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NAC STATEMENT ON VIETN/AM

I. NI¥XON'S OVERLLL STRATEGY. Nixon's overall strategy in the Vietnam war has

at no time been a "no win" strategy, i.e. one of looking for a face-saving way

to get out before defeat.. While Nixon apparently accepted, around the time of

the Lao incursion (February,lQTl) that adventuristic military moves by the U.s.
could not tip the scales to military victory, Nixon's political aim at all times
has remained the perpetuation of Thieu or another pro-u.S. rggime in Baigon for

the indefinate future. This constitutes "victory" in political terms; the military

. actions in Vietnam were, after all, geared to this end. It is not an aim which

Nixon or the ruling class as a whole has given up.

We have sometimes been prone to the impression that a section of the ruling
class had decided that the war was hopeless and should be terminated; as applied
to the political aims of the war, i.e. that the effort to maintain a pro-U.S.
regime was hopeless and should be terminated, this was a misassessment. Some
parts of the politicel elite did indeed hold this.view. The view of the "anti-
war" section of the ruling class however is best stated in the original Wall
Street Journal (article) of Feb. 23, 1968; which gave the greeen light to the

anti-war liberals: WSJ stated that it was time to consider whether the "vhole
Vietnam &ffort may be doomed"and that the"logic of the batflefield" might
require withdrawal ‘-- -at that time and subsequently, however, WSJ and other im-
portéﬁ%'sections-of the class held back from drawing the conclusion that the
effort was doomed. The reason was also clear in the W8J editorial: w2 "must not
blink the fact,” WSJ stated, that withdrawal would be "an unmitigated disaster for
the U.S. and the Free World." This awareness of the stakes kept any substantial
séction of the ¢lass from waging e real fight to stop the war and made the class
and ‘the anti-war liberals a fundamentally vacillating force, which capitulated
to the pro-war forces any time it looked as if there was a good-chance to come
out of the war with a victory or¥partial victory for U.S. imperiflism -- whose
aims they of course supported no less than Nixon. - T

Within the overall aim of continuing to impose a pro-U.S. government on
South Vietnam, Nixon's strategy has been threefold: (1) if impossible to win
outright on the battlefield, maintain suffficient military pressure to coerce
North Vietnam to accept the lesst:faverable truce; (2) use the detente with
Russid’and China -- which aré partiof Nixen's overall international policy -- %0
isdiate NVN and if possible seéure Russian-Chinese pressure on WVN for the same
&in"'(infavorable truce); (3) continue sufficient military aid to-SVN. to mainr-
tain‘or increase military capability and enough economic aid ‘and diplomatic .
presence to maintain politicel control. . ... U
II. THE TRUCE. The truce nust be evaluated in terus of whether it achieves
the two fundamental aims of U.S. policy -- the coritinuation in power of the
puppet régime and the elimination of the NVN/PRG threat. The ansver is that
it achieves the first, at least for the moment, and postpones the second.

(1) Nixon has withdrzwn and signed a truce without withdrawal of NVN
troops -- this is less than his optimal-aim. '

(2) The truce however binds NVN and the PRG to accept the continuation of
the Thieu government until the profiised elections -- this is a compromise of
what was, until a year ago, a minimum NVN/FRG aim.
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The agreement represents a compromise, which was, of course, the only
realistic possibility given the military stalemete. . However, = from the U.S.
viewpoint, it is a compromise which represents:a considerable gamble. For it is
widely recognizd that: the:chances for ithe success of these agreements is not
great, as the Joint Chief's recognize. ‘This, of. dGUrse, does not mean that the
U.5. has given up, nor that it won't try to Gontlnue ~to t1p the scales in its

favor in the future. RN . e

It was- a gamble that the U.S. was w1lling to take for the follow1ng reasons.
Flrst of course was the continuing economic and political cost of the war which
forced Nixon to try and chieve some compromise. Secondly, it is believed that
-the truce will be effective for some minimel ampunt of time before it breaks
down, and vhen it does break down they will be sble to blame the other side
Tor bad feith, ete. Lastly, the agreement does allow for some chance of success
for the Salgon regime, due to the development of its military capabilities and
the right to continue supplylng it with mllitary equipment. {Indeed, a mili-
tary victory by the NLF is far from a certainity, and will be achieved only at
great cost, something our Stallnlst friends fail to realize.) .

The immediate balance'of forces is favorable to leon—Thieu. To the
extent that the truce goes into effect, government troops, police, ete., will .
return to areas they could not enter before -- not perhaps the hard-core FRG .
areas, but all the dlsputed ones. The same will not be true of the PRG. NVN
- troops remain in place. but'under the truce cannot be replaced; while this
counts for nothing in. the event the truce breaks down, it will effect troop
"strength and morale if the truce holds up for a considerable period. The truce

terms give each 31dewa veto in each "commisssion allowing either side to para-
lyze or break the truce guite easily. In particular this calls irnto doubt the
promised "eleciions" whlch remain to .be negotiated. Thieu has every reason
never to hold elections.’ '

The long-term balance of forces is favorable to the Stalinists, unless
they can be contained for a con31derable period. The Saigon regime rests on
an extremely narrow social bdse (although it is not true that it rests on no
social base) -- g tlny para51tlc‘capztallst-merchant class totally tied to
U.S. capital, a landlord tlaes whosc social power is minimal at this point,

a military bureaucracy intertwined with both, its real basis ‘of pover remains the
U.S. presence -~ diplomatic, milltary (in terms of aid at this point), and eco-
nomic._ The Stalinists are the only political force ‘with a strongly organized
base -- they have a monopoly on organized popular support. On the other hand,
their base is mainly rural and based on the national question (they have taken

& conservative approach on the land question) and while they have considersble
support in the cities this remains their weakest p01nt in terms ol organized’
strength.. This prov1des Nixon w;th some maneuvering room if his short-term

advantage can buy tlme, "and thls 1s his hope.

IIT. NIXON'S STRETEGY IN THE TRUCE PERIOD, Nixon's overall aim remains main-
taining Thieu or a satisfactory pro-U.S. feplacement. To do this he must (l)
maintain the regime in power in the’ short’ run, and (2) ir possible, shore up
its social base through bulldlng a stronger military-capitalist stratum, (such
polic1es would tle the decreplt capltalist cl.asd even more strongly to U. S ca-
pital, its own military, and U.S. ecotiomic &nd mllitary aid). Both facets dé-
pend on holding off and if p0551ble spllnterlng ‘the Stalinist challengé -- a

LN}
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decrepit regime can last quite a long time in the wake of az defeated or de-
moralized popular movement, but not otherwise. Thus Nixon's strategy 1s
fundamentally two-sided:

(1) Economic aid (and military =aid within or slightly in excess of the
truce terms) to Thieu, and a continuation of the U.S. political role in SVN.
(A possibility is a breaking of the truce and "preventiv@fmarﬂrby'theu; this
would not, however;, be. a good bet in the immediate Tuture and the U.S. will
not desire this until Thieu's strength can be built up. " (Thieu-might: he -
overestimates himself.). ; 5~ #e 1 ¥ 3

(2) Pressure on NVN. This is the real key in the short term to the Nixon
strategy -- the varigble which will determine whether it can succeed. This
_Pressure comes through ' i

(1) The Russia-U.S. and China U.S5. detentes. These vere critical:in forcing NVN
to glve up some essential points in its truce position; the example of the mi-
ning of Haipkong last May, when neither Russia nor China protested significantly,
reminds NVN that these countries have given the U.S. a free hand; by rthe same
token they have pressured NVN through restricting aid, etc., .snd might.well

fail to back up NVN should Thieu break the truce or should NVN decide to do so:

(1i) The offer of aid to NVN. The reported figures are enormous.($2:5 billion,
a giant’figure‘for_an économy like NVN -- though ironically . Nixon's' domestic
budget cuts may make it hard to get this sum from Congress) and Nixohls aims
are explicitly those of bribery: "To the extent that the North Vietnamese...
participate with us and other interested countries in the reconstructions. -

they will have a tendency to tGFh invards to the works of peace rather than®" -
turning outward to the works of war." However, Kissinger's Hanoi visit seems-
not to have won anything concrete, though it's impossible to know for certain;

(iii) The;th;eat}pflreiptervention if NVN laupches an attack this spring (or-
later.). Nixon will not send troops, but the threat of reneved bombing, mi-™
ning, etc., is real and must have.been communicated privately. - We.need notf
fear that respect for public opinioh or other scruples would deter Nixon.
Indeed, . Sen. Mansfield is attempting legisletion to prevent a reintervention;
this will fail, but it shows that the threat is taken seriously by some.:

However;'as time goes on. it becomes increasingly unlikely that - the U.S. _
will reintervene, for the simple reason that there is no reason to supposé "’
that military intervention could,achieve in the future what it has' féiled to
achieve in the past, o M
- To sum up: Nixonis .strategy is. to maintain the truce militarily’'in the short
‘term (several wonths, &-year, maybe more) while (probably) failing ‘té“hold ‘
elections; to build up Thieu and put enough pressure on North Vietnam”through-
Russia[China and his own bribes and threats to force compliance; td Whittle
awvay at the Stalinist base in SVN. At least this buys time, at most it
might buy victory.

1V. NORTH VIETNAM'S STRATEGY. NVN's fundamental aim remoins -the conquest of
power by the PRG and the reunification of Vietnam under pro=8talinist aus-
pices., VWhat their strategy is with regard to the cease-fire is difficult to
assess .at thic &iue, It is GEficult because we do not know the actual mili-
t v came? Gifie, o Dot g Trat ¢ ve 0 4
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tary capabilities of the NLF/NVN, That is we do not know how much damage to
their military position was done by the betrayals of Russia and China, and by
the massive bombing and minig of harbors by the U.S. We do know that the da-
mage was sufficient to make them accept the cease-fire.

Their likely strategy is probably two-fold. First to uphold the cease-fire
as long as it looks likely that they could gain power through peaceful means
{(i.e., elections, coslition government, etc.). Secondly, at least to get rid of
the U.S. so that when the fighting resumes their chances of beating Saigon will
be greatly increased.

Of course, given the politics of NVN, there is no guarantee that they will

not accept something short of self-determination on a permanent basis, that is,

a sell-out of one form or another. However, this is not a repeat of 1954, and

there is no indication that the NLF will be willing to give up the areas of the
country it controls in the south.

Given the patchvork division of the country, a breakdown in the cease—flre
becomes alimost inevitzble {indeed, it has even prevented the beginning of any
real cease-fire.) Combined with Thieu's continuing attempts to suppress the
Stalinists' control, the liklihood is that even if the NLF is inclined to wait,
they will be forded to take up the fight again if they are to avoid complete
defeat, "While Nixon's promise of aid to NVN may be agble to buy time, there is
no indication that it can buy victory.

V. THE INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT. Left to themselves, the Vietnamese parties would
not remain at truce very long. The prospects {or the truce depend in considerab’~
measure on the international pressures. The basic context is: an overall two-
sided detente in the world as a whole (U.S.-Russia) and a four-sided detente in
Asia (these plus China and Japan). The stability of both detentes is fundamen-
tal to Nixon and (at least) to the Russians and Chinese; for Nixon, they repre-
sent both a solution to some economic difficulties and also the chance to press,
through detente, for diplomatic and trade gains -- a continuation of the cold
war by other means. For North Vietnam, the resumption of a full-scale effort

to' conguet SVN in the context of a world detente would be gquite difficult, though
not impossible; the Vietnamese Stalinists’ policies in the past have been calcu-
lated to the international Stalinist line, and NVN would find it qu1te hard to

go against both China and Ru381a in fundamentals -- though the "bloe" is no
longer so° ‘coherent. On the’ other hand, the international detente itself is
obviously not so stable in the really 1ong run. /4n end to the detente would
release NVN to resume the struggle with backing from her “allies," just as its
continuation would put pressure on NVN not to. The danger, however, is that if
’the truce holds for any length of time, Thieu (and his nearly two million troops)
may take advantage of favorable circumstances, NLF/PRG/NVN disaaray and demorali-
zation, étc., to launch an Indonesia-style “clean-up". Oviously, this would not
catch the NLF unaware and result in a gigantic slaughter as in Indonesia, but on
the other hand, sudden reversals in the situation cannot be ruled out.,

At present, then, the immediate situation remains confused. However, the
possibility of a relatively early breakdown of the truce and a new NVII/PRG
drive is quite strong.
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VI. THE CHAR/CTER OF THE PEACE AND OUR SLOGANS. Fundamentally the truce is a
truce imposed by imperialism -- a truce forced upon NVN and the PRG by the col-
lusion of U.S., Chinese and Russian imperialism against a struggle for national

self-determination. Qur slogans flow from this.
\

, Self determination for Vietnam -- Znd all U.S. aid, withdraw all U.,S, troops
from SE /sia -- Down with the imperialist commissions -- Down with Thieu.

Military support for NLF/PRG against U.S. and its puppets -- defense of their
right to violate the imperialist truce.

Full democratic rights for the Vietnamese people, north and south -- For
freedom of the press, freedom of political organization, and for free trade
union -- Arm the workers and peasants to defend their rights and organizations--
for a workers' and peasants' government -- for a revoluticnary party t@ lead
the struggle for independence and socialism.
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AMEKDMENTS TO THE SEATTLE 'PROFESSOR! DOCUMENT
Doéﬁmeﬁﬁdfop'subﬁission to the NG or NAC by D. Crees (St. Louis)

Motivation

_The generally useful Zuidance provided by the Seattle document is under-
mined by a tone which borders on passivity and/or scholasticism. The authors!
attitudes about. participation in unions are particularly questionable, G&everal
points would appear to be relevant: ) . _ o

1, Building an AFT local allows entry into AFT national politics, conventions,
ete. - To the extent that 4FT is a priority focus, access by our members is

" 2, College professors tetid to think of themselves as middle~clagss and
pfofeéﬁibnsls. Unionization is a first step toward breaking down such gelie
conceptions. Even those who do not join are confpented with the existence of
the unione.

3. Generally, departmental decision-making is nearly as tundemocratis
and elitist! as decision-making in other academic institutions. ©Of course we
must participats in departmental decision-making, but the failure to unjenize
makes the department the only way in which we can influence decisions abeut
hiring, firing, etc., ethQé%ardly a revolutionary stancel

4, A local which is not yet a kaxg bargaining agent frequently draws
upon the most socially conscious sectors of the university (women, blacks,
chicanos, radicals, young professors, etc.). To the extent that this is true,
the local can provide organized and visible support to the struggles of students,
BSU's, or related workers. (to the extent that the local is not socially
conscious, a functioning UAC could x operate similarly.) Such organized guppard
is an important way of making contact with other sectors of the working‘clasa'
Further, such support may prevent those struggles from being isolated and !
defeated. :

5. Finally, we should note that (Katz, et al, to the contrary) that in
some circumstances unions of college professors have played critical roles,
Geismar's National Union of Higher Education was the first union to strike in
support of striking French students and in support of transforming and
democratizing the university. That dramatic moment had been preceded by
efforts in previous years to build a militant union of college teachers,

Moving on to #13, if we are going to participate at all in radical
caucuses, it should be toward some end and not as an abstract gesture.
Logically that end should be to encourage Marxist s scholarship worthy ef
the name and to build the rank-and-file teacher's movement,

Last (and least) whether college professors have more free time than otheys
f#% (#2) appears to be a matter of definition. A significant number of ‘
professional'academicians devote their entire lives (evenings, weekends,
vacations, etc) to their 'professions'. Yet it is in relation to such '
narrow compulsiveness that our professor members will be evaluated when
seeking to retain their jobs, get promoted, etc. The amendment strives to taks
this into accout. Finally, the second half of sentence 1, #13 is simply
gratuitous, It should be clearly understood that for no member of IS is
pelitical work "a secondary leisure time activity", :
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Amendments

Page 1, #2 Delete last sentence and insert:

It should be taken into account that professors 1) generally have a more
flexible time schedule than other people with full-time jobs, and 2) can
frequently dovetail Marxist scholarship with university publishing standards.
Professor members should utilize these advantages to the fullest, P

Page 4 Delete #12 and insert:

12. Unions., On campuses where AFT locals exist, we join and participate in them.
Where none exist we should actively build them (unless particular circumstances
completely foredoom such an effort). Given our assessment of academic institutions
(#10), the AFT local is the logical place to raise all of the political issues
mentioned previously: -democratic education, hiring and firing, racism, sexism,
academic freedom. In addition; the local should be utilized to make contact

with and support related struggles (c.g., campus workers, public school teachers).
Finally, professor members shoula, where p0531ble, part1c1pate in AFT politics

at the natlonal level.

Page 4 Delete #13 and insert:

13. We do not discourage our professor members from doing the necessary work
to keep their jobs, got promoted, etec., however we strongly encourage that
this work take political lines wherc possible, We acknowledge Marxisi
scholarship as a legitimate form of political activity., However, in the
interests of the full political development of all members, scholarship
should never be scen as anyones sole form of political activity

4. We will partieipatc in such radical caucuscs as cxist within the various
professional societies but we gencrally accept no burcaucratic responsibility
for them. . Our participation should bec designed to move them toward a working-
class orientation. Specifically we should encourage them to %2 1) promote
serious Marxist scholarship, and 2) to build the rank-and-file teachers movement
within the AFT, Participation in such radical caucuscs may thus dovetail with
our scholarship or our union work but otherwise should always remain a secondary
concern.



The Farmworkers, Teamsters, and Salinas

1. Brief Background

: " 4 ‘
In 1970 the United Farmworkers (UFW) moved into Salinas as their primary target
for organizing, following relative success in the grape vineyards. The Salinas
Valley growers (lettuce and other vegetables) responded to the organizing drive
By signing a sweetheart agreement with the Teamsters (IBT). It was at that point
that 7000 field .workers struck against the phony contract and for the UFW. The
strike was semi-spontaneous, and included workers from a couple of growers that
the UFW did not want to strike, because they had long-standing contracts with IBT.
The strike, and the threat of a boycott, brought a few growers to terms with the
UFW. The four growers that signed with the union were the giant Interharvest-
{(United Frult), Pic§Pac, Freshplct and D'Arrlgo

The majority of growers held out and made it through the strlke w1th some loss

of crops. The UFW launched ‘a national boycott of lettuce, most of which is from
the Salinas Valley, their main pressure to win contracts. Since 1970 the battle
has been on this level, with the farmworkers relying on the ‘boycott, liberal
politicians, and AFL-CIO higher-ups. “No more Salinas growers have signed with

" the UFW. ' S an

After the Salinas strike the Teamsters backed ofif and signed a pact witli the UFW.
They agreed to let the growers out of any agreement with them to sign with the
UFW. They also agreed to allow the field worker jurisdiction to go to the UFW,
and the UFW agreed that the shed workers bedonged in the IBT. This jurisdictional
agreement was the same one reached in 1966-7 after the IBT tried unsuccessfully

to raid the UFW in Delano{Di Giorgiv). The UFW hoped that the AFL-CIO could get tke
IBT to live up to the pact. Soon after the pact was signed the IBT was complaining

that the UFW was violating it, especially through the lettuce‘boycott, which
affected Bud Antle, a big grower>tﬁat the IBT 'had signed earlier, in 1961:

With the IBT's firm decision to move ahead with the rald the situation has changed.

The growers are now set for an all out fight. Not only have no new growers been
brought to terms, but of the original four that signed with the UFW, only one is
still under contract - Interharvest. D'Arrigo has signed with the Teamsters,'and
the UFW called a strike against him in the Imperial and Salinas valleys. The
workers were sent out on the boycott. The other two are 'nmegotiating" with the
UFW to renew their contracts, but the UFW thinks tney are only stalllng before
they sign with the IBT.

2. This Summer

The growers, buoyed by the IBT's help, are set for battle. They are challenging

the UFW in its strongest area, the Salinas Valley. If they defeat the union here--

no grower anywhere will feel forced to deal with the union. The existing UFW
contracts may well be lost. It's a life and death struggle for the farmworkers'
union.

The IBT and growers, and the UFW are all gearing up for the battle. Chavez has
announced that the UFW will strike the Salinas fields (all of them - ‘'we don't
discriminate™) this summer. The growers have shown a bit of their strategy at
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D'Arrigo, where they have a scab crew of 60 blacks working. They are attempting

to isolate the UFW's support to Chicanos (the farmworkers call, themselves Mexicans),
cutting the union off from the Filipinos, anglos (Okies) and biacks. However this
tactic is of limited value at harvest time, when thousands‘gf'woikars;are.needed
and the only ones available will be Chicanos. The Teamsters, in addition to posing
as the union of anglos/English-speakers, have a number of Chicano organizers, but
they will probably not have much effect on the field workers and will be for public
relations purposes only.

The UFW is responding to this by posing itself as a union for alldfarmﬁgfkers, not
a "Mexican union'. For example, when a group of rank and file Teamsters went to the
UFW officc in Salinas, a black and an anglo farmworker spoke to the group.

With my present minimal knowledge of the situation I couldn't begin to predict the
outcome of tiie struggle. But it does seem clear that this summer's struggle will
be critical. 1If the UFW is successful, it will be a major breakthrough, possibly
driving the IBT out of the picture or making them a lot less useful to the growers.
If the UFW loses, it could be the beginning of the end (at least temporarily) for
the union.

3. Why are the Teamsters Raiding the UFW?

The Teamsters' interest in farmvorkers is of long standing. As the IBT brochure,
"Facts Behind the Lettuce Boycott™, pointsout, it pre-dates the UFW. In 1945 the IBT
"organized" 50,000 cannery workers in California by red-baiting the CIO and collaborating
with the corporations. Since then food processing has become an important section of
the IBT throughout the US. And of course, in an industry so dependent on packing,
warehousing, and trucking as agriculture, it's inevitable the Teamsters will put their
eye on the production workers to make their hold cogplete. It gives them more members,
more dues, more leverage with the companies, more control of the workforce, and of
course helps prevent another union from organizing the field workers and "disrupting"
things for them. The IBT signed sweetheatt agreements covering field wokkers with
Pud Antle and Mapes in Salinas in k& 1961-2 (and called it a.'breakthru')

Addxitiorully the UFW organizing poses a in particular a potential threat to the IBT
bu.reaucracy in some other ways. They are afraid of losing the thousands of packing

shed workers and tens of thousands of cannery workers, that they have had under contract
for some time. Ilost of these workers are now Chicanos, havaing largely replaced the
"okies" and other etimic groups. They are sympathetic to the Farmworkers, since many

of tiem have workew in the fields and have family/feiends who do now. In the canneries
despite a well-entrenched bureaucracy that holds elections in the off-season for canning,
there is already a defénite threat to them from below. There are oppositionist

Canaery Vorkers Ccmmittees in most annery loclas in the xxx state. If the UFW

werc to guin strength in the fields, there would arise the threat that the canmery workers
fand shed workers) would leave the IBT. Or, short of that, the WKE¥x farmworkxzems'
militancy would spread to these related sectors of workers, bringing the “idsruption"

the IBT piecards talk about tight inside the IBT's own house.

At %ﬁis point a defeat at the hands of thie UFY would be a blow to the IBTs reputation.

Thzt is, the bureaucracy has staked enough on it that it has its own momemtum that

would be hard to stop. Perhpps if Fitzsimmons could rewind histowwy a few years, he'd

try another way to rip off 500,000 or so potential members. But that option is gone.

By "reputatéon' I mean a couple of things. First of all, the bureaucracy would look

bad within the union, especially to. secondayy leaders. It would contribute to Fitzsimmons'
reputation as a bumbler. Seoncdly, and mare importantly, it would hurt the IBT's. reputation
a5 "tough'". ("They may be crooks, but they.can sure deliver the goods™) This reputation’
in part accounts for why the IBT is far ahead of any other union in acquiring new members
by wimning NLRB elections. For it to be defeated in a major area, food production

(and processing) would be a serious defeat. At the same time, it would be at the hands
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of a different kind ‘of unionism, a sort-of militant social unionism ('revoiutionary
movement” is what Fitz called the UFW). So*it would not only be an drginizational loss -
but an idedlogical one as well. Posing a threat to the business unionism par excellance
of the IBT tops makesthis doubly important to them. And Fitzsimmons take s his right-
wing views seriously. at SR ;

4 Meanwhile, back at the Teamsters L .
When the radd on the UFW began (DiGiorgio 1966) and even in Salinas in 1870, it did
not have the united support of the IBT bureaucracy.' Some Teamster officials who

are closer to the labor statesman breed or who run with AFLCIO officaixls did not want
the raid. This included Einar Yohm, head of the~Western Conference of Temasters (WCT).
And a number of others, especially local officers, wanted no xgx part of it or were
favorable to the UFW. SOme locals sent mohey to the UFW. Wm. Grammi, Intl Organizer
and #2 man in the WCT hieracchy, was the man behind the raid. &,

The situation has changed now kkkk that the bureaucracy has staked so mauch on it. Puxx
Bureaucrats have been brought into line. ~They feel it would beé a threat to the whole
bureaucracy at this point, or they feel too much pressure to show any disagreemetn. Even
at the local level, a possibly sympathetic official feels '"why should I stick my neck

out on this it wont even make me more popular with the rank and file", since it is
important tok the bureaucracy wut at most of secondary concern to most members.

This can change if the UFW is successful in striking Salinas and agina dramatically
exposing -the IBTs role as scabherder. Perhpps then_even Gihbons-Hoffa oula cppose

the raid. (Hoffa recently defeneds it in the bay area).

It shonld be recalled that on June 30 the nanional Master Freight Agreement expires,

and the next day, July 1, the Califronai Cannery Contract expires. Espescially in

the former case, the bureaucracy may well have its hands full with some problems

from the ranks in trucking, and if at the same time they are scab herding. in Salinas,

this will make it’ Houbly hard for them. 'ore oenings for oppostion will appear .
as the rank and file get a real lesson in what the bureaucracy is all about, and

more cracks in the bureaucracy may begin. _ :

5. I.S. Activity, Some Ideas

This struggle is not only crucial to farmworkers, but to the entire labor mzovemetn.

A defeat jis a blow against all new organizing, espécially of oppressed &Mz sectors

or workers (eg Farah). And a victory is a victory for militancy in the labor movemetn,

which is why only the "left' bureaucrats who can hope to ride that militancy, support

the UFW. (Meanys "sppport'' is completely token). Because of its significance fmx

. .the mobilization of labor support for the UFW is an importaiit kaks takh for so&idlists

‘and militants, and wne likely to meet with some response. At the same time the opportunfties
for xxx socialxistx propaganda are ak many. Co

We should.begin now to pday some role in this struggle on a national scale and in

. different areaas. '

In the Bay area we have begun some activity in the IET abound the issue. We formed
a (small). committee of Teamsters against the raids on the Farmworkers, and have got
resolutions condemning the raid passed in three locals, taken a group to Salipas, issued
leaftdts, begun a petition effort, etc. We texntatively plan to continue activity on
this scale in the immediate future to get it known there are Teamsters opposed to the
ragtkx raid, to get a core of people comhitted to struggle around it, etc We would
also like to make a "publicity splash® a little later (after more resalutions have
been paseed, etc) parhhps with 'a press confernece in fron ta of the IBT-WCT Headquarters.

This kind of activity shoudlk be carried -out on a national scale by oor IBT fraction,
wherever possible. This seems especially tru e in L.A. where posaiblities are pmgobably
best. It .affords an excellent tool for raising the role of the bureacuracy in a
concrete way; and can be lin#led to other questions, such as racism. Additionally we
should tty ‘to meet and and work with Chicano and Latino Temasters this way. We should
consider’ formingsa ‘statewide IBT group in California on this question, even Xkx if its:



£

e

- sicne a major battle may be shaping up, numbers of militantsxaxmxkikziyxx

Z{ .

statewide-ness is largely paper at this point, since its likely to be a more explosive
issue later, and a solid nucleus will be valuable. The TUAD is calling a natiional
confab of TUAD IBTers, and may be planning a ome kind of national paper group on this,
which could be of use @k to our efforts w if we are willing to move.

At the same time we whould be involved in other ways--especiadjy through the various
UFW committees. Unfortuantely, in.our branch at least, they have been shunned (at on
Exec Committee meeting one member called them "a bunch of Christian liberals"). 1In
fact they are largely liberals but also attract unionists§ radical workers,xx And

can be
mobilized into support of the UFW. Mk IN California, at least, there are a few quasi-
indepedddrnt Citizens Committees for Justice for Farmworkers, whcih in at least one
case sees its role as mobitizing rank and file workers from other unions, especially
the IBT, to supprt the UFW. This is the kind of activity we shouldk be involved in,
throughk the UFW boycott committees or other means. In the case of a strike we should
be in apostion to take the initiative in pushing for labor demos, marches, support feom
locals, etc. Of course we whould also attempt to work with Chicanp and other thrid
world groups such as La Raza Unida Labor Committee in L.A. and to meet militants

in other unions.

Along with direct activity towards building Teamster and dabor Suppprt for the UFW,
..we._should carry out independedt propaganda around the questjon. We should hold forums
(w1tn IBT, UFW speakers etc) put out some literature broadenlng the questions involved,:
raising the labor party as @ opposed to Chavez's support ¥or Kennedy-Democrats, etc.

This in only a very beginning on defénite plans for activity. But it does seem clear

that this is a workhwhiel project for us to engage in, that can involve our various

-~fractions (¥BT, Chicano, Student, Other unions,) in a commou/projectwarennd—a“nmgoryﬂA\ﬂﬁﬁ_ﬁ

labor strgggle. In Branches w:th IBT and/or chicano fractions in particular, this
work should be taken up. r

..-- Ken / East Bay Branch / March 15 73

e o—
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"That is a middlc=class moVoments

i

 In order ts bogin to analvzc our pasition on any movement, Wo
‘must be sbaolutely clcar as to the ¢lass paturc of that move-
‘ment. e dcfine the naturc of a movcment in rolatibn to two
criterias 1. the class composition of that_movomont, that is,
which class or classcs arc involved in it; and, 2. the class
naturc of its idcology and progral, that is, whiech class docs
its program rcpresent. These two eritcria must always be cval-
uated together in order to corrcetly analyzc a movement. Tor,

if only cpitorium #1 is uscd, then the Deomocratic Party is a
working class institution as, numerically, working elass pcople
composc its majordty., On the other hand, if only criteriun #2
is usod; then the T.S. is a workinz class party as it certainly
docs have a working class Prograile Thercforc, these two criteria
must be uscd together in any cvaluation of the class naturc of a
novenent ' I R ok

Thepe arc cascs in which thore arc contradictions between these

L . ———tua criteria,e - However, in the casc of tho Gay Liboration
Movenent, there is no such comtradiction. nalysis of tho elagi—

naturc of this movcenent show that this novement is undoubtodly
a middlc=class movenont,

Although onc has nadc a beglnning when onc has dccided that the
Gay Tiberation ilovement is a niddlc-class movoment, it docsn'?t
carry onc toc far, For, yhat 15 a middlc=class novenent? To
50y that it is a movecmont conposcd largely of middle-class
clenents and programmatically reflceting the middle class, onlxr

lcaves onc with the taslk of dofining niddlc class. This now rust .

he donc,

"The modern middle classcs (the indcpendont profrssions, the
=1 =
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intelligensia, managorial strata, ctc. — not white collar VOTHSTS)
arc fragnented. and scarccly f£it the ninimun criteria of a social
class sot by Harx: 'the scparate individuals form a.class in so
far as they have to carry on comion battle against another

class: otherwisc they arc on hostide terms with ‘cach othcr as
conpetitors! (larx and Ingels, The German 1dcology, PPe. 48-9) 5

Tn fact, what malkces the middle strata a -class, or a group of
classcs is primarily their position betwcen the ruling and the

working classos.“l The middle class is relatively powerless to
affcet basic changcs in socicty because it ncither owns the
means of production, distribution,’ ctc. as docs the bourgcoisic
nor is it powcrful by ncans of its éoncentrated strength in
industry as is tho working clags. . The middlec classcs, placed
boticon these two classces, shows itd focling of powerlcessness
by oscillating betuwcon the ruling class and the wvorking class -
looking towards that class nost likely to Ydeliver.thc goods®
at any particular time. In othor wordsy this is to say that
the middlec class lacks any historic dircction.

ns Harxists, e say that thoe working class is the only,.class
that has an higtoric dircction. The.working class "is the only
class whosc social position in the syston compels ﬁit] to
strugzle against the very property rclations of bourgcols
socicty."e? The ultinato histaic dircction of the struggle
being sociglism, It is beéause there is this dircetion to tlc
struggles of the working elass that 1t 1s possible to develop

a progra of transition from prcscnt bourscols society o
socialism. This progran, bascd on the objeetive nccdg of the
working class, sccks to bridge the gap between the subjective
clacs consciousnoss as it is now and the class conscliousness
necessary for the working.class to ¢arry out itgs higboric
fmisnion., Thco transitional program is a graduatcd progran of
derniands, slogans, obe. vhich conerctiges the steps nccesoary GO
achicve a socialist revolution.

The transitional progran is thus thoe progran for the socialist
revolution. It is The working class! road to statc power. ind,
it is only to the working classo that a transitional program:
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applics becausc only the working class can nakc a socialist
revolution. 'hat follows from this is that there cannot be any
trangitional programrfor a middlc~class novencht, speeifically,
the Gay Libcration liovencnt.

Now, a progran for the-Gay. Libecration iovenont nay be called
“transitional™ but only in the scensce that this progran is bascd
on the transitional progran for the working class: the basis of
coordinating the work of comrades in the Gay-novement with work
being donc in working class arcnas and the basis of turning the
. political dircection of the Gay Liberation lHovenent towards the
working class., (llorc on thigs later) To usc the tern “transi--
tional® in any other sensc in relation to theo Gay Liberation

HMovenent io confusing.

e

The "Derivative Transitionality” of the Gay Liberation liovenent:~

Our position on Gay Libcration is confusing bocausc it uses the
tern "transitional”™ in a vay other than that discusscd above: it
criploys the concept of a “derivative transitionality” for the
Gay Libephtion liovenent. I rcefor to our position that the Gay
Libeoration lMovenient is “transitional in a derivative sense' in
that ""it cannot be won in igolation, but on the contrary the

full achicvenent of gay. liberation depends on the transition

to rcevolution and revolutionary socicty and values®™. Derivative,
in this context, is cxplainced as 1. the nced for the gay novencnt
to nake allianccs with other novenents in order to achicve its
goals; and, 2. the nced for othor movenonts for social change

in order to providc the climate in which a gay movenent ‘can grou

Now, thc problen with this concept, "transitional in a derivative
sensc’y ig that it can be appliced to any novement for social
betternent - fron the novercnt for prison reform to the struggle
for workers control: all nocd allics 6 win and all depend on
the right social clinate for their succceosse But what docs this
have to do with their being “gransitional in a dorivative scnsc’t? .
Wo Harxist would'applu the dénccpt of trdnsitionality, any typc
of transitionality, to thc noverent for prison reform. On the
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othcr hand, the prolctarion movenent bowards workers control is
not “transiticnal in a derivative scnsc® but just plain transi-
tional, £ concopt —~ in this casc “transitional in a derivative
scnsc” = ghould be discardsd if it in no way differcntiates
betucen different social rovenante but, rathcr, scts up a
“"heading® under vhich they all fit. This way of looking at
soclal noveonents confuncs rathor than clarifics,
The confusion ariscs in our use of the word “trancitiont. 'lc
c:, "The full'achicverwnt of gay libeoration depends on the

ransition to roevolution and rovolutionary socicty and valucg'.

ot

In this statencent co used the tera, transition, not in the
Marxist sence of o progran that organiges tho working class to
take state powver, but to mzan a changc: fromn-vherce we arce now
to a revolutionary socicty. The substitution of the word
“change™ for the word “transition® would clarify the statenont

Just quoted by saying that the full achicvencnt of the goals

of the Gay Liberation lovencent cannot happen in isolation but
] D

requires a change to a socialist socicty for its achicevenont.

The Dual Maturc of the Gay Liboration ovencnb:

Historically, tho transitional program .as developed in rogponse
to the pressing nexd to bridge the gap botwccen tuwo kinds of
Prograns prcviouslj Thought to be unconncetable: a progran of
denands gsceningly obtainablz under capitaliocn and a progran of
denands only obtainablc under cocialioni. The forner kind of
denmands <orce traditionally callsd nininal denands and the later,
traditionally callced naxinal derands.  The duality of thcse o
kinds of dcemands, of those o types of prograns, was clininated
by the transitionzl prograr:  thoe trnnsi?ion&l progran fuscd

the progran for the dey to day strusggles under éapitalism,vthc
nininal prograrn, .ith the strugzle for socialisnm, and, thus, for
the naxinal prograt.

But the possibility of bridging the zap bobtween nininal and
) i & . ]
where thore is the pogssibility of a

naxinal denands cxists only



. Judith Lrv/Io
\.'

Gay Libcration = pg. 5

transitional progran - in the working clacs. .. non-uorking

class novencnt, thus a non-transitional novencnt, can only havce
niningl and naxinal denands. Our position on Gay Libepation 1o
a good cxanplc of this. Ve gtate that, on the onc hand, the
Gay Tiberation Movenmont "io a strugglc{for civil rights' and,
on the oth:or hand, it “is a struggle against social nmores which
arc repressive against honoscxuality specifically and against
sexual frecdort and deviance (and indccd social frcedon and
deviance) norc gencerally™., In the later conncetion, we go on
to say that “bourgcois socicty is not rcally capablce of incul-

* cating a culturc of geniunc frccdon thus the gay struggle cannot

bc won on a purcly rcforniat -basis’. Thus the Gay Liberation
Movenont has demands which arc theorotically achicvable under
capitalisn, civil rights, and denands wshich rocquire socialisn
for their achicvenont, a culturc of geniunc frecdoh. This is
the fornat of a classical nininal/mexinal prograrn, In our
position, we call the mininal/maxinal naturc of the Gay Iiber-

ation Movenont its “dual naturct.

But, here, another problem arises: in our discussion of civil
rights, i.c. nininal denands, we prescnt sone denands that arc
not nininal at all but properly belong to a discussion of
naxinal denands. e write: the strugglce for civil rights
includes Ya struggle for full hunan rights, cqual to all others
and for a social atnospherc hich cncourages full frcecdon for
the group in question...more imiediately, civil rights includes
all the rights - to cmploymont, frecodor fron police harassnent,
ote., = for which other groups have struggled™, Now thesc last
rights - to cnploynent, frecdon fron policce harassnont, cte. =
arc all rights theercetically obtainable under capitalisn, in
othor words, Tefornsy But full huitan rights and an atnosphoroe

which cncourages full froodoer: is only obtainable undcr socialic.

5o how could they be civil rights (reforms)? Becausc we wore
confused on the (non—transitional) naturc of the Gay Libcration
Movenent, ¢ were confuscd on the (rnininal/maxirial) typc of
denands the strugglt produccs, In gonce way we hoped to bridge
the gap beticen nininal and naxinal denands by taking a n®xinal

—
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denand and calling it a nininal demand. Unfortunatcely, velling
a naxiral denand a niniral denand doces not ke a non~-transitiom—.
al novenont transitional., "¢ must be clecar on the facet that

. there can be no Transitisnal prograr for thB Gay Liberation

Hovonents  Frov this it follows that the moveiient can only have
niniral and maxinal denmands. And, if thisc i5 so, full hunan
rights and an abt-osphorc vhich cncourages full frecdon, should

be called “vhat it is: soncthing obtainablce only under soeializn,
a naxineal donand.

2 Recagon Yhy OQur “Look o the "orking Class’ ‘“pproach Failced:

The unique contribution of rcvolutionary socialists to the

Gay Liberation ploverncnt is our ability to sce that the achicve-
nent of full gay liberation = full hunan rights ~ requires a
soclalist soclety. ILvon the achicvenent of the nore linited
concept of civil righte becomncs nore and more difficult to
achicve, and oacc achicved, rctained, given the gencral doceay

of capitalist szoclctEr.

9n discussing a strategy for winning civil rights for gays, e
rust raisc the nced for an “agtion novenent” copeeially in
decaling ith thosce groups oricnted tovsards “pressurc—-groaup”
politiecs. "¢ must point out that it is only thraugh nass actio:
that thc Gay Libcration Movoerent can win and keep its demands
for social rcfom, Howcver, oven a nass action nmovenont will be
defoated 1f 1t looks tovards tho capitalist state for the suc—
ccon of 1tg progran. Thore ic no ond of such oxanples. ¢

st say that it is onlj in a Ercak fron bourgeois leiﬁics and
in linking up with the strugsles of the workinﬁ‘clasﬁ that thc
Gay Libcration lavenent can ingurce the achicvenent of itg
dcrends. In othzor vords, we raisc the demand for a worldng class

oricntation,

The queantion is vy oo ralise this deoand, In thc_past /¢ have
pointed to the potential vover of the working class.and its
higbory of militancy and strugzglc in tho causc of social Justic.
in ordcr %o convinec pcople to orient tovards it. Butb working
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clasn gtruggles have not developed to a peint vhere the power

of the vorking class o cffcet soclal changs beconcs real and nov
just potential. This is tho rcason that, in the pact, this
approach has faileds Having the potential power of the prole-
tariat on thc onc hand and the real powér of thc bourgeoigic on
the other, the Gay Idberation iiovenent looked tovard the
bourgcoisic as that class nost able to “deliver the goods™ nouv,
Thoether this "laol to the working class™ approach will succced

in the futurc deponds upon hether thore vill be a significant
incrcasc in working clagss stmuggles - sufficient o provide a §

o

wvorking class pole of attraction for the Gay Iiberation foverient. \

However, the ncar futurc will not sitness such a significant
incrcace in the Llovel of ntrugglce, Toow7ill neither 1. sce a
gtrong, nilitant noverment of the clans as a “hiole nor, 2. scc the
developront of a gtrong vorking claco gay nwovonent. Point #1.
docs not ncced furthor discussion as there igc gencral agreenent

on it. Point #2, ho.cver, ncuds sorc claboration. Torking class
gays need a higher conscicucness to sSce thenselves as a doubly
oppregssed sector of the working class (oppressced becausc thoey,
arc workers and bocause Thoy arc gay) than do other specially
opprosted sceborn (such ag blacks-or vonen), This is partly
related to the unique Yability” of gays to conccal the Ycause”

of thelr oppression, i.c. onco gayncss = an ability not readily
availablc to blacks or .oncn.,

This nccd for higher conscinusncss can be illustrated by looking
at thc movenents of the 1960's, It was out of the strugglces

of the black liberation novenent that womnen developed the cone-
sciousness necesnary to struggle around denands rclated
specifically %o wonen. nd it -iasn't until after this occurrcd
that zgayc sav the nced to strugzgle around their own denands.
This iz not €o say that working class novenents of the specially
opprecsed will develop in this orders It is only to point out
that, histerically, tho conseiousness nceded for any kind of gay
struggle ds higher than for other kinds of étrﬁgglo. " This docs
not preclude the pogssibility of individual gay vorkers or.groups
of workers fighting for their specific dcmands. But it doco

L
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ruclude ths Possitility of g sovencnt of vorking clans gays in
thiS'period. Onc cannct Ccxpeet the dovelopiont of a povcpful
working clacs Gav‘Liboration Haverint in the abocnec of a gch-
crally norc conscious roverient of the “hole clags, Lndlwithout

-cither a gonerally powcrful movenont of the whole cla S5 or a
powerful workingz clags Gay Albkratl)n tlovenent there 1u no real
ovonient,

pole of attraction for thc Gay Liboration il

‘nother Rcagsn ‘hy Our “Tock to the ‘orking Class Approach Tailcd:

-Houever, the reagon this “leock to TEg | orklng clasg® a?proach
has failed gocs wven décper than thiss it gocy to the fact that
thr relation of socialists to niddlc—-class
novenents of the Specially opprosied. Ao T said pefore,
Ssocialists intervenc in a moveront in order to produco a
soclalist conscisucnecss rithin that movenent. This is the unique
-eontribution that ;o can nalze. Ve arce not thorpo Just to adg
sone’ ' nore bodics o the novenent, for, unfortunatce 1y, therc arc
not cnough of us to make that mmch of a differcnec. The diffcr-
cnee we can nake is with our idcas - the need for gocialison

in order for ther: to be recal gay libcration,

Now there iz no “eagy" way to raisc the igmie of Sociali;m.
Bven the nost nilitant deniands of an action oricnted novenont in
no way bridge tho gap botu.on the reforrist consciousncss of the
novenent today and the rcvislutionary congeiousness e wish o
‘dovelop, This is anyther thing that is ncant by seying that = -
roverent is non-transitional: thoro i" 0o programmatic bridge
beticen roforrict and rovalutionary conu01Juuncsu. It.ls only
by raicing an cxplicitly socialist peorg poctive that e can vork
to transforn the conseisusnozs of gayo strugzling for Zay . libore
atlon from refornist econseirusness to revolutionary consciousness,
e mist point out that SAY opbdresoin 1o rosted in thc capitalist
syoten and can only he cll;lnatcd'und:r soclalism, Yo rust also
point out that g8y can roct cffoctively fight for theirp llbor—.
ation by beconing part of the novonent for soclalion - ?hat the
rnost consistent supporters of zay liberatim arc socialicts, both
gay and ctraisht,
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Unfoftdnatcly, it is not capy to convincc pcople of this - being
opprossod docs not lead autonatically to Zocialist consciousness.
"Nor, as sald bofore, does a nilitant, action-oricnted novenont.
_’automatically lcad to socialist consciousness.  But a nilitant,
”action-oficntod noverient provides the contoxt in: which our
:Lpoint of vicv w11l get a hcaring. It is only by fighting for
overy sing le reforn ce apitalion is capablc of providing that gay
pcople will conc to understand that real gay liberation cannot

“ berachicved by rcformlng capitalisn but rcquircs a new frece
socicty -~ socialion, It 15 alco in this strusgle thet .we can
prove what weo said - that soclalints arc indced the nost
conul’tont dcfpndvru of full gay rightc

It isc at thic péint that ﬁo socialists - having fought congistent-
1y for ¢ivil rightc for gays and having openly raiscd the need
~for a sogialist porspoctiVC ~ 3111 be given a hearing, Indivi-
duals within the Gay Liberation Loverent can be won to socialism
but only if wc arc there prese nting a socialist perspecetive., The
" step from dis-illusiomnont with capitalisn to the nced for
soclallisn is not an autonatic onc, o rust be there ralsing

the need for socialisn as the altornativé for thos ¢ gays vho
rceognizce the inability of c: pltulluﬂ to provide full human
rights,

The ‘reeruitnent of gays to the I.,S8. follows an an intogral part
of this perspeetive. Individuals who we convined of the necesge
ity of socialisn in order for there to be gay liberation will be
norc than 0pon to our pOultlonu on other guestions rcelating to
socialisn, Individuals in cubstantial agrceenent with our progran
bélong_in the T.5. and we should say so. It is by raising a
'Ebcialict perspective within the Gay ILibcration liovernent that we
provido the basis of‘rccruiting gays to the I.8.
In .the contoxt of the . above, the staterent, "look to the working
olaﬁs”, dObu have a place in our approach to the Gay Liberation
ovcucnt IL says in bq' feweot ol ords what our approach should
be: “the ficed for socialisn for ther . to he full-gay liberation
and the nced for thooe gays who rocognize thin fact to take part
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’
in the novenent for socialicm. In othoT ;ords, “look to the

worlking clasa®™ 15 a nslogan that we can reisc in the context of an

cxplicitly qoeislict peoropeetivo.

SRR N

The Quegbion of Indopondent Political lctiomg

o , .

(WOT®:  T.agrcc with the WQ position on IPA for the Gay Libor=-
o ation lovenent and T rocopnize that 2 discuspion of IPA 13 of

j‘ 4 - prinarily cducational vaiuc at this Tirc. Tevertheless, 1 wan®
i “ to discuss why I agroc .Aith the 1.0 positioi. In addition, an

f - ovor-all approach ©o the gay novonent ot include a position

xr : - o

: on IPAL for thc novanent,.. 'y position followse

1o call for a labor party ac a rnajor point in our transitional
prograns 7c Dbelicve that quch a party would be a trcenendous
step forward £ the working clacné Tt would groatly'hoighton
clagn consclousncsi, it would otrengthcn clags unity and,

potentially, it would posc the question of atatc power in the
the working

fopn of whosc party - thus hat class - ~should rulcs
clacg! party or the capitaliact clacs' party. Thcoo inplications
-rould be preschb in the formation of a labor party cvon if thc

of the leadership and rank and file werc

progran and conoclousncss

roformicte.

Tn such a rocfornist parby, We sould be the lcft wing. e would

(=8

fight for a rovolutionary progra = our transitional prograll =
and for a revolutionarly 1cadorchip cormnitted to carrying thc
progra’t out = oursclves. In the procens of aging this fight
qucccnofully, we would transforit the consciousness of thec rank

and filc fron refornict consciousness o the rcvolutionary
- conaciousncses needed to carry oubt the progran We advocatce

This is what our rolo would be if a roefornict labor party aroscCe
e don't however call for such a (roforﬂist) party. Ve call for
a parby that hao our entire transitional progran - in cffeet wcC
: ‘ call for a rovolut ionary ~ocialiot labor party. (tlc don't nccd

o i . g e

%o pay "That labor nocds 1o 2 rovolutionary socialist igbor party”
bocause the content, ien. The progran that we bring to tho

|
|
i
i

=
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uloman “"That labor nceds is a la=bor party’ anounts to thc sanc
thinge)- ‘ '

Uith the foro-going in nind, it should be obvioun that tho case
of s middlc—clagss bascd party is ontircly difforont. Such: a
party in inhcrently unstable beeause it lacks any po.cr to cffect
any rcal politicel or nocial change. Llthough a middlc—dlass
party can follow the lead of a wmrking class party (an the Lefd
Social-Reveluticnarics aid for a tine during the Rupoisan Rovolu-
tian), in the abscnce of a ~sorking class party, a niddlc~-ctass
Purtj 1ncv1t°b1y looks tosards the bourg001s state and it

.pprthu for ”upbort.

Thisn 45 Sthe nain feature of a niddlc-class I party. But there is
another foaturc that doserves monticn. It is a Marxist corrion—
plqcc that the naturc of the - orking class is such that its :
orgqnlzatlonu (CeZe a labor’ party) nave the potential for grcat
unltj and strength. It ic also a LarX1Jt cormonplacce that tho
naturc of the niddle ¢laszes or strata 1u_uuch thet its organ-
lZHtl)ﬂu cammot have thic unity and strength, ~Thua, a niddlc-
c¢laocs perty alvayo has the featurc of '“the nan on a white horsc”

\

e
]

-

thé\lgadér, the “nanc’ pcroonage around Jhor €ic party is
rg;ni%od. “lithout such a pcrson‘to cohere the party together,
thc'pérty ~uld never got off the ground in the firoct placc.
This noethoyd of orﬁanizmtion,nccosuitatog an idcology that plnco”
grcat cnphagls on rcliance on the lﬁadir Who-.ill be the v01cc
of thc_partj$andAtaraugh whooe act1v1tlos the partv A1l accon-
plish its cndo. - e nlﬂdlo~clqs:‘party,t“ o prOV1qu a clascic

case of idenlogical cliticm.

Now, given these too inheront foaturcs of a niddle-class based
party - itc instability and,‘thus, its clition - vhat should be
our position to.ards such 2 partys speeifically tovards an
indcpendent zay party? First of all, it should be obvious fron
tho abofs that ..o nover eall for such a party. To call for an
indcpendent gay party ould raisc the illusion that such a party
could be indcpendent of the bourgcoisic = which it could not.
Such an indcpcndent zay party is not possib}o. To call for an

e e

r S "t"v-l.-;-r-....
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- ould also raisc the illusion that the goals of

rcalized throw
goals can onl

indcpcndont party
the $ay novonent could be
1ndcpendent gay Eg;gl - thesc
thcfaativitios of a rovolutionary saoialist LOTRLNG class party.

Soqialists ahould nover actionsd that railsc 11lucionss
1onc nob of rTaicing

zh th34activitios of an

y bc rcalized through

advocatbc
e arc in tho wusinzon of aipopclliing 111us
th. Qllae i

to raising 11lunionsy there 18 anothoT negatbive
in calling for 2 indcpcndcnt zay party:

ould o 1n diroct proportion to the

But, in addition
feoaturc inhorent s1ccCob

in building such & party -

S

———

gay moverinte The call T2 rcly
dianctrically opposcd to
nich will

i1d an indopondcnt
for hin/hér, is
to bulld & rovencnt
sbrughlc for halt o ante VO
cnomt;in part Hocause
gho roand of otrus

failurc ©O hu
on tho luadcTs o WoTK
tho call to roly on oncoclf,

arc for & i Ad~
L bolicve in ¢
oling around *

involve uo in the
tant, actioﬁ—oriontcd gay nov
tho'sclf—activity of say poople ad
But, D7 calling for & gay party W say Just i8]
to rcly on anothor ho will gct

s, the SUEGCCOS of an indopondont_gay party

ould under-cut & nilitant, action—oriontod

zay dcriands .

opposite - o toll 8aY people

things for thcile
rmovencnte

should novcf cal1l for an indcpondcnt gay party, there
woAﬁoﬁld critically suppox%‘Such'a party
sgubabitutc Scebion

n {15 National

r1though e
nay bo timco AR
it aricce. in thio conncction, our positiony
on political hetion for Gay 1iberation Porépoctivos

9/23 ~-no pazc AUIDCT) 9 offcrs adcquatc eriteria

Roport Mo. 12 =,
for miving critical support to such a party.

ghould!

o could critically support 2 party
-1t itsclf to pronotc S
g 1o 2]l groups trugiziing for ceononic
; othér minqrity Zroupss

In linc with his pPositlons

that callcd for vthe gay novenent o caTL

naocs party whood basl
sticcs that 1o, 2250 HlackDy
and filc 1abor' e This is the clcetion sbrategy
Aqtivists (fron page %3 0 :

beration péropoctive = 1972 -

new
and cocial du
wonen and rank
- of the Dotroit Ga¥
rent to»tho Gay Td

£ the prOpOSOd ancnd~
defeatcd) s

This olcctivn.stratogy has cortain VoTy zood foaturcse. 1t
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rccognizes the opprossivc naturc of thic socicty and the nccd for
oconoriic and socilal justice. Tt scos the need for a break fron
thiz Denocratic and Republican Parbics in order to aocdmplish thice.
It is cortainly the best of such statcucnts fron gay activist

ZTOoUDs

Ho.over, it would be fundarcentally wrong for the I.8. to call for
a party based on this progran. First of all is the denand for
“a now ness party hose basis is all groups struzgsling for
-cgonoric and sacig}uiggpiéo”. But thoere is no ccononic and social '

jugticc in the abstraot - there is on17'concrbtb cecnnoinic and
social justico. hat typc bf ccononic and soclal Ju: stice is
being called fer? That is,. .hat is tho class naturc of this i
ceononic and socinl justicc? Is it the bourgoois ccononic and ‘
558151 justice of fthe Great (Bourgeoois) Fro nch Revotution of 1789 ¥
or iz it tho proletarian ccononic and social Justice of the ﬁ
Rugsian Revolution? Vhich 1o 17 ‘

Sceondly, there is the demend that this party dhruld be “based L“
on all groups struggling feor cco nonic and cocial justiccs; that is,
gays, blackgs, othor ninority groupd, WOnch and r~nk and filc 1aborig

in other words, the oppressced nasses. This ioc a totally clacs-
lcss appre ch, It hag no cenccption of the class naturc of
gocicty nor »f tho central rolc of the working class in any
attenpt to chhnge soclcty.

The reassn I have gone into this progran at length ic to peint
out tho linitations of cven th: best of independent gay clectoral
prograns. ¢ night critically support such a progran while
putting for.ard our socialist analysis but e should ncver call

for a party bascd on this progran.

This brings” up the stion of hat typu of party we vould call
“for, Vhat we call fsr ig a rovolutionary cocialist pﬂrtj -
nothing less. In raising this in the Gay Liberation bovenent,
wo st point out that this type of party can only be bascd in
the working class and can in no way rooult fron indcpendent
zay politicnal action. Thogso gays who agrec with us gould be

R
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cneouraged to join the I.3, and work towards such a party. Tho

question of ‘vhether we should Tun a uOCialiut campaizn addresoed

to gays depends on our ability to mgunt such a cauipaign and thc

degrece to whichwe fceol it would be coffcctive.,

b

I8 guE, aue progran for clectoral action is an outgrowth of our
progran gencrally for tho GqJ‘le“ratlon uOV mﬂn%:;‘thc neced for

socialisn for there to be rcal gay llobratlon, the nced to

bulld a rcvolutlonarj "301311 t party in ordcr to nake a socialist

»rovolutlon, and, thus, thc¢ nced to reeruit thosc gays ~ho agrec

with ug on tho nced for rf‘volutlonaW gsocialion,

i

FOOTNOTTS ; _ o o
1. lioody, XK. Thcsis on the Trg 1u1t10n91 Progran, pg. 2
2. ibide, pg. 2
3. Gay Libcration Pcrqpoctlvou (Colghan/Crﬂ a3 docunenthullotln.lS
- Jamuary 14, 1972.) pg. 2
4,

ibid. pge. 1



AVOLLLT VIED o7 Tt D VICTOTY

-

L. Lanacdon

The wictory of the “liners for Jerocracy and the ouster of Tony Zovle and ,é
his henchman is the nost sicnificant victory for ranl: and file forces Tith- B
in a najor industrial union since the 1940's. Despitc the reliance of the B3
“:Fy leaders on the courts and other governnent intervention in order to §e
obtain a fair election, their victory represented the aspirations of nost Al
miner militants and —as based on the reccent rovenents in the coalfields i

anong black lung activists, pensioners, widows, ectc. It reflected their
rasg strencth and nressure,

The:victory occurs in the context of intensifvine class strugcle in the
mingrs. In 1062, the 3lacl: Luny Association helped salvanize one of the
fewr political stries since the 30's in their quest for protection against
unsafe conditions and health hazards on the job. The nurder of 73 miners
at the Farminston [o. 2 nine helned snarlx the novenent.

“ingrs challenred the lixon frecze in one of the first tests for, the ray-
board. “"ildecats, "hieh have always Leon rotre frequent in the miners than
in othet sectors of JS industry, "ave alrost doubled in the last four verre

often led by returned Viet Vets. - _ : ’

Opresition to the Tovle nachine had been brewin~ for alnoest a decade, The
Joyle contracts of 17564 and 1060 bred discontent. Anthracite nensioners
vho receiled #30 a nonth Lecamne increasingly disgruntled, s

Challences to the _oyle apparatus began in various districts -riien porular
navericl oppositionists like Leri intal in Jistrict 5 hecan runnins acainsrt .

Gayle's handpiched cronics. ' 1.

Under the pressurec the International burcaucracy started to crach. Tae
inftial candidacy of Llijah "tohlford for U. President deronstrated the
figsures vhen lonc-time pie card Jock Yablonski was pronpted to breal with .
his fellow bLureaucrats to run for president, threatening to tell all about o
the machinations of the International. ' ;

Even this threat from a burcaucratci opportunist was too uuch for Toyle L
to stomach. In collusion with other union bigwigs, Toyle planned and h»4
carried out the brutal assasination of Yablonslki, nhis wife, and Lid. .
Yablonski nay well have wvon the union election which was patently rigged. L

‘liners for Denocracy arose fron this process of sathering nilitancy and dis- |4
coptent within the union. It was organized by a heterojeneaus groun of
miner actiwists fron various coalfield moverents, louver echelon hurenucratic
oppositionists, and liberal lavvcrs, etc. tvho had been associated or tied

to the Yablonslii camnaipgn.

The “FD never created a menbership rank-and-file froup or based itself on
the real rembershin r~roups such as the BLA directly, Its convention last
vear was hardly an exawvplar of worker's denocracy. idevertheless, its
progran did renresent these forces,

The "i'iller Platforn" was divided into five sections including vensions,
frince benefits, union denocracy, safety, and gricvance rnachinery., The
prograir had nunterous limitations (r:ich we will return to later) but its
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bagic thrust was a denmocratic union vhich would back up the men in the
nits and which could serve as a ~erfiine vehiele for a fircht against the
coal operators. '

This thrust to the prograt: as vell as revulgion with the corruption of the
Boyle adninistration won the support of an overvheluine najority of wrork=
ing niners, disabled and pensionecrs.

wence, unlike nost recent shake-ups in Tnternational leaderships, the T.FD

victory vas no palace coup. It served notice that cven th crustiest, mnost
entrenched, gangster-lilke and corrupt leadership can be s7ept out by a re-
forn moveuent vitl a nilitant reforn progran. '

This helps cut throurh the cynicisu of many sresent-day rank and filers v
yhose moral capital consists of a deeply rooted "you can't finht city

hall". Already the FD victory has riven focus to the aopposition to Currans
dictatorship in the T,

For socialists, it should cone as no surpirse that niners arc once arain

in the van as they have been in rnuch of the *r .. vorld. The dangers
of nining life, the closencss and dependency on fellow vorkers entciled in
the work, the close hknit vorlkine class connunities organized around the

mor!l: place and the rclative icolation frorm other classes and class ideolo-
oies that infect urban veorkers, helps breed shlidarity and worler conscious~-
ness. - ‘

-“inecouncrs, Capitalists and Liberals

Tor the coal barons- rangins £rom tlhe giant enerly and ninin- conpglouerates
1ike Consolidated, Peabody, fsland Creecl:, and lenecott to the cocl:rageh
nennyante operators,- tae TFD victory represents a resounding defcat. The
opening to the left 'in the U7 at least initially poses the nogsibility for
niner initiative fron belov, greated strike action .and a real ficlht around
health and saf¢ty 1with Intermational back-up ~ all of uvhich will crion
profits and productivity. :

Since Loyle vad lost control of the ranks and many canitalists vere alreandy
sueating marfinis over anarchy in the coalfields - scectors of the liberal
bourcecoisie such as the 17211 St. Journal decided tactically to give eritical
guprort to the "TD. This should fool no one, they are ~aking the best of

a bad bargain and to coin 4 phrase, it's their contradiction. They vofild
much prefer the halcyon days when coal vas king and Loyle's mnacaine

could control the ranks.

Various "pro-labor” Nemocratic noliticians lilke ken 1Teckler (D. ''.¥a.) have
enthusiastically junned on the :7p bandwagon., ~But for socialists - the
mere fact of liberals supporting sontethine, contributing funds, etc., are
not the determininc criteria for whether or not we support it., (The sane
is truc on the 1i3maral labor burecaucracy such as oodeoc!: hich would like
another liberal "Social unionisr™ ally in the bureaucracy of an iimortant
industrial union.) L

For us, the cuestion is vhether or not it stren~thens the self-confidence,
fichting ability and independence of the ‘class. “In these terns,. the TD
victory .is a suall but sisnificant sten albeit that ‘the °TD ‘leaders support
Deriocrats, have various bureaucratic asgunptions, are soaked through -rith
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refornist i1llusions ctc. In terms of vorkine class activity today and the
ossified and recactionary clharacter of the trade union bureaucracy, the 'iIFD
victory has o»rogrescive content nostly in terns of the potential for the
ranks rwhich it unlochs.

Uithin the 'Fd various llberal 11"*e s have had a najor imnpact and influ-
ence and have scrved to Leen the . tane, serving as a conveyor to the
liberal Democrats. These tynes, llgc Yablonshi's cons, vere the architccts
of the court and feoderal reliance pollcy. e opnose "BD's political
subordination tokthe lilerals and t\ iy Stratengy not their nere sunnort,

r_j K

Theése liberals, for instance, —7ish U”U‘héadquartcrs to remain in Tlasghi
in opposition to 'iller's canpaign proudise to move it back to the A~palachia
nining region.. "Mdile this issue 1s lavgely synbolic, its resolution s

serve as a pale reflection of future dcvclopnc1tq in tae NFD,

Uhat's Ahcad for the 77

Our support for the "TD -ras larcely based on the possibilities vwhiel it
opens un for rank and file action, not our of 51rnle suppert. for iller,
Patricl: or Troorvie: - their strategy or prosrau, Vithin thc context of:
the nresent capitalist covernanent anti-labor onslaugat the expectaod
productivity drive and increase in strin mlnlng vith a concomnitant sacri-

fice of health and safety = duc to the "enersy crisis" and present coal

"boon - the iller nlatform falls well short of even the necessary nininal
program to meect the objective situation.

Thg "iller n»nror~ran dis a reforn bureaucra:ic'progran not becausec "iller,
Patrick, Trbovich are bad guys or dic nard hureaucrats (in fact they -rere
nilitant leaders) Gut because their social vision is linited to the Loun-
daties and horizon of vhat can be "realistically" wvon urnder nresent day
capltallu“. Fheir orgcanizational pr occduvgs are bOunded by the nethods of
tne liberal social unionist burcaucracy, ‘hile the ”'ller Leadershin

2as nmoved to narrot. the sociolosical gap befwcen the uureaucracy and ranks
by" cutting union cdlarics to thc level of the 1¢3%%s or 4N's, ctec, they
have also moved to discolve the senk-organized forn of the I'TD after the
district elections. . ‘e sho#ld opnose this, sinée it nreakes then even
less controlable, and call for rank and file 'FD conmittees in cvery local’
_t0‘bird-dog,tho leadership.) © ° ) ' ) o ' : :

of cour e, the only crouping vhose procrar tould not be so bounded im a -
revolutionary socialist leade¥ship. This, however, is not on the .
imnediate apgenda. ut to fail to put forvard the prosran, stratesy and
tactics that can nect the objective situation (thoagh confined larrely to
singe=jack propacanda vork im the U or to what we say to workers in other
unions) vould nake us liars, oppdrtunists and sorse. '
It wvould nuanantec that such o 1eader°A1p never cﬂer”cs aincc it ren't
nappen nechanically out of the 1ncreas:|.np "111tancy of the miners. e wish
to avoid both .the alsolutely uncritical ra-rah’ CJcerleadlng_Qf:the-CP (see
the January Labor Today, for exarnlec) or of the SUP (sce Lovell in the .
ilitant) and the .ax1nalist scctarianism qf the Sparts, JCLC, cte.

Jar do UC-”alt to nalle our cr1t1ci~*° or pvopovc nrovran‘ tlc anend"cvtu;
and altcrnat1VQv tntil “iller carries out am opcn. betrayal - carefully .

conccalin”,tnpn in ‘our baek noclkets in tlie ncantime. Suchi a nolicy +rould

= -
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cuarantce van failure to reach the Zest nilitnats.
Fhe acid test for liller will probably be in the test tube before lone.
The Tiller lcaderwsliip is frightened that their victory will r~ive the ranks

a sreen lisht on striyes {according to a "est Vircinian active in the uniners
rovenent) and tley arc conuitted to aonoring the IJoyle contract rwhich in-

4

cludes a no stril:z »nledne until it ex pires in 1274,

11
p

Productivity is the real key. Given the presént bind of US capitalicn vis

2 vis other caritalizst povers, a nroductivity drive is alrecady Deine
! H ] ! y &

carried through (see Lori Larlhins's @eriecs in ?). The attaclks on the UAT
at GIAD plants, the rubbervorkers, ete. are only a nart of a broader drive.
Tith the present cnergy drisis, the situation of the coal mining industry

is acute. The ovmers arce 301n3 to be less and less lilkely to put un with
strilte action, rowz over health and safety, etec. Tue to their relatively
hinh nrofits they will probably be willing to offer nroductivity deals,
Another future course for the nine owners is intensified strin nianine which
is enornously nloduct:VQ and rrofl taale while reguirine lov carnital/lolor
1nve"tncnt. : :

“iller has already clained that the oners can have aigh productivity while
providing safety - -—dich represents either Utopianisn on Tilder's =art or

a retreat on the UFD nronise that "ecoal will be nmined safelv or not at
all*, Yhilc calline for 5279 a nontlr pension basce, the "I7FD procrar said
nary o word about tle nrescent policy of tying nension funds to coal rovyal-
‘tics and therefore to productivity. ' ‘ '
Thile the ciant corrorations nay have the liquid assets necessayy to invest
in order to nialic relatively safe nidnes, the exhorbitant cost and derrece

to vhicﬁ sucli a4 coct would cut into profits -rill nakle then extrenely ra-
luctant. llany of €ac ‘suall operators sinply cannot afford it. ence, the
denand for nationalization under union controel should be posed as the
Jogical consequence of a consistent fisht for health and safety and a-ainst
the drive for productivity. ‘ :

As part of the productivity ficht, ve sheuld call for an end to tvyin-
pensions to coal royaltics. PQHQIORS should be paid in full by a fund paid
for:by the employers - with €C.0.L. protection.

;
B

}leGWluC the fith for a shorter wvorl wveek at full pay should be nosed in
sinilar terms. . : S

Cince all energy unions (U, OCA™7, etec.Pfare sinilar nroblemz, we advocate
cunited actions in coalition -~ organizing nass denos in Tashington, ete.

‘to denand enforceient of the IBalth and Safety Aét as well as its eutension
and. t&fltenfn" un many of its nrovisions. (this, as well as nore- ceneral-
izod vormln" clacs rolitical denands such as the controls, anti=-stri:e laws,
ete,, provides a2 concrete way to focus independent labor political action
and "1vc sone flesr and blood to the labor party demnand)

he prorreunatice voints indiéate a2 lones rance strategy “raich poirt to a
solution to the fovernent/corporate attacks on the niners.

Our short ranre
victory and Ltg
* of orgzanization
in the nines »rovi

et
(o]

»—
b D30

tics shiould be to urge the conselidation of thie 7D
ercnt notential for xam the ranks. Only the firadns up
a serious ficht around "ealtl:, safety aﬂc‘productivity

de the future vasis f{or victory in the coalfield:z

J
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The ranks vho made —¢ssible the "liller victory should fight against tiae
dissolution of the 73 and for its broadenins into a deroeratic senbership
veuicle for niiner nilitancy to which 7iller is responsiblie. UTE 'iller is
sucéessful on this, it will nean a step .toward consolidatinﬁ 4 netr Lureau=
cracy and the qgroving igolation of the leadersihip fron the vorkvn"'niners~
fifom which .they rol ntlv cncr"c : cod

In- that case, e .should focus?on the DLA and other militant constitmerncy
‘rrouns and call -on then to form a2 union~7ide ~roup that can exercige nopular
sovereinnity over the liller lcadcrodlp and. carry out a consistent ULattle
acainst the coal bosses, . Ca w g L
. , . ¥ y

Critical Conpent on u;hcz ‘Docunents . I

Tl

9f the- tvo and_é“a’c_daéﬁﬁénts (the'halfcbeigd eKenzies anendrents), Don
T's docuncent is the one 'l ¥esadd as the nore serious attenpt to coie to
crips wvith the 1777 aad to outline a strategy. 7 nain criticisms are om
certain stresscs (riich are, of course, nolitical questions) and a certain
nunber of.SC£tarian'foruulafibns.m
Ton's polltlcal concc“tlon of tbb mr*vinﬁ {QLCC" 1n the 7D - their T:ybrid
~iand “heteroseneoug nature and tifeir rcLlcctlva rathc1 txan ‘dircct relotion=-
suip to the Tlacl: Lung Tight @nd other. royeqcnt:) is on the whole accurate.
Lovever, ot poiqtﬁ later in the docunentyothe 70 1chqer"~1p assunes sone=- -
‘thing of .the character of a usurnatory excrcsoncc: rldln” the wave 6f this
unorganized movc< ent of younae fiiners™, ‘ : 3

iy

L b

E : LR : - Lot g i S
‘This. appears: to :ic to be the fliy side of gynn7§ docunent whielh -resents
a lavyers brief to nrove that Ililler,,Trbovich, etc. are just nilitant
niners leaders. The ?T-, for: e"aﬁplci nay in fact nave had a cert"in
danpening effect on ”llltanbv, the wildcats,,, etc. “ut by naking tle
political fisht foy a nhealth and safcty law 1n‘T. Ya,, it provided tho nove-
nent wit: a.stratony, cohesion, and direction. Otlhervise, the novenent
voyld probably nve fizzZled out and ZmdmEd ended in demoralization.

- : oL gy - < 4 '

he Schrade, Luvis, (72 wvarning is another -eyannle of sectarian formulation
‘that strikes ne as narticularly inept. DPart of this stens forn the inade-
quacy of our prcue_t labor perspective and.its complete failure to core to
"ripo vith burecaucratic clenents noveninrg leftvard under the impact of:

-evgnts.

In the 3”' s Levis really did cut off a, arcat, deal of the militant indepen-
dept’ and cven revolutionary: potantial lnlercnt in the pre=- CID and CIO strite
vave. Lf D on'ﬂ attac: on Lewis -is uneant. as .2 reply to Lynn' s article,, it's
nagessary and accurat --Schuade is mueh clgser to a sccond- ratc Lewris or
Reuther typc. R F s - 1,"' ' ’ :
liovever, in the —~resent situation, the "FD leaders have a soneviat different
character than gclicl: Hureaucratlc copportunists.: To a degree they have
advanced congsciousnccs on issues such as-health and safety, in a wavr that

Levis for all his Slaliesncare quoting and rhetoric never did.

In any cvent, any serious rank and file novenent ia golng to attract 2 cer-—
tain nuunber of onnortunistic cic"cntu,'ourcaucr and burcaucratic:asnirant-.
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Our job to jumble the phrasc of pood olf far-singhted John L. Legwis is to
palte surc it's they Tho are the bird dog and ie's tre the hunters o Lring
home the bird., The presence of these types opecns up certain pos ilities
and links to broader strats of trade unionists. .¢c have to he careful

not to accoirodate to “heit.

Part of Tox's prollen in t1e ULC ic that he thinks bY acconodatine to types
1i%e Singex frou Chricalo, by jettisoning enoush nrogranuatic pallact like
the labor party, Lo can find a short cut to building a wnass oppocition in
the DAY, Instead b2 vill niss out on nore advanced black production crorlicrs
and end up vith o Sen -hureaucratic cabal based on shilled vorlkers. G

gant Singer typeSs, only if they adhere to the progran and arec accountable
to the UiC. Tha st Lut non=-Cler AJ Coolk 1o mas a tritish nincr's
leader in the 1722's is a case in noint, The ~iner's ‘‘inority lioveneant was
able to control 'e served as a valuable agitator, orsanizer and nro-
pagandist for the Lott

-, 0f coursc, Coolt was nade of inconparably botter §
gstuff than nost e “ureaucrats and trade unions mere morc autonoinousl of the
canitalist state, cte. than today.)

A punmber of ny other igns - on fornulations on the libexols, ctc.
swould be clear fron u

On revdélutionary jeacersuin - I think ~on's fornulation is at hest hazy.

If he neans we oove to erin tue long and arduous tash of winninc the bast
strata of niner nilitants to our »rosramratic rersnectives 2nd o revolu-
tionary socialist <torld view than e are arreed., If, on the other nand,

ne wmeans the kind of rhetoric noncering "need for revolutionary leacership’
poscd a5 an abstroction a la the cditorial on Viet ilan in D #71 .15, than

ge differ: Luildinl 2 revolutionary leadershnip ic not 2 %1ogan-:ﬁ;tational

or propasandistic-but a2 serious task., The aucstion of Dbuilding a revolution=
ary leadership florc fron winning advancecd vorlers to our Progsrall,
pcrspectivcs and tactics. (e also may accept-responsibility for leading
struscles well short of the point «shen masges of workers agree 7Tith our
entige progran. Onlw revolutionaries gould have carricd ount the “rinnnapolis
strile in the manner it vas carried out - though the ranks hardly scecented
the cntire Trotshyist prosran or cve: understood the method from which the
stratecy canc in othc¥ than 2 Gut sensc. ' ‘

ity differences wyith: Lynn's docunent are in nany respects questipnns of method
- which can e better discussed around naicr's last year convention docurent
and Tons docunent onR the Transitionmal profrail. I ¢hink it involveé a
political adaptation, rather than a pedagogical one to vorking clasc
consciousness. ‘ ' :

If our progran g -that is objectively necessatry to carry ‘the niner's
strucrcle forwrard rather than sSone rather interesting theoretical fillins

for Sunday conference gneechifying = than we nay part conmany with critical
support of Tiilicr  (which is a cucstion of tactics not nrinciple oOr Arocrail),

i

rhile atill ungcrstanding that we must wvin the vest vlenents fro— iz base.



MAKING OUR MARXISM & SCIENCE: A CRITIQUE

A discussion document by D. Crées_(St. Louis)

1

1. The questions that John Sullivan raises about the relationship between
Marxism and science are crucial to any llarxist. Marx and Lenin felt they were
engaging in ‘science'. We must be aware of what tscience! meant to them and
to assess that definition in the light of current knowledge and conditionms.

2. The Second International generally posited 1) the existence of objective
reality, 2) a reflection theory of consciousness which tends to.view humans

as. passive and; thus 3) general laws of history. The result was a linear,
‘mechanical conception of history up teo and including a mechanical conception
of'dialectics'.1 Comrade Sullivan wants to attribute this fundamentally

pbsitivist conception of history (and science) to Marx. Such a position reveals- - :

a misunderstanding of Marx's conception of science.

3. It was precisely this kind of mechanical materialism that Marx vigorously
eritiqued in the 'Theses on Feuerbach!'- specifically focusing on the passivity
-of Feuerbach's conception of conscicusness. '

4, Mechanical materialism begins by positing the tbjective ‘existence of the
world. This is a philosophical.{or, more precisely, an oritological) position.
-Tt is important to note how sharply different-is Marx's position. Marxj
sided with neither Hegel nor Feuerbach. Rather, he felt the issue was .
falsely posed--in an abstract, philosophical, scholastié ‘manner. For Marx,
human existence is practical from thc outset and man must prove the truth in
practice. By emphasizing that "all social life is essentially practical"®,

Marx removes himself from a sterile, peintless debate ahd begins his investigaticﬁ:‘

' of the concrete and the historical. By asserting theobjective existence of . .
the world which is.known through a reflection theory of consclousness, Plekhanov
and (pre-1914) lenin (as well as Stalin and Mao) have resurrccted the
Feuerbachian position of an abstract, prc-Marxist -debate. Such a position
‘ecannot be attriboted to Marxz, as Lenin was to discover.

5, Mechanical materialism ends by positing gencral and deterministic laws of
history. It is intercsting to counterpose Lenin's vicw: "Law takes the
quiescent-~and therofore law, cvery law, is narrow,; incomplete, approximate;"u
Or again, "The all-sidédness and all-embracing character.of ‘the :interconncction

of the world ., . . is only one-sidedly,.fragmentarily and incompletely expréSSFdL:z, ;fi

by causality."5 _

B3
6, In "making our Marxism a science" Comrade Sullivan adopts the bourgecis
notion of what a scicnce isi Thus science is a apccial activity, unique from
other human activities,: 'But for Marxists, the scientific attempt.to understand -
is diffcrentiated from #dch. human's attémpt to'understand. only Xk in its
systematization and rigery:ni oo T g B R R 5 ® cu :

L i
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7. Similarly, GComrade Sullivan wants to use the model of the scientific
experiment as if that model defincd 1rgal?' stcicnce when actually.it defines

one cramped approach to scicnce which is popular in modern clasw socicties. The
-experifiontal model is capable of capturing enly a fragment of what Lenin called
the Mall-esmoracing character of the intourconnection of the world."  To utilize
thatr model of science, IS would in fact abandon its practical revolutionary

project and, consequently, scientific Marxism.

8. Our decision to usc Harx's definition of class is not arbitrary. OSuch a
position comes close to Tparadigmatic relativism'. The origins of Marxism.are
located in the practical abtempt to understand and change k= capitalism,

Our prescnt analysis, too, is the consequonce of our practical efforts to
undorstand and change our social existence in modérn capitalist society. -(Either
such efforts are 'scicncc' or nothing is.) Wo cannot casually change our
paradigm as we would 2 coat because our original choice (rather: - process of
choosing) is and continucs to be bound up with our lifse-expcriences and those

of our class. - : P

9, Marxist scicncc learns through its own practical expericence but not only
through that cxpcrience. Our X 'excmplars' arc found in history. Our insights
are tested in practice and in the daily and yearly flow of cvents. To treat
© political practice as something which accumulates until a cohcrent paradiegm
“can be formed is 10 -abandon our. rich sciontific tradition for that of cmpiricism.
10, Comrade Sullivan's application ‘of the cxperimental modcl to -the’Marxism
of IS yields two concrcte proposals. The first is that I8 have various
programs in effcet simultancously. Members would bo disciplined only to
cvaluate the results of activity and sharc that evaluatiom...'Thus.we find that
the political consequcnce of an cxporimental model of sclencc is a model of
" orgénization shown to bo defleient ih 1917. Rocont oxpericncds with SDS and
NAM do not suggost that such an organizational mocel:has-improved since. then.

1. The sccond concrcte proposal suggosts that‘stgfbcbuPy’tbcmSekv&S;with
theorcticsl¥y work (paradigm-tending, as it wereY whilo othors take carc of
the day-to-day political work. (Coincidentally, the paradigm-tonders within
IS arc to be drawn from the samc socictal strata which generally tonds. paradigms
anyway). Wc must rccall that Marxism breaks down the arbitrary distinctioh
between thought and action which is charactcristic of bourgcois socicty. In
practice, such a division of labor may tond to cmerge and may bc neecssary in
the short-runk, but it must not be clevated into a principlc. Thoory without
action and action without thcory have rcsultcd in some of the worst political
practicc that marxism has known. History provides amplc warning of the
conscquencus of such a division of labor, and no onc statcs it morc cloquontly
than Trotsky docs in The Russian Tuvolution:

"Notwithstanding their oppositc charact.ors, it was no accident that

Bamonev and Stalin occupicd a common positicn at the boginning of

the revolution: thoy supplemcnted cach other. 4 revolutionary

concuption without a revolutionary will is liko a watch with a

brokon spring. Kamcnev was always bohind the time--or rather

bencath the tasks--of the revolution. But tho abscnes of a broad

political concuption condemns the most willful revolutionist to
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indecisivencss in the prescnce of vast and complicated cvents,

Stalin, the empiric, was open to alien influcnces not on the side

of will but on the sidc of intellect. Thus it was that this publicist
without ‘docision, and this organizer without intcllectual horizan,
carried Bolshcvism in March, 1917, to the very boundaries of Monshovism,!

It continucs to be nccussary to develop all the political potentials of all
of our mchbers.

12. 'The continual growth and rcasscssment of our scicntific and revolutionary
projeet is an imperative, The fallurc to incorporate new knowlcdge, the do-
generation of scicnce into exegesis, spells the death of scicntific and
revolutionary activity--2as ke numcrous sccts illustrate dnily. But we must

be on guard against 1) acccpting bourgcols or Stalinist definitions of the
thought of Marx, Lenin, cte., and 2) unconscicusly allowing bourgcois conceptions
of reality (e.g., the definition of tseience!) to shape the dircetion of our
rcassessment, :

FOOTLOTES

1. Lcnin was critical of thc mechanistic dialcetics of Bukharin in his "will,"

and of Plckhanov and Engcls in his "philosophical notcbooks" {(Colloected Works,

Volume 38, Moscow, D. 359), although hc notes that for the latter it was Tin :
the inteorests of populorization.t ,

2. Selocted Works, Moscow, pe 30.

"3, Lenin, op ¢it; alsc, sco Cramscils insightful critique of Bukharin (Sclections
from the Priscn Notobooks, New York: Intcrnational, pp. Wo-L72, 4

4, Ibid., pe 151. Parcnthotically, this quotc 1s convonicntly omitted from
' the Sclsam and Martcl roader (INtcrnational).

5. Jobid., P. 159




PHASE II IN BRITAIN: THE WORKING-CLASS RESPONSE
: by Paul Benjamin -

I. The economy. Britain continues to be enmeshed in economi
crisis. The current rate of inflation is close to 10%, the highest in
Europe. 4n artificially induced economic boom ( the rate of growth
of the money supply soared up to 30% a year in the Ffirst half of
1972, while business- was granted genercus tax cuts) brought with it
a sericus turnaround in Britain's balance of payments situation.

The balance of payments went from a surplus of 76 million pounds to
a deficit of 220 million pounds in one year.

The economy did grow in 1972. Unemployment fell toward the three-
querter million mark, industrial production rose 6% in the last

.., quarter of 1972, while consumer spending was up 6.8%. Profits

skyrocketed.

" But while profiﬁs went’ﬁp, they did not re-enter the economy. There
was a decline of around 10% in investment in manufacturing industry in
1972, while British investment overseas doubled.

Heath will not win the coniidence of British (and other) investors
- until he can demonstrate that he has a firm hold over the economy.
.4nd he cannot achieve this until he has a firm hold over the British

working class.

In one sense this simply means bringing the working-class wage
offensive under control. British working- class militancy won wage
increases of around 1T% last year.

The Economist, in its issue of March'1l0, 1973, argues for a much
:more fundamental shake-up of the British working class, asking
government "to take steps that will discriminately shake labour:out
. of the least productive and least profitable or most loss-msking
_places.” More specifically, "The principal object of the medium-term
" review of public expenditure which the Chancillor says is in progress
should be to set down now very spec¢ific target figure for large
redundancies of lsbor during 1974-77 in steel, coal mining, electricity,
gas, the railjvays, the post office, shipbuilding, subsidized high
technology boondoggles, subsidized loy technology boondoggles, the
London-based section of the civil sertice and all other government
assisted lare ducks."

(The'Economigp wants the government to continue its growth economy
stragegy. Anide frcm .the balance of payments question, they see the
main argumént»agaihsthtax cuts to business as being the huge public
sector deficit. This in turn im the result of the government
historically trying to keep up employment in nationalized end subsidized
industry.)
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Thewe are, of course, the areas which have borne the brunt of

the government's offensive. In addition to the low-paid workers,

the list includes steel (over 100,000 jobs to be eliminated by 1980),

coal {over 100 mlnes to be closed this year), gas- (one third of work

force eliminated), etc.

II. Incomes Policy. Heath's "eonfrondation” strategy vas defeated
w1th the dockworkers' strike last Jung. Last summer and fall he was
unable to win the TUC over to enforcing voluntary wage guidelines.
Talks broke cown late last October. Almost immediately Heath =
annou..ced Phase I, a 90-day wage-price freeze. On January 17, he
announced the outlines of Phase II, to take effect in April.

The details of both the freeze and Phase II need llttle eldboration.
They are copies of Nixon's freeze and Phase II, down 4o minor, details.

The. fr¢er = has worked. The Econouist {quoted in Socialist Worker,
March 3, 1973) states +hat in tre past %t three months real incomes have
shown no grouwth and may even have been reduced. Shop prices rose

6%, as 1mp01u and rav material costs were "passed on."

) Phase IL w1ll last through oeptember. Until then, wage increases
will be held to one pound.plus 4%. This amounts to cutting the average
vage increase by 50% over 1972 figures. Strikes against the wage
guidelines will be illegal. Companies are allowed to figure their
allovable profit margin on the basis of their best two out of the

- .last five years. Llready, the Confederatlon of British Industry is

- confomning these limits as too strict. : . :

III. Working-Class Response. Vorking-class opposition to the
government's incowes policy began in January, wvhen 200, 000 civil
Logarvants protested the freeze In a one-day strike. Numerous local
upions in various. industries and parts of the country engaged in
_..brief aemonstratlon or strikes againet the Treeze. The most active
-~ opposition has come from the public sector: gas workems, hospltal

workers, ralivay vorkers, teachers and c1v1l servants.

~ (1) Gas the 47 060 gas workers are represented by | two unlons,

. .most by the General and Municipal: Workers Union , some by the General
.and Transport Uorkers Unien. This-is the first national strike in
their history. it

Gas men are angry because (1) lew pay - 19 pounds for laborers,
22 87 for skilled workers. The governmnet is offering two and a
quarter pounds (2) other unions, particularly electric, settled just
before the freeze and got more than the Phase II guldellnes would
. :have given then. (3) ‘Massive lay offs. . -

Throughout the struggle, the rank and file has been forced to take
the lead. Their militancy forced the bureaucracy to sanction working
only tc rule, overtime bans, and selective strikes to maintain its
control. Militants were unable to force a national all-out strike.

In this as in all other public sector strikes, the government and
bourgeois press have mounted vicious attacks on the strikers as greedy



_ heartless bloodsuckers, and, in the case of gas and hospital, as
" ‘potential murderers.

This strike was seen by all political groups in Britan as the first
decisive test of the government's policy. The union has now called for
a vote on some near meaningless concesgions. 7This serves two purposes;
it cuts down militency, and it delays the decision past April lst, when
strikes against the guidelines will be illegal.

(2) Civil Service: Largest union is the Civil end Public Servants
_Association. Some quarter million civil servants have gone out on
one-day strikes against the freeze and projected guldellnes.: Agein,
this is the first such action in their history.

They have not received wage increases in two years; their expected
. increases were due in January and ‘fell to the freeze:

'The February 28th strike was official. It was forced on the leadership,
which at first rejected ealls for industrial action, after several
halfday and fullday strikes by local groups. While the leadership
sanctioned the strike, it called no demenstrationt or meetings, saying
everyone was neeéed to picket. : For rank and file activity in thls area,
see section on British IS 1ntervent10n below.

(3) Rail: The train drivers' union, sonie 29,000 men have gone
out twice against the guidelines; they have been supported up till now
by the trainmen. However, there is a. rivalry between this union - or
its leadership - and other trainmen in the National Union of Railwaymen,
whose leadership has opposed the strike. 8W has given this strike
" relatively little coverage. ' : .

(4) Teachers: dame 3,000 teachers struck in London 6n February 27th.
They promised an increase a year ago and still have not received it.
For rank and file activity in this area, see section on British IS
Aintervention below.,

(5) Hospitals: The most militant struggle being waged at this time.
Hospitals have offered 1.84 pounds in line with Phase II. The union
(National Union of Fublic Employees) is asking for & pounds, /A rank
and file group, NASH, is demanding 10 punds increase.

The unlon is following a policy of selective strlkes and slowdowns,
despite rank and file,pressure for an all-out stiike. The TUC has
asked district organlzatlons to organize support demorgrations for the
hoapital workers. ,

(6) Ford: ilmost everyone expected a militent strike here: Ford
workers are the worst paid auto workers in Britain, and know Ford made
huge profits last year. Convenors called for an all-out strike to
begin March lst. It didn't come off.

SW gives several reasons for the failure. Union negotiators (unions
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are the AUEW and the General and Bmansport Workers) agreed to low-key
negotiations, which forbade use of the press and tightly restricted
propaganda. Union officials stressed the dangers of going it alone.

The shop stewards and convenors were less than brilliant. They
agreed to the propaganda restraints, and relied on: bureaucratlc
methods to line up the rank and file. :

Clearly the role of the CP was critical. Both of the'unions
involved are led by "progressives” who have the support of the CP.

* SW mentions that at Degenham, the largest Ford plant (25,000 workers)

" the CP- was responsible for the “appalling conduct"” Of the leadership
of the mass meetings. Somehow they forgot to bring this up in
earlier articles.

(7) Minérs: The National Union of Mirmrs was asking a wage increase
of 5 - 7 pounds; the Coal Bozrd was offering two and a quarter,
"yespecting” the guldellnes. The union exec refused, by a 1k - 11
vote, to call a speclal congress on the isgue. The union has now
rejected the board's offer since it has refused to glve an extra
week's holiday, and is conducting a strike'authorization vote.

The role of President Joe Gormley will beitigken up in the discussion
of the TUC conference. For rank and file act1v1ty in this.area, see
sectlon on Brlﬂlsh IS intervention below..: !

{8) Steel: The big queetlon here is lay-offs; '400 steelworkers

picketed TUC Bteel conference, The TUC Steel Committee, headed: by
Sir Davies, president of BISAKTA, the largest steel union, said he
could not logically oppose “modernization.“ BISAKT/ is asking only that
Job guarantees be given to laid-off workers. The rank and file

" newspaper, Steélworker, asserts actual lay-offs will reach 130, 000
rather . than the- 50 000 clalmedAby the government:'s Uhlte Faper on
steel.’ :

(9) Post Office: <om Jackson, head of union, has said that labor
must work within the suidelines. He has refused a common front with
" other public .sector workers, saying that their claims would gonflict.
-8Y says demoralization of 1971 defeat lingers, but that militancy is
building up, could explode in coming mohths.

i
IV. The TUC. The TUC has provided its usual set of "resolutionary"
‘measures against the government offénsive. . The bureaucracy as a
whole has refused to sit on either Wage or, Prlce Commissions.
TUC leadership has mouthed support for striking workers while
maintaing that.every union is on its own in winning wage increases.

{ * The TUC hes reached agreement with the Lgbor garty cn a reform
platform. Thls 1ncludes : :
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1. effectual limit on rising prlces, particularly strategic prices

2. rent Ireeze

3. repeal of Housing Finance Act (which increasses rents according to
ability to pay)

L. control of property speculation %y a premium rate of capital
gains tax

5. repeal of industrial relations act.

6. moratorium on value-added tax, whose rate should be reducdd to 7.5%

7. dividend vestraint

8. increase in housing

9. price reductions for cerals by renegotlatlng EEC comton
agricultural policy

10. firm committment 4o economic growth

1l. substantial cut in unemployment

12. increased consumer pxotection

13. raising pensions

Right-wing labor leaders have pointed out that there is no guarantee
that Labor, if in power, wouldn t put through an incomes policy.

Ihe TUC called a special congress held on March 5 to seal approval
of its proposals.  No action proposals were included., This was voted
down, by a.close vote at the congress.' In the end, a resolution

"inviting" unions to join in a one-day general strike "as soon as
possible" was passed. The actual date will be May 1. :

The vote marked a faikly sudden shift to the left in TUC politics.
Thus Hugh Scanlon; "leftist" head of ~the AUEVW, said in the beginning
of ¥ebruary that those who weré thinking of a general strike were
living in cloud cuckoo land. Obviously the left wing, in the face of
a strong rank and file upsurege, has moved to head it off.

The role of Joe Germley, head of the NUM (miers) is particularly
interesting. Before the congress he had proclaimed loud and clear
that it was suicide for any union to strike alone against the
government and its new laws. At the same time he said that the trade
union movement could bring about new elections in the next few months
~if it wants to, by calling for a general strike. He also said that,
"But if that is not what they really mean, .they had better tell us,
because I am not sure many politicians, even in the Labour Party,
would welcome office as a result of -this strike. However, this is
a matter for the movement to décide, not me." -

At the congress on March 5, it was Gormley who challenged the
executive board's decision against action proposals. In addition
to heading the KUM (for life), Gormley is on the national executive
of the Lgbor Party.
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V. British IS. The IS has generally pushed a line of building fthe
strike movewent, including support of specific actions while
streesing the need for a general strike to bring down the government,
It has exposed the TUC and trade union bureaucracy roles in
gbdicating leadership, and has called for  the building of
. Committees of Action, Joint Strike committees, etc., around
rank and file groups. In its March 17, 1973, issue it has called
for the revitalization of the.Liason Committee for theDefense of
. Trade Unions, which played a leading role in the fight against the
Industrial Relations Act. The Committee has called -a conference
in London for March 31. Editorials and analytical artlcles ‘have
pointed out the bankruptey of the Labor Party

Spec1f1c details of their 1ntervent10n are hard to come by in
their press

(1) Civil Service: An IS member is chairman of the British: Museum
branch of the Civil and Public Seridices Association. He is one of
the founders of Redder Tape, a CPSA rank. and file group. .The group's
anti-freeze progran was {a) selective extended strikes in the most
effective areas, (b) national one-day stoppage, preferably with
other public sector unions (e) full pay award retroactive to
Janvary 1. . These demands were defeated, 15-11,.at a CPSA exec:
meeting. Redder Tape handed out- 15,000 leaflets at 22 rallles 1n
an attempt to overthorw the decision.

The Brltlsh Museum CPSL group has led in lormlng a Jo1nt actlon
cocommittee in Camden and Islington, in Eagt London, to coerdinate
end further the common struggle agaihst'the.freeze. It has been
backed by the Camden Trades Council and-"many important trede unions
in the aresa." . SRR i

(2) Teachers" Here there are only hints. The local teachers®
association in Hackney has also formed a joint action committee.
On February 28, 1,500 teachers at a meebing in London shouted down
Harry Allison, President of the National Union' of Teachers, when

- he declined to accept a resolution calling for continued strike

action after Thase II goes into effect. :4in article in New Solidarty
claims that I5 meumbers played g leadlng role at-the. meetlng.

(3)‘M1ners Gareth Wllllams, secretary of the Morlals lodge and
an IS mewber, argued against the "left" wing of ithe NUM at a South
Walse miners delegate conference. -He condemned the union leadership
and the TUC, saying that leadership was non-existent unless it came
from the pits themselves. Tt - :

The Colller, a rank-and- 111e mlners' paper, is. spcnsored by the
CWM and Morlais Lodge. Its program is
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(a) fight for the full (wage) claim
(b) No productivity deals

{c) Force the union leaders to flght
(d) All out on February 28 :

VI Summary. The first great upsurge against the Heath government's
incomes policy appears to be ebbing. Both the gasmen and the railway
workers are reportedly going back to work, while the Ford strike

has yet toget off the ground. It appears that the public sector
vorkers involved had neither the experience nor the organizational
strength - not to mention economic resources - to carry on sustained
struggle at this point. The British IS realized thia and made
continual appeals to workers in the stronger union, pointing out

the folly of depending on the weak to carry through fights without
their help.

The decision of .he TUC to carry through even a token general
strike, indicates that they may feel it possible to unseat the Heath
government. This 1s all the more possible since the TUC and Labor
Party bureaucracies are on closer terms than they have been in years.
The right wing of iabor is clearly uneasy at the thought of riding
to power on such "unorthodox" means.

)



NATIONWIDE A. T LOC}L & BOTE FORr =TUDELT-MEMBERS

by Andrew B.
Februsry 7, 1973

Members who zre fulltime students and who sec the Arerican .edcration

of Teachers as thelr prospective velitlical srens may be eligible to Join
the Workers Rdugstion Locel, Loc:l 188 of the 4.7.T, and mey wich to
congider so,dol“ﬂ.

Locel 189 hae six cetcmories of membershib (i.e.,: for duEﬂ ‘purvoses),
as of May 1, 1971, Fuylltime students (and "unpeid community sotion
workerg") mey avrly for membershin, Dues in thi cetcoory are %0.50 .
monthly, or $3.00 every ei- wonthe, or 556,205 yesr,

Perttime studentsiznd a whole hoet. of otﬂer ~eorle, toc) mev
aleo aoplv for mevbershic as "ed hoe 170“;uctorc naviar scmewhat
higher duce of $2.75, or %16.50, or ij.vV, regnectively,

Intcrecsted nmeveons chould requost a mewbersalc asvlication from:
Keith Kneusse, Tvesesurcr, Locs1 18S, 4.7F.T,, Indienc Univcreity st
South Bend, 1825 Northside Blvd., South Bend, Indisns 46A1E,

It mey be worthwhile to indicete thet you heard of Loesl 189 through
the December, 1572, gnecial sudilement Lo the Americeun Teescher on the
Workers Educatlion Local. '

In scmec ree-cete
4.7,T, today. There
mv knowledge., At fhe ¢
under collective barrqlnqu rﬁrecmo

.8 rolymorshous euomaly in the
tionwide locsle in the 4,.F7,.T. to

few (1T any) of its mewbrre work
nte megotistzd by Loczl 189.

- Now in ite fifty-first yésr, Loc:sl 18S': eemly develorment }
intersected part of thec Trrtekylst roverent in the U.S. The Workers
Education Local weg chartercd at uﬁe racucet of the 2ff of Brookwood
College on Yovewmher 1, 1522, urCﬁK”vﬁd war gn in vxﬁunﬁlnt lsbor college
like many others at thc time,: Thg cheirmsa cf thc charter glonere was.
A.J, Muete, formerlv the 7enersl gccretary of the Amalaamsted Textile
Workers of Ameriocs. and gubseduently imroortont 1n the Lmerican Workers
Perty. The Yetter orgsnizetion mcrgsd with the Communiest Leasue of -
America. Muste, qo”evc*, dnoppecd ot of politics (snd went back to
theology ) after £alling to,“rCVCﬁt the imclementstion of tae U.S.
vartaticn of the ”Frpnca turn viz,, intc the Socieslist ?arty.

( ( EDITORRAL NOTE: CORRECTION.- A.J. Muste did not leave politics after
breaking with the Trotskyist movement. He was active for years after
as a "socialist" and anti-war activist and was prominent in the anti-war
movement of the sixties up’antil his death a few years ago.)) '



BOUTHEAST ASIAN QCLIUTIZT AVD TROTSIVIST MOVEILITS:
FRENCH- AND EVGLISH~LANGUAGE SOURCES

by Andrew B,

2/4/73
With the oflicial "end" to the Secobd Indochine Wser this
January, the clacsc strugrle mey come to the fore much more readlly
in the cominz monthe and year 4ith the ao zren: subsiding of the

~u
militery esvect of U.S. imner ialism’s invelvement in Indochins and
perhape elegewnere in Scutanecst Asie, 11 her Lecone more important
for the I.5. to evaluate znd ccmment on the movencate that may
emerge in the future, . : :

- Thie document ig¢ not s biblifgraphy on tue subject‘of working
elass and neagsant mcevewente 1 Indocinine snd Souvneast Asia, Rather,
it liete some of the morc imﬂortant sourcee tioet ehould be regularly
consulted either for inforwetlon cr for refcrezcesg to dher
publicetiong., I do wnot male sny further sveluation of the itemd
listed below,

1. Bibliograohy of Aeizn Studies. Formerly included as 2
enecial wnamwher of the Journsl of Acian Studles: mow g gerarate
{anoual) nublicatico of tane Associztion For Agian Studics.

2, Pelktine Review, Czn he subscribed t~ frer Chins Booke-&
Fektodicels (see #3, brlow). Ye-klv; indexed an“uallj.'”iveq
gome inei~ht into the sttitudes of he dominent section of the CCP
toward different movevente 1o Soutnezet Acia, .

3. China Boolhs zid Feriodicale, 2825 Trentvy-Fourtil Street,

San Franclsco, Cszlifornia. Fein U.S, distribuicr wot only fo¥ ™
Chinege Englich-lenguoge nublicéticas, but alss Tor Steliniet -,
moveme te and governweute fn Scuthneset Asiz.Write Jor catalogue.

4. Far Egctern Eeocncmic Review, Publieted weekly in Hong Kong,

5. Leminz Una; en ivglieh-lenguepe monthly which hes been
published cince the very early 1UE0's and ccncentrates on neus
Trom Maharliks (the fubture nemc of the Rresgent Revvblic of the
Philivpines ), $2.50 swnually: 3C03 Future TFlece, Loe fAungeles,
Celifornia S00GE. Anti—inﬁ-*ielist; hut unclesr in attitude
toward reveluticnery groups &0 ‘

6., Bulletin of Coincerned égian Schclar Quar:erlf} ‘bezinning
fifth year of cublication. Afcer Pakietszr and Jeylon, unot guite
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as supcr-¥aoigh, %6.00 an-vally (%4.00 for cate). 60F Misrion
Btreet, Rocm 1001, Sen Franciecsc, Celifornis 105 ”&Jme’IV, Number
4 (December, 172} ner cumulatize index st
‘ T. desocisticn for Agien Studies, MNevs Lct er, Liste
discertatione in prorregs and recentlr cowm~lghed difsertetiones,
Address of euthors 1c iwclud:zd, ’

€. Indcchivng; published LJ Commities o
Scholere ever- care- weeks. B4, OO anmn wally;?
N,Y. 1QC01.

¢. Indochine Curo“101C°vu%11rn€d by Indochins Resource Center,
1%22 18th Strecst, NJA,, Woshingten, Do C 20036, Every two to
three weeks, :

, 10, United Fro"t P -egn, Box 4008S, Sgn Frénclecc, Celifornia

C4140, Write for catalogue.
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LATD TROTSEYIST MOVEMIZTS:

CA- AND EVGLISH-LANGUAGE SOURCES {cont,)

by Andrew B,

11. Racdical Aeien Fublicaticne Sepvice, ¥Write for *
liet of ramphlete from: Thomsg P. Tentew, 11C Charles Btreet,

npnam, Mgssachusetts 02043, -

12, Menthly Cetalopgue of U.S. Goverarent' Fubliceticne.

13 Fcccc ?c“e roch Abstrreis Journsl.ontnly.

Lcig (Stockholm). Suartcrly,
~higoe Internatibnele, Porie.

N boeret lelen Recesrcls T risle Grour Neweglctizr:
wrilie 10 Bervere Guthrie, Sccv vthezet Lelien Rescarcn
mgteriele Greoun, The Librarg e 0 Fatlconzgl University
Box &4, P.0., Cenberrs, 4. C 50 L ald g,

17. Current Thousht o2 Feace Wer: wublished Ly the Devart-
ment of Toliticel Sciewnce, Univer of Higeomneln, Ochkosh,
Wieconsin 54001, )

18. Geo~repnicel sbstrscte D; Scciel Geogrelay znd
Cartogravhy, Socizl geo¢va“ny ie what vou and I cell wolitics or
eociolocgy.

19 ’"' storicel b trectes Pert P-Twentie:-h Cevtury Abstracts,
1914-1970 . . . .

20, Intéerationsl Tolitical Sgience Abstracts/Documentaticn
Politique Iwnteruvgilicnale. Prbliehed three cy four tives o vear,

o 51, UFEEC0. Int-rostiooel Bibliography of the Scecial fciences.
Annual; and Ut twe veare late ot that, ‘

22, Mev tier oolomvarative Studies of Cemrunieh, Free;
write tc Jr ic J. Plerown, Profescor, Departrear of Political
Scicnece, St Eniversity of Wcw York st Bufislc, 423€ Ridge Lea

"Road, Buffa New York 14226. : '

25, Cc tive tollulccl Studies; heog biblicgrevhaic gcection,

24, I ?icﬂal Orranizaticn; hes biblico r*“bic gcotion

Ba S0 rgonle section

25 L hoe 2 gecticn on Sovtheast
Aglan polix S ralar bitliograenhicel scetion,

; 27. & ! dibliogrerhyy mubliched by
Iniverslty RS

28, Arms % Dicarms L Quevierly Eikliogra-hy
with fbstracts cod Invotatione,

29, Forcign Lroadc?st Tofcrmetion Service wubliches textes of
interccoted redio bro gdcacte, It ¢ imoeeeible to subscribc to
thnls, but 1t ie zvellsebtlc &n the livrerics of universitice whoee

facultice earc preeticious encugh to nave Derscne vwith convcotione J
o sthe. BAYD GOLp' or to the CIA. The OIf 1g the apgalcnt mublicher,
even taougn this is not ac““OJlrdﬁcd in prino. : *
30, Meg.spoe d‘_‘;erc—O*1 nt, Editviene Taena-Lowg, 34 ruc DCkens,
1040 Eruzellcs, Belgicuc (Bel glum) Hze "Analysce ElLllcaramnlqmep.
Z1l. Theodor  E. Ivricsk, Lglan Docvelommenve: 4 EBiblioprathy.
32, Foelfic Imp rio?lcr Notclock, P.O. EBox 26415, Sen Francisco,

Californis S4128.%Worthlvy,
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%, Indocnins: Journsl of the Victnesm Solideritw Committec
182 Pcutonville Road, Londeon, N 1, Fogland g
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