rather,
their consciousness of their racial oppression and their resentment against
it become greater, not less. 'And it has been and will be precisely in the
periods of the greatest social tumnlt that black consciousness will come' to

the fore.

The result of all of this has been to weld blacks into an oppressed na-
tional minority. 1In any but a mechanical sense, black people possess most
of the characteristics of a nation (though not a nation state). Specifical-
ly, they have a separate and distinct culture, common traditions, a commumity
and a self-consciousness of themselves as members of a distinct Beogle set
apart from the rest of society, as well as an awareness of their common
.plight, as distinguished from the rest of the society. All of this is based
upon objective conditions which created: these phenomena and continue to re-
inforce them: the all-pervasive, all-inclusive, living reality of racist op-
pression which no black person can escape in this society.

Does this mean that blacks are a fully finished -nation? No. They are
not, Lacking a common, separate territory and a separate economy they are
not a nation (and certainly not a nation state), but an oppressed national
minority. Moreover, because of the lack of these important characteristics
the tendency is not toward becoming.a finished nation, though that possibil-
ity is by no means excluded, including their taking territory.

DuBois described the situation as one of two warring souls: 'One feels
his twoness -- an American, a Hegro; two souls, two thoughts, two unrecon-
ciled strivings . . ." (Souls of Black Folk, p. 17). The sentiment was
echoed in harsher tomnes by lialcolm X: "Being born here in America doesn't
make you an American . . . No, I'm not an American. I'm one of the twenty-
two million black people who are the victims of Americanism . . . And I
see America through the eyes of the victim," (Malcolm X Speaks, p. 26).

The question of which direction for blacks is as yet unresolved. But
the fact that national self-assertion and even nationalism is not today in
the forefront of black struggle is not necessarily a happy circumstance.
It reflects, as much as anything else, the current backward state of the
whole black movement. As Trotsky put it: "When today the Negroes do not
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' démand §elf-détermifintion that is. naturally for the same reason that the
vhite workers do sot yet advance ‘the slogan of the prolethian dictatorship.
The Negrq has not yet got it into his poor black head that he dares to carve
out “for’ himself "a pieee -of the great amd ‘mighty States, But the white wor-
_kers must meet ‘the: Negroes hdlfway and-say.to them: ' 't/hen you wang:to sepa-
‘:,rate you'will haVe dur support " (On: Black Nationalism, pp. 17-18)

e ,As ‘the’ class stfuggle intensifies black consciousness will not collapse
'into a generalized class coiisciousness .-- ‘not should socialists urge it to
';do go. " Rather, ‘blacks will make:the greatest demands in those. periods upon
"“the ‘seciety in gereral and upon white workers in particular. Revolutionary
socialists should encourage and support hhis healthy tendency, and lead it
because it provides the only rossible basis upon wvhich the white e workers can

-'ibe forced to ‘confront bliack oppression: in all its. dimensions even if doing so

_”initially intensifies racial hostility." It provides tte only possibility of
constricting an understanding ameng 'white workérs of the necessity for the
complete liberation of black people;and thus .for attatding the unity between
_ hlack and white workers which is'a; prerequisite-for ‘the socialist revolution,

" In the long run vwhat determines the outcome’ is- the actions of the whites.

To the extent to which black bpbtesklon continues, Or increases, the likeli-
hood of the historzc Option of "separatism belng taken incréases. To the ex-

: tent that white workers adopt” a 'position of championing black.interests as

.. part of a‘class-conscious strategy, and ‘thereby- present a real solution to
.fblack oppresﬁion this alternatlve 1s likely to -be avoided .

A SUPER-EXPLOITED SECTION OF THE‘WORKING‘CLASS

i Black workers face a sual :;:rcssion. ‘They ‘share the national oppres-
sion th which all blacks are subjéct, but ‘that:opp¥ession is compounded and
intensified by their class oppression:as’ workers. : They are a part. of.the
workfng class but because of their national ‘oppression their -class experiences
are qualitatibely worse than those of their fellow workers. Not only do they
face prejudices, discrimination degradation dnd -thedeprivation of their

_rfghts, but poverty, poor health ‘and -huge unemployment rates as weitl. Not only

do they suffer the ‘speed-up, unsafe working conditdons, and the political po-

werlessness of their class, but their oppression :as:a geople means they are
_the least likely to get jobs, and when thgy do get them they get the worst,
- and 'they “are the most fvozen out .of the political :system, . It is the oppres-
-+ 'sion-of blacks as & people that: forces black workers :to.sell their labor power
f;;-atdless than its yalue as a commodity, 1 e., foroes then- to, be.superoexplol-
' te % Y

SR 1."2,' s

It is their*dual oppression; coﬁbined with 6he£r social weight inside
the, black community and inside the working class that makes bddck workers

into &1 key agency for the black liberation struggle and for the socialist
revolution.f L EELRNE I i _ :

S e g

| "xl. 5 e, "’ """‘ S V’: ‘---".'\;at.’
The “social weight of blaek woﬂkers is ‘even greatet 1n the black commnn-
ity than' is the wéight of the working class in American cociety as a whole,
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The black petty-bpurgeoisie is quite small (though it has grown substantially
:.over the decades) and the bourgeoisie is almost non-existent. Their own inde-
pendent strength is correspondingly small. -

As a result of the overwhelming dominance of the working class in the
black community the locus of struggle for black liberation has an inevit-
able tendency to move to the working class. That was the direction of the
black movement of the 1960's before it crumbled. The League of Revolutionary
Black Workers, which tas born out of the Detroit indurrection was the most
signifiaant organizational manifestation of this tendency. It was Martin
Luther King's recognition of this tendency that led him to lend his active
support to striking sanitatién workers in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was

murdered.

Moreover, the black petty-bourgeoisie can be won to support for working
class leadership precisely because it has a shallow base and is not, in most
cases, based on the exploitation of black labor, and because its existence
depends on the ecomonic health of the black community. It can be so wom when
the working class presents itself as a viable leadership with a program
for solving the social crisis (which is only beginning to emerge) and when it
demonstrates the determination to carry through its porgram against all
opponents. This is true of the petty bourgeoisie in general; it is even truer
that the black petty bourgeoisie can be won over to the leadership of the
working class because socialism opems the door to liberation from racist
oppression. When glimpses of that liberation were presented by the social
dynamism of the CIO movement many petty bourgeois leadexrs and institutions
rallied behind i1t. The ITAACP and many black leaders who played a significant
role in encouraging black workers to join the movement.

In previous working class upsurges blacks were on the fringes of the
economy, both in their geographical concentration. and in the jobs they occup-
ied, Today, because of their changed geographical and -occupational concentra-
tion, blacks are more powerful than they have ever before been.

They are concéntrated in the cities, the political, economic and

" cultural centers. One third of the whole black ppputation of 22 million
is concentrated in the 15 major cities, More and more, central cities are
coming to have black majorities.

During the 1960's blacks began moving in large munbers into the basic
production industries: auto, steel, packinghouse, electrical. They constitute
significant percentages of the work forces of those industries. In many’
places they are majorities, even huge majorities of plants; elsewhere,
they often oonstitute large majorities. Moreover, among civil service workers,
teachers and other public emoloyees, blacks are a large part of the work
force. ‘ ‘ : ' : .

In the CIO upheavals white workers were forced to take into accoﬁnt
the needs and desires of black workers. Their failure to do so in previous
occasions had led to disastrous defeasts, most notably in:the great 1919
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steel strike\and che lesson .of those defeats had been learned. Dnfor-
tunately, eVen in this-velatively favorable situation black workers "did
not put forward and demand.of the whole working class a program to end
all aspects of the national oppression of blacks. Mor was the labor .-
movement likely to develop such a program independently of blacks advancing

it.

Today, in their far moye powerful position, with their heightened conscious-
ness due: to the black struggles of the 1960's, it can be expected that blacks
will be unwilling to compBomise on black questions and that they will be:-
unwilling to limit their concerns to the job., Rather, as the class struggle
intensifies, they will advance and demand support for a program to end the
national oppression of blacks. .

Black workers, with their strategic situation in production and services,
.are capable of fighting for community needs, such as housing, by using their
organized power as workers. They can more effectively defend the black
community, both by builBling workers' militias and by carrying out job actions
and strikes that threaten the power of the corporations and government to
- keep things running. Such actions, of course, require; political organizatiom,

Dlack workers can, should and must take the lead in the struggles

- against national oppression. Tiiey are the only class capablz of leading that
struggle uncompromisingly, and of enlisting the active aid of white workers

* in order to carry through that struggle ta its completion -- i.e., through

- the socialist revolution.

‘White workers can be won to those struggles through the the class strggg
because no movement ofinthe working class can get anywhere “unless it comes
to terms with black needs and demands, and because the dynamic of that ‘struggle
tends to raise their consciousness, tends to create a class consciousness: that
overrides the racist consciousness, particulafly if there are revolutionaries
there to draw the lessons. In the class struggle white workers are forced to
work with black workers, to recognize them as allies and to understand the
need for their support. Dut black support doesn't come free. Its price
is the espousal by the whlte workers of the cause of black liberatiom.

Furthermore, blacks .ate in the position to be the vanguard of the workers
struggle and in doing 0 to direct &.. toward black liberation.

‘Black workers, feel bcth their oppresiion as bdacks and, as part of
the American working class feel their oppression as workers most intensely.
Because of their advanced social and political consciousness, they are in
& position to articulaté the needs of the whole working class, and to taker:
the leadership of the working class st®¥uggle. They must do so, welding.: -
the struggles together and building a united movement committed to black
liberation and the socialist revolution 2s the only way to attain it, committ-
ed tz the socialist revolution and black liberation as the only way to.
reac it '

The necessity is to win black workers to an understanding of their taslk;
for that a strategy is required.
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THE RIGHI TO SEL¥ DETERMINALLON SisiisiGy

"The worst crime on the part of revolutionaries would be to give
the smallest concessions to the privileges and prejudices of the whites.
Whoever gives his little finger to the devil of chauvinism is.lost."
(Trotesky, On Black Nationalism, pp. 62-63)

%, . .if the white man doesn't want us to be anti-him; let him
stop opptessing and exploitating and degrading us."” (Malcolm X Speaks,
P, 25) NI a

Given the history of black oppression in Amerioe;séhe role of the working
class and the revolutionary left is the struggle against that oppression,
and the consciousness of blacks regarding that history, the porblems that face

" revolutionaries are the same as those which have historically divided workers

" of the oppressed and oppressor nations.. White workers and the. revolutionary
. left have an enoumous historical legacy to overcome in order to attain working
, clasa unity. v’~j .

It is that history and its continuation into che present which create
the nationalist tendencies among blacks. Consciousness of that history
is, if anything, exsggerated by the absence for the past thirty years of
-a working class movement fighting agadinst racist oppression and ideology.
Seeing whites -- all classes of whites -- as their oppressors, a natural
tendency is to opt for a political strategy, nationalism, that encourages
reliance solely upon blacks, and on all bdAcks. at that, and that sets them
in struggle against all whites. Various expressions of that strategy have
included tendenciés toward separatism, pan-Africanism, black capitalism,
‘or other éfforts to carve out a black colony; or black ‘exclusiveness'
toward whites -- the belief thot 7415 white workers who are the real:
enemy or the refusal to act in class solidarity with white workers or to
appeal to whites to j01n blacks in a class scruggle and in the struggle
against racism, :

8 by s d VEEY % 5 oo E

 All of these are unacceptable to us. They are uCOpian and/or reac-
tionary, or simply thoroughly inadequate, and we must say so to blacks.
These nationalist strategies and ideologies compete with the point of view
that blacks can and should lead and ally -themselves with white workers.
They are counterposed to our perspective of black workers leading in the
class struggle and winning white workers to support for black liberation.
At the same time we recognize that nationalism has an important progressive

":féhh%acter: it is and has beén the vehicle in which black struggle against

_ oppression has been carried ‘out, the healthy bdack rage against oppressiom
""" has beenrcarried out, the healthy black rage against their oppressors express-
ed and black pride developed AR .
!1

Our task is to devise.a strategy which can break blacks ﬁrom chose
nationalist tendencies and can win-them to a class approach. It must be
a strategy which can unite blacks and whites on the basis of full equality,
”on a basis that does not, in any way seek to maintain the subordination of

R TP
RIRENTE
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C blacks ‘to whites, Any such stritegy must; as-Malcolm X stated, "see
', America through ‘the ' eyes of the victinm" :and-address. itself. ‘to the 1ssue of
“black oppression in such’a way as to.guarantee.to blacks that any movement
of the working class will take the issue of black liberation as serlously
as. do blacks themselves.
: P | CoNe e,

, The apprbpr:late stsrting point for :any sueh strategy must be that develop-
ed by’ Lenin for overcoming the divisions between the:Great. Russian, workers
and workers ¢ the Ukraine, Poland, Georgis;: Armenia: and -all. the other na-
tionalities imprisonéd withinl the Russian ‘empire. .. That. strategy of the right

.  of. nat:l.ons to self-determitfation was ‘d@rticulated by Lenin in dozens oﬁ works.
) Briefly, the main points of that stﬁategy are as follows,. S o .

It was necessary to break vorkers of the opptessor nation from their
nationalism and win them to slgpport for the national struggles of the op-
pressed nation., That ‘would them makéd it possibIe to wia the workers of the
c9ppressed nation away ft‘om their nationalism ahd from: their .ovm bourgeois

X oppressors. : o i ) -, v : .r‘_'-;')_‘.' 2 & R ‘(.__.,4.
b H wtd " BEHREE I 2. 2 Y
. The problem 1§ that the oppression of wotkers of’ the oppreésed nat:lon
is. both national and tlass. The beurgeosie of :theioppressed: nation: ptts
forward a program’ of struggle along national lifles tosend:their: oppresuon,
a progrsm which would permit it tb become the exploite..uz rofcdtss wonklng class,
...... .3,\".}.‘ ot G -
Insofar as the’ working ‘cldss of: the oppressor nati.on benefits.: from '
. and participates in the national oppression, appeals to the working class
of the oppressed ‘nation to’ reJect nationalism and to-d@dopk;ssorking class
internationalism ‘will ring very hollow. But, insofari as -the working class
% _of the oppressor fiation breaks with its bourgeoisie and sle&rly and, forth-
rightly support’s the national rights and struggles of the oppredsed .nation
against its own bourgeoi.sie (that of the oppressor natioem) it po:Lnts oyt
to the working class of the oppressed mation that it has ‘international :allies
and that its emeny is not the oppressor nation but: theuinteraational bour-
. geoisie. Under those circumstances the working class of the oppressor nation
then has the ’,;}i’g’ht -and - the ‘eredibility 'to.say, .'you. .shouldn't do 'that'
but rather 'this'. You shouldn't ‘befor;unity with your: inational bourgeoi-
sie but rather for- unity with us -- overthrow your bqurgeoisie." But without
having proven oneself such statements are the statements of an- enemy

It is impo':tantcto- no%e- that Lenin 8 palicy ves to win the working
class of the oppressor-nation to internationalism as a way of wlnningv i
the vorking clags of the oppressed nation. That was because the nationalism
~ of the oppressed nation wés based on that:of the oppressor nation and not
vice-versa. Unlike the nationalism of t’he oppressor nation, thst of the

 *Note: THe strategy it presented here in suxmnary form, for a more complete
exposition see the Trautman 'I}l’ack L:l.bera*'ion" ’document in Bulleti.n # 36,
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oppressed nation was based on its perceiving-a unified national oppressor
-~ the working class of the oppressor nation being implicated in its national
oppression. This can only be hroken through by ending that unified national
oppression. ‘ c . i

Furthermore, the nationalism of the oppressor nation is only reaction-
ary: it is the fight for priveleges, for the right to subject other peoples.
For workers of the oppressor nation it is the fight to participate in the spoils
that come from the oppressed nation. But the nationalism of the oppressed
nation has a dual character. ‘It -has a reactionary character, as do all
nationalisms. But it is also a vehicle for struggle agaimst oppression, dur-
ing the struggle against national oppression, even when the socialist revolu-
tion is imminent or taking place this progressive role is its dominant and
overriding characteristic.

The recognition of this distinction which was the basis of Lenin's
policy is vital, Trotsky maltle it clear that it applied even in regards to
Spain in 1931 when a revolutionary situation existed: "At the present s§age
of developments, with the given combination of class forces, Catalan nation-
alism is a progressive revoluthonary factor; Spanish nationalism is a
reactionary imperialist factor., The Spanish Communist who does not under-
sgand this difference, ignores it, does not advance it to the fromt rank,
but on the codtrary comers up its significance risks becoming an unconScious
agent of the Spanish bourgeoisie and being lost to the cause of the pro-
letarian revolution." (The Spanish Revolution, p. 110)

_ " Vhat follows from this analysis is that the working class. of the oppressor
‘nation, including the right of self-determination, the right to secede. For
theft not to do so would be to. put themselves in the camp of the oppressors,

and to drive those workers into the hands of their own national bourgeoisie.
On the ‘other hand, if they do it it means that they are rejecting any bene-
fits garnéred off the backs of others and have placed themselves firmly inm

the camp of the opprexsed . :

. It means further that they have the credibilitj to politically urge the
working class of the oppressed nation tobreak from their nationalism and to

- adopt a class approach. In order to do this, however, their support must

be unconditional (but not, of course, uncritical). Otherwise the old
chauvinist relation is maintained: that is, whites say to blacks, "we support
your struggle only when you struggle over what we think you should be sttuggling
~ for." Once again, as Trotsky said in regards to Spain:

“"What is the danger of petty bourgeois national {llusions? That
* they are capable of dismembering the proletariat of Spain along
national lines, which is a very serious danger. But the Spanish
communists can successfully fight against this danger in dnly one way:
by pitiless}y denouncing the violence of the bourgeoisie of the ruling
nation and in that way winning the confidence of the proletariat of the
oppressed nationality. Any other policy would be tantamount to supporting
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the reactionary nationalism of the imperialist ‘bourgeoisie of the ruling
. nation against the revolutionafy democratic nationalism of the petty bour-
geoisie of an oppressed nation." (Ibid) :

;g The main outlines of this stnategy for buillting a united class movement
are directly applicable as a strategy for uniting blacks and whites. Whereas
we oppose black nationalism as an ideology or as a strategy for black liber-
‘ation, we recognize that it is based upon vhite chauvinism. Black nation-
alism has been and still ¢an be the vehicle for mobilizing the black masses

o rinm struggle for democracy and against their oppression. But white racism
is: only reactionary: it is the basis for black nationalism. Therefore,
from the point of view of revolutionary socialism we direct our main fire
against white racism as the means of breaking down black nationaligm.. .Not
-t understand that and to act ofi the basis of it would be to capitulage
to; raeism,,it would be, to. paraphrase Trotsky, (see p. 26-17) becoming
fap. uncensciops agent of the bourgeoisie and being lost to the cause of the
prole:ari&n revolution. ,

K TS ol i

£ The white working claas must be broken from its chauuinism, racism, and
_brought. to the understanding of its unity of interests with the black working
class, and it must become the champiom of black equality, openly spurning
all efforts to grant it small advantages at the expense of blacks. It is
on that basis that it will be possible to counteract the nationalist tsa-
dencies in the black movement. It is no accident that, for example, at %

a ‘time when the Garvey movement was sweeping the ocountry it found no response

. among black 1longshoremen in Philade1phia organized by the IWW on the basis
of full equality with whites. ' .

The key task that guides our activity in the present period and which
is an absolute necessity for building a mass revolutionary socialist movement
in. this country is that of building a black liberation tendenty;it'?the working
class.¢ Such a tandency could. then give working class leadership to the black
liberation movement and could win white workers to the struggle for black
liberation., lMore specifically, what is necessary is the creation of a ten-
.dency among white workers that consciously understands the necessity for
themselves and ;all white workers to .join in the struggle for black liberation
v .and whihh does join that struggle and seeks to ‘involve the other white workers.
. Such a movement wi11 fight for all black:ds well as working class demands,
no matter how small, that improve the conditions ‘of the black masses, It
will put forward and fight for.a full program for the end of all black and
.working class oppression. This porgram will consist of the full fange of
+.demands:. from democratic and partial demands to broader class demands. In d
' keeping with the right to self-determination strategy the aim of tfis acti-
. vity 1s a dual one. It is to begin to provide a solution to black ‘oppression
and to point to a full solution:  class solidarity and socialist revolu-
tion., It is also to create the basis for black workers to see white workers
asxtheir allies and thus to create a unified working class movement.
o7 TR

The right ‘to self- degermination strategy implies more than the workers
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of the oppressor" ‘ngtion fzghting to end national oppression. . As Lenin
clearly argued, the right to-sélf-determination means nothing if it doés

not include the right to se¢éde and to form an independent state: ". . .,
'self-determination of nations' in the Marxists' Program cannoh, from a
historico-economic point of view, have any other meaing than political
self-determination, state independence and the formation of a national state®,
(The Right of Nations to Self-Determination, Works,:Vol. 20, p. 400)..

' The reason for this should be obvious. . Self-determination is a mockery
if it doés not include the right to rule oneself, or to determine under
what state one will be ruled. Without such guarantees no oppressed nation-
ality could take the claims of cameraderie advanced by the working class
of the oppressor nation seriously. .

The necessity for the support £6r this demand which is the ultlmate
extension of the stratcgy of the right of nations to self-determination
is no less applicable to black people than it is to ank other oppressed
nation or national minority. The fact that blacks do not constitute 2
" majority in any state or: group of states, or that they are not concentrated
bn any one part of the oountry does not fundamentally alter things, though
it certainly affects the outcome. It is more difficult. for blacks to separ-
 ate, and they are less.ilikely to wish to do so. But,=as the Jews proved,

such circumstances are not" precluded s B Do :

" He expect it to be unlikely that the black population will apt for sep-
aragion as an alternative, We encourage them not to do so, pointing out
that such separation will not end their oppression and their explditation,
that their real ally is vhite workers. If nonetheless, despite our efforts
blacks demand political independence we stand by them and fight for this
right, even while we oppose this exercise of it. We state our willingness
_ to do this today, and we attempt to convince white workers to state their
support for this position today., This porpaganda is not, however, our domi-
nant theme today because of the greater salience of che other isaues of
black liberation. : v

Adopting this perspective as our task does not mean we are adopting the
white~-skin privilege theory or methodology. A political program oriented
toward white workers whi-h is based on asking them to 'give up their white
skin privilege' or en smashing their living standards or organizations so
as to destroy 'the material base for their acceptance of the white skin
privilege ideology' indicates a lack of understanding of the exploitation of
the working class. Racism is embraced by white workers as a primitive means

"to ease that exploitation. A successful program requires focusing worker
consciousness on their exploitation bu the bosses and not in reinforcing

~ the false consciousness that they are privileged. A successful fight against
" racism among white workers requires them to begin struggllng against their
own exploitation.

v The very act of collective struggle whxch is demied by capitalist
ideology begins to strip zway fals: consciousness. Workers begin to recognize
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themselves as a class against the bosses and as the struggle deepens, the
recognition of this ‘distinction overshadows racial differences. The enemy
aleo shows himself to be powerful and unrelenting. The success of the struggle
then comes to depend om winning more mass support and allies., Overcoming
barriers wvhich divide the working class (such as racism) in this context turns
~ from an idealist's dream into an immediate necessity for those imvolved.

There is, of course, no guarantee that this will happen; certainly not auto-
matically. Here, as in other circumstances, revolutionaries can play a
crucial role of leading, helping to expand consciousness of the nature of
society, pointing to the need for a united class struggle and fighting racism,
. but all within the oontext of supporting and expending a struggle which the
white workers can see and feel is their own in the immediate sense., In-
deed, what advances have been made agaimst racism have occurred when the
American working class itsel:i was locked in militant struggle. In large

_part, the racism of the white working class today is testimonial to its

failures to engage in militant struggle in its owm 1n-e*ests

Byt, perceiving the above to be: the case does ne: mean that we do not
commence forthrightly, fvom the boginning, the propaganda and agitational
battle for black liberation. Ve must initiate struggles on all levels
insofar as possible, and support (and attempt to win white workers to sup-
port) all struggles for black-libﬂration 1nitiated by blacks.

" The unique set of historical events that occurred in tne post-war per~
‘iod have presented us with perculiar problems. The conservztization and
apathy of the working class as a whole 1e¢ it to drop out of the scene as
a leader in struggles &d@r human liberation. Internationally, this devel-
opment set the stage for the emergence of the peasariry, under the leadership
of the Stalinists as the leading opponents of capitalism., In the United
States a whole series of movements developed, sparked by the black movement,
that grew up outside thg working class.

Even today in a period of gemeral lull the black movement is still
.the most dynamic, most militant. While the consciousness of black workers
has been enormously affected by the black movement, white workers remain
- ~.quite backward. Thus, black workers will tend to be in tle leadership not
only of black movements but.Of the wofkjng class as a whole.

This phenomanon, ;owever, should not-blind us to the fact that the

. ——— ———. ottt e | e s

While the road to accomplisuxng ‘this- task is leadlng the whlte workers
through the struggle againsi. their own exploitation, the basic task remains,
Black workers, more advanced than whites, ore in a position to play a major
role in implimenting this strategy -~ without subordinating their just
demands to the conservative consciousness of whites. Our perspective

is to win black workers to this strategy. Bu* the fact remains that the con-
servative, racist consciousness of white werkers is the biggest single
obstacle to blacks being won to the sccialist revolution. Until white workers
demonstrate tangibly to blacks that they staad enequivocably for black 1i-
beration there is no reason to believe blacks will fight for a new re-
volutionary pegime in which they will be a minoritw, subject to control
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and potential oppression by the whites. Troteky bhreéed lt correctly: “"The
Negro can be developed to a class standpoint only when the white worker is
educated.” (On Black Nationalism, p. 17)

At the same time, simply putting forward the strategy (and actlvely at-
tempting to implement it) provides us with a means of winning the most advan-
ced blawks to collaborate with us im carrying it out.

THE STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY AND THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISH

" The struggle on the part of blacks for their democratic rights, for po-
1itical, social and economic equality is a necessary part of the struggle r.:
for socialism. The former struggle helps to enrich the socialist movement,
to raise tbe consciousness concerning black oppression. - It serves also to
raise the consciousness of the black masses concerning the nature of capital-
ist exploitation and the capitalist state. That struggle tends to impel the
black masses against the capitalist state. .

Any attempt to reduce the struggle for black liberation to the class

"struggle or the struggle for socialism -- to say that the one 1pso faeto is
the other -- is incorrect. It is only by means of waging the struggle for
democracy in the most uncompromistng manner that it is possible to guarantee
that the working class socialist movement will take up #ts banner. Anyone
who thinké othierwise must explain away the whole history of the working class
movement , 1nc1ud1ng its revolutionary socialist wing, in relation to black
people.

: Some - comrades claim to side with Johmson (C.L.R. James) in his discus-
sions with Trotsky on this towic. in which Trotsky advanced basically the po-
sition in this document. They would do well to examine the position he ad-
vanced to the Workers' Party in 1945. In that document Jamssz%oflithdvanced
‘the Leninist method regérding oppressed nationalities as the key to the black
‘'struggle in Amegpica, and he stated the correct relation’ between the struggle
for democracy and che struggle for socialism., His position was as follows.

"'Such is the devebopment of American eapitllist soclety and the role of
Negroes in it that the Hegroes' struggle for democratic rights brings Negroes
almost immediately face to face with capital and the state. The Marxist sup-

sport of the Negro struggle for democratic rights is not a CQneeBsgon that

:Marxists make to Negroes. In the United States today this struggg is a di-
/Xect_patt of the struggle for socialism.

YiAll serious problems arising from the Negro question revolve around
the relationship of the independent mass actions of the Negroes for democra-
tic rights to the working class. struggle for socialism, S

' % "In the 2nd Congress of the Communist International, Lenin's theses

singled ‘out’ ag examples of the national and colonial question the Irich ques-
$én ‘and the question of the Negroes in America. This Leninist approach was
ged upon close study of the econcmic ‘situation of the Negopes in the United

Stttes and the Irish Reb&ilion in 1916. The whole historical development of
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the Negro struggle in the United States and its redations to the social strug-
gles of the revoluthonary classes show that the Leninist analysis of the Negpo -
question as part of the national question is the correct method with which to
approach this problem. It is necessary, therefore, to have a precise and u!=z
clear conception of the application of this méthod., The most concentrated
example of it is Lenin's tecatment of the Irish rebellion during World War I,

"Lenin wishes to illustrate the specifically nationalist struggle of the
Irish rebellion in its relation to the socialist struggle of the British pro-
letariat against British imperialism. He uses the experience of the Rudsian
Revolution of 1905 which took place exclusively within thécnational boundaries
of Russia. He uses also, not the struggles of the nationally oppressed minor-
ities, but the struggles of the’ petty bourgeoisxe, the peasants and other non-
prolétarian, non-class gtoups in relatica to the struggle of the Russian pro-
letariat. We have therefore a very concrete illustration of the applicabil-
ity of the method to environmenks and classes superficially diverse but or-
ganically similar’.

(a) *"'The Russian Revolttion of 1905 was a bourgeois democratic revolu-
tion. It consisted of a series of battles in which all the discontented
classes, groups and elements of the population participated. Among these
were masses, imbiied with the crudest prejudices, with the vagues and most
fantastic aims of struggle; there were small groups which -accepted Japanese
money, there were speculators and adventurers, etc. Objectively, the mass
movement broke the back of tsarism and paved the way for democracy; for that
reason the class conscious workers led it,'"

"Within the United States the socialist revolution will ultimately con-
sist of a series of battles in which the discontented classes, groups and ele-
ments of all types will participate in their own way and form a contributory
force to the great culminating struggles which will be led by the proletariat.

(b) "'The socialist revolution in Europe cannot be anything else thagnan
outburat of mass struggle on the part of all and sundry of the oppressed and
discontented elements. Sections of the petty bourgeoisie and of the backward
workees will inevitahly participate in it -- without such participation, mass
strugple is impossible, without it no revolutica is possible -- and just as
inevitaBly will they bring into the movement their prejudices, their reaction-
ary fantasies, their weaknesses and errors. But objéctively they will attack
capital, and the class consdi ous vanguard of the revolution, the advanced
prolétariat wxpressing this objective truth of a heterogeneous and discor-
dant, motley and outwardly incbhesive mass struggle will be able to unite
and direct it, to capture power,.to seize the banks, to expropriste the trusts,
hated by all, though for different reasons.......'

"In the United States social revolution is' impossible without the inde-
pendent mass struggles of the Negroes, whatever the prejudices, the reaction-
ary fantasies, the weaknesses and errors of these struggles. The proletarian
composition of the Negoo people and the developing labor movement offer great
opportunities for a continuing reduction of the prejudices of the Negro people,

(c) "'The struggle of the oppressed nations IN EUROPE, a struggle capable
of going to the 1engths of insurrection and street fighting, of breaking down
the iron discipléne in the’ army ‘and martial law, will sharpen the revolution-
ary crisis in Europe infin#tely more than a much more developed rebellion in
a remote colony. A blow delivered against the English imperialist bourgeoisie

.y L. - ‘e
x-» < raboliion I G it e & niteled L as L. L
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by s rebellion in Ireland is a hundeed times more significant politically
than’s blow of equal weight deliveted in Asia or Africa."

"Blows delivered by an oppressed national minority so entangled in the .
social structure of the United States as the Negroes, possess a political =
significance of greater importance in this country than a blow delivered by
anyt rother section of the population except the organized proletariat itsedf,

(d) "'The. dialectic of history is such that small nations, powerless as
an INDEPENDENT factor in the struggle against’ imperialism, play a part as one
of the ferments, . one.of the bacilli, which help the REAL power against imperi-
alism to come on the scene, namely, the SOCIALIST PROLETARIAT

.-“Within the United Stated, the Negroes are undoubtedly powerless to o, ol

achieve thetr complete or even subatantial emancipation as an independent fac-: -

tor in the struggle against Anerican capital. But such fis the historic. role :
of the Negroes in the United States; such today is their proletarian compo-. -
sttion and such is their intertelation with the American prolétariat itself r
that their independent struggles form perhaps the most powerful stimulus in -
American spciety to -the recognition by the organized proletariat of its real
responsibiiities to the national development as a whole and of its power
against American imperialism,

"Thn ideal situation is that the struggle of the minority group should bn
organized ‘and led by .the proletariat. But to make this a preconditiénnof sup-
posting the struggle 6f non-prolétarian, s semi-proletarian er non-class con-
scious groups i8s a repudiation of all Marxist theory and practice. Thus:it is
utterly false to draw the conclusion that the independent st le of the
Negrovmasses for their democratic rights 15 to be looked upor-merely as a
preliminary stage to & recggg;tﬁnn by the Negroes that the real struggle is
the struggle for socialism.' (Cmphaiids ofiginal) (James, minority resolution
to WOrkezs Party, New Interaational January, 1945, pp. 15-16)

We concur with" James “expostion, It has been graphically vindicated
through the black struggles of the 1960's and the social impact they had. :
In the future we expect the black movemént to.again stimulate others to move
into struggle and to reach revolutionary aocialist consciousness.

e anticipate that the black movement” will be- rebuilt largely through the
struggle for democratic demands. “Indications of this tendency have already )
appeazed: the "trouble" in the Navy, the "disturbances" at Southern Universiy, -
the continued efforts of blacks to terminate’ school segregation and inferior:
schooling for blacks, continuing clashes with the police and the appennance
of movements to curb their power. '

Today these movements are indications of the fury ‘tthat continues to.. .
seethe, unorgenized in the black commnnity. They also set- the stage for the j ¥
more organized movements of tomorrow. SRR A LA o
We caa expect such struggles to be one of'the main focuses of bsttle.
Whether thny occur {8 the community or in the wotkplace (for: equal aecess to
jobs and job. security, equality in working oonditions,.etc ) wé ‘support and -
encourgge and lead ‘such.struggles. Out attitnde townrd such struggles is the

rame ns Ist AR N
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game as it is toward all reform struggles. Ve participate in them not because-
gains won through these struggles teach the masses theri power and thus whet
their appetite for more gains; because such struggles raise their conscious-
ness and understanding of the society; because such struggles set an example .
for other segments .ol the society to engage in struggle; and because we are
not 1ndi£ferent to the fate of the masses of oppressed blacks.

Often democratrc struggles ‘which begin under ‘the leadership of the petty-
bourgeoisie can and do have the same’ 1bpact ""But the petty-bourgeoisie are .
today representatives in the black: communtty of the interests and ideology of:
the ruling class. They tend eithe~ to steer movements in a reformist channel
(remaining within the confines of bourgéois democtracy) or:-away from: andas-
sault on the heightes of power (a. in separatist ox "cultural-nationalist"
movements). -Recognition of this tendency does not, however, lead us to avoid
par;icipation in movements for dcmocraC" wh:ch ‘are’ under puotty-bourgeois lead-
ership,. so long 48, we .are able to maintaﬁn our independence. As’ Lenin daid,
'It Lsfparticularly in regard r ‘zhe polltica& struggle that the 'class-
point of view' demands that ‘the proletariat give an impetus to every democra-
tic movement.. .The political demands of workxng-class demucracy do not differ
in principle from those of bourgeois democracy, they differ only in degree. In
the struggle for ecconomic emancipation, for the socialist revolution, the pro-
letariat: stands on a basis different vin principle and it stands alone (the
small producer will come to its atd onlv ta the extent that he enters or is
preparing to enter, its ranks) Cn. the struggle for politlcal liberation,
however; we have mmuny allias, tqv&rds <whom we must not remain indifferené. 3
But while our allies in the bourgeois- -democratic camp, in struggling .for' { '
liberal reforms, will always gianee back and seek to adjust tatters so that
they will be able, as before, 'tn na+ *all, sleep peacéfully, and live mer-
rily' at other people's expense, the proietariat will march forward to the
end, without looking. back....The party of the proletariat must learn to catch
every .liberal just.at the moment when he is prepared to mcvé forward .an’ 1nch,
and make him move forwadd a 'yard, If he is obdurate, we will go forward
without -him and over. him." ('Poli ical Agitation and the 'Class Pbint of
View'", Collected. Uurks Vol 5, Pp. 342-3)

The aim of revolutionary socie110ts must be to promote the class inde-
pendence of black workers ~iad to encourage them to Uecome the leading force
in the struggle for black liberation. This task aan only be accomplished by .
the participation of revolﬁt&oneries in these struggles. Otherwise we aban-
don the leadership to the’ petry-bourgeoisée. o B 1o

Ue wage a continuing attack on the petty—oourgeOLS*xbrack leaders not on
geueral grounds but because thiey do not earry on a consistent fight for black
liberation; recher they betray the struggle whenever ir conflicts with the con-
fined of the bourgeois econotty or state. Black workers, precisely beaause of
the qgture of their oppression, are impélled to disregard those limits, and to

. presg the struggle for. blacP liberation regardless of tts implications 66t the
status quo. The problem now is to Iiberate them foom the strangdehold of bour-
geois ideviogy which the lengthy qhiescenCe of the whole working class has:

helped to maintain.
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THE STRATEGY APPLIED

The key strategic conception that guides all of our work in the present
period is building a black wvorkers organization.® .'Such an orgainzation is a
vital necessity for carrying out the tasks we have outlined. It is the vehi-
cle through which black workers give leadership to the class struggle and
press for specifiéally black demands. Through this process blacks can win
white workers to the black liberation struggle. It is the means by which
black workers can take leadership of and give class direction to the strug-
gles in the black community. '

Given the racism of white workers it is insufficient for black workees
to play an unorganized leadership role in a broader caucus: black faces lead-
ing a class movement. That is so because there will be no specific means to
press for bdack “emands, nor will white workers be forced to confront the
sélf-assertion of blacks as blacks. Independent black organization is our
strategic tool for building e movement to end black oppression and to win
white workers s allies in that struggle, and to give leadershtp to the class
struggle, .

Today and in the past black-workers have participated in, even led com-
munity struggles. But they have not been politically or ideologically strug-.
gles led by the working class or with a working class direction. What is ne-
cessary to attain this development is black workers organized as workers. It
is only with. such organization that the struggles in the black community --
struggles which are necessary, desirable,_supportable and led by us -- can
become part of the struggle of the workéng class movement.

As a consequence, our efiorts aré toddy directed tovard building such an
organization. Once again it ic the main conception thét guides and informs
our work. Ve must regulatly propagandize for it in our press. We do so.not
merely by tacking on 2 call for it at the end of an article, but by having
special articles devoted to it, and by organically building it i to our anal-
ysés of black oppression and the currents in the black community. We raise
it in our leaflets where appropriate. Ve must produce & pamphlet for mass
circulation arguing for such an. organization, describing it and its tasks as
we see them, laying out the direction which we believe it should take, and
presenting our program for it. Ve attempt to convince our black contacts
and associates of the neciéssity and desirability of such an orgatization,

... Of -course, we cannot start cuch an organigation today: at present the
-state.of consciousness, organization and movemént is not such to create the
basis for it; and our resources are not great enough and we do not have suf-
ficient contacts. llonetheless, we should pro;ect such an organization to our
contacts, encourage them to think in terms of it and should look for promi-
lote: many of the ideas and specific formulationﬂ reﬂarding the black workers'
organization were provided by Kevin Bradley
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sing black recruits who could play the role of travelling, putting out a
newspapar, etc. It is likely that such.an organization would grow out of the
struggles of the black community and of black workers, but no spontandously.
Active interventibay including prior propagandizing for such’an organization
is necessary. 'For"’xamplb “had the Abolish STRESS campaign been made into
something real it might have been ‘possible to pull together & black workers
coalition out of the various auto plants as a step in the formation of the
organization; certainly that wpgld be the line we would be pushing.

" The organization should have its roots inllocal plant caucuses which
would in tuin be relatéd to ¢ity-wide, regional and industry-wide sectionms.
To eststlieh &2d cohere itself it should publish a regular paper, The Black
Worketr. With its organized working class base it would be in a position to
organize and lead blatk struggles and broader class ‘struggles in the plants.
In doing so it could give concrecte leadership to white workers as well as .
blacks, ecter ir ‘£to coalition with white workers, and &t the ‘same time appeal
for support from white'worKers for black needs, comman respect for blacks,
and fltml{ demonetaate that black oppression can no longer bevignored by

shite workers

Such an organizeztion should aim to link up in coaliton wit white workers
and should urge and call: for such a codlition. It would lead struggzles in
such a way ac to appeal to whites to join ‘them or at least support them, thus
opening tha way for future collaboration. It would aim for complete organi-
zational wmity when there would o longer be any question’ of tie subordination
of black pecple and black needs or political or organizational domination of
qhites\over blacks, and when b3acks themselves no longer felt the mecessity
for such irdepehdent organization. Such unity might or might not take place
prior to a sccialiet révolution., : .

Short of such complete organizational unity it is desirable where possiy
ble without subordimatiopg our political aims in any way to seek out coalis
tions, uuized fromts, alliancas, etc. with vhite workers. Included is the
possibil tv of the local atfiliate of the black workers organization. becom-
ing a maucus within snother” orgenization, e.g., a black caucus witkin the UNC.
(In real 1life, of couts e, the actual chronological development might well be
the other way: that isg, ‘a’ blacl’ caucus wiat hin an organization affiliating
with the black’ workers organlzation) " We encourage such developments, withli'
the ccaliticn indicated : hove, and recognize that when they become possible
they arc 2 step towadd the ovgamlzatLOual unity of the vorking cla on a
principled basis, -

In ouvr la-al work we ai'e in general for the formation of black caucuses
for the same -:zasons given £¢r a national black workers caucus, In some cases
(we expecth tizece to be. exceptions rather than the general rule, cr even fre-
quent occurrenccs) such 1ndepenleﬁt1y orgahized caucuses will not be necees-
sary. That will be the’ case where the black leadérshlp is recognized, where
the blacks ave not dowlnated by whites, and where the blacks feel no need for
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an independent black caucus.. In those circumstances we encourage close
collaboration and organizational unity.

Whether or not a black caucus is formed locally we urge the black lead-
ers in the caucuses in which we are involved fo look to being part of one,
and to hklping one to come into existence nationally and regionally. Thet is
is, we should not see the caucus as subsuming black issues into class issues
simply because it has vhites in it. It should raise, for example, getting
rid of racist foremen and ending the assignment of blacks to the worst jobs
in addition to waging a general struggle over speed-up. It should be pre-
pared to mobilize black and white workers for community campaigns, such as
the Abolish STRESS campaign that never really got off the ground in Detroit.
And’ the blacksd:;should be the local section of the natiomal black workeis
organization. This is our conceptual direction., <Toncretely, it may not be
possible. Black struggle in the community may require independently organ-
ized black leadership; black workers in the plant may have the same attitude.
And so a black caucus may be inevitable in all circumatances. We must be
sensitive to such possibilities and eventualities.

The basic programmatic goal of the black workers organization is to
fight the racist-capitalist system. This phrase expresses the dual nature
of black oppression -- racism, the oppression of black people through insti-
tutions and the conscious actions of white people; and capitaliem, the ex-
ploitative system of production for profit at the expense of the working
" class and inextricably interlinked with racism. Black liberation mezns the
destruction of racism and destruction of capitalism, and its repiacement of
a classless sociaty where differences of colot make no differences to the
free interaction and cooperation of liberated humanity. The fight against
this system means the strengthening of the black community; it meanc blacks
as a people fighting against their oppression. It means the rebuilding of
a black movement.

" Blacks have' always hhd organizations of thett own, and have a need for
them. Whites in'this sociaty have shown no susteited interest in £ishting
- for black people. Blacks must organize and wage their owvm strugzle; only
when they do this will-it:be possible to win whites to that strugile. At the
same: time the black workers organization. fights to rebuild the labcr move-
ment. Both becaase they are black workers and because the emancipation of -
blacks and of the working class as a whole will take the conscious self-
organization of ‘the working class, the black workers organization :rill con-
tribute and take the lwad in the transformation of the class collaboration-
ist trade unions into fighting class struggle organizations, dedicated to
the uncompromising advancement of the power: of the working class.

" The black workers organization will organize the black and working class
fight through the various organizations it takes part in on the political,
economic and social levels, combatting racism on the job, on the part of the
company and the union. The black workers organization activists 2ad caucuses
they participate in will fight as well to make the unions serve the w~rkers.
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The struggle will not’ be limited to normal trade u.’on dwiands 10r to & narrow
trade union focus. Thus the Fight for 30 for 40 w- il be tled :iplicitly to
fighting unemployment and’ especially desigrecd ane. argued for among blacks and
vhites as a way of bringing more blacks into ihe work force..There will be an
attempt to organize political strikes when feasibla. For example, in a case
like that of Angela Davis which raised considerable interest in the black com-
munity, political defense committees would hava bncn organized in the plants,
propagandizing on the issue, holding rallies, co]lection wney, etc. The .
campaign would have said (assuming it had enough strength to 8o -s0) "'if she
gets convicted we're going to shut this place dowi..' A fight should be raised
to make Martin Luther King's bitthday a naticnal holiday. Already many black
workdrs take the day off. Committees could be organized a few months before
his birthday to propagandize about it, organize politicnl rallies and work
stoppages on that day, demanding the company and the government meke it a paid
holiday for all workers. A real opportunity exists herc to build paélitical-
strikesv»much-in the way the labor movementcbuilt My Day.

In general the black workers organization will £fh%t on economic and race
issues imn the shops, use the economic power of blacks in'Vasic industry as ‘a
politioal weapom, try to lihk the various black struggles 6f the unempleyed,
welfare mothers, mobilize workers from a caucus to back thefn ux, etc. LUIE R

: The thrust of such a black workers organizatinn is a po]itical one-'it
poses immediately not merely demanding a reform or ‘a set of reforms,-but-¢con-
testing for power in the society in‘order to carry-those reforms through.:The
ruling class and its political parties cannot be expected to Go so. . Rather,
the more significant the reforms are the mace necc:sczry iz the revolutionary
transformation of the society. The formation of politica® parties contesting
for power reise the necessity of arf?iriug power and beziu organlzing and
training people to do so. By. exposing the: limits of the.bourgecis cépitalist
system,they help to dispel people 5 reformist 111u :ons Seyo

Ve encourage the natural tendency of the blavk vc*kc_s organization T
_toward a political formation. The organization should rui politicel cempaigns
and’ should ‘aim to set up a political party. Such a party would, of- necessity
be a black political party. Our ainsls that the lacﬂczshwp of the party by.
the blacl WOrkers organization. o Fa

The programmtic basis of such a party is of a ~havacter similar to that
of the black workers organization but advances it to the political realm. It
advances both a program to end black oppressinn znd takes up the gemeral fight
for working class needs: for example it would {7kt fou equal educationkl
facilities for blacks. ~- upgrade all education -- tex the ccrporations to pay
for it. It will fight to make tt illegal to discrimizate against blacks in
hiring, firing and dpgrading and to end all government interference in the -

-workers right to strike. It will launch a buttle Lo end Nixon's multi-phased
soecalled economic policy and to press for a wo-ing class ‘and oppressed
peoples’ economic policy to end inflation unémployment and "inequality.
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Its further aim would be to break down the bourgeois notion that 'poli- -
tics"” is voting and that one's relation to a political party is to register
in it and to vote for it. A political party is the expression of needs and
interests. Its purpose for existing is to get power to attain certain ends.-
In order to do so it must, if it represents an oppressed section of the so-
~clety be williag and able nito carry out non-parliamentayy, even illegal acts
as a part of the struggle for power.  Thus the black political party, the
political expression of the black movemeat, would call for mass demonstrationms,
political strikes and other forms of direct action. It would organize the .
armed self-defense of the black community and armed wo .rkers' defense guards.

Nezdless to sdy, in the process of the fight for this program the party
would split into a petty-bourgeois and working class wings, into a reformist
and revolutionary section. Out of that struggle the revolutionary socialist
tendency would emerge newly strengthenéd.

It is key that the party be based primarily on the black workers oxgani-
- zation of which it should be the political expression. ' It should aim and
call for a coalition between the oppressed peoples and the working class .
movement. Our long-term goal is a united working class and oppressed peoples
party. But at present such a party is not likely to be a reality. Thus, a
transition stage of a black political party (or an oppressed peoples party)
1is necessary. We should propagandize for both. : In the black community our
major propaganda is toward a black party which could link up with a working .
class party in coalition -- and an argument for the necessity of both. ‘So
if a possibility for the latter deve lops we seiZe upon it as a step toward
our goal.

If a break from the Democratic Party comes independently of the black
workers organization we participate in it, support it and contest for working
class leadership withidiit. This is so even if the leadership of the party.
is petty-bourgeois so long as the party pepresents a genuine break and is
not simply a pressure group cn the Democratic Party. - S

Such a pnlitical formation is a step in the direction of a working class
and oppressed peoples partyv. a gigantic step forward in the struggle of black
people and of the working class. Just as the organization of black workers
is the prerequisite for the unification of the working class, so the politi-
cal organization of black people under black worker leadership. provides the
basis for a unified working class and oppressed peoples pdlitical party. It
. is a dialectical process in which blacks cohere themselves politically first
and then proceed to unity. The step may be skipped just as the labpr party
step may be skipped by the working class as iticomes to revolutionary con-
sciousness and directly forms a revolttionary party.. But’ our perspectives
cannot be based upon any such eventuality. P og

Such a development would aid substantially in carrying out what has been
for eighty years and more one of the key tasks of the revolutionary working
class movement: the destruction of the Democratic Party, the historic grave-
yard of sicial movemeats
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By contesting :for ipower:against the Democratic and Republican parties, the
black party breaks people from the two capitalist parties, and ppess, in the
mindg .of blacks and of whites, the possibility of breaking with that system.
By robbing the. Hemoctatic Patty of its black base the party would seriously
undermine the city and state machines which are based significantly on a-
black vote. " By. eroding their power and maki.ng it difficult for them to eléct
candidates it would moke the Démocratic Party less of a’ “force’ ‘capgble of ap~
pealing to and capturing social movemements‘ It ‘would force other groups to

,”Furthermore, in projecting itself as a contender for power, “the black
party would be forced to confront the question of how it was to be -attained,
which would raise the ‘questdnn of allies: wHo and on vhat basis? Our answer
is that it project itself as the beginnings of a working class aad oppressed
peoples party, that it .point the way to a werking class movement as the basis
for ‘attaining power. This vwould hélp to educdte the blacl: movement and to
catalyze the working class movemefitiby educating and putting pressure Sn white
wakkers. Once.again,of course a. fight for this perspectlve aoainst the petty-

bourgeoisie would be necessary.

S e e e . 3 ber et . o 0 U' 3 .

To limit black independent political action simply to independeiit " cam—
paigns and to oppose the formation of a party is a mistake. In the first
~place-it is.a-benighted effort vhich fails to recognize the. tendency toward

a partyvformgtion: inherenticin such activity.q~8econd1y and more important such
a perspective automatically limits itself to educational;cempaigns aather than
being able to project a contest for power. People are aware that it is par-
ties; not individuals, who rule even in this day of exglted presiédential
pover, " :Simply-to run-campaigns. vouid L not to project-ongoing.(including
between:'elections) firesence; That:would mean-an.inability. $o. recrult people
and reinforcemetit<of: the idea that:politics is &imply elgctioneeringvrether
that the maintenance of a regular organization which could lead day-tosday
potiticai activity, including oalling strikes, demonstratipns etc.

MRS s SRR

4 The- pérSpective of. iimiting black independent pqlitical ction.to "in-
dependent“ campaigns makes the job of.destroying. the Democrqtic Party much
more difficult. It ignores thc importance of crystallizing political ‘senti-
ments.and movements in.organizations.. It.makes it easier for black opportu-

-.pists;fio run such independent pampaigps which are in reality pressures ofi
the Democratic. Patty.r,pnce they accomplish their 'own putpose tley’ ‘collapse’
their campaign. mechenism tﬁeir followers than” have hovhere to'gd but back

.inko ghe. Democratic. ?erty.,wThe consequent orgénizational collapse that fol-
.1gwe. such. an event often: voives a political'collapse as well. It éends''to
" erase muchvoﬁ the understending that the Demdcratic Party'is one 'of thechief
agencies’ of oppréssion and not’ a t6ol that tan be reformed. It 'also tends to

. 8top. the dynamic. of others belng made ayare of the oppressive character of
" that” Party.h,”_, : ;

S R I T

‘Af ;The black vorkers organization and the black‘political party will take
up all issues that pertain to black oppression and inequality’in’ particu&ar



Black Liberation Perspectives -30- Trautman

and to working class oppression and exploitation in gemeral. Since blacks
are on the bottom of the society they experience most intensely the needs of
the working class. Thus any fight for black liberation will, of necessity
raise and fight around the general questions. But it is an error to think
that the struggle for black liberation and black needs are synonymous with
the class struggle and general class needs. We raise both, without in any.
way subordinating apecial black demands. :

We urge and lead blacks to press and to fight for their demands unremit-
tingly. We accept no excuses: not the '"povergy" of a corporation of govern-
ment, not the difficulty of making the changes, not the sesistance of whites
to their demands -- there is no legitimate excuse for the continuation of an
intolerable situation. Our starting point is the needs of the black masses,
not those of capitalism.

Excuses that may be offered demand not aapltuaation but a stepped-up
:response.

* A corporation claims It cannot upgrade blacks because to do so would
require extra training which the corporation cannot afford? ®pen the bookd--
let us see if it can't afford it. If not, nationalize it under workers' con-
_trol,

. %A city cannot afford to provide better schooling for blacks? Take the
_money from the police Budget funds, increase corporate taxation, provide
state and national funding.

* A union persistently refuses to allow blacks in and insists on main-
taining a monopoly on jobs? Form a new union, preferablyg open to both
blackrand white workers. Fight to open up the racist unionms to blacks and
for unity with the black unions: for a campaign to organize the unorganized.

Of course, to taise such advanced demands in anything more than the most
abstract propagandistic way requires a mass movement. Had the black movement
of the 1960's raised and fought for such demands it could have had a signifi-
cant impact on wokking class consciousness.

The main areas on which we focus an assault to end black oppression are
the social and economic questions which nost affect blacks: jobs, working con-
ditions, housing, welfare, city serviees, education and police oppression.
These are the issues ignored by the civil rights movement which are the key to
ending black oppression and which blacks can be mobilized around. Even though
black workers organized as workers are the key both to the black:liberatdon z
and socialist movements, we don't limit ourselves to the work pdice..

Since the oppression of blacks is all-pervasive much of it is manifested
in the black community. Struggles launched in and by that community(the
civil rights movement, the ghetto rebellions) were the source of the advanded
consciousness of blacks today. It was through the consciousness created by
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‘the ghetto rebellions, for example, that revolutionary black organizations,
"1ike the Black Panther Party and the Dodge REvolutionary Union Movement were
created. We anticipate that these struggles will continue and will continue
to give life to the black movement -- in fact, they will be one key source
for restoring it to vigor. We do not wish in any sense to discourage this
activity or' to counterpose to it working class activity by black workers. .
Rather, our aim is for black workers to take the lead in all facets: of the
black 11beration struggle, including the struggle in the community. .

) Our aim is . , as Lenin stated it, that the revolutionary socialists shouls

be_“...the tribune of the people who is able to react to every manifestation
of tyranny and oppression, no matter whére it.appears, no matter what stratum
or class it affects....”" (T/hat 'is to be Bone, Collected Vorks, Vol. 5, p.423)

JOLS

) Orpanize the unorganized is a demand which has special significance for
blacks who have been left in the worst jobs and often frozen out of the unioms,
It should ‘be motivated as such ‘in addition to developing its more general
class meaning.

Jobs for all is one of the most fundamental of the programmatic points
we raise. We wish to develop consciousness in the direction of urnited class
solidarity that this demand implies. . In most cases we cannot raise this de-
mand as one for struggle today, especially among white workers. But the dir-
ectfon affects our propaganda, ’

Ho lay-offs also expresses the united class solidarity. Thirty for
forty is one means of implementing this demand. We demand and must attempt
to win the workers of an understanding of the necessity of a shorter work
. weeL for all before 40y lay-offs.

While we are resolutély for jobs for all and no lay-offs, recogﬁizing
+ 'that the fulfillment of these demands is what is necessary to fulfill the
need of black people for jobs, we do not limit ourselves to these but. raise
specific demands for black equality., Ve demand preferential hiring for
blacks to attain equality in industries, occupations, plants,etc., from
which they have been systematically excluded., There are many blacks who
are in’ occupations and industries.that they have only recently entered(or
_ will only shortly be entering). When setbadks come to the economy they are
the first to be laid-off, and are thus subject to the "greBtest likelihood of
continuing disproportionately high unemployment. Ve demand super-emniority
for blacks to redress this situation,’ : o . :

The construction unions are racist in their policies. As a rule they
refuse to admit other than token numbers: of Blacks. Those they do admit are
often not treated equally in job allocations. e wage a fight inside the
unions for admittance of black workers on an equal basis, Organize the unor-
ganized WUe tell blacks who are frozen out of such unions and thereby out of

l 0
sitilesl
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skilled, high-paying joba, to form new unions vhich we: encourage to. be open
‘both to black and white workers, and to fight for admittance into the racist
unions. ; . e " )

. iy,
2 i

All construction projects “th the‘ghettoes ‘must’ taLe on a quota of black
vorkers. It is in the ghetto that blacks have the power to open -up jobs and
to begin forcing them open mere generallyv We opt for quotas not because we
éspecially like, quotas but becauseé ‘they ‘are'a-means of opening up jobs for
‘blacks. Demonatrations, ‘including direét adtion (e.g., sit-ins at contrac-
tors, and contracting corporations and ‘governmental agencies to mdke the
demands) All merchants and businesses in the ghettoes must hire guotas of
black workers. R The government should launch a massive public works campaign..
Demonstrations, possible march to Wakhingtons

’WORKING CONDITIONS iA. e iy o
Workers coatrol over vorking conditions is the direction 1n which we

wich to point working class consciousness and eventually to lead fights around.

~"e take oppcrtunities to develop workers understanding of this demand and

what ‘4t means by attempting to relate it to day-to-day experiences in our

propaganda.

Associated with this fundamental struggle are a nimber of concrete pro-
 grammatic points around vhich it is possible to initiate struggles today,
__including reform of the greivance procedure, speed-up, the right th strike
“6ver unsafe and rotten working conditions, the organizational strategy of a
steward for every foreman and a stewards' council.

We also advance special dez-=?: for blacks to rectify inequalities.
Blacks are usually assigned to the rottenest, hardest, dirtiest jobs in in-
dustry: we demand an end to such practices. Blacks frequently encounter. pee-
judice and: discrimination in the workplace: supervisors are often racist and
use their. positions of power to act out their racist tendenciesi’ We demand
the immediate firing of all racist supervisors and the r 1ght to’ strike oier
raeiﬁt acts.

-HOUSING

. What is neéded is 2 full-scale massive housing construction groggam. To
finance it we demand conversion of the arms economy. This demand is once
‘again more of a propaganda demand: it provides the opportunity to raise con-
sclousness abcut the social allocation of resources and the necessity to tear
doym the var. machine in order to raise the standard of living of the masses
of the populat&on. . i

O i

The cknrging of outrageous rents ior substandard housing in which no im-
provements are made must come to a halt: for a mass tenants organizatiom to
build rent strikes to fovce down rents and secure necessary improvements; for
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mass demonstrations at city halls and state legislatures demanding rent ceil-
ings and standards for all housing. Black people suffer the most from':hesc
conditions and this program wili'be of most concern and interest to them,

Dlacks have been shoved into the worst housing. More and better l.ousing
in needed at reasonable pszices. To get it a munber of measures are required:
Black people should have equal access to all housing’ All real estate tactics
designed to victimize both black and white homeowners to end -- for 2 mass
action campaign to-end block-busting. Rebuild the ghettoes and central cities,
vhich are becoming céntral slums. & S :

WELFARE

Current welfare provisions are a joke -- or would be but for the human
tragedy involved. TFor complete reform of the welfare system to guanantee a
decent standard of living for everyone, No welfare recipients to be forced
to ecab: only work at union wages under union working conditions.

CITY SERVICES

City servwices are dereriorating, destroying the quality of life of citi-
zens. Much of this deterioration is occasioned by the fleeing of tle vhite
population to the suburhs and the corporations withi:ithem, thereby robbing the
cities of impootant tax monies and intensifying the already’ serious ficcal
crisis occasioned by the developing crisis of capitalism, '

For a massive campaign to “improve city services: improved garbage col-
lection and pest controd; increased medical care: free hospitalizatisn and

doctor care, a mass campaign of hospital constructlon, cheap, adequate rapid
public tamansportation to and from the ghettoes.

4G

. We demand these be paid for by shifting the tax burden’ from the vorking
class to the corporations and the rich. Increase corporate’ taxation, raise
taxes on interest, dividends, capital gains, inheritance. Abolish &3l sales
taxes and other retrogressive forms of taxation; for a steeply graduvated in-
come tax above $20,000.

iy

EDUCATION

The quality of education is decreasing f6r all sectors.of the working
population. What is necessary i - to reverse this trend is state and federal
funding of the schools on an equal per capita basis and doubling the school
financing as an immediate beginning. For mass demdmstrations and direct action
to win these demands. Again, the burden of taxation mustxbe shifted.

1 Dlack schooling is consistently and decidedly worse than that available
to whites, Though all public achooling is tending to deteriorate more rap-
idly. Within school districts funds are still allocated on a discriminatory
basis. Black schools are prone to have substitute.teachers and poorrd teac-
hers, wirse facilities, fewer supplies, etc.
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An extensive program is needed to upgrade substantially all ‘the schools,
and in particular black schools. Any such program must be based on a perspec-
tive of blacks not having to wait to attain equality with white schools until
such time as the deterioratiopn of the schools ends and the whole education .
system improves. : - ’

We are for domocratic parent-teacher-student coatrol .of the schools.

The black community should have: the rig right to get rid .of undestrable teachers
(i.e. racistc; those who use corporal punishment), in the context of teachers
having normal trade union rights. Teachers, especially black teachers in
ghetto schools are in a particularly good position to initiate a coalition of
teachers, parents and students. They can do so by combining a struggle for
quality education with a gight over their own working conditions, both of
which are currently on the defense. ..

Ve support bussing unless"it is opposed by the black community. White
bussing is no solution to the miserable education afforded to blacks the fact
is that white schodls, particularly in the suburbs, are qualitatively super-
ior to the black schools. They are a result of whites leaving the cities and
the sorporationms,, following them. Blacks should be permitted to partake of the
advantages of tbese schools . .until better arrangements are made available. We
urge the whites to join the ‘blacks in a fight to preVent any-deterioration of
standzrds that might occur as a result of the bussing prdgram, and to extend
the fight for an improvement in standards. )

POLICE

T o - o ree e

The uplice are nothing more nor! less than an occupytng,army #n the black
community., It provides no’ protection'“instead it is simply the agency of
oppression. The proliferation of green beret type squads in'the police forces
of the major cities together with the steckpiling of advanced military weapons
is &imply further evidence that var 1s being waged on the black community be-
cause it refuses dociley to accept its subordinate positibn.' We demand an
end to this policy,. - . . ;

All police but of the black community. We will manage it ourselves.

Abolish the special "elite" units (STRESS, Tac Squad, etc.). DBmilitare
ize the police: get rid of all armored. cars, tanks and special weapons whose
sole punrpose is to make war :on people..; e

g LA, L
ABolish the indepgndence of the police from the ‘peo le. for independent

citizen's control of police through elected :boards -and independent elected

commissions to 1ﬁvestigate and punish charges of police brutality.

For armed self—defense of the black cgmmunity. '
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‘The aBaveiisvth an exﬁéustiﬁe,list ofvdémSnds for which we fight around

the issue of black subordination and class exploitation. It does indicate

some of the most central, most important issdes, But, no demand to end black

oppression is too small for us to champion and fight for.

‘In the struggle for these demznds our perspective is to advance the strug-
gle against exploitation and by means of it o win vhite workers to black lib-
eration while at the same time waging the struggle for black liberation and
not subordinating it, Therefore, in the struggle against unemployment we at-
tempt to win black and white workers to the broader class demands (jobs for
all, no lay-offs, 30 for 40, shorter work:i week for all before any lay-offs)

" while at the same time advancing the specific black demends (preferential hir-
ing -~ which we are for even in the context of jobs for all, and super-seni-
ority, which is unnecessary if the broader clasc demands (any or all of them)
become the focus of struggle aud victory.

In carrying our the struggle we employ what we have c2}led the right to
self-determiuation strategy. 'zke, for example, the demand for preferential
hirkng. We support and lead struggles for that demand. In addition, we at-
tempt to win white workers and any workers' organizations of which we are a
part (caucuses, unions) to suppert of that struggle. Irdeed, 2 major part of
our propaganda is directed at white workers, attempting to win them to support
of the demand. We show them the validity of ‘the black point of view and we-
argue that they should cupport it from their ocwn point of view. Such ancarg-
ument can only be amde within e framework of the clacs struggle (the neces-
ity to fight for jobs for all, 30 for 40, etc., the impossibility of doing so
without black support; the prerequisite of united, solik black support is
equality). We pcse suvch strugeles to white workers and peoint 6ut the necess-
ity for blacks and whites to bz =77°=27 Zzainst their common emeny, the cap-
italist exploiters. We poirt out the historic subordinatica of blacks and
their legitimate refusal tc continue to tolerate it, and the necessity of
white workers to chawpion black demsnds if vnity is to prevail and workers
are to get what thzy need and went. '

Strategically, tc win, hlacks must mcve whites. Blacks must form allian-
ces based on self-interesc, anot love. Out of such alliances mutual respect can
develop. We urge blacks to rcise class demands in addition to the black
demands which have the potentiality of setting the vhite workers in motion around
" their own needs, for e.awple 3obs for all. If this is successfully accom-
plished under blzcik leadership the possibilities of winning the whites to
support for thke black demsnds are greatly enhanced. However, we should
have no 1llusic: s and should fo.ter no rlilusioans that advancing demands
that directly appeal to tne interests of vhite workers, like jobs for all,
will be a talisman that will brizg them into mc+ion and/ér win them to support
for the black demands., o o - C

Blacks, however, maj :efﬁse to raise,the demand:of'jobs for all.
They may feel that tliey have no obligation to fight for jobs for white
workers who often Lzave jobs at the expense of blacks. For blacds to take
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this attitude is wrong, destructive of class unity and in an error for the
black struggle because it uneccessarily pits whites against blacks vhere
.there was a possibility of unity in the fight for jobs for blacks and jobs
for all. We'say all of this.

. . But our criticisms arz not a reason:for faillng co supporé their etruggle
for preferential hiring or for failing to attempt to win white workers to
support  for that struggle, although the job is made more difficult.

.. To refuse to support their struggle because they are refuslng to,fight
for jobs for all“is to put the burden on blacks for ending the dividions in.
the working class. The working class is divided by the racist subordination
of blacks, not by blacks fighting for equality. The burden is on the white work-
-erg who for years have participated in the exclusion of blacks from jobs and
who' often continue to do so, and who refuse to fight for jobs for all, in-

cluding blacks.

To refuse to support their struggle for preferential hiring under those
conditions is to perpetuate the old chauvinist relationship that whites ‘'only
side with blacks when the blacks are fighting to end their own oppression.
Particularly at a time when there is no working class struggle for jobs for
. all taking place it is to subordinate the legitimate demand of blacks for
equality to the conservative racist consciousness of white workers. : It

-18‘to guarantee that in the future blacks will not be won to such an approach.
.Only unconditional support to the struggles for black equality can provide
2 bridge to working class unity

, Thus we never ask blacks to subordinate their struggle for black equal-
iQy to the backward consciousness of white workers in order to obtain class
utitty, (Such "unity" would be phoney anyway since it would involve one sec-
tion of the working class being subordinated to another section.) Furthermore,
we never make our support for -the struggle for blacL equality conditional upon
their raising class-wide demands. :

A number of the demands mentioned here have been fotight for in one way
or another previously under the rubric of “community control." That was
the ‘fighting slogan of the late 1960's under which the black masses were
frequently mobilized into struggle against their oppression. It reflected
.. the blacks coming to-a conscicusness of their oppression as a race and their
" rejéction of the white racist domination of every facet of black life. It was
a healthy extension of the black power movement which rejected white control

oVer blacks.

_ ~ Around the turn of the decade, at the'time when the black movement
was ebbing, the call for community control at times became the cover for
attempts to chain the black massés to capitalism.tkrough the agency of the

black petty bourgeoisie. That tnedency became most manifest in Newark

when the slogan was used by Baraka as a cover for his efforts to cooperate
with the city administration in their efforts to break the Newark teachers"
strike. . : . e
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The slogan, then, like any nationalist slogan of the oppressed nation,
has a dual character depending on who is wielding it and for what purposes.
We therefore must exercise care .in our use of it and never support it when
it is used as it was by Baraka in Newark. (What facilitated Baraka's
use of the black community in Newark was the failure of the AFT to forge
an alliance with and to fight for the just aspirations of the black community,
and its narrow trade union conceptions which allowed it to accept support
foom racist forcés).

But caution does not dictate abandoning what was a fighting slogan of
the blacks against racist oppression. To do so would be simply to grant an
important tool to the bourgeoisie in ti.e same way that giving up the term
"gsocialism" because the Stalinists have so misused it weakens substantially
our position, or that counterposing socialism to the black liberation move-
ment needlessly isolates us and strengthens the efforts of the petty
bourgeoisie to take the leadership of the movements against oppression. We
support community control struggles that are real struggles for black liber-
ation vhich have the potentiality of developing the consciousness and
self-confidence of the black masses. We call for such struggles, putting
our own content into them, and thereby enabling us to link up our political
conceptions to the slogans which have currency in the black community. In
our propaganda concerning community control we must be careful not to pander
to illusions about power resting in the community and stress that the funda-
mental conflict is one of class.

Our general approach to the struggles for equality of the black community
is the same as that for black workers. We urge them to extend their struggles
to include not only black demards but class demands as well and to urge white
workers to join them in the struggle for both. But our support for such
struggles is not conditional upor *hnir acceptance of that advice. We sup-
port them and we independently appeal to white workers to support them,
and we continue to offer our point of view as we struggle alongside of them.

In all of these issues we strive for black workers organized as black
workers to take the leadership. In no case, however, do we mske black working
class leadership a condition for our initiating or supporting struggles over
such issues so long as a reai battle for black needs is being waged. 1In
those cases we participate in those struggles and fight for working class
leadership. We are for this leadership because black workers are best
able to carry out a sustained, organized struggle without betraying it and
because of the strength they have as part of the working class. This strength
is manifested in their own ability to affect production, especially where
they are concentrated, and in their ability to involve the whole of the working
class in the struggle for black liberation.




