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Introducti onj'

Early in November 1972, I accompanied our national secretary, Sy Landy, to France
to the Third International Conference, The first two conferences had been organized
jointly by Lutte Ouvriére, the British I, S, and ourselveg, This one was organized
‘exclusivelyiby L. O,

Present were: FRANCE: Lutte Ouvriére; GREAT BRITAIN: International So¢falism,

the Militant; DENMARK Leninist Fraction,.Proletarian Socialists; SV.EDEN: K.& G,
(Commumsb Workers Group), WEST GERMANY S.A,G. (Socxa.hst Workers Group);
-SPAIN; Accion Comunista, P.C. U. M. and its youth group; ITALY: Interna.hbnalist
, Communist’ Party, JAPAN: National Committee of the Revolutionary Commumst League
(Zenshin); FRENCH ‘WEST.. INLIES: Combat Ouvrier; -UNITED STATES: National Caucus
of Labor Cognm;ttees :Spark, .and the International Socialists, Neither the West German
S. A. G. nor‘the Spanish youth spoke.

The conference began with four presentations by meémbers of L, O., three of them
based on documents; the undocumented presentation on "'Building the Revoluticnary Party",
and the document ""Revolutionaries and Trade Union Activity" are included in Part I of
this bulleting the other two documents, on the Common Market and Sino-American
Rapprochernent, follow this introduction.

As a prcface to the Sino-American document, it should be noted that L, O, holds that
the USSR is-a degenerated workers state, but that all other Stalinist states remain
cagxta.hst sta.tes, since none of them ever, expenenced a workers' revolution, There

-being lonly: two. bas,u: classes in modern society, the bourgeoisie and the p:olatanat a
state must be either one or the other, The question of the internal dynamic of the -
Stalinist states being the same, L. O, considers irrelevant,

These were the orly discussion documents presented.to the conference, Almost 3
days of chs.cuss:on followed, with time off for informal exchanges.

In the absence of documents, the pesitions here presented are based on notes I took
during presentétxons and discussion. Since I speak French, and s:.nce in addition com-
rades spoke in either English or French and their remarks were transla.téd gentence by
-sentence mto the other language, my notes were relatively complete. "Comrades natural-
'ly spoke, m.hhe first person, "we'", and for the most part I have so transcribed my notes,

Orga.mz:a.t:xon of this material presents certain problems, My objective is to make it
as useful ag possible for L. S.(U. S;) comrades, In order to give the fullest possible pic-
ture.of each group, I am presenting the positions of each group on all topics -- including
critiques; of those positions ‘and the group's reply -- in one place. By consulting the
‘Table of . Conl:ents, rea&ers may: choose to follow’ the 4 topics discussed: Building the
Revolutionaty Party, Trade Union Activity, the Common Market, and Sino-American
‘Rapprocherient | (reverszng the order at the conference). ''See below" references, too,
should be ghecked with the Table of Contents,

Becauge the LS., Fiternaticnal Bulletin is designed primarily for our own comrades
{and only sgcondarlly for comrades abroad), fimiliar details of our politics and our
organizatianal functioning are not repeated here,

The two groups taken most seriously at the conference «- for good reasons, their
relative size and their political weight in their national situations -- were Lutte Ouvriere
and the British I.S, They are therefore given first place,
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But Lutte Ouvriére is given additional space, in fact the entzrety of Part I of this
International Bulletin is devoted to the central aspects of L. O 's politics: Building the
SO Revolutmnary Party, and Revolutionaries and-T¥dde Union Act1v1ty -~ get in'the frame-
- work of thHé French sxtuauon whoge particularities are rela.twely unknown to most of us
i din the U S. ' : .

The next group in order of importance was the British 1. S, For cla.nty, in that it
- is:also- Bntish and for clanty alone, comes the Militant, followed" by the other Euro--
A pean. groups. ‘Véry much ""doing their own thing'" are the Italian and Japanese | groups,
and the Labor Committee, These 3 were particularly delighted at having an internatioh-
~al andience for their politics, and, as the reader will see, took full,, . advantage of the
oppprtumty. S it o
i:"In the’'present state of relatlons among left groups, it is difficult to know their
specxa.l situations; thusit is difficult and da.ngerous to make judgments,' said L. O, in
opening theu' critique of other groups. For that reason, though tempted,.1 have refrain-
) ed from 1nterspers1ng my own remarks amidst tha long presentations by the Inter-
"-‘ na.twnahst Commumst Party and Zenshin; in the case of the Labor Comrmttee, I
< saedumbed to temptauon. I should note that we share L.O.'s alarm at the charges
o levelled a.'t another Jayanese group by Zenshin, - :

Y eat

B

Havxng followed accounts in Lutte Quvriére of recent workers' struggles in France,

I came to the conference with many specific quest:.ons on the organization and function-
&l ing of Fre,qch trade unions, My questions were far from exhaustive, - Reading Part I

--"oi th.rs bu.lletln has undoubtedly given rise to readers having further questions, I feel
= }s_ure )that L, O, comrades will be as'helpful in answering your questions as they were in
answer;mg mine. Comrades are free to send any questions directly to L, O,, butI
“would suggcst channellmg them through me in order to avoid duphcahon.
..., lhave J.eft the Western hemisphere groups to la.st 50 as. to allow Sy the honbor of
begmmng the Critique of the Conference, This section closes with the questions
-asked and criticisms made of L.O.'s posihons and practice, L,O,'s reply, -critiques

of the, Caneren.qe, and L,O.,'s closa.ng statement.

_ B ’“J,des the 1mapg:u-t on the International Conference, this bulletm mcludes an item
“to who 5€ author I.owe a profound &pology for the 6 month delay in puyblication: Peter
Cam's tra.nslatlon of G, Munis! mtroducuon to hls book on the @amsh revolutwn.

Internanonal Bulletm #4 (w}uch hopefully w111 appear without such a protracted
delay) will 1nc1ude more on Bolivia; a report on Brazil by Derek Briscoe, and .reports
on Ireland, . May 1 again remind readers tha.t COntrlbuuons and criticism are most
welcome. A ;;-.,::-:.'r;‘:'::') SHAN ~
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Seme Buropean States have tried ve ztedl.y %o unify their markets; their romhd
!aum in doing 80 merely illustrate idleness od the capitalists' wish to overcone
. the ever inereasing oontradiction between !ntomatiomlim division of hbor and pro= '
dmtinn. and the msolid divi-iou hh«n Dbgtu.

lrln the lin&m wntiul QROTAC utmpu -hioh $he Furopean oamuunt

m‘:ﬁum«tog Wumnmmamnmorw.mmm
to hp still~bom (Be0E.Co, WoR.Uy, D.EC.y §4C.B.Cq} ota,) Thesa attempse had besn

upon tha injunctions o: dpsricap imperialism, swbich was eager 0 facilitelw
m salling of its own goods to a stabdlized oapitaliat Jurope as well as fo-set up s .
political and militaxy bloc to oppose the Soviet bloos These attempis eventually led
L 1) &be signing of the Rome agreememt, which dealt with the éreation of a Common Market.
' .thonuuttodwmmootmwkneaﬁndxoumunaﬂmmhqr fhe -
Conmon Market is just about to sign on three more countries, And the pansgyrists of
papiteliet United Burope consider this smghentation to be a monimental ‘gtep toward:
. the mlate ooononic and poutmal intogratioa ot ths Iumpom countries into & wider
- \llﬂ:n ‘

' Mhose meme bmmstn try to. nm-nt thﬂ projeet of a ‘Burope for omt-um in:

. ‘bhamp:ltineimgect the vanishing of anachronistic national borders, and as such the
‘embodiment of the great hope for a fraternal Burope rid of pational rivalries. Agtuale .
1y it is in wain that they paint this fartamy for it is quite obvious that the peoples!
. Iolfm 4im not at all deing consmidered in the cold oa.!.culatiom of thena tradosman vho ‘
- Aave. uonniuc wider mavkets and bigger profits,

_ But the outlook of. Burqpe ‘being thoroughly uited undax thﬁ m'otectian of cmm
 pot’ only lacks exiilarating comnotations for the workeys, but lacks the feasibility of
its realization as well, History provides no precedent for a complete and irreveraible
politioal and economic wnificatiom of eapitalist powers, as achieved by mutual agreemsnt,
A declining capitalism is even more impotent on thia ground - no cap:ltaunt power v.t:u
mr willingly renounce its- atate apparatus, - -

‘The comon Huket is no United Rumlﬂ. md nei.ther :La it the. eubryo for this do-
luaion. : y _

_mcamummsammnmmmmwmmmou

Hi.thouta.llthnfineryit lhouldbecmndvithinthofntm,andthemmv—

~jei:t1.v adorping it, the Cmmmn Market really amount 0 nothinc noxre tlmn a stiny
Gpatc'nu Union contoacte

This atinginau can be accomted for hy th.s wish of -avery capitalist to have ag-
' cess, under the best possible conditions, to its naighbor's markets, while at the amme
time haggling about prices The resulting awkward structure is called the Common
- I(u'ket. and though it has suppressed custom-house duss between the 3ix, it has not for
that object unified their markete, While on the one hand they were discarding the
“quota" syatem,. dbolishing duties, and trying to hamonise their taxing regulationas
"and polfsies, on the other hand the Six weré putting together a complex set of rules
aimed at protecting those interests they caved for most (big farming in France, etc.)
These mmerous and diversified new regulations ave 'in fact perpetuating the old pro-
tectionist measures of the membar Sbates within the so-called "Common” Market itselfe’



weveraion to protectiomise would be ineviteble.

- In this field of pemml "ynifica¥ion® the. Ry Wt. thnt cmtm
aountries can arvive at are tamporary oompyomisms at the top level, thntﬁnm»
. long as they are advantageous to each and ewsxy ope of them, but no longexs The pature
of commerce demands that there can be no dmph half-measures in this domain. Boonowi~
cal unity impliss a single currency, a single budget and a mingls State; and for each .
menber State, complete political integrationm vould wean nnounci.ng one's’ mm
" altogether.

Guch a total political :lntamtim is yot to. bo born no nattar how many h'ntin

. mdmd;uthovorld mxrmmwmmmummutoumm-
- any savereign Btate still omldahooumttomoptlmtymmuno louucaqp.tibh
with the defenmse of ite respective interests.

a3 Nore thap that, no step toward this pnﬁodmtmnmmmtuhm-orm
considered since the mtulatimotfbom-onm.mu could not be otharwige !

One thing is sure. The beliqf that the Common Market will ultipately see a lambing
econcaical interpavetretion, leading to s total economical inmtegration is widespresd
among bourgeois pacifists, federalists, and other such dreamers as woll as among 008
supporters of revolutionary socialism. ds if $he inocreasing interpsnetration of nationmal
- economies maje it possible for sare capitalists to do without the economical crwtohes.

of State help ~ vhereas this help is especially usefyl to the most powerful of tham !
4s if a number of capitalists could consider the possibility of forsaking what appear
to be their supreme weapon in dealing with a orisis or with aggravated competition =



L]

) RpReY polimoul intervention of thelr raspasctive atm in order to pmoot ot least
the napigmal.

parket. ] Or elea, as if the penstrabion of Euvopeen capitalist truats on

~ %be national marieta of one snothar had mendewed cogmpetition:.obsolste 1 In fact tb

national State still is a most naeded weapon in dealing with foreign - even Buropean =
oonpetition; and these truste won't u:llli.pg]y Toppunce it,

#he.adne approach loads other. people to. the conclusion that the ever incieasing -

 econemio interpenctretion chayscteristio of imparialim, will ultimately lead to the

formatiop of a supsp-imperialist power, that this power will peacefully and definitively
ma:bha.l the mu'kﬂts foy the :.umaiat pnations anl groups of nationa ‘eontposing it,

* Imps mgt nwe;u are indead ppyable of entoring mto various economic apd politim

' ca.l allisnges with ona apother, Such assooistions howewer are bound to be more or less

100me and transient or more or lass hostile to outside .powerm, But move than that, ime

‘perialist cowntries will never give wp their right to withirew if.and when they find it

prqferabls ‘hecauss ‘each apd evexy Gfats is the wmmi of suwh. a poutbilitys and who
"atptn" impliel ”rmntim" '

;mmvs momnumm'mmmm

: Mt"nm-opom inte&mtion“ mythology haa given bir!;h to atiu another, nwth vlﬂ.ol
in “when nourighes the mother mybh;. it is a. ‘hased ou the belief that the US-Rurope
balance of power is Yepidly wolving toward replacengnt of the smeriosn hegamony
over the vorld uperlaliun l;y soqe sort of. trj.mirat inclwiing the US, Ew.ropo M

' Ja.plno

. However, thole |mo say that tho Europaan mperialista can possibly set up as rivals
of US imperialism are overlooking the fact that there is not. ONE Buropean imperialismm
but SEVERAL ones, and that these countries gre contesting with one another at least as
nuch as with the US, Thé Buropean economi¢ patghwork cannot on these groupds be compava~
ble 'to-the pingle US economic system. Therefore any quantitative comparisons which are
liable to be drawn between the.US and Burope are of limited value becsuse one camot -
fairly add up figures that in reality - because of competition - tend to cancel out each
othér. Yet one muat. take no*-e of the conclusions which can be draun form sush compari~
aom. Loxr they show how senoelou are tboae whn pronosticate the end of Amerioan hega-
DoNY e :

The butput capacity of Ameri.ou: economy leaves that of the Six tpr behingd and even

-eﬁpor-edes that of the Nine, although the latter's population is definitly larger than

that .of the US. The American gross national product is twice that of the Six, which :
roughly means 50% lawger than that of the Nine (of course GNP iteelf is a sort of hold-

- all invention that must be viewed with caution, but these figures do suggest a genevel

ploture of the situation). The energy consumption figures however se¥ve a more acourste
indax of sctual industrial activity, and in this awea the US tutal equals about three

*tmnwwthosumdmulywme that of the Nine.

“In'the mid'sixties, the US output amounted to 45% of the industrial production of
tbe uhole wapfalist world, while the Six were lagging more than half-way behind, Noy
if 'we consider the evolution of these figures over a number of years, we would arrive at
a similar picture. Inasmuch as those who pretend that the economic growth rate in Burope
is faster then in the UB can do so only because they limit themselvas to post-war rates
of growkh, in fact the"faster” postwar growth rates of European countries merely clarify
the fact that Eu.rope wae then painfully recovering fyom ite huge war-imposed slow-downj '
besides, this recovery would not have been posmsidble without American aid. Now if we com=
pare pre-war figures as well, we receive an entirely differsnt picture. The US shave in
the total industrial output of the capitalist world was of 4! -29% in 1937 and had reached

44.8% in 1563; while the industrial output of the Nine has novably decreased during the

sams pariod, the main ‘Teason for thia being the couapse of British power.



Ofcounethemuthmmmtiﬁt;otthomuﬁthmmm '
countyies than in the US. But this again is mewely iadicative of welitive sesnemic
under=davelopment, In fact, this faster growih rate ds dus largely to & trensfer of
. farmers (occupation of low produskive capacity), As such this superior rateis. boumd
to dwindle in welation to the mumber of fammers driven cut of the countyy aide. :

mmwmgflusopum&hutoumtom
prejudics of its bourgeoisie. Not only is bouxgeois Burope impapshle of catehing up ecow
mm-unmm.mu.imotummmmmmmmﬂm
supsridpity of the Americmm bourgecisie, In 1969 the KNOWN imsrican divect invostuen:
in thy Compon Maxiet already represmted three times the mmoimt of the divect inves- .
tuents of Buropean capitalists in the US, whils this retic was not aven 2 4o 1 in 19680 }
The balance of power betiean the UR and Buropesn inmperialisms is indeed being upset:,
but £0 the advantage of the fomwer and with inoreasing speed.” In 1969, 108 of all yegie-
::M?mumMpom::m&wmth;‘m»
ons ecoNQNy, Conoen' o dynanic profigsble
brenches (ﬁpﬁmwamﬁn‘ civouits, otthewtotsmmu
equipment, 30% of the sutomobile snd petroleun marketa, etc.) Thoss figures.indsed
-:m;mmabmuwora.ww.qmmmomtoummuu
urope.

'mmmmmm

lmmthmmtumlsno\wtmmnm!nqt » o seonomic entity,.
it is far from being a rival to the United States (at present, or future),
and- moveover these Buropean countries are playing into the hands of inericsn impaxiplisz.
4 fresr circulation of goods and ospital asqug Burpesn countries campot but profit 4k
'dmmnmiomr.mhwm,manmWhhm#ﬂ '
Possibilities of & widened market, A

i
g
g

. mcmumtmbommrtuthwmmpmnm(mtww
injunotions) of American inparl.aliu. The mm mquml mmt its pontri
totho"hmp‘mom" ' ; -
Maeomaim(mdmth-wum»hmmtimmm)mmm
that the setting up of & wnified Buropesn market would bring about the formation and
mmmtnofummmoommmmmuutmunmmmw
rity of the American oorporations. They are now being proven ittsrly wrong. However
~ they wave partly right in saying:that increased conpetition would encourage the fusion
of large companies; the creation of oommon subsidiaries, although in fact thess grou
‘pings are moatly financial groupings (holding compsnies oontrolling a host of warious
companies with low productive capacity). As sush they count more om & planmed slows.
down of production by trust manageménts than on their own ability to modemise produow
tiom or raise the cutput oapacity of the plants they control..

: Inmcuemhmiatimmwlhuﬁmwtommuoradmhmtry

or else, involve US ooptrolled companiss. These are the so-called"multi-mational® oexw~
‘porationa, Por each comon subaidiary sponsored by Eurcpesn corporations, foreign com=

. panies,(nostly US) sponsor two. From 1963 to 1965 for instance, American investment in

the luropcm Compunity anounted to three times the sum of “trans<Buropssn” irvestments.



T The Coeman lh‘rht's sxiitonop, along with' QM cimnhtauoaa, has aotuall;y
reinforoed the wélght of American capital in Burtpe. The obatiacles meant to protect .
Buropean oopitalists fran increasing American investmsite vare proven insufficdent in
counterbalancing this trend, Why ¥ Becnuse the American pémpanies olveady eatabiished
in Burops for inatance, are no longer depandent upon US capitinl; whm tholr profits .
allow them to do mo, they simply reinvest them, and if need Ye, thay can gat the' halp
wtmm@mmmeummmurmmmwowm
selves. Buropean extollsrs of the  Conmon Market are then ‘lofit with the assumption .
that the Common Maviet has developed intsrmational trade to the point that, in thim
fis14 at lenst, the Six have Yaft the US belind, fhig i3 'true to a certain extent, In
recent. years, owing to the over-evaluation of the| dollar, trend in commexrcial ex~
¢hanges was fayorable to Burcps. But if we are to| speak stri tly, we must also admit
that Purope is a loser. Between 1958 and 1970,  the value of E.E.Cy's exports. to the US
had risen from 1,6 to 6,6 billien dollars; whila gru value off the goods it {mported

from the same US had risen from 2,8'to 9 billion dollars ! . global commercial ba-
lance of ths Common Markst with the US is then definitely a a deficit, despite
the over-evaluation of the dollar and despite the|fact that Wigger American corpom-
tiona have no reason to be exporting ta Burope smne thay plaxrt:s ‘there !

THE SOCTALIST UNITED -~ STATES OF FURCPE _ N , "

Propounders of the myth that the formatipn of =z supm-notional Purope is inew
-vitgble are to be found in tha vewy ranks of revolutionary ists. Their originality
being, so to speak, in that they dressed old pieces’ of nonserse in mrxi.an clothea
complete with up-to-date figurea,

This myth is cer*ninly not o new one, as the idea o a u.nitéd ‘eapitalist Burope
was the subjedt of many summit cohfersnces and of many diplomatic advances, Even.then
it wae already dated nateriasl, ' ‘ .

Gererally apeaking, the idea of a supra-pational graquping, of a fusion of the
capitalists states and nations in a larger community is as old as world eapitaliem’ _
itself, From its very inception, capitnlism was boing undermined by its buili-in cone =
tradictions hetween the intermational charscter of production and tha nationa) charao~ “*
ter of bourgeocis domnatim, & contradiction which capital:.s was pf ccurae‘nwer
able to molve,

The cmly' supra~nationality that capitallsm hae ever known was tle type impoaed

through war upon 2 weak bourgeois nation by a sironger one,. ‘enly example of &

small hourgeois state being absorbed by a larger motional mtgte occpred when the latter .
destroyed the former. The Horth American states imposed the suprp-nationality on’
South American states during the Civil War which ended with & toll of one milli dead. _
Hitler imposed some sort of supra-nationality on Poland, Czeghoslovalkie and Be
with hls powerful wax machine; and despite the efficlency of (his way machine, 101‘
Btill preferred to come to an agreement with the state of t Fnanch bourgeoxsie.

In the eyem of the .bourgecisie, the state, its state, is a weapon not only .
against the working clase but alsc agninst foreigh competitive bourgecisies, A supra~
national state acts in the former capj;%*v, but not in the latter, at least not when

the competitive bourgeoisie happers tabe a part of the same 'supra-national-state. The -
.obandonment of the national state es eapon for a national 'bourgecisie means the ,
latter’s surrender to the merciless dbminesring bourgeoisie of the "supra-nationsl®
state. The only singers “aupm-mtfmlist“ gapitalist nations gre the domn.nearing
onea, which can securse thclr hold ‘bver the aupra—-national state.
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“let country. Mot of
' ruptyre wag not & Chinege dacimion. The fact that Nixon Nimself went to Peking to xee-

. g !lim'n trip. to?old.ng:ln urly 1!1! b!iglatlymrkedthemnlofth-m
relationships with Nao's regime, after twerdy yoars of total isclation of peoplaly _’
Oh.im ~.80 isolation due to the biickade ommw WM ‘ouk by the US themsalvu. :

Sgnce 1949, Mus! ﬁepesime lived op the logend it was em obgtipate anti-;up-nin— ,
the legand was haspd on the breaking off fyom the US, thohgh the

atablish relationshipe - opposed to a Chinese leader coming to Washingtom, night be -

, eve:wuhere conaidsred as & victory of People'u China over. :i.nperialim

© St} thie ns ‘alweys took t!w mmtm- fxw atq.vt to- ond. mﬂnr 1t vas ;tor

tuptura or for recpmiuation. '
T vy DID THE.US OOK A TURN I¥ THETR mmmwmm‘scm?

3

When .the US broke off with Feople's China dn 1949, im the Copld Uar pnr:lod. shay

: ware. .elearly natifying that they would mot tolerate any shifé in favor of ‘the soviet
‘camp within the world relation of forces., When Mao was Tlooking forward to settle an -

alliance with the USSR - and in this regaxd, he did not limit himself to USSR oply .= he - .
placed himself in the eneny's camp, and was treated as such. That waa a warning to all
countries and governments that might hsve thought of an .alliance with Moscow, or move
aimply that wanted to play on the US-USSR antagonisi, in their own :Lm:mutl. !‘h 03
emmonad them to make a choice - and there. wag no. pouible escape.

A.lso, when the US sent their warships to Taiwan for pmtoabﬁ.an, thny vere on:Ly

putting into practive their "containment" policy which was going in the next period to

be umed against the Soviet oup. In 80 doing, they were oppoasing the nationalist desivea

" of People's China, and prevented a complete unification of China, sinoe they were sup~
‘pording the Chiang Kai Shek clique against Mao's rogine.

% The situation looked quite different in the seventies. Pirat. the Gold. Har .
the "containment” policy were abandoned in favor of amoother poligy of the US in rela~ -
tién to the USSR and .its aliies, and to the Thind World nationalist movements, For the

. exemple set up by China for the Third World had than become blunt. Twenty yeace after,
the limits of the Chinese .experience had become evident and consequently such exemple

was less praised in under-developed countries, So imperialism's fearu were quietened

about a ‘posaible extent of the Ohinese formula., All the more so as Mao largely proved

in his intermational poljcy that he did not bother about helpmg or initiating similer

'molutions in, nther count.rian.

Last but not leagt, this is the rupture betvaenUSSB. and Cb;ma in the sixties

which totally modified the international political game. The rupture came from China's
- fear t0 be abandoned by its Soviet ally in the th? course of the US-USSR reconciliation.
“Then China became completely cut off from the Soviet camp - a situation which wiped off

the U3's main grievance toward Mao's China and at the same time opened up for the US
posaibihty to play on the China-USSR antagoniem.

411 these reasons account for the shift in the US! l:l.cy ‘toward China, This
policy had been forged in a quite different context, which no longor exists. The situa-
tion had become anachronistic. Noreover, to maintain such policy was beceming contradioc=
tory to the very mtarestn or the United States. . o
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&I y of
poople'a haroic struggle, the US were forced into .hittincthiltthqmnot sble to
vin fn Vietasm, To do so thay would have been obliged %o mgage such imporbant forces
in the war that it would have _ _ ’ :
mdmmm.Itmmnrd}:owvmo-tormwu'mrmmmﬂ,

letting the NLF come to power in South Vietngm, whatever the foyws and ‘totve
Us foroed are now ready to aocpept this. Byt hare agaip they axe in
seme situation as in 1949, bdefore China, With a different background, an other sdversgry
faces them, What will insvitably appear as a victory of the nationalist forces, should
*notmanmmmonmm.cmwum;mmmmmtoh_
" unstable, as in lacs or Cambodia. Thus the settlement in South Vietnam must be a set~
t1saent for Southeast Agia, or possidly for,all Asis. The OB need Ohina's help to impose
the settlgmint, i.s., to impose status quo to all the mationalist sovemenis. in this apea.
m;utmh»lptutlimm!ortom. s e .

. OM'B FOLICY

!h-m-tnbnm of nhﬁonmputhmhidmomldm-h favored
by People’s China. For it implies it again has its part to play in the comvert of na~
Atim-,m»norhumﬁmmuuhwtmmtotbnomd.odpuw
bmcmmmmmmrormm. c :

that,

omn mciuchmeom 14se1f beard ‘4 the consert’

,._.Mﬂl‘d“m '
stsofthocumustatemw-athuttw

of nations and to defend the
believe so. Ths Chinese rush
opludthairdoordeleul;w :

‘Mmtummmwmwmmtwﬁd

Brentually, the wore Feo 's China develops (mmituanqlmm-
lution), the more badly they to reestablish exchanges cn ths world maricet. Indeed
the nearly total rupture from the intermational market protected China from direot impe-
rialist exploitation., As long as imperialiet's direct investments in China aveforbidden
(the former investments have been nationalised), as long as exchanges arve much reduced,
if not totally suppressed, impsrialists cap hardly dxaw any surplus value ocut of China.
On the other hand, China being cut frem the world market, it could not obtain the neces-
‘sary goods, machinery, licenses, modern techniques to proceed even to a snall industria-
lisation, all things which can only be provided by imperialist ocuntries with their high

. . ranked teochnology and produstivity. Of ocourse, to get-maphinery, licenses and advanced
" techniques, China will have to -exchange them for raw materials and produces of land.. This

_dmpliea that such trade would rapidly reach its limits, that of the Chinese economy, even
though we suppose that the US obstacles are dismissed. Even a fierce dioctatorship over
the Chinese peasants and workers to force them into more production would be useless in
front of that. Moreover this means that the more shoh trede dewslops, an $he. basis of
unfair exchanges, the more China is likely to fall again under imperialist domination.
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.Chon en Lai., 8till it is obvious that the Amerigan imperialiste' main demapd - i
them toward neaver relations with China - only ho net favorahly by the

Chinese leaders, And this for a very gimple rahaon H booamo demands cope with thl '

bagic policy of Peking. '

. Yor Peking is extluaively conceined with 'chb defenge of the thnnu atate'l in'b-
rests. A status quo in Asis, warranted the U5, correapopds to tbzoe interesig. Far
the immediate future at least, People's China uwain concern is to put aside the menace
that jmperigliam had m&tutdmd over ite besd for the rast twenty years.

‘Two récent clashes in Asis: bear proof of China's villingness ta be the warrant of
status quo. In Bengla Desh and in Ceylon, People's China effectively stood for the gow
vementa then in power, and sgainat the ingurgent Bengall and Ceylonese people. '

. " In Bengla Desh, a people was fighting for its own independence, and was dented it
by a roactionary anmnt which vaa remponsible for the gemocide of Bengali
, goople, Geylon, ypsurge of the magses against the left govermment of ll:u
andersnaike - and what is yorse, they more or leea claimed to be Macists. -

| Inhothomu,chinaaidedvuhthegovemtcmmer.indotmootthn.t&- .
tuaquo Inbothcm.italweidoduiththausmpmctm

. Obvioua]y, China can't help a lot in the settlemant of war in Vietnsme. The possible

- pvessuves it might exert on the Vietnamese people would not have any effeat befoxe the
will-of -a people who's been fighting restlessly for 25 years against Frensh imperialism
first, thén against the American imperialiem and the puppet govermment jn its paye The
utt.:{;mant ‘of war in Vietnam only dependa on the relation of forcos oxuti.nc i.n Vutnu
4 .

- But we can pxpect Ch.ina to vai@ down on 311 ather comtrial in Southeast Asia,
.either to etop the current struggles led by nationalist forces (Laos, Cambodia, Thailand)
or to discourage those that might be induced to start such a fight, After what happened
for Bengla Deah and Ceylon, every partisan of armed struggle against the govemnta in

© power :Ls quite aware that he will have to face China's hoatility. ,

THE TAIWAN ISS[E

In conparison with the main reasons vhich push the US and People'n China toward .
restoring relationships, the Taiwan issue - which was viewed as the cornerstons in
Sigowdnerican relations - is then dbviously put on a aecondary level.

Mao had more difficulty to forget that Amerioan warships were still protectinc
the remairizgs of Chiang Kai Shek's regime when he received Nixon, than the latter had
to abandon his old ally when the UNO asked Taiwan's delegates to give way to Mao's ones.

Actually the Chinese leadsrs are still hoping to unite Taiwan with China, and in
this regard they dream of some political settlement with Chiang Kai Shek or his follo=
wers. This is expressed through many statements of the Chinese leaders displayirg oonci-
liatory feelings as regards the old Kuomintang dictator. This is also expressed by Chou

En Lai in his last declarations to American journalists, stating that Taiwan capitaliste
could be granted the same advantages as the "nationalist capitaliats" had enjoyed in
China,
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meversal of alliances betwsen the great powsng, nmely ¥be U8 the ol |
the US are yorking on a se ':;thnp::.niliimnun th China, mnd in the meany
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Such sta -mt'pn-ovo > al) that ¢ Giinage Jasders |

lwm--
Aok
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Suiong Nai Shek. In their  is popsible 0 qomk. 10 e Agxeeaent hetwesn e kwo
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Ohina is lowering ite attacke againat the USIR, snd in the weentine. it defends’

- ,.‘.:L.h'natioulintmmqmaum. It lngks formd to peg mmtmu&m'

U8 but also wih winor jmperialist powers suab as Japen sud Germany, for

mwwmumumwmmmqnhr : :
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' mummuuwmmtotmunmotmmummm

: mummtummmumwm(mgmmmm)
is foraed inko definitive choios, esch of them can play its own gmme, Still in the eyoe

, of imperialign, the suemy to be mmashed is the USSR. In ease of a wobld orisis, regroup-

ments of forces will be done in wvelation to the oonflict itmelf and to the U8 en oue -
side, and the USAR on the othar. Twenty years ago, China was wwillingly threwm into.
the Soviet camp. Today opportunitiss exist for it to come baock into the US. camp again.

«M.Mduammmmamuuhmumm, .
even in the years to come. We know still less ehout the reads and the meana toward thia
goal, Maybe and the US have encugh good reasons to settle an allispos. Nonathsless
there still exist various aniagonisns, i.p., that of an inparialist comtry feoing en
underdevelsped country which triss to escape its douimation: So we can expect the (hina-
US relations to be tumultupug and intricated, according to circumstances snd world
mﬁw.mmmmmmtmtomomamw.mmm
nental . '
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at this time is the equivalent of calling for a Labor government.* If'an e'}ection
prdvoked by working class action against the government, the only alternatwe g/ould be
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INI‘ERNATIONAL SOCIALISM (Great Britain) )

* The present s1tuat1on in Bntam requues l:ha.t Marnst 1eadersh1p be hnked wu:h

‘ "’"'_‘flea.ders!np w1th1n the workmg class, and, therefore, that the I,S, not limit: 1tsg}{} but

be ‘open | to any worker ready to stand up within the factory and defend. revolutmbary
ideas on basic pomts of principle -- to oppose racist ideas, to denounce Bnhsh im-
perjalism in Ireland, to differentiate him/herself clearly from:thé "left" tradgmmon

.lea.ders who are ready to compromise over wages. and union.rights, il

Although sueh workerg are not fully formed, the job of: the 1.8, is to train: ;hem at

m‘“the same time as we struggle to build an organization within the working class, The

1.S,(GB) is trying to build an organization capable of rapid growth, Two years ago
we had a membershxp of 1000; now we have about 2506 and that is only a begiqmng.

Startmg w1th the problems da11y confrontmg the workers, prmc:.pa.lly une‘mploy-

“ment, the laws aga.mst the unions, rapid inflation expecially of rentsin goverhment

hoyging, the I, S, (GB) does its main work in the unions and among governmenb bousmg
prgject tenants, We seek to build L. S, fractions in factories and industries, l:e get out
raxik and file papers in particular industries, In tenants' work; we begn with’ Propa-

ganda. 2 pamphlet showing the sharp increase:in:.rents the ‘government wa.s prgyanng.

I S, (GB) works in existing tenants'.assogiations, or, where theydidn’t emst, £9rms

themn. We also work in those: Labor Partfy branches which: expreSGed vex‘hal opposxuon,
but ‘which were not prepared to organize action against the rent increases.” ‘We'encour-
age the withholding of rent,. and point out that the tenants' movement, to be successful
must develop links with the unions and orgamze. mdustna.l,.sznkes a,ga.in{st rentv}néreases.
L
In adchtlon, LS. (GB) poses a pohtxcal alternanve to- the 'Iory govérnmerxt ;n cam-
paigning against the gpwernment around prices, rents, unemploytnent ‘and‘anti- uni“on

legislation, in effect. calling, for the overthrow of the present gdvérnrhen:. Sua? a'call
were

a Labor government, and the I.S. would call on the workers to‘wobe for’ithe La,yor Party,
"« To call for a Labor government with socialist policies; as the SLL is' do;i:‘g, would

be to spread illusions, Furthermore, such a call is not’ sufﬁcxently preczse tq’expose

the Labor Party, .since abolition of the anti-trade union legislation-and higher’ gem'. laws

is precisely what a Labor government will not be able to do.'* The I.'S, (GB) calgs for

the construction of a soc1a.hst alternative over the next few yea.rs.

.

[ER AN -.; " 7"

'Ihe task of bu.xlchng the revolutionary party cannot be separated from Oui' rspec-
tives for the cormng penod For example if the crzszs 1s already here, it i gee Iate

g
Aba.rncadgs, Bt if. We nons1der that the crisis is postponed to the fa.r future,( nur only

Job is to preserve our cadre and continue our routine, a5

7 he 1. S(GB) rmrakes. this economic analysis: the boom of the’ perma.nent a.rms economy
is an slowly ending, giving the perspective of the conl:mumg develoPment of b}g social
stnuggles over several years. .

There are two great dangers for small revolunonary organizations cut off from the
wqumg class: (a) becoming a sect by seeing its own orga.mzahon as the’ alreaqy
appointed vanguard of the working class, and seemg the greate st danger comuxg from
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“of developing such a reliance, . T ¥

:digsidents, but the I S caucuses put out their own paper: s well as- a Jomt ona.
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. the groups closest to 1t thus devotlng its publicatmns to attacks on 1ts r1vals, or

(b) becommg opportunist, in the manner of Pabloism,. bemg so struck by its own impo-
. tence that it looks everywhere for other forces to fulfill the revolutzonary tasks. Any
" theory.giving any progressive character to the "workers states" leads to.the danger

)

Dunng the '503 and '60s there was. apathy by the working class since progress was

' poss1ble thhout a pohtzcal perspective, Now the: workmg class is becommg dolitical,
K due not to the a.ctzw.txes of revolutionaries, but to the attacks by the bourgeox jie, which
" results in a significant section o£ the working class being open to revolutlonary ideas.

AL =

The bourgeois state exerts centinual pressure aimed at swallowmg the. uzuoas.

'Ihe main pressure is exerted-on the union bureaucrats (a) by puttmg leglslatlve limits _
“ on unions to force the bureaucracy to help the staté prevent the development tﬁ the union
:'movement {b) by productivity agreements and voluntary 1ncome agreements 80 as to
" assimilate the bureaucracy as labor lieutenants- oftapﬂ:al

!;‘
£

So far this has been prevented by a series of mass strlkes partxcularly those of

' the miners and dockers. . Other strikes have shown-the limits of the ab:.hty of the

workers to counter bourgeois pressure on the bureaucrats, e. g. the refusal of the
engmeers' union ((mechanics in the U.S.)), 2 union under “left" 1eadershlp. where the
‘CPR is strong, to fight senously. There the leaderslup broke the struggle up. into
loca.l agreements.

In this context -- including that of the rising class struggle, . 1. S perspectzves are:
There are l1m1ts to the fight. for democracy within the unions in’ hght of bourgeo;,s
pressure, But, in Great Britain, where (a)a large percentage of the. wor}ung ‘class is
in the unions, i is necessary to exercise pressuré and ‘fight’ for demoeracy within the
umons, and (b) where there is no political exclusion, as compared w1th the pO%itlcal
nature 0£ the unions for example in France, it is poss:ble to conduct 2 polxtlca} fight,

; . B

The relationship between union and political work 1ns1de the plants 1s one. ‘of the
main tasks today., We organize more workers than our own m111tants because in
Britain's situation, revolutionaries can organize open political dzscusswn in tbe plants.
Building ‘discussion groups around our cells, as well as selling Socialist V&orker
msxde the plants, is our open pOllthal 1ntervent1on. o Py

'I'he I S (GB) has fractlons of 1ts own mlhtants wathln the unmns, w1th a l rge base

: teachers, electncxans, steel docks. Ve attempt to. build rank'and'file organizat;ons

(caucuses) able to fight within the unions, while maintaining our: ‘own* fractxons The
rank and file caucuses f1ght around immediate needs and struggles, a:nd relate to the
ggneral problems facmg the union movement, S '
~ The caucuses are led by comrades, and ((in the unions: underhned above)) put out
their own papers every one or two months, The papers have a large czrculation.
In 2 number of other 1ndustr1es, we work with members of the CP, SOmel,'xmes

’\C't“
P

»;-'}'.w'.;.‘,:" IS - gy w0 [RRRREES

. We try-to link up different strike committees to develop a real opposition to the .
bureaucrats within the uaioas. For example, oane of the most important demands of
the miners' caucus is that the mianers must support the industrial action of the:power
workers.
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It is necessary for our comrades to mtervene p011t1ca.11y a.nd openly in SuCh
formatmns. 2

Cnhque by other groups N -
(1) Itaha.n Internatzonahst Commumst Pa.rty (Bordiguist): ‘Ihe I.’S'. (Gﬁ‘)'b'minimum
“(2) 1.S.(U.S.): We have reservatmns onl,S, (GB)'s methods of recrmtmg, and

question whether such methods can produce an internally democratic orgamzauon.

But they have a political stral:egy for the working class beyond joining the party,

which is necessary and good. Their attitudes toward the Labor Party are not c;ear.
(3) Accion Comunista (Spaln) Accion Comunista is democratic centralist, yvh),ch

“leads to, our wondenng whether I, S. (GB) can maintain democratic centralism wifhout

“real fa.ct:ory cells? We see a danger of social democratic degeneration. It is dﬁ'ﬁcult

to maintain'democracy without cells, The problem arises-of domination by the fully

expérienced, this leading to the others being made into second class citizens,

(4) Lutte Ouvriére: The 1,8, (GB), presented with the problem of wmnmg militant
worket cadres, turmng to revolutmna.ry ideas, to the LS., opens the doérs to thpn-
organization wide on the basis of ¥ pomts {as compa.red to 4 pomts last year), ' This
means lowenng the political level of the orgamzatlon. :

o Durihg an- upsurge when workers are moving towarda'revolu-
tionary party due to events and the intervention of the 'party -- which must daily con-
front a rich and changing political life, politicization occurs very rapidly., That is not
being done'in Britain where the turn to revolutmnary ideas is still minimum. Sp the
role of a revolutlonary orgamzatmn is to win workers to a’ hxgher poht;cal level, to
traiti'them to be revolutionary cadres, to p*repa.re for" the c0m1ng tasks. Between
initial’ contact and recruitment, it is necessary to have an'intermediate orgamza,hon
of workers where they can act together and train themselves before joiningy " We have
structure to allow organization of activist workers not yet ready to join around bur
ideas.

12 our intervention we take account of the views of these‘

'j\(.;or'ke'rs, but to take them into the party means to water down our ideas and the
‘surtender of the revolutionary organization. This is not a barrier to the entry of

SR

revolutmnary workers; they now make up half our orga.mza.tmn. P

: : On elections: in imperialist countries the- workmg class is
undetr the domination of the Social Democracy or the CP. We must take acwount of
this daily as well as in the elections, The problem isnot to reinforce theiflusions
which’we have the impression would be done in Britain by calling:for the:Labor Party
to power, and by making further demands on them when they are’in power -- always
saying you can't cut yourselves off from the workers, saying a Liabor government is
the only solution the workers can see in the present situation. Even if it were true,
it wouldn't be correct, because we must struggle against such illusions. We myst
explain that the Labor Party in power will solve nothing. We should develop an:
alternative point of attraction, even though it may be small, When we don't have the
strength, we may only be able to criticize. If we have the strength, we should run
our own candidates in order to give the workers a choice,

Response to the critiques by 1. S. (GB):

It*s not a question of 3 points.. Thé basis of recruitment is the political statement
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in Socialist Worker, the 3 points being only important examples; We wish to wip;
workers committed to fighting around this program. The charge of lowering the ¢
political level to that of recent recruits is unfounded; we continue the political” fz’;h
through education and political discussion. w:thlﬁhe orgamza.tmn, educahon ancl d;“s-
cussion aimed to raise the newest recruits.to the level of the mast exper;enced

is true that only a minority of the working class, 1% in England néw, is open to :
revolutionary ideas., The B1g problem is that we don't even reach’ and Orga,mze 5he

1%, not only to recruit them, but to create a whole rahge of*mtei‘medxate orga.mzatxons,
rank and ﬁle caucuses for. example. . :

" Wé recruit workers who f1ght around the pomts we raise, We are not a sovcia.l

idemocratlc orga.mza.tmn with a passive membership. Workers are willing to ma,ke
sacrifices to join us. Such workers have a role to play. Ve are bmldzng a corn];at
orgamzanon. We have an internal life, We don't sunply transnut a.n existing pgogram
to vzrgms. '

Students who have stud1ed a.nd m111tants wzth 10 years in the plants have somc thmg
to learn from ea.ch other, but the .gtudents have more to learn,

If an organization'is built in. struggle .the nature of the political debate will ;et'lect
the experiences of the militants in. struggles. Only meaningful debate, not formal
nghts prov1des democracy. it e gfomt '

R ] BRI  AE . ;
Regardlng entry into the Labor Party: entry is a tactic, is empu'xcal Once'we;
- and espec1a11y our youth, were in the Labor Party because that was the only way'to
establish! contact with politicized workers, - Thatis not true now., The Labor Pz;ty is
no longer a-live orgamzatmn of militants in most places, 'but we are inside in thé few
cities where’ there is a live Labor Rarty group. Ifthe Militant ((see ‘below)) wez:.q
correct,’ if there were big struggl.es by many workers: Within the Libor Party, we

would not be absent,
L}

Regardmg electoral relatmns to.the Labo:r Party Ve oppose the slogan "Lq,bor
Party ' to ‘power ‘on a socialist program'', because it is so vague as to be ineffective,
The workers believe that the Labor Party is, not socialist, but represents some
aspirations of the working class. It is organically linked to the unions, Milliong pay
dues, and every union local elects delegates on the’ loéal level to Labor Party con/- :
gresses. So since we age fighting for our poht1cs m Ifhe unions, we must have a,
position on the Labor Party. : :

Though certain small reforms are poss1b1e, a’ reformmg La.bor government hke
in 1945 is no longer poss1b1e. Ve must ra.lse concrete issues to show the hm1ts of
a Labor government, . SIS W :

L.O. accusesg us of gomg ina cu-cle by supporting the Labor Party both in pppos:L-
tion and in power and in opposition, butxsupport for the’ Labor Party is only a small
part of our a.ct1v1ty. Mainly we say it is necessary to bulld a combat orgamzat:.oh‘
to defend the workers against the Labor Pa.rty or the’ 'Iory government. That was
not poss1b1e for us in 1964; it is now, -

On the Common Market

Britain's entry into the Common Market is part of the general Tory policy for the
workers. It w111 mean a sharp rise in prices, increased mergers leading to factory

+
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closzngs and unemployment a.nd tax changes, All of this will hxt the less developed
reglons the hardest, :

The LS, (GB) opposes and denounced labor people and Labor Party members
votmg for the. CommOn Ma.rket : B

i

Bra,tam was- tw1ce refused entry into the Common Ma.rket. If that had been repeated,
there would also have been a severe attack on the work1ng class,
4 It is necessary to combat chalivmlsm in the Br1t1sh labor movement a.s well as
- the chauvinist ideas of the CP and of the left of the Labor Party. y :
The isspe of the Common Market allows us to raise mtern‘t:.onahsm in the’ ],a.bor
movement, not abstractly, but the concrete problems related to it, the 1nternationa1

problems of capitalism,

The L.;O. document omits (we are not criticizing what's included) the fact that
capitalism is increasingly functioning in an international way, that workers must face
the problems of the international corporations, that workers must have a strategy
against the growing threat to workers' organizations that limit themselves to the

--national framework. For international companies can break strikes by sw1tchxpg

. production from one country to another. They can close one factory and move pibduc-
tion to a qountry where workers are less organized and less well paid. For example,
when a Brjtish factory was being moved to Spain, IS, (GB) got information from
Accion Comunista on wages and working conditions,. and thus was able to pass this
information on to the workers at the British factory affected. This was an example

of international cooperation on a small scale.

There is the serious problem of regional underdevelopment which can't be - solved
by the Common Market because dec1s:.0ns about where to place factories are made
by companies not under the control 'of a national or. supranat1ona1 state or body.' So
--the problems of Scotland, Ireland ‘or Southern Italy can't be solved by a ca.plta],;st
Europe, but only by a United Soc1a:11st States of Europe. This enables us to raise
the question of the Umted Socialist States of Europe as the real answer to the workers'
problems, : i . ls

International cpoperatmn by the workeérs is more 1mportant to the problemsf
‘raised by the 1nternat10na.l companies than is the:Common Market, For examplp,
Ford plants exist :Ln Br1ta1n, Germany, and Belgium, the last two being in the Cbmmon
Market, while: Bntam is not, Or last summer the strike at the Dunlop- Pirelli rubber
plants was an 1mportant step toward international cooperatlon by the workers, spme

' in and some out of the Common Market. '

- Setting up international committees of workers' delegates from 1nternat10naI
companies is an important task for the coming period, Revolutmnary orgamzationS,
even though small, must play a role here because the larger organizations that:
could play a role, don't, ' :

On Sino-American Rapproghetﬁent

That China had no workers* revolution and is-not a revolutionary force, and that




g ;MILI’IAN'I (Great Britain)

t.. . that the tlass Wwillimove directly from being followers of the ‘Social’ Democra.ts
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Chma. is a ba.ckwa{rd‘ ¢dantiry. explain its present political position. The Sino-U.S.
rapprochement is due to common interests in’ ‘stabilizing Asia, .

If we recon31der the:Russian guestion, that is state ca.pxtahsm in Russm led by a
Stahmst party, we can understand the anta.gomsms between Chma a.nd Russ1a. 'Ihe

depend ence "and to Her imperialist domination by a state cap1ta11 st country The
present situation can be:traced to the econom1c break between Russia and Clnna.,i wh1ch
was due to the unequal relationship between the two, ~“The break ended Russian’ a»;d and -
led the Chines® to attempt to develop state capitalism in isolation, Théir fa.‘zlure. sand
the. contrnulng conflict expla:.n the sh1ft1ng pattern Qf ahgnments between Rusma, Ch1na,
and the Umted Sta.tes.w ; R

‘1. S. (GBY cannot agree w1th L O s concluszons on the al;gnments between tHe three,

since Russia, too, is enjoying a rapprochement with 1mp’enahsm, ‘and from’'a sironger
economic. 31tuat10n. All 3 countries played a counterrevolutlonary role’ 1n Ceylon, Voot
. The Ch1nese leaders are desperately attempting to develop in an 1rnper1ahs¢ world
where. thls 1s mnpoSsxble without world revolution, This aim.of economic development
leads them to searth'in many du-ectmns ‘for econorruc aid.. 'Ihey £a,11ed in isolatjon in
a world where capitalism continues its acéumulation. - The Clnnese Stalinists: ‘kntiw:they
:can't deve10p undér-the domination of a smgle 1mper1ahsm, sQ they try to balanqe,
: v.between Russ:.an stdte capitalism and Western 1mp.=er1a.hsm, They_ will’ resist’ whighever

of the two is most: threatening, playmg one against the other or themselves algaimist both,
This.is not due to fear of an abstract: ra,pprochement between the . U.S. ‘and’ Russtad
.Saylng so 1s not necessary to. expla,mvthat Chlna rs not a revolutxonary force. Y

It 1s neCessary ‘to. bu11d a revolutmnary party to take power and build socialism,
but hlstory shows ‘that the working cla.ss doesn't move directly to revolutwnary solutions,
We have dlsagreements with nearly a.ll the other groups.at the conference who: 1mp1y

TR PO

CP to the' revolutionary party., That is true only of a tiny minority, .
As the economic crisis develops, the mass will initially turn toward the ’exxs;:mg
trad1t1ona1 mass orgamzauonS, no matter how treacherous they have prdven themselves.

v,;__,v’Ihxs w1ll lead seme leaders of these orgamzatzons to.tyrn to the yight and collaborate

with the government, others will move left ‘to be:able to: reflect the preSSure of the rank

’,_and f11e, a$ h&s happened.in some umons. So all the main movements wa be cm the mass
organizations which will go through a process of development of left. reformlst or
centrist character. The possibility of bu11d1ng a’'mass revolutionary party’ irom these
orgamzatlons will thus open up. We can't'bypass this process by declanng ourgelves

,A the Revolut1ona.ry Party to which the workers will come,

' ((Ed1tor‘s note' M111tant members are eeply buned 1n the Brlt:.sh Labor Party. M

This the I, S (GB) understands, as is shown by the1r sayxng that tens of thousands
of workers won't immediately accept a revolutionary program, But they conclude they
must create a left reformist or centrist orgamzatmn in which they will then intérvene
v~ with their ideas. Such an idea is either utoplan ‘oraFrankenstéin monster:. -without a

clear revolutlonary Marxist program, 1n 2, s1tuat10n where the IS, (GB) had to ta.ke
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power, they would be incapable of giving revolutmnary leadership. . They are sectarian
orgamzatmnaliy, ‘opportunist pohhcally. ey ' .

We must be inside in order to 1nterVene in. the a.newtable struggles in the mass
organizations -- the Labor Party in ‘Britain, -the CP in France, the SPD in Germany --
in order to counterpose Ma.rx:st revolutxonary ideas.to the new "left" leadersh:.p.

Ca.lhng for the Labor Party to power on a socialist program shows you know the
Labor Party leaders are incapable. -It is necessary to raise the demand to expose the
illusions of many workers, Revolutiondries must go through the-experience with the
workers., The program must bespelled outin detail in regard to the workers' needs.

But calling for the Labor Party te-power ona reformist program creates illusions
in the leadership because'this is not the final stage of the crisis where no reforms are
possible, Repeal of the Industrial Relations Act will be carried out by a Labor govern-
ment., There is a great danger that if a revolutlonary party wins a small number of
workers, it could split them from the mass of the workers who have illusions in the
cp and La.bor Pa.rty. '

‘ The umons are enmeshed with the state for hxstoncal reasons. So they can't be
.torn loose 1n a period when workers are not militant, when there is no crisis. A crisis
is now. develcpzng. It is causing attacks'by the capitalists. These attacks have led to
working class m111tancy which is preventing the bureaucrats from maintaining integra-
tion of the unions with the state. Eithet'the leaders will be replaced, or they will
verbally turn toward the left, as has happened already in s everal big union elections,
The "lefts'" are as incapable of resolvifig the workers' problems as are the ''rights",
but left words feed rank and file militancy and produce illusions among the rank and
file -- a process that has not yet- occurred bt will come in other western European
countries, o b -

The. role of revoluuona.nes in the unions is not bzg, since: the “lefts"': words w111
ta.ke the workers in, ‘and miake it moré idifficult for revolutionaries, We must put forth
an uncompromising revolutionary position in the unions to differentiate our ideas from
those of the ''left", not just call for revolution,, We put forth the demands of the
Transitional Program in specific situations,

We are against groups based on minimum demands against the buyeaucracy..
Organizing around minimum demands will lead to attracting increasing numbers of
workers to such a group, This will result in the group's developing illusions on the
impact of its ""revolutionary" ideas. The mass is not ready in this perjod.. . We can't
artificially separate the unions from political struggles. = Workers won!t, spontaneously
form national rank and file committees. They will first turn to the traditional organi-
zations despite the historical role of the latter. - We must intervene in the struggles
to win the workers to revolutionary ideas,

Critique by other groups T
(1) 1. S, (U S ) V e re_]ect the v1ews of the M1htant since the Br1l:1sh worklng cla.ss

,,,,,

1 (2) LS, (GB): Regardmg the "1éftmturn of the bureaucracy, the. M1htant never
'mentxoned the necessity of an open 1ridependent political presence, the necessity of
denounc1ng the tradltmnal organizations of the working class as well as the leadership.
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This is absolutely-.essential for ‘§éridus intervention in the union movement. It is'not
in contradiction with the attempt to build a broad base within the unions around union
democracy, against racism, against the union bureaucracy, and for the immediate
demands of the workers., It'is possible to create such a base without insisting that all

-. workers involved completely understand the ‘Transitional Program, becausse.thereis a

difference between mass organizations fighting within the unions on union questions::
and a political organization which must be at the heart of such a formation, Many
thousands of workers really -want to fight against the bosses;and against thé.govern-
~ment;but are not yet fully convinced of all the details of the revolutionary program,

{3) Lutte QOuvriére: Regarding a pre-revolutionary period-and a *left" turniby::’
. some bureaucrats: this never extends to.restoring workers democracy:in the unions s
~..becaiige the bureaucrats are opportunists, We must break the :inion ma.ch1nes and )
ﬁght for the workers to take control of all theu' organizations, . ! - ERERE I AT

On S:.no-Amencan Rapprochement et

'Ihe V1etnam war has led to a crisis in the U.s. Cluna has developed: economlcally,
is not dependent on the world market, and has the most stable bureaucracy in the world,
As a bureaucracy, it wants to maintain the status quo. (Ne workers democracy exists,
...80.China isa degenerated workers stale.) The bureaucracy will draw great advantages

-from capitalist technique, but involvement in the world market will not make China more
..dependent. It has .not made the:Soviet Union 'more dependent 'Iita.de will strengthen
China more thap it will the capitalist economies, ‘ IR :

::The main problem for the bureaucrats is not ec0nom.1c, but the da.nger of pohtxcal
:evo,l,u.txpn\by the working class. The bureaucracy is becoming more and more of a~
fetteron theiproductive forces, as for example in Poland in 1970, There are no inter-
mediate layers between the workers and .the bureaucracy. This is the main difference
between a degenerated workers state and capitalism, Once the workers go into action,
the bureaucracy will collapse like a house of cards.

That's what forces the bureaucracy to seelt rapprochement with capitalismi:

The main enemy of the bureaucrat,s and of the capitalists is the worlung class in its
. oewn country, : e

LEN;NIST FRACT ION (Denma.r k)

W ha.t is a party” T2 th1nk 1t should be in the working cla,ss. The problem of the
rela.t1onsh1p between the party and the class is not an organizational question, :The- !
cell connects the economic. struggle in the factories and the political class struggle ..
against the capitalists and the state., The cell wxll ‘be able to bmld stnke and; £actory
committees when the level of struggle rises. : Do i : Gowre Hes

We have the same policy of building rank and f11e groups of socialist sympath1zers .
around us as does the I, S. (GB). e

The great ma_;orlty of Danish, Swedish and German strikes are spontaneous and.
absolutely out of the control of the unions. ; Although the strikes may have very radical
demands, because of the weakness of the revoluticnary organizations, they are usually
. taken over by Stalinist shop stewards, turned aside from the demands, and stopped.
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When this has not happened, victories have been won, -
i~ Our podition.on revolutionary intervention in the unionsis _cIése‘ to that of L., O,
But a contradiction exists in that most fights o¢cur outsidé:of the unions and against
+ them. . A large part of the working class'is more revolutiotiary than its leaders, but ;
the leadership still manages to keep its confidence. : :
The contradiction is very clear in Denmark, where nearly all the workers are in
one union federation, with the highest percentage of orgamzahon in the world, Though
. the level of struggle is lower than that in:¥France, Britain,” or Italy, Denmark in I:h.e
recent past has been having the highest niumber of strikes ih the last '50 years. < -
Comments by L, O, s
That most struggles work through the unions is not in contradmtmn W1th recent

- --events wherein most militants were opposed to the union leadership.

_ L.O, has led many struggles as leading union militants in the factory, in political
_;oppos:.tlon to the union bureaucracy, e.g. at Renault during the 1971 strike, where the
best known militants were in the CFDT; but the policy was not that of the CFDT, but

- of ,L. O. : Or at Polymechanique where we worked-in FO agaxnst the CGT in. the p)ant
but the FO confederation wouldn't have approved what we d1d ‘

'On the Commpn Market

We have just been involved in the first mass struggle to have reached layers of
the working class never before reached, the struggle against:‘De,ni_"_nark"s*jbi'ﬁing the .
Common Market,
:-.:. ‘The situation ¢f the 3 Scandinavian countries is as follows: a’ falhng rate ‘of profit,
sta.gnahbn in Europe, monetary crisis (having, however, nothing to do ‘with the Labor
Committee's .vision of catastrophe), The falling rate of profit has remforced the' *
ca.p:.ta.l;sts’ realization that they must destroy small non-proﬁta.‘ble enterprises’ and
attack world: work1ng class standards. It'is this attack which has produt:ed most
European stnkes. Coe - .

. We'agree with L, O, against the various so-called Fourth International groups -
' ;-who claim that:capitalist integration is poskible, who c1a1rn that the CommonMrket
offers protection against U.,S, economic domination. .
European capital has not beexn progressive since 1916, A umted capitalist Eur0pe
‘would.not be progressive, It is a -reactionary utopii to f1ght monopoly except’ l:hrough
socialist revolution, -
But that L., O, doesn't think a united capitalist Europe is possxble is a different
form of economic determinism:and is absurd, We are not convinced by arguments
- that ca.pu:a.hst competition is inevitable) that existing national ‘states! g1v1ng up their
. soverelgnty is 1mposs:.b1e .without military force since it has never happened before,
since no step in that direction has been taken since the beginning of the Common Market,

The Common Market rests on production;’ on bhe relationship of forces between
the bourgeoisie and the working class. L.O, ignores the independence of the political
level as well as the relations of strength between the classes. -

A Common Market state apparatus would'répresent the interests of a fraction of
European capitalism against other capitalists and, above all, against the European
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working class, the Danish workers included,

The fight against the Common Market should be a fight for the interests of the
international working class. The eventual building of a Common Market state would
he a threat to socialist revolution, - The fight against the Common Market must be a
part.of:the f1ght for socmhsm, a f1ght for the United Soc1a.11st States of Eur0pe and of
the WOI‘ld. fe - ) . s L. _ -

Questions we must face are:- What does building a state apparatus for socialist
+:revolution mean? Can the European working class intervene against the construction
of a supranational capitalist: state in order to defend its. ability to:struggle ?

Comments by L, O,

. A e as
.. The Common Market is a partial and temporary attempt by .thg.European économies

to confront certain problems. This raises the level of consciousness of some sections
..of the working class, but not real consciousness of the difficulties faced. It is neces-

'sary te struggle dgainst the underlying conditions. The Common Market doesn't pre-
vent struggles within:the Common Market nations. It;doesn’t.mean that the bourgeoisie
is Hetter armed agdinst.the working class. ,We must o;;g_anize.guxjjse'l\é_es._.to fight
optimistically and to show the workers that if the capitalists force us-to struggle on:a
continental scale, that will be better for the workers than for the capitalists,

ze o S
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PROLEIARLAN SOCIALISTS, (Denmark)
'We are in bas;c agreement with the L.O. document on ano-U S; ra.pprochement
.2i:We have differences on what L, O. leaves out. V.e believe the:source. of the Chinese-
- U,S, agreement lies, not in the Sino-Soviet xsphl: but further. back. J:he Bandung con-
ference with the nationalists, the 1954 Geneva conference, VIn_donejsv;_;a. as:an.example
of:Chinese. foreign policy.  All resulted from the non-proletarian character;of the
Chinese state as well.as of the Chinese revelution, i, e, from China's nationalist
program under the leadership of the bloc of four classes, : ;
We disagree with L, O, 's saying that Southeast Asian natlonahsts w111 no IOnger
have illusions: about Chma. In- Bangla Desh the Maoists are still excus1ng the Chinese
role,i.. ; : SR : sy -
Ve disagree w1th L O. on a future regroupment of revolutxona.ry iorces asa '
.. result of the Sino-U. S, rapprochement The proletariat cannot take sides in a confhct -

‘between Chlna and Russ1a.. ’

L gkl

We have another difference. What constitutes a proletarian‘re:&b_lutior;? Some
here ((the Labor Committee and the Militant)) have illusions about workers states and
the. NLF. -Such differences make discussion of the China-U.S. document:impossible,

el e el e
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.COMMUNIST WORKERS GROUP (K A G, ) (Sweden)

-

We a.gree wzth L O, in general, but we must approach the problem from the
Swed1sh pomt of v1ew, which is similar -to the Danish, . .

T 3 ot
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The 1969-70 Swedish strike movement broke the 40 year hegemony of reformism,
dating back to the time when the unions became tied to the state by anti-strike laws
and through Social Democratic control. The Social Democrats have been in the govern-
ment since 1932, .in the leadership for most of that period. During this whole time,
corporate agreements have replaced the class struggle,

The striking workers had to organize themselves against both the bosses and the
unions, Large meetings elected strike committees, The unions tried to send the
workers back prior to negotiating, »

After the strike wave, the strike committees continued. The iron mines were
most important; there they collected very large sums which the workers contributed
to help other unofficial strikes, that is to say all the strikes," ‘

. In 1971 there was a conference of strike committees to exchange experiences,
and they decided that such meetings should continue,

In 1972 the conference was bigger, due to the participation of Left groups. This
led to the organization of "Workers Solidarity", whose aim is to set up a network of
contacts to support strikes in process. The most conscious, militant, and experiénced
workers are involved, . ' '

But most workers are still reformist. Laws and contracts made it necessary
for the strike movement to be built outside the unions, though preparations are being
made inside the unions.

Our task in the unions is to fight for democracy and against anti-strike laws,

We expect the situation to stay the same for some time. The movementis just
beginning. We welcome the experience and advice of others, for example on what
to do when plant closures are threatened,

‘Comments by L.O.

L.O, is for the formation of strike committees for the same reason as we are
for union democracy -- because workers must control their own affairs, decide their
own program and how to win their demands., A strike committee can reach out to
the workers of other factories and organize financial support or generalize the strike,

POUM (Spai'n)

"{(The POUM made its first intervention at the conference with what struck me
as a distinctly reformist analysis of the period, on which I did not take notes, On
the other hand, the POUM gave the most complete explanation of the situation in
Spain at the present time; for that reason, their views here precede those of
Accion Comunista, For additional information on workers! struggles in Spam,
see International Bulletin #2.))

In Spain, under fascism, where there can be no legal class organization,. struggles
have been mounting for 12 years, struggles centered in individual factories, then
corporation by corporation, then by industrial sectors, at first on a local level, toda.y
on the citywide level by all workers in a single industry.
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The Astunan miners have been conducting a. struggle for years, 6 years, at Vigo
and El Ferrol until just a few weeks ago. This struggle was originally limited to one
sector. The workers were directly confronted with the power of the state and with a

 struggle against the regime, i.e, a struggle against capitalism. There has been
increased government resistance. The regime has been aware of the workers? strug-
gles since the confrontations of November-December 1970, the most brutal in 10 years,’
14 workers were murdered by the cops and the army, B
. The CP, in an empiricist way, -speaks of the hberahzahOn of the regxme, of ite .
becoming neo-fascist, a soft dictatorship! - /

Behind all these events there'is a:particular background -- the Spanish Civil War, -
when the capitalists nearly lost théir factories, when the workers became aware of the
need to take them over. That struggle remains in the consciousness of all classes.

The regime may adopt a tactic of changing its facade, remaining always really the
same, just older,. with its central aim being to prevent the development of independent
working class organizations, to stop the political development of Spain -- which is
utopian, Different layers of the population are coming into contradiction with the
regime. The working class is struggling for its most basic needs.

Perspectives of the struggle are: to reconquer the elementary rights to meet, to
organize, to have a press, Thisis:basic, a.fact not understood by most left groups,
- The POUM differentiates itself- from the opportumst CP, which refuses to put forth
these basic demands, : Lo - &

What forces are on the workers! side?
The CP has the deepest roots, and profits from the deepest hopes ‘of the workers
to try to make compromises with the bourgeoisie, '
The SP (social democrats) and the1r umon, the UGT, which do not have deep
~roots in the class, g%
The Anarchists and the1r union,.: the CN'I
- Different left groups, some only students and of fleeting existence, some of
Catholic and other origin, but inside the class, operating clandestinely,
The POUM is at the base of the Asturian broad united social action group,
which is developing consciousness in action; in the Catalan Social Movement, which
is in the Workers Commissions and does political work in the mass working class
-organization; and in the mass cultural organizations. We are in contact with groups
with positions close to ours throughout Spain,: including Accion Comumsta- we exchange
internal documents and put out common pubhcatmns etc, v
.The revoluuona.ry party of. the Spamsh workmg cla.ss will be built on the basis of
struggle by the coming together of the different groups which have ansen under the
clandestine conditions of the Spamsh struggle to create the basis of a mass party in
. the Spamsh worlqng class, . . - i ' -

On >the Common Market

Marx always investigated the actual tendencies of capitalist development. Lenin
never said that imperialism is permanent; until destroyed by the proletarian revolution,
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capxtahsm wzll contmue to restructure itself.

Germarn: customs unity led to political unity. Qf course we fight for the United
Socialist States of Europe, but we must also: prepare ourselves to f1ght agamst iy
capxtahst unification, . T

Toorl e

“:On Smo-Amencan Rapprochement

]

its head to 1rnpose a total blockade. That hrmted Ch:.ne se develoPment Except m
Korea and Indo-China, the blockade crushed the revolutlonary wave. “The Vietnam war
leéd U.S. imperialism to the edge of a financial crisis; the U.S, could have won by an:
atormic war, but that was 1mposs1ble in the world 31tuat1on. L
Ch.ma's need for technique -- Wthh can be promded only by the capltahst coun,tnes
-- will lead to her being exploited by the unequal exchange, just as other countries. .
. that broke with u-npenahat domination have been exploited But every revolut:onary
country has the right to use these means for economic development. ity
Imperialism cannot crush revolutmns that ha.ve taken place, It hhs been !ed to the
edge of financial crisis by the’ V1etnam war.,. Thxs 1s what led the: U 8 ‘to-make an
agreement with the Chinese, P .
China will sacrifice countries and movements strugglmg aga:mst 1mpenahsm, o
and for this she must be condemned, v Pt
The relations between China and the Soviet Union reflect poht1ca1 and economic
contrad1ct1ons, _Wthh are increased by the. hegemomc pohcy of the Soviet Union and
the ‘nationalist policy of China, A conflict between Russia and China would be a,
catastrophe for the world workers movement, but is not likely. ~Since. they ca.nnot npw
normalize relatlons or make war, relations w1ll sta.y a.s they are until new co.ndxt:ens
arise, : : o T

The a.greements between Chma and the U S. correspond w1th and are subordxna,ted
to worldwide relatzonslnps. ‘For that reason they are not likely to last,. PN

If the world socialist revolution is the maxn enemy of impenalism, Russ1a is
the main enemy of world imperialism, In case of mxhtary conflict between’ Rqss:ta
and China, a U,S. -China alliance can be ruled out, because the U.S, would lose, such
a conflict setting off a world revolutxon. It is more hkely that World War Ill:would
lead to world revolution, wl'uch by its socaahst character would put quesuons in .
quite a different hght I SLE N ) GRS el

ACCION COMUNIST A (Spa:.n)

The objective situation in Spa.:.n forces revoluuonary groups to develop in complete
isolation from each other, then to realize that they hdve a number: of common views,
: They conduct poht1ca1 discussions. among, themselves, and work together, for example
--setting up pickets, issuing leaflets, . ... .. . AR :
. We often do common propaganda work where there aré several groupsrw:th sxrmlar
positions, We are not afraid of our tmhtants readzng the pdbhcations of others.k . We
even share internal documents, #, . .
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There are some groups in regions where Accion Comunista has no organization..
There our comrates work wu:h other grpupé, ‘where we have groups, comrades from
other groups work with us.~ This ig npt “entr‘y",'}as we openly defend. our dzfierent
political opinions, IR

Groups with big differences work together. We work for: exa.mple. with' POUM

to.issue pamphlets together, because it is useless to do the historical research separ-
ately.” The only group with which all the other groups have problems is the Communist
League. (Umted Se:cretanat of the: Fourth Internanonal) ‘which considers itself already
the party. Experience w1th thelMao:Lﬁts created w:.despr;ea.d susp1c1on and anxiety

about being absorbed, il :

......
......

R TV

The question of collaboratxon w1th other gtoups 1s rpla“ed to building a party. .It
- is just a question of time for the groups to fuse. We are in transition on political
“tégues, If we agree, it is 1nconvement for the groups to ha.ve chfferent names..

...... - : 3
LI A : ere i : doel

In Spain our’zw,qu is amo‘n‘g »mdustnal workers, We aim first at 1nd1v1dual reerult-
ment, which is very difficult and. very slow, - Secondly, Awe ‘work in mass orgamza.uons.
Unlike erWOusly, we now work among students, tea.chex‘s’ doctors, etc, .

Worke¥s: Comrmssxons were the spontaneous responsé ‘of the class to ‘the pmoblems
arising 4 or 5 years ago, ¢, g, the new cotitracts,- and because ma.nagement wanted to
discuss d1re‘ctly ‘with the workers and not through: the fasust unions. wluch the workers

donl,l: recogmze. SR . N E fend

e ,In the first penod there Akhs an 1mportant develgﬁment of the commlssxOns. The

cP. tr;led tobuild againsgt’ t}ie ¢tommissions, as did.a few left Gatholic groups among
. the worke:rs, e.g., the USO But when the Ccp rea.hzed ‘the’ Comm1ss1ons were' the
workers'' response to concréte problems, they threw themsehre., in, in order to try to
control them. Sometimes the CF formed new com,mlssmns Succeeded in‘attracting
more people, and made the apparatus put forth CP pohtlcs in‘the name of the Workers
Commissions. This led to the decay of the commissions, since the CP”s) epiportumsm
did not represeht the ‘workers., . ey
v It is 1mportant t9 ﬁght the CP. Left sectarians called for revolutionary-and anti-

'1mper1a.hst workers comm1as:.ons and pretended to be ,hem. That is now changing,

i 2
\

; 'Ihere are ROW J:wo 1mporta,nt plam Workers Comrfuss:.ons wher _revoluuonanes

the workers in the factones a.nd have led strlkes dunng tne l{.—ot years,' These strikes
have met a response even outside Spa.xn. They also prov:.ded d...fferent tevolutionary
groups with the chance to discuss politics in front of the ‘workers who ‘could then choose,
In Greater Barcelona the CP-controlled apparatus contrals. very fevifactories.

. There is real coordination, especially in engineering, where revolutmnary groups have
“ -power. There are 3 or 4 revolutionary groups: .  Their influence in the plants depends

" on the size of the:.r follow1ng‘ Ihere is coordination within the ‘Tegions of Barcelona
and in the "’ reglonps a whélef iThe: revolutmnanes were able to introduce the slogan of

i #:hoycott in the fascist uniodh- elechons wh1ch the CP | upported. ;»Support amounted to the

same tlung as parficipation. In the’ b1g ‘duto plant, '"SEAT the..CP. is stronger than we
are, That was the only ‘plant- where theé boycott was “not'éffective, That the CP strategy
was wrong was proved during the stnke at SEA'I ,when the delevates were fired.

RSP

.
13
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Cn Sino -American Rapprochement

Chma is. not the agent of world revolut:on, nOT: w111 1t be on the s1de of the U, S,
in a world conflict. ~ China is hot state capﬂ:ahst China, . as an underdevehped
counfry, must reach out for techmque. . _
A socialist system must be ‘'world wide, - Nelther Cbma ner. Russza 1s interested -
in bulldmg socialism on a world s¢ale.  There cannot be "socialism in one country",_
so contrad1ct10ns afe increasing in those countries, leadmg them to reach outslde L
- in order to develoP l:he1r economies.’ o
’ . The concrete s1tuatzon at the time of a cr1s1s W111 determme wh1ch s1de Russia
a.nd/or China will be on, : :

Toassy

IN'IERNATIONALIST COMMUNIS’I PAR'IY (Italy)

((Aszde from my 1mperfect notes on their mterventmn at the conference, these
com;ades requested that I inclade in the International Bullet:.n severa.l paragraphs of
an echtonal they had recently published,  To.try-to make thez.r posz.t;on comprehens:.ble,
adxmttedly difficult, I have edited and incorporated their translation of the artxcle mto
the presentation, Paragraphs from the art:.cle are marked ¥ ,)) ) '

The. Itahan s;tuatmn ‘¢alls for a certain type of stru«mle and party.

s 1969 saw the bombmgs in Milan and the Regyio Calabria murders.

Smce 1968 Italian imperialism has been in cconcmic crisis. This has resulted in
two basic divisions among the bourgeoisie: fascist and = -cformist, Neither provides"
any solution, but they fight against each other. In the '70s we must prepare against
fascism, the only bourgeoxs sduhon. :

% ’Ihe new Andredtti government has already maagurated an open anti-working
cla.ss policy. It pushed toward police control.of the workers! movement within the
framework of the open class collaboration of the union orgamzatlons. Its character
is that of support to mon0poly capital with state funds and with the mechamsm of
steahng from the masses. So it is destined to decepen social tensions ana to dccentuate
more and more the contradmtzons ex:snng between the. reformist and fasc:.st wings of
_the bourgeoisie.

: .. .Since 1968 the mnusters and trade union bureaucrats have had a real problem
_1 A gontrolhng the working élass movement Stalinist reforrmsm ca.n't control the class
or provide a solution. ~ '

.. * If the movement has lost in breadth, it has increased in depth. Theé strugglés of
the last years did not weaken it, "On the contrary rather, it has been developxng toward

autonomy; the struggles strengthened the more-active elements. Since 1971, that is
"since the struggles for employment and-against the worsening of the cond.xtmns”’of life
have intensified, becoming of first importance, certain political developments have
occurred . This development has been reflected on the level of class consciousness
with a slow but contmuous movement of working class elements to revolut:onary
pos:tlons, and nat only on the level of consciousnsss, but also on the forms of struggle,

' raising the number of sohdanty strikes, the tendency to transform the struggle for

defense of jobs into a struggle for guaranteed wages, ctc,

h waw oae
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* The strength of the workers' combativity hardens the soc1a1 contrad1ct10ns and
thus the necessity for the bourgemsxe to-contain the working class, To this necessity
is counterposed the will for better conditions ahd development of the working cla.ss
.On this basis the struggle tends to become vielent, : ~ '

' % Certamly, to understand this well, we mustn't confuse pohncal develoPment
with the unity of the' w0rk1ng class. Political development is taking place, and it can
continue because the average worker, the worst paid worker, the unemployed under-
stand that there is a difference between their interests and those of the labor aristo- _
cracy., So they undérstand that it is necessary to substitute -- for the methods and
aims of the workers' aristocracy, of the unions -- the methods and aims of the major-

ity of the working class. 2

Divisions in the working class are Healthy -- sifice the interest of the workers'
anstocracy is more and more the same as those of monopoly capital, and is opposed
to'those of the working class as a wholé, émployed and. unemployed, The division of
. 1nterests ‘between the workers' aristocrdcy and the class as a whole reflects the
'd1v1s1ons between the class in the north'and those in the. south, between those employed
“in large factories and those in small, The struggle is'so bitter that it is leading to a
situation of civil war. i

The difference between layers of the class is so b1g that you ca.nnot defend the

worker aristécrats, but must fight them, - That 40,000 northern workers went south to
. demonstrate against southern workers whom they called fascists means that the
northern workers are ra.C1sts. But we defend the same northern workers against the

cap:.tahsts.

* The unity of the working class, which the workers! anstocracy proposes,. isia
corporate unity, which prevents any political development at all, So, if today we see
the sharpening of certain internal divisions in the working class, we must not see in
this a symptom of disunity and regression; on the contrary, we must see in this aisign
of real working class unity on a revolutxonary basis, built up in opposition to the old
;eforrmst umty. A political development of the working class is inconceivable in the
'present historical period without an open conflict with the workers' anstocrac;r.

' % The period 1968-69, with its tremendous mass strikes, left an example of the
typical form of working class unity: spontaneous unity, This form of anity is not
repeata.ble in today's conditions, and moreover, it would be a step backward to want to
repeat it today.  The unity that is necessary today, after 4 years of non-stop ‘working
class struggles, is proletarian unity ba'sed on political consciousness, on revolutionary
consciousness., It is on the basis of this need that we must consider the movement and
the actual tendency of the working class.

The party i"s"i:he organ of battle of the proletariat to bat down the bourgeoisie and
to build a communist society, It therefore has no interests different from those of the
":proletanat For that reason the revolutionary party is necessary and 1rreplaceab1e.
'Ihe party is the most conscious fraction of the working class, : P

. The relahonshlp between the party and the unions is that the unions are not simply
an organ of the economic struggle, bt an organ of the class struggle:that support the
party in the fight for socialism, " The’ pa’rty fights against the unions! indifference to
politics. - The unions Have degenérated; it is this that has resulted.in differences between
the party and the unions, 'The degeneration of the unions results from pressures on
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them from the ‘workers. anstocracy, from the monopohes,' and from the state.

To fight opportumsm, real intervention in the class is necessary, The umons
today are instruments. of class ‘collaboration,, agents of capitalist programming in the
working class, .and therefore soc1a1-1mpenalxst._ This can't be overcome as long as
the revolutionary party's ‘influence in the class.is so low, Since the class base of the '@
unions réemdins, the unions remain mass orgamzanons of the working class, a.nd must
deal with working class needs.

‘'We work in.the CGIL ({the CP- dommated nat:onal confederahon)), but not dueto
a preconcewed att1tude toward the others ((the Catholic CISL and the right-wing social
democratm UIL, ; Unity discussions have been in process be‘tween the 3: for the patét
year or so.)) We are.not opposed to umﬁcatmn of the unions, as umﬁcatmn would
make possible our having wider influence, :

ir

" We can't.limit ourselvés to propaganda work We must become an organ of ‘battle,
a party, ‘the organization of the conscious vanguard, to show the working class ‘how to
fight physically against fascism which is develop;ng among the petty and big bourgeo‘is:.e
in the big cities, which aims to attack the strugglmg workers, their picket hnes and
to kill revolutionaries. Against fascism there can be no hesitation on the means of -
: défensé, ‘there can be no illusions on bourgeois democracy. Self-defense groups rnust
" be orgamzed in. factones and workmg class: ne1ghborhoods and among students agaanst

o the fascist tendencies. ‘ R Y

We'are also fighting reformsm, its. sabotage of work:ng class struggles. We are
. fighting for a guaranteed minimum wage of 150,000 lire ((about $250)) a month for E
’employed and unemployed. There are 3 million unemployed and 3 million Italian work-
ers abroad who, during a serious depression, will eventually return, We are opposed

. to the fight to reduce the working week to.36 hours.

_ We also oppose organizing struggles against factory closings.. We explain to the
workers that the closing is due to the decay.of the 1mper1ahst system, and raise the
demand that the government pay wages to.the unemployed. To demand that the factory
stay open or that it open again would mean that when it 1nev1tably closes aga;n a month

or so la.ter, the: workers would be demorahzed ' .

The reform:.sts hate us they limit themselves to the defense of the employed and
of the worker aristocracy.' This really means surrender to the Itaha.n monopohsts.
g »w:thout f1ght1ng against what is called increased product1v1ty. The worker anstocrats,
ployment of" thousands and thousands of other workers. S ‘
‘fhe CP- signed a contract in the chemxcal 1ndustry, which means’ a. 3 yea.r truce,
© and their. parhamentary deputies accepted .a law allowing management to fire a million
" workers in'both large and small factories. 'I'hey 1nv1ted the government to send the

4‘ .army agamst the unemployed of Reggio Calabna 1n 1971.

Workers d1scuss problerns in the factones and follow the union 1eadershxp but
this hasn't raised the level of consciousness of theé’ working class; It only gave ‘new
leaders to the union machine to fight for the interests of the worker aristocr éy The
revolutionary and most militant workers and the unemployed had to flght agaznst this
form of workexs democracy.

The question in Italian factories is not to fight for workmg class democracy, but
to fight to give roots to a revolutionary leadership, We don't need to denounce the
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union machine, the workers already know they must fight it and have been ﬁghtmg it
for 4 years. '

What is needed is a political leadership; a revolutionary pa.rty. The political
struggle in the working class is not between the reformists and the left groups, but
between the left groups for effective leadership, We fight against other left groups
who have wrong policies, e.g. Avanguardia Operaia and Lotta Continua, We consider
them reformists,

We want to develop internationalist nuclei in the factories, representatives of the
party in the factories, to undertake activity on the economic, political and ideological -
levels -- activity not related to workers democracy, The centrists have no perspec-
tives of fighting for the workers' needs., They want to fight against the bureaucrats
on the basis of workers democracy alone, In the fight against the telephone workers'
contract, so as to lead the struggle even though together we were only a minority,
with Avanguardia Operaia we organized a demonstration by 5000 workers in Milan
and thus prevented President Leoni from coming to Milan,

Also the contract in the chemical industry, the left minority organized demonstra-
tions against the will of the bureaucrats and worker aristocrats, This was possible
due to working not only in the unions, but also with the most militant workers outside
the unions who fight daily against the bureaucracy.,

Revolutionary worker cadres won't be educated only by work in the factory, but
rather only in the party. They must then link themselves with the working class, and
not only in regard to the unions. So we develop factory cells which also work in unions
and which represent our attempt to resolve the relationship between the party a*xd the
class,

Union mass work, on the basis of the material and political interests of the working
class, is the most important work of the revolutionary party. Its purpose is not to
denounce reformism and fight for the unity of the class, but to develop class conscious-
ness in the most exploited part of the working class, to link the most exploited with the
unemployed (whose numbers are rising due to the crisis) to fight against the interests
of the labor aristocracy and its union bureaucracy, which, in turn, is linked w1th the
monopolies and state capitalism,

Working class democracy is a mechanical formula of Trotskyism. It does not
separate the interests of the most exploited from those of the worker aristocracy,

_Their interests at the moment are completely different,

Critiques, (1) by L.O., (2) by the POUM:

(1) It is hard to know other countries; we can understand some things about Italy,
but not the real situation, But a pre-civil war situation is not clear from your descrip-
tion, A pre-civil war situation would mean an international civil war, Really,
repression against revolutionaries is not the same thing as against the working class.,

(2) Your refusal to fight for workers democracy shows a mistrust of the working
class, and a negation of socialism which is workers democracy. At a low level of
workers consciousness, the majority organizations can distrust workers democracy,
but revolutionaries cannot,

On Sino-American Rapprochement

Historically China has two great enemies: Russia and Japan,
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Russia’ has imposed territorial demands. Chinese animosity increased after
World War TI'bécaase’ of the. Russian state cap1ta.l1sts' steahng Manchuna. A b1g part
of the Russian a.rm‘y is now on CGhina's borders, threatemng ank:.ang and Quter N
Mongoha..l ‘Rudsid is ‘trying:to conl:rol Chxna through an a1l1ance wﬂ:h Japan and thrdugh
its 1971 alliancé with India. .
Iapan 1s Chzna’s compehtor for the dommat;on of As1a.
Ch1na doesn't see the U, S as an hlstoncal enemy.' 'Ilus can be seen from- Mao'
1930s policy. He was then willing to ally himself econom1cally and mxhtanly with tHe
.U S against- Japan and . -Russia.: - ;
o Ch.ma khows she can't playa world role but\ can only serve 2y & l’1eutenant of the
u. S, 1n AS1a. 'Ih1 5 was’ ev1dent in her. act:.ons toward Ceylon and Ba.ngla Desh
7 'l'hzs 1s a perlod of collapse ‘of the post World War IL 1mper1ahst s:.tuatlon, which
“'was based on thé- hegemony of the U.S. jand...the Soviet Union, That hegemony Has been
_sha.ken 1n Europe ‘by the commercial war led by European 1mpenahsm in the"60s and
at present “In Agia it has ‘been shaken by the rapid development of Japan. e s o g
"A’We a "see:mg a resurgence: of the imperialists beaten in World War i, Italv,
Germany, ahd Japaa. This brings into question the Yalta agreemerts, and leads to?
a new division of the world, Aggravation of the reactxons ‘of the compet1tore w1ll lead
te frlctmn and to wars. ‘ R R
Ch1na 1s part1c1pat1ng ‘from a subordinate position. She’represents 1% of world
o commerce ‘and 25% of the world population, .Thus she is potent1ally a temptmg market,
The' ‘temptdtions of her market are ‘resulting in. reconc;hatlon 1th Japan.” TH1S)1s’ a
. new stage of Chinese pelicy-and of Asian. ;mpenahsm. C}una is try:mg to ‘weake‘
. the two superpowers who are now most threatemng to her.' She must rely on’ confhcts
) 5between the nval 1mper1ahsms.** M

'

Ch1na"s main- enemy is Russza. :Lthout war. or an all:.ance nothmg is stable, B
but this is a transitional period allowing China to break out of Rus: s1an Ind1an-Japanese
encirclement, Fhoehe e

1.0, "doesn't recogmze the capitalist nature of Russian explo1tat10n of China, nor
the role of Japan in‘Asiay; a role histerically more 1mportant than that of the' U, S.
.O. glves a sup-erficial exatnmat:v.on of the relatrons between Ch:na, Russ:ta, and the
.S, . L - v & g

c:t**‘

S A

S 4

ZENSHIN (Natmnﬂl- Cemrmttee of the Revolutzonar)r Commumst League) (J apan)

'Ihe Natmnal Comrmttee of the Japan Revolutmnary Commumst League is. known
Lol a.s Lenshin (Forward), that is by the.name.of their weekly newspaper, which hag a
‘ c1rcula.tmn of 80,000, Zenshin has 2. mass_youth orgamzatzons the Mafxi st Y’dung
Workers' League (which'is one of the tendenc:.es in the Ant1-(War Youth Comn‘t&ttee,

: EHa.nsense1nem1nl<a1, or Hansén for short) and a youth orgamzatxon, '‘Ehiukaky ("Core",
a Leninist conceptmn) with important influence in the student youth movement“;

Z.engakuren. ((Lengakuren dates from:1948.)) . o

el

.;i; ({According to the Chukaku member with whom I spoke in August 1969 in. Tokyo
'In 1958 the left 'split frém-the Japan CP, initially forming an orgamzatmn called the
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Commumst League or Bund, The Bund has cdqn,tmued but another spht . off occurred

in 1960-61," 'resulting in the establishment. of the Revolutxonary Commumst League -
(Kakamaru) and the Markist Student League {MSL) which participated in the ‘Z.engakuren,
In 1963 the Revolutionary Communist League split into the Kakumaru and Chukaku
factions. All groups are active in the Zengakuren, The Chukaku membeér in 1969 -
estimated that the anti-activist CP group, Minsei, had 15,000 members, Kakumaru
between 1()00 and 2000, Chukaku 3000, and two.separate orgamzatlons or1g1nat1ng in

the Bund 2000 and 1500,})

S

"Thé Zenshin speadker-at the conference stated that h:.s orgamzauon came into
existence in 1959, just before the 1960 struggle against the renewal of the U. S, - Japan
security treaty. At that time 3 groups split from the Japan CP (which at the time and
until 1966 was strongly influenced by the. Chinese .CP). The first to split set up a
Fourth International (F.I.) (United Secretariat) group, the second the Communist
Lea.gue.' Those involved had tried to fight Japanese imperialism inside the CP. This
was impossible because, while the CR: fought;against U.S, chauvinism, it completely
abandoned the struggle against Japanese imperialism, (The JCP had lost influence'in
the worLers movement after,.at the behest. of the: Chinese CP, it organized an armed
uprising in 1952,) In addition the JCP put undye empha31s on pa.rhamentansm and -
handled 1nterna1 d1sputes in a very bureaucratic way. :

A rnaJonty of ‘the student movemeht leaders who fought within the JCP left with
the Commumst League, as did small groups of workers from the railroad and teachers
unions, 'Ihey were strongly influenced by the 1956 Hungarian events, but the deC1 sion
to split was based éssentially on the Japanese class struggle,

The F.I, group was founded just after the Hungarian revolution. There had been
no Trotskyist position in Japan before that. The F, I, group is typified by its degener-
~ ated workers state position including toward the Chinese CP, its tactic of "entry", its
" tactical opportunism and economism. Zenshin has relations with, but is not close to,
~ the F,I group, R C

‘ Zenshin-Chukaka strategy is anti-imperialist and anti-Stalinist. In regard to
‘Ventry", they believe that it is necessary to create a revolutionary workers pafty
opposed to the SP and CP, and that independent activity is necessary both within and

outside the unions, The F.I, hesitated to put its own position before the masses.-

' In"196Q a third split took place, this time from the. Communist League, which then
had a majority in the Zengakuren. This‘split occurred because: (a) the Communist
League had an uncertain strategy. Its critique of Stalinism was very limited; it
sometimes spoke for Maoism, and it was influenced by the Third World movement,

It did. not ha.Ve a combinéd strategy for backward and 1ndustr1al countries, (b) Its-
pract:.ce was on a tactical level, seeking issue after issue, action after action. “This
led to totally abandomng the: bu11d1ng of a revolutmnary workers pa.rl:y w1th.m the
fa.ctones. - :

The split resulted in the main leaders of the Commumst League entering Lensh1n
after the 1960 defeat. Fundamental relatmnsh;ps between these organizations: have

' changed 1n recent years.

it

The post-war system is very unstable and artificial, it doesn't solve any of the
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o fundamental‘ contradlctlons of 1mper1ahsm, fundamental contradlctmns which, broke out
through World Wars'l and. II and in 1929, FEe
'~ The beginning of. the dec.hne of the post World War I system is ma.de ev1dent by
“‘the dollar crisis and the 1ntens1£1cat1on of the Vietnam war,. The: dechne is a result
" Of ‘céntradictions: within. the system of U S dommatlon over the world economy and
gy e thet anderdeveloped countnes -- dormnatmn guaranteed:by two,methods:. ‘the - '.
International Monetary Fund and the Yalta' agreements -- and reahzed through the
- mtegratmn of the Stalinists within the policy of the imperialistsic g - - . i+ '
Though itican't continue either its domestic or foreign pohcy, the U. S, wants to
 continue’it, :The Stalinists.try not to 1ntenszfy this crisis but.to defend: themselves as
they did whe#n  Russia was. mtegrated into. World “‘War II but:did not intérvene.:. That
resulted in the division of the world be1ng determmed by the cond1t1ons which exlsted
before the'war, * - g . :

"."'O’ri'-'the Common’e'MarlSet CHE T 1 : oA S

The Common Market is one main support of the post -wayx system, th.ch was
organized to rebuild capitalism under the domination of the U.S. Since 1965 thangs have
. " been changing rapidly, but the.Common Market and Japan are not replaC1ng the U, S,
© 7" The whole &ystem has exhausted its power and there is no- way for the U.S., which
' *“'must maintain world domination through any means. : '
. “The contradictions of the post-war system are now concentrated aga.mst Japan
whose ‘post-war development is at a standstill.- The problem now is-the crisis of the
Japan-U, S, alliance. -The main cause of the U.S. balance of payments def1c1t is the
heavy export of Japanese chermcal products, leon wants td ‘'stop this in order to
protect the U S. market. That would lead to 4 crisis in Japan -and to 1ncreasmg ‘conflict
o with‘the U.S., but Japanese. 1mper1a11sm can't cut its economic; :political, and rmhtary
, ‘relatmns with the U.S., -as was shown in the matter of Oltlnawa. s

On Smo-Arnencan Raﬂaroche,ment ' _ 5. = SO W, b LR : ,

?

-U. S. pohcy is to seel’ breathmg tlme, to postpone’ the commg ¢r1sxs, ,and -~ with
no guarantee dbf success -- to try to perfect its dommatmn ‘over the countries of Asia
'through the rapprochement with China, v I

%7 i There is an uneasy s1tuat1on in Indochina and the Ph111pp1nes. 'Ihe U,S ;s try1ncr
o increase its dorhination, .but finds it can no longer ‘controlithe; sztuatlon,. ey,
Japan's main aim," similar to-that of the U.S., is 2 more stable’ sxtuation 1n iAsia,

Continuation of its alliance with the U. S, 1s the fundamental pohcy of: Japanese

iy

imperialism.
Fot ‘the Chifiese Stalinists, after the Vietnam war there w111 st111 be Japanese

1mper1a11sm. "They therefore. need an agreement with Japanese imperialism for econo-

_ mic, political, and 1deolog1cal reasons. Facing the danger of Russian troops on their
»i"’ h border, theiChinese need peace W1th Japan, in réturn for w}nch they w111 allow Japanese
“aggressmn against-all Asian; countnes except ‘China.

Japan has temporarily agreed to no térntonal aggressmn in Chlna. ._Jap_a}} plans
heavy exports.to Ghina, . : el o

tages in the déevelopment, of.the strugg}e in Japan

1959-1965: Through activity in the factones, Zenshln tried to b\ﬁld 1mportant
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1nf1uence in the workers and students movements, . 'Ihey were not successful in
generating a workers party. After 19560 they drew the: f0110w1ng organizational conclu-
sions: the need to organize the defense of the m1htant workers! movement, to form "

a left oppos1t1on w1th1n the unions, and -- by formlng study groups to build the base of
the orgamzatlon 24to'move taward bu:.lchng an independetit organization,. toward con-
structing 4 worker's party.  The period, marked by the approachmg crisis.of Japanese
1mper1a11sm, left room for unions -to. develop a. movement en wages -working cond1t10ns,
and pohtlcal struggle. o S g

1966-69:" 1965 was marked by 3 1rnportant thmgs. the 1ntens1f1catxon o£ the V;etnam
war, the Japan-Korea peace treaty, and the begmmng of Japanesé: aggression in A51a.n 5
countries, This period saw the degeneratmn of the workers movement, the[total .
surrender to chauvinism, to loyalty to each enterprise. =~ - = S S T

Young workers began to organize into Hansen, with a sloga.n of constructxon of a ’
workers movement,

Zenshln’s main activities were (a) organizing workers into: ‘Hansen, (b) contmumg
,Left a. ';.vity in the unions, A{c) the orgamzatlon, on October 8 1907 of armed’ struggle
by the student movement : ft ,

' 1969-now This permd is manked by the intensification of the crisis of Japa.ne‘se
1mper1a11srn, whose economic and political base is very fragile, as well as ¢f the crisis
of worid: ap1tahsm with the accumulation of politicdl; €conomic, and soc1a1 contrad:lc-
tmns. 'No way of ‘solving this erisis exists for the capitalist government of Japan but
gomg mt “the count#ies of -Asia after the fundamental failure of Japanese 1mper1ahsrn
~in regard to Okifdwa, The bourge01s1e is trying’ to establish a system to mob111‘
the Japanese people for-aggression,. ; )

‘The class struggle is entering the stage almost- of a c;v:.l war character.
In 1969 and 1971 Chukaku organized demonstrations involving 3000. armed workers and
2000 armed students. The importance of these demonstrations was. that, they occurred
at the decisive point when Japanese imperialism was trying to solve the Okinawa prob-
..lem, when the prime minister went to the U.S.. in order to come to an agreement, and
: when parhament was about to recognize the return of Okinawa to Japan, - “Chukalku:
orgamzed its 3000 worker comrades and 2000 student comrades; both times, for a
. primitive armed struggle, 1500 workers were arrested in 1971, 300 in 1969 Impor-
tant leaders were arrested in both demonstrations and sentenced to 1-2 years. “And
;a law against subversive activities was passed. ''All other tendenmes, running from
the cap1tahsts to Kakamaru,; said we would d1sa.ppea.r, but weihave maintained until
now our factory cells, V’e confronted counterrevolutmnary terrorist attacks by

Kakamaru wh1ch was protected by the atate,"” ' i

There dre ‘4,000, 000 workers in the Japa.nese unions, |.Zenshin' engages in every

lo.nd of’ act1v1ty in the unions and the workers' movement -~ from the point. of vn.ew of

bu11d1ng a workers revolutionary party. They are now engaged in orgamz:.ng oppos1tzon3
in unions, orgammng Hansen inside and outside of factories, defending and leadlng a
mmorlty union, They don't believe they should be limited to fraction actxvzty. _ 'Ihey
develop the factory cell not only by economic activity in the unions and poht1ca1 pro-
grams in the factory, but by posing the problem of the revolutionary orgamzahon of

workers.
. Zenshin has factory cells as well as cells ‘within the army, smce all the problems

§ 0§
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of the society can be resolved only by a proletarian revolution under the leadership of a
revolutionary party., Factory activity is developed according to the political line of

the organization, which is not yet a party. As Trotsky described it, there is a big
difference between the objective and subjective conditions of revolutiqn. . Only oppor-
tunists or sectarians ignore this, : Objective- cond1t1ons don‘t always wait for the deve-
lopment 0f the subjecnve conditions, especially in the period of the coming crisis,

- The'task of revolutmna.nes today is to change the relatmnshxp between the sub;ec-
tive and’ objectlve condxtmns,, to struggle against the divisions within theiclass, It is
necessary to esta.bhsh a workers' movement-to ¢onfront Japanese aggression in Asia,
Zenshin's main slogan is to defend the militant workers' movement against the chau-
vinist mobilization which is supported by the social democratic union bureaucrats and
the CP., They jdin with peasants and with the Korean (about 600,000) and Chinese
people in Japan, and help develop the movement of the segregated 3, 000 ,000 Buraku
people (a survival from the middle ages). They fight for Oklnawa- ;e

by 5 8

Critique by L, O.

It is hard to know other countries; we can understand some things about, but not
the real s1tuat10n, in Japan. A pre- -civil war s:.tua.t;.on is not clear.fram- your ‘descrip-
: tion of fights Between the left and the police. A pre- -civil war situation would mean an

international civil war, Really, repressmn agamst revolut;onanes is notﬂthe same ,
tl'nng as agamst the working class. . R
s Youwr Lsayrng that Kakamaru is a counterrevolutmna.ry orgamzatxon controlled by

the state and the > ». though we don't know, brmgs to mind. our bad metrioriés of
the CPs! matnng the same charges against the Trotszsts.: Ve do know. this problem
“in Frauoce), where he CP makes the same charge aga;ntst the Maoists despite: thelr ”
being.the main v1ct1ms of the police, InJapan we don't kyow. but the accuser has'™"
furnisheéd no proof Poht:cal debate is absolutely necessary between orgamzati‘ons, k
but we wa.nt to bamsh calummes and violence frorm the movement :

ot

Rgply to Critigue

We are grateful to L O,. for the opportumty prov1ded by the conference, and
welcome ‘the advice regardzng Kakamaru. '

. The sitéftion became objective in November 1971 though before that Kakamaru '
refused to join all the common actions in which 8 group,s, including Maoists,: Sponta- .
neists, Togliattists, and reformists participated from 1967- 69 until now.  THe!'sizé of
the groups changes: there are fewer Mamsts, other groups have d1v1ded but there is
serious cooperation,. - %l ki

Ka,kamaru ‘has now been excluded due to its v1olent sectanan 1ntervent1on, including
the use of’ batohs, which it &d not use to fight the pohce. 'In November 1971, after the
struggle against the subversive activity law had led to an almgst underground srtuatmn,
when public meetings were forbidden.or surrounded by the _pohce to.prevent syrhpath.l
zers from commg, Kakamaru began to attack us,’ ’Ihey Taunched attacks on our head-
quagters arnd on the’ homes of our leaders, as well-as on L{mvers1t1es and factories

where we are, Kakamaru is under the protectmn, not ‘the control, of the police, Their-
political:position i's one of oppos:.tlon to the violent development since 1967.of the. Ja,pa.nu

ese claasistruggle,: They don't fight against: Japanese dggression in As:.a, saying. om.ly

that Japanese economic expansion results in prosperity, which will continue, andithat
the rapprochement between the U.S. and the USSR will continue, 'Ihey‘ are in- the umon '
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bureaucracy. In wildcat strikes, e.g. in the nationalized railroads, we fight against
management and the bureaucrats. In Tokyo, where the Kakamaru are strong, they
attacked our workers with two to three hundred of their members armed with batons
and iron bars., The police didn't stop them, but arrested some of our members, We
had to protect ourselves, self-protection being part of our indispensiblg':prdgf'l;m._‘_ ‘
((See ZENSHIN document “made available at the conference, on
the next page. ))

'-_. .

2 gy

_Western Hemisphere: i
COMBAT OUVRIER (French West Indles)

' Combat Ouvrier (W orkers' F1ght) iscan newspaper and an organization of revolu-
tionary communists fighting to-build a revolutionary workers' party and for a soc1a11st
revolution in the French West Indies (Guadeloupe and Martinique). :

The French West Indies are "legally" an integral part of France, an "overseas’
department'. A special situation -- national independence is still a question -- and
_special tasks, the fight for independence, against colonial and national oppression as
'well as against all varieties of nationalism, face the comrades of Combat Ouvrier (C, O.)
“The C.O. organization was created two years ago at a time when many militants
were dropping out of the CP. These ex-CPers were publishing a newspaper, but were
unable to create an organization, Some of them had the same politics as the CP, but
were opposed to the bureaucracy, Others were attracted by the nationalists, The
youngest turned to C, O,

. There was also a split in the CP-controlled trade union federation, the CGT. 1t
divided into several parts, each led by a former. CP leader, Among the dockers there
are 2 CGTs, one léd by the CP, one by a reformist ex-CPer. In’ constructmn ‘one union
is led by an ex-CP nationalist, and similar situations exist in power, electricity, the
PTT (post office, telephone and telegraph), and among the workers in trade,

The CP has absolute control only over governxnent office workers and a large part
of the sugar mill workers. i
. The splits have resulted in no 1mprovement for the workers, The nationalist ex-CPR
. leaderships use the unions as political tools, so Combat Ouvrier has to challenge them
as well as the CPers mainly on a political level,

C.O. has prevented the nationalists from drowning the working class in pa.tr1ot1c

. .pnity around a bourgeois political program which would deprive the people of the West

Ind1es of worlung class power after independence,
Combat Ouvrier emphasizes the political independence of the working class as

:é,bsolutgly essential in the struggle for independence, as well as the special leading
-+ srole of the working class in the struggle. While the issue of national independence -

increases consciousness, C,O. must permanently defend the communist program
-against the nationalists,

'Ihe«worlnng class must have its own political leaders, representatives, defense,
and political organization, a revolutionary workers' Bolshevik Party, At this time,

(continued on page
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BE%EEG OF THE HISTORIC CATASTROPHE OF THE POSTWAR WORLD SYSTEM

AND CRISIS OF JAPANESE IMPERIALISH
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From 1972 onward through the 170'a, Japanese class struggle is inevitably going in
a civil-var-like and revolutionar my. The gbjective conditions for that will be analysed

- hpre.(the subjective conditions will be discussed in other parts).

(2) -

The first cg_z_mgitian that makes the revolutionary development of the class struggle

inevitable is the fact that the post war world imperinlist system hes stepped in an ende
-leas catastrophe, '

The postwar world eystem is, as we have already analysed and made olear in many oc-
casions (since the Third Naticmal Congress of JCRL in I966), characterized as follows 3
1) the imperialist stage of capitalism, namely the highest and the last stage of capi~
talism, or the the “dying" capitalism after = lerin's netion j 2) the world-historical
trangitional period from imperialism to sacialism, beginning with the victory of the
Russian Revolution j 3) its tranformation into the "Yalta~Geneva system®, system of
peaceful co-existancs, through distorsion of the international communist movement into

-Stglinism on the ons hand, and through the concantration of the political, military and

economic power to the USA on the other hand 3 in other words, on these presuppositions

- the world imperialism hss survived with the aid of Stalinists, making the USA the main

- prop, politically, militarily and economically. The imperialist side of this sysiem oen-

. ters around the USA in two ways : 1) the imperialist military blocs=collective secrurity
- system (NATO, CENTO, SEATO, "ANPO"=Japan~US security Treaty) ; 2 the so-called "IMF
-gyatem”, .or the international monetary system which has dollars and sterlings as "key

ourrency”. These two presuppostions have conastituted necessary basis of the impeiialist
world system in e peculiar form of the postwar. = = period. Ficticious world domie
nation of the USA, guaranteed by the huge material power, and its relatively stable
growth have 30 far ensbled postwar development of the world imperialism inepite of many

 Qifficulties.

-The postwar'. imperialist world system is, however, not perfectly stable. On the
contrary, it has many defects as follows : 1) the imperialists had to suppress explosion
of the postwar revolutions with the aid of Staliniste (the Yalta Treaty in I945 and
the Geneva Treaty in I954), by militery forces as well, and from that time on, had to
maintain a vast military network on a world scale ; this military network and collecw
tive security system, and the very existance of the "military-base=devided states!,
such as South Korea, Formosa, South Vietnam, Israel, etc, have turned the sharpest
focusses of coutradictions of the postwar world system ; 2) the IMF system have certainly
restored the exiternal "unity" of the world econcmy on the bamis of the overwhelming -
povoxr cf the USA, but it has npot been able to bring solution to the fundamentel contrse
dietiomz of the world imperialism since the Great Crisis of 1929 and the disintegraticn
of the werld economy in the 30's that followed ; this contradiction has become apparent
with the revival of Western Furope and Japan and relative decline of the USA, and this
uneven development of capitalism hzs led to intensification of the rivalry of the impe-
rialist countries j 3) since the 30's and especially after the Second World War, agri-
cultural products and raw materials of the underdeveloped and semi~colonial countriea
are incessantly declining in the sphera of the world economy (with exception of petro-

-lewm and several raw materials) owing to  the agriculture~protection policy in the 1o
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perinlist countries and the so-called acisentific~technological- revolution, coupled with
the heavy~chemicel industrialisation ; this, together with the military and economic aid
of the USA which have devastated the econemy into the chromic¢ crisis, has put the econo-
my of the underdeveloped and semi-coloninl countries in a extrsmly disedvantageous posi-
tion ; consequently, class struggle in these countries have been intersified and revo-
lutionary rebellions have succesively taking place there ; 4) the imperialistcountries
have so far developed by means of the Keynsean state monopoly capitalist policies((namely
the continuous mild inflation, and postponing the explosion of crisis), extending postwar
growth ond development in a forcible way § but this policy has reached its limits, and

the accumulated contradictions of the surplus capital are beginning to explode, especial-
ly in & serious inflation and in a crisis of cwrrency ; catastrophic phase has been des-
peded ; 5) trough the Second World War and its postwar settlement neither the cause of
war nor the war itself was basically removed ; therefore meny wars have been taking place
since of the end of the Second World War and these wars are beginning to be turmed from
imperialist wars into international civil war=revolutionary war ; 6) the USA has maintain-
ed the world economic syster centering on the US, which ensured it large amont of wealth,
but this very system has concentrated burdens and contradictions on the US imperialiem,

The fundamental contradietion of the postwar world imperialist system have begum to
explode empecially in its main prop, the US imperialiem, The military defeat in Vietnam
and the dollar crisis are the kcenest manifestation of the underlying orisis of the US
imperialism, nanely bankruptcy of its traditional foreign policy, and also mounting crie
sis at home politically, militarily, economically and socially, leading to an urgency of
the postwar revolution in a epecific form. The US imperialism as dominator of the postwar
world is confronted with the insoluble dilemme : it has become impossible to continue its
course it has been taking in the world domination and domestic rule, but still it is impe-
rotive to contimue its course; the US imperialists have to, on the one hand, lay ite buaw
dens to the other imperialist countries, destroying the "unity" of the postwar world ecow
nomy, in order to bring upturn on the US economy, and on the other hand, it has to count
on the cooperation of the other imperialist cowntries, The two mein policies declared last
year, the decision of nixon's visit to China and. the so-called New Eoonomic Policy, ave
nothing but means of gaining time to breathe and to poetpone catastrophs, These two poli-
cies will only result in deepening the contradictions of the postwar period.

The second condition that makes the revolutionary development of classe struggle
inevitable is the fact that the historical bankruptey of Staliniem is all the more deew~
pening, in the midat of the cataatrophic progress of the postwar imperialist world system
snd intenaified attadk of the imperialists in order to save the whole system from ruin,

Stolinism coneists essentially in the following pointa : to abandon, in the worlde
historical tronsitiomal period from imperialiam to socialism initiated by the victarious
Rusaian Revolution, fundamental principlesof marxism, namely to recognize absolute neces-
gity of world revolution for the human liberztion through commmmist revolution; te.” ~
replace it with the theory of “socialism in one country" and the policy of "peaceful
coexistence", eauming rearctionary deformation on the revolutionary advance of the world
historicsl transitional period. In other words, while the social-democratic degeneration
of the Second International was based upon the transformation of the workera' movement
into the prop of the imperialist domestic rula, the Stalinist degeneration of the Third
International was baged upon surrender to and integration into the world imperialist
system, of the internationsl revolutionary movement,

The internationnl Stalinist system, established after the Second World War, centering
around the USSR, aimed at forming a local "communist world", on the presupposition of the
rivaling co-existence with the imperianlist countries, which is mymbolized in the Yalba
treaty as well as the Geneva treaty, But two historical events, Humgarian Revolution
(195§§ and Czechoslovakian rebellion (1968) have clearly disclosed the truth of the Bow
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called "international socinlist system"; the USSR, through subjugating other "socialist®
countries to it, gnined profit from this aystem on the sacrifice of the people. of thasze
countries, and put burden on these countries, which was produced as the result of
"socialiem in one country" of USSR itself.,

- On the other hand, Chinese Communist Party under the leadership of Mao Tae-
tung, have stood against the USSR Stalinists, represented by Khrutchev, especially in
respect to the too close cooperation with the USA, and also the method of the USSR
military and economic aid to China, that demanded unconditional obeisance to the USSR
and meant in fact expropriation by the USSR, far from the spirit of socialist-brotherly
cooperation for the common cause. In the so-called "proletarian cultural revolution"
they tried, under the flag of "anti-imperialism, anti-revisionism", to resolve the con-
tradlotlons caused by the "people's commune"™ = "great leap fonmn'l" policy (1958) and
also by "adjusting" policy (1961.+65), Those policies adopted by Mao and Chinese CP have
given expectation for the revolutionary revival of the international communist movement
to the large number of fighting people all over the world, who were bitterly discontenw
ted with surrendering policy to the imperialistas, parlinmentarism, trade-unionism, that
led integration of the workers! movement into the existing system of imperialism, and
who were not able to clarify the renl cause ¢f these degeneration taking place in the
commmnist parties under the leadership .of USSR (P, But, as we have consistently asserted -
gince the ;time of "people's commune" and also the time of the "“proletarian cultural
revolution", .the elleged left wing position of the Chinese CP signifies only that it
etands against imperialism in this or that politicel points. The Chinese CP lacks atra-
tegy -of world revolution, that is, completion of overthrowing world imperialism; it
also lacks theory of socialist society as well as policy of tronsitional peried, in
order to face and overcome difficulties and deformations arising in China in front of
the task of constructing transitional society. In these respects, Mao and Chinese CP
do not surpass the theory and atrategy of Stalin and Khrutchev,

Nixon'a .pol:.cy of visiting China, as the countermeasure to the thoroughgoing
upheavol of the postwar world imperialist system and the domestic crisis of the US
imperialism itself, put to a severe teat the, Chinese Stalinists, who were bureaucrati-
cally cantrollmg and curbing the "proletar:mn cultural revolution", The US imperialism,
as the main prop and the most criminal of all the imperialist countries, in its desire

of taking breath in the catastrophic crisis, charged atteck on China, as a challenge
to the f:.ght:mg people all over the world, At this critical moment, Chinese Stalinists
accepted the US proposal, This is giving:'a humilistion to the Asien people who are
fTighting resolutely against US agression, :and averting eyes of the world proletariat
from the grand pergpective for the great American revolution. The Chinese Stalinists
are playing mest  reacticnary role in doing this,

This historical betrayal recalls to our mind the Germany-Soviet Non-Agresaim
Treaty (1939). But at the same time, we must realize the fact that, however reactionary
the policy of Nizon's visit to China is, and however treacherously Chinese Stalinists’
behave, it is impossible to evade the crisis of the postwar world. imperialist system.
and the mpe*iallst ruling system in the under-developed and gemi-colonial countriea,

!

"‘he Third Co*xdltlon is the fact that ‘the cpntradictions arising from the
crisis of the posty postwar world system are now going toi be focused upon Japanese imperia-
lism; such as intensification of the US aggression, and surrender and cooperation of .
the Chirege Stolinists to it, as we have seen o abovel
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The postwar recovery and development of Japanese imperialism is, as we have repea-
tedly pointed out since the Third National Congress of JCRL, thouroughly dependent upon
the policy of Japan-US Alliance; Japanese imperialiam has been closely connected with
the US imperialism, politically, militarily and economically, and through this connece
tion also linked with the whole postwar world imperialist system, The policy of Japanw
US Alliance, the core of which is the "ANPO", Japan-US Security Treaty, is therefore
the life-line, as it were, for Japanese imperialism, But Japan faces a new phase of
development of thim relation, The US now is beginning to transfer its burdens that arise
from the crimis of its own system, to Japan, economically as well aB politically, In this
situation, however, Japan is obliged to maintain Japan-US Alliance on the sphere of eco-
nomy as well as of politico-military problema, even if it will charge lot of sacrifice
on the Japanase side, ‘ :

In other words, Japanese imperialism is confronted with the insoluble dilemna 3
it has to continue the policy of Japan-US Alliance notwithatanding the fact that this
alliance is beginning to see catostrophe. Economically saying, Japanese imperialism has
to enlarge its export of products of heavy-chemical industry to the USA in order to get
out of stagnation, but this increased export, in its turn, leads to destruction of Japan--
US economic relations and, still further, of the world economic system itself,

In regard to the diplomatic relation between Japan and China, Japanese imparialism
is being put into difficulties by the c¢risis of the postwar world system, but it is also
creating danger to this system through its action. The US imperialists have begun to
adjust the US~China relations in order to get out of the serious crisis, regardless of
the Japan~US Alliance, This US policy has imposed harsh trial upon Japanese imperialism,
which is pursuing its course of aggression on Asian cowitries by means of maintainirg
Japan~US Alliance. For Asian peopls, it is absolutely unpardonable that Japanese impe-
rialism which invaded into the Asian countries during the Second World War, giving unbea-
roble pain and affliction to them, should make aggressi¢n once again on the Asian coun~-
tries only after a lapse of a decade. As the Japan~China relations have come to question,
it hog become more and more evident that nothing was solved in regard to the Japonese
role and its results during the Second World War., The present US policy is to make Japan
engoged in o difficult task of reestablishing ruling system aver underdeveloped and semi-
colonial countries in Aaiz, while the US is taking breath through entente with China; and
to give recognition to the newly developed situation under its hegemony,

Consequently Jopanese imperialism and its politicgl committee have no other policies
than as follows : 1) in spite of the beginning of catasirophe of Japan-US relations, to
maintoin the policy of Japan~US Alliance, and to go on with depending on the US market
in the sphere of the heavy-chemical industry; 2) seeking for the readjustment of Japane
China relotions on the one hand, to go..on basically, on the other hand, with the invasion
upon the Asian countries; 3) to lay on the working class and minor entreprises the bur-
dens originated from standstill of the poatwar development and also from dumping export
in order to solve it; 4) in order to relieve monopoly capitals from atagnation, to take
positive fiscal-financial policies regardless to inflation, and to enlarge mmitions inw-
dustries; 5) in order to suppress the resistance of the Asian people and Japanese working
class, to strenghthen the Self-Defence Force as an imperialist army; to establish a po-
werful Bonmapartic ruling system, and to apply forcible civil-war-type suppression to the
revolutionary forces; 6) to establish a national mobilization system for the aggreasion
on the Asian countries, through appeasing class struggle with the help of SP, CP and
Kakumaru, instilling into proletariat the idens of “national interest" defense of enter-
prise, and advocating irrational, chauvinistic ideologies, culminating in the Temno (En-
perorSaystem and its ideology. But these policies of Japanese irmperialism will not be
realized in an easy way, owing to the following factors : 1) alrendy launched cataatrophe
of the postwar world system; bankruptcy of ccoperation system among imperialist powers;
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growing antagonimn ameng them; 2) criais of the ruling system in Asian underdeveloped
and senircoloniol oountries, and rise of anti-Japanese imperialism struggle thare; ‘
3) oivilwar-like and revolutionary dsvelopment in Japan, with mounting popular sup-
port, Intensifisd state power spuppreasion, coupled with the counter-revolutionary :
amed gssault by state-civil forces, in revenge to the great 71 autumn struggle meni-
" fentn densaperate fear of “irperielists and counter-revolutionary groups for the future
of Jspaness imperialism, ‘
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besides ite newspaper, C,O. issues bulletins in the factories and housing projects,
trains its activists morally and theoretically, and engages in theoretical, political,
and economic struggle alongside the workers. Only because they have already create
a revolutionary organization are they able to do 8o effectively, :

Believing that the working class cannot be organized without revolutionary inter-
vention in the unions, Combat Ouvrier is involved in all the unions, and every member
must be involved in union activity, ,

Activists must be knowu to the workers if they want to play a role. Both revolu-
tionaries and their program become better known if they engage in daily activity within
the working class, C,O, comrades aim to be better and more effective fighters than
the nationalists in order to prevent the initiative in the anti-colonial struggle falling

to the nationalists.

Within the last 2 years they have been engaged in many struggles, starting with
the purely economic, Due to the colonial situation -- France cannot tolerate the least
sign of independent working class activity -- the economic struggles were rapidly
transformed into a political movement. During strikes by farm workers in Guadeloupe,
by factory workers in Martinique, the riot police were sent in to reinforce the ordinary
cops in-occupying the factories and sugar cane plantations and arresting the pickets.
The strikes thus became an object lesson in the use of "armed bands" by the capitalist

state,

The factory and housing project bulletins explain events to the workers, help
those already raising political questions to find their way into Combat Ouvrier, and
bring together the more advanced workers. Denunciations in the bulletins receive
considerable sympathy from the workers, leading to closer relations., Workers come
with information for the bullctins, and for help in getting out their own leaflets,

The newspaper, too, has won the confidence of the workers. In spite of attempts
by the colonial authorities to prevent its distribution, it has a circulation of 2000
(four fifths of which are read by workers) in a population of 325,000, In the places
where it is sold, factories and government housing projects, C,O, also holds meetings
which attract betwen 150 and 200 people, Directed against both colonialism and
capitalist exploitation, C, O, speeches meet a sympathetic response.

Because the Stalinists arc not as strong in the West Indies as in France, and
because spontaneity and violence prevent the bureaucrats intervening as they would like,
it is in one sense easier for revolutionaries to intervene in the unions, But the work is
harder since there are fewer union members, Setting up a union often leads to the
worker-organizers being fired, Due to the colonial situation, organizers most often
must stay underground until the union becomes stronger. The workers! lack of self-
confidence must be overcome by combining the economic struggle with the fight for
democratic rights, that is all economic struggles must become political,

As in most cases, the last two strikes, in construction and by the agricultural
workers, were completely out of the control of the bureaucrats, The unions were very

new or had just broken from the CGI, The leadership sprang up spontaneously, Nei-
ther C, O, nor the nationalists could claim to have led the strikes. ;
C.O. feels unable yet to draw a balance sheet of its union activity, Politically,

while their progress has not been spectacular, they have as much popular support as
do the nationalists, '
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Since Combat Ouvrier made the decision to participate in the French parliamentar-
elections, the nationalists have follo\ved suit, desp1te the latter's hab:ttual policy of -
boycott and abstention, : 1

The present calm in the French Vest Indles is superﬁcxal. it could explode at any
moment. Combat Ouvrier is preparing itself to be ready to cope with such a situation,

Founding Statement of Combat Ouvrier, May 24, 1971
{translated by Eric Langdon) .
"Combat Ouvrier is put out today for the first time, It is not the journal of a party
The editorial policy of our paper will-be to defend the point of view of the working class
on all questions -- national and international, We want our analyses to serve as an
instrument of the proletariat in its final liberation from the yoke of capitalism,

"In the world at this time ~-- in the French West Indies as well as everywhere --
the worlking class is more and more preparing itself to confront the bourgeoisie; in
this period of capitalist crisis, appearing in every manifestation of the life of the
planet (plant closures, huge taxes, colonial wars, the revolt of the youth, financial
crises, etc,); it is urgent that the working class forge a new political outlook toward
the world situation and the situation in each country,

"It is to this task that we wish to consecrate our efforts, on that whlch concerns

Guadeloupe and Mart1mque.
"In the face of the social and poht1cal crisis that ex:.sts in the French West Indles,

by taking positions, by our analysis, we wish to aid the proletanat to regain the road
of revolutionary working class tradition, :

"We wish to aid the class in grasping the proper consciousness in the course of
the struggle for national emancipation, i -

"In this struggle, we know that the workers will confront the old parties that ._
continue to claim to represent socialism and communism, We will be forced to show
that the Stalinist parties (Communist Party of Guadeloupe & Communist Party of
Martinique), or the social democrats of the moribund SFIO, have nothing in common .
with revolutionary socialist ideas, It is true that in the case of the SFIO, it is much
easier to dispel workers! illusions on this subject. But the CPG and the CPM continue
to have the confidence of numbers of workers, -It'is in the course of their: actzons and
inactions that we shall expose the bankruptcy of their politics, - :

"We equally oppose the use. of proletanan {orces as a mere a.ppenda.ge of a .
nationalist struggle. i

"If the struggle to throw off the yoke of French imperialism and to liberate
Guadeloupe and Martinique from colonial domination is primary, it is no less primary
that this mean the conscious leadership of the proletariat in its real interests and its
real historic tasks, tasks that are not limited to national liberation, but to the emanci-

‘pation of ‘the masses of workers and poor peasants from every form of explo1tat10n and

oppressmn.
"In the face of colonial repression, in full solidarity with all groups fighting for .

independence or autonomy, we oppose the politics of all who seek to dissolve the con-
scious proletariat in "blocs'' or ''fronts' substituting the national struggle for the class
struggle, and who identify in any form the interests of the French West Indian exploitec
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with the interests of the French West Indian-exploiters. We seek, on the COntrary, to
develop sentiments of class independence among the masses of workers. ;

"And the sole guarantee that national liberation will benefit the forces of the
poorest of the population and that the masses of workers and poor peasants are not
pawns in the hands of bourgeois national forces, resides in the seizure of power by the
proletariat, This task, the proletariat cannot.accomplish unless it constructs a real
revolutionary party and conserves its political independence vis-a-vis all other social
forces, despite wha.tever a.llia.nces it wishes to enter.

"This journal cannot live unless the workers, the youth, the 1ntellectuals extend
their warm sympathy,

"If they make themselves known to us, if they circulate this paper, if they organ-
ize gatherings for reading and discussion, if they send financial support to the editor,
Combat Ouvrier wzll live long enough for socialist idéas to find roots in the working
class, "

Excerpt from Combat Ouvrier, #18, October 18, 1972

"The CGT and FO are calling the workers of Martinique out on a (one day) general
strike, October 17,1972.,,

"In spite of the reticence of the unions to lead this strike they're calling to victory,
in spite of the timid, confused character of the demands advanced, it is important that
all the workers support the strike,

"It is possible and within their power to make this strike something other than
symbolic, They can make it into real days of struggle...

"If it is indispensable to participate in this strike, even on the basis on which it is
called, it is still more necessary to show to what point the unions' demands, demands
advanced on the occasion'of a general strike, do not correspond with the social and
political situation here.,,

"Such a movement must not limit itself to reaping some promises, nor content
itself with a few crumbs thrown out by the capitalists, The root of the evil from

which the workers suffer is the economic and political power of the privileged class,
Nothing, neither the question of the land, nor that of wages, nor that of unemployment

will be decided if the workers don’t rid thems elves of those who protect the capitalists,
their riot police and other cops, The working class must put itself at the head of the
struggle for the independence of the French West Indies, prepare itself for the con-
quest of power for the benefit of the unhappy people, impoverished and humiliated by
the capitalists of the colonizing country and of their West Indian confederates.

#In these conditions, an action by all the workers, seriously attackmg the evils
affecting them, can only be based on a program of demands which include the following:
* the control by the workers over hiring and firing; * a sliding scale of work1ng hours
(division of the work between all hands); * a sliding scale of wages to prevent inflation
from taking away any advantage we may win; * a general wage increase (1500 franc
minimum); * immediate ‘expropriation of all large landed proprietors -- division of
the land among the poor peasants and agricultural workers,..

"Neither the Communist Party of Martinique, nor the Martinique People's Pa.rl:y,
nor the leadership of the unions are ready to use such language, because they are too
afraid of being heard,"

™
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NATIONAL CAUCUS OF LABOR COMMITTEES (U,S.)

{{The Labor Committee's pompous pretense of being the "'Inte¥national Caucus
of Labor Committees'', their presumption at telling all the other groups present that
they are "incompetent, revealed the Labor Committee to all as the windbags they are,
and provoked general hilarity, As the spokesman for the Leninist Fraction of Denmark
put it, "The Labor Committee is absolutely irrelevant, !

((1 am nonetheless including their '"contributions", because in my opinion all
serious revolutionaries should know what they're saying and be prepared to combat it, ))

-
kY

I'he Labor Committee (NGLC) opened with a critique of all the groups presant as
well as of the International Committee and United Secretariat (both claiming to be the
Fourth International). They went on to say that everyone should unite and create a new
Communist International, Crisis... Vicious attacks on the working .class are scheduled
after the German and U. S, elections, In addition, the Soviet Union will help in staving
off an immediate capitalist depression, Therefore, the only possible question for this
group is how those to the left of the CP can intervene to stop this process. In that
connection they advised everyone to read the article on the 'United Socialist States of.
Europe'' in the fall '72 issue of their magazine, The Campaigner,

Everything else is secondary to this perspective -~ union work as a thing in 1tse’l‘£
party building as a thing in itself, the Common Market and China as separate questions,

In the U,&. the struggle for hegemony is being fought out between the NCLC and the
CP. The fight against the CP is being waged by the NCLC's organization of Strike -
Support Coalitions as the programmatic alternative to CP violence, and to turn around
the rout of the labor movement, Strike Support Coalitions are based on Marx's Critique
of Political Economy, the method of political economy.

. The NCLC is optimistic about the U,S., buat a socialist transformation must be
1ccompanied by one in Europe. The NCLC has thercfore intervened through issuing
‘heoretical journals in France, Italy, Greece, and Germany, through establishing small
rroups in Germany and Italy, soon to be followed by others elsewhere,

"The situation of the European socialist movement is extremely grave.!" There are
arge numbers of dedicated socialist cadre in Europe, but they are proving incompetent
n the time objectively remaining. They have no understanding of how to put the Euro-
»ean economy on a socialist footing. £o thig is no time to boast of organizational
ichievements. The problems are primarily]intellectual, e, g. in Italy the la.rgeat Cp
n the west is the one most threatened by a fpscist takeover.

The revolutionary groups in Europe are|nationalist, as is shown by L. O, 's presen-
dtion on the Common Market. Socialist idehs of the unification of Europe are less
‘eveloped than those of the capitalists, The|integration of Buropean industry is an
.ccomplished phenomenon -- as can be seen by looking at every branch of basic industry
s well as at the migrant workers. So therq is no longer any basis for national
«rganizations in Europe.

Ignored are (a) that a quarter century of primitive accumulation by U S, imperial-
sm has exhausted the reproductive powers of the European working class; (b) the
tagnation in basic industry; (c) that these have had an effect on the levels of education,

" ealth, employment, etc.; (d) the need for ah increase in social reproduction,
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None of the other organizations at this con{erence ‘recognize this because of their
ties with worker militants. It is summed up by the problem of surplus value, all the
other groups here holding the Lassallean theory that each worker should receive the -
complete value of his product.

((Ed:.tor's translation: The "competent" mtellectuals of the Labor Committee
will,replace the capzta.hsts in making production decisions! ))

Only the basic progressive alliance between the employed and the unemployed to
use surplus value to create new employment is adequate, Europeans should use the
NCLC's Emergency Reconstruction Program ({for those who have forgotten, a program
to orgamze bank clerks to tear up all the stock certificates in society)) as the basis-for
~daily intervention in the workers' movement. '

To organize the working class is not just to intervene in the unions, but, on the
contrary, since such practice is contrary to the categories of Marxist thought, only
the class-for-itself is able to take control of the reproductive forces of humanity. As
Rosa Luxemburg ({? ? 21 !!)) pointed out, orgamzatmns of employed workers must be
ruthlessly subordinated to the needs of the unemp10yed ‘unorganized, and foreign
workers.

An increasing tendency to Bona.parl::sm is evident in. the attacke on the rights ofthe
labor movement and the right to strike; These can be opposed only by the organization
of the working class and its allles, since no strike, howevey militant, can survxve
without constantly bringing ih outeide forces for support.

Marx, far from stressing the parochial struggles of the employed workers, situated
the possibility of class consciousness in uniting the employed with the unemployed, and
thus forcing the working class to confront its actual tasks of sodial feconstruction
through the subjective 1ngred1ent of program. Those who beheve that.the . unemployed

shouldn't ke in union caucuses are, not socxahsts, but Proudhomsts. 0 e
e S SN

'Ihere is no possibility of building a national alternat:we to any CP whether in
Italy, France, Britain or West Germany. ’l'o defeat the CPs is urgent; and can only be
accomplished through international. forms of orgamzat;on i~ not through loose federal

forms like that of the United Secretariat, but through a s:.ngle revolutionary organiza-
tion with the same program in the. vanous sectors of Europe. ‘

The role of the revolut:onary mtelhgentsm is of central 1mportance. V.e are oy;
the verge of a world depression, the break-up of the Democratic Party in the U, S..-and
of the European regimes, of fascism as evidenced by the Zero Population Growth move-
ment, There now exists no socialist organization with a2 serious program for socialist
power in the coming years on the Europe-wide level, at a time when the CP's Popular
Front policies are aimed at establishing social ‘control over the working class,

‘ The only answer is a programmatic alliance-as proposed by Rosa Luxemburg and
. Paul Levi, Here the revolutionary 1ntalhgents1a have an impoxrtant up.tlatmg role, As
Rosa created a mass KPD, we must orgamze to intervene into the CPs to pull out
cadre for the socialist révolution.

It is not necessary to build unions for zevolutmnanes to get an idea of what the
real working class is. Unions represent part of the working class-in-itself, that is,
‘alienated ({the NCLC's definition, or rather re-definition of the word'ttalienated' is
“"divided into small groups, i.e, craft unions that side with the boss against other
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workers!, speech by L. Marcus, Sept, 30, 1972,)), alienated under capité.list rule, and
as such unions prevent the development of the class-for-itself, It is necessary to build
the broadest possible organs of class struggle. That is the role of revolutionaries,

Economic stagnation has led to high unemployment which produces a permanent
group of black unemployed and welfare victims, The precondition for a workers govern.
ment is to fuse all these groups; otherwise fascism will result, Anyone who opposes
this strategy is a vicious racist, :

The European economy is completely integrated, but problems are different where
the level of working class organization lags, The only way to take power todayis to
base ourselves on a unified movement in the whole continent, forging the broadest
possible programmatic alliances with the immigrant workers, There is no hope of _
expanding production in France, Italy, or Britain without the German productive t'orces.

It is mistaken "internationalism' to organize the workers of the multinational !
corporanons toward a United Socialist States of Europe. The consensus here is for a
United Socialist States of Europe based on a conunent-w:de lockout of the unemplt.oyed
peasants and immigrant workers.

A revolutionary policy in Europe today means subordination of "national" mteresl:s
of the working class to the interests of the European workmg class as a whole., i

Far from working in anions which refuse to challenge national cha.uvzmsm, but iefic
rather challenge ""outsiders", revolutionaries can't find out anything about the working
class from work in the unions. The class can be understood only by understanding
Marxist theory at its highest possible intellectual level through study of Kant, Hegel,
Feuerbach,. Marx ‘and Luxemburg. .Anything else is an adaptation to the backwardness

T

_ of the working class,

Capitalist rule is based on the method of divide and conquer. A method which pre-
supposes an economic margin for capitalist concessmns is useless when that margin
disappears in times of depression like today, when union struggles can't win, The
bourgeoisie must crush the workers movement, so there is no future for the unions as
they presently exist; they will either be destroyed or included within broader class-for-
itself organizations. This creates a situation for intervention by revolutionary intellec-
tuals onthe basis of the program for socialist reconstruction of Europe, ((While state
power is held by the capitalists, is it possible for "revolutionary' intellectuals to en-
gage in socialist reconstruction?))

The task is to create revolutionary nuclei from all sections of the class to serve
as the embryo of future soviets, These will be based on socialist expanded reproduction
which will use the surplus created by the employed workers to create employment for ‘
the unemployed, whose employment will create the surplus necessary for socialist
reconstruction. ((I. e., the continued exploitation of the class by the revolutionary
intelligentsia who alone understand that the class must continue to be exploited. To
quote the Sept, 30 Marcus speech again, ""An agency is needed to provide the program
for expanded reproduction,.. \'e will give up power when the working class is ready. "))

The I, S. (GB) is serious about taking power, and must know that Britain's productive
apparatus is the most backward and therefore can't satisfy the just demands of the
workers in struggle, To increase the standard of living in the developed as well as the
underdeveloped countries can be done only through nuclear fusion power., There is no
perspective for socialist reconstruction in Britain without an alliance with the German
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industrial potential which includes not only German workers, but migrants from Italy
where the crisis has led to fascist ferment among bankrupt peasants and the unemploy-
ed, Italians have been fired from Volkswagen, and the MSI (Italian fascist movement)
has made great progress in Italy's south because the CP shares the same methods as
the groups here and is becoming more and more the party of the employed workers,
saying nothing about the unemployed.

Only an international perspective includes propaganda and agitation capable of
making the English workers conscious of this, The organizational consequence of such
' an international perspective would be a European revolutionary party,

The coming crisis in England will lead to attacks on the working class, This is
shown by the new rent law, the coming Value Added Tax, rising food prices due to the
Common Market, unemployment rising to 12-15% -- a 20-25% cut in living standards.
Such a period requires the formation of soviets, If they are not formed now, they will

never be formed.

Working class victories have been due to outside support, e, g, for the miners from.

other layers of the working class., This was a step toward a united front in the working
class. A revolutionary group on the scene would push against the I./S. (GB) miners
caucus reinforcing the parochial forms that the struggle had shown signs of leaving,
The July dock situation raised the question of power, but the militant docker dele-
gates told the working class to go home, The result was no increase in the organizatio:
of the working class., The L S. (GB) tailed the shop stewards. ‘
The rent and welfare and strike struggles must be united on a common program,

Critique by L, O,

We are more ambitious than the NCLC, we want to build a world party of prole-
tarian revolution, It is not enough to proclaim the necessity of organizing the employed
and unemployed; we must come to their aid in building such an organization, Work in
the unions is part of building such a party.

Marx started with reality, There is not much difference between an absurdity and
an abstraction from concrete reality, Intervention in the unions is necessary to develo
revolutionary militant workers and revolutionary intellectuals who know what they're

talking about,

Evolution toward integration of the unions into the state and toward destruction of
the unions, much as Trotsky described it before World War II, is irreversible, but it.
is necessary to work in the unions, including, as Trotsky said, in fascist unions.

In the Vichy unions in 1943, our comrades organized a struggle around the canteen,
a struggle that forced management to retreat despite intervention by the Gestapo, and
at Alsthom we led a struggle that locked up management in spite of Gestapo intervention
Success was possible even then when militants have the workers' support,

Unions represent the reformism of many workers, so we must be there to introduc:
new perspectives, to influence some members of the bureaucracy through rank and file
pressure, as at Renault in '71 the CFDT was forced to call for a general strike,

We must learn the limits to which the workers are ready to go,

On the Common Market

With the collapse of the dollar, the period of interimperialist rivalries is at an end.

ue
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The system set up at Bretton Woods in 1944 led to U S primitive accumulation through
the massive devaluations of the European currencies and through dollar loans,

Two factors that led to the Common Market are not in the L, O, document: the
completion of the rebuilding of the infrastructure, and the major depression of 1957-58
in the U.S, which put-an end to expanded useful:production in the U.S. Since then there
has been an absolute decline in the labor force and only waste production, The GNP
does not represent real economic processes,

The Common Market is a vehicle for further primitive accumulation, Alarge part
of Europe's farming population has been bankrupted, Food prices and rents paid by the
European working class are excessively high in comparison with their wages, High
food prices don't help the big farming interests, but are looted by the banks, In 1963
debt equalled 75% of peasant income, or one and a half to two times the national income
in France, . _

From 1958 to 1965 the U, S. made massive investments in the Common Market
because U, S, capital was unwilling to ma.k’e productive investments in the U,S., while
wanting freedom for movement of its goods. = At the end of '65 U, S. capitalists began
to buy up existing plant, because creating new plants would bankrupt the old o_ut;moded
ones, Stagnation of productive investment resulted, This brought an increase in all
forms of primitive accumulation, including attacks on workmg class 11v1ng standards in
the advanced countries, and a turn to speculation,

Devaluation of the dollar would bring the collapse of Europe's credit structure -~
which is why European central bankers support the dollar,

August 1971 was the first stage of a new world depression, like the one that led to
the Nazi economic need to get rid of unproductive people, Fascism needs a fascist
movement for which an ideology is needed, That ideology is now.Zero Population Grow

Increased protectionism and nationalism in no way mean inter-imperialist rivalry
which requires an economic basis., An international trade war would lead to an immedi

ate collapse,
There are two poss1ble future programs for Europe: either Fasc1sm-zero Popula-

~ tion Growth or the United Socialist States of Europe,

On Sino-American Rapprochement

We must see changes in Chinese foreign policy within the ‘current rise of Stalinist
Popular Front policies. China has no individual policy, only a variant of the CP-wor-
kers states' policy of detente, In a period of depression, this will lead to a holy
alliance, because Russia and China recognize the world depression, and fear a violent
imperialist reaction, the danger of fascism. They recognize this danger far more tha:
does the western left,

In May 1972 the PRG won militarily; without Russian and Ch1nese imposition of a
defeat, this would have resulted in a socialist government, We are thus seeing an
imperialist defeat of the international socialist movement which will demorahze some

non-serious socialist groups,

Nixon doesn't fear the anti-war movement in the U.S., which no longer exists,
The CP and SWP have done everything possible to prevent the anti-war movement from
confronting the problems of the working class, The Democratic Party no longer exists
so Nixon needs a left cover. That is why he's attempting to liquidate the Vietnam
situation,
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Economic reasons for the right turn of the CPs derive from Russia's and China's
dependence on the world division of labor, Russia can't raise the quality of its variab.
capital without western aid, $5 billion in trade with the W.est is being planned. China
can choose between autarchic growth and its current policy, but Ru351a7more depender
and sociologicaaly incapable of autarchical ultraleftism, _

Neither country bases itself on revolutions in the industrial countnes. The need i
for cooperation between socialist governments in the West and the workers states,

Popular Fronts in the West are part of the deal between the U.S. and Russia and
China, Reformism will continue after the basis for reformism has gone, and will
sabotage the construction of a revolutionary party,

The growth of fictitious capital leads to an imminent crash with drastic wage cuts
-- as has already been decided for Phase 3 in the U.S. and by the Internauonal Moneta
Fund and the Common Market,

The incompetence of the Revolutionary Left is shown by this conference which is
the left's answer to the IMF conference of two weeks ago. No plan to combat the anti-
working class offensive is being discussed,

Primitive accumulation against the working class in the capitalist countries will
soon prove insufficient for the maintenance of the capitalist system. That will lead to
fascism, and to a war of primitive accumulation against China and Eastern Europe.
This will happen despite the Chinese and Russian desire to placate the western leaders
as shown by the speed-up in the Fiat plant at Togliattigrad., That will not be enough,
so concentration camps will be set up in Eastern Europe, and workers power there
will be liquidated,

((It is hardly necessary to add anything to the use of the future tense in that last
statement, Readers will already have noted that there is utterly no connection betwee.
Marx's "primitive accumulation' and the NCLC's use of the same words.))

SPARK (U.S.)

((Consciously built on I:he L. O. model, Spark concentrates excluswely on work in
and around the shops.))

Spark, in addition to a monthly newspaper, publishes 6 bi-weekly shop newsletter:

in large shops where they have contacts with inside militants, not necessarily member
- They see this as a2 means of organizing around Sparl,

Militants provide information, articles, help edit, provide money, help distribute
the newsletters clandestinely, Newsletter content includes comment about political an.
social issues of the day, but focuses on shop events in order to show the validity of T
revolutionary ideas,

They expose the rotten actions of the companies and of the union bureaucrats -- ar
this makes the newsletter popular. They are uncompromisingly for the workers, and

they reach a large number. ' , ‘
Spark has members in auto, steel, textile; they work in the unions which are bure:

cratized and confined to economic battles. To try to democratize the unions, they try
to construct broad-based.caucuses and build shop floor struggles to counter the

demoralization,

Unions in the U,S, are contradictory. The bureaucracy often represents the

L)

-
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interests of the ruling class and of the state; it fights only for economic interests,

_ usua.lly of only one:section of the working clags.-- at the expense of Jvorking conditions,
For example,-in the autoindustry, 50 to 60 hours of wo:k somet1mes even 70, or
even 84 are compulsory, plus,speed-up, so tl;a.t hali as many workers now as 10 yeers
ago still produce the same .amount,  In addition, racial divisjon of the work force and’
racial excludion from:the better JObS las well as exclusmn from the construct1on mdus-
try) exist,

, But the unions.are still orga.mza.txon.s the. class has crea.ted to defend 1ts 1nterests,

" and are-the énly working class mass. orgp.mzatmns in the U, S, However partlal the
struggles; the'most significant are led by the unions, even if the’ bureaucracy only
seeks to control the struggle as at GMAD,. 'Ihe workers still look to the unions to

lead the fight,

The double nature of the unions must determine our werk. We work in the unions

- to part1c1pate in the da11y struggles of the class, to gain the confidence of the workers -

through benqg rea&y to defend their interests as well as to talk, in order to develop
roots in the classg,

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS (U.S.)

Smce many oi'gan'i'zatiOns present hére have asked about our methods of 1nternal
orgamzatlon, a de s&riptwn. . ((omitted -~ see:Introduction, }) .
Loy We, do not have as centralized a structure as we would like, since structure
depends on the state of politmal coherence of an orgamzalnon. :

. No part of the U.S. working class has yet ra.15ed poht1ca.1 1dea.s, so there 15 no
left movement in the bureaucracy yet, but a potential for a.left split in the future does
exist,. Though it is one of s¥veral contenders for such a position.in, the future, the CP
does not yet play the role of a left cover for the bureaucrats, The U.S, is still’ more
prosperous than other‘advanced ¢ountries; and.can afford some; superﬁ.c:al reforms, i
but the potential for the development of large social- democratic partles or CPs is not

likely, i

The traditional reformist role is played in the U.S, by bourgeois liherals, &nd
bOurgems hbe*rahsm isithe present.ideqlogy of the union bureaucracy. Due to the
generally 1ow 1ével of consciousness of the working class, we e:cpect the Ieap in |
conscxousne§s to be slow in‘coming, but more rapid when it does come. We do not
expect a long life for the reformist organizations,. ‘

The unions in the U,S. are just as integrated into the state as elsewhere, but the.
political;forms are different, The unions are the working class' only instrumentalitic
even though they are entangled w:.th t’he state. “We therefore-att'empt to.participa.te in,

.the umonmovemenl: ¢ R e S T 3

As elsewhere, the problemqa ‘the gap between the present level of class conscmt
ness and the necessary lével, “ The union movement is objectively strong, and there a
a number of unions that are capable of stopping the productive forces a.lmost 1nstanta.A
neously. 'Ilus strength acts as a conservatizing force on the, bureaucracy. For exar
ple, in June 1971 the ‘strikie by the BMw York City bridge tenders effectively shat dow:

the city, This power so'frightened the union. Jbureaucracy.that they called off the stri’
~after o};le day. 12Ihe fear: thgeir own power could interfere W1th the workmg of cap1ta.1

“ism, - The working class itself.is: not aware of its power.
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Our small forces are trying to build I; S, fractions and caucuses in the unions --
based on programs designed to link the divided sections of the working class and make
them conscious of their power, The question of democracy must be addressed by shop
floor organizations, fighting for shop stéwards at the same time as they fight against
‘the state, which entangles the union movement and presses for increased produchon
and a lowering of the working class' standard of living,
~ We need to point to the need for independent political struggles by the workmg
class. Since the class is not yet aware of this need, simply calling for a revolutionary
party does not suffice., So we put forth a demand for an independent working class
party with a revolutionary socialist program.

On Sino-American Rapprochement

We agree with the British I. S, that new alliances are not yet predictable, and with
their criticism of the L, O, view in terms of its not correctly evaluatmg the threa.t of
Russian imperialism,

But there are certain clear tendencies: a fundamental conflict still between, on the
one hand the U,S. and Russia, the strongest imperialists, and, on the other, the funda-
mental internal weakness of China,

China's approach to the rapprochement is highly contradictory; China has a deep
need for western technology, and must balance between the imperialist rivals due to
her fear concerning her weak economy,

Russija is developing Siberia with the aid of the U.S, and Japan, imperialist rivals
in Southeast Asia, And there is the danger of Chinese economic dismemberment by
Russia, Japan, and the U,S, . .

The U.S. and China want stabilization in Asia. Russia and Japan don't want to
upset the balance of forces, But Russia is tending to upset them, as for example in
Bangla Desh,

We see the possxb:.hty of only a short term alliance between the U. & and Chma in

Southeast Asia,

On the Common Market

We agree with L, O, on the Common Market, that a unified capita.liém in Europe
is impossible, and that an enlarged Common Market helps U, S, imperialism, _

But we have a slight disagreement: the multinational U,S. corporations will find
it even easier to compete with European corpora.tmns, ha.mpered as they are by nationa’
restrictions,

There is a problem in that the L, O, document doesn’t answer the question posed,
The document includes no economics, only political economy, There is no examination
of the economic relations between Europe and the U.S. to tell us what the relationship
of forces is. This includes the question of the relationship of forces involved in the
recent Sino-U, S, rapprochement Will any of these relatxonsh;ps be of short, or of
long, duration?

If it is true, as we believe, that the conflict between the U.S. and the Soviet Union
is the fundamental axis of the world struggle, then beneath that is the struggle between
two class systems. Are the inter-imperialist rivalries between European countries

and those between the European countries and the U.S, major or minor contradictions?
Can imperialist rivalries again be subsumed, as during V.orld War II, under a greater

world struggle, or not?
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European countries are in part mdbilizing against a rival bloc, U.S, troops still
remain in Europe, and there are potential conflict situations, With the loosening of
the cold war, there is freer play for Western nvalnes. These could even'develop

into a new polarization on the old basis,

Criticism of the Conference

Any real discussion and agreement must be based on our basic disagreements on
the nature of the Stalinist societies. What brings us here is that each of usis a
candidate to replace the CP, to construct a revolutionary alternative., To build inter
nationally is to discuss basic outlooks, theory, program strategy.

In the period of prosperity now endmg, when the workmg class did not intervene |
== and it is now reasserting itself -- but even during the greatest world prosperity tH
fundamental problems of capxtahsm remained, in Western Europe as well as elsewhe
Unsolved problems raise immediate problems for socialists on their way to the Unite
Socialist States of Europe, problems such as those of backward regions, the relation
of the national working class to immigrant workers, etc,

It is important that we discuss the programmatic answers, how to link democrat;
demands with transitional and class demands, and so on, '

Political program and not organizational techniques is what links our groups,

We must build national groups and collaborate toward the formation of an
International. There must be a basis of selection for these conferences in order to
have serious discussions among groups who have a chance for unification. V.e need
discussions either on theory or on concrete action proposals -- as opposed to the
broad middle level discussions held this year., Discussion of concrete progects of
international cooperation could lead to closer and more profound ties,

We also question the basis for inclusion of some of the groups present, particu-
larly in view of the exclusion of a revolutionary trade unioa militant with over 30
years experience in the movement because he is presently unaffiliated,

CRITIQUES OF LUTTE OUVRIERE POSITIONS

1.S. (GB): We don't understand the details of L. O, 's internal structure,’
And regarding revolutionary candidates in the coming elections being
able to reach tens of thousands of workers who will welcome an alternative left of the
CP -- this seems to be in contradiction with the fact that L, O, is so organized that :
they recruit only individuals. What about the others whose vote you win?

I S, (U S.): V.e don't understand L O, 's political strategy outs:.de the factones.
Are there any transitional vehicles?"

ICP (Italy): L.O, does not have the proper conceptions of building the party.
L.O. is based only on cells in the big factories and doesn't fight in the intellectual
milieux, which makes them theoretically empiricist, That they have roots in only
one small part of the work:lng class makes them a semi-spontaneist workerist

or gamzatr n,

NCLC (U,S.):: We recommend to L.O.: be _hénesbt, be‘ the best militants, fight
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for democracy, and perhaps radicalize the demands of the unions; be members of a
revolutionary party, But make no connection between work inside and outside the
unions, Compare this with Trotsky on the United Front in the !'308, a United Front of
the employed in the SPD and the unemployed in the KPD on a program of socialist
reconstruction, ((??7??2!11!1))

ACCION COMUNISTA: Why in France don't you openly publish your paper as the
central organ of L, O, ? What kinds of conferences does L. O, itself hold?

Further CRITIQUES OF THE CONFERENCE

POUM: When all the groups present have developed significant influence,
determining influence in their own countries, we will be able to create a revolutionary
international, Until then, meetings like this are useful, though they would be more

useful if the discussion were coherent,

ACCION COMUNISTA: V'e must organize on an international level, but new ways
other than this conference must be found, We agree with I.S. (GB) on the dangers of
sectarianism and opportunism, and about the groups here, Advance documents would
allow us to have broader theoretical discussions, Another sort of meeting where, on

the basis of common agreement, concrete discussions of international cooperation
would be possible, ,

International cooperation is necessary, in part1cu1ar in regard to the Spanish
worker emigrants, who make up 2 out of 12 million Spanish workers, Because of
them we do systematic work in Germany together with comrades who are present at
this conference, and in Belgium with comrades who are not here, We would Iike to
generalize this to all countries,

We work with other immigrant workers, but we want to do more systematic work,

Work in unions is outside Spanish experience, Working in bourgeois democratic
countries is educational for us,

We will engage in international cooperation by participating in struggles in- all
the countries where we find ourselves.

1.S. (GB): On the subject of international cooperation: we are in agreement with
Accion Comunista that building a party and an international are inseparable, So
international discussions in international conferences are important in the struggle
against dogmatism, as for example discussions we have had with L, O. have been very
valuable not because we agree with their criticisms, but they can objectively see
problems due to particular national problems. So we welcome every chance for
international discussion, ' l o

The first two conferences were organized jointly by L, O, and the two I. S,

We regret not being able to continue as sponsor dué to the fact that the conference was
not limited and there was no clear framework for the discussion, Some here think it
is not yet necessary to construct open revolutionary parties, and are therefore involve
in deep entry into the Labor Party, And there are those here who characterize others
as nationalist and racist, If such a charge were serious, I would demand the immediat
exclusion of such groups. Ve are happy to discuss with them, but the questions we
discuss with them are different from those we discuss with other groups with whom we
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: have fundamental agreement but differences in strategy and tact:.cs. We cannot conduct
both discussions at the samje-time, - '

We wantto conunue the d19cusaron on the- possibaht:es of conetructzng an
international,’

L.O. .RESPONDS

On*L_. 0. positidn,s:
((See Internatlonal Buﬂetm, #3 Part I pages 44 45, regardmg the electmns,))

In the umons, revolutmnanes must work for a real mternal hfe, that is -
democracy, First of all this means £1ght1ng for meetings to be held so that workers
can decide their own dema.nds, the kinds of struggles they want to .engage, can choose
their own leaders, kicking out the bureaucracy in order, little by l1tt1e to return to .
the unions?' democratic beginnings, The link between the umons and Stahmsm can be
broken only by a revolufionary party,. ©+ . -~ . ' .-

Defense of union democracyis an :u:nportant part of working ¢lass democracy in
general, and as such is important for.révolutionaries ii their struggle to prepare the
working class to take and exercise.power, To take power, the working class must be
mature, must discuss its own solutions and apply them, ’Ie the sl'ogan "Neithei' God
nor Caesar" we must add "nor the Bureaucracy', ' ‘ :

There can be no revolutionary activity inside the unions if there is no revolutlona.ry
organization outside, Otherwise there will exist only militant trade unionists,

Es O. ‘doés have cdhvenﬁons’r;‘" but 'tHe;;"afe hot pul;Iit:; ‘

Cn.the Common Market on the questzons of bourgeo:.s nvalry, and the role of

the natmna.l ‘states in the nvalry. U.S. hegemony hasn't been suppressed The

rivalry is based on cornpetzt:.on wh1ch w111 dlsappear only w1th the dlsappearance of
capitalism,

Even with legitimate workers! 0pposzt1on to the Common Market, to oppose it

will inevitably lead to our finding ourselves fighting against it with the nationalists

and with the right., We are for the, umty of. Europe which the Common Market is naot, .
. We are against the bourgeo:.s ‘Commuon Market and against frontiers, We can fight only
in the name of the United Soc1ahst States of Europe. The working class must organize
strugg}es_,over all of Eu:ope over its own demands and with its own forces.

" On Sino-American, 'Ra.ppr,o,chemerit:‘ Our positions -- that the Soviet-Union is a
degenerated workers state, that China is not -- allowed us to foresee what has happen-
ed., There is no need to invent,a new category of state capitalism. There are two
basic classes in the world: the bourgeoisie and-the proletariat.’ Relations between them
determine the nature of the state. It is the Chinese bourgeoisie whichis trying to
develop the economy by ‘state capitalist means, much as did Peter the Great.

The Russian proletariat, as part of the world proletariat, took power and set up
the Communist International to 'spread the revolution, Because the revolution didn'f
spread, the revolution degenerated and the wonk;ng class wasg exprépnated from pnwer.
That is not true of China, B . v :
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The Chinese example of a country freeing itself from imperialism gave it mﬂuence
on liberation movements in spite of its will to the contraxy, -

For us, the problem of the independent-organization of the proletarzat on the
national and international scales is fundamental, determines the class line,

China first had to fight against Japanese imperialism, As soon as the Sino-Japanes
war was over, they had to fight against U, S, imperialism for national liberation. The
choice made by U, S, imperialism in the long run left China isolated, and resulted in
China and the USSR being on the same side -~ not because of Stalinist ideology or close
economic ties, nor because of their imperialist relationships with the underdeveloped
countries, but as a necessary alliance against the U,S., a circumstancial alliance,
depending on the attitude of U, S, imperialism, because from a class standpoint the
Chinese state is on the same side as the U.S, and there is deep opposition between
Russia and China. This was shown by Chma.'s ta.kmg power against the w111 of Stahn,
which allowed the U.S. to drive a wedge between Russia and China. :

We don't expect an immediate U S. - Chma bloc, nor an immediate cold or hot
war against the Soviet Union,

The U.S. is considering abandoning its containment policy, but the 3 powers!
guarantee of the status quo is necessarily unstable, since there will always be liberatic
movements, and because capitalism is unstable, as shown by the monetary crisis whic.
is possibly the first sign of the beginning of a general crisis which would lead to war,
In such a war, whatever diplomatic games occur beforehand, the U,S, and other
imperialisms would necessarily oppose the Soviet Union, :

Concluding the CONFERENCE:

The first conference drew 7 organizations from 5 countries, the second 13
organizations from 7 countries, and the third 15 organizations from 10 countries, So
it has been a certain success, and we have had a free discusgion among ourselves., We
set no limit because of the basic necessities for the reconstruction of a real organiza-
tion, and setting limits would force us to end up ressembhng the United Secretariat or
the International Committee, which we reject, V.e are not opposed to a centralized
international, we need a centralized world 'Irotsky13t party of revolution, but it can't
be built by rules or agreemg to exclude, '

The first condition is free discussion between all revolutionary groups who want it.

getting to know each other, to understand bit by bit what is going on in other countries
and groups, and by this process better collaboration,and intervention by some groups i:

others on the basis of reciprocal confidence and generally accepted authority, Until a
revolutionary leadership is created internationally, we need a means of intervention

since confidence is lacking; otherwise we get involved in bureaucratic nonsense,
We are aware of the limits of the conferénce, which is only part of our 1nternat1onc

work,
The conference concretizes bilateral relationships, 'l'he discussion was confused

due to various viewpoints, traditions, and methods, but the conference was a first step
between conferences the groups can strengthen links with whomever they want. '
Regarding the basis of choice: there was no choice, all groups present claim to be
revolutionary Marxists and working for a revolutionary Marxist party, No choice was
made on an organizational level, but individuals with whatever experience were not
invited because that would not be useful, The limits set were not narrow, but the
conference was limited to comrades under the discipline of a group, :
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TRANSLATION by PETER CAM

An important book on'the Spanish revolution, Jalones de Derrota: Promesa de
Victoria, by G. Munis, was published in Mexico in 1948 and is presently very scarce, |

A limited photo- -copied edition has been made recently.in Pa.ns a.nd Mums has written
an introduction to this new edition,” . : - i
- The complete text of this introduction has been pubhshed by the ‘bulletin Alarma., B
‘organ of the Fomento Obrero Revolutionario (FOR), of which Munis is the leader. Amon
other political attitudes, this organization contends that the unions, by virtue of their
very function, are integrated into the capitalist system, however good might be the
intentions of some union leaders. The FOR is also hostile to the support of the move- .
ments of national liberation which they consider irrelevant or reaetionéry in the presgent

period, ‘ o
Besides his book on the ‘Rpamsh revolut:.on, Mums' thoughts have been expreSSed in
various pamphlets published in Mexico and France. The early articles deal with his
divergencies with the Fourth International on the Russian question, as well as with the !
attitude of the SWP during the war, His most recent work is For a Second COmmunlst

Mamfesto, written with the collabora.tmn of the poet Benjamin Perret :

The following translation is not hteral -=5 or 6 sentences ‘have been déleted, and .

other :
s simplified, - 2 B **********

The Spanish revolution assumes more and mere importance as the year 1917 fades
more and more into the past, The Spanish revalution was more profound than the
Russian revolution, and more intense in human part;c:.patmn, it clarified political
positions .until then obscure, and paved the way for important tactical and strategic
initiatives for the future, Today, any political theory which neglects the Spanish’ exper;
ence will reveal serious gaps, particularly where the Spanish revolut:.on contrasts
positively or negatively, with the Russian experience,-

The revolution destroyed the economic, political, and Judxmal structures of the
ca.p1ta11st society in Spain, and created or inserted its own structures. W 1thout any shr
of doubt, the revolution assumed a socialist, proletarian character, The Russian revo
lution did not destroy the capitalist economic structure, except that after a vac111at1ng
period, state capitalism superceded pnvate capitalism, It was a bpurgeois-democratit
or permanent revolution, made by the proletarlat and dead before reach:mg the 8 oc:.a.lf

stage. _— ]
"At the very time thé Spanish revelutmn rea.ched 1ts a.pogee in 1936 the Russian .

counter-revolution consolidated its power for many years through the extermmatmn of:
millions of people, Consequently, Spanieh Stalinism, from the 19th of July, carried th
banner of the counter-revolution against a proletariat which was liquidating cap;.l:ahsm*
A condztloned respbnse of the different -segmente of the Fourth International.ascribes t:
Stalinism in Spain an opportumnist or reformist role, of the type of Kerensky or Noske.

But Stalinism in Spain was not an apologist or an auxiliary of the bourgeocisie -- it led .

the counter-revolution and implemented it with its own politics and its own thu.gs. It
showed itself as the party of extreme reaction, the indispensible tool for the destructic

This is the definitive character of so-called communism, illustratet

of the revolution.
V'S here\

for the first time in Spain, and very soon after elsewhere in Europe and Asia, .
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it reaches power, the proletariat is crushed, and the possibiliéy of a revolution disap-
Rears for a long time,

Regardzng tactzcs, the Spanish revolution invalidated or-overcame those of the
Russxa.n revolution., The slogan of a government without the boarge01s1e and constituted
by the representatives of the workers! organizations, so useful in Russia against
Kerensky, was void of meaning in Spain, or had a negative content, The day after the
defeat of the militarists and fascists, the real power was in the hands of the proletanat
through the committees which were non-existent a.few days before.,., From this day on,
the most mortal menace for the proletariat emanated from the Stalinist party, not from
any bourgeois party. The bourgeoisie and social democrats were astonished by the
treacherous proficiency displayed by this so-called workers party in fighting the revo-
lution, but they acquiesced,

The slogan "workers' control of production', still advocated by numerous leftists,
was completely transcended by the economy, although, as we can see in the book,
general coordination was hindered -- and at the top prevented -- by the state apparatus
which had been reconstituted with the participation of the two labor confederacies, the
UGT and CNT (the final pact of which officialized state capitalism)....It was demonstra.
ted in Spain -- and not only there -- that the proletariat cannot control the capitalist
economy without getting itself enmes hed, like a bird in a net. If workers® possession
of the means of production is the cornerstone of socialism, workers' control is the
ultimate recourse of capitalism at bayﬁ or its first step in reconquering power under -
conditions like those of Spain in 1936,

The division of the large landed properties among the peasants is a bourgeois |
measure, as irrelevant or negative as would be the transformation of the great indus-

, trial concerns into a multitude of small shops, The organization of kolkozes, or their

' present Chinese equivalent, agrarian communes, means only the proletarianization of

agriculture, concordant with state capitalism and its political totalitarianism. -Both
measures were disdained in Spain in favor of the collectives, the development of which
implied the suppression of the wage system and of mercantile production, ... Ve cannot
consider nationalization as a socialist measure, in any way whatsoever, whatever
might be the power which realizes it.. ‘e

Whenever the proletariat sezzes the economy, nationalization would be the most
insidious way to lose its conquest V.e saw it in Spain, On this account, the tendencies
which ignore the above-mentioned experiences condemn themselves to defend odious
systems of exploitation and oppression: Russia, China, Worse, they condemn them-
selves to their own transformation into explaiters, if by acc1dent power should fall into
their hands, o :

' G, Munis, March, 1972
* There is some ambiguity regarding the use of the word "control", In Spanish, "con-
trol' is opposed to ''gestion'' (ownership), ''Gestion' is the seizure of property and
its administration by workers. 'Control' is anly the right to share management with
the capitalist owners, ' '

S I e Y L

((Thié is a discussion article,))
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