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NAC 11/21/72 | Abonts BT

1 MALs, APrLICATIOI\ FROK BLOOKINGTON AGC.EPI‘LD ALL FOR.
;7 1 ) ‘ " Cincii ati " nooon

, ' " (1] Ba.l't 11"’01‘0 . 1 « n - n

2. UAW PERSEEGTIVE Prooont atlon by Jark W, on hlu locurncnt an’ 1 seussion
¥o be held at NG, "RT will preparc criticel as-cuspent of th\. docur: a,nt to
hcl foun an’. clarify NC iscuscion.

NDTION(SL): (i)To hold one liscussion - i.c. one sersion of the HC ~-on tho
docuront (Li)At the entt of the seosion, all pr opocals on iuposition of
the ‘docuncnt will be in ortor. PASSED 4-2 (JG, MS aminst)!

MTIIQN(JG JiJi (1)To hold onc NC diseuscion on th content of tho dOLUFLnt-
{11)a socond additional discussion (abbreviated) mx to cocidc”what a’dition-
&l natcrial i" necded for a “ocurcnt on auto perspective. FAILED 2-@ (JG, S

for)c

3.’ UAW REFSRENDU: VOTE. TABIED; ror. conplet. discussion to be held.
,Thélrrnéid*hr of thc rnedtin ; was occupiﬂﬂ with prcparation of disecunsiens for
the NC noét in~, inclulin- intcrnational roport an’ rcooclutiorn, NATSEC roport,

,,Worcn Liborat icn dis cussion Prcss and Publications, Trotskyist rbbruitnont
ct_,cs o rotion o, ctes. were brou-ht up.

= - - - - - - e —— - — — —_ — — — — —

NAC 1‘/30/72 _ Absont: JT ‘ :

1 2 “HAL APrLICATTON FROn BLO. LINGTON ACCEPTED ALL FOR. (Bloordn jton now 'hag
four I S. rorbcrs) % S At FHBS

- NATSEC REFORT (rostly infornation =ained fron convcrcat101~ at the NG)
Ann' Arhor I.S. now has six nvnbcrg, and is invelve’ prirarily in oducational
activity. p g
1000. copice of WORKERS POWER worc dis stributc” at thce GEAD plant at Doravillc,
Ga. and woerc woll rceuived, Another sinilar diptribution is planncd,

A ncotin s will bo takin- placc aron NY corralcg interested in rovin; to NJ,
“The first issuc of thc Seuthprn Newsletter. is out anl can b obt 41nog fron
oxville I.S.

Indircct reports fron thc Thanks fivin YSA conv;ntion 1ndiCutb that the YbA
now has no plans for the "rass anti-war novercnt” - i.c. no now nobélizations,
£t c. Ito perspoetives arc to continue itc carpus activity, only: oq& lower
-level, An articlc in the NYT on the YSA indicatc! that of the conVuntion
rcrigtrants, a total of 15 werc active:in the black noverent an nond-in the
Chicano rovcrontc Jenness ran well in the Clovelant arca, roceivins 16,000
votOﬂj(as onpone’ to about 1,000 in thc state of Michi=an).

tt

*3p EVALUATION OF NC AND RESUIEITG TASKS OF NACr

a dlqcussion e holf1 on tno problcrﬁ asqociatc with thu 1nturnataonal
Pergpectives docunent nandator by the internationali report *o the NC Pro-
“pogalg, Wwill be brou-ht in to next ncctin< on the naturc of the ”ocurcnt to
o sritien as well as other supplerentary docurcnts (on buucaucratlc col-
“dogtivian, ote). Proposals will alse be rade on the creation ‘of thd Noncn
Co rinsion and allocation of NAC taskn. :

4, PROFESSORS'" DOCUMENT » Discun-ion of Scattly docuncnt TABIED bcoause of
-JT'd &bnence,
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5. BOSTON, Afi or discursion, t he NAC hag agke? the eonrades of the forner
Connittce for a Workers Goveornnment (CWG) to consider novin~ fron Boston tor .
Detr olt, and to discuns pouuiblc datc

6. IRISH REPUBLICAN CLUBS. Diﬁcun"¢on of ¢cquo~t by SB and Ji (NY I.8.) for
approval of their perspective for joinin- Iriash Repubiicen Clubs in NYC, as
well an reeonnon®at ion that coneades in othur citics wonsilor the sgre
courcce. Discussion to be concluded ¢ftcr ary 1val of O»hcl toeuncnt. 5 re-
gquontod, '

ROTES: The IRC arc supporl ~roups i or thu Official LRA but arc ix not tho
IRA itaclf; i.c. joinin- the TRC in not an wce of politicalily joinin: the
IRA. Tho JRC has rocently Ar oppot the ban on swrbors of "other disciplined
wroupa", so that nerbors of the I.S. can join openly. rorbership is based .
only-on a~rccnent to a very broadly worded statorcent of. yrinciples. The IRC °
proviilc the mont inportant cuntir of¥x pelatical lafe in the Irish roverncnt
at this tire, siven the derise of tho énti-Internront Coalition. :

7. BURBAUCRACY. A proporal port ainin-: ¢ + bo back debis owed to the N.Q.

by the LA branch, recoived from TA. was TABIED ¢ the N.O- gtaff- This io

remawleod as the firct step towar 4 censtitutin: the staff a5 a subecornritice
'upbn ible to the NAC for thd! han”lln of a: P1n133¢d+jvo and r:inor financial

c¢ations. -

An ancndncent ca“l_n for the gst¢¥lluhrbnt of & workers' an’ pcaﬁdnt a' 1n-

spectorate over this sprca’in: or wnizetional bufeAucidey wic anonghously

offcred, but withir awn).

8.CLEVELAND REPORT. JG and Dou~ P.wviniicd Clevelanc followin: the NC to -
talk to contacts, There iz a possibility of coriudes noving teo Cleveland,
which the NAC has cstablished ag our heri andubtrial priosity. ' Anon~ bthor
dcvclopmcnts, the ~roup aroun’ the paper MODERN TIMES consinucg to oxist.

A grall bit of back*r ount on Cleveland: tha CLuy is 80-90% prole-
tarian, and 40% black. ™ It in a vast inductrial center Zor gicel; auto,
tranoport, cte; withinan hour arc akx the citics of %ﬁron, Youn ;stown, ctes! -

~ Dincunnion of inplenentin-y priority of (leveland colonization. He-
quests h ave alse boen subnitted fo thu_ NAG ?or coryalcs to nove to Pitto-
bur~h, where there cxist indunirial and wnorzl pO3JtL Al openin n for the
1.8 . Our feolints arc that Clevelsn? should be. the bi sher priority at this
tinc, Because of its contral inperitancoe: £y the whole Chio.Valley -and also
because bulldin- o miencnee there would fucilitate later colonization of:
Pitt sbur-h an' surcovaldin: aveas as well. IR o
9. INDUSTRIAL BULLETINZ. : BT to prepare zeparto on weriong aycas of rank and .
file actibity an” bulletins. Teanétor tnllowing to be discursoed next wouks

10, FUND.DRIVE REPORT. For thu nucond DOHS:OHtiVU’yOHIJ the I.8: fund drl vo -
has topped 100%- {Aftcr £inal lato: paynenis arc col’ccted the total may o0
as hi+h as $16. OOO) All Vbranches witn qu ot& o7 $100 or norc have rvached
100%, cxcept for SF «n? Boct on who will son’ in <heis fipal paynents chort=-
ly. Tho ghoricorin~z of the N.Q. an’l « couple of ﬁnwL10T branches wore male. .
up by thé overfulrillient of the rive in Detrois. o B
- T he NAG- ralutes the entirce or-gnization for this inportant cffort,
which indicates tho.incrcusced coriousness and cornitrent of the I.8. to.our
~oal} of buildin- a wrcvoluiticnary or@anizsticn. Spoeizl toenks arce oxtended
to the local fun” “rive coocrdinators and to the natlonal fund rive dirce=. |
t orn, Jin ¥. and Karcn X. f

11. NAC ASSESSMENT. IMPORTANT! The anscroment to finance -the NC necting is5-§ 5
por cepita, We ask that tho paynent of this asnescment ho in by Fob, 1{‘ _
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12, BRITISH I.3. TOUR. A lcadin: comradc of thoe ISGE will be visitin; the
U.S. and in willin: to. gpecak-to I1.S. branches on various toples, Offc,r to bo
ca~orly accepted. A'irional inforration will bo fei'thoonin* as ‘ates for the
visit arc finalizc®, an? a full schodule of speakin a cronts for I.8.
branches. will be ne jotiated,

13, BEONCMICS PAMPHIET:--A norics of cncays on thu ceononie crisis by Art Fa .

ih ¥ preparation. It will be printed by the I.S. as a contr;,bqpipn to tho
dlscussion aron: Marxists on the naturc an extent of the crisic in the econ-

ory. Thc panphlet congi t'~ rostly of ccorays reprinted fron & nusber of ycar.,
a-o, plus an introluction by David uillor. ]

1. mlsoum,ng;m‘&: WORK. Boport oh NY work. An inturvicw with & s anlgs
of pripon rcbollions will doon appcar in WP, Wo inton to dnvectimto the .
pocsibility of buililin - ‘rafjor national'dofonne ¢ase aroun! xx one or .rorc -
prisoncrn with whoi: W6 have contact. - MYTION (SL)s:On ‘the basissof inform- ;
tion availablc at this point, we gu-rust that the oY I.S. approach cortain
black ‘prisoticr(s ) An conncetlon with a pocsible public defense cano. Wo
requort corplctc -an' continuin™ rcports on this work, . AL.L- FOR. 8
15. BAI AREA TEI&H{ONE. Di sion of rc.pprt fron Bay Arca concernin;a
physical attack by union bun,a.ucrats d.t a r cberchip neot in; on noubors of
the Mlitant Action Caucus’ (a. $oUDin T cupport.’ by the: Spartacist Lcanuo)
BA conra’cs rcquest uidafio "¥ro NAC on strate y and $actics for buildin<.
unite! front "efonse a‘aingt’¥lolchee: and ~usin ;i such definse as a tool for
bulldin~ ‘the rank an’ filo BBLL. WRINGER: -roup. :
¢ Ini the Adscussionithorgwas encral asreenont on Az mclia.tu tactica.l .
steps such as. proposin~ - joint.<gfense ~sroups,, cic. Conta,ct will be main-
taincd with the BA fraction as thin-s dcvelop. BiiLL WRINGER has succioded ’
m '*ott in- itg propor;a.l for a“{yst«, of ¢leetl shopigtewardo pacoed by
norbcmhip flectin -, ‘aftcr Which tho violoncy a ainst. MAC brokc outs -



‘NAC MINUTES -.LECEMEBER 5, 1972

1. FUNL LRIVE REPORT. $15,500 cotlected at end of drive with slightly

more expected. All quotas in excess of 5100 have been collected except for
Boston, which promises payment shortly. The N,G. is the only quota whl.chv
has fallen far short of fulfillment, ' r )

2. NATIONAL SECRETARY'S REPORT,., Request from San Francisco for
guidance on whether to give critical support to a ballot referendum calling
for 30 for 407 which is being pushed by PLP; SL requesting more-information
from the branch. Report by SL onl ‘cofiversations with members of "Leninist
Tendency” recently spht frorr S1 P con‘tact bemg mamtamed by loca}. branch.

3. N. C.. MANI A'ATES. (&) Preparation of International Pez;sgectives-discus -
sion, SL prepa_ring outlil;:le_:_fgr International Perspectives document, to be
discussed with NAC. Locument to focus on the contemporary international
scene; while it will embody conclusions on nature of Stalinist social system
and other "basic'' questions, it will'not in itself focus on these, reserving
them for collateral docuntents as‘wéll as discussion material.” Motidn- {MS):
NAC in preparation for Internatmnal Perspectwes discussibn should repro-
duce for discussion previdus docu ,nts, e.g. lan Mc:Mahon' ”Internatlonal
Scenes, " Lraper's "Independent Socialist « orld Outlook", should also discuss
ISGB documents ;on Stalinist gountries.and Third \, orld ACCEPTEL

(B} . omen's Comrmission. * sL- mscussmg with severa.l corrra.des who 'f
have been mentmned as poss1b1e rpenrbers of corrrmssxon I 1scusswn post-
poned, ;

{C) Canada traveller. I itto.

{L} DBlack-Brown Toordinator. Motion (SL) - see ATTACHMENT 1,
PASSEL 7-0,

4, NATIONAL REPORT., Motions: JT - To have branches send stencils
for branch minutes to N. O, for inclusion in National Report; FAILEL 1 (JT)-
5-1{JG); JT - National Secretary instructed to find a branch willing to mimeo
all branches’ minutes for mailing to branches; FAILEL 2 (JT, JG)-5; MS -
NAC recommends that each branch have a ''national report, ! including signi-
ficant material from branch gpiniites as well as NAC minutes, at each branch
meeting; PASSEL 7-0; SL - NAC recommends that each branch send branch
minutes to other branches in multiple copies rather than single copy as at
present; PASSEL 7-0, CH to write circular letter to branches on this,

5, PROFESSOR LOCUMENT. Liscussion of document on political activity
of college professor members of IS {(see BULLETIN)}, See also ATTACH-
MENTS II A-C, Amendmentsby CH on tenure, RT on student power and
political activity (see ATTACHMENTS). Motion (JG): to TABLE amend-
m.ent on tenure together with appropriate section of original document, refer
to authors of document for comment; PASSEL 5-2 (CH, SL). RT amendment
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on student power PASSEL 5-2 {JG, JT); on political activity PASSEL 7-0.
Mpotion (LF) - I ocument to be treated as discussion docurnent rather than
as line; FAILEL 3 (CH, SL, IF) - 4. Voting on document as a whbi:e,
with exception of paragraph 8 - 3 (JG JT, MS) - 0 - 4 - PASSEL,

6. RALNK ANL FILE NEW SPAPERS NAC began regular, c‘i8cusswn of
rank and file newspapers concentrating on their political content; discussion
of Seattle Semi, Grub Line (Chlcagci), Fifth “.heel (Bay Area), TURF -'all
relating to IBT, No motions, Next discussion to be on United Justice Train
(publication of United Justice Caucus, Letroit) and United National Caucus.

7. PRISONERS' LEFENSE., Liscussion of possible defense case in NYG;
New York Branch to send rraterials to Nationa] Office. :

8. IRISH REPUBLICAN CLUBS, See ATTACHMENTS III ANI III-A, SL
motion approving entry PASSEI 5-0-2 (JG, JT). " ‘Motion (JG) - To ask SB
and JM for more detailed mformatmn on nature of Irish Republican Clubs
and what we hope to accomplish in frtsh work generany, and the political
perspective we hope to carry. out, PASSET. 6-0-1 (L F) '

Statement on abstention {I.F): I‘abétamed on this metmn because it
indicates nothmg specific about the’ Ttind ‘of information wanted. " In particu-
lar theze, .48:no indication of how the mformatton requested shouid go beyond
previgusly submitted perspectives documents. If there are serious ques-
tions being raised regarding the viability or correctness of our perspective
and political line in Irish work, they should be posed as clearly-as possible,-

9. TEACHER RE(CUEST. Liscussion of NAC statement drafted by CH in

response to request for interpretation of IS line by a teacher comrade {see
BULLETIN). After discussion, vote was TABLEL to allow JT to prepare

counter -document, : g e

10, CONVENTION LOCUMENTS., Report by CH: Convention documents
were typeset and are being laid out in NY to be electrostencilled and mimeo-
graphed in semi-attractive form suitable to be given tp contacts; long delay
in production is due to considerably heav1er work-load in NY than anticipated.

11. EAST HARLEM SCHOCL BOYZOTT, Locument prepared by CH, to be
revised and presented néxt week; discussion of tactical perspectwes SL to
remain in consultatwn thh NY comrades, 2 :

bl

oAk
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NAC MINUTES 12/5/72 - ATTACHMENTS

MOTEON (86 ):: Comrade CJ 40 .bs, added . to steaff. as. bJ.acl;-b own, work

I

co-ordinator on full.time basisg. Duties tp included, par ﬁicipat lon N

in and guidance of our wark in this_areg which ha# béeri given d'top ¥

priority politically by the NC irf line vith the &dnventich 'decfdion.

His work to include development of policy, organizational projects

and’ haﬁipaigﬂs (e.g.] propoved defende case), stimulating ¥ranth black .
Tapd brow feactiond; redrui tient, «W.P. iwrihing , -education: toyrs. : His

vork- to.he und,ertthqy ;authority of the _keadipg IS committees, .to gtart .
i :Ln ylaté winter  y. early. sprmg 'ancr to be baaed 1n Detroit—~ PASSEb T-O S

11,4

MOTTON ON TENURE (CH): T6' substitite the PolItwifig"for sectien 8 of the '~
Seattle profesaors' document

/:, RS
-

‘We-oppdge: thacaboluﬁop aff tenuve.::Rather, we caJ,J. forﬂ .-
“tenure: foX ALY heachers . fyou. thelmmqﬁ og hirinf;- Th;
‘meaps, firing only for. spegificallyrdefined quest qu of | 7. }
Jogppefformrqce]zyxfith fgllifights “of “pu blicqjhea mé, e LR S
examination of }eco:‘&l ‘Ete., ag Well ‘as  appeal td gov‘erﬁ’fng’* o
bodieks HWeidre Form Job .8ecurity; for iegohers, .and QpRose. . ;-
‘their: having ipaver cover, 8 tudents. through required - DUTSEE; . L
pequired ﬁ,tte—pdanqs,j#tc, . The present. tenure ayﬁn:em4 i.e. , '
tenure after a number of Prears, on. promotion, b ’oy opeciﬁc '

) \;o{:e, allo’ws“ figing‘ k" a"teucher by Wik /hér collédgues bu’ ‘hhe
badis OF UiHer sCHolarship; and @ refjeét the condeption oi’x
‘of i value-Lree schplatlyvaviivatibn which-thtd of ten  implies;:

it is alao frequently a mask for directly political diserim-
ination...Thege, not the; retention of poor. teachers, are the
pajor objections to; thef present | tenure system, Even more ' '_ )
would the abolit;i.on ‘of tenured job rights deny” sééui-ity of "
‘tenured Job Fights dedy ‘sécurity to teadhers witﬁ unpopu‘ar b ¥ g By
views or unorthodox methods or interests. RTL: Yo an

AMENWENT TO. PRQFESSOR'S nomm SECTI?N L (BT):' Dalete ‘theé ‘sthence

starting "We' support thésé demands. e N

fin s

and replack WiEH* #f utiiouberr o

7 Ve upport ‘the eontent. of these’ demandsj “dlthough in . : |}
sitwat ‘elrcumstances (we on' t raise  them: .programmetically.

In many instances these demends,-end the.myriad;ef. ..
commi ttees that usually accompany them, often serve to
derail movements begun on more social questions. Where
we do raise and/or actively support them, we point out

the generally utopian character of "student-pover" - type
demends under capitalism.

g =70 o
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IIC Y - e
MOTEO&'(RT): To.add at the end of :professors' document: :+ic

We urge professor comrades to organize and/or participate

in movements and strugglés sround general political and -
- spcial questidiw; such as the war. in Viet-Kam, rac¢ism and -
. .gexism, the deterioration of higher. education in particular
‘:and th educational systemwin general, ‘the - funding crisis, etcs’

S NER T A

III-

MOTION (SL): The NAC agrees to Comrades J M and S.B. of N.Y. Joining
the Irish Republican Clubs. The perspective of supporting the Irish
striggle. and of winning a:layer:of the IRC to' revolutionary socialism,
including:“single. jack"-tecruttment is accepted. "~ If the IRC'vere- .
actyglly thé IRA on American soil, any possible eftry line would be‘“” 2
co-ordinated with the Irish SWM and on a different basis., Comrades 4mn"’
other branches entering IRC should work on same line and immediately
contact N.¥: ISifor information. Letters'frém S.B. ahd J.M. to be
attached to minutes as guidance. If the work of these ¢omrades in any
significent. way:.curtails our:&bility to e#dticize™the IRA or inhibits
ourrsupporm %0, the SWM as. the necessary revolutionary organization in
Ireland we will reopen the: ghestion. We will notify the StiM of our step.
PASSED; - 5-0-2-{JG, JT abstain)

IIT &4
Letters

NOVéFnbér':Qh, 1972 L .'L .
Ta, theTNAC-
Qeax Comrades-

.. At its November 20th meeting the New York exec tabled to the
NAC the question of our joining the Irish Republican Clubs. Bince
the Irish Republican Clubs (IRC) are a national organization and'the
decision could effect comrades in other branches, it was felt that thig ™
vas a pational question. - Questions were raised on the exec as to . ”""',
whether this would constitute membership in two socialist organizations,'
vhether it was equivalent to joiming the Official IRA, and whether IS a
comrades would still be free to make their differences with the IRA clear.
The questicn of whether we would reguire. anyone recruited froum the IRC

to resign upon Joining the IS is. invalved.

We feel 1t is important to Joiu the IRC at this time inorder to-
continue meaningful Irish.work, -As the CPihas'taken over the NAIF and
the SWP is increasingly chasing the:Provigisnals; the radical people- in
the movement have virtually all joined the:iIRC: Until now most of our
contact with the Irish movement has been through our work in the Anti-
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Internment Coalition. The Coalition is rapidly declining and very few
Republicans are still attending meetings. Now our only contact with
meny of the best Republicans. comes' at pub parties and demonstrations.- .
fewer and fewer.

If we join the IRC, we will have tvo ba31c aims: 1) continuing
long-term individual contact work aimed at recruiting people to the IS,
and 2).attempting to influence theé political activities of the IRC in
the United Stetes. We would try to convince them that their most
important task is to reach Irish workers in the U.S. with socialist
politics. Specifically we should urge them to involve themselves in
trade union struggles here and urge their members to get jobs where
they could play a political role. We believe that any serious attewpts
in this direction would convince many of them of the need to 301n a
BOCI&llSt orgaplzatipn. :

It became p0531b1e to Jomn the IRC af'ter: thelr September convention
when they dropped.all barg against members of other organizations .
Joining . the IBC.‘“The only reguirement is agreement with the Republican
principles: . ] T‘ 4. & : W S R F
. "We stand for the overthrow of Brltish Imperlal Rule

cin. Ireland. -~ -

We stand for.an 1ndependent Irash Soczalist Republic.

We oppose all foreign financiers; speculators, monopolista,
landlords, a and their native collaborators. .
We place the rights of the common man before -the right of
property.

We claim the ownershlp of the wealth of Ireland for the
people of Ireland."

The IRC were formed as a support organization for the Official
Republican Movemerit in Ireland. They are in no sense an Irish or Irish-
American sociglist group in this country. Their principal activities here
are reising money for the movement and carrying on a propaganda cempaign
to explain the struggle in Ireland to the American public. However, most
of the members consider themselves to be radicals or socialists, and
many of them are open to the idea of doing political work here. At their
recent convention they passed resolutions opposed to the Vietram War
end for legelizing abortion. They were the only Irish support
organlzation to consistently oppose both McGovern ard Nixon for
president. Unfortunately although they are formally committed to the )
necessity for a socialist revolution in America, their activ1t1es have =
been limited almost exclu81vely to Irlsh questbns. .

Mémbership in the IRC is in no sense to be considered joining the
IRA. ' If one or two members of the IRC occasionally like to spéak as
if they were IRA members it is simply an expression of naive romanticism.
In Ireland memwbers of the IRC are regarded as no more than friendly .
observers -at Republican Clubs or Simn- Fein meet1ngs. ‘Moreover, the
British. xS has allowed membership. in. Clann na h-Eireann which {s =
actually ‘a disciplined orgenmization and has much closer tieg to the IRA._
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Members of the IRC are not only aware of our criticism of the
IRA, but also of our support for the SWM. Ue will continue to make -
this clear through leaflets, news articles, personal conversations, ete.

We ﬁrge that you‘ discuss this immediately and approve our
Joining the IRC. Also, we recommend that comrades in other bragches
.investigate whether IRCs in their area are worth joining, -

Comradely,"

S.BI
J.MI

November 30, 1972
To the NAC:
Dear Comrades:

After speaking with 3y by phone we would like to add several
points which may not have been clear in our letter sbout jJoining
the Irish Republican Clubs (IRC):
1. We do not believe that the whole membership of the IRC or the
IRC as an organization can be won to sociaslist politics. We do believe
there is a layer of people in the IRC we can reach through patient
Joint work and discussions. In addition to continuing to talk with
them about Irish politics and our criticisms of the IRA we want to
propose that they begin working in unions here as we outlined in our
first letter. As we explained in that letter we believe we can do
these things much more effectively by Jjoining the IRC.

2. The IRC is not @ disciplined organization as socialists understand
discipline. There is nothing in the IRC constitution sbout discipline.
The only recent examples of "discipline” came when members got drunk
and disrupted parties and were ordered to apologise afterwards.

3. We have asked the members of the NY exec who had doubts about our
Joining whether they wanted to write the NAC gbout this. They have

all replied that they are not opposed to our joining and are not

going to write the NAC about this. One comrade felt our joining

would meke it difficult tc continue to criticise the IRA as we intend to do.

h. We think comrades in other branches should investigate the IRC
in their areas. If they have attracted young working class people
who are moving towards socialism as they have here we think commades
should consider joining. We will be happy to provide information
end advice.

Comradely,

J .M.
5.B.
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ADDITION TQ- ATTACHMENTS II..
(The following, is. paragraph B of Seattle Professors Document. )

8. Tenure. In a sociallst society, there 13 no tenure for teachgrs.
We oppose job security for those’ vhose jobs give them any degree of control
over other people. Nevertheless, under socielism, everyone is guaranteed
work suited to their abilities and an income suited to their needs. Since
this is impossible under capitalism, we oppose the abolition of tenure if
it means increasing the power of college administrators, trustees, and poli-
ticians to decide on hiring ahd firing. We support abolition of tenure only
when there is a corresponding increase in the power of faculty and students

to make these decisions and where the above conditions of security are met
- an unlikely even{ under cepitelism.



STATEMENT TO THE NAC CONCERNING IS FUNCTIONING AT THE AFT NATIONAL CONVENTION . .

@b viarilyn LDanton, East Bay Branch
‘I want-to raise three specific things which happened at the recent national

AFT ¢onvent1on i 5t. Paul. 1 find thiese very disturbing, and ltelieve that -they.
raise sérious que;t1ons about 1s funct1on1ng u1tn reSpect to majerity decisions
tgken’ by the organlzatioh

i The first problem bccured in relat1on to our pos1t10n on the ERA taken approx1-
matély two years ago: The majority position taken at that time was as. follows:
We oppose the ERA presently before Conpress and call for a new ERA which would not
abrogate the existing protective legislation, but would extend it to men. 'hen I
arrivéd at the AFT Convention,:a comrade from the Bay Area who had been in Ne¥ York
recently informed the AFT fractiow-that there had been reconsideration taking place
in NY concerning our position in light of the new situation, to wit: that the
ERA had passed Congress, and that therefore our earlier position made no. sense,
since it was clear tiat the ERA would eventually .pass in the. 3/4 states necessary
and thus become part of the Constitution. Dur new revised. ppsition being considered
should then be the following: We support the ERA, but in those states vhere sub-
stantial and real ‘as: opposed to discriminatory protective leglslatlon existed, we
call for laws extendlng ‘this protective legislation to men prior to passage of the
ERA. The main state'in question here is California. Clearly there are problems .
with this position, not the least of wiich is that if tiis amendment passes 3/4
of the states, and not tlose with substantial protective legislation, like Cali- .
fornia, it would still become lawv, regardless of what happened in Califorpia or
the other 1/4 of the states. Now, the organizational :problem which I want to
raise 'is the following: According to this comgade, when this was raised in NY
to the National Secretary and others, with respect to therconlng AFT Convention
where the EPA would be an issue, it was deemed okay ‘to'revise our position along
the ‘Tines stated above. I find this extremely disturbing. At the least an emer-
gency NAC discussion should nave been held to ‘determine what to do, and whether. .
or not to revise the position. ‘'laybe it:would have been wise to revise the posz—
tion, but it should not have been done so cavalierly, and undemocratically. - Po-
sitions taken by the organization should remain in effect, until changed or revised
by the proper body democratically elected by the organlzatlon-? Dtherwise, what
does it jhean to tdke’afty position?
3 '$NB. The revised position was the one pushed for by the fractlon, with many .
ﬁnglVlngs on the part of some. The East Bay Exec has recantly passed motions
concern1ng what happened ‘Which are as follows: "The position of the IS on the ERA
at the AFT Convention raises -serious questions about.the determination of policy
within the TS. At the very least, any .proposed change should have been referred
to = special meeting of the NAC': Passes 4-0-2 ((WC; JJ)); and: 'We further
reiterate our continued support for:our position of opposition to passage of the
ERA until existing' legal protection of working women be -protected and extended.''
Passes 4-1-1 ((BP opposed, JJ abst.)). Statement by JJ: . This motion was orignnally
proposed with the intention of repudiating tne position taken by .the AFT comrades,
a position entirely consistent with our "original' positionm.  Statement by BP: '
I voted against the motion because I think we have to reassess our position, which
was® completely correct’ when it was made. As the ERA bemes closer to passage, I
think We' are’ going to have to put more emphasis on getting protective leglslatlon
extended and Yess on opposition to the ERA.) :




Statement to the NAC continued 2 : Danton

The secor d problem occured around the qestion of community control of the
séhools At an early meeting of the United Action Caucus during a discussion of
program, one Bay Area comrade presented a point for inclusion entitled 'democracy
im the schools.” Upon seeing it, I raised the question that we could not present
such a point, since it was in effect a position for commmity control of the schools,
sumethxng which hLad been squarely defeated at the last convention. This comrade
tald me that this had been raised with comrades in NY, including, if I'm not mis-
taken the National Secretary, and had been told that suclh a position was okay since
1u was for democracy in tlie schools which we are for. If this interpretation is ;
cqrrect, then I don't understand the majority position adopted on black liberation
at the convention. The formulation of democracy in the schools, which calls for
parents, teachers and students to control the schools (curriculum, adrinistrators,
etc.) is the usual content we give to community control. Note: I don't have the
egact wording since it was turned into the UAC Progranm Cormittee. Thus, since the
majority decision was opposed to commumnity control of the schools, I don't under-
stand the position of the comrades in NY. If on the other hand, such a formulation
for democracy in the schools is within the context of majority positions taken at
the convention, then I don't understand what the black discussion was all about,
sjnce the one position in favor of this was soundly defeated. Surely, we are not
just applying this to schools otner than black ones. Before drawing conclusions
to this problem, I would like to take up the third one, since it leads to the same
conclusions.

»~ The third problem ooncerns our position on busing. When we were going over
the resolutions to see which to fight for, etc,, there vwerc two on bu51ng, neither
of which actually supported busing outright, but the thrust of both was in support
of busing. The same Bay Area comrade who put forward the position on democracy
in the schools, informed the rest of tlie fraction that he had gone over these re-
solutions with pecple in NY and that it was okay to support them, since what they
actually did was to come out against Nixon's racist policies of attack1ng busing.
The actual resclution that he proposed we support was as follows:

{ WHEREAS, President Nixon has publically opposed busing for the sole purpose of
racially integrating public schools and declared such as the official policy of
his administration, and

* WHEREAS, President Nixom, in h1s address to the National Convention of Catholic
:gucators, announced his support for a program of federal aid to non-public schools,

d ;
: WHEREAS, thousands of private schools exist in this country solely for the pur-
ppse of maintaining recially segregated education; therefore be it

F RESOLVED, that we the members of the American Federation of Teachers reafflrm
unr belief in the wisdom and justice of the.1954 Supreme Court decision banning
segregation in education on the basis:of race, and be it further

. RESOLVED, that we reaffirm our belief that children, whether black or white, who
are subjected to a racially segregated education are, by the very fact, receiving
ap inferior education, and be it further e
. RESOLVED, that we conderm the fact that racially segregated private schools re-
ceive federal ts exemptlons, and be it furtier

RESOLVED, that we voice our strenous opposition to extend1ng federal assistance
in-any form whatsoever to racially segregated private schools; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we voice our strong protest and opposition to.the policy of the
Nixon administration which bans busing for the purpose of desegregating the public
schools of this nation.

This resolution was passed by the Convention with an amendment which cormmitted
the AFT to fight in the Senate against Nixon's anti-busing legislation (voice vote).
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I believe that it is clear that the above resolution could not be interpre-
tated in any other way but to Le in favor of busing, although it does not acuually
say so.-.Thus, in line with the major1tv decision taken at the recent convention,
we . should not have supported this position.

The conclusions to be drawn from these last ¢wo problems are as follows: Two
positions (busing and democracy in the :schiools - »cad community control) w re deemed
okay to support (and were supported by at least sone comredes) by majority position
comrades from NY, despite the fact that at the recent Convention both of these po-
sitions were defeated. Yy question is then, vhat to the decisions arrived at in
our conventions mean, if they can be gotten arouncd : month and a half later? As
you know, I supported both of these positions stated here, and was defeated at the
naﬁlonal convention. However, I take seriously th: positions taken by our organiza-
tion, and feel disciplined to uphold them in any ~renas in which I participate, as
I helieve the other comrades do from the Bay Area. loreover when the organization
takes positions whicn I support, I want them taken seriously, and not as these men-
tloned above have been taken.

In light of the foregoing, I request the following from the NAC: 1) a response
as  to what our position is on democracy in the schools, and what does this position
megn in relation to the perspective passed on tlack- 11berat10n, 2) a response on
theé resolution stated above, on . busing, with respect to the question of whether it
isiconsistent with our position against busing: 3) a response to the question raised
concerning the ERA, and possibly a discussion at the next NC on whether or not we
shguld revise our position.

% To conclude, I find these three instances to raise serious questions with
respect to IS functioning in line with majority decisions taken by the organization.
At best it is sloppy, and at worst, thoroughly undemocratic.

~ Note: None of this is to be viewed as an attack in any way on the Bay Area
comrades mentioned, since they were apparently putting forward these positions after
consultat1on with magorlty position comrades, and in some cases the National Secretary.

For Revolutlon and Democracy

ilarilyn Danton
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IN.DLFDJSD OF lP' TLACdLRb' FRuCLIOH Wayno P. 11/20/72

o ThlS 13 1n partlal rosoonsc to the letter by ]ari%%n
B. on the activitics of the ‘teashors' fraction at tho
.national conventiony'(Ruth A. is also proparing a rcspOnse.)
JMhile 'npp attonding “the ‘convention, I was present at .the
fprcchnyontloh dirseusgions in Detroit and Tew York City.
Alsg I .had post-comvéntion. rcports, hnot only frou OuUr COM=
rades, but .alse froit tuo conbtacts mo mrp v~ry 1nprossod
WLth the porfomance:of the IS

& 'Harlyi drlthleS the IS fraction for not carrying
'out'thc IS majorlty'posltlon 'of opposition to the slogan of
"comﬂunltq control," Instcad, shc notes, wc raised the dem
mand- for “"denocratic control of the schools by teachers,
parents, and older students," or soncthlng to that cffect.
However, there was no oonterlctlon in this, _

The slogan of ‘eeltwas first raiscd in FYC by the
black.and Pucrto Rican lib Jﬂnon movencents, after all
attemphs to achiove ncaﬁlnéﬁlntegratlon by "busing,"”. cticaey,. . .
JBad, failled dlsmally;> Tho slo anfsynbollzcd the desirc of ° .
blacl and brown worling:peoplc to -Have control, over the lﬁ-l
stitutions which doninated their lives, in this casc the”
nonolithic school systaitiss Bhe IS supportced this novenent
and jts slogan, 'o seughtnﬁo docpon tht novanent's x pro- o
gran-into clcar opposistionite tile bourgeios state and 5 ®
support for an alliance withthe tcachérsj ‘Orfc way we did
this was to advocatews: partieular eontent-to. the "ee” slogan,
nancly, “donocratiec. combrol iof -tho 'schosls by tcachers,
parcnts, and oldcr studentss".. Unforbunately, no onc clse
doptg , ctbation, not the black groups, not the
unions, not cven (!) thc uthcr socialist tcndcncics. In
fact,the ® most widcly accepted interprcetation of "CC' ywas
the oxach opptsites  M"reform of the govermrent to provide
control_hj;coeﬁunlty rcprcscntatlvcs over the tcacheors and
studonts, to nalze then worlk harder.” Knowing this, wc support—
cd"ecc” aryway as long 25 thore was a rcal niovencent behand
it which prowldcd it with its real content. Howoever, pre-
ciscly becausc of its wrong prograrn, the ‘ee' noveuent as
such mx playcd into the hands of the ruling class, and was
destroyed by the 1958 strikc., At prescent there is no
organized ninority libcration moveient in IYC, and no rcason
to assuric that the ncxt stage of the black and browm struggle
will be over Teel '  Today "ec' is widely undcrstood to
nean local schocl boards which arc gemerally anti-union
and arc in no way progressive (c.g. Pucntes in District 1,
NYC); to ncan support of a centralized “blaock™ anti-labor
board in Hewark;, to necan anti-black racisn x by whites in
Forest Hills and Canarsic, WYC. 'e no longer advocate “cc."




27%7e

Hevertheless, -we: contimuc to ;advocate an alliance of, -
working class paronts, tcachors, and older students in
opposition to the bourgeios statec. Thorcforec we advocate
"doiocaratic control o .. .bFeeeChC,'” THC qugan changoes,
but not the progran, (0f coursc, if a movenont ierc to,arlso
vhich advocated “ee” with our intcrprotation wé .would support
it, But that is tho pointy wc do not cipecet such a dovel-
cpricnta) : !

liarilym also criticizcs the tecachers' fraction for

not copposing and cven vobting for a-resolution on zm busing.
Howcver the rescolution was nurvly anr attack on Wixon's us

of thc busing issud¢, ond nol cxplicitly pro-busing. . icthor‘n
to vote for it oriabstain’ “was an uninportant issuc. The .
inportant issuc was that tho IS tcachors had dceided .. -
beforchand to concentrate upon the questions of nmergoer-and-
nags—action and of labor-party-ond-hcGovern, (To vote against
it without naling a fight-<Adth no othor copponcnts of t%o -
Ex reselution arcund-—would have nade us looks silly.) oo

arc not rcquirced to fight oh cvery point wc disagrec with,

e ignorcd the pro-Zionist-resolutiony without any fceeling
that wc necded to nake' a “prlnclplud“ stand alngt 1t.

o ‘ vl e s 1 %

Franﬁly T am dluturobd about thﬁ accasatory tong of
ny fricnd larllyr's lettor, .Bhe could have writteon, "I an
glad tc sce that comradcs of tho najority have. intcrprotod
their positions tovcan vhat e weorce saying all along; " this

shows that weo wore right. Howover they.arc still. b01ng
solf—crntrudlctory*in not using the slogans of ee” and “bus—
ing," JAnd so en,' “Then we +muld have o rcspond. | It is

perfecetly . pJGSlblC, as fak far as I can rceall, that the
najority dccurcnt on blaoel liberation did. nct dloCUSS this
natter of Vdsrceratic coatroles.” and is opcn to eriticisn
on that aceount, Hovever, if T rcad hor corrvctly, what
Marilyn is doing is to ghtack hb tcachcorst. fre fo

what she bolioveg ghould H: . Furthornorc
shce Jmows that neither sho nor anyince xx flso of the .
nincrity on the black question (thab iz, rost of tho ;
fraction at thc convontion raluﬂd—vlthbr of thcgc points
at the ecnvonticn or be f,xchqnd’ 8¢, ghe sharss in any‘“blamc "
All of us gh uld try to ugo.a rore c:mr 1dcly fono




CLARIFICATION OF POSITIONS ON COMMUNITY CONTROL AND BUSING
Chris H.

The NAC has received a request from a teacher comrade for
clarification of the IS's positions on busing and community control
in the light of I8 support for certain motions at the AFT convention -
one motion calling for "democracy in the schools," the other .
opposing Nixon's attempt to ban busing. The N.C does not wish to
focus on the procedures used in the teacher fraction or the tactical
correctness of raising or supporting a given demand at & union
convention, matters which are best left to the fraction itself.

This motion is for the purpose only of clarifying our substantive
position.

1. The position adopted by the convention was that it was
correct, in the past, to give support to the general democratic
content of the "community contrel" demand. This content was the
demand for better education, non-racist education, and power for
parents, teachers asnd students in setiing school policy). At the
same time, conception of community control itself should have been
criticized as utopien and, insofar as it was realizable within the
capitalist context, fundamentally conservative. That is, the
Ycommunity” itself is a classless concept while the real community
includes different classes; without the specification of -‘:and
struggle to win people to - our democratic content, the demand
would mean local control by the local power structure, a pover
structure which in the main is subservient to the (white) ruling
class. In the initial period of community control struggles it
wds possible to put forward "democracy in the schools" and "parent-
teacher-student control" as our content and attewmfit to win the
mass forces who were in motion at that time to such a conception;
this would have involved turning them against the local board chiefs,
though we correctly gave critical support to the Ocean Hill-Browns-
ville local board in the specific situation of the 1968 strike.
Subsequently, the -community contrel movement has died out while
community control has becowe more and uore the vehicle for integrating
local elements of a coalescing black power structure into the
overall power structure of the cities; in Newark and even more
in East Herlem at present, the local control boards are clearly the
lotal representatives of the central school board, city administration,
and ruling class, and are clearly obstacles in the way of the need
of parents and teachers for better schools. In the present period,
to cell for community control even specifying a democratic content
would be equivalent to calling for the takeover by community forces
of a local power structure, that is, a reformist strategy. In this
period we continue to support the overall democratic demand fer
parent~teacher control of the schools, but distinguish this sharply
and rigorously from the demand for communlty control which, as a
demand, no longer has progressive content. The demand for community
control today has the real social content of a mask for anti-teacher -
and anti-parent and student - policies of the city administrations
and school boards, acting through the vassal local boards.




Chris H. -2~ Community Control & Busing

2, For our general position on integration and busing, see
NAC statement "Political Line on School Integration Cases and
Busing," BULLETIN No. 32. As stated there, we support the general
democratic demand for the right of blacks to go to school, live,
work, wherever they wish - in predominantly white or predominantly
black situations. On this basis,we generally give critical support
to struggles for integration since they partially win this right.
However, we do not see a struggle for integration et this time
as a strategy for black liberation or for achieving better education.
Within this gereral position, we do not support two-way busing
since, first, it represents no material gain for blacks, and
second, it is based on immediate transfer of some students to
vorse schools. In general, we put forward a struggle by black
workers and community groups for full quality education as our
strategy. Without attempting to judge the tactical situation at
the AFT convention, the NAC notes that the resolution quoted in
the communication by the teacher comrade gives the impression,
though evasive in actual words, of being a pro-busing resolution;
while we are in favor of vigorously denouncing the motives and actions
of Nixon, which are racist, the questions to be asked in given
circumstances are whether a given statement reflects our actual
position on busing, and also whether an issue is to be made of the
question in the given circumstances. These are tactical questions
and this statement attempts only to clarify the actual position to
give guidance to fractions in their work; the NAC has full confidence
in the fractiona' ability to judge the requirements of givea situations.



