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Preface. letter from Small to Spartacist e.o. 

I»u OOlll'.d ••• 

1 h ••• b.ln rl.dlnc thl rlc.nt dl.trlbl of the lo-eall.d ·Co •• unllt 
Jftt.rn.tlona11It Group· (8enJa.ln and pr.lu •• bly Cunnlnghaa .t .1.) 
Jt hal t.kln thll.wrltoh.d group oVlr. ~ Ilno. th.lr d.partur. 
tro. the SL to lllUI a publl0 ooll.ctlvl Itat.a.nt, II thlY th •••• lv •• 
notl' -Althouch thl1 rlpr'llntl our tlrlt publl0 .tat'.'nt a. a group, 
the group 1n t.ct 'Iht,d In 100 •• tora dnci ald-1972. -.(on the bad. 
ot!h!1. one wondlrl.) Oat.nllbly • docu.ent on -Th' Pall ot All.nd • 
• nd thl Trlu.ph ot thl Chll •• n Countlrr •• olutlon-. 1t 1. actu.lly • 
co.-pU.tion ot old .land.r. IIS.b .,.1n.t the SL. too nu .. rou'. to lllt 
in d.ta11. 

On. chl.p Ihot which .hould be dhelrded right ott by r.ad.r. Ie the 
.uch-•• ph •• l,.d char!. that thl SL -did not wrlt. a ain,t. artlel. or. 
1"f111 •• (tk1t~[on Chl1~ tor ~ y;;r.;-nor ~ that ~atter ia, sfir. 
anx tl.eu~ftlon 2n thi. £!ntra qu"t10n.-(lmpha,1. In or~glnal 
the .uthorl notl thaS there WI •• dltal1.d .nllYII. ot the Chl1.ln . 
pop tront 1n Sp'lrtaellt 119 ("ov-Dlc 1970). thr8' x.arl betor. the 
d.bacl. 1n Chrll •• nd .noth.r aaJor torewamlng in W9rk'r~ VantuI~ 
ot 010.1972 (·Pop Pront Iaperll. Chilean Worklr.-', but obvlouely th.y 
thlnt that. thll. tore •• ming. by the SL wlr. not Inoulh and Mor' .hould 
ha •• b •• n wrltt.n. tt. Thla probl •• could .,.11y h.YI b.en corr.ct.d 
~y th.~ •• 1nCI OunnlnghaA •••• was editor of Splttlels\ tro. 1968 to 
.ld-1972. when he re.lgn.d •• nd BenJamln WI •• ditor ot Worker. Vanlulr4 
fro. i •• ulll (Oct.1911) untll h •• lao r.lltn.d in 1972. Thelr docu~.nt 
dOli not clal. *_.JI*- th.t !h!l wrote any Int.rnal d1.cu •• lon docuM.nt. 
on Chll1 whil. 1n th. SL-- blcau •• th.y wrote none. (unl •• 1 th.y k.pt 
It to th •••• lv •• ). If th.y cl.1M th.t th.y w.re .om.how .uzll.d on' . 
th. Ch11.an 1.IUI whll1 1n the SL (and no .ueh 01.1. 1A M.d. In thllr 
~ocu~.nt) th.n how COM', w. al~ht a.k In r"pon.l. th.y h.d no pub110 . 
• t.t.E.nt •• bout Ch11. at anythlng t!tl tro. the .u .. er of 1972 to 
Ro •• 191,' 

At .ny rat •• the .at r ••• on J'. writing 1. to att •• pt to an ••• r on. 
ot thl t.w lub.t.nt1vI hiltorlcal que.t1onl 1n the docu.ent. on. whioh 
han~. on a .1ngl. quote troa Llnln. Th •• uthor •• r. att,ck1ng the SL 
polltlon. dlrl •• d tro. Marxl.a-Llnlnl •• -Trotlky1 •• , that w. do not 
e.ll on thl bourt.ol •• t.t. to outl •• and d1 •• ,. t •• cl.t. or oth'r 
rl.,tionary tore ••• 1nc •• uoh • e.ll ~.rlly cr'at'l lllu.lon. about 
'hi bourglol •• tatl (.,pecl.lly In thl ca •• ot pop tront ,ov.rn.lnt.) 
and •• te. It .a.ltr for the bour,loll .t.te to d1l.ra thl worke.r •• 
thO .uthor. ot cour •• ar£U. th.t on. can .at •• uch calli. and to 
bol.t.r th.1r M.nahlvlt ca •• th.y quote thl tollo.lng tro. Lenin. 
writtln at the tl •• ot the Kornl10v r.volt .saln.t the "r.n.ky re,l.l, 

••• ~h •• tl-IMRort,nt thins now ha. b.co~. thl Intenlltlc.tlon ot 
our c .. pa en tor .om. kind ot -p.rtlal d •• ,nd,- to b. pr ••• nt.d 
to r~r.nlky. arr •• t Mllyukov,arm thl .. trosrad work.r., .ummon 
thl Kron.tadt.Vyborl and Hll.lngtor. troop. to p.trolrad, •••• 
dl •• 01 •• the CU." arre.t Rodsyanko. l.gall •• the tran.f.r ot 
the land.d t.t.te. to the p •••• nt.. Introduci wort.rl· contro' 
OVlr Ir.ln .nd f.ctor1 •••• tc ••• te. w. au.t pre.ent th ••• d •• and. 
not onl, to r.lrln.ty •• nd ngl. 12 ~ueh t. Ker.n.ty ••• to thl 
.ork.r.. .oldllr. and pe •• an.t. who hay' been earrl.d I!!l 
b, th •• our •• ot thl .trul~1 •• g.ln.t Kornllov ••• 

--Llnin.-To the Central Co .. 1t". ot th. 
'RSDLpe (AuI.)O.1917) 

met. thl ... an Linin ••• 0.111ng on the bour,.ol •• tat.-- 1 •••• the 



.. • 
bour,eole Ar.y.,~0110.,e,o.-- to -arr •• t Ml1yukov- etc.? :he answer 
oan b. tound .1_ply by look Ins at what the Bol.h •• lk. were actually 
doing In th ••• crucial day., a. r.l.t.d b1 !rotek, In h1e Mlstorx 2! 
!hi By.alan Re,olutlon. 

To* the Bol.h.vlk le.der. ot the dl.trlct., Komllov'. u;rlslft« 
hid not b •• n In the lea.t un.lpact.d. Th.y h.d torwa,en and for'~4. 
and th.y w.r. the tlr.t to appelr at th.lr ~o.t •• At the Joint 
•••• 10n ot the EI.cutl~. Co~~ltt.e.rot the ~j.ll~.! dls~rlct eo.let!}, 
on Au~uet 27. Sokolnlko~ Innounc.d that th. Bolehev!k ~3rty had 
tlk.n all .ellur.1 available to It In order to Intor= ~~e people 
and pr'pare tor d.tene~1 the Boleh.vlte announced th!lr readlr. •• 1 
to co-ordinat. their -ilitary work with the .r~~t 0~(3~~ 0: 
the Ex.cutlYe Comaltt ••• At • night .el.lon ot the J:l:lta.~ Organisation 

•••• ~.a ot the Boleh.vlk., partIcipated °In by delegat.s o! n~~~rous 
.llltary detachmente, It wa. d.cid.d to dem!nd lh! arr!st 2! all 
conap1tfttor., to arm the workera, to .upply the~ .lth :oldier 
lnllth.ctora, to guarantee the derene. ot the capital tro::s below, 
and at the .... tiM' to pr'pare tor the craatlon ot a revolutlo~ 
lov.rn-.nt of workera and aoldler.. . 

(Vol. II, p.229.Ann Arbor-- .apha.la adde~) 

Clearly. the Bol.hevlk. w.r. calU~ on the Incipl.nt .or~f',rs .tate 
ot the ,oYI.t •• then do.lnat.d by the .~n'h.vlt. and SR,. t~ .tr.ct 
the arreet" not the bourg.oi •• tatel Why th.n did lenin a~~ress 
hlM.elt to ker.n.ky at all? UOlt ~ likely becau.e r.~r!~!:~ ~ 
totlllallx ! M'mber. 2l. the prellidlum or !h!. Ps.trof""rad Sp'/i':'t, as 
well a. hlad or the coBrrtlon gov.rnment. Thi, contra~ic~ion was .adl 
ue' ot by thl Bol.heylk, to saln • maJorlty In the Petroertd Sovl.t, 
A. frot.ky de,crlbld the IYlnt,. 

We repre.ented a1ao,t halt or the Me.ber.hlp, and yet there ... 
not a .lnl1. Bo1.h.vik In the pr •• idlu •••• nothlng tut & yot. on 
the 11.tl ot candldat ••• long party linell cculd .olv. the probl •• 
now. t a.ted whether the ll.t ot our opponent. Inclu~.~ Ktrensky. 
tormally. he wa •• member ot the pre.idlum, at t~ou!h ~e did not 
att.nd the Soviet, and ,hawed hie dleretard ot it In .very ~y. 
The quelltlon took the pre.ldlu~ by lurprl.e. K.reas~y ~1!. neither 
llk.d nor r •• pected, but It ••• t.po •• lbl, to dllavew entia ~ 
pri •• _Ini.t'r. Atter contultlns one another, the Ee~~trs of 
the Prllidlu. an ••• red. ·Ot cour •• , h. 1. included.- Ye W2nt.~ 
•• t~M nothing bett.r. Here III an eztract trom the .In~tes.-We .ere 
convln~.d th.t Ker.nety was no longer In the pre.idlu~ (tu3ultuoul 
.pplaul~ but w. , •• now that we haYI be'n .l.taken. ~~e ,~ado. 
ot kerenlky 1. hoverIng betw.en Ch1ed&. and Z.vadye. \'~~:,\ you are 
at. a.k.d to .pprove the political line-up or the p~sl~lu~. 
re.e.b.r th~t you .re •• ked In thl. way to .pprQ~e the policle. 
of Kerln.kYLtumultuoue applau.~- Thi. thrl. oy.r to ~ur .1~. 
another hundrld or loOt thl d.~.gat •• who had been Y3cl!stlng • 

• (Trot.ty, tx ~.p.'19.fathtlnd.r) 
fhul on. could with ,o.e tor .. l 1&gltl •• cy call on Kerens'r to m3ka ••• 
ot the worker, power to -arrl.t MllyukoY-, .lthough Lenin'. de:an~3 
ar. obyloully al.ed °In content .t .r.lnl the workers ag~lnst both 
Kornl10y an4 Kerln.ky. 

Al1lndl', ,Ituatlon .a, .o~.what dltterlnt •• lncI he was .1~p11 the 
leader ot • coalItion government and not. titular lea~er. o! • eoYII~. 
(Th. ChUlan SP h.d nothIng lIkI thl qu.,l-Iovlrnaental a'J'thorlty ot 
th.· .. trogr.d SOYiltl' 

~:art S. 



Thl readlr. ot the' tollovlns anal,.l. at the Septeaber 
~ 1ft Chll. DAJ tind the tor. at the preeentatlon unnece •• ar. 
fl,-obll,ue. atter 811,. who on earth n •• d. an eztended or1-
t1qui ot .ome 1rrelevant po.ttlon ot the Spartact.t Leasu~7 
~'re thl1 the .01. point ot the orltlqu" vere ou~ .. In target 
1n thl. polemlo the SL, ve would not have waeted our time vrlt­
In. It. Nor are ve partlcularl, Intere.ted In another deacrtp-
112n ot the .uccesstul ~ an4 the rallure ot the antl-right-
1.t tore •• to preyent It ••• IIOlt or the -lett- press have "dealt 
with the more obvious tallures. the lack ot a .~rxlst party 
to lea4 the .truSS1., the cla.a-collaboratlonist orientation or' 
the mal.·Chllean Socialist an4 Communist. partl.s, the lett'. t1-
lUllons about Allende, etc. . 

Ve,wrot. thl1 plece to anl"er the question poaed by hlltor-
Ical aethodoloU· ....... there a correct strategy whlch. 11. taken, 
would haYe led·to a vorklng-clall victory In Chll~ .nd the estab­
lishment at vorkers' paver? It, a. ve believe. thore were. then 
the failure to prevent the rlghtlst counterrevolution 11 on11 a 
z:elfstt,· .. conflrltsttoD of Marxist analYlis, not a rcpudJ.aJ;J.2n at 
It, an4 consequently there are Invaluable hl.torlcal leGIOnl to 
be learned trom the experience. 

The lncapacl ty ot the Chllean vorklng class to assulle. pover. 
1n a sltuatlon ripe tor such a strugsle -- and the resultant 
counterrevolutionary coup vhlch revenged Itself upon the wotklns 
class tor thls failure -- representl an enormous setback tor the 
international vorklng-class movement. In the context or re­
cent hlstor, It ls the greatest catastrQphe tor the communl.t 
moyement 11nce the annlhl1atlon or the Indonesian Communllt 
Part, and the physlcal extermlnatlon ot hundreds ot thouaandl 
et Ita cadres and aupporters In 1965. The years or the Popular 
Unit, goyemment vere represented by a cllmate or aocla1 and 
economlc ChaOI 1n Chile, due to,the helltatlon. lrreaolutenela 
an4 cystlcal be1let ot Allende and his tollowerft that a peace- . 
tul tranltormatlon to aoclalls. "al possible therel the 'Junta, 
to~ether vlth the execution ot allitanta and the lmaahlns of 
the organl ot open worklns-c1asa activity. wlll undoubt.l, llsue' 
In a protracted period or aore or less loclal -ltabl11ty- and 
outward c1as. peace. Thl' upcoming period II one In vhlch the 
workln« clasl wlll ha.e to ut1l1ze clandeatlne aeanl to ~ebull4 
1t. orsanlzatlon" 

It the hl.tor, ot the workIng clas. under f.\JroJ',an fa.ol •• 
in the )0'. 11 an, indloatlon. the pr •• ent perlod 1. certAin to 
bring wlth it a reltoratlon ot hourseola democratlo asplratlon. 
and lllullon6 amona the vorklng claas. Allende hl.aelt was 
overthrown, Allendelaa, the be1let In the retormlst ro~d to 
pov.r. hal not b.en overthrown ••• the loclal democrat. ~nd the 



llln11tl internat1onall, will lee to that. !ow well this 
1nt 11 underltooA by proto-Marxists internat10nally as 1n 
lle, how capable the, are at .dJultlng thetr Itrategy ~~d tac-
01 accordlnsly. ~lll prove an Important cocponent 1n the capac­
, at the vorklnl ola •• to construct the reYolutloaor,r ~rt7. . 

A precondttion tor the construction or the 1nternatlonal 
rvolutlonary portr 11 the deltructlon ot !12!. only :he social 
Imocratl0 and Sta Inlet tanta.lea about peaceful rC5~s to work- . 
ag-cla •• power. but. !l!2 the tant •• tlc notlons abcut reyolutloa 
IAnatlng troll suchlocal -outtit ••• the Spartaclst !.cag-.!e and 
rogrelllve Labor. 

Although thU crlt1que takea the torm or a pole!31c a!SlDR 
he llne ot the Spartaclst League -- to be preclse we sho~!d a~ 
~. tor we have llolated at least three separate, co~tradlc­
ory l1nes over three consecutive lssu~s ot thelr ra~c~ -- He 
o not want to 81 ve the erron1ous Impresslon U".at .:c thl:lk their 
tter contuslon In the tace ot a sItuatIon such as Chile on the 
rink ot counterrevolutlon ls In any wa, unloue, the llr.e taken 
y the lett-Stalinist Progresslve labor Party in the 3!pteltber 
). 197) Issus ot Chn llenlfe and further restated In the l:ove:l­
ler issue ot ~ magazlne 1n oeny respects has the sa.:! .,.lett as 
,he SL' 8 Septecsber 1) 'olorkers Vangun rd suppleoent 0:1 Ch!le. In 
~ny as~ects ot the SL's 11ne, In fact, they ar~ t'~1:~1 o~ the 
Jratenders to the leadershIp ot the ~~r%lst moveaer.:, 4 leader­
thlp whleh tor Its authorlty and 1nrluence relIes C:1 a casslve 
Lsnorance ot the hlstory ot co~nlsm on the part ot !ts tollow­
lns. The central purpose ot thls artlcle. then, Is to do w~at 
.e can to remedy that sltuatlon by a dlscussion ot the central 
atrategy by which r·~rxlsts can shape and glve dlrect!cn ar.d 
clarlty to the 3truggles ot the worklng class. For us th1s 
strategic lIethod, represented 1n the Bolshev1k strus;le to poyer 
in Russla 1n 1917. and 1n Trotsky's vr1tlngs on ~~~\~ teselss 
and the Span1sh revolution 1n the )O's, Is & vltal cs~ect ot the 
road to power tor the worklng class and how we thln:~ the lessons 
ot th1s history should have been applled 1n Chlle. To co~~rast 
this with the "methods· ot the SL. we belleve the ro~lo~1~g c~1-
tlque demonstrates wlthout serlous challenge t~~t th!j surrer 
trom the s1nsle most crItIcal tallure ot understan~!r.! Q ·coa­
.unlet" leadership could have -- the total 1nab!lJtl to &n31y:e 
a revolutlonary sltuatlon correctly and dev1se a re~o~utlo~r.r 
atrategy tor 1t. Th1s 1s atter all the sltuatlon e~e:)· co~~­
lat orsonlzatlon supposedly llves tor, and the SL ~AS provc~ 
ltselt completely unable to co~orehend In & ~~rxlst ~ashlon eYeD 
a sln8le asp~et ot It ••• even 1n retrospect I As tor the SL'.~ 
repetltlon ot the central theme ot the Tronsltlor.~l Pr~~~~=, 
that the worker.' movement chletly sutters troo op,or:~~ls=, 
lnoomprehenllon and the orlill ot lender.hlp, we dec'nst~t. -­
to the hilt' -- that they are part or the problem, not ~srt ot 
the lolutlon. 

In hls Introduction to The Permanent Revolutlc~, Trotstr 
aaakes the polnt that the essence ot revolutlona~y strategy and 

•• 
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tactlci 11 •• In sn.plns thl speoltl0 teature. ant peoullarltl •• 
ot •• ch nation whl,h ar. neg •• I.rl1, brou,ht .bout b, thl law 
ot un.Yln deY.lopm.nt. In gen.ral, th11 11 thl o.erall probl •• 
ot lnryrr1c1ens conereteneal, .nd our own orltl~ue undoubt.dl, 
can be raulted tor Itl over-.b.tr.ctn •••• tor It. r.ll.noe on 
,enerallt11' and .rgument b, analolY. To 10 •• extent, thl. 1. 
the proble. ot·ln ... tt~olent datal without the preseno. gn 1h! 
ee,ne or rell.bll ," cOllpetant, traln.d l1arxl.ta It i. impo •• ibll 
to •••• mbl. enoush material (or to tru.t what you c.n get) to 
make all the evaluation. nec •••• ry to .how what 1. oorrect and 
what II not In • rapld1y·shlrtlng comple~ or eventl. In the 
crltiqu. ve .rgul that In the circumstance. that no Benulne 
Martllt party vas In ev1dence In Chile • policy ot entrY 1n!2 
!h! Soe1~11st p5 rty va. the onl, po.sibl. tactiC b, which a 
scall nucleus ot revolutionary Marxists could have constructld 
a ca,s-baeed comcunllt part, capable or contend Ins vlth the 
locls1 democrats and the Stalinist. tor hege.ony over .nd lead'r­
Ihlp or the Chilean worklns clas., and this policy 1. obvlousl, 
correct In terml or Chile arter 1970. aut such. senerol pol­
lc, would not have .nswered the question or what to do -- 1 •••• 

, entry 01' a separate organization -- berore 1970 In Chile. or In 
count.rle. where the loclal democratl0 or Stalinist tormatlon. 
do not pos.ess th~ .ame teatures -- • mass worklns c1as. baae, 
parlt, In Ilze and Intluence between the CP and SP -- .1 those 
In Chile. Slml1ar1, with the question or Chllean faselsm, we 
have had to rely heav11y on Spanish, Italian and German .ode11 
tr08 the 19)0's. Obvlou.1, we do not consider the Junta ·tas­
cl.t- 1n an, sclentltlc meaning or the tera, and In the critique 
the anal081 betveen the Chilean Junta and t~e res I.e ot the 
Creek colone11 11, Itre~sed. 

But there appears to be • growing rascl.t movement In Chile 
on which the Junta present1, leans tor.actlve .upport. The re­
latlon or the bourgeols/milltarlst reactlon to thl. movellent .­
whether they reintorce an4 prepare It tor power In the tace ot 
proletarlan reslutance to the ml1ltary regime -- wll1,depend 
ex'clus1vely on the development ot the class struSsle In the next 
period. the teatures at which at the moment we cannot determlne. 
IVln In outl1ne torm. Nevertheless the tora at worklng.c1al. 
resistance to thl. potential wholelale moblllzat10n ot the a1d-
41e ola •• 1n the I.rvlce ot the bourgeoll counterrevolution 11 
• central que.tlon tor the Chilean revolution. 

• • • • • • • • • 
We note4 above that the SL had three separate, d1.tlnct . 

llnel on the ooup 'hortl, betore and 1m3edlately tollowlng the 
September coup 1n Chile. We deal with these 11ne., thelr mutua 
IZclullvene •• and thelr 118n1r1cance at loae length 1n the art! 
cle, and w111 not repeat WI" pOints here. POI" the benerit ~t 
anyone who vlehes to check our account and our lnterpret~tl~n 
agaln.t the original textl, he vl11 tlnd all the material w. 
u.ed in three artlole. In the SL pub110 pre.l. 
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a. The • ••• l~manlfe.to· In the Augu.t ). 191) ls~. 
, of!!!. It l' on. column lOr\3, And eurrounded With 
ploture. or the ald-IU ... r .tt.~pted ooup. 
b. The Augu.' 31 1 •• ue, whloh oont.ln. the artlele, 
-00 W. Call on the Bour8eol.l. to Outlaw Fascls=7-. 
We IUbJect thl. production to extended orltlcllm be- . 
loti, It 1 •• repud1atlon ot the oentral line 1n the 
August ) .e,i-mantte.to. 
c. The S.pte.ber 1) ·SUpplement,· contained In the 
September 14 illue or~. Thil contalnl the nev 

. ,clntral theala ot the pre.ent and contlnulns SL line • 

• • • • • • • • • 
,The tolloHlns critique wal flnllhed .ome time betore thl •. 

1ntroduct10n Haa written, and In the meantl&e the SL ~~s ~ubllsh­
ed It. November ,2) Issue. which Include. a polem1c ap!:lst the 
Chilean line ot the CPUSA, ·Lac. Brain.' In Turtulent ~sters,­
which ~~t~nda furth'r the SL'. own att.mpt to rewrite the ~!nt­
.bl~hlctorl ot their own approach to the popular trent 1ft Ch1le. 
It la ftr. alement~l dutl ot political sanitation to expos~ this 
hlatorlcpl revision tor the traud It 1 •• 

The tl~~ ot thd SL polem1c 1. ltselt a political error-
the pO,:l(\morlc cuteness of th1. title (a hI8h-school-l!ke parod,y 
of Q rscent a~~ocrltlqu. bl Cus Ball on the cpt. electo=al pol­
Ie:!, ·A L:.\lIe D.1Ck .In 'tUrbulent Waters", carries the clear lcpl1-
cctlon the line ot the pro-Moscow Stallnlstl on Chile 15 ~ue to 
Ltupl~t~ -- like the 1926 Anglo.Russlan Co~ttee, ca~be? --
and 1s In turn onl, one more Incident In a .erlee de::r.strstlng 
the flat Incapaclt1 of the SL to comprehend or e~aluate conte:­
pornrl Stft11nlam and the -RuSSian Quest10n.· The auth~r of th~ 
~ plee! berates the CP tor fo110wln8 StalIn'S prescr1,tlon thst 
"peper w111 t~ke anythlns written on It,- and procee~s l~edlste­
ly to da~~nstrate hOH the SL Itselt uses exactly th~ ra:~ tech­
nlque In lhe creation ot the ·unlque17 correct l1ne.-

In the text,of the polemic they tollow the by now stan~ard 
pottem or pattlns themsel"es on the back wh1le r."eej'!ng their 
own history under the rug. -The Spartaclst Lea~Je. r.ot afraid 
to 3111. alr31nst the stream l"not afraid to sw10 ecs!~st the 
Itrcsm"'-1 wal the only one at all the ostenSibly ~ro~s~lst or-
's~nl:~tlons L • ••• only the Workers League ••• ·-1 to tftk~ a clear 
stand ~Balnst the popular-tront UP sovernaent rTO; th, ~~Z;n~\r8. 
In r~ct, ot course. the SL only responded to the sltu~tlo~ L~ 
Chile ~rte.!: the 1970 electlons had placed Allende a~~ his Popu­
lar Unlty party 1n power and that 1n an artlele by ?o~~rtson e!) 
aotlvated almos~ exolusively by the need to attack the S·~ an~ 
the Harke::':» LeaB"le. 1.e •• a plece full or rescrur.dlns ~e~er'Slltles 
wrltt~~ ·for tho arohlve.,· to be du.ted ott and quc:e~ when the 
occ~slon nrose. The SL quotes this article troo th~ :::~e=~!r­
December 1910 ~lL~Tt9cjst to pr~ve thel wrote It, quo:~ another 
.olel, descriptive passage rroa ~ In Deceaber 1972. ~r.d br!dse 
the t,MO quotatlon. With ttll ••• ntence. 
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~ ~ tapeate~ll warned in it! prea,' that thl. popu­
Iii-front res1me WA' le.41ns to • .a ••• cr. ot the 
work.r •• n4 p •••• nt ••• ~. L •• pha.l •• 44.d:7 . 

-Bepentedlx \lAmecS-' ElDswa.h. U. "el'l lJl the SL for thl 
p'Tlod from Dece.b.r 1970 to 1972 •• ost at the period of tlme 
co •• rod b~ that aentence, .n4 "e know the SL vrote exactly 02-
thtn! about Chile. warnl~;' or anJthlns el.e, In thetr publ1c 
prell (or anywherl e1 •• ,. W. demon.trate thl. beyond Questton 
on pa •• ) or our 10110wln8 critique, where WI "rlto, emphD.1z1na 
lt 1n thl orlglnal as tol10wl' • ••• they ~ ~ wrtt, ~. Itng}, 
.rttel. ~ leerle~ !2x ~ years. nor ror that mottnr !!! there 
an, Z Intern.l:!Sacusston 2n Sh!! centr,l Questlon.- Etcetera.· 
So tar a. the .elr-proclalmed correct program and methodolo81 
ot the SL 1. conclrnod, the que.tlon ot "he~e the ·unlquel, cor­
r.ct line- coae. froa. thl. llttle docu.ented lncldent ot re­
vrltlnl th.lr own hl.tot1 a. a cover-up .ptl, d.monstrat.s our 
oonolul1on that ••• lt'. Ju.t &ad. up' 

• • • • • • • • 
The charse ot ·c'nl01 •• ··1t quit. trequentl, thrown around 

1ft the p.eudo-I~rxlst moYement, how aptly, la dealt wlth In pert 
til ot thl. lntroductlon. &.It what other ~ -cyn\cI\l" cnn •. 
!11 the person who researched the SL f11el. dlscovered the SL 
had hac1 D('thin! U. ill U !!!.I tor. period or two years on what 
Bo~rtlon h1caelr .tated represented the ".harpest- 'expresslon 
or revo1ut10n or counterrevolution 1n Chile -- note that atter 
the December 1972 plece there was "t!o~her e1sht month. (t" hlatu. 
on the IUbJect -- and then coo11, lot down to lambaat 1n the . 
mo.t aanctlmon10us fashion everyone e1ae around and to clal. 
that 1n thle perlod ot demonstrated unconcern wlth the Issue tha' 
-the SL repeatedly warned 1n Itl pres •••• blah. blAh, blah?· It 
thll Iln't 9xnlctsm, ve would like to hear ot one other word 1n 
the Engllah language whlch more accuratel, convey. the eX8ct 
ae.nlns or euch an appr.oachl 

• • • • • • • • • 
In the 11aht or the above 1ncldent. and ot the rllp-rlo~1 

ot the SL l1ne In the month and a halt per10d around the tlme 
or the September Chllean oa~p. "e Ihou14 make our pos1t10n on 
the matter clear. We do~ demand the SL reaaln consistent and 
eternall, ulntaln their pBlllve abltentlonls. (evidenced 1n 
thl Augult')1 ~ line) 1n the race ot an enormoua soclal 01'1111 
.nd ... 11.1 defeat. W. 42 I., that tho adventurism the SL 8ub. 
etltut •• tor PDI11ylty 1. no l.provement. ls Actually crl.ina1. 
and to the .~cent t.he l1ne were carried out In Chile "ould do.­
tr01 the posHlblllty ot creat1ns a Marxlat vanguArd part, to­
,ether w1th Ite tuture cadrel. But!!~ thts 1. ovorshadowed 
b, the tru11 wretched technique by which they mak. their swltoh 
1n l1n.l. The, do n21 .Ilze on the opportunlt, ror a .erloul 
.valuatlon or the orlatn! or the demonstrated laok or Concern 
the, Ihowed In th.lr responl. to the exlltence ot the redlc.ll, 
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un.table popular tront ~OY8rnaent In Chtl. troa 1910-197). o~ 
the approach whioh led the. to write their August )1 11~e cer. 
the text ot the tollowtn! crltlqu.), nor the ~utsch1st re.ersal 
or thl. I1ne In a matter or a tew do,s atter Au~st)l Rather 
In the Stalinlst unner. the, chanse thelr 11ne"1n the·dead ~r • 
the nl~ht. with no anal,.ls ot their errore. or eyen =~ch ot • 
reterence to them (the August )1 -clarlticatlon- on their ,\usust 
) 11ne Is rOTse by tar than the orls1nal). ard then ca:e out all 
dlsgustlns , selt·rlshteous to cover up their lnact1Ylty ar.d 
lack ot concern to pretend the, have been :onstant and tru~ 1D 
their preachmentl tor the last thl'ee yearsl \.1lat Foss!~!e 
courle ot actlon could anyone. loyall, tr,lns to tollcw the SL 
line. 1n all tts wanderlnss.~' In books by levis carroll. 1~ 
Isentlre1, possible to believe 11x Impossible thln~s betore 
breakralt, no one hal ,et demonstrated. or eyer W111. thst • 
Marxist organlzation can be built by aeana ot SUch unserlous 
tlopplns about • 

• • • • • • • • • 
Fro. what we haye written In the critique ltselt. It vil1 

becoae clear that the approach the SL takes toward the rlshtlst 
Junta'. seizure ot 'power In Chile and the rail or Allende's 
Popular Unlt, Rote~neent represents In crudest 1ca~1r.nble tors 
a'sharp .1rreconcllable break rroa the rudiments or l~rx!~o and 
Marxist strateSy 1tselr. Hereatter this outrlt stan~~ ~ubl1cly 
exposed not merel, al soae sort ot detectlYe or deror:ed -reyo­
lutlonary· organization but only al a poor. opportur.tstlc Jo~e. 
whose demonstrated lack or concern tor the revolutlcr.~ry torces 
In Chile and !b!1t basic. real, present needs 1s car.trest. and 
whoso ·polltlcal" hor1zons do not extend measureably be10~d 
their own appetites ror tollowers and the seneral lnstl~cts or 
whoaever they're -resrouplns- toward -- PL. the French OCI. etc. 
-- now or next week. 

As a conse~uence. we haye chosen to quote so h~nvl1T tro. 
·suthorltatlve- sources such as lenin. Trotsky and oth~rs. ~e 
w,uld have quoted rar more than we d1dl reasons or s~~ce alone 
prevented us rro. copylng as on appendix to our work the w~ole 
!p.ctlon. subtitled -Lessons or the Russla~ Experler.ce- froo 
Trotsky's w~at Next? (In IV~ Stru~gle A~alns~ Pnse!s~ ~ Cer=~nz. 
pp. 184-189 I everY ~ 1n these slx pages is 4 ~n==~r tlov 
aRainst revllionlst pretences ot the SL atrlpe and a I:~ste:-rul 
atatament ot a Len1n1st approach to reyolut10nary st~te!y. Ve 
quote those possoRea not out or an1 deSire to ~lay Snr.~s In the 
pDaudo-Trotak1!~t sondbox, or tor reasons or polnt.~eorlns. or 
balt1ng the SL because they do not reclte the rhet9rlc~1 r~sat7 
ot t~rllst phraseology 1n the proper order (eyen the S~? l '-' 
knew that what was mlsl1ng In Chile was a leninist ~nrt,). or 
tor reasons or textual talmudlc halrsplltt1ng, or e~cn because 
we consider authorities llke Lanln and Trotsky InrQlll~le. saero­
lanct or their ,'Ie,,' h'pcrvlo~s to challenge. l!!!!. ::"l~lv l'''cnuse 

. tbe 2.!t cH,Shono!!.lli. dls,loyally Jufttlrles ~ puts r,,=-:b their 
own rovlslon1st repudlatlon 2.C. ~:l\rxlsl11 1n ~ "nr:~ ~ un'!'!t 

I,. 
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lhl CO.'t 2!. ·Orthod~ tenlnl,;- ~ ·orthodox TrotskYls.-, a. 
thl ahoor nuaber at l.lf-.erYlnai out-ot-oontext reter.neea to 
or quotation. trolD Lenin and ' •• plolall,) TrotakJ th., throw at 
thl ,.a4.r wou14 .lonl ln41cat., . 

~hortl, atter v. 1.tt the SL v. V'I" 8UbJ.ot.d to an Int.r­
nal torr.nt ot .1ndletl •• Robert.onlan abu •• an4 .land.r whlch . 
all'aed that In leavlng the SL ve had abandoned ln theory and 
1ft practlc. the Int'matlonal part" the tran.ltlonal prograa, 
.to., whlch ",dd up to the denial ot the .al1dlt, ot Marxll. It­
.elt tor thl. epoch. Th. mettve tor thl. ca.palsn ot .1111tl­
cation "as tran.parent., the construction ot a rlY'r ot I,wal(e 
to blunt the Impact ot our attacke. We are· content to'leove thl 
deter.1~tlon ot the Rql1ttcal content ot th.s. charges to the 
r.ader. To the SL. we 1S8UI a blunt Challenge. It ,ou do not 
beltevo partlal, democratic, -tran.ltlonal- demand. are appll­
cabl. to the pre.ent 11tuatlon In Chile ,rter the triumph or the 
junta'. ~, .a, .0 o~enly. Or even at the point or the coup? 
It '0, do the, then hold that the Tran~lt1onal Program II not 
applicable 1n a 11tuat10n where the question ot dual 2~wer Is 
elearl, posed, a. the, would cl.arl, appear to hold? It the, 
aetuall, belleve what the, lmpl" that the Bollhovlk. took pow. I' 
undlr the banner or -the d1ctator.hlp ot the prol.tarlat,- and 
n2t 1n the name ot thl -partial- demand.. Bread, Land on4 
P,aee, through thl counterpoaed organizational aedlu8 ot pollt­
leal power In the hana. ot the sovletl, let thea .. , thiS, too, 
but op.nl,. It 11 clear tro. everyth1ng the, have vrltten on 
Chili, to go no turther h.re, that the SL operate. wlth a total. 
1, different (-unlque'-) programmatiC conception or the road to 

'power than wal .bared by lenin and Trotak, (and every 2ih!t re­
.01utlonar1 r.rx1lt we know or), Trotaky baaed hla transItional 
progr3D on the 1911 ,truggle ot the Bolsheviks who believed -­
and operated on thl. bellet -- that a program con.lltln~ ot 
transitional demanda WQ~ preclsel, the proper .echanls .. ror 
revolutlonor1 act1on. The SL should atate the1r ovn pr08raa an4 
~~ ~ their difference! with the !21Z eXRerlen~e accordtn~ll, 
!l!2. The sama thlns 8o~1 ter the conception ot the VDn!Uard 
part, as a .ectton or a Marxist International, clearly, unquls­
tlontb11. as we taka palnl 1n the critique to 'how, the SL hold. 
(cr. Sept.mber 13 WV Supple.ent) 4 revolution In Ch1le, and prl­
IWDabl, anY1fhere .ra •• can b ... de 1D. 1h! "b.snce ot a Lenlnl.' 
combat part,. 1!.lthoY!, an Intematlonal coaunlet part~. The~ 
Should stnte What material/historical changes hav. transpired 
to render the International obsolete. no lonaer a crltte~l ~e-
01 •• 1t, (critical 1n the lense that Without It, thero will be 
og rovolutlc;.~). the, Ihould go further and atate when ani undor 
vhat clrcullstanc.1 .~rxl.ts ahould/lhould not call and work for 
wcb a no-loftser-neeessar, lnltru.ent. And so on, all down the 
line ot thelr ~ctual d1tterenc.l. But ln no cale Whatlolv'r: 
hay. th., the rlsht to continue hldln, their real Yiewl 1n the 
fa'hlon or eplgone. behind tho Iklrtl or Lenin and Trotsk,. who 
tOUsht all their 11 •• s f~r dlltlnctly d1rferent xlew •• 
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'It It:~l.,..r troa the above ~:1d troa the ten ~~t tollcas 
that the SL' .• A,prt'.ch to Jbr:o:I •• 1. not that o~ leDornlltCf u.d 
appl,1n,; :'oYolut1oh2ry 8trateg but the m.n1pul.G t!on of: LenI!! 
And Trota~!, •• o\&lt-r1aure. to pand,er ·to the aross lG'1or.lnce ot 
thoir ae.~~ro and 8Uppo~tert (tho ·clod.~· 1n ~~~e~:~:1's e~ole. 
phnule). It: requirea on17 l~1e lurc.t taell1nrlty ':!.t~ r~:-:::!s~ 
hiator,r to .ho~ ths scope anJ r--nSe or t~e d1tter~nee: b:~::~n 
·S~~rtl'.c1c,,- ar.el re,·olut10nary I·~rxla!!. For th!:; rC:\.:"Qn ':c h::. .. 
Inslated on p"l.'!1l\.n~ thelr quotas into thel::- hIstorIc:\! cente:t. 
".eal'.n:, wlth thoa 1n th1 conc'"fltte elr:\l':lst~.,r:e~ to 't~h1ch the. 
reter~ ~r olftbomt10n ot-i'hej;olnfY';-t-!1C' cr!t!~c~ t:;~'!:'C V·, 
examIne tho ae3nlnB ot the SL'e truncatl~ c~ '!=~or~le~ or 
Lenln'o lettar ot ~ugust, 1917 to the Centrol Co~~t~cc or t~, 
BolahcvUt Part)' (ot. pa8c8 t:., tt.) !n P_ttt.lc.l!l~;: le:oon::tr::.tc!J 
that what Lenin "aa actu4l1y 8ay1n8 1. dIrectly co:tn~c:":)o::ed Dot 
on11 to the SL'. sonerlll line (the SL la,. they ?'!"-:''':," c"~_l on 
the bourseols1e to outlAW taaclsa, In an analouo~f~u~t!on 
Len1n called on fCerena!ry who stood ct the head o~ a tourGeo!r: 
Rovernaent'to do Just ~hn-1) but also to the r.~~~~Z~ a:anl~~ ot 
the traBllents the SL quotes. The tact or the t::lt:cr 1:: t~l~t 
Lenin and Trotsky do not agre. an,where with wh3t the SL choose • 

. to present a. tbelr po11t1es. 

Bow 40 w •• coount tor thl.' To, .otle ertent, we haTe eon­
eluded, because the SL 1s not interested In the re~olutloD 1n 
Chile. or a~fher. else, but on1), 1n w1nnlng OTer the core DS~" 
an4 Impr,ls1onlb1e ot Amer1can rael1e&11 taken 1n by tla:~o~~t 
paradlns and lllUper-lett- .tances. flit that ls onl,. J:!lr't or the 
reason, ror th11 1s nothing new tor the SL and d1~ no~ wpr1n~ up 
overn1ght, No. Th1s subst1tution or rhetor!.c ro~ :ol!~lcs-1s 
amazlngl, 11a11ar to and or1sInatea troD the s~e s=~rce as the 
11ne or the Co.lntern atter the rlse of the post-~e~!nlst tr!~­
y1rlte to power .- the tact ls the SL lead1~ bc~,., 11ke the 
Stalln clique. 1. crnlcal about, does not toresee. ~.~ ~ol ~­
lli..~ !n 1h11 tRS ;llb1l1tx 2!. ~ pToletftT,!8n re-:'t':'!,.t1en_ ~·"'.At is 
what stood be Ind the bureaucratlca11y-sponsorc~ ~lt~-le!t tear 
1n atlgar1a and Estonta 1n 1924-25 arter L:::!n':: c!e:l~h 1::tlesl~ec1 
Zlnov1ev, that ls what happened 1n the Canto~ soviet u.~~er the 
1nltructlons of Stalln, that was "hat la1 beh1r.d t~! t!':eor7 or 
-soclal1sm ln one countr:r,- 01 eTer), nOTlce ar~.1n~ the ·'l'rots~­
lit- aoveaent can tell lOU. What the SL proB~ ro~ Ch1le ~pre­
lentl,' ln Ihort anel on a minl-Icale, 1. the 11~1:!~r.tlo~ or the 
pro1etllr1An reYolutlon and the soc'~A11It perspect;1-:e a!J the eC!I­
crete a1ternatlYI to the el1de back to barb3rlsc. ' 

-NeYer hftTe the llnea betweon reYo1utlor.sr7 :~~!~ G~ op­
portunla. be~n c1eorer, - SD)'S the SL. -The), are c!rn!~ 1n blood.. , 
the eoln 1n wh1ch betralols are pa1el.· Ce:;plte t~c !111temtc 
metaphor or dl'Ot,n 11nea ps)'lna coins ln blood, tb~ ~:t.s..! of trhat 
1s be1nBla1d 1s true. It 1s onl1 nec.ssor7 to r.~d th!s bl~ at 
opportunism str1ke. the SL hsrder thsn lts preruaed t~rset. I~ 
1s a ttuiall 0: the bod), ot anolYl1a creAted b7 l::tr:: t:U~ S:Cu.r-
1.nls~ and ad?enturloa dup11cAte opportunl=~, cn1 ell ~he~e 'e71-
.tlo:\t Iprlns tro. the ac.ne polltl~al lource. t:,e 11."l~. i)lo0¢7 
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OP oth.rvl •• , whlah .eparate. Harxl •• tro. revl.10nla. doe. not 
.t •• trom an occa.lonal alaevaluatton ot .oolal torce. or dltt.,. 
ano •• o.er tactlca, but rundamentall, and In the laat anal,.la 
o •• r a dltt.rlns eatlaat. ot the capaolt, ot the worklna ola •• 
to .. t. the communlat reyolutlon. The dlttereno. b.tween our-
•• 1y •• and tho •• who .et pollcy In the SL la ot thl' .. snltud •• 
alYolutlonArJ .ltu.tlon. and the r •• ponae to the •• a. exl.ted 

, oYe~ aonth. It. not year. 1n Chl1e, toaether with l.p.rlall.t 
var. represent the eurest te.t tor reyolutlonarle.. Ve have 
don. nothlns aor. 1n tht. crltlque to .stab1lsh tht. polnt than 
consult the public record ot the SL on the que.tlon and compar. 
It with r~rxllt Itrategy ln an.10gou •• ltuatlonl. And a. we 
ha •• Ih~vn,'aboye and below to the pOint ot exhaultlns the que.­
tlon, tor the Robertlonltea there 1. no party, there 1. no Inter­
national, there 1. no tran.ltlonal prosraa, there II no Itrate" 
to tight the counterrevolutlon, there la no conceptlon or the 
'alt-4etenle at the worklns clall .- there 11 Inat.ad putlchlat 
rh.torlc which .Icape. the charse ot crl.1nal betrayal onl, b •• 
oau •• ot the sr,'. lncapaclt, to U an,thlnl wlth It •• 1e"l, 

• • e • • • • • • 
V. ha~ ablolutel, no lllusion. ln the SL and It. leaderlhlp 

b, the tl •• we walked out, but at the tl.1 "e thousht It would 
delenerate over an eltended perlod to Itl baalo core ot .ectar­
Ian abatentlonlla In contoralty with It. polltlcal ylew., a lit­
tl. lesl openl, and conslltl, opportunl,t, and conslderabl, nut­
tle .. , than the \lorker, Laasue. It hasn't, bl a proce •• unknown 
to u, It hal loaehow accumulated moat ot the a~trlbute. ot -Third 
'erlod- Stallnlsm. vlth only a cracked, peeling tacade ot Trot­
,t,iaD and a dravertul ot quotel and Jargon remaining. Perhap' 
had no 'ltuatlon or the magnitude ot Chile Intervened, It no 
reaponle had been ursentll demanded ot the SL leadership to aa,' 
locethins In their paper about the Ch11ean altuatlon, the, could 
ha.e plodded along dovn the aalle old path tor year.. But It la 
clea. now that the dla.etrlc contradiction b~tween thelr verbal 
clal. to reprelent lo.e variant or Trotak,1111 and thelr real 
polltlc. haa,been torced bl eventl out Into the public y1ew. 
CUr crltIquI'w111 then prelent an 1ntere.tlns problem tor the SL 
leaderahlp, lt mu.t either malntaln a ItO", pub11c allence on 
the queltlon, together with an Internal hate/r1dlcu1e campaign 
( the .oat 11ke1, varlant), or derend their llne, and thu. break 
wholl, with their 1alt pretenle to ~.rxla. (a. thel have done: 
In actuallty a lons thle °8°), or the, muat repudiate their line. 
The latter coura. 1. the only re.pon.lble one, or courle, Which 
la vhJ they dare not purau. It. Por 1t la clear that the -re­
Sl •• - waa dlrectl, Invol.ed 1n the ror.ulatlon It not the actual 
writln, or thl. 1noredlble l1ne, and the crltI0 1nllde the·SL 
•• 1ft the .er1 unllk.1J c.s. on. now III It. •• would b. torOid 
to alt hla.elt •• ,what ar. the root. or Cht. abcea. and how oan 
" be torn outt '. 

It aak •• an lntar •• t1ns que.tlon, D'.lt c'-pa.' ' 

-. 
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",It 1. how belns lald that it 1. the dut7 or the YaB­
suai'd to engage 1n a~ Attton 1ft order 'to ~ee~ up '. 
the ~oo.lnl ot the.l revolution,' Let me reAd IOU the 
tollow1nc ,.'I.Se. 'The aoet important thins 1, the 14..-
10810a1 oonq~eet ot the .ansuard, Vlthout It eyen the 
t1rlt Itep toward Ylotor,r beoomel leposl1ble. ret tro. 
there to the tlnal Ylotory 11 etl11 quite & dlstanc4. 
One cannot v1n v1th only the .anguard. To eno-sse the 
yanguftrd In deoll1.e struggle betore the entire clas •••• 
and the broad mae.ee have taken a posltlon br which the,r 
oan elther .upport the Yanguard dlrectl,. o~ at lesst 
ezpree. thelr benevolent neutrallt7 ••• would not ~e Dere-
1, tol1" but a crime as vell.' 

: The asn Vho vrote this 1. tortunate thmt he to .. s not 
yet been labeled a *Levlte.' though he still has eftr"7 
ohsnoe to beoo.e on'. He Ie Len1n. 

_eLlvI's derenle berore h1s erculslon ta 
April 1921. tro. the Ce~~ Co:ounlst 
Party. ~ 1!t ~ Verbr;:~en7 

!h! gyest ton !2!. E!!!! 1!!!!1 ve have quoted er.ensl Yeb troa 
Paul levi" Q[t Course A«atnst Putschtse 1n the crl~lque ot the 
SL'I Ch11. 11ne o~ abstentlon11t putsch1s. vhlch toll:vs. The 
reader ma1 vell t1nd thll Issue obscure. Since tey co~te~o~ 
radlcels are avare ot Levt, hls role 1n the Co~nlst ~terca­
t10nal In the era ot Len1n, the 1921 Cer:sn -rArch Actlon,- hi. 
polealo agalnlt adventurlla, etc., a brlet erp1~nstlon ot the 
hlltorlcal role ot the aan and his vork 11 1n o~!r here. ~e 
will not conoeal troa the reader that an e1haustl~e conslder­
ation or the Levi case, hls tall trom power 1n beth ths Ce~ 
Communist Part, and the Comlntern, and the mean1ng an~ lmpll­
cations ot thl1 tall, has proven an Important coc~onent 1n'~ 
development as Marxists 1n the palt 7ear and a ~~lt. V1thout 
dtverains 1nto turther detail at thil polnt, the polltlesl que.­
tlons ralsedb, thll hlltorical elamlnAtlon represent a cent~ 
d1vldlnl line between ourlelvel and .ost ot the ce~teaporar.r 
-lett.-

Levi va. a oontemporar1 ot Len1n, knew Lenin 1n exl1e 1Il 
Switzerland during World Wale I. and was a eul)porter or the 
luxeabura-Hehrlns-Llebknecht antlvar reYolutlonar" SpsrtAcus­
bund In the Ifartia. German Social Deaocnc1. 

Vlth Il backdrop ot Cerman deCeat In the World !:ar .!td the 
Rusllan Revolut10n In the East, a lerles ot organlzstlo:s1 rup­
tures took pl~ce·ln the German Soolallst mo.eeent 1n 1911 and 
1918, out ot lome or the remnants or thele splits, 1uxe~burs 
an4 the Spartacul r.uole1 roundod the Ce~n Co:--unlst PartT on 
the lal' d31 ot 1918. A tew •• ekl later a larsel1 svontaneou. 
workers' uprl11ns 1n Berlin -- vhat has lone ~C~~ 1n hl!tor,r 
al tho ·Spartacus Putsch- -- was crushed by the so~lal de~o­
cratic governaent vlth the aid at protorasclst ~elkorp. troop •• 
and In the attlraoth ot reprelslon thl leadlns c~~re or the 
ICPD ".rl _I'dlreel. The le.eterlhlp ot what was lett ot Cenaa 
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.oa.uftl •• ·.tt.r the uprilin. -- d •• or.lll.d, 1101.t.4 .nd 411 • 
. ,Z'.4ltM •• till to LeYl., .. . . 

It 11 DO .sasseratlon to I., that .tter the d •• th Or Lux ••• 
~PI, LeYl, 1ft .11 probabi11t,; val the onl, r.Yolutlonllt out-
114. Rul.l. who under.tqQ4 the rudl.entary polltl01 or Bo1.he-
911., the IUbe.qu.nt hietor, ot the Co.lntern bear. out thl • 
••••••• ~t. It vaa under Le.l" 1eed.r.hlp that Ceraan'ooaaun-
1 •• rousht asatn.t the Ylru. 0~.u1tra-1ertll. whloh .rreoted 
thl whole .ovement. ev.n Into the leadership ot the aulsian 
part, an4 the CO.lntern.· It vaS under hi. le.derHhlp that In 
• period ot lei. than two yearl the KPD grew tro. a handrul or 
.llitant. to apartJ or hundrede ot thousand. or membera. 81. 
pole.le tro. prllon asalhlt thl lect.rlan 1eaderlhlp or hll ova 
part, on thl approach to take to the loclal de.oerats .t the 
tl.e ot the 1920 Kapp putloh, va. conlldered .~emplarJ by Lenlne 
he Inttlatld thl taotto or the united rront In v.st.rn EUrope. 
In • 'lmll.r'manner to that outllned by lenin In -tort-Wins­
;omcynlsml dn Inrantil, pi'0rder. Not accidental J. he .at a. 
ohalrman to the SIoon4 Con,r ••• or thl Co.lntern In 1920, 

Mor.oyer thl pole.l0 Leyl wrote In response to hi. part,'l 
adYlnture In the March Action. ~ Course Against Putschls •• II 
4ulel clo •• l, related to Lenin'. -~-Wln5- Communls~ In It. 
conceptual .laboratlon or the reletlonshlp betwe.n the Karli.t 
part, and the c1 •••• and It la thla aspect or hla'vork which v. 
haya &ade use' ot In our oritlqu.. In ract these t~o worka. to­
Slther with Trotsk,'s The ~ Coursp and The r~!S0l! 2t Octobe[1 
are the t1nest and moat comprehensive th.oretlcal statementa on 
thl nature ot the communist party In the period ro110wlng the 
SolaheYlk Rsyo1ut10n. (Interestingly enoush, !l! these worka 
ar' errectlYelT Ignored by the present-day ·Trotak,lst- eplgon •• , 
c1th~JSh tor narrow purpo.e. ot chronic Internal ractlona11.a . 
the terAenc, wh1ch calli 1teelr the -International Commlttee ot 
the Pourth Internatlonal- -- .ore on th.m In part 111 ot thla 
~!iductlon -~ hal partlall, rehabl1ltat.d The Lessons 2! ~. 

LeYI came Into confllot with the 1eadlns strata or the Co •• 
Intern atter the Second Congre •• 1n two major area •• the contin­
uation or the Comlntern ultra-lett line -- later senerallzed 
ape~ltlcally aa the ·theory of the orrenelve- -- and over the 
taottc ot the .echanlcal application or the -21 Pointe" or .rtll. 
latlon to the Com:unlat Int.rnatlonal. to split •• ctlona along 
presuaed rerormlst/revolutlonary lin... In the tor •• r ca •• ·•· on. 
vGU1d haYe presumed hia political congru.nc. with lenin, who 
wrote -~tt-Wlnw,- Communis! apeclr1ca11, ror the S.cond Congrea. 
ot the CIt But the po11ttcal tocu. resu1tln! rro. the d1acu,. 
alon or the ·21 POlnt." asalnat reror.ls. and oentrll. save·ttae 
Con,r •• a a 4ec1d.4 -lettlat- bla •• and lenin'. work did not let 
the att'ntion it d".rY.d tor .nother ,.ar. 

alno. 1.nln'a an4 Trot.kJ'. -leaderlhlp· ot the Comlntern 
... onl, noetnal. and 11nc. In an, oaa. the cr1t10al praotloal 
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4a,-to-do1 worl w •• In the hand. ot the blovh4rd a. ZlnoTley. 
the pre.14~nt ot the CI (then on an adventurlst tear). a~d hi. 
prl.ate·caaarl11a or Radek, Bela Xun and a.sorted lnco~etant 
Bulgarians alld Hufllarlanl -- kno"n a. the -Little Eureau-: ln 
Gonteaporar1 Watersate terainolos" the ·Colltntern ~l·1:lbers· 
-- trlctlon bet •• en the leaderahlp or the el and establlshed 
leadera ot national parttes val a toresone concluslon. Crlslnat­
Ins a tactic k~okn 1n the Trotsk11st moyement toda? as ·Ps~lo-
1st- organ1zatlonal aanlpulatton, Zlno,,1e. en~lneerec:! a c:~th~ 
or work or oreatlns pr1vate ract10ns In nat10nal s~ct10ns ·,her­
ever the lea~et.hlp would not kowtov to the -Little ~u~e~u.· 
Leyl 1n no wa, objected to the ptlnc\ple ot the -21 Polnts·, 
neYerthelese, together w1th the ~achanlcal wpllttlng operstlo~ 
In reluctant ot tact10n-ridden national partles run bl -Little 
Bureau· wlldmeh, these m.thods were suarenteed to rutn the eoa­
.unl.t International 1n short order. 

The p8rtlc~1@t 1nstance wh1ch led to the exploslon bc~~eea 
levi and the Cl came at the LJvorno conterence or the It~ll~n 
Socialist Part~ lh late January, 1921, where the spllt foreed 
by the Bulsarian Kristo Kabakch!eY and the BUn!arla~ I.t~r: 
Rakosl (arter 'lor1d Uar 11 the hoto!"lous StalInist !-.atch~t!:f!.ft 
and butcher ot the HUnsarian workers) destr,oved the party. b::e~­
Ins 1t r18ht down the middle lnto a majority reror:lst r1s~t 
and a sectarian abstentionist minor1ty ultra-lett led by A. 2~r­
dlga-- but wlthout creatl a cOl:lljunlst nucleus. Le,,! obJec~­
edt R~kosl torced a rl 1 ed vote or conf1dence tor the CQ~~­
tern.11no In the KPD Zentrnle analogous to the Poll~boro). :he 
LeYI-Zetkln -rlsht- lost the "ote by a narrow corGtn. a!'1d ~sl&"" 
ed thelr leaddrshlp posts. A deracto but tlot lc::~dlate O"'-n 
spllt alona r1ght.-lett lines ln the Cerman party .::u thuc- co:'t­
summated, (The best avallable assessments of the r~rch ~e~lc~ 
and· lts 1mpilcationS are Helmut CNber's lnt.errat!-:-"'l £5;'=,J:tl.~" 
10. ~m 2! Llllnin. \lerner Angrees'. Stll.1boM1 ~=· .. ~lt~R!:.. a 
I14ss1Ye and perhaps derlnltive stud, ot the fallure C'!" qc~-:::'\:, 
cOliWlunlsm from 1919 through the Cercan Cctober In 192). 3!'d' ~tO 
short studies Wh1ch appeared In the pases or the I\.=~rlcan i'e"J.tl.!J. 
I"tern8tlor,lal 1n 1942-4), t~alter Held' s ·Uh1 the G~r:!1n EC70:''..!­
t10n . Fa'lled" and a rep11 to Held by .:arc Loris.· -The Cie~~~ ~!­
Yolutlon 1n Lenin's Tlme.- The Cruber book orters ~he b~~t !~:u­
.entar, treatment together wlth a running po11t1cal co::!:e!':~:7 
on th& interdependence ot the Cerman' and Italian e1e",ts. ~~,ber 
a"d ";;8ress are bourge01. scholars not 81iDpathetlc to co~ .. ls~, 
by colncldence, both Held, JlUrdared with h1s taclly ~1 S~_.l!" 
whlle·rleelnS tro. the Naz1 advance, and Lor1s. tle~e tor:'!:, 
secretarlel to Trotlk,.) 

·The rolloHln8 month arter the change In the Gc::s" lea~er­
shlp or the party the liarch Actio" took place, which ley! sub­
sequently character1zed as -the 8reatest Baku~1nlst ~~tsch 1~ 
hlstol1,- The KPD at thll tlme Was tormall, led by 3ra .. dle~. 
Thalheimer a"d Prollch. who were to play such a lace",t4ble rele 
1" the revolut1onar1 ,ear ot 192), where the que~tlo~ or coc.~-· 
lit t •• olutlon 1" Cer"n, waa pOled ••• and under their lea~ershlp' 
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•• 10.t. The 1921 uprl.1"s ~.ted .bout • w •• k aft4 ",UI Oh::'l'" 
a.t.rlc.d b, r.cki •• 1 firebrand propasanda. the .ettlnt: n: the 
."'.plo,ed .,al".t the e.pl01ed worker. at faotorle •• ~ i":r 1,1~~ 
•• ttl~, ot the ooamu"l.t. a,aln.t the Ger .. ~ vorkl"B c=~~u, ~r4 
attl8pt. to ·,.l.a"lz.- the worker. b, •• an. ot pro.o~~tl~"~ 
aft4 1ftdl,or1al~t. terrorl'.' the aotlon " •• brok." h1 ~~c· 
polloI aft.r a ~ak~ and the KPD w ••• e.erel, dl.crt4i~~J. 

'e, Th. open dl.pute which tol10wed ahook the Co"I"tCl~·~' n:1.l , ' 
,01"ted a tinsel" ot re.ponslblilt, at th~ Zlnovlov la:\"':l':tt,:'~i 
aftd \t. tu"ctlonarlel 1" Germany. the notorioul Se13 "J:, '.\1:1 .'. 
Popft1 (Pepper,' ot later' CPUSA ra.e) •• on, thiia. 'Tho ll:1. ' 
take" b, ~ha Ze .. trale (a"d backed b, the eomh,t.11' l(;c~d~-"":~~r'" 
JUltltled the actiO". Se1t-rlghteOUIi, It b1a.ed tho c~~,~" 
workerl a~4 "ot It. 0"" tactic. tor the deteat I:e'.nd JI~~!.~t;fl ~" 
do the lame thing .gal" al soon aa posllb1e. Unobl. to C~~ ~ 
h.arlft, 1nald. th.o'KPD whose 1eader.hlp w.it'ooncCtmed un).;" t.o) 
oovar up,lta 0'"" .nd the cl's dirt, Levi Went outlldo th'J l'~~ot;;.': 
to publllh nJt Course As"lnst pytsehtsll In the be11c~ ~~~~ tl:~:,', 
future or the Ger.an '.rty .nd the rate ot the Corasn R~'~"~";!n:"I' 
dep.nded on • complete alrln8 or the "arch mlatakea 1n rl~:'~'o t :'c~,., 
or the worklns 01.... InateaeS, he was limply expelled !'~\I!': \.: ••. : 
KPD on aroundl ot vlol.tlon ot dlaclp1ln •• nd lack ot '~~1~,:\1'-', . 
lt1 .nd subject.d to • camp.1Rn ot Inten.e vlllltlcAt!.oll. '\C .,:" " 
~r.neRade- and a traitor b, the Aotlon·. Inl ttatorl'l th') ::.::~ ,': 
luou. (Int •• ou.) ot theae .t tacka 1. K. Radele' I -Dtlr ~'.",~. l.:.;"~," 
repr1nted In p.rt 1n the Gruber book cited .bo.e. ' 

'nte Levi ca.e " ••• centr.l fe.ture ot the 'nIli'd C;)il:;::"~'D~ 
.r the Comlnt.m In June 19211 the .1arch Action w"e t!.,,- !-'~:~" 
tor the repudiation ot the -lett- course which until ~h~' ~! . 
dOllln.ted the CI. Lenin and Trotlk, demonatratlvel: p~.'~.:·,.1 
th •• lelve. ·on the r1sht- .t thl. con8re.l. The thl;o:,~' ~:" t~l~ 
otten.lv. "., repudiated • .,d replaced with .n orlcntc.t::nn i:~ 
•••• work. aut In onter to head ott a apll t In the Co~·.:lt;'!&11 
and •• 1v.g. the ne" Cenaan leaderahlp. dllcul.lon 0:1, t;~~~ !eC.t',:li 
- ••• e.er.l1 11el ted, and a ·co.proale. to the lett- •.• e.~l~u",--
11 an unprincipled and terrlbl, unwlse·c.pltu1atlon to ~!&:t,~,,!t 
_. "., neaotlated b, IAnln and Trotsky. In which La"I' a '!~'rul­
.Son tro. the KPD "a' upheld b, the CI While h1! l~~~ "~d ~~~,~" 
Ict n •• r1, In all re.pects. ~aturo1l,. tor the Llltl" ~Iri:: .. ~ 
and th.lr trlendl, thl. ".1 read a. thelr oo.pro.llc to ~:~c 
~l.ht. . 

V.lte,. Reld, olt.d abo.e. de.crlb •• the polltlcnl "on~t'r~ 
.r the coaproal.el, and the wcy Trotlk, Cand prelumab1, 1"~1I='11) 
read their 11snltlcanc., In this aanner. 

·the 'oo.proal •• to the lett' on the Cera.n que.t!o~ Ken 
.pproaleate1, I. to110w •• The '"aroh Action' HAD An' ,~_ 
.ano. In.or.r .1 the Ger~an ~art1 led larse .0.... Snt~ 
the Itru~~le, it w.I neyerthele •• a Ira.1 .rror lll:.,r,.r 
a. the p.rt1 tor.ook A detenll •• line In ta.or ot .:'.I' o~ •• 
tinilY, one, IAvl'. ·~rlt"lcl.' ••• lthoush .enel'llll: \'::l'2·l~t. 



Ilsnltl' •• breach or dllolpl1ne end therefor. hi. ezpul­
lion vaa JUltltle4. 

That Trotak, vaa not altosether aatt.tled with thla eoe­
promla. _aa olearl, ey14ent both In his report ar.d partte-
1,at10n In the debAtel. Thul he attempted as tar al pOSe 
Ilbla to veaken the pOlltlon that the t~reh Action •• 1 a 
atep torward, -When W. la, that the Kare.b. A:tlo:'l val a 
,tep torward, "e mean -- I, at lealt do l ae14 1ntroduce • 
• parenthetical remark that TrotskJ eyldentl, "th~~~t· 
It nece.earJ to"llmlt hllllelr.7 -- the tact thst the eo.­
~nlat Party Itenda beroreus a •• united tftde~~n~ent 
.elr-autt1ctent part, which has a posllbllity or ln~epen­
dentl, eht.r1ns the proletarian atrugsle.- 6\tter thl. 
conce.alon to the seneral rhetoric ot the Cor-gres., the 
speaker .dopted an "oltoaether dlrforent tone ~h!n he'dls~ 
cussed the March .dYenture more eoncretel,. -The .~reh 
Action 1. not to be derendod •••• The attec~t or the psrt~ 
to pla, , l.adlns role In a are.t easl co~e=!nt was not 
succe •• tul •••• nd vhen we aa, ve'll throw Paul Leyl out the 
w1ndow and ~e d1acu •• the .~rch Action In eo~ruslns phra­
leol087 al ~a r1rst attempt', 'a atep forwa~', we are, ' 
In a vord, With phra.emonaerlns coyerlna up the critique. 
but ve ha •• not tult111ed our dut,,-

that this eOllproalse to the lert vas in tact a eapltulntlcn to· 
'he ultra.lett. ean ea.11, be leen In this conclusion or eel4· •• 

• ,.'~11e theJt treated the putschlsts w1lh ~el~et sloyes, 
the the.el ! or the RussIan delegatlon-' L~Qthe:&tlsed the 
critic. or the ultra-Iettlst.. It 18 no won~er, then, 
that thl'lladlrl or the ".rch Actlon had no !:.!.sgIY1n.!s 

'about -.doptln! In principle the theses presented b7 the 
Rusilan dellgatlon- and onl, exprelsed objection to ~rat. 
1k7'. Interpretation of the theses,- " , -.~I. Held. -'1h1 the Cerman Reyolvtlon Palled-. 

Fourth International, Janu~r.r 19~). pp. 21-1 

1'hl1 method or dealing vlth' LeYI and Its l~lleatlofts aft4 
elrtalnl, ... precedent w.s perhapi the worlt 1l1stue t!\e Co:.::u~ 
1st International In the era of Len1n and Trotsky -- the rlrst 
tour tonsre.lel -- ever made. An expulslon tor t~e fo~l rea­
Ion ot,-breakln! dlsc1pllne- when the actIon undertaken by the 
part, vas an error borderlns on a crime asaln.t, t~e vorkln! 
cl.l. val outraBeoul, further. to repudlate • s~~~e~=~~ to~ • 
counterpoled political line vhlle adopt1n! hl. l!ne 1s • tlat 
denial of the Lehlnllt practice or ractlonal decocrnc7. It Is 
llloaleal to boot, to expect ultralett. to carry out G -rlght-
1.t- line, vhlch they nelther believe In nor ur.~er~t.nd. Is ab­
IUrd, In all probobillt, the tate or the Cercan ~e~olutlon tva 
,oars 10ter "01 sfoled b1 this ContJOeS8. since el~:lrly tHe tallure. 
or 192) wlro predoilinantl, dUI to thl lncapaeltr or the subser­
ylent Brandler-Thalhelaer leadership which replftee~ LeY1. Yhl1. 
it II ot cour.e an open queatlon .1 to vhether Leyl could haYI 
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114 the Cerman Communl.t r.evolutlon. It 1. unque.tlonabll that 
thl 1.a4D:,.hlp "h1ch follow.d h1_ Dould not, Ih!%. thl -l.ft.­
.t 1921 ce4e eyery .ln81 •• , .. etrlcal rlabtl.t .rror POillbl1 
in allslnG thl o~~ortunltla. ot 1923. 

In the attc~th ot ttl tal1ur. ot the Cerman Ootobir tvo 
,.ar. ntter the "~'h"C1 C,',nsre.1 ~ and •• pec lal1y att.r the l.tt 
oppo~ltlon re~~£t:dlY CAme In conrliot with later bureauaratlo. 
al1,.apo~torej ~otlenl ot .arioul klndl (al tor exampl. the Can. 
ton .0yleL) Trot~rl .nd wh.t w •• to become the Pourth Interna­
tional .h~rp17 ~~~~ the compromlle line ot the Third Con-
ar •••• · a1:houBh 1~otsk, had been a Ipokesman tor It at thl ·tl .. 
to .om. tearec'-- retuslnc to call the Action a ·put.oh,- H.,.­
art.r. Inct.aa. 1:otlky would characterlz. th. period ot the 
e! up to th.: June 1921 Co:~gresl al onl ot ·adventurls.· and 
·put.ohl'e.- Go~. troa hi. pollmlc. now arl the concl1latlns 
cOYlr phr~ .•••• lnatl'ad. reterrlng to the dlsgu.tlng Stalln-Zlno~ 
yl.vhablt ot pas.lng ott deteats .s victories, lubltltutlng 
'lu.t.r an4 IUpar.mll1tant ultra.leftlat rant tor Marxllt .na-
1,81. end class!t:"1na opponent a as demoralized elements. liqui­
dator. or rllbtlat ••• all the hallmarka ot the Cer .. n and £eCI 
-l.tt- art.r thl rallure or the Harch Action •• he ISngle. out 
a. the top clique'. targeta all thoae who ·were able to lee bet. 
ter and eorl cleilrl, the event. ot ,es terda" today and to.orrow.· 
Thl. 11ne 1. ta!!en from ~tr'te«x end Tact I£! Q[. the Impert.!ll,,,~ 
~. one ot Tr~t.k,·s moat Import.nt theor~tlcal works or the 
~1920·., In Another p •••• se rro. th1s work •• transcl"rc.i. 
nl.cent or the.~uote rrom Levi at the heading ot thl. ,ectlon.· 
he wrot.. -Had the Lett, ot that tl •• triumphed at the Thtrd 
Vorld Congr ••• , Lenin would havi been classed tosether wlth' 
Leyl. Clftra Zetkln, and others In the r1Bht wlns'on the e •• e 
It'Oun4a. - trotr~:7 retalned this Iv.luatlon thereatter, and lt 
appears, tor ox~m,le. In G thee11 pre.ented to a 19)6 Fourth 
Intern~tlona1. ~re~onrlrenoe. -The Evolution ot the eo_Intern.-
It 1. only reJrettabll th3t the opportunity and tlse never aro •• 
wh.n Trotlkl h2~ the opportunlt, to reth1nk and Iratea.tlca11, 
reconolclar the 1ll1~ and roll he and Lentn pla,ed at the Third 
el Conlfcl'1 for th1a 1. 1n part wherl the I.ed. ot the dete.t 
ot the 1923 :-ftvolutlon "1'!) , lottn. 

It 1. vo,:"th hotlng hor. that the Held piece which WI have 
,,.ot.d abovo .. nd "Ith t~:\OS. the.l. v. lubet.ntlallr .gr •• de •• l­
op. It. hlrto·.l-:\', p~~~!,~~'tlye tro. thle leter .I~w or Trot.IE" 
.It II an ezcoptlon.1 plecI, atter the death ot Trotsk, the . 
Pourth I"tc~';-~'· .• ,,""rl' crtcct . Junked thll ylew and rev.rted to 
the larller '71".: :l~ld ~r Lenin. Trotskr and thl -JU'llan thee •• -
at 'hi time or the Thlr~ C'ngr.... fb. rea8~Q tor thl1 r.Vlr • 
• ton r41 ••• quo.tlon. tAr b.,ond the lOOP' 0 thl. not. on Levi. 
The ".arc ~:olD -.n:tMe:o to !t~lcl 1. ln the lattel' .eln. C.ntral 
to bl. thell. II the clen1al th.t the 1921 Act10n w •• a putlch. 
and to ,ro •• :':.1 caee he quote, yo1u.1noully tro •• arlou. vrl t.; ., 
1ft1~ u~ Len!n, ~tlk1 et. Al. In 1921 •••• nd c.retul1, torSlt ••• 
to .entlon th. w.~ the queltlon .a. handllcl b, hl. own acye •• nt 
0 .... the 14 , ... \:'.~ 4tter 1926' 
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••• lawy.rl without ollent., doctor. without tnowled!8 er 
patl.nt., b11l1ard-pla)'lns .tudent., oouerclal tra •• Uft'8 
and _rlou. ao" or. la •• un.aYOI7 Joumall'~' ot the 
sutter pr •••• 

.- ftarz, on the Italian .ectloD or the 
~1r.t Internatlonal. 

The author. or the tollowlns anal,al. or the Chllea.~ 
oounterre.olutlon and loae central polltloal 1ssues rlowl~ 
fro. It -- the Coamunlat Internatlonallst Group -- 1 ••• :all 
orsanlzatlon compo.ed malnl)' or tormer 1eadl~~ ee:~ers of the 
Spartacl.t tea4ua. Although this represents our tlrst ;bbl1c 
atatement aa a Iroup, the group In ract hal existed In loose 
tora .1noe ald-19'12. lIe walked out or the SL at thst tieS! 1ft 
the aftermath or a traRI-coalc. totall, Inept atte:~~ to tors 
a taction. a tendenc" or at lealt 8o~e kind or o,posltlonal 
grouping to the Iheer polltlc.l In.anlt)' and lelr-.e~ln~ 
bnatallt1 of the ollque at the top which OtfnS th! SL. IlS the 
aonth-lons cro8cendo ot denunciations. Ylolatlo~s of elece~ta1 
collUftUnl.t-moral nor,,'. apartment ransacking •• the yl tUJ!!rcNS 
revving up ot the Int.rnal gossip mill., thert c! prl~te cor­
reapondence, conte.'lons, p!:),chologlcal plstol-'!hl~p1."'-Ss. ex­
torted or Yoluntar1 lelt-condemnatlona. and Uft4r.!=~~s yot •• 
rose to a Ihrleklns ollmax, we concluded that ne!~~et the 
-stru~~le- we were trying to wage, 8odat~ul11 ~cor as It was. 
n2t the SL. were worth the ettort, and acted acco~ln!lT. the 
SL Ju~tlfle. tht. rupture, Which took out roughlr a third or 
Its ~lected leadership. a. a b,-product ot It. ·~r.ansfo~tlOD·' 
for our part .. we -transtoraaed- ourselves from Ii collectlo:a or 
desperate. pathetIc -SL loyalists- to outslde o~s!~ers ot a.~ 
apollt1cal ·polltlcal- madhouse In the period or a~ut a ~onth. 

The whole h11tory ot the SL -- from before t~e tl~e It ... 
even lelt-advertlled as a -League- to the present -- Is one 
long hletor,t ot ·cllque tlshte-, of -looking ou~· opposlt!on­
lsts before they even know they !It opposltlon!s~s(l) throu,;h 
the lIeehanl'lI or an internal poll t leal poll ce r.e::~for~ or -lls­
tenlnR poet,- unknown to the membersh1p and_accountable not to 
the orBanllatlon but onl, to dobettson. °T)plcal of the SL oper-

.atlon 1. thit our srouplns .,.a aushed and Wholl~· traEoent~ -
and the Whole ••• bershlp or the or!anllatlon lined up against 
us In'a .erl.1 ot coapullory (and unanleoul)cend~~~tor.r vot •• 
--betore w. were able to hold even a 11~le meetl~~ ot the 
p.opl. who would have aad. up our 'end.nc7' In ract. auch as 
Int'lDll •• atlftl Dly.r took pl.o~. 

Had v,'been able to functton unmolested .s A tendenc7 
U.e •• within the narrowl,-restrlcted boundl at y1nt! lctlve 
haraaaaent arrorded dissidents In the Co~n1st Fort)' ••• or 
WJl the S"»» tor an outllde period of perhaps six months. 1t 
la antlrel1 within the reala Of pos.tbl1lt1 (a. aobertsoD 
hl •• elt hal prl •• tel, contlded) a larae mlnor1t, ot the 
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ICY It.ell a"d probabl, the aajorlt, ot the then unbroken RCr 
leader.hip oould haYe b.en won to our 'oPPolltlon' tor the a.l • 
• fnt r •• lon that their orltloll.s ot and deolared hostl1lt, 
towardl the -Robertson resl.e- paralleled .nd In loae 0 •••• ' 
a •• " antedatld our 2!!Jl heelta"ni arttculatlon or thea. It .11 
worth notlna here that 11 ~ frecllell !I2! 1b1! lectloD 2! lb& 
11t. -at t h, ~ t tee the 'RCX Nat onal COllUlt ttee. that the _.t 
lIa&bcyant .n4 le1t-.00ulatory !!! culpa •• repudl.tioD ••• elt­
oondemnatlon., .t~ •• al~ -- later. ot cour.e -- «ro.el11ft« 
en'lottated- hoaann.hl to the tor •• rl, oonte.ptible Roblrt.on 

. ll.dlrlhlp ... nat.d·, (00p1el .vallable on request). The bJped­
up oPpoll tlon- brr"d"~ vi tchhunt at.Olphere •• r.ed the r'~I_ 
to 1h1! eztent. however, that at the tt •• v. lett the SL ve ha4 
not had the opportunlt, ot de.lloplns !nl clear articulated 
orltlque or the SL pheno.enon as a whole, It, program (with 
which a.t the tl •• we belieVed ourlelves In seDeral .sr .... nt __ 

. 01 In the dall, repeated and never Ivalu.ted ritual phrase tor 
Internal consumption, -the un1quely correct prost •• -) Itshll­
tOI'7 or orsanlc re14tlon to 1tl org.n1z.tlonal and proBr .... t10 
proSlnltorl. the American Soolo118t Workerl Party .nd the Brlt­
llh Healyltl Soclallet Labor Le.gue. Ue. had no ·progr •• •• In 
other vorda, .t that time Which vent lublt.ntla11, be,ond our 
t.elln!, ot dlsgult, loathing -- 1nc1udlns a he.vy dOle ot lelt. 
loathln., tor havIng put up vlth such. 11nlchole ot orap tor 10 
10ft!: -- .nd 11mp1e hatred ot th11 lav.se car1c4turo or 0 OOEm-

• gnlet orBanlzatlon mouthing 8801 or the wordl or the Ideal I to 
whloh We veri 00 .. ltt.4 While practlclns tbe direct 0ppollte. 

At the lame time. hovever p.rtl.1 and Inertlculate -- tor 
want or an .pproprlate analytlc.l aode1 -- vere our -r •• pant 
cllqullt proc11.1tlel- (the overripe proia II the SL· •• ~.nbt OUI'I, 
and 10 forth. what val olearly Indicated was a fundamentally 

" ~OUDttrposed va, of 100kln8 at the whole conception of l-klrxl.t=. 
lltol'lcal .ethode and the Lenlnllt conoeptlon of the revolutlon­

a" part1 !M. 1!!. purpose. The.e or cour.e are. on11 two eua-
·pl •• ou~ of many. let.t leaat thll mu~h la l~plled In our yer" 
•• rl, recosnltlon or the SL internal 11fe al that or a -Slzan­
tln' cl1lar-. whOle :orrupted .oraltty val deltructlY, or coa­
.unl.t conlcloulne.1 and beneath conteapt, vho.e -progra.- wal 
11 l'Alt totall, dl.orced trom realtt,. vho.e -runctlonl""- (1101) 
val non-Ixtltent and whol' trade unlon/worklns 01.11 orientation 
W.I a cruel hoax and a fraud upon the a.aberlhlp. A .1aple 
anu .. ratlon or our ,arll •• t dltterenc •• vtth the SL on the quel­
tlan or the .ansuard part, alone 11 £uttlc1ent to 1ndlcate 
oounterpo •• d po11tloal. theoretlcal end ethlcal approache. to 
".nllt theory and practice. Li.ltationa or apace prevent aore 
than the Iketchlest eYaluatlon ~f tt,.ae co.ponent. here. But 
It II I.lt-evldent to an, revolutlonary that the ItniBBle tor 
the a_rzllt part, 1. primArily a central theoretlcal/pollttoal 
,robll., nit an -orS4nlzatlona1-/eubordlnate t.eue (an Inore41-
bll antl-tarzllt •• ntl-Lenlnlst leparatlon whoae or151nl 111 In .­
eaMon'. SlI'). a political probl •• which oontalnl In Itlelt III 
ot tha ItruSS1. tor. oonilitent ... t.rla11It, Harzl.t wOl'14 
yl... '01' ourl.1... 1ft the aLI 4'lplta aur own wllh •• and 
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atte.pte, tl~11, VI eould not Ihut our IYIS to the eeplrieal 
data ot Itupld brut.llt, and near-paranold Induce~ ~~zlet1 vhleb 
11 the nora or internal I1tl or reconcIle It with the ;roress~ 
8t tllht tor a eoamunllt Pro8r&S, and It Hal this cont~Jletloa 
vhleh pulhed dl Into a autetdal oonfrontation wIth the S~ -re­
,I.e· In ordet to .. lntaln our abl1lt, to aee the wo~ld arcu~ 
UI and aalva«, at least sOlie .Ihre~. ot our rlarx!~ cO:.::IUnlst 
Intesrlt, •. II, did not draw our concluelona ra~lC!lT, 0:' ~JSh 
thee to their Rroarammatle conclusions, tor a ~latlve11 long 
period ot ae.lra1 months because we d1d not kno~ y.h!th~r we vere 
11.p1, deal1ns with a treat outt1t or m,!ther t~~se ~er~r=!tle. 
had thelr ortetns e1aewhere. Indeed, ve thou!~t a~ the t~e or 
the ·cllque tlsht- and even tor a while atte",a~s, th3t we ~~ 
11aJ)1, been a.oked out and puahed Into .. Clnht 1):"e;:at'Jrelr (J) 
a. a result ot the top cllque-a pree~t1ve strl~e ~~1nst us. 
Indeed, 1t 11 .elt-evldent, now, that had we been a~le to ta~e 
ort our bllnder •• arller and art1cu1ate our ~ dlrr!r~nces v1tk 
th1. pleci ot 'ollltled lunac,' we woulcl have tra.lked out r:onths 
or e.en.,eare earller. . 

• • • • • • • • 
'Ie consider a ehort alllple r.rratlYe ot the lntemal Itt. 

ot the SL aore than suttlolent rroundl to erpla~.n to l1...",-cna ·CO':1-
Yersant "l.th ~talln1.t orgftn1zatlonol practlces 0'.1::" t":'llkout rro. 
that organlzatlon·, i-le have 11 tt1e lntcre~t 1n ti1~ telllrJ; ot 
horror .torlee about SL -reg1me- 1un3cles be70nd those neeessar,r 
to t1eih out ala otherwise abatrnct atatement and to C0:1v:1 to 
the reader a teel tor whnt it 1s like Insld3. ,\t :~! ~;u:e tlll@ 
ve vlll attellpt to analyze the b)~5LrlcnJLIpc:lt~l tssl~ 2t 
pseu"o-Trot5ltY!Sll trylng for the first tlee to our kno~"ledse to 
go.beyond limp e ha~eca1l1nB and r~tall1ng ~r ext~-polltlc'l 
and ps,choanalyt1ca1 outragea to th!reb, render a polltlc,l 
account ot the exiatence ot the International pl~thol' or acrew. 
ball outtltl -- the. SL, "orker. League, Soclallst I4b"r WSUe. 
the rrenoh DCI and Llque Communlste, etc. -- which ;&SS thee­
.elye. ott to the general publl0 and th.lr own £e~~ersh1ps a. 
-nanl.t· an4 "Trotak,1.t -. 

The SL has .. de qulte a career tor lteelf ,~~llcl~ 
.. ah1ns the d1rt, laundry ot the !2~~~~nl -rrot~~ls~·cOYCeeB" 
and it 1. lapos.1ble to suess ""',t 1r. !:-ct; the; '~tl1.~ d t!ll 
their paRe. with ir aost or the.e lns1gnlr1cnnt outf1ts were to 
do the vork1n« cl.a. a tavor and go a"~,. aut after the, e~os. 
the atrClc1tle. 'aore or 1e.a accurat~l.,. :10 !'c:- r.e .<fe: cu. teU) 
or whomever tha,'te carrylns a knlre tor 1h!! w!e!:. th!~ s~op 
rar ahort ot attelllptln:t a hi stot1cal. !&l9'!J:!~?t !c .• r:~t:-edtolo­
«leal explanation or what theae groupa are, N~ere t~ey c~~ froa 
and -- e.en aore importantly -- how they get Il":'.~· ~'1th It. Th1. 
tallun to undertake I' mnterla11st e.plruaatlC'n 0:' t:~e -t~1(e lc~· 
11 by no ... nl acc1denta1, on the contrar1, Blv~~ ~~~e~.on·. 
Itrels ,on ·oontlnulty· Cor .elt-Justlflcation, there sre It:l aa1 
lot ot rock. -- lab.l1ed Cannon "n~ Hftalr. 1n tht' :~1n - thst 
bI. DD. • 111 b14 1£," r. l2Slil "''iC.; I ~o, :(I.:'f: 1 t 1.. IICo 
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• oabt lfttere.t1n~ to leurn Prokre.s1.e ·tabor Is al ·.orew.d-down • 
..... d .. nd-bound Stal1nl.t. lnlld. a. the, appear to the wor14 
out.l~e, that • proliinent le."er ot the Ce,lone •• -frot.",l.t.-
0,.ft1, tl1rt. with the CIA and I. -proteoted- (ttt, In thl. b, 
,~. S"', that the labor Co .. ltte. beco.e •• ore .e«a10IlDnlao, 
aop. IPaokpot •• et by week, that Heal,'. in~111h Soola11.t 
tabor WaItU. b.at •.. up even aore Internal d, '8'den~s than po11-
".al orponlnt_ (thl, undlrwent their tran.tormatlon .0.' tl •• 
'.", that the s~p lI.el -"a"r"at," taotlc. a!aln.t ltl dl •• l. 
'."tl f t " thllt the -Iork.rl Lea4'\l" I "ohltorth 1 •• po11tloal 
Ivln. vho o"'n,.1 hi' .1 '''1 wi th the •••• 1'.~u1.rl t, that ·he 
.han~'1 'hll look •••• vhll, allot tho •• are undoubt.d1, true and 
,robob1, even un~.rpla,.d. the boW! and !bll ot th ••• anti- . 
refkin,.~, !n1l-Qo~~unt4t aboalnatlon' are ne.er .xp alned, 
an or iiIf=.yIdift~ rea.onl. 

Thl Internal SL re~l.e ha. gotten even worse. Dver the 
,.ar., al It approachea It. proJected de.1,lte-Cannon1tl nor.1 
•• In MarY Tr.lser'. wordl, -"or.e than an1 St.llnl.t or~.nlza­
tloft I' •• ,yer b •• n In- (thl. tro. a perapeotlve ot ten ,ear. 1ft 
the 8tal1n1.t/ •• ol.t .oye.ent.) -- whtl. ltl outlld. lanctl.on­
loul h1)oorl., and preten.e ot -tact10nal deaocrae,· hal beoo •• 
I.en 80re Ihrill. V. otter the reader at • ., delerlDtl.e 1ncl-
dlntl' . . 

. lU.!1 lll1 Lentn'lt faCet ton/Spartac\.t Lefuue Pueton t 
Dur1n~ the earl, .onth. ot 1972 a tendenc1 prorea81n~ an -anti. 
retor~l.t- leal-8ea1,ltl, -lett-Trotsky1It- pro~ra. be~an to 
~e.llolt out at a prior opPolltlon In the S~IPt takln~ thena.e at 
thl -Lenlnl.t lactlon.- The ~ val virtually Identical pro,.ra.· 
.. tleal1, to the SL, at 1ealt on paper. and orRanlzatlonall, 
.ore co~petant than an1 pr10r S~P oppo.ltlon .1nce 19S).·'t)pl­
eall,. the SL dSd not att.apt to develpR the troup pollttcall, 
but contronted 1t or~anlz.tlonal1,. poalns the qUI.tlon to the •• 
IbOZtloD 2t capitulat1on. To th18 end, It transtor •• d.lta ala. 
,athl~er. pro-SL co-thinker. 1naldl the taction Into SL !!£nl! 
(WhO repeatedl, derJed thl. to th.lr then co-tactlonarr.~ 
'~en tUllon dlloue.lon. G~on~ the lea4erlhlpa ot the t"O or~anl. 
aatlon •• tal1ed over two que.tlonl -- lnYltlM the po11tlcal1,. 
ISallAr SL-expelled Vanguard Newaletelr group Into the tUllon. 
On Iroundl ot pro~ra ... tlo a,reeaent and the 'trons ve11-round" 
r •• erYDtlon. ot thl LP toward the SL ·res1.e· (th~ Ikeptlca1 LI 
had lotten • ta.te ot Cannonlte -Lentnl.t d.aocratlc centra11,.­
tro. the Barnl,-J(err, resl.1 In the oiUP' •• the SL _de an 
attlept to SUt and deltro, the tactlon or~anlzatlonal11 b, 81a­
ult.neoull, rl~pln& out 1t. a.entl pr,clpltoual, wlthout warne; 
lnl lD4 to110"ln~ .1allar earlier atte.ltt, ot the ~orker' LeaiU" 
tln4lrln~ the rl_lnln~ -111esal-. ~dl'lo1al- taotlon to the .. 
'IV' lla"erlhlp. 

fbi. ~I .. rt· ZlnoySe.llt-St.11nlat tactic ha~ two re.u1tl' 
aft Sncr.a •• d political publlo oontul10n 1n the creation ot ,et 
another pro~~tleal1, .I.llar but oppon,nt orgpplzi!,on. the . 
Clall StruUl. Lea"I' ADd. the dl.llop •• nt ot • nl" S lponlored 



• •• 
theoretloal peryer.lon ot the funda.ental question o~ de~ocratl. 
centrall •• and the yansuard part, In order to Justlt7 ~~on1t.' 
Zlnovl •• t or8anlzatlonal conception' or the talle~ tuslon. a 
totall, ahl.torlcal. theoretlcall, detectlYe eet~ph1s1c.l I.pa­
ration or thl hl.torlcal lenin lnto ·betore· n~d' -atter- coapart­
aent ••. Thll .,al a 01a'll0 ca.e or aore blatant than lat.:st 
revl.10nl.g •. The LP had wrltt.n a document, -Ce~ocrstlc Ceftt~-
1 •• •• ,In whld" the, described the leninist toro o~ Internal 
relation' a. ,-rreedo. ot crltlcl •• , unity or .etlor-·, tro~ 
lenin··.· 1906 atticl. ot the same nalDe (Coll~ctec! Icr!u, Vol. Z. 
pp 442-)), I~ tact thl. dl.elDballDln~ or the hlstorlesl Lenla 
wal one or the belt theoretical contributions to the I~rzl.t 
acyement··ln a leneratlon, despite Its aevere llo1~!Ltlons. 2ut 
the tup cllqu, In the ~L did not' a!reel the, toek O:'le loot at 
thla arro.ant heresy and recoiled In horror. to~ the LP had roce 
.0 tar aa"to dgotrast Lenlnllt norms ot tunctlo~!~~ with those 
ot the SI·IP ana the :iL. It 1. as clear to the iio~ertson c1rcl • 
• s to ourselve. that to enc,ourase internal cr1tic1s:!! or fr:'­
thlD~ In the sL would destroy that or~anlzatlon In short order. 
ror obvioul re·asonl. Nor was It oyer Joyed to learn ~he 1.:" h1d 
dJftcovered that leninist democratic centralls~ l:pllcltlr but 
clearl, c"ndem:ned the ·orr;anlzatlonal cethods- ':hlch predom!r.ated 
In the Fourth 'International atter the death ot ~rotsr/. ThiS 
dlrterence with the LF over leninist standards WQS escalated • 
Into a ·prlncipled questton· •. 1.8, •• split Issue. since the 
SL was clearlJ 1n the wro~ and counterposed to lenin's clearlr 
Itated Ylews. a ·theoretlcal· cove~ tor the rupture In relation. 
and SL pl'ftctice became a bumlng necessl ty. I\CCOrd Ins to th-. 

. ne~ SL schema (wo hod never heard anythl~ like ~hts In the SL. 
but then ftost or us had never known "hat Lenin hs~ vrltten 1ft 
1906. either" the lenin who had favored party de~ocracl at the 
time or the 190,5 Revolution was •• revolutlo~srl' .0:181 deco­
crat but not yet a BolsheYik- (." thl. lenin ~s co~~raste4 
with the lAter lenin (about Which. unrortunately t~~ un~!rstand­
abl,. nothln~.wal said or documented ~n the publlc pres. ct the 
SL). who prelucably held such democNtlc rrll1s w:re ••••. ' 
r·len.heY!I.' 1111 a, casu tst lc ho)c,ul Is undoubtedl". ~assec! on to 
the ranks as the e.aenee or Trotsk,la •• whereas th~ true tather 
ot thl. particular pecullar dlchoto., 1. to be to~ncS 1n the 
hlltorical tl'8dl tlun not ot Bolshevllll but p .. r. ~4rnut:l. 

" 

(In taot.' .ven on the level we ha.". 4lscussec! It, the SL 
argument 11 unadulterated hOB'fa.h. 110bertlon an! f,ts coneeptlfJ1l 
or the ·Bolshevik- party are 10 tar reaoved fro: 301sheYl •• aDd 
~nln thr.t he 1. terr1bly embarra.sed by lenin'S st~te~lc ap­
proach and tactics 1n bO,th ausai.n Heyolutlons, 19:)5 ~ 19171 
Por reasons ot that ·unlque-, pol1tlcal quality oC hi. whIch .. 
• retoo pollt. to .entlon here, howeyer, he dares o~~nlt -- eYea. 
It obllquel, -- to attack lenin 01'11, In the [o;:er 1n.tance, 
190.5. 1.pl,1~ .eml-Henlhe."l •• , ·ISt.hne •• •• etc., to hi •• 
How th'ey treat hi. Itrate!1 In 1911 deSeM'es'the exten4ecl· atu47 
1n obfu8cator, olrcumsp,ctlon we hay •• rtorded It 1n the t.~ .r 
our or1t~qu. ot the SL', ·posl~lon· on· Chile. 
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(To raturn aoaentarll, to tha Lenin 1906 tor.ulatlon ot 
.aaocratl0 oentrall'., and tha SL -betor.- and -att.r· .,th • 
.. • ,.. tha attention or the Robert.onlan -theoratlelan.- to thl 
rol10.1ns pa •• asa tro. a pol •• le asaln.t M. 'l.lrt on the nature 
.t 'ha lol.hlylk part,- .. 

• ,.thl pr1nclpll ot Bol.h,.lk or~anlzatlon S. -deaooratSe 
&entrul1.a- a •• urad b,.co.plate trledo. or orftlclla 
a~4 b, I~ouplns' tosether with a 41.01pllne ot .te,l In 
.ctlon,· . 

--Tpotak,. -, ubel.- .. nd • Maaber,.:· "r' tll1r' 19)'-" 
pp 47-48, Do., the SL allo contend that Trotlkl neyer reftllx saye up hi. 

It.n.heyl •••••• ". 

Ite~1 lt0gressl.e Labor ~ Democratic Centra11S!1 In thl 
April IS?) l.sue of ~orker8 VanguRrd. the st paper, twotor.er 
PL 4rop Outl wrote an article. -PL on the doad to • Beroral •• • 
Which pSou.l, lecture. PL on their St.llnllt 1nternal 11re. 
That PL Internal l1re 1. wholly wretched. we have no doubt. 
'~at 1. partlcularl, Interesting about the SL article Ie tt, 
flat refusal -- be,ond rerl~:-actton ·St.llnl.t· label-pastlna 
-- to demonstrate the polSttcal/proG[!~tic lnterrelatlonsblR 
between PL'. ..1ews arid thls ".onoll thlc - conceptlon of the 
part" althoush one would think IUch an ettort would be lecond 
natu" to any I.rxist. even lIore 1nteteltins and IIOre R,-rune 
here than thl. elemental aethodoloSlcal tallure 11 the total. 
81n4.blowlng chutzpah of the SL attacklns PL L2I 1h! ~ !2!t 
ch'lnet;etlstlc Internal Ceatureat ,\n analos, alsht help here. 
JOU can on17 srlnd ,our teeth and laugh when an outfit llke the 
filthy Real, Leaaue (or Ensland) attackl the1r toraer bloc parte. 
net., the equally tllthJ OCI (ot Prance) tor their treataent or 
o~polltlonallltll to quote the SLL. • ••• thl OCI leaderl hove 
now re,ortl4 to ezhu.lns the political ~.It of lthe Hunsarlftn 
Trot.kyllll V~rl. to 41acredlt hi. perlonall, and destro, ~ll . 
•• If-confldence -- b, coaparlng hI. to the well-known CPU .~ent· 
Soblln.· (The Oel hal apparentl, dlltlnsullhed ltlelt bJ alan­
"erl~ Varp al • IS-,ear yeteran .Sent or ~oth (t " the .Cl,\ !.Il4 
the ~PUI', (of. ~In Deren.e or PrinCiple., Ih! Bullettn, No­
Yeaber 20, 1913) The -catch- 1. that the SLL 11 ~robably worl! 
than the OCI. lnllde. that It la a .crewba1l outtlt clo.er In 
.t,ll, atllosphdre and brutality to Boeha" Brown Shlrte. and 
WhOl1 o',lfled lunacy demoralized, broke physl~Al1x and psycho­
JOSle,llY a"J ~lnallJ dl.troled polltlcall, a whole le,erof the 
lne.t Brttish I_rxlst Intellectuals ever alaeabled together, 

torser CPerl who broke with Stallnl'. an4 beca.e TrotakJll~' 
arter the 19,6 HUnsarl.n ae.olut10n ••• all 80 ne. 

Thl. 1. onl, an .nalogy_ but a rlttlna one. Scaled do~n 
prop~rtlonall'. 1t place. the SL attack on PL ln the proper per­
.ptotlye. A 'polnt b, polnt refutation or the SL', hJpocria, on . 
thl. que.tlon 1. out or order here, but wa adylle anrone shooked 
by the!!.! .... el.tlon that the PL l.ader.hip 1 •• ued an Intimal 
4oour.ant a,a1n.t B111 £pton -which oan onl, be characterized . 
a •• lander .nd charaot.r •••••• lnation· •• 1t can 1n faot be 

•• • 

. 
( 



•• 11 

Mlli.r. oharadterlled al !!.l! an4 !n11-eolftlnln1st -- to write the 
~lona1 oft Ice for cople. or the 200-odd ~a~es ot apoll­
tical ''1111 c!uaped on U,. The SL has been quite clrcu!lspeat 
about l.ttlna the.e .Iterplecee circulate publicaU,.. net tor 
realonl or ~prlnclpl.· but becaule the, reek with th~ true' 
Il1temal .taolphe.... (Indeed, the SL 1. !.2. ."are or their. 
expolure In thele document. that one ot the grounds tor th. 
·pOlt ,morte.· Ixpulslon of DaYe CUnningham was t~~t ~e ~Ad 

'-leaked- Lha.lns alread, resigned rroa the st7 ~ho ~e~tce·.· 
9"" docuaent"_Q!A11lIt us to the 1P ttlereb,. ·ab~ta.a~·· the· e .. llonl ).. '. • , 

'In the laae article on PL there 1- this Easte~ul 1lttl • 
•• otlon. 

• 
-PL Itl1i ,,~ matntalns Sta11nlst noras ot ·~e~ocratlc­
centrali ••• 1.e •• there 11 no aechanlsm by ~hlch • minor­
It1 can.orsanlte to tlSht tor Its position lt7 o~ c~~ 
the leadership 117,'ln contralt to the Lenlnlst nor~ or 
tactlonal de.ocrGc1 a. the onl,. real guarAr.tee a:slast 
bureaucratic control, subterranean cllqtJes raj and. C:oc-
11e .e.bershlp. -. . 

~.dtt! written this passaBe, and not the t.,o tor:er PL'ers, we 
would have sone on to atress also the central role of the edu­
cation ot the membership In ~~r.llm and critIcal thl~lng, and 

. allo the critical Importance or t1mel,. access to ?ltal In/orea­
tlon, the purpoae or· which la to Intora the ae~be~s~1p and not 
to be ~qul~rblled awa, In locked tiles. But let us raot cay11, 
the polnts lh the article are well taken, and so !ar as they So 
we aSreei But ••• ,He would like to f1nd one sl~le e.sJor "ortho­
dox-, -Trotskyist- orGanlzatlon ~n.ewhere 1n the post-~orte~ 
Trotskyist aovement Whlch haa made eyen the pret~~s-, of 11y1h? 
h:L the -Lenlhlst norms" they ill sanct1monlou!l~· ,:oesch. fer-

. hapa Shacht_n'l "orkera Party, betore 1 t collapse~ poli t: tca1l.7 
Arter about 1948 or 10, perhaps daston·s BevolutIO::Ar7 COtllCUn.1at 

. Part, dur1ns the N!ll" years. berore the Cannon-r:\blo-Hesl,. C02-
blne ohewed It up and wrecked It, For that eatte~, we woul~ 

.11ke to t1nd one 1nstance 'fhere a polltleu stros:;le -- as 
opposed to personal deCamatlon, autter-goss1p-eo~erlD$, here..,. 
huntlnB. -dlslo)':llt,- oharSea/tr1all, and the 11!t! -- was the 
pndpra1nftnt Ceature In !!..!J% Intern.l tisht. .do :n:- as the S." 
derlyed.3nd-lnCl~enced r,roups are concerned, It ~8 been a 
.thlrt1-1,ar-lonR wasteland. 

It there 11 an1 -mechon! •• - by which -. !21r.o;o!ty can Ol'p!l-
. lIe to t1ght tor It. posl tlon- In the ~. !!t ·~ere u~ble to 

find It. Anyone who thinks the -Robertson reG!:.e· CRh be ~~1-
tIed, chAnSed. toned down or relloyed .ls2 belle~e3 1n the tooth 
tal!", and 'the Ealter wnn1. :11th the raintest ;::»ss1ble e:lcep­
tion, Of the "orkerl LeaSue, the taxon admln1stratlo:'l "1' the 
SU (ct, abo".' we don't know ot !!.Ill: orsanlzat1('~ "--ith • HOI'S' 
reoord (hoWl.lr co •• etloal17 prelented to the pUblic) of' 'bureau­
oratl0 oeltrol" than the SLI I.e .. the h7Pez--Stal!:"11st/tnlt-:,aolst 

. . ••• 



\ 
I 

11111 

,roupln,' ¥hloh pre.entl, dot the US polltloal lAn410api arl.la . 
. ,Inlral .0 ... dlllOoratlo, 1.,. ,ero".4-40,," th3n thl SL und .... 

lob ... t.on'. whltl-knuokled oont .. ol. So t ... al ·d~oll.·. l,li • 
• 11.nt. t .... rul • ••• b.r.hle.· ar. oonelmad. ~~ thouSht what .. 
.. 11 .. the ·'lllnt t.ctlon- (th ... eslDR'o ·Sllint I~Jorlt,·, . 
... that .a, bleau" th., 'fI" reall.z. ml111:s OVI:- pol1t1011 1...... He,be thl, .Ire onl, th1nk1n •• bout .·o~tlnult,·t 

10 ta .... ·~~t.rran.an c11que.· ar. oono'rn,dl ••• 1 

Th. read.r .. , draw anr oonelu.lon th6t elght"pr1ns to 
aln4 tro. the Iheer co1ncldence or tho raot thl o.ntral r.s1 .. 
atta •• on u. "a, entltl.d "Cl1qu •• , ~:'e~'3 and tt= R'Sl ... • 0" 
tre. tht. d •• thl .... bit ott ".11 ... ·oyer!ntY::ht pro •• , 

• ••• Po .. 1t 1. In4eed the Cunnlnghaa c11quI _ ••• "ell •• 
thl 1100rl clique with "hleh Cunta1n:thaa ot •. Ai. ".AYI to ... 
,o.e tl .... lntalned •• eor.t p.raona1-polltlcGl corr.,. 
pondericl -- which I' at the oar. or the B~r.Dl1tlr,e C.1l." 
Reculylls" Tf!jpetatlon wbleb !I!.2 a..n4 &I~! .~ ~ .. hl tl\ji( ",ntl1 
Tr.laer'. co_Ins unltuek and bre~~lns troa the sL tu .. n •• 
0 •• " tha rock !D4. exposed 1!t..u (\1. ,:2.11 • ....... ~ ............ ~ .. . 
SubJ.ctl.l,arrosant cl1qulstt ha •• ~eltro,ed the Inno·· 
clnce ot thll oraanllAtlon.·/t/ . 

. (·C1{\lu'Ja, B100a, eto.·.· June 1972) 0 

You haYe to adalt that that ,turt abo'Jt ·pelSul!:lr yeceta. 0 

tlon-, turnlna ave .. rock •• hidden cppo'ltlon~11atl belns e%po.,~ 
and ·\U'l~sked·, etc •• 18 prett, H0ocl. There ·lD oS hlst017 or . ". 
'hl~ kind at vrltlns -- an4 thlnkln~ -- 1n ~_h!l r1'~1!.'llll., but It. 
t. allo the tact that 'au nev.r tin' the nAm08 hr.rz, or lenin, 
or Trotlk" 11gned to 1t, and tt on17 1~re17 c~,eared when the, 
were all •• In a pOlltlon to do .0Mothl!~ about 1t. Tile No.e.ent 
.Olt charaoterlzed by th11 sort ot thine hr.~ ~n e~uAllf ta.oue 
tndlyldual'. name attached to It, ~t ~o dc~olop thlu point here 
would be Ill~htl, premature. But 1 t 18 nq,'i. 'he "o.,~.:.,nt that 1 •. 
the -organl0 deve~opment· ot Lenlnlaa. bg, rcthc~ Ita antlthe'I •• 

t~t 1. n2t anewere4 1n the 200 ao.e POSOD ot RarbR~o and 
ytlltlcatlon poured out at u, 18. 0 ~::~crc c!o ollquol, It thAt 1 • 
• hat the, ar •• come fro.? The.t..t.Utm It 1:" .,ot I1nmrer.:d II 
.1apl ••• to do 10 would b, to expoae .oo11que-l,.n OI'O:otlon. 
Clique. exist 2!ll1, a. the !!I atta-:.k fin ~'L "c.lo .... otl, I"", "hen 
there 1. no Internal democrac7, n2 ~~~Jn, In an or~Qnlzatlonl 
• cllqu. hunt/cllqu. tl~ht II ylrtual11 ~ detlr.ltlon ~ .e1t­
.Zpoaurl or a dead. worth1e •• organlzatlon' In G health)·, deao­
orat10 organl&atlon there are ond wl11 bo 1'J!. 011quel, tor the 
.004 and It.pl. reaeon that 41tterenool, arcuaenta, srlpe •• 111 
tall. oth.r. am a.an. ot ,xp,. •• 10n. . 00 

Uhat 1. real1, PUttp889U' about the ~'a pO~'~1 strlotuN 
apln.t IL 1. that the whole hiet."rl .,1· 1"." J:' 111 on. ~0ft8 ." .. 1 •• 
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ot-dllaoverie.- and ·confrontatlon.- wi th c11que.. The 3L 
a •• berlhlp 40" not know thl. 'becau.e the, know nothing or t~elr 
own hletol'1. but a",on' with acoea. to a I.t or P:)ll~lc.sl eureau 
or R •• ld.nt Edltorial.Board alnut •• troa 1964 on c~n tln~ • eon­
.tent repotitton ot the the.e. (The, wl11 tired a co~~t~~t ~,e­
tltlon ot the ea •• patt.rn or oonte.slon., contr!tlor.', r~~11-
natlonl, au.penllon. or outrlsht erpul.lon. also.) Accord1n; to' 
the regl •• doeueent. the.selYes, there w~re at lc~:t t1~ __ 
BenJa .. ln-1100r.-Cunnl ft8hall-Tre Iser-Broslus -- .~p!.rnte cl!.qu~. la 

, operation. Ju.t betore the June 1972 blotrup, Gr,d ":10 ::no,:. holt 
manJ other" Por all· Robert.on knev, or r~~,~~te4. ~=o~~b17 
halt the elect.d leader.hlp waa dolftS the In!~l~l %er;~~~-&.~~ 
work ot th'nklOf about atartlns an opposltlen. ~~21dc~,'1~ eoa­
pl110« luch a l.t on. should not torSilJt the .~.,t:crt"o:t iJ,!!':3n­
ent taction whloh OWIII the SL -- it la, pure~" c:.d S!r:p!.7, .. 
leadership ollque, baaed on authorlt7, aenlorlt~ ~,d r.~tu~l­
baekaeratchlna ''It-protectlon, not at cll "llt!::.l :.nt! r."t at 
all cUI.l.llar to the crowd around Barnec (1:1 ~he S~, 0:' ';';,!&l­
rorth Or Heal,. In retronpect, there la no r'~30r. ro~ ~~ to 

·a •• ua. th •• e earll.r 8rouplnss, cllque-~lte4 oc~ o~ the SL, were 
any better or worle, aore or lei. pollticsl, :'O'.·~ or less artl­
culat. than v, ",r., nor ahould Gur rveo::r.l t!Cl-' ~!"_ ... t eoa:. or 
the •• torller Sroupl and lndlvl~uals de.elo~e~ ee~~ p~tt: ec:e~ 
views Or went tunn, places hGve a 4ebl11tatlr~ ef~ec~. (~e SL 
has so,., prett1 Icrewy v1 eHD, :11.10.) '~t e' ... .3=. 1:: t~:.:. .:l 

constant .erle. ot aupersensltlYe pr~e~~~. L!rJ~·! e~~ns, ~ 
orltlcla. or the leadership, a po11c7 of "s~&~~~~ o~posltloDS 
In the '8'1 stase·, etc., et~. l~ the U!l :!$"'.t h!=~o:-:' c! the Sr.. 
In tact, therl has been exact11 one rOl~l!~~~ ~~'6!ltle~ s~~~­
In~ on!D1 kind of document,' the Turner £llens 0,r.os1tlon or 

'. 1968, (Ue discount our own Ib, Area oppos1:10~ o~ Su.:er '12 
a. a bad, aorbld, and a1tosnther poo:, Joke.)!h~ Tu.r.l~:,-::'.1ells 
,rroup "as, Indeed, -.eoked Otlt· pr~Mtu!'ely,. bu~ (hl=t to the 
... al.e aloth or the leader&hlp and illen's excelle~t ~~dc~ 
Rround work. It. val not destro)'.3d l.n £!,~...2. ·n • .:I onl7 Ojlpos!.­
tlonallstl t~~t:atand a ch~nce to ~tha~ ~r.~~3h pcrtl~en~ lntor­
.. tlon to develop suftlclent consciousness 1n th~ 3L to·~~t to 
do ao.ethl~, 'an1thln~ (1. e. ,. Get .lobert:Jo~) b~r~re the:- ftra 
gotten are leadership/apparatus brea::.at'8Y., ,,;;t:~ 't: !l!'l~ t'e 
1968.opposltlon Here ~r thlD varlet7. The l~la ~,?or.l~'on ~t 
nine, lupporter., two IIDJor docuaentl, t,~o a~nti'= 0': e::1:::;:n"e 
and the nor .. 1 round ot ·rotten b1.oc~ c~rc~:t· ~:.,~ CI1!I~~~lces 

. It .riopposltlon lurylye. lon~ ~n"u~" t;ft "r:'~eo :! r.~::~r.::e:l': ~t·. 
a rotten bloc, It It'. crushed In' the es! It'. ~r. ~~~=~ed-, 
lubJ~ctlvl, paranoid clique), petty hal'3l1~I!'U!n;:s, ulsc!:o11r.AlT 
charges, eulpen.lons, walkout., and po~"·~~~~:: !=;~!=1cn~. ~ 
all. ·talm ••• , It Ifal not a vel"J good opposltlC'r! !.~ ~cr-...3 o~ lts 
polltlos, ~t It waa certalnl, unique -- th! :lr:~ ~r.' la~t o~ 
I tl: Irl'nd I (Por the record here Ite haye an : ,1!r."\t:l~!'. ~o state 
that' on. the on. and onl, d.elatYe questlon :"'"1 th~ 1~~:; t!~ht -. 

· the ;~orBanltlltlonal· question, the ft!lture of t~e !:1~er:'~l "l!ft 
and the Orlanl&:ltlon 1 taelt -- tor ":".eh ':Ie, M..~~-; 0;:11" .. - l~gll:" 
auppoi-tlr., .0 llberall, and lntolerabll cbt.a::e:: tit!! o,posl~lo:!. 
!!I.e :not 1htt .w .... d.a4 "I'ans.) aut eYeft 1I'1th ~~~ £ reco:"d !-:u-.glq 
arou.,d ~Mok. the SL do •• not t11:1ol: t1:~., !~ \!l:'. r:. t'~~ 
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wlttl .. t -Le"ln1.t ftonl of f.otlonal •• Il00"0,· lei o .... nl~tl_ 
wl11 ,.t 011q" •••••• 

hu' tb..t. §\lP Il14. ",tetrate' The tltl. ot an a .. tlole In 
the 5ept.aberz8 III". ot !!l read. ·SWp Ule. "at.r~te '.ctlo. 
A~ln.t Trot.krl.t.-, and we laushe4 our.el ••• Ilok when w. read 
thele aoeu.atlonll The awp has uled the.eklnd. ot taotlol with 
the connl.anc. or the 1eade"lhlp asaln.t It. oppo.ltlonl 11nc. 
II ~ the Initial Ita,e. or the Co1d .. n-.~rrow oPpolltlonln 
194J;1aftd It II pOI.lble to wonder It thl1 Iln't .oeethlns cannon 
l.amad •• the -Bollhevlzer-/ZlnovleY asent ot the CPUSA In 
192_-5. The SL Bulletin. l.sued .galnat u •• re rull ot purloined 
and -Intercepted- correspondence, private notea tllhed'out ot 
... tebalketl, and the like. The ~r.emptl ••• trlke dropped on u. 
val, In mOlt teaturel at lealt, the end relu1t ot a Icenarl0 
Which took ".ekl, perhap •• onthl. to conltruot In lecret and pull 
to~.th.r. R.alon. ot Ipace alone prevent us tro. publllhln,. a 
relewant lectlon ot Robertlon'l wldel,-clrcul.ted Jan"ar,r 1973 
l.tter to the Britllh a.volutlonarr Communllt League, In which 
he alternatelr dentel !.rut Justifies the I'8nlackl~.of 0ppolltlon­
.111tl' apartments. nobertlon will undoubtedlr not be a.uled to' 
find loae tuture oPPosltlonalllt ullns that pallase .1 • J"ltl­
tlc.tlon to bre.k Into b11 .p.rt.ent •••• 

, '" have lo.e queltlonl tor the SL'.rl here. what on earth 
hI.e such tactlcl, luch -method.- to do '11th cOlUlUnl •• 7 .Ihere 
In !91sbs91k practice, with all the unrortunate e.l~re de.orall­
tatlon,lquabblln" backbltln~. blliterln&' hOI~111t1, under ne ... e­
t,!a,lnt condltionl ten tl ••• worle than 'ou ever heard ot, can ,OU tind anxthlM like thll,? There'l. realon 'OU can't tlnd lt, 
It dldn't eal.t •••• 

Itelll. '!!li Uorkerl katNe and 1U ·alnJ deror",ed vor\(erll 
!l!1.t- re~l"e. The,sL akel thl1 cMrSI asalnlt the uL, a.ppar­
tntlj lerloull, throush orocodlle tearl and roarln~ laushter, 1n 
the Movember 9. 1913 tllue or l!1 (cr. -LIre In tlohlrorth'l Uor­
kerl Learue-'. The, thereb, admlt,' albeit 1n a .idewa,1 "nner, 
that thl con~uot or the Internal life or an orGanlzat10n clal •• 
In, to b. -Trotlk,llt- 1. a pol t t leal question. "hat the, !!!Il 
b, th.Sr cute phrase -.lnl deformed workers Itate- reSl.e" l'n 
plain !hlJlllh, II that IIohlrorth runl hle orsan1zatlon 11ke'a 
Stalinilt pollc. Itate. True enoush. All that needl to be added 
11 that thl1 1. preciselx the var dobtrtlon rune hll. The la.e 
th1n~ SO.I ror Heal" Lambert, a.mel, Sam harc1 and all the relt 
ot thll' t,p.I, the onl, dlrterence between the. 1. how orten an 
oppo'ltlon ~an actuall, lurrace. and how lon~ It laet. atter 1t 
dO.I, lr 1t c.n. Ever,one around the pleudo-'frotlkyllt ao.e.ent 
knowl the bureaucracy In 'the S"P Ie wprse, I!2I! llur!!aucptlc, 
than thl aOlt o'lltlld craft trade union ,ou oan name, ther a.lao 
knn, or ou!ht to, that both dobertlon and \rIohlrorth I'LIn their 
or.anlzatlon. In ... nner tit to .. ke the Barnel-'ert, reRI •• In 
thl S:/, look 11kl 'la.ln« liberala. that both the SL and tiL plao • 
• hl~h ~re.lu. on - •• olrlns out- tact10n., or proto-tactlon~·. (00-
callonall, to the pOint or bra8~ln~ about It publicall,l) and 
that In pNotlce It l' tar ea.ler to duap Barne. or 1apeaoh.N1zon, 
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than to reso.e Roberteon or Wohlforth fro. their respectlY, 
po.t., The ~ article quote. an Internal ~ resolution on a 

. ourrent tactlonal dl.pute. V. a.~e that point J) or thl. 
re'olutlon whIch pretend. to Sl •• a .oclal/polltical basl, tor 
the exl.tence or a taotlon tight at thle partlcul4~ t1ce, was 
aocuratel, oopled troa an authentlo VL Internal ~ecu:ent Cand 
not acoldentall, oopled down troa one or dobertso~'s ~l.trlbo. 
as-tre.t UI lalt ,ear). It 10, the point refers to the WL's 
-tranlroraatlon- (~) Into a .... organizatIon Cli) and the ~re­
.u.ed lnab11lt, ot 'the Ikept1cal alnor1t, to teep u~ vlth 
1t (III). 

It I, Intere.tln~ the SL dld'not chool. to co~r.nt on the 
polittcal .eanl~ ot thll tiL re.olutlon, and a aelt-eXposure 
that the, did not •. The mean1n8 or the languase Is ~~lte clear. 
In line with hi. gut l.pul.e der,IYed trom the dele~erutlon or 
the PI, \lohltorth II 1.ylftS the J3rDundwork tor a t!:t030glc a~s. 
or the 81norlt, tor -desertion- tro. the w~_ the Fourth Inter­
national, and the .~rr-En~ell-Lenln-Trotlky--Flrs~ :cur Con­
~reslel ot the Comlntern--Cannon-Heal, -contlnultj- unon whlcb 
hls puny authority reltl, and 1n 10 lunu' "OKS accuses thes ot 
breaking unde!" the pressure ot the -transtorl"Jlt;lo::- or the !:t, 
capitulation to the Increased presfttre or the c13ss e~~~, s~~rp. 
enln~ monstrousl, with the approaching tlnnl cr~sls or CApltal­
IS., etc., etc. The YL 8lnorlt" whoeyer, ~hatev~r t~!1 are. 
a~ «ettln'! a c10le-up taste or th~ S:'F/"'I-~eriyed. ;~~e~n~ ror 
denouncIng anyone vho dIsagrees with 1: Cor It~ -hlstcrlcal11 
choien oadre-/leadershlp) as -renoe-des-, c~pItul~to~s to ~per­
lallsm, class enemlel or the proletariat, ~ld ~n7 o~he~ .1.~er 
thl1 can luck out or their thumbs -- or a ~lr.e tc~tle -- ~t the 
.ollent. Th11 0 ltutr vas all 11.tted, or course, st:,allih~ Ot.1t or 
the hov-to text books ot the Stalin tactIon In the post-Lenln 
nulslan Communist Party, and IIm11ar co-thl~kcrs !r. the ~olt­
Trotsk, Pourth Jnternatlonsl. Under the clrcw:st:l..-:c:!s. 2:Lt 
hllarlt1 at the St'l exposure or thIs outrage 1~ tlr~sd ~lth 
a1n1clsll' p~.ulAb11 In thll case the :loren1 .eql~~:1~~ of e'lent. 
11 reyeraed, and Wohlforth Ie rollo~lnc Robertson's ~rcund­
breaking atteMpt.. (Brlet aello to the ed1tor ot 7h: ~l~~tln. 
-Por.alll bale .nYr. and lalute a worth1 peer-.) 

In 1948~9 when the Tlto-Soylet Ipllt reached Its hottest 
point allid threats of war and Innslon_ :;tal1n c!er.ounc~ ·rlto 
tor ruM In, • "Tur!d.h- resl.e. ~hlle tho c~.al'se 'f!lS undou~t­
edl, true (despIte the Fourth Internatlonal'~~~l:1~lns up flto 
a.the derender.ot Len1nl •• ') the chorSe lost so=ethl~, coc~ 
as .It did tro. tM.t.. partIcular source. But tor the pSe"Jdo-coa • 
.unl.tl ot the sr;-a~er at 8yzantluD can on11 be ley~lled 
al;&lnlt. Stalin. '~o and the :leal,lte" 10 tar as "e are cen-· 
.cemed, tor the IL to chide :/ohltorth to; outlawlr.g tactlons 
and hl1 ·Inel!"lns aOllptelllpt of workers LV de:l:)c:'Sc,,- 1- on • 
llYsl,of a,nloal .anctt.onioul hypocrl11 equlftle:lt to Stela·. 
ra~. at. Tlto, or G, He.1,', tak~d COnClrn tor the slanders or 
the OCI asainlt tholr oppo.ltlonall.t8' 

• • • e e • • • 

0' . . f'. 
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!nOU~h. w. &Ieu •• our re.der 1 ••• 1lttl. lnt.relt.d al 
.. 1n the lntlrnal workings •• Ooltruoturl ot .,.blotto .ut,al­
reorlalnatlons ot 1lttl. pleudo-Harxllt dlnsbat olubl WhOI • 
• lrtuall, Wholl loclal l.paot II l1alted to the nullanoel and 
tor .. ntl the, perp.trat. upon thetr .emberlhipl. We vant to 
.trell that v. dw.ll 'on thll .. ~erl.1 2Dl1 tor the pUrpOI' ot 
.. tins our polntl concrete .nd the masnltude ot the queatlon 
•• ldent. It ~I two central pr.mllel. Plrst, Ilapl, to deaon­
Itrat. thl balSO concentual .nd practlcal limilarlty ot all 
the •• sroupl, d.lpIte vhat the, aal ot the.selvel or orltlcSze 
In otherl, 4elplte whateYer banner -- ·vorkerl deaocrac,-, tor 
lxaapl. -- they parade under In publl0. It 11 clear that to the 
1101te4 extlnt the, are known at all the, discredit the •• rztlt 
aoye.ent -- and, In.v1tably. I_rxls. Its.lt -- In the .yel ot 
Iyeryone c.,.bl. ot non-cultllt cr.ltlcal thou,ht. Second, to 
d,.onstrate that hoveyer much or tor what r.alonl these ,roup. 
occaslonall, ·erpol.· .ach other by lilting their yarioul poll­
tlcal/oraanlzatlonal atrocltlel and gen.ral crlael agolnlt 
olYll1z.tlon -- we do not challenge the accuracy ot thele expo­
lei, all In all. they .re undoubtedly true -- the, nowhere pOltu­
late a hlltorlcal/theoretlcal ,xp1anatlon or· the orlg1nl and 
lcurces ot thele .ntl-loclalllt .bomlnatlons. or erplaln the 
apparentl, tn.rpl1c.bl •••• that Is. how It happenl-that pure IOP$ 
oat-.r.d-out Stftllnlst morallt, and methods ot op.ratlon all or 
a 8\&d4ln, or even sra4uall" Ihow up In the ·Trotlk1llt· ao •••• n'. 

Por example. the SL on occ.slon attacks the Uorkers Lea~. 
a. ·polltlcal bandltl,· Undoubted1, true. But It thll 11 

. ae~t al a political characterization and not Ilapl, al a .wear 
word. then It II neceasar, to alk, what 40es thll aean? where 
40 th.11 tlchnlquel come tro.? In the c.se ot thl UL their 
orlslnl Ir' obvioul Insotar al the \lL 11 onll the American out­
pOlt ot the Brltllh Soclalllt labor Lea~e. The Immedlat. lourol 
obvlou.l, 11e. 1n the SLL proprletorlhlp or G. Heall' But Mher. 
1n tUl~ dO'1 h! co •• trom? A10na with J. p, Cannon 1n the US 
an~ h. 'ablo oft the European continent h. wal the cent.r plece 
ot the ~BIg Three- pOlt-war Fourth International leaders. How 
dId hi rile to IUch high p011t10n? Obvloul1,, aBaln, becaUle 
he wal Connon'l asent/factlona11st 1n the Brttllh war-tt.e 
ReYolutloM17 Coamunllt Party, and 1n that role alons wi th the 
othar CaMon tsctlonall.t Pablo "al reapons1bl.e aor. than an, 
other ractor tor the deltructlon ot the ReP att.r the war. 014 
ht UII thOl1 lort or tacticl, then? Unqu.stlonabl" al the' 
lntel"nal acp clocu.ent. or the4J)erlod 1nd1catl. 'rhen 1t 11 talr 
to .. ,. 1. It not, that the t1nger p01nts 1n a talrl, linear 
falhlon to thl Intemotlonal Ixtenllon ot the pOlt-aorta. 
·1'ro"Jc11.,- lladlr.hlp-ollque ln thl wartl •• aUP? Unqu •• tlon-.bl'.... . . . 

Robert.on, ot oourle, knows this al .el1 al we do. But 
bocau •• hll clal. to ·conI1Iteno,-, or ·orthodoX7,- or ·oontln­
ult,· 1111 1n his Identltlcatlon vlth the Cannon cllqu. and ltl 
.Ithodl .- tha ,.lldltx ot thl1 Identltl. thl1 ·contlnult,·,l. 
another qUI.t1on, the anewer to *hlch 11.1' tar be,ond the ,.cope 
ot 1h1l orltlqui .- hi oannot allow hi. Yerbal attaokl on thl 
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VL l.aderahlp an4 111 rethodS to pcn.t~t. b~,ond wo~-s11nslft! 
Into an hlltorlcal •• a uatlon k~~'~ £lli~ ;t ~~~~Ins~lo~ w~~~ 
destro% b1! !D4 hi! pretense! ~. ~oll ~~ ll2 ro~t~. ~ther 
than take thl. chance, the recou,·t-: t:o per"":lC:t ,::ycholo~lca1 
proJectlona aUbltltutea tor ~~e,18l1~t ~x:~l~lutlo~'1 ~e3lr 1s 
a bad man and a ·polltlcal Bans~ter·. -O.~t 3~~1~i- fetlod. It 
soel vi thout lay1ns that the pnc tlt10nel"s 0: ~~lese no:oentlrte 
art., alonsw1th those who -erpo.o· cleeen~s or ~h~lr conse­
quences, undoubtedl, pretend th~ft .~rt oi ~hlnJ cer.s~ltut!s 
-Lenlnl ~ •• (clearly, 1 t ls not onl, th-: eold-,:,:.~ lfeolo:ues ot 
A.erlcan laperlall •• and antlcoo':'ln!r~ ,.:.0 !oel tt:V~ ~h~t St41ln­
ls8 represent. the orcanlc cl)ni:lnu!t: ot Lenln'.s:). ·:l-.at they 
are able to cony1nce their rollo,:er3 '.n thl& :abo=lr_::"~lc %11-
eyaluation or Lenlnls./'l'rotslcy!.s':l depend"J totall1 1:J!on the cala­
tenance ot blisstul, Iheepllke lsnorar.clJ .~on5 the nnks t~h 
the .edlu .. ot PayloyIBn"condJ.tlonad rc:.nt-onc!-:lle hostll!ty to 
"theory", history and any torD or crl t;lcal t;il0~:lt. Trot!'k7·s 
Ilde COlMlentl on thls phenollenC'n '1n the '39-'40 t:lct!on t1sht 
In the SUP are IXBctlx relevant and "',"'illft IGnored. 

Stallnl.~ II not the ~.!l~!l:!!!u.:~ o! Len!n1.!:!, .-.: we h~" 
noted' aboye. but 1 ts ent) t,h::s~_~1 .tt .:r.r.c to tru 1 ~!on :;hrolt:;h 
the lIedlulI,ot a countcrrev,nlu;'.~ 'n theo~~ as troll as prcct1ce. 
Inllde the' Iblsllan party ond i"he Co!.·::runist Ir.:;~r.u ~lor~l III well 
as the Russian state. 1\ s1m1lar t;ll~ occurred "1 thin the 
-TrotskYist" movallent. atter ~i1e d~st~ ur T:-c~s!:.7 ~hc ·CO:ltl.D­
ul t,· or Trotskyll. tlas crep. tt:d, ~: thu ur:.i:: cult rei'lacec! 
Lenin atter 192). 51:1111&r1r. thl.~ "ccntln'!1 t)'- v.l.S :":\~ld17 
transtor.ed lnto a tet.l sb bec:,u:ltt ~!'Ie ~hdCl"'!tlC'al ~pr.c!t,. ot 
the Connonlte leadership ot ~hd S\;P Uld ~h¢ r"ourth Ir.ternatloaal. 
proyed .- to put It In the .ott c~Arit~~l~ ~ne= po~slbl. -­
rar too Inaddquate. The oncl~~f w1th ~h~ rcl~h~~I~ Part)' an4 
the Co.lntern atCer the phY3i~~l lnc~~,~!ta~40n f~d Gc~th or 
Lentn ~- or tor that Mtter, th-.; Bcb(l1/~utsk;·-le1 Soc~l nellG­
crac, atter the death or 2ng.!l~ -- ID eJ.n.! !;lt~:.!:.~l.~. 

Ue have ~ tereed thla tran~!·or.t.: ~!un ",r ~h~ S:!F •• - Which tor 
particular hlltotlcal clrcu!lsta~·.:el o~ '1:::t .. '.d ~;'l&. !I =~a:'lt the 
Fourth International -- pseu4~-'l'to!.=l9..:\E.~ .. for ~~~lc!\ "c b.."\Te 
adduce.d a apdcltic ».,011 t ls.'ll nn~ p.!·!.hY~':~!:~~h; t ~:\~ent. 
Shachttian and thl "arker. Peart)' o\' t!'ll.l 1 ~O· 3 r.,3:!": ~n atte:)tt 
In thil directlon but thlo ea:-l!'lr .enluatl~:l ttl'S :ar tco super­
rlclal and lolel, d~;crlpyl.i.C:o' ... ~'; 1I.O

.\.6 o~\"C.1\ .;;. hlstorlcftl 
ground 1na nor a J"ounded theorr.t!.ft".! :C't.lr.I""!~en.1!cr.1 "thelr er.a17-
II. died· 1n the lata 40' I tUlit:~hol· wlth L.t: UP .... A 8!rloul 
reyolutlonary contender. From the d ....... Ua '1roi:5:<) on, and OIl 
occalilon e.en before (al ir. the c. ... :. or th3 • J9·01i =' t!\ctloa 
tiGht)' the 1ntlmal oontllct. 'r. the S:~ oYer .tra:~E? and poll­
tlcIllperspeo t vel. the tle"h t\!,d blco~ of 81".)' ;J.!llu t lo:'Jlr.I, 
r>nrty. tound resolut10n not 1:1 orcuGont or \Jct~t,: ~ut by the 
wleldlns ot orlIahlzatlonnl outrasc:. al'~,ln~ r.r~.1~J:,e. 4 ItrlY­
Ins tOMard internal ·peaco ar.1 ~odh:-Gt:nell;y·· r 1.\;., :I:::tr.ollthisa. 
tllthy ~osllp and Inalnuotlcn •• tl:e thre.:l:a ot tI!,.,·.:.lslo:ls aael 
all the other "d1rt1 tricks· ~!:o c.~!lt!a:a;G.to:-~ t 0 ~~re and 
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... lat.. In the 8Ub.equent polltlcal .tnsSBle. In the SUP/PI 
o.e .. the nezt ten year. or 10. out Ild, apln.t the WP and .insld, 
flrlt asalnst the Goldman-van HelJenoort-horrow oppoaltlon. the,,' 
the Johnsonlt •• -- who reterred to the po.t-war SUP lnternal 
.tmosphere •• a ·polltical sal chaaber· -- and tlnall, the 195) 

. Cochr".,.Clarke-Bartell tendency. the vel'7 lansauf!e and aenae or 
Trotakyll 1dea. vere even fUrther debaled and ·Trot.k'l •• •• 11k. 
the Stallnl.t~· ·Lenln1 •• •• became a quotatlonal srabbas ln or-
4er atter the tact to JUlt1t, any glven SUP 11ne at .n, slven 
.o.ent. BJ thla procell the revolut~onar.r doctrln. ot Trotlkr­
II. val .ter1l1zed, and the organlzatlon which va. to carr, aut 
thl •• terllized anal,.l. Nal killed. 

I 

The political de.truotlon ot the StlP tollo'fe4 apaoe vlth 
1tl orsanlzatlonal oorruptlon. '/lthln a ,ear at the lateat. 
atter the death ot Trotlky the SliP repudlated hl. anal,al. ot 
Stallnl~ •• labelln~ the Stallnlst ora, -Trotsk,'3 aed Army- and 
!191ng to the counter-revolutionary Stallnlat expanllon an ob­
Ject·lvely progresalve/revolutlonor, hlstorlcal role (alllost 
IZlctly the very words or Its later arch-eneal and oftlclal1,­
.pproved devll-tlgure Pablol'. ~ertectly at ho~e In the pro­
Soviet llberal/radlcal mllieu or Franklin Roosevelt's wartl.e 
Merica. the SUP p;lorltled 1n pseudo-al11tarlst rhetor1ctor 
the .11. Crow ArQ (the -Proletarlan tilll tary Pollo,·), trllUDe4 
the1r polltlcs In tho Illnncapolls trlols, cheered on the aed 
Armr and boosted Soviet patrlotl •• (relervlnB thetr cursel for 
the ·StAlln clique·), burled every tor~ ot revolutionary work 1n 
the trade unions tor the duration (under the ae311 or ·preserv­
Ing the CAdres·), erplalned to the aovernment tholr c.nnon-todder 

. BlAcka would tlght better and aore errlclently It they 1.ou1d onll 
reveral the1r policy ot raclal searegatlon (i), asslgned.to 
Q~lans 1n China and Gandhl'l Indlan C0nBres. Party a ~ro~re'9tye 
role In flat contradlctlon to the theory or the permun~nt revo­
lut\en, denled the contradlctlon between the expanslon ot the 
Stallnllt counterrevolutlon 1nto Eastem Europe and ltl contllot 
With a nascent revolutlonary upsurge. made a liberal haahor 
lenin's conceptlon ot the rlght or natlons to selt.deteralnatlon, 
1nstructed thelr Fourth Intern4tlonal adherentl 1n ~'eltem rur- . 
ope In the consull ot Bord1ga-ll:" sectarlan abltentlonlslIlrro. 
the ma •• national re.lltance .ovellent., and aore. 

The S~,p and ilL know all thiS, and stlll a~ree wlth the 
varti.e S~IPI The SL 11 aore clrculI:Jpect, or at least ttl 1ead­
erlhlp 1. (t.he rankl nelther kn01f nor care I the, are ·Cannoqlte.­
an4 proud ot Itl) I they ettempt In the _~tner or aecHeevnl noa-
1nalllts to break dONn the untfled plcture above and a.Sell It 
•• a velter ot unrelated -polltlons-, They a3ree wlth U! on 
10lle, prudentl, keep their moutha Ihut on all the relt (what 
oan they ROll1bly lay7) an4 whl'per to anyone who Will llsten 
that ve are uenshevlks. ISera. or ontl-collUlunl.tl. Out the root 
I'e .. 'nl that the polltlcal delcrlptlon ot the wnrtllle 'SUP above 

• 1. not one or • revolutlonary part, but a dr.ad -- D2l retor.l.t. 
D21 oentrl.t. JUlt ~. lfrelerant -- SLP-llk. oraanlzatlon ot 
no .arthl, u •• to a."on., et.. one the "ork1n« cl.... And It 



1. froa thl. political COrpl' that all the oontecporar,r ·ccntla­
ult,·' .prlns •• whether the claimant 18 naeed Dobbs or Sam •• , 
Heal, or fabU., La.bert or ilobertlon or IIohltorth. In not III 
th ••• c •••• II the olal. to oontlnult, ~rreley&ftt -- indeed, 
aan, of th •• M, Ju.tl, pr.tend to the _ntle of <:aMonls.. tbe 
probl •• tor th •• 1. that the, th.rlb, M1ntalJa the coat inuit,. 
not with frotl.,I •• , but with Itl .ntlth •• ll, the po.t-taft~ 
dlo., ot thl ,0..unllt .o~ •• nt. 

, . 

lonelier, 1m 

••• 
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- •••• ' It I. entlrel, .. uttlo1ent tor an a"_,,,,hl.t olub It the 
will ot the leader oo .. and.'and the oouraSe ot the be1Ie.er. 
tn the tac. ot death obey., It I., however, not euttlclent 
tor a mall p-rty. which doe. not onl1 want to let .... e. Into 
aotlon but which 1. ltlelt a aDSI, It II proper to expeot ot 
conaunllt. that the, qulckl, detect and vlsorou.l, utlll,e 
•• e17 .ltuatlon conduclye to .truss1e and that they alva,l 
1'01nt to the tlnal al. be,ond the al. or the l_edlate ItNg­
Ile. But no communl.t i. obliged or quallrled. tor that aat­
til', to detect-ea. a result or ht. ad.lsiion Into the Coaaunllt 
part, and hl1 carr,inB ot a member.hlp card--a tlghtln! .ltua­
tlon where there 11 n2nl. and where noth1ng but the vlll ot the 
Zentrale dec1de. on the existence or such a .ltuatlon In a 
lecret .eettns and tor other reasonl than thoae obvious to the 
Jtroletarlat. The Zent,rale thus did not even dlaplay the alap1 • 
• kl11 or the IncUan chlertaln who tn a deaonstratlon or hll',' , 
omnipotence .tepped out.lde hi. tent ever, aornlns and said. 
'Sun, tollov the path which I .how)'ou,' \11th that he pOinted 
with hlG hand In the direction tro. e •• t to west. The Zentrale, 
anluted b, the lame reeling or oanlpotence. pointed accIden'Eall, 
in the direction rro. welt to ea.t, It Violated In thl1 asn- ' 
ner the ba.lc prinCiple which alone vl1l act1vate a .... part)" 
on1, the will. lnsiaht. and re.olution or the mas.ea thease1.el 
vl1l put It Into aotlon. and on the ba.l. or the.e prerequl.lte • 
• 8004 1elder.hlp 1. enabled ~ 1~8d,' But the Zentrale hal al.o 
not rlcosnlze4 tho.e conditions which alone can activate a .... 
part,. a masl aaona eosse. which 1. everywhere oonnected to'th. 
~roletarlan. In a per.ona1 or prores.lonal relatlonahlp In the 
ractorle. and the trade unlonl, subjected to the Itrenshtenlns 
and lnvlsoratlns Inrluence or I,.path), or the paral,zlng In~ 
rluence or antlpr.th, or enmit,. 4nd thl. a~aln ral.e. the 
qu •• tlon, vhat .hou1d be the relatlonahlp or the coa-unl.t. to 
the .... e. during an action? ,In action .,hlch aer.1)' expre •••• 
the political needs ot the Communilt part1 and not the lubJeo­
tlYe need. or the proletarian aB.' II bound to rail. It i. , 
lapolslble ror the coa-unlet •• especla1l, a. 10ns .e the, refSl. 
8Uch a .1norlt)' aaoft! the proletarlat, to engaBe In an actlen' 
in ;l1\C,! or the proletariat. or wi tho"t the proletariat, or In 
the end .ven 's,lnst the proletariat, 'rhe, can do no 801" than 
ore ... b, dint of the abo.e .•• ntloned p')11tleol Ileana .ltuationa 
vhlch vll1 make plain to the proletariat the need to tlaht and . 
will aotuall, lnvol •• It In the rl~ht. The coamunl.t. ar. then 
In a po.ltlon to lead the proletariat In thl •• truss1. b, ylr-
'UI ot 'heir .losan •• - : 

•• .. ul.Leyl. Rit COUfel AS.ine, rutlobil. 
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It l~n't otten thAt the Spartaol.t Left~e. which eodeat17 pre­

olalas lteelt ·Che unique o.bodl.ent or TrotsK11 •• In the Unlt~ 
States- lor~e~ Vsn!Uftrd. September 14, 197)7 enter. the .re~ or 
InternationD worklns-cia •• polltlo.. Dut when the, do. the, dl •• 
tln~llh themlelves notabl,. a. In all their -actly!t,-. as the 
petty-bourgeol. -revolutionary- phrase-~oftGerl they a~. ~ Its 
latest venture into this tleld -- Itl appro~ch to the c~rre~t all-omt 
a.sault by the Chilean bourgeoisie on the proletarl!!.: 8·/ Sut)t)le_ 
ip.nt. $cpt~ebor.l), 19727 -- the SL, utterly uft3blc ~o ~ose a ~eyo-
ut10nary solution to the concrete Situation In which t~s Chl1eaD 

proletariat tind. Itlelt. resort. to cOYQr1na It. t)ol!tlcal bsnk­
ruptcy with a ·revo1utlonarr- phrase -- ·~or wO~kers ~volutloa la 
Chl1e.- -- a cnok'pot cr.11 on the pl~letarlat to :i)!'Cf!uce a revolu­
tion a. the on1, road out ot the prer.ent crl.1 •• 

A prbleta"'lan :"·~yolutlonl No alore. no le:as. 

To beBln ~lth. there 1:1 ~ prob1e~ wl~h'thls ·call-. The' work­
Ing class doel hot, cannot, s1mply le1ze ,ower ·011 c~ll-I an e!l~!;-e 
transltiopal »e.tSod is neceasary durin!; ~hlch the cl:1::s ':!)te!lJres le­
lelt tor thl. taak. The tundamental ch3racterlet!c or this tr3nsl­
tional stase 18 that the prolctarlQt. :t,cadln3 411 thO! o~?resse~ s~n.­
ta ot society. establishes centers ot pol!~lcal/ar:ef! ~owe: (soy!e:.' 
and through polIt1cal stru3s1e wlthln the.s orcsr.s tests, expeses 
and dlscardl it. treacherous leader8hl~. Only then Is the cls •• la 
a position to take power. ~ thlu ~~~~ensl~le f;;cess 11 1;~os­
s.1ble!!lthout!l LeD.ln'.st PltT.!..'!' I\nd -th!s party. cr'~",:e~ t~rou;~ :he 
un1ty ot revolutionary Harxlst 1:1tell.ct'Jals w1th th~ tlshtlr!s ~'l­
«uard ot the proletariat. must becooe a r~§s e!!!~ ~~ Y~~1r~ lar~ 
sections or the work1n! cla~1 to Ita ~M~l' on the ~"sls o!' It. ca~a­
city to lead maa. ItruSSles. All ~h1a 1s n,:es~~=7 ~o es~blish ~ 
t.oundatl,on rroll which ~he party Cftn conquc-:- pollt~c41 heseaony'. wl:~­
In the organlzatlons ot the 1~bor1ns ~~.,ea such 0= sovIets arA t~eQ 
frepft.t;e the Insurroctlon. An~ there Is no \)ther w!:.7. i'..1stOt'7 ".s.s 

one demonstrated -- ~tl tl-;cl.t 1n t!1~ c~so or the ~lctorlcr.l. 
RU'llan October Revolution ana Jl~~tlvol! 1n ~ll the lost revolutIon­
ary opportunities -- that there 1. no road to soclallso other than 
throue;h the aediua or lovlets or 11)'0 or30n1zatlon:f led b7"" revolu­
tlonarl partl. lI1thout ~hls revol .. ~tlorur~· ~!lI'~~ there c.1n be no 
proletar1an re.olutlon. For every rolr-proclalced -TrotskyIst- we 
hod thought thia IlUch at least 1fl\S AX. 1n ccrec:)nlal 0:" ~".c~lona:: 
application It.not In uhderatawl1ft3 ~r practice. 

'. 

But not tor tho aobert8~nltesl .~Yl~ t~o~ the be31~~I~~ ~s­
tematlcall1 dlstorted the te~ch1ngs ot ~n1n and T:=~s:~ and torn 
the. trom all Oonnect10n w1th po11tlcol practice, the 30bertson per­
.anent taction which owns the SL hll. ab.:ln:lo.ned e~!;'l th! ,,:.;.!' ar.d 
the ritual It Once uae4 to covar ~he absonce ot In:erest 1~ and ~Ow­
led,e Or rlyol\ltloMr7 pollt1oc J tven it' beAds netf 11e :rcatteree . 
and broken In. perreot ftC 0 "rc4. ,,1th the utter oynlo1t~ or ~he J'r1est, 
Nowhere. njWb,ett 1n the l~ ~~J~Jl.l!;f!n'i. 40 the, even c~ntlon the J:IG~7. 
let alone ndloat. bC2lt It oould bit constna"te4 In the present sltua­
tlon, 



-, .. 
Moreo.lr, thl. opportunllt llquldatlon ot the part, prlnolpll 

... 1ft no .ena. an 1.o1ated .'atormulatlon on the part or an other­
wl •• hlalthr rl.olutlonar, orsanlzatlon, What thl. 11n. reallr r.p. 
rl.ent. 1 •• l.pl, the crownlns touch to thl 8L'. ent1re non-rl.olu-' 
t10MrJ approaoh to the Chl1.an Itn'SSle. 

Threl ,Iar. aSo, In Spartaclat J19 (No., - Deo, 1970) the 8L 
d.olar~ that the.altuatlon 1n Chile poaed -}n aharp.st t2t! ~h. 
lllye 2L revolytion ~ counter-revolutlon.- Lemphasls adde~ The SL 
response to the 1 •• ue~or revolution or counter-revolutlon rolloved 
-'har'J)l,.- enoush I they ~ n2!. writ'! ! e1ns1" !.rtlcl.! 2I llfltlet W 
m ,I"T" Il2I. Cor th(!t IIl)tter !!2.:". thet! Rny !Uccu:J:Jton 2ll thlJ11 £!.!l-
1I!! ~uestton. When the real.e rlnolly worked itselr up to produce ' 
.omet 1iiIi reseDbllns an analysl. ot the blaas Itnassl. In Chili (thl 
art1cll ~Pop Pront Imperlls Chll."n "orker' ... H!. Decf),ober '72) the,. 
did not '0 much a, .entlon the 1'010 or the allorted 'Trotskyl,t' tor­
matlon, there tor the al.ple reaaon tho lendershlp reaponllble tor 
thl SL'. 'International uork' 'alcl) -- otherwise the reliquar, ot 
authentic Trotakylat tradltlon, continuity and the -uniquely correot 
llne- -- dld~'t oonllder It Important enoush to bother to rlnd out. 
10 .uch ror the SL'. role ln -reconstnactlng the Fourth Internatlonal­
••• outlldl doblrtlon', 11Ylnl room ~t an,. rote. 

Ha. the SL learned anything, It Ilowly. ln three yeara7 Does 
It I.en diS up and Intone the A8C'.~ Anythlng. even a tormal ncd In 
thl 41rlotlon ot conltructlns a Lenlnllt v~nguard ln Chlle?Nothlns. 

,Por the nllt Ilsht months tollotllng the December 12 lleue !:!.! carried 
countl ••• article. on their real orientation -- on Prosresolve Labor, 
the Workers Leasue, the IS. VHL/CSL ••• -- but noth1ng, nothins at all 
Oft Chili, Where accordin! to them the question ot revolution 'or count­
Ir-revolutlon v •• pOled -In lharpest ror.-, Then. arter the atte.pt­
ed ooup thl. June. the AUsust J la~ue ot ~ carrle4 a one-coluan-lons 
art1ele. halt new a ator,. halt pseudo--monlreato-, with plctur.1 --' 
and though aroplng halt-bllndl,. In thl direction or a correct pOlltlo. 
r'sardlna the .ll1tar,r derenae or the Popular Unity sovernaent, .tlll 
had nothlns to ,a,. to thl Chilean workers or to the -lett- on how to 
rii01YI thl orllli ct revolutlonar,. leadershlp. SUoh,la the lerl~~­
nl.' w1th Wh10h the aL dlacherSes lt~ Internat10nal ta.k,. 

8, 11quldatlns In practlce the ItruSSle tor the Fourth Interna­
tional and thl .anguard psrt,. the SL -call N tor revolution lr. Chlle 
1. totall, dl.orced rroa an International revolutlonar,r perspective 
and Ylrtuall, b, derlnltlon ls natloMlly llmlted, lioreover, a. WI, 
ha.1 .hown, lt la devoid or all concreten~8S and aeanlns wlth reapeot 
to Chl1. Itlelr. thul thls ·call- 1. cor.~letol,. unaerlous, a hoax. 

, And thl1 1. not aocldental. tor the exclil£1ve .ot~:.·atlon behlnd thl. 
call tor -workera reYolutlonl- .tandl Robertson'. tactlc ot pOlturlftl 
a. thl aOI' -lett- or all the petty-bourBeoll/luapen -•• rxl.t- .eotl 
10 the SL ,an -41.tlngu1.h ltaelt trom ~11 other tend.ncle.- In ltl 
ap~r.ntl, nlver-endlna .truSSlo tor -reYolutlonar,- reSroup.ent. 
~'14llll to Ial. luoh a oall hal noth1ns 1n oo .. on wlth reYolut1onar.r 

, poll'l ••• 



,. In the abo.e a.ctlon or our orltlque ot the SL'. ·,osttlon- 08 
the part, ve ar. not accullns the~ ot almple 1Gnorance or the tallure 
to aalntaln a w.ll-Itocked dr-verrul ot -authoritative- quotatlocs 
tor Ule upon eaoh and everT occasion. On the contrar.rl we are lla1t­
Ins ourlelve. to de.onltratlnB the aeanlna and the sources of t~e 
'revolutlonl •• ' the article 10 well describe.. cr cour.e. the SL ~ 
~8rd 2t the concept or the Lenlnllt partTI at t1ces, 1~eed, th~y 

ve eyen reterred Ipec1flcallT to the need tor such a party In :~l. 
to tlsht .8alnl~ the popular front 80vernment. It 1s pteclse17 thl. 
rormet v1,w or the1rl which 10 vehe.entl, oondeens the line ve are 
dllcuilins. tat. last ,ear, attacklns the popular rron~ the Castro­
'1t.l. or the liIR. eto •• the, wrote. , 

The roed to vlctorl will be arduou:l •• The abser.ce or a !"eyola­
tlonarl vansuard part, 11 tod~1 the tundAmen~Al problem raetas 
the Chilean worker.. Thll vanauard mu.t be torsed 1n sharp 
ItruR81e for a clal. pr08rD., Asalnst the popular tront and 
the UP retor.llte who Gre dol~ their best to atrs~~le the 
reyolutlon. AI Trotlky Wl·ote or Spain. -1'03.\ SUCCESS-rUt. 
SOutrION 0:' AU TH£.5! TI\SJ:5. THREi:: CONOrr IOi:'S A!E a::~UIaE:J. 
A P41ll'! I ONes nOR! A PAIIT!, AND AGAlt. A P"aTI.-

-- 1lI. tecc~ter. '1972 

An excellent Trotlk,J quote. The SL must have thou!h~ 10, for the 
lentenee II copied 1nto their paper In c~pltal letters. ,l,d what 
doel It .e4n? It lIeanl that, w1thout • revolutlor~r.7 party. there 
-111 be no revolution. In ract, It Is what eyer.ro~c--JL, CSL. SI.P 
..... , •• 1t lion. or the elem~n It conceptions o~ tarxlsll. the SL 
telle anyone who IIIBht be Istenlng In Chile thnt to !lsht the popu-

·lar tront ~oyernment. a Leninilt part, 11 requ1red. That Is w~t 
the, .. 14 lalt 1ear. But nO'f, Arter the Popular Unity gove~!r.t, ha. 
been lmalhed, and not by a worklng-clall otfenslve but a rightist , 
.111tar, thrulta now. arter the worklns class Is In ret~atl now. 
the, call W !h!. prol.etar'!" revolut~.on, l"ut uke no :entlon eyell ot' 
the partl. Ther. 18 not even a torml nod 1n that dlrect1on. 

~.,be the'vanguard partl 11 ther., w11l1ng and Able to take 
power? '.ybe thil van«uard part l. non-exlstent 1n Ceceober. 1912. 
loaehow created ltlelt during the nine months between the Oece~ber 
artlole and the Septellber ooup?' It 80. on t:hat prosr&2? Under vt.t 
leaderahlp' 

Thts part, ~e neyer head of. ~!lther did the SL. S1 their 
'oNn crlterla, b, the1r own chosen TrotskY quote. not onl1 the lact.ot 
.entlon (or more 1.portantl" lACk 2t coneeotlon)or this party In 
their September pronouncement, Q direct appeal troo :~e~f !or1c to the 
Chile.n vorklnB Cl.11 tor revolution no" .!.!l ~ a~se~ce 2.t. ~ ;at-r 
Ie ranta.tlc, unreal, lurr"all.tlc, n1chtaarlsh. ~,11:1~ 41d their 
quote fro. TrotlkY la,? 1Iithout a part,. no re~olut1on. Uhat else 
but utter 0lnlcl ••• and the opportun1ty to parade a~o~nd as I02e k1D4 
or luper-revolutlonarlel (who elle called tor a pr~lct3~1nn re?oly-
11An to tight the 8enerall') can Account tor thls l~O~egree about­
r.o.'aad the 41.cardlna ot the Romplete teachings or Lenin ADd trot.t3 

, . . • 
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Th. abenSoNient or the Itna881. to oonltnaot the revolutloftAl7 
tntematto,.1 anet the Lenlnllt part, redu·cel the }lI SURpl,'pnt to the 
1 ••• 1 ot all the SL'I oth.r -th.oreLloDI- .. terlar; 1 •••• to a pal • 
• 1 •• eo .. entar" on .yentl at b •• t prJectlnl an -obJectl •• - untold1nc 
ot th. workerl' r •• olut10n. 

On top or thll. ",".n the), tlna11, W·atte.pt to provide the 
Chll.an worklng ole •• With a .trateglcal and tactical line prior to 
the Sept.mber 11 ~, the SL commltted ever)' concelvable ~ltra '1!tl 
error on the queltlon ot defending the popular tront lovernment ' 
attalnlt th •• llltary oounter-r.vo1utlon. ,'I a relu1t, they made a 
aocker, or the transltlona1 prosra •• the Lenlnllt unlted front taotlo 
anS Trotllc,y'l anal,lll or bnurseola .t"te torae ln the epoch or' c'apl­
tall.t decay. All thl. led the. to 11qu1dote in practlce the, ~­
t1cal ,ltOl,,,l_ 12 break 1b!. worklns class J:..t2a 1!.!. rerorlll.t em. . 
St'11nl~} )eadeIshlps. , . 

At the end or the Dece.b.r '72 ~ artic1_ the SL laid out a 
,.rl.1 of 'tran.ltions1' demand. the, envlsloned ae the program tor 
the Chlle8n revo1utlon. Undoubtedly the SL thought, In the .onner or 
all the ·orthodo.' Trot.kyl.t acrlbe., that these demands -- 11tted 
bodil, out ot the 19)8 Pro,raa adopted by the Pounding Conference ot 
th. Poufth International .- Mould prove qulte .urflclent tor the . 
, •• ol\1t\onar, pro,rall tor the Chl1ean proletariat. No need, otcour •• , 
to anal1z, the .ctlv. role of the varlous ·1':'otlkyl.t· tendencle. In 
Chll., or to lndultrloull, leek out .~rxllt revolutlonarle. there ift 
orde, to 1.y the sroundwork ot a revolutlonar, party ••• no needl 
All that 11 necellary tor the •• tl.ractlon or the world-view 11 to 
sraft mec~Anlcall, the demands In the ')8 proar •• to each .nd ever.r 
11tu.tlon that come. 810n8 and there 'OU have lt ••• the unlquel, 
correot, the perfect prograa' The ro.ar,-11ke reclt.tlon ot the 
Tranlltlonal Progra., to the proper aalntl In the proper order -- ot 
thll, and onl, thl" oonll.tl the SL'I ·exeaplar,· propalanda Mork. 

But thl1 .terl1e orthodoxy II .p~arently relerved tor .ore 
peacltul periods, because ln the rapldl,-chanSlng IltuatlDn • welk 
prior to the coup the SL dropped all thelr former lip lervlce to , 
tranlltlonal de~ndl. veered lharply to the lett and hy.terlcall, 
direot.d thl tollowlna ·c.ll- tOlf.rc1 the Chilean worker •• 

Rather than preaurlns Allende •• ,we aust lndeed c.ll on the 
workerl to break sharply wlth the bourgeols popular front .nd 
the sovernment partlel ~.ong which were the Soclall.t .nd 
Communl.t Partle ••• i7 to flsht for a worker. and pe ••• nt. SOy­
ern.ent ba.ed on a revolutlonarlprogr •• oL exproprl.tlon ot 
the asrarlan ,nd Indultrlal bourseol.le. lle.flet quoted In 
~ supple pent. , 

POle4 1n luCh • t •• hlon thl. -call· val suaranteed to tall on de.t 
e.rl. It 1. cle.r that the Chlle.n working cl ••••• lthough betore 
the ooup ateadll, .ovlns lett to the point where It. ailitanc, 001-
llded .ore and aore with Its le.der.hl~ •• tll1 rltalned profound 
111\1.10n. In thl .oclal de.ocratlc and Stallnl.t p.rtle. and forthl. 



•• 
rea.on ... 'ncsl)8bl; !1 thst 1m ot brea.klft8 out ot the pol1tlcal. 
tr.-ework 1mpoa.d upon it bl the popular tront and Dovlft! 1nto lcde­
pendent 0ppolltlon againlt It. Por thl. reason the approach ot rey­
olutlonary communl8t. 1n Chile .hould haye pol"-ted tONard the resolD­
tlon or 1h!! run~Amental question. wlth What tactics =~st the Ya~-' 
guard lntervene In order to expoae the bankruptc1 ot the retormIsts 
and Stallntatl. destrol the proleta~lata' Illus10ns In ~hls talse 
leaderehlp and 1n the procee. conatruct a reYolutlonar,r leade~shlp' 

. Thla could ha.e been achieved onl, bl deaonstratl~ tt-.at 1D • 
revolutlonary situation. Mhen the lasue ot popular ~ere~se a5S1nst 
the counter-revolutIon waa posed polnt-bla~. thnt the ~or~ers' far­
tlee partlclpatlng In the popular tront Govemeent -- the socIal ' 
democrats and the Stalinists -- plal a counter-revolutlor~ role 1D 
that t~eyprevent the aelr-derenalYe armIng or the wor~lr~ class. 
In thie .ltuatlon It was neceasarl to.so beyond proF3Z3nd~ and rInd 
the aeane to dem~nstrrte th18 tftct to the working cl~cs 1n .uch a 
May that they would thereby learn throuGh their o,~ experlen:e, tt-At 
only the communiet. provided a solution to the des~eru:e crIsIs. 
Consequently it waa neceasary tor the communists to ratse to t~e 
retorm1at leadership those delDande tor seltederense :,ohich when l.et:le­
aented would organize the working cl~sa asalnstth! r~~~~lst counter­
revolution Gnd at the, aome time propel lt toward the :!1zure or sta: •. 
power -- 1.e •• to poae trons1tional demonda as thej arIse ~~t ot the 
concrete atruR~le. lIere the pressure ot the class str'U!!le and t!1e 
Instinct ot lelf-preservatlon to torce the retoralsts to laple:ent 
aome or all or theee demands it would b~netlt the co=-~~ls~s. sl~ce 
even thale partial Ylctories could not hdlp but strer.~th!n co~-u=!st 
Inrluence wlth1n the working class. And when the rerorcl!ts retuse 
to carr, out thlae demanda to their necessary conclusion. preclseiT 
becausa or the Inherent contradictions In their soclAl and po!!tlca1 
rolea. the workin! claaa 1fould see t~t lts old lea~ershlp wss CO!!!­
pletely unwllllng and unable to pursue the class stru~~le and wou~ 
turn toward ~he commun1sts as the righting alternatI?e. It vas ~­
ct.sel)' this me,thod ot approach ~ to ~he proletarian reyolutlon b.r 
which the Bolaheviks came to power. as we ahall decenstrate In a 
later lectlon -- a method Trotsky quite aptl1 sum:c~ up In "the 
Tranlltional Prosrft&. 

P!om April to September 1911. the BolSheViks ~c:anded that the 
LSoclal Revolut!onar1ey and Hensheyiks bresk ,,!t~ the lIberal. 
bourgeolale and take p01fer lnto ·thelr own ha.."\~s. Ur.:!er this 
provlslon the BolsheYlk Part)' prolltscd the hen:7he'71~s ar.c! the 
S.li.s as ttie petty-bourglltol8 represeatatl?cs ot th! workers 
and peasants. lta reYolutlonar,r aid ft~lnst th! bour!eolslel 
categoricall , retusing. hc;ufet'er. e1 ther to enter Into the 
It0verruaent ot the r:ensheylks and s.a .• or to C~:Z7 political 
respon.lbl11t, ror It. It the r:enshevlks and the S.Il.s to.ad 
actually broken wlth the Cadet. (l1berall) ar:~ :11th tor615D 
lmperlall ••• then the -workers' and peassnts' Eo~em.r:ent· 
created b1 the. could only hove hastened and tacl1ltated the 
•• tab!la~ent or the dictatorship ot the proletariat. eut It 
Nal elBctl, beoauae or thla that the leaderShip or pettT-



, 
1 
t 
1 

: 

. 
bourseol. d •• oorec, re.l.ted wlth all po.alble .trensth the 
e.tabl1ahaent ot It own Soverna.nt. The esperllnol ot,Ru •• la 
de.onatrated, and the explrienoe ot Spain and Pranoe once aore 
cont1r.a, that Iyen under tavorable condltiona the partlea or 
pett,-bourSe01, d •• ocracy (S.R.a, Soolal De.ocrat •• Stallnllt •• 
Anarchl,t'J are 1ncapabll ot creatins a sovernaent ot worker. , 
and pea.ant. ~hat 1 •• a 10yernaent ladependent ot thl bourl~" 
101111. . 

", 

Neyerthelea., the demand ot the Bolshevika, addres.ed to the 
.~ensh.vik. and the s.n ••• -Break with the bourgeolale. take 
th. pover Into your own hand.'- had tor the ... 1 •• treae"ndoui 
educational a1lnltloancl. The obatlnatl unw1l11ngnlla ot the 
~An'h'Ylk~ and the S.R •• to take pover. ao draaaticall, Ixpo.a4 
durlng the Jul), Day •• detlnltel, doo.~d the. betore .... op1ri-
10n and preparld the Ylctor, ot the Bolahevlkl. ' . 

The central talk ot the Fourth Internat'lonal conl1at:. 1n tr •• -
Ina the proletariat troa the old leadership, whOle oonlerva­
tta. 1a In complete contradlcatlon to the cataatroph1c enaptloft 
ot d1alntesratlng capltallsa and reprelent. the chi.t obatacle 
to hi,torlcal progrea.. The chlet acc'.asation whlch the Fourth 
Intlmatlonal advar.cea aplnat the tradltlonal oraanlzatlonl ot 
the proletar1at 1, the tact that they do not wlsh to tear the •• 
,.1.1' away trolD the pol1tlcal leal-corpse ot the bourleol.ie. 
Under the.e condit10nl the demand, .Yltematlcalll addreaaed to . 
the old leadership. -Break with the bourg~o~ale, take the 
power'· 1a an extre.ely lmportant weapon for expo.1ns the trea· 
cherou, charact.r ot the parties and orsanization, ot the 
Slconcl. Third and Aaatereta. Internatlonala ••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . . 
or all partlel and'.orsanlzat1ona which ba.e the •• elvea on the 
workera ... d peasanta and apeak In their nalle we demand· t'hat 
the, break polltlcal11 froa the bourgeolsle and enter upon thl 
road tor the workera' and tarmera' aovernment. On thlar0a4 
.1 proalle the. full support asalnlt cap1talilt reaotlon... · 

-. -The Trana1tlonal Proar •• •• Documents 2t 1h! Fourth 
International. pp. 201-3 

!bu. 1ft the period atter the attempted coup In June, when the ~llbt 
v., '11t1nl Itl .trenath and the l1kel1hood ot G future coup wa, 
ol.arl, on the asenda, it .a' Incumbent on •• rxletl In Chile' to dlreot 
thl tollowlns oentral demand towarda Allende, who vaa at the tI.e 
Il.ultanlouel, the head of .tate and the embodiment ot the SP/CP 10~­
ernaent.l ooa11tlon' dllara all the counter-revolutionary torcea, thl 
ar." thl polici and the ta.cllt band.t Wlth1n thl ... a. asitatlonal 
de.nd I, ooncretlzed the ,ener.1 trane',tlonal demand for the break­
up or thl Popular Pront (To the CP/SP .- Break with the bourleolile 
partle. and the 8enerale". tor any motlon ln thll direction on 4l1.n­
de', part would have ~.ant, l2!2 (acto 1t. dllsolutlon and the further 
",olutlon ot the cla •• torce. Into two olearl, delineated, arwtcup __ 
1& t ...... '1 ••• the ;.arxl.t. trould haYI hrl' to dlreot the tollo"ln~ 
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deaands toward Allende, the soolal democratl0 and ~~11nl~t partl ••• 
Prepare the detense agalnst ftraed react10nl Are the wor~er.1 O~a-
1z. a people.' mllit1a' ~san1ze clt1es-vlde (eren~e co~lttees ope. 
to all orsanllatlon' who speak 1n the naae or the worklr~ class! 
Prepare tor a soneral strike asalnst the reactlonl The 9U~!!~!O:'l c~ 
vt)leh." class b.!.! the, ca,p"e)ty ~ thS !!lll ~ lead socletz ~!ll th;; §! posed eoneretiri and 1n front 2t the ~orkln5 class and 1t! all1e •• 
not t.otall, abstractr;;-ln the SL ~n"e~ • 

• However. It I. tar trom adequate Just to aaln~aln a correct 
pro_ra., strate~y ahd or1entatlon such a. the aboye, It Is l!~ewls~ 
neces.ary to know how to tlnd a roe.d to the ea •• es. :::) pro~ ca:: 
be conrlned to pape~ and abstracted trom the strJ!~le to l~ple:ect 
It, 1r this happens',lt ceases to be a procraa. L., a s1tuatlon such 
a. Chile It wal 1eperatlve ~rxllts properl7 assess the condltlcns 
neces.ary to detera1ne where the ~reatest potential tor the bul1d~ 
ot a revolutlonar, ~rt,.lay. . 

By the time or the September coup a revolutlor~r1 crl~ls had 
been matur1n~ In Chile over a period or three ,eers. Jhl1e ir. this 
period the workers. the pessants and the poo!" tlere t~~ recll>lents or 
a number ot deep-Rolns soolal reforos. th1s othe~flse benerlclent 
eltuatlon wa. tundamentally marred by two central reatures. the , 
workln« cla.s ~as consistently held back rroo strussle a~alns~ an tD­
creas1n~ly enraBed ~ullng class and 1ts leper1al1st allies b7 the . 
antl-revolutlonar;. reformlst politics or Its le&d!~J psrtlesl ~hls 
sltuatlon was further relnrorced by the coaplete a~ser.ce or ArJ or­
~anlled,coamun1st nucleus. It ls selr-eyldent. th~n. t~~t !l !~5St 
trom the time the Popular Pront came to p~wer"ln 1970 :o=--unlsta " 
could playa revolutionary role In the class stru£gle o~lr b1 tlght­
In~ to contruct Trotsky1st tact10ns Inside one or a~other or the 
~Jor working-class partleB. the CP and the 5P. S!r.ce an o~en str~­
~le tor a revolut10nary program Hould have be~n lo~~sslble Inside the 
Stalinist CPt and moreaver since ,\lleode.'s social, c!s:;e:en:lc eartI, 
stood 12 th~~lert 2t 1h! Sta11n1st3. a seneral orler.t~:lon or revolu­
tionary work 1nllde the SP Has ab~o~utely necessarJ. It was this 
pl~otlcal orlentatlon to the social desocracy that Trotsk7 ~Ylsed 
his rollowers In Spain to take In 1936. It was this cr!eatatloa 
wh1ch proyed 10 Yit~lly neo.s.arl In Chile. 

By expollng the treacherous pollc1 or the top leadership o! the 
cplsp bloc to the tlghtlng cadre ot these partIes cO:=Jnlsts would: 
have prepared theae cldres ror the Impendlna all!tar1 assault or t~~ 
bour~eols1e and troe that yanta~e could h~v. beeo:e the central pivot 
tor the crystalllzat10n or a revolut1o~r, "lns~ Sueh A deyelop=~n~ 
would then establish the basiS tor th~ tound1~ or c Lenlnlst-trot­
.k;lat party. (Let UI note here that the period ot revolutlorAJ'1 
work ror Trotskyist. Inside the Chl1~an SP Is by no =~ans at en eed. 
the experlenc.s ot the .111ter1 junts ~111 not ~ro~ Illusions In 
the" Allende heritase or in the SP. and on th! eon-;::,:':·, l!1cre.llse Its 
appeal 1n the com1ng per1od. In tAct, It Is preclsel, cow that the 
.Olt fru1tful·work 1n the creation of • lert Wins can be done there.) 

• . . ' • 
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Dftl,~.l~h thl. o •• rall approaoh would it hay. been po •• lble 
th.n to WiD the workins cla •• ava, tl'O. it. ola •• oollaboraUonS.t 
l •• derlhlp, or •• te a r.Yolutlonar, part, an4 0Pln up the road to 
.oot811.t rlyolutlon. 

The Bt. howe •• ?, In,t.a4 ot utlllllns· the •• thod ot the tran.i­
tlonal proara., .lapl, a~ood outalde the .trussle and ultlaatl.tloal1r 
call.d Oft the worklft4 cla., to break fro. both the popular tront 
ao.ern.ent ~ it ... Jor pol1tloa1 partl •• and -flsht tor 8 worker." 
.ft( ' •••• nt. sovlmaent ~ •• 4 on a re.olutlonArJ prosra •• - Stripped 
ot ttl , •• ~4o-revOlutlonarl .erblase thl~ c.ll .eantl worker. I Aban­
•• " ,our 1 •• 4fr.hlp .n4 tlRht tor .t.te ~o"lr' How euch a -tlsht-.: 
loul4 haYI ,aken pl.c, U ~yon~ huaan coapr.h.nllon •. In a .1tuetlon 
"hi'" 'talr, WI' no r •• olutlonar, l.ad.rshlp, no hsrlt It t.ndencr nl' 
alonl a ,art,) With IDl .lsnltlc.nt Influ.nci a.ona the prolet~rlat, 
Wh.n thl aajorlt, ot worker. aupport.4 th. popul.r tront .n4 vh.n thl 
t.n4lncl vlthln the ela •• to eonltnact .oyl.t. existed 1n em.br~ .nd 
not ln concrete t.ct ••• Such ! -£!ll-, asld. and apart tro. Aba on.nc 
the politlc.l .truSS1. aBalnlt the retormllts, !!! stmplx cr181nal 
t".,'n.turJ II! t or wou14 b. It aft70ne vel'" 10 ralh .e to atte.pt to 
aple.ent 1t. 

The wl.e SL -th.oret1c1.n- who .uthored this line .hou14 have 
at 1 ••• t taken the tlae to .tudr the approach Trot.ky thOUght reyolu­
tionaI'll' ehould t.k. In tlahtlns the lllu.lons ot the proletarl.t'la 
popular trontl and other IUch croa.-cla •• bloc. ot labor bureaucrat • 
• n4 capitalllt.. (tl. doubt thoush that al\1 conceivable a.ount or 
Itu4, would help thl. aenlul.) Ue .poloslze to the reader tor the, 
lensth or thl1 quotattona nevertheleal we thlnk that here TrotakJ 
aakel all the e •• ent1.1 polnt. on what constitutes tevolutloftAtJ 
taotlc.. In re.pon •• to the questlon- -'~t should our attitude be 
taward '.ace Caunell.,- put to-hi. b1 the Brltleh Trots~1.t. Collin., 

'trot'kl .nsw.r.dl 

The queatlon ot the Peace Councll be.r. a certaln r •••• blanc. 
to th.t or the '.opl.'. Pront. POI" ex.aple, In Prance, we t.ll 
the worker. that ve know that the People'l Pront 1. all wrona. -
Whll, the vork.rl .upport It, ve •• , to thea that 'Ie ar. per- _ 
tectl, wlll1nl to collabor.te 1018117 with the working 01 •• 8 
oraanlzat10n •• the C.P. and the S.P., but ve retu.e under .nr 
01rcunlt.nc •• to hay •• ",thlna to 40 wlth the bour,eoll partl­
cipant.1 1n the Peopl.'. Pront. !!!!12 not shout II ~!ll!l ' tV' Pegple', flontl' It present becau.e ~ hove Doth1ns 12t!-
R ACft 11 es m. In the •• me Mnn'r, ve cannot turn our back. 
on the Peue Council •• n4 .a, 'Down with th. Pe.ce Councl11" 
becaus. al ,et there 11 no revolutlonarr part, to Sl •• a clear 
l •• d on the questlon ot val" and peace. In the analoSI. ho~evl~. 
th.re 11 thll rundament.l dlrterence. One Is 8 queltlon ot 
atat. power In a revolutlona17 .ltuatlon. The othsr 11 a ,quel­
tlon or "tl11el", .xl.tl", co_itteel a. lons •• th" .re ·'.up­
ported b, .... work.r.' ors.nlzatlona. Th.retore, It il nlo •• -
"17 to .et repra.lntatt ••• where.er pOI.lble on thl Peace, 
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Counoila and '0 dlreot our attaok. In the beg1nnlns esalD~ 
certain ot the bourseol. part101pant. (Who these w!ll be de­
pends on the reaotlon or the workers to our propaga..,~a). It 1. 
under.toed, ot eour.e, that the .er1 first tas~ of reYolutlcn­
arle. ln aft1 .... orsanlzatlon 1. to 4eoand t~~t It be deeo­
oratloallt oontrolled by the worker.. That a;ltat1cn w111 S1 .. 
us our tlrst opportunlty ot attacklns the pr1~te 1r.Ylts~loDS 
sl.en out bl 'he S.P. ·bureaucrat. to .o-called ~ro;ress1 •• 
boursaol. tl8U~e. By attacklns the lead1ng bo~r.r-ols I'8c1-
tlsts and "beequentl, the s-rtlclpatlon or all bo~r!eols ele­
.ent., w. :will IneYltabl, run counter to the cl!lss-collabor­
atlonl.t pol10le. ot the L.P.-C.P. bureaucrats. ~e can t~eQ 
.ay to the "otkere. ·"e have our d1rterence:; ,.,1th Coc:...-sd~s 
,torrlson, Po111tt and Iansbu17, but we are per!"ect17 wllll:-~ to 
work loyall, with thea. The" howeyer. wlsh to expel us be­
caUSe we r.tu.e to work with op.n class enee!es. w This w111 
have the ettect ot making the L.P.-C.P. bureaucra~s bear t~e 
responslbllt1 ot open class collaboratIon befo=e the workers. 
Thls sltuation correctly used will discredit no~ onlr the ~r­
eaucrats but also the entire Idea ot Peace Councils. :~t !t ~ 
tlrst neoessext 12 S!l £n ~ !h!!. 

- Trotsk,. "Intervlew bl Colllnsw, ~rltl~,s 19'~-J5r 
pp. 11-8. (~phasle added) 

One woul4.thlhk this statement leayes no poss1ble rooa tor 
a.blsult, on the l~r%lst approach to tlghtlng retorals~ and bour­
seol. liberal illusions wIthIn the worklns clasa. t;Ore07er. tor the 
enllshtenaent ot those who substItute sturtlns the real world Into 
little p1neon holee.cal1ed ·prlnclples· tor .~rx1~~ 1: is ~~rt~ pclct­
Inlout the contexte The obove tootle, enunclate~ ~~ ~rc~s·~. ~~ ~ •. 
hOtf revolutionIsts should approach the "or:d~-clQ.ls J::lrt1es In th~ 
r.reD~h populoI' tront 80vernGJent 1Iae exrreased In the ;.u£:·~ d:. !9ll. 
The dute , ~ sl:,nltlcllnt .It 1.1&. not represent ar., c'J~:("::~ for :\ !,:::lcc! 
durlng which the proletariat on11 110wl1 accUdUlated torces t~: 1ts 
Couture revolutlonal"J leap, on the contrarl, any other wr1t1l"..ss or 
the tlae belond the Colllns Interview Indicate he ~ut torth thls 
perapectlye at exactll the time he considered .Isr~lle~ the beStan1as 
ot thl Prench p~ollta~lan revolution • 

. 
But lt the pre.ioul SL nonsense weren't enoU&~ to demonstrate 

the eomp1ete banktuptcl or thelr c1al. to represent a TrottsJlst 
po11tlca1 tendehel. Just •• 1t. There 11 eYen more 1410C7. the sa:a 
ultra-lett 'loSlc' the SL applled coneemins the question ot a work­
ere 80.ernaent wal oarried oyer dlrectlr when theT c~lled tor a ucite4 
proletarIan tront. And 1M! tfal their 'I"roMch t s;~:.:~!!'l'f as c:,~:.=.·:.r 
•• onl can throuSh • i:outhrul ot. ".ter •. ~hel eallet! !"or •. 

t ••• a un1ted front of All workers orsanizatlor.s to ~:Jlsh. ~~~ 
r1ghtlst-ml1ltarlst orrensl.e In Chile, Hh11~ con!l~Lnt t2 

. ettuM~e t2.t 1b.! over.th.row 2.t 1ht ;opul.r fr:':."';, R'O\·ern::~Dt Stt 
-aoclet fa.s· 1111 aenerols Do proletarian revolutIon. 'e:lpbasll 

.1n orts .1) 



A un1t.4 tront ot !ll worker. orsanlzatlon.' ~b 2D!!7' -- 1t w.' 
.. , a,k thl. rath.r non-trlv1al qua'tlon? C.rt.lnt, there w •• no 
roo. In thl' St unlted tront tor the CP .~ the SP -- oertalnl, not. 
-- tor how could the CP and SP po •• lbl, be 1n a unlted tront whloh 
oontinued to Itrussl. -tor thl overthrow ot tho popular tront sovern­
•• nt ot '.oc1all.ts' and Beneral.-? Thon, what worker.' organlza­
tlon. dld the SL a.an? Th1s, not accldentl" the, dld not 84,. U. 
are torce4 to gues. now In order to penotrate th11 rhetorlcal bllz­
zard, but .. ,be the, aean the HIR plu. soae -Trotsk11st- sect att11-
lat.d to the Un1te,tt Secretarlat? 'lu.' ••• plus the trade unlon rank 
and tll. (whlch ln the maln are undar tho l~d.rshlp ot the CP and 
SP ~~reaucrat.), tollcall1, th11 had to be,the goncr,t, aeanins ot 
thelr call. 

Thul the SL'. conceptlon ot w~~t constltutea a -unlt.d tront-, 
taken 'together with their IUd call to thol Chlleen worlelnl c1~.s to 
aban40n 1te lead1ns partles Un wi\1ch the "orkers sttll, totax, .. In­
taln 111u.lonl') and uk. a dlrect t1.sht tor pot,erTiTall ,)B1ca11, 
reduce themselve. to clD8.~ eXAmple. of the 'Third Perlod' Statln­
l.t.' l1ne ot the -unlted tron= trca below-, an .pproach whlch 1n 
pract1c. liquidates the Len1n1st un1ted tront t~ctlc. thl. approach 
vaa exposed tor all tlae 1n Gera'n:' 1n coapletel, c1rcumventlns 
the leadershlp ot the retormlst Hork1ns-cless orsanlzatlons, and In­
Itead appeal1ng dlrectly and exclus1ve1, to the ae.bershlp ot the ' 
loclal democrac, to break with 1ts le,dershlp and Joln the Increa •• 
1na17 lpastlc etruBSle -8a1nlt t.scl •• under ~he banner ot the Coaau­
nllt Part" the Stalinists hsd absolutel: !'l0 etrect "hataoe.er on the 
.oclal1.t worker., preolu~ed aD1 paoc1ble Jolnt KPD/SPD det.nslye 
actlonl a,alnat Rltler and ••• tac1l1t~te4 the Naz1 .10tor,r. But e.'D: 
the Stalln1st. durlns the1r 'Th1rd Period' .ere still on. up on the 
Bobert.on1t... the, at ],.r, st had loa!1b1.Dt\ the "orker. oou14 301n, ' 
Th. SL hA4 ablolutely oothiDa' 
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HO~ THE 8PARTACIST L!ACUE TRAIS~OaKS 
LENIN INTO AN OPPORTUNIst AND 

!BarSKY iNTO AN AN"rI-Ri.VOWTIONARI P£DANt 

Now. Insurrectlon II an art quite as ~Jch as vsr or ar~ 
other. and aubJeot to certain rules or proceed!~, wh1ch. 
when neslected. will ~roduc. the ruin or the ~a:t1 ft!!­
lectin, thea. Those rulel, logical deductlcns rro~ the 
nature or the parties and the clrcumstar.ces c~e has to 

. deal with 1n such a case. are so plain ar.~ s1=~1! t~~t 
the ahort experience of 1848 has ~de the Ger:3~s ~rett7 
well acquainted vlth thea, '?lrstl:, r.ever ~1!? w!th In-
8urrect1on unless yoU ~'rullY preta;e~ !£~e t~e 
conse9u~nces 2t your 1l!1. Z '-1 Insurrec:lc~ !s a cal­
culus w1th very Indefln1te ~gnltudes, the vs1~e o~ which 
cay change every day, the rorces opposed t~ y:u hsve all 
the advantase or orsanlzatlon. dlscl~11n! ani ha~ltusl 
authority, unless you brlns Itrong odds c!31nst :he~, 
you are deteated and ruined. Secondly. the InsurrectloD­
ary ca~eor once entered upon. act vlth the !rea=!~t 
deter.ltlatlon, and on th\l ott~nllYc. The ~\!~ •. :::1-'! Is til. 
d~nth or evory ar~ed [lstn5' 11 11 ~ost b~ro:~'!l ce3-
sure, Itselr ~ 111 cn~mles •••• L e:phnsls S~~!~:r-

eel. Engels. nevolutlcn ~~! Cc~~ter­
revolut 10n In Ger.:':'itj 

AI wa hAye shown, the SL supplement rendc~s t~e entire 
~olltlc, ot the Ch11eAn_workers' stru~les Inco:~r~~en81ble. 
The SL clol •• , -Todft1 l September 14-, .~rxlsts =Jst str~~l. 
to SDDsh the junto by • workers' uprlslns.- cc~ this upr1s-
Ins 1, to be led. organlz~d. coordinated. they ~on't 837' nor 
do thoy Indlcote Just who thesc -~~rzlsts- are, ~ut thJ7 ap­
pear to be 01 unsubstantlGl. as ethercGl • ns tha ~~rt~ th~t 
l1n't there~ Moreover. thet nd4. -To CQ11 tor s~p~ort to the 
l Populnr Unity goycrnaent-, Is to roofr1ra a pol1c1 whose 
SUicidal nature II belns dcaonstr3ted nt this very clnutet-
thll II the ·~olltlco1- equlvnlent ot 1311n; ft ccrpse 1s ~eo4 
becsule It lln't allye. This a3stertul nonsen~e Is ~,p~d . 
up with ft quote rrom Lenin which S371 th."\t ur:c!er c:!rt."lln COrl-
d 1 tlonl I".orxllt, ofter al1l tory wpport to bou::;~ols S0\'"ens-·: 
mentl ",nlnlt talcllt or rightist mllltAt1 ur::rlslr.gs. ~hl1... . 
retullns po11tical Iupport to or cor.tldcnce In this r07err~arl' •. 
Perteotll true. Then thol ~nslc the Lenin quote ~o ·~roYe· . 
thll. Ul£n ItlY -of course l of courso'IIJ In th~ .Chl1e.:l!l . 
Iltuatlon It would be mon1restly absurd t~ call ror cY~n &11-. 
lt~r.r support to the U.P.· government. which h."\s ~lre~ b~cn 
smAshed,- To Itutr 10 much bolone, tnto one ovorhe~to4 ~­
I~ph II Indued n ront. nod aarYC' mostl, to ccn~lr~ our 
bellet thnt the Stnlln12~t10n '-trnnstoraat10n-) ot tho SL 
llcontlnulft1 apace • 

. . 

,. •• ! . 



One m1sht hoYe thought tho SL would have qult whllo 
th"1 ~~.~ nh~~d. or at le •• t betore they were 10 hopelessl, 
t~r beh1nd. Tnko, tor ~I~aplo, tho quoto tho, cite ln whleh 
Lenin mAkes a dlstlnction botwoen allltor, and po11tical·.up. 
,ort to a bourgeoi •• MKurenlky".llke 80vornacnt. At ttr.t 
,lnftce th1. potnt would .oea to bo lrrelovant. Why both~r to 
aAk. IUch A d1.tlnctlon, quotlng "authorlty· an4 all. to deal 
vlth the corp.' or the UP, Lentn'. dl.tlnctlon between al11-
tor.r nn4 pol1tlcol !Upport 1n any cnlo rerors to the Harlt.t 
attitude toward. lrvlng. (~nct10nlns governaent., not doad 'nnd 
dtlpor.od on... Did the writer JUlt h~ve nn unused Lenln quote 
111ft! around troa R much aore laportant poleatc against tho 18. 
and ~ootdo to throw 1t 1ft here to ~ke Oft und1gest1ble atow a . 
llttl. mOre Pftlatnble1 1. tt. perhaps. port or a concealed 
polomle 0lnln.t lnternnl cr1tlcs who dlaly recoIl nn SL cri­
tlquo two Jear. 010 ognlnst Wohlforth'. "Thlrd Period" adv~­
ture-aonserlng nt the tlm~ or the Bo11v1an betroyal ln 1971. 
and who reoe_bar tho SL opposed thls .oao klnd'ot loud-mouthed 
"propoS~nd~" ranting. ~1 Or 11 our 1nltlnl guoss rlght. . 
th:at th1s J.I 11mply tleducnted,· quotemongerlng t11o!'laa. dell,,, .. 
e4 to l"'pres. ('."ralroup") sone other 'poront nal·f.? 

PerhopG, all of thea. No motter. All th1s gobbledegoQk . 
coae. in h~nd1 to ooncenl the (oct thot three sepornte .ttua­
tlon, ex1~ted 1n a short per10d ot tlae -- retlectlng n r!\pl4-
11 ch:an~lr.~ b"ll.once ot forces -- and th3t dlfferent tactlcs '. 
vere c~lled (or In eoch cOle to coet the 11tuotion ond clnrl(', 
thl ~ollt1cal necesslt1es. For thls sltu~tlon 1t 1. necosso" 
to think out thu probleMS b~10nd tho vogue plntltludes and 
trulaDs cOOQon to the ftoveoent nnd saturot1ns tho SL pn~el. 
lsolato tho .to~es and tho procels; nnd dQternlne the po:slbll. 
ltlel "\nd t~.: t. "",cltl.! •. of t~~ c"'nt~ndln~ ~,.clf,l tf.rcea In' 
c:\ch It041. 

In the period bofore the coup VGI organ1zed It wal the 
dut, or the left w1ng or the labor Qove:,ent to.cnll ·tor the 
D111tar7 support to the Allende gover~ent. s1oultoneou.ly ora­
.nl~lnl such support aftona tho working masses whila ~t the &40' 
tlcI taklng core to destro1 111us10nl ln tho governaent, polnt-
1n! out lts vGcll1nt1on. and hosltat10n'. denonstratlng wher- ' 
."er ))o::Slble tho utter contuslon and lncop:1clty ot the govern­
cent (unable evon to deterMlno who 1 ts enealos wore I) ond thu. 
unable to cnrry out tho baslc' neccsslt, oven ot defend Ins It­
•• 1t. We h:ave sone Into the argur\ents ond slogans which "o\.lld 
h3vI (oc ll!tc.te:! organ1z1ng th1s defanse obove. and we wlll not. 
rtp.ftt then horo. The point of th~ ~ Lenin ~OI'QSO --not· 
tho truncnted verslon th~t appe~r. 1~-- 11 to indicata . 
both tho n:aturo of the support to the 80verngont ond tho klnd 
ot t1"'!\nsl tloft:al dc.:aands thnt noed' to be n,lsed. simultaneously: 
to thot lov~r",ent 1n order to ex))o.o 1t ond .. ducnte the clo •• : 
to 1tl rool, nntl-populor nntur~. 

At thl1 point ln our critique we wont to subJect the 
.ntir" -R'," ... '8n" nmlog1, and esp"cln11, the letter ot Lenln 
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to the Salahe_lk Central Cona1ttee to a oloser acrutlnr, ter 
In th11 letter 11 oontalned not onl, the Itrategy th3t ~lde4 
tosether tho reYolutlonmry detonse ot the ierensky res1eel It 
proyed In toct olio the centT~l atT~te!I b, which the c~dres 
ot tho reYolutlonnr, torce. wore inltloll, arced Qn~ troc ~lch 
pOlltlon the Bollheylka regnlncd tho support ~~ cc~ldcnce or 
the vorklng DRaa •• In su~tlclent nuobers to t~c1l1~3te tho 
.wltt tranter ot power to the Bolshevik-led 8~vle~s ~~,slble 
and Inelcapable. The relevanco ot the contents cr this letter. 
written nt the tlae ot the Kornlloy uprising 0S31nst Kerensk7. 
to the .ltuntlon 1n Chile Just betore the t~ll er Allen~e, 
oUlht to be obyloul to the reader • 

. EVen now we cut not support Kerensk7' s govern-
~ent •••• We sh311 right. ve ore tlaht1ng 3~lnst Kamlloy. 
Just ~ Kerensky's troops ~. but ve do n:t supp~rt 
Kerensk,. 2n lh! contrnTY. wo erpose his w~~kness. There 
11 the ditterence. It 11 rnther 0 lubtle tl!rer~nce 
but It is hlahl,~ clsent13l ~nd It mast "n~t b~ rlr~otttn. 
(eaph3.11 In orls1nol) 

The "subtle dlrterence- rererred to 1n the:~'~~;e fro: 
Lenin 11 the dltterence between DU1,tor! sunp;rt (or !\ popul::a.r 
tront governoent while retuslng It ony polltlc:l conf1denoe, 
nnd pol1tlc~l support~ Th~.revolutlonor, terees d~!ended the. 

, aovernnent tron the ores or the counterrevolution, while, SL~b1-
toneoully plnnnlns Its reyolut10~r, repl~cec~nt. thls cen­
trnl Leninist strateg, tor th~ proper orlent~tlcn t~ Popul~ 
Pront gOYQrnnents w~s the historical bRsls tor the slnl~r 
·~trate81el nnd orlentntlon ot the Trotsk71sts 1n S~~1n ~4 
GQr~n, In the 19l0's. 

At this point the SL cuts short the quote ~nd drops th~ 
Issue, Inylng 1n pnsllng t~t. or course. this 1s n~ longer 
relevnnt (then, wh, quote ony ot It 1n the tlrst pl~ce') since 
Allende'. Popular Unlt, governMent ~~I alrendy b~~n s~~$he4. 

orcourae. the letter tron Lenin to the Centrsl C=~lttee 
11 notlrrele.ant to anyone interested 1n coaprehe~~ln; the 
"ethodl by .whlch revolutionaries orient the~selves In the 
tlSht agalnat the counterrevolution. and consequ~~tlT, or 
courle,· there ·11 a vltal realon why thll pnssll;e 1s so !'!yen-
1, truncated 1n the pagel or ~.ork,ets VQncr;un~. "'r~e o\!ntr.\l. ' 
lectlon ot the letter which tha SL choosel t~ ~1~~o~eAr ~o~clt­
lCllll, and clearly locntel the context in wh1ch l~-ls ~ltt~n 
and the p~11tlcftl con;en~ ot the "chnnse or toct!cs· tel" the 
cODing struggle. So tor as the contert 11 cer.:crr.ed, th. 
polc~1cll double-cdaed. lenin 11 argulng Rg~1~st ~~th thst 

. tendency 1n tho Bolshevlk party nnd the cl~ss ~~1:h c10ht utI­
l1ze the proper ,,11.1tur! derence ot the Kcrcns~=:t ;':~~r."L-:cnt 1a 
ordor to: sllde over Into po.llt,1col S\lp,qort (th1s tendency 1s 
the ostgnslblo torget ot the letter) prod nls, th:s~ sQctlcns 
or tho revolutionary tore •• who a1aht elther 1r.cl1ne to 
prenatuto lnlurrectlon or retus. outright ant kln~ or defense 
or the Kere~sk) resiae. 



So tAr AI tho pnl,t,cnl cnntnnt of tho -chnngB of too­
tlol- prolonted 1n tho lutter to thu Central Connlttoe II con­
eeme4, Lonln not onl, tokol tho call tor r.Yolutlon oft 'the 
dookot And out of tho party's propagondA for tho tlDe,belna 
.-- • fAlrl, subltantlol tncttcn} chon,e, he cloorl, And pro-
01 •• 1, enunerotal a lerl~s or partial. apoclflc deaondl rltte4 
to the nev .ltuatlon. which not onl, Itop tar Ihort or rovo­
~utlon (-We Ihnll not overthrow lerensk, rlsht now,-, but also, 

owevor rodl~ol and for-ruachlna. do not'even nentlon the call, 
or anythlna llko.lt, In the rorn or the 11080D of the workerl' 
soy.r~cntt What thll ae~n., or cours., II that the tacttci 
by which the Bol.hovtk. prepared tho eround ror tho October 
reYolutlon run exnctl, counter to each and ever, -prlnclplo· 
In which every SLar 1. lnundotcd, up to.the earl nnd over. 
thAt,any tactiC, any prosr~~tlc ,stateDent that docs not non-

. taln the en,lc word:J -rrr.l..:t:lrl1ln revolu.tlcn- or -work~rs'· 
aoYernoent- 1. exeaplnr, of the TGnkost ". opportunlaa' 

Put another vay, ve night sny vhot aoClvate. the Robert­
.on leod6rshlp to conceal these terrlbl, eabarrasslna para- ' 
,TOphi 11 the charitable ~ct or.-protectlns- tho rightist, the. 
~o.lly opportunist Lenin troa the rock-hord, -high-Trotsky 1st­
eduoated reyolutlonlsts ot the SL ronka, vho would undoubtedl,' 
be outr08td It onl, the, vero to tind out the horrible truth 
About their aentor, tenln. 

SarcaaD aside, there 18 even 0 greater renson vhy the 
SL 40el not W:lnt to ottrnct unduo attention to this passage. 
Ve reprint tho critical section of thl.·letter here, "a 'It .d.­
•• rYOI clos. conalderatlon. 

What, then, constitutes our change of tactici arter 
the Kornllov revolt? ' 

\Ie Qre chnnglns tho C2.I!! or our atrussle against 
Kerensk),. Without In thu least relnxlna our hoatl,llt, 
townrda hla, vlthout taking bock G lingle word aal~ . 
as~lnst hla, wlthnut .renounclng the tnlk or oyerthrow­
Ins hln. wc Iny thnt we nust ~ ~ nccount the: pro­
lont sltu:1tlon. Wa ah:lll not overthrow Kcrcnsk, right' 
now. lIo sholl "pproQch thotnsk or tlghtlns Qsnln,lt , 
hl!"l in a dlrrcl"c-nt vrty. nonely, ve IMil p,lnt out: to 
the people (who nra tlshtlng a3=-lnst KomlloY' Karen'sq" 
vc~kness nnd vncl11ntlpn. T~~t ~s be~n dona 1n the 
p~st ~s well. N:w. however, 'It has becooe the nl1-
lD2or.~n~lnG nnd this constltutos the chnnge, . 

Th~ chnnae, rurthe~, Is thnt tho nll-1nport~nt 
thing now haS becoDo the lntenslflcotlon or our c~a­
p:llBn tor sone k1n4 or ·pnrtlnl 4emnds· to be pre­
sented to Kerensky. arrest Hl1yukoY, ~rft the P~tro­
gr~d werker., luanon tho Kronst~dt, Vybors ~nd Helilna­
ror. troopa to PctroSr.3d, dlssolvo tho Dunn, ~rre8t 
Rodz,anko. lesalllo the trnnsrer or th~ landed oltatol 
to tho peoaantl, lntroduco vorkers' control OYer 3rnln 
and tactorle., eta., ate. Wo mult presant thelo du~n4. 
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not onl, to Koronsk" nnd ~ 11 ~ to Kerens~. aa 
to tho varkel's. soldlors and pe~sants who t~ye been 
cnrrled ~ b, tho courso ot tho atruG~lc r.331nst 

. Kornllo.~Ve ~Ult koep up thelr cnt~usln~=, cr.c~UrD&e 
the. to deal vith tho lenerols and ~rrlcers wh, h:Ye 
declared tor kornl10v, urSe 1hsa to de03n4 the 1::ed13te 
tranater ot land to tho peasnnts, sugaest to ~~~= 
that 1 t 1a necelsar, to arrest RodzY:lnko and :·:!.!ruk:., 
dillolve the Duan, clole down Bech ~d oth~r ~~~raeol. 
p.'lpers, and 1nltltute lnvoltl!'ltlcns og:11nst :he:l. 
The -Lett- 8.R.a CUlt be especlol17 urged on 1n this 
dlroctlon, 

It would be vrong to think thnt ve ~"ye ~:y~~ t~­
ther own, troD the tnsk at the prolet~r1~~ wlr~lns p~ver. 
No. \Ie have CODe very close to 1t, not C!l:-~:':lv, tut 
troe the 11de, !t the nocent ve Dust cn:r~1i= r.ot s: 
nuch dlrectl, 0snlnst Kerensky. os 1r.11r~ct~1 :~lnst 
hin, no~l" by d~aandlns n nore nod ~ora ~c~1~c. 
truly revolutlonnry w~r o~lnst Kornll~v. :h~ ~c~cl­
opaent ot thia wnr nlone c~n lead ~. t~ powc~, ~t 
we nust (penk ot thls as little os p~sslble 1n eur pro­
pnS:lnd3 reDcnbcrlns vcr, well t~t ey~n tc=:r~v 
events "oy put power lnto our h:1ods, nnd the~ we s ... .!lll. 
not rellnqulsh It) •••• 

--Lenln. ~To thc Ccnt~l C:=~lttee 
or the RSDLP· (Aug. )0, 1917) C~l!~:te~ 
Works, Vol. 25, pp. 285-89 

It 'I laportont to note here ~ r~nncr 1L ~~l~h, as Leala 
arguel at lansth, these portlal de~~nds ~nd sl~~~s !heuld be 
rn1led. The, are not ·ch'lrncterlstlc,- Eols~~~!k slo~s • 
Alone a Lenin argues these slogans should cerres~:n~ tc L~ 
bocomo the eleacntol deannds ot the c~sses th~~3~lves. Thus. 
the, aro Intended ftS "cctlon guides- to cduc:te :~e -~1!~t!r~ 
peoplo." In order to turther this Cia, the t~!k ct the 3~1-
Ihovlka 11 to notlvute these denands In such ~ ~~~_~~r as to 
'encouraGe the etrugs11ns r.l1sses. and especl~lly ::"l:o~~rs ot 
otherworklns-clnls cnd pcns~nt-b~sed polltlc~l ~~~~lz~t1ccs. 
to nlke the so den.~nds their own. Por the rcc:::-!. n'~':c!7, ~'14 
cert41nly Lenln, would denY thnt Kcrensky's w~s n '.:':'·J~:~=,ls 
governnont, It II theretore clenr t~~t Lenin r~:~c~~~ {1! 
lndeed ho evor he~rd or such a tQr-rQtch~d thlr~; ~r~~cnts 
euch ftl .thole rolled by the SL that, 

... to coll on the bourseols .·st~te (cven w1 t~ :l "o~uL'U" 
tront lovernr.ent such 01 Allende's) tc cut~~v ~~~ ~1s­
ArD tnscllts Is to awoken 1l1uslens In the c.~sses. 

--HI. August ll, 197) 

Lenin did not call on Kerensky to outlnv. ;r.~elsts In 
the ~lnsslc Icnse ot thnt tera, prl~rl11 bec:lus~ tr.~~~ veremet 
any. the SL obJectl 1n on nll-cncon~'lsslng ~r:.er, hevever. 
Allertlna hlther nnd ,on thot th~x ncvcr c~ll ~~ n bGurgaols 
lovernaent to suppros. Another wins of the bouro.::clsla. P:r 

, . , . ••• 



OUI'I.l.I., WI ,,111 deal wlth the lrJpllcatlon. ot thl. arau,nlnt 
1ft the OQntlzt ot Allend.'. Chill pr.s.ntl,. norl lnportant hlrl 
SI that Lenin'. arp:l.nt. tor th. oours. h. oho •• VII'I ba •• ei upon 
thl undlnlabl. an4 hl.tol'loall, .lrltle4 obl'rYatlon that the nl,­
atl.l. ho.tlll r •• ponll ot thl r.lrenak, res11l. to the'l realon- " 
abll and nlcl •• ar, denandl vould denonltrat. b.tol" the 0..... . 
thl .xtent ot ,ltl collaboratlon with and dep.ndenc. upon Xornl-
10y-t7P" and erpo •• the 11r.lt.d, antl-populal' charact.1' ot the 
coalltlon SOYlrnnlnt. Thl. 1. the 2nlt v.y In such a .ltuatlon 
that i~rxl.t. can po,.lb17 break the consclousn ••• ot thl na •••• 
tro~ the1r 10ns-elt.bll.he4, conl.rvatl •• , ant1-reyolutlonar7 
blinder. and 'parllaaentar,' 111u110n., In a polealc 1n a .1.1. 
1&1' 'ltuatlon. tlghtlns 'Third-Period' 1dlocles on the part ot 
the GerDan Stallnllt •• 0 •• tltteen, ye.r. later, Trot.lcy ret·errecl 
to the abo •• Incident, •• veral tl •• s. and alv.,. In the ••••. 
MMer. at that time, h. characterized the 'ch.nged tactlo' ot 
Lenin &1 on. ot -.laultan.ou.l, carr,l", on a tlank attack-on 
X.r.n.~. . 

There 1. a •• ry good rea.on vhy the '.rles ot part1al demand. 
Lenin ralles In the abov. letter are not opportunl.t errors (ot 
a kiM to be hidden .w.y tro. the tiercel' SL revo1utlonlst.s vho 
al!ht otherwise reject the ... ter .long with hll polltica1meth­
odl'. The SL Is opposed to call1ng on the popular tront govern­
aent. to arrest Its (alcl.t, counter-revolution.r, enemle. on the 
groundl they are both bourSeoll, .nd ve vl11 take up ~ non'enl. 
later. Lenin, ot course, n.ver he.rd or .n, luch absurd prlncl­
ples, in eallln! ~ the ~ere~skt government !e arrest 1h! 
pre!u~td collaborators 2l ceTera ~ornl19V, ~elcadet Hl11ukov 
and the Oetobr,lst Ro<!zyanko I) who were not on 1 not tasclst. 
TTT bUt respectlvel, a llberal lmperlalist'and a roactlonary 
~ourteoll, he 1n tact w.s call1n8, In a concrete aAnner, tor the 
d1.s01~tlon ot the coalition government, In the 8a.e manner a. 
the e.rller Bolshevlk demand, ·Oown wlth the Ten Capitalist 
r.lnlltera'- Ulth that Il06an, along with the later demand to 
arreat the represeiit&tlve. ot the bourgeols parties, the Bolsh,.' . 
• lkl 1n errect were calling tor a •• enshevlk-Soclal Revo1utlonA17 
,overnaent. This tactiC, th1s lncldent, repr~sent. 1n concrete, 
demonstrable tora the actual application .nd use ot the transi· 
tlonal :aethod, which, the SL to the contrar, notW1 thatanellng, 11 , 
not a rosal'1 ot never.changl~g .10gans but the road to power. V. 
had kidded oursel.es, heretotore. that the SL knew thl., al ve 
thou~ht e.er~ .elt.,tjl.4 -Trotlk11It- 4141 1n tact we thought l' 
va. aeo", the mos~ lDp~rtant or the lealon' ot October. 

What ve &ald aboy. about hldlng the contrad1ct10n betv •• n 
the1r own l1ne an4 Lenln' I under analogou. clrcumstance. -- 1' ••• 
conllder.tlons ot purel, bureaucratic selr-protect1on .- repr.· ' 
lent. lOMe or the Iapetus beh1nd the SL decl110n to bur,r thl 
crtt1cal section ot the Letter or Lentn to the Bolshevik Cen­
tral Commlttee. But there 1. even more, and what tollow. ral ••• 
not on17 the Question or lacred bure.ucratic prestlse bit allo 
the aL'. hop.l ••• theoretlcal/pollttcal tlounder1ng 1n a .1tua. 
tlon wher. the lntarnatlonal ola.1 .tru8l1. reach •• It. ao.t 
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inte:uu, heat. AI we noted aboy •• In the ,\ugust J~ ~ the SL 
responded to the attempted coup with a pleudo.~sr.lresto to t~e 
workerl and pealtantl ot Chil. (the formal title 1s -31ght!~ 
Coup Palls 1n CHlle-' Which, Incldentall, and a:o~S a lot or 

. ph:tDlti.aongerlng, called tor -the outla"lft8 and f!!ssrc.1ns o~ all 
tnscl:1t orsonlz.atlon.-. Obvloully, we agree w1th s~eh a CAll. 
as we have deao~.trated, such a slogan, toeether w!th the clar1-
tl'lnB tight to Implement It. eobodles lli ce~:M! r-.~r~ls~ s':~­
teBIs. !'.!!! gt. ~.!~I1.!:ls !l~~ lli pooular front ft:o!,:~ :l~!:: 1 tp!s. 
th= ail~:ar~ detento 0: tho Allende Sovern:e~t a~a~r.st the ~~J--­
S~ols c~unter-r •• olutlon ~! the e111tar1 pre~r1~lo~ tor work­
In<<-claas power, and t,as In tact hlstorlcall), the 30lshey1k stra­
te", rC2lnst both Kornlloy And Kerens~ • 

. But It turns out other -rorce3-, nace11 t~~ ~obert!oa clique 
In tho ~L, kno'f bettor. lJot realiZing or not c~~1~-\; (1f!to can 
tell?) th~t the t,nchsllenged mlnter.ance ot arcs 1n t!te !'L3r.c:!s o~ 
thc.r11\:,tlst spea!'hocd wcre len 1 ves pressed to t!:~ t!".rc::.~ 0: the 
tlorl~lng class, In the YOf'1 nert 1 ssue ot !!! (AU~':'S: ) 1) th!7 
published a corrr.ction of their forcer 11ne (.~~ ~e Call o~ the 
BourBlol£le to CUtlaw ?~scls.?-). this exerc1se !~ ultl:a:1~lc 
tom:"nolcn"), catcBol'lc.:111y a:'ld In no uncertain ter:! :e,,:e:-$~~ 
thC'I:o furllor too'J:-se r.nd I1ne and ansHered I:C! to t;!-.e1r c~~ h:r:=o­
thc~!c31 ~ua~tlon. It Is entlrel), fitting t~~t :he7 r.!ver as~e~ 
tho~:J'clvot ·.,hat thift would r:ee\n In Chile f It Is ~"J.!':her t",leal. 
thl~ t~.'!)' did not attempt to eX})laln hOIf ar.d t:~ ~~!.r ::.s-!e !:".:.ch 
a '~'.':J1ItientGr.Y' e:-ror In the first place, "'~.st 1:s p.,11tlc3.l 
lourel) 'i.:1I ••• althoush such an evaluation "auld ~~ !nstl~e~\!!.l to 
an1 reYolutlonldtlo Instead, the SL substituted rh~:orle &tC\!t 
how treacherous the bourgeoisie Is and c~e up w1:h· a ~e~ ~~eo~. 
whlc~ we characterize with restraint as the pol!t1cal t~~stlc:s 
tor the resurrection In 'Trotskyist' clothes, o~ 'th!rd ~e:!c~· 
conceptions of • aocla1 tasclso'. The nt1nc tole 0:" this t~~c=1'. 
at~ted os 'we nev~~ call on the ponular front to ou:lav t~s=1s~· 
Is belsed on Q sImprl~::lc reading of the line ·0::1:; :hC! ":r~lr~ 
cla:3 can .smash tesclsm ••• •• This Is ot cour=e the ?L 11~~ •. 
l\pQr~ froa clalhlns ,,1 th basic common lense. a::! ~':rlt!r-s 0-':': ct 
the history books the .\111e4 Coalition ot de=ocr3~!c !.:per!.3.11sa 
and Stalinism which In tact did root out tascls:: ~u:.'lr~ \!orl:! 
Vnr II (I', the SL rctre:lts to general/hlstor1cc.l t:uls:s. It 
!.! tNe thet In the l.1:,!l. h'storlesl anslvs...!!. C!"'.ll· the tr!u.:;h.. 
of the ~crklns cl~~s ~~~ f~revc~ dastrol the th=e~~ ct fas=ls~. 
but thl8 18 the same as say Ins that the future ~e~ the wor~!r~ 
class er.d all h"manltl lies 1n either soc1!ll!.s:: s.=:. ~":~'.:-·I!.~ . 
1\1 hl1torl h:u: :t:t:n, this truth nOllhere rerers :.: or a~~11.!s l!l 
"artlcul~.r hlstorl~al !.r.cldcnts or even worlc:! .,·3=3. I.,,:!~es!. 
It ruprl~ent. G clasDlc e~=ple 1n which abstra::lr tr~e ~=e­
script Ions In the sener~l beco~e concrete lles 1~ the ~~~lca­
lar, and' the basic tNths or sclentlf1c 1'4rx1sa Are t:-a:lst'or:e4 
Into dc.nserous .nnd to be throWft In the e7es or t~e .tOr~1.ng 
class. 

U'l are not partlcularl), Interested 1n pole:!cl::lns with such 
no~cer.~~ aD the ~L promotes here on Its -.er1ts· tee.use 1t 
ha.ntt Ani, a. a tew 81nutes retleotton on the st~te of the 
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,.orld .lncl about 1936 vould clearly demonstrate. the SLit 
'theor1zing 1. 1111p1,. a blowhard exerol.e In ahabbl polltlcal 
Id10c, and a total alootne'l trom reallty. As 'proot' ot thelr 
new theory they make great play. ot course, w1th a couple ot 
quotatlonl troll Trotlky, The d1tt1cult, 11 that the po11tlo. 
the SL clallil are those ot Trotsky, It taken In the context ot 
the r1penlna r.evolutlonarl sltuatlon ot Ch1le 1n the week. betore 
the tall ot Allende, would have played a whollx. passt va, abn,tan­
ttonllt, antl·rev~lutlonaTX ~I A closer look at the cont~!1 
ot thl. l'rauc1ulent, ostena1bly,TrotskJ-derlved, 'theoret1cal ' 
~roun41ns' ot the SL 11ne wl11 clearly demonstrate how the aL 
detorm. and dl.embovels·the·trotlkylst anal,al. ot bonspartla~i 
popular tront. and ta.cl •• , 

To 81 ••• ome credence to their otherw1s. Wholly absll:-' un" 
ae&n1n$le •• llne. the SL quote. two passage. trom Trotlky'l 19)4 
wrltln!s. One 1. an 1ncidental iIde comment trom the pamphlet 
·~Iar and the Fourth lnternatlol14l- .whose major tocUI Is on 1:1).'er­
tall.t val" not popular tront •• the burden ot the SL-quoted lectloD 
ls that tor .revolutlonarle. to call on the capltallst· state C!.'ll 
capitallit Itate?) to suppress the t.sclsts lOWS 111ul10ns about 
bourBeo11 democracy. lulls the .1g11ancl ot the workerl and dl­
morallzes them, The other quotatlon 18 more substantlve and 
sl.e. the SL sa.e away, and we quote It here I . 

Cftrtalnl),. the Radlcals declared themselves for the d1I&r.­
a~ent ot everyone -- worklrs' organ1zat10ns Included. Cer­
talnly. In thl hand. ot a Bonapartlst state !'Il. such a 
c~asurl would be dIrected especlally against the worker., 
Certainly, thl 'dlsarmed' iasclats would ,ecelve on the 
aorrov double thelr arms, not'wlthout the ald ot the pollci. 

-- Trotlky, -Wlther France?-, Noveabe~ 1934. 

Doe. anyo~e ler10usly th1nk that ~ deacr1ptlon tlta the 
atate ot attalr. 1n 4l1ende's Chlle, whlch everyone not runn1ng 
about holdlns an enormous rus 1n tront ot thelr taces knows has 
been the .ost 'lert w1ns' or ID.l popular t'ront governaent 1n h1.­
tory, and the mo.t ded1cated to carrylng out Ita own. refor.lst 

. program? The SL's 1aplled comparl.on between the two altuatlon. 
11 alDpl, lncrldlble. tlhat really glve. thl1 1deologlcal tast 
Ihuttle .way 1s that particular phrase -In the,handa ot a Bona­
partl.t atate-, In -"h1ther Prance?- Tlotsky ;"as dlscussing the 
sltuat10n ln Prance !n !2l!. a France governed ~ by a popular 
tron' realae but ~ rlr~t-~Q!. semi-FaSCist bonoportlst govern­
~I To uae a more accurate analoS7. to call on a ~ranco to 
disara the falCiste ls absur4. to call on the Republican Sovern­
.ent or ureo Caballero 1n .:ipa1n 1n 19)6 to Implement the JIIea­
aurel necessary to break Pranco's moblllzat10n ot the counter­
revolut10n 11 not ,bgurd, and constitutes ln tact but one ot the 
aeans b, whlch the ant1-taacl.t/ant1-capltall.t tlsht 1s waged. 
U~oubte41J, the SL can't tell thl d1tterence between Ca~llerol 
Xerenlky/Allende and a'rlghtlst Bonapartlsa, undoubtedly, the 
rational r •• t ot the wor14 can. So tar a. '.ow1ne Illu.lons', • 
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lulllng the workera to .leep and all the rest ot the potr.ts 
made 1n the parasraph tro. ·War and the Pourth Inte:nltle~l· 
are ooncerned. Trotsky, clearl1 was n.sz!.. as the SL v~~!c! hs7S tt" 
aettlng down aome eternal metaphyslcal ·prlnciple-, ~Jt as the 
oontext or the ')4 wrItlngs Ind1cate vas lnstesd ~!rectlr~ a • 
polemic asainlt the Stalinistl and soclal deeocrats who we~ , , 
preaching excluelv. rellance on the bonapartlst s~ate ap~arstu. 
to d1sarm the fascilts, and counterposed thls rel!ar.:e to the 
lndependent aralng or the worklng claas. Were T=o~s~ really 
attemptln8 to SO beyond that context, ve would hs7e ~o ask ~Jr­
aelYel what thil -~rlncIple· means ln the con:ext c~ Le~1n's 
call to bloc with Kerensky, tor ~erensk1 to carry c~~ a revolu­
tionary var aga1nst lorn110.(I' and to arrest the collatora~or. 
and bour~eol. m1nl.terl 1n h1s sovernaent. Is T=o~s~ carr.1~ 
out a not 10 lubtle poleolc acalnst Lenin's conce;~!c~ ot the 
r08d~,power here? Is that what the SL thlnks w~e~ lt corl:ea!. 
the operatIve eectlon or the LenIn letter? Isn't!t c!ea~ t~~t 
the context ot the retormllt popular tront 80verr~~~~ o~ the o~e 
hand and the context ot a rightIst bOna~Qrtlat re;l:e on the ' 
other, are wholly dlsalmllar, and that conse~uentll :he tactIc. 
by whlch the worklh8 clasl 1s ~obl11zed 1n the one case are rad­
lcall, dltterent tto. the other? 

To push the absurdIty turther, another passs~e 1n th~ S~ 
artlcle trom vhieh we are quotina, -00 ~e Call on ~he 20ur!eol­
sle to Outlaw Fascls.'-,'attackl the SJP/L1gue Cc=-~r.lste tor 
the slogan -Jal1 the taaclsts, not the Llgue.- Ve~1 sood. !Ut 
••• the context ot the artIcle and the correctlon re~.r~lr~ t~e ' 
11ne on Chlle implic1tly 1dent1tles the reglee or the lc,e=lal-
1st Qaulllst Pompldou with that of the soclal 4ecoc=at I\llendel 

, That thla passes tor Trotskyism In .~ee circles dees not a~aD 
lt has anythlng In co~on vlth .~rxlsm. The whole ~ol~t of the 
SL discussion 1. postulated on the questlon, whethe~ er no~ to 
call on Allende's ,government to suppress the spea~~e3~ o~ the, 
anti-working olas' torces, a popular tront reglee ~!r:ual17 l~ea­
tical vlth Kerenskyl •• 

If we were to attempt to draw any conclusions ~ro: the S~·. 
pertormance to date on the1r theorl&lng about the I\l!e~~~ go?era­
ment and their retusal to place the deeand on thIs ~3rt!cula~ 
~overn~ent to d1s.r. the counter-revolution at a ~l:e when th1. 
wal the press1ng need of the vork!ns class. we vo~~~ haYe to 
conclude that tor the SL a capltallst £oyernoent !s a capItalIst 
sovernaent. Perlod. Prom the va, the 3L pOles the ~uestlon. 
-00 \Ie Call on the Bou1'"seolale to Outlaw Fascia:.?· a::d t::Jt -:'0 
ve call on popular front 60vernments to outlaw ra.c!s~, ar.d 1t 
not, why?· -- that I., the lumping tosether of ill !"c=-=, £:. ~­
!~Sls !Yl! Into ·one reactlonarl maas- -- the, otl!:e=s~e a1: th~ 
preclae, crltlcal,dlstlnct10ns Trotsky £a~e ln his ~l~h~ o~lnst~ 
tascls. between bourgeols totalitarlanlsm, a1l1t~rr-~1!ht1st 
bonapartlsm, -normal- democrat1c capltallsa, popul~r front ~oy­
ernments and the 11ke, the,SL clearly implies 1n w~~t ther ~Aye 
sa14 resardlns Chlle that all these dlltlnctions are lrreleyant 
and,that theretore the laae 8tratesle8, the aace tae~lcs, the 

.,. 

I 
, 
I 



• • 

.am. 'J)rlnolpl.I' apply 1n each and every cal.. What a travelt, 
ot rArz11ml Are the aovernment. of the Greek colonel. or CUba 
under Bat11ta, on the one hand, and keren.kY/Allende, on the 
other -- that 11, the own.rl ot pollee Itate. and the outer­
aOlt liaitl or deaocratlo oapitali •• -- the laae thins? Ye.? 
NC'? \lho can tell? 

But it the ~obert.onitel do hold the.e are the lame thina, 
fundamentally .1811ar, then how do they account tor Lenin's con­
tral7 Itrategy In AUg'U.st, '1917' Clearl,_ Lentn never heard. or 
thl. fundamental Pttnc)ple or Len1nil.. Isn't thil why the Cen­
tral Coulttee letter roa Lenin va. dlleabo •• led .1n the SL ' 
pre •• ' 

It, on the other hand, we are accue1ng the SL talsely.and 
it turn. out they do not th1nk all bourgeol. government. are one 
reactlonary mal. and that different sLrateg1es do apply to 
:(erenlky/Allende tyt>e governments ln the .ame manner as Lenln, 
then what on earth 11 the point or baslng thelr approach to 
Allende on a quote trom Trotsky 1n.19)4 1n Whither FrAnee? 1n 
which the question ot strategy under an Allende-type government 
W~! D£t, could n2! b. posed tor the good and suttlclent reason 
that the government under dlscusslon wal apec1tlcally described 
by Trotsky onl, a few paragraphs beyond the SL-selected aectlon 
as a r1ghtwlng Bonapartlst-capltallst regime rest1na on ,an4 
"lnconce1vable without the exlstence ot the tascist Banss." . 
Trotsk7 sald, a hundred timel, that the truth 11 alwaYI cone ret,. 
"her. 11 the analogy between ?rance In 19)4 and Chlle In I\uglIat, 
197)' Does the SL think the Allende government rested 2n 1h! 
fosclst gang!, and tor that reason wouldn't disarm and arrest 
them? If not, what's the polnt of the quote' \las Trotaky 
preach1na an 'eternal truth' here' For that matter. 1f 'rrotsky 
thousht an1thlng 11ke the SL holds he dld, what woula have been 
the polnt to make d1stlnctlonl 11ke 'popular tront' government. 
any"a,' 

The truth ot the matter regarding the di.eppear1ng passage. 
tro~ Lenln and the appearance on the acene ot 'replacement' pas­
'sse, troa Trotlley which appear on the surface to be cOllpletel, 
counterposed to the Bolshevik strategy 1n 1911, 1s that the auth­
or ot the st'. AUgult ) man1te.to attempted to baae hlmselt, 
ho"e.er lneptly, on Lenln'. ItratelY and tact1cI during the per­
iod ot preparatlon tor the October aevolut10n. This attempt'wa' 
superceded by the top clique. whlch hal t1nally discarded the 
little ragl and patche. or -Trotskyism- to which 1t tormerly 
clung 1n rayor ot some ultra~lert, abstentionist appeal to PL. or 
Venceremol. or whoever they think thoy can lmpress, towards "thl. 
eM, they tound loae Trotsky quotations wh1ch. cut up right ancl 
not looked at too closely, 6ppeared to have 80me s~perrlclal • 
resemblance to Chile. 'the SL wa •• transled by the contradic­
tions between their parmanent ta1lendlnB or PL-type adventurl.*: 
in the rA~e or reBroupment and the concrete ne.da ot the Chllean 
workerl. ror revolutionary 11tuatlons. whatever thelr atteraMth,' 
ha.e a terr1ble habit ot throw1n« a po11tlcal .earch11sht on , 
opportunlstl an4 abstentlonlet. ot all etrlpee. 
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The trouble with the Trotlk7 quotatlons the ~~ ~l:' up'to 
preaoh abstentlonl •• 1n Chlle 18 that the, do not ~e~l with. 

, period ot the Iwltt tranlrer or power tYJ)lcill or a re·:clu!!lo:tA17 
lituatlon, Since the 11tuation durlns the last days or I~le~~e 
waa 10 Inexorabl, almllar to the Kerenlky!Bolshevlk ~o~el in 1917. 
and wholly Irrelevant to the 11tuatlon In ~ranch l~ !9)~, ar.~ 
11nce thl1 contradiction wal blowlns up In their tac! !r. th!!r 
own, words, it wal neceaaary tor the SL to eor;ce~l ~~"!!:" eCOJ,!:': !r­
p'osttlpn or lenin to Trotsky (I), which Is v.hat all t~!S ~as:­
Shuff11ns or quotatlona would otherw1se O~. Ty'!=efo=e, :he S~ 
chose the path or hlntln8 It va. rollovlna Len1n (:~e rart o~ ~~. 
quotation they actually printed) whtle In reality ~!S!:~:~!!lL-~ 
the central BolshevUr .trateg; by wh1ch the revolut!c:'l W'!1S cac!e. 
Speclf1cally, what the SL had'managed to do was cc~r.:e~ose the 
11nl or Lenin and the line or.Trotsky on the cen:r!l~ Ci~estlcn c~ 
.theroad to power and soclall&t revolution! ~!hat ~o 'oi Easy. 
f2! throw out Robertson, dissolve the SL and learn :~::~~1~ a~~~t 
liarxlsm, as political lerlousness would dictate, cr eC'.l!'se. 1:,:" 
they Just ••• cut the lenin quote, did everything ~c=!!~~e to ~raw 
attention away rroa the Bnlshevlk program 1n the p __ =l:! o~ d!re~ •. 
or r:erensky In the period or the 1,ornllov uprlslr.;. ~h=ew d:.lS~ 
In the eyes or the readers by some adventurlstlc rer.~!~~ about 
prQletAr\an rev~lutlon n~w, when such a call was t~~h ho~~less 
!M SUiCidal, and hoped their polltlcal opponents t~~.:l~ proTe as 
unlnrormed about baslc I~rxlsm al the clods they ~~~e ~ralned 
their membership to admire and to become. 

If 1t Mere only a quest10n or erposlng the S~ r~=ee !n t~e 
May they cut and paste quotations trom Ler.ln an~ Tro~s~ 1n 
order to make them ossified sectarians ar.d a~s~en:!o~!s:s, we 
Mould not have wasted our t 1~e on the ISS-ole. ~!hat!s l~or:a!:t 
In the Whole moraas above 1s the poll t.I, e.s1 l:!thod bj- ~·hlch the,. 
transform TrotskY Into a rormallst pedant an~ a pol~tlcal o;~o­
nent or the revolutionary needs or the Chilean wor~~r~ class, :0 
whoa the Issue of the dlsarelns or the counter-re?o:u:lc~ :~s 
not a motter or rllm!lalDl!llng quotat Ions but "~"s!cAl !",!~! "1!!1. 
Th1s m,ethod, ",hlch !s character1stic 1n one tore or a:::t~er or 
!ll the pseudo-TrotskYls~ ~roupa who trace their 1!r.~~3e to the 
SUP after the denth or Trotsky -- that Is, to the :c-.:r:h l..,ter­
notional of CaMon-Heal,-Pablo -- must be cut out o! the 'trotsk;F­
la' aoyeaent It a revolutionary r·iarxlst Internatlo:".al ~a~7 1s 
to coae Into exlstence. . 

The SL, like all Its 11k, deals with rorenl c~:eGorles 
rothe~ than concrete realIty. Had the, approache~ t~e Is~.le ~ 
the ,~Bnner or i~rxlsts and not a petty-bourgeois hCL~, t~~~ Is, 
hod they asked themselves what polltlcal tora 0: the t~.lrSeols 
state in France TrotSky was analyZing. and under w~~t s~!clrlc 
hlstor,1cal conditIons, they mlr.ht not have !allen In:~ suc~ a 
rormallst approach to the Chilean popular rront co~e~e~~. ~~t 
Trotsky oftftlyzed in Wh,t ther: ,::'rlln.ce?, rro. which he c!re'f the cor-­
elusion that 1t wal pOIntless and rutally dangerou, to ~e:3nd or 
1b!! 80 vernment the outlavlng and IUppresslon or t~e fasclst 
or~Qnlzatlon., w •• not a bourseol. Itat. ~ such, ~~~ a ~~:tlc~lar 



bour!eoll .tat. ln a partteula,. hletor1cal perlod. Thoi." 11k. 
the SL an4 the other 'cont1nuatore' ot pe.udo-Trot.kyl ••• who' 
reduce r.rxllt thought to the .cho1aetlc 1e.e1 ot the manIpula­
tion ot formal cat.gorle. are forever loet when lt co •• s to 
comprehendlns and actlna upon the concrete qu •• tlon. of revolu­
tlon and counter-revolut1on. 

Thl1 incapaclty on the part ot the SL to moke the proper 
dlltinctlon betw.en the varloue tor •• at bourseoll rule pre­
clude. thes troa tQrmulatlns a pollcy which could aove the ma •••• 
around the qu.stlon ot detence ot the Popular Unlty government. 
Ey IdenttfY1ns. a. th.y do, a bourseols Bonapartlst dlctatorsh1p 
ba:e~ cl1rectly upon the v.ry auults ot the bourseolsle, the 
al11tary And pollce apparatus, and' the organized tasclst ganss 
(t"~~ ~s the torm 6t state Trotsky sald exlsted 1n Prance 1n 
19j~l) '11th Allende'. Popular Unity government, the SL aay. ln . 
ettect there 1. no esaential d1tterence between a close triend 
ot tasclsa and a &ortal endmy. Hldlng behlnd the generic cate­
aory -bourgeolsle" the SL ls in the posltlon ot ldentlty1ng a 
re,l~. whlch would voluntarily cede power to ta.clsa (Hlndenburl 
ln Cer:anJ) wlth a bourgeols r.glme tasclsm had to phys1cally 
~~l~~tft in order to come to power (e.g., the Spanish Popular 
Front). The bloo~ 11ne drawn between tasolsm and the Popular 
Front ls totally insignltlcant tor these ~seudo-Trot.kylst8. 
By retuslng 'in prlnc1pl.' to call upon the popular tront Popu­
lar Un1ty governcent to dlsband tasclsts 6n the grounds t,Mt It 
represent I nothlng bYl. the ,Uctatorahlp ot the bourgeolsl~ I that 
tasclsQ 1. a necessary weapon of the bourv,eols reglmea and thAt, 
theretore, to call on thls bour!eols state to liquidate ltl own 
"ea~ons servel only to sow llluGlons wlth!n the working cl.ss -­
the SL hal succumbed wholl, to the 'fhlrd Per10d Stallnlsta' , 
theory that the r.formlst. are obJectlvely ln alllance wlth 
tasclsm! Tosether with the conceptlon and practice or the 
'unlted tront trom below', the SL has embraced tully the theor, 
ot aoclal talclsm. 

The tact 18 that everyone ln the world, not only in Ch11e, 
knew that some lort ot al1ltarl actlon was not only lnevltabl. 
bu: l:mlnent. Durlng the period ot the coup ltselt. which AP-

o pears to have lasted well over 24 hours, the sltuatlon deunded 
thnt the (~rzl.ts, were any there, bulldlns on the authority and 
1nfluer.ce they had attracted by the appllcatlon ot thelr'.1l1ta l7 
det~~~~'t tactlc. betorehand, call on the worklng clasa organiza­
tlons. trade unlons, partles, 0 etc., to eacalate their mllltary 
detense ot the Allende ~overn.aaent to the level ot a natlon,-wlde . 
general strlke agalnst the ml1ltary counter-revolutlonand the 
entlr. bourgeol, ottenllve, In this sltuatlon the tactlc would 
become that or deton41nB all lnstltutlons ot the worklnG cla~s 
with ArDed cllltlas. Such an ov~rall atratesy would not only 
contront the al11tarl plotters wlth a denlal or their so~1al 
baSI and capac 1 tl to nale I lapllcltly, It 1fould create atatal 
political ~acuum. ! pertod 2!. armed ~ po,.er, strip the J)opu­
latlon ot any 111uslons ot the strenath and capacltl ot either 
th. All.nde lovernment or the Junta, de.orallze the .111t'~rl 
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~anke And poee directly the queet10n or what elsss c~~l4 there­
after rule. through this proctss. the orsanlzatlon or such 
8eneraliii'tlon or the cla •• would. 1n the rleld, c:-ea=e those 

. orgdnlEltloh41 struotcre~. etrlke oomm1tte~'aoe the lite, wb1ch 
would'" hold state power 1aaedlaCe~~poft· the •. oru!h1r~ ·ot ·the • 

. lenerala' 1ftftl'1'eotlon. . ... 

But th1s did not happen. at leaet on a sufflc!en=ly wl~e 
ba.lsa the oppolltlon wae local and ea.lly Isolated o~ce t~e 
sovernaent tell, tlnall, petering out Into In~lvl!ual. local 
mllttary controntatlons with bands of the Junta's t:'ocps. Atter 
Allende was crushed, with no efrectlve opposltlcn. t~e y=rkln& 
clas. had become demoralized and dl sper.ed, and. the re1:"ol~tlc:-.s1'7 
upsurge ,.,a, dlsI1pated and rolled back. the SL ·1::~=!'Ve:'1ed· tr!t~ 
a call tor workers insurrection. Under such cor.d!~!c::s a call 
tor 'proletarian revolutlon'(I) Is !n the t~st c~~e a call ~or 
putsch1sm, a mad adventure -- a deltbe~e,' crl~:lY re:k1ess 
IrresponSibility. Unrortunately, the people t:ho =~'! S"~=h ::ad 
proposals are rarely the ones who surter the cor.se~~!:::es as 
Justice would demand. The present SL 'policy' Is 4 s~~~~y. 
cynical playlns with the lives ot the Chilean wor~e=s, po11tlcal 
vultures trying to pick some meat ott the bones c~ :~e ~sst ar~ 
tuture Victims ot the counter-revolutionary t~5eer. Ih~ real 
reYolutlonary needs ot the Chilean worklng class s:a~~ !~ star~ 
contrast to the lntantlle nobersonlte phrase-conE~r!:-~ ~~ : 
pseudo-lett posturing, the power ot the Junto c~s: ~e broken. 
and a re~oupln~ ot the class together with the res:ora~lo~ ot 
It. Infatltutlons aust be undertaken. tie can test !c:':'.1lste 
these tasks by asking the questlona un~er what SlO,:5::S, "".a~ 
poll tical understandlng. ~. can the working cla3s r~=oup its 
loalee Mnd find the road to power? 

ft series or democrAtic ~ trans1tional ~e~~~~s :0 be 
addressed to the worl~lng class prlr::arlly and wh!c~ !l~?ly to the 
present sltuatlon would Include the tollowlng. rest==e the con­
Itltutlon. legallze all polltical partles, tor a co::s:ltuer.t 
assembly, remove and disperse the troops, l~~~la:~ =elea~e ot 
all prlsoners and hostaBes. The Btrugsle to ca=~ out these 
demand. would set the vast majority ot the po~ulne= asalnst the 
Junta. the succes~rul accomplishment ot these ~e~~~s WQul~ 
bre~k the Junta and destroy tts capacity to ~1r.t3!n !:se!! by 
challenglnc the net .. order on whlch It rests. ?:-J •• :~: I!ra:tlcal 
.eans can the workers stru~~le tor their decs~ds a:A!ns: the 
powerot the junta? The present condltl~ns re~u1r~ =he ror.~­
tIcn or nnder3round, 111esol comm1.ttees ot acl:lon. eO:I!ose<! o~ 
workers and peasnnts and speaklna In the nac~ o! a ~:!:e<! front 
ot .a11 worklns-class organlzatlons. These actlc~ c~~1ttees 
would have the ~aok ot prcpftrln~ tor an erter.de~ ~~b!~!e~! ~e~­
ern.! str1ke to Gecure Its demands and to tear th~ ;==~u~:1ve 
base. from the new balance of soc1al torces. The £~:c!ss~ul 
mrilntcnRnce or such a strike would cont1nuously P~~! ~!reet17 
the 'quest10n or a transition to power. Idiot sr.~e~s A~out 
"democrats" ahd SL-type 1ndifrerence to the su~:~~=s!or. or 't~­
se9.1s· and an~ other clvl1 llbertles by the Junt3 aro ent1re17 
out otthe quest1on. 

,. 
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:he Iltu.tlon 1n Chlle ls slmllar In many respects to the 
ltat. or the German worJdng clas8 rollowlng the fasc1st v1ctor)' 
In January, 193" althoush ~ !hi! D2! !l !l! lnsl~nltlennt 
41rtereneel 1n Cier~ny In the.30s, fasclao completely 4cstr01e4 
not only the polltl·cal part.les of the proletarIat but all the1r 
orES~!:~~loDS includlns.the trade unIons and replace4 these . 
u~!ons with rasclat labor rro~t8. These ·organized" the CieraAn 
wcr~ers 1nto one colossal company un!on. Sy thIs mean. fasclsa 
ac~c=~~l!hed vlrtually !h! cO~Dlete ~011tlcRl ~ oIc5nlzot1onal 
"tC'~l:;tlC:1 ~ lli proletariat. In Chile today the boauportist 
c~ll:a~y d1ctatorshlp ~~s not a~ all demonstrated the strength, 
~o~ ,et, ro~ ~~~t e&tter, the des1re to carr1 through such a 
t:'&r.stcrcstion." It. hotleve:-. the junta 18 UMble to stabllize 
the sl~atlon and restor,e or4er, 1t It ls unable to efteetlvel, 
~ollce t~e workln! class, then It '1111 undoubtedly a~tempt to 
ce!e ~ower to a notlve talclsc, under these condltlons, tho 
Chllesn re?olu~lon w1l1 be rendered vlr~uall1 lmpossible roran 
ent!re perl~d, unl.ss thls tlme by lcpetus tro2 abroad (e1ther 
dlreet~v. say ty an Argent1n!an workers' revolution, or !aulrect-
1I -- a~~ this applles of ccurse to the entire South Amerlean 
eC:l~:'n.nt -- froa the spresd or Victorious proletarlan l"evolu­
~1o~ 1~ the Advan:ed capltallst countr1es.) Thus, so lo.~.as 
tascls= 1n Chile hal not taken power In 1ts own name the vlct~r.r 
ot the proletariat 11 stlll ~osslblel There 1s stlll tlCl nnd 
opport;~:,,"~ ~y for the class to regroup and this tlme .un~er the : 
l;&:L-te:- cf a Trctskylst party. But tor thl1 one ault ,lave a cor­
re:t strategy and proaram. 

• • • • • • • • 

.. 
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. OPPORTUNISM AND AD~TURI5M. NOT AttTIPOD::S ~:"'T 'l'~::::S 

••• And th~ Zentrale? It met 1n BerlIn an~ -ac~e:e~ted t~e 
actlon" l after the u~ri.lng was already los~-,. ~r!~·. 
8esslon ot the Zentrale, convened days berore ~~e te~l~­
tlon or the actlon, of the me~bers presen~ t!~e ~:~e~ a­
t olnst three tor the tera1nation ct the aet1:r.. ~J~ ~ere as 

. elsewhere they became vIet!.s as well or the~~ cxr. ~~res 
of -slocknes!,- ·opportunls~· ~'-l and -l~~:~l~l:y· ls!~ 
tor oth~rs. In the tace or the three votes, ~:!ss~r~ !o: 
8tlckinc It oat, the other rlve d1d r.~t ~:e ~o r~~! 
through their own positlon ror tea~ o! be!~~ ~~!~~::e~ c~ 
lnsufficlent revolutlonary dr1ve l '-I. ~~:e! ~a:~e -re­
ports" fro~ three d1stricts !ndlcotlr.3 .~=:~ L:~!=~.- t~~t 
the' farmhands or East Prussla were ·on t~e :~~~- were ~~~­
rlclent, Accordlngly, new c!ssengers were t!!;~:c~e! In 
order to "accelerate the actlon.· And. what ,:!:-~ the re~­
sons' gl ven· by those three d leha:-ds? ~e do ~'!~ C:.e~: ""~!~~e~ 
~ll three shared lt, but 9ne or them o!re~~~ G~ a rease~ 
that the action had to be drIven on, new t~~~ !: ~~~ ~e!~ 
lo:;t. ~ !2,re.sto.ll p9ssible att;l1cks !l:.2.:l ~ ":!!"~., ~~=!S­
o1tatln3 Q defens~ only 8

J
t'Blnst the "rleht o

• L :..~., t::~ 
Levi "r1shtH 1n the r~Dt • 

What eould 'one ~oss1bly anSwer to th&t? £~e~ th~ be~~Ylor 
,of Lu~c~~or:~ ~~lo~ by cocpar18on. He, at lc~s~, cens~l~~s 
of cert~ln defeat, h~d ene~1es or h!s cwn clas~ :eet t~~!r 
death. The ott:\ers. ho\-,evE:r. h9<! thei '!" e~ !":'!:h a:-:~ b,!C'!~ 
perl sh In-g: ellUS,e ",hlch t;he~" $:!seleres t!~ ~.:. ;~~:r:;-r!!: :.:­
n1Zf!d U lost. slC!T>lv ~ !!U:! ~ r.c..,~!.t!e~ ~ !c! ::~~:~:~. 
":Q do not w1sh a pf:nonce or. the co:~ac.es ~.~': ~~~ t::!s, &:-::. 
w1th who~ we ourselves llved throUFh CS~j Eec~ Q~~ ~~~ 
tl~es. Lut moy thoy burden thecselve:;, fo~ ~~e!~ c~~ ~eke 
Dnd ror thst of the party 1n whose 1nte=e~t ~h~y :Aj ~~~e 

. b~lleved to have acted, wlth just one east!~~:~~r.. ~ 
: le~er er:31n ~l"ow th~1 yo faces to t;he Cier!:!l:'\ '!:,:,:"~!~s.; ... 
. emphasis' ad.:iCciT -=- - -

._- Paul ~"1, ~ .C.-,ou.-,"'.:;._-.s.-,e A~!r.!~ ?..:t!!'!h!!':l 

The reolly rr3ntlc fear or the SL thst so=ec~!, se=ew~~:e. 
lshtcall thea ·op~ortunlst· has proven In'th!s es,! a~~ se~!:a1 
thers reeen~ly to h:\Ve pUShed them Into t!1e so.::e~ ... ::a t ~:1 ~:a::ce 
r adventur1stlc pass! v1 ty, dea:.andlng that Call!c:-::!a :ar:~':=:4:ers 
t" Chlleon Hor!cers, or sooeone else, carry ClUt o~~ er s~ot!':~:­
,nat1c advCilture. Yet the history ot Earx1sc h1.!: c!e:cr.:rtra:e'! 
'nvlnelngly that !,!u.tsch 1 ~m !!.!!! p.~ve:'lt,url 5:1, ll~e s'!c~~:!s~!S!l 
all J\lnds. nrc only th'l p:"Q,dl~C t 2!. onoortu!'l1.:::, =::::=:-':'.:~!S!1 . 
~nd1ng.1n rear of itself. ~hot 1s th~ Sl£~!~~~c~:~ o~ th~ 
u:ogcs from Lev1' s polemic a!olnst the ·t~rch ,'.:-;!::t,. £u: 
tT:;'" l\_,,_ry.!!'.tt !).i!P.£..b.!!~, printed abo..,e. tlh~r. ~~~ !!. sny!: '01=1"0-
or1sn revolution! t., you have to swallow you:- ~l:~~l!er ~!-.!!.~ 
one spenklnc 1n the no~c of ·Trot~kyls~· ccul! ~:ter $~~h 
bleh and rcoll=~ thot th3 poInt of all thl~ ~~~~e~l: I~ ~~_ 
",cd to 1q.r~~:; t.he hell out or PL nnd "he::'.!·r~:- ~::~ t~~ ~!, 15 
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-relroupl:lS- toward thes. days. It ought to be obylous'that It 
the Chilean workers vere still unable, due to their llluslons 
an~ lack ot Inrorce4 .4rxlst leadershlp to push beyond the p~p­
ular tront toward reYolut1on b~rore the coup, then It stands to 
rt.s~~. It that vord doesn't offend the pseudo-Trotskylsts 
over=Jch. then In a perIod ot sharp downturn and bloody repres­
.1o~ thry are e~en less able at the present tloe to cake an 
as~e.ult to¥ard stat.!t PQwer. It 1s not only a question of organ­
!zatlonal structu~. but also ot the decay or the subjective rac­
tor, con,c1o~sness. The mll1tary smashln! of the cla$~ under 
rascls~ or rightist reaction does not destroy the 111uslons or 
~he ClaSI In their refo~mlst or Sta11nlst leadership (as lee •• 
to ~e the o~l~lon o~ the au:hor of the SL prescription) but, 
en t~e·cont~ary, preserves and strer-gthens these 11luslons, de­
~crallz'l the class, cakes the workers more responsive to halt­
hear~ed an~ -co~pro:lse- soluttons, undercuts their falth 1n 
thetr capacity to ~Jle, etc •• etc. Thls In turn chan«es the 
actual :elatlonshlp or cla.s forces. tlhat 1s the poInt of 
.t~drlng the h!story of Trotsky's strug,les against fascism and 
h11 CAs~l?e analys1a of the subject and Its ramlflcations If 
or.e hilS not learned even that c:uch? The truth !.! ~ lh! I.!.,!2-
lut!e~ 1! o~~~et!~ely l~noss1ble !n Cblle !l ~ ~resent ~~, 
u~t,1I U!. ~51anee ~ forces !! red lCBllX alte:-ed (and the con­
struct1:n eC a l!nlnlst party Is the m2!l de~~s1ve fBetor In 
the recr,acent o~ the proletariat,. and one ought to say tl'Ilt 
~ch cutright. For ourselves, we thInk It important to ~~mlnd 
the rea~er or Lenin and Trotsky's frequent and savage re3arks 
a~out t~e- -revolutionists ot the phrase" and thelr advlc~to 
d:-iYe such .'D~s,~~rs, out or the aovement, and we characterize 
th' SL'~ clownlns With a paper kn1fe clenched 1n Its teeth BS 
~ust th,t. For, 1: Robertson's Chilean polley has not proven 
a totA!~ S~!~1na6 one In actual fact. it Is not due to h!M or 
his policy but solely due to the tact no one In Chile could 
take It ulth surt!clent serlousness to try to Implement It -­
lt l~deed, any Ch!lean every hears or It. slnce 1t Is written 
not as ~~vlce o! any ~lnd to the Chilean workers. but to appeal 
to t~f ur.rortunates 1n the U.S. Idiot lett. 

It 18 J)art ot the. h1storical record In which the l:Iov~=·.::t 
olalm1n~ ~nln's reyolutlona~y ~~ntle was tranDfo~me~ 1nto Its 
ot)J:os1te, thst ~ch J)lans were nctuRlly put Into practI·J A:'out 
"h1ch tho :lo!)-.rtsonltes only (nntasize. "e have already '''~'lted 
at lor.'. ler.r.th twice fro~ the denunc1Rtion the earlier hend of 
t"e C~r:."\n CO!'..":ftlnlst Party, haul V~vl, wrote a~Rln3t hID p'lrty 
1~~edla~ely upon the de.Ia~ of the InfAmoua ·.~rch AetJon" l~ 
1921, he CAlled It "l!l!t e:r"Rt~nt ,lnklln'n1nt r\tltflnh !!l !l!.!'.t'?~·. 
At the time It ".~ GOI afterwordu, never"l othc:r 'uctlom". 
bureeucr.tlcAlly ~c:Y18ed ftnd 1l1plemtmtC"d, ovt:rtook n!1d curp.· .. J!Jed 
the 'f6lLrch Action'. There had been the thre:'lt or one 1n :!u:J:11a 
1n 1917. eeverol aonths before th~ tiMe bt:came ripe ror tho 
a':ttJal 84!I:Ure or power bl the Govlet:., the:;e lnctd(:ntG, "uro 
dealt '11th bl both Lentn and 'l'rot:kl In sOlDe 0" their most' 
1cport.~t WrItings, and we are lert wIth the chOice or deter­
cinln~ whether the leadlns figures of the S~Are IgnorAnt of 
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the .•• balio work.. or whether the, oJ'ftloall, ·torsot· about 
·th ••• · 

. H.re·l. Lenin. wrltlns .tter the .bo.e-mentlon~d !orn!­
'lovlte oounter-revolutlonarr revolt and on the ~e~y eve ct 
po".r. 

• ••• It the Bolsheviks 41d not even set out to s~a:t an 
lnsurr!ctlon on Jul, ) or 4, 1t n2l ~ s1r.~~~ =ol~~~y~~. 
body La. opposed to 1ndlv1dual mec~e~s ar.~ SU;;Q~~e~!7 
even ralsed such a questlon, the reason tc~ !: 11~s 
beyond t~e scope ot our controversy '11th ;::-:-.'1;-:1 Z:~:Z!J. 
Por we are argu1ng about the lessons or 'C!~1~ ~1~·. 
1.e •• ot Insurrectlon. and not abcut t~e eo!~~ ~~st 
obvious lack ot a maJorlty to support lt r~s~~s!ns ~h. 
revolut10nar7 party trom th1nking ot 1r.surr~:~!c~ • 

•••••••••••••• 
"It the revolutlonary party has no ~jor1~y !~ t~~ a!­
vanbed cont1neents or the.reyolut10n~r; el~$s!s a~~ ~ 
the country, 1nsurrect1on 1s cut or the ~~e3~!cn ~I-,. 
~ioraover, 1nsurrectlon requlre3 I (1) sreu-:l': '=~ tl':e 
revolutIon on a country-wide scalea (2) t~e c:=~~ete 
moral and polltc1a1 bankruptcy or th~ ol~ S:-:-~~~!~t. 
for exa~ple. the 'coalitlon' 80Verr~!r.t, e::~e:e ~ci1-
latlon In the caap or all alddle gro~ps, 1.~., :~ose Who 
do ~ ru11y support the government, althc~r~ ~he1.~I~ 
tully support It yesterday. 

-- Len1n, ·Can the Bolshevlks Reta1n S~S~~ &ower7· 
(October 1, 1911) Collected Yorks; Va: •• tc:.t. 

In Q[t Course Ae~1nst Futsch1so Levi quoted psrt 0: this 
passage to demonstrate the absurdlty ot atte:,t1~o a re701u­
tlonar), -galvanlzlns· or the work1ns class th:cr,:;:: :~~ ::a:! 
"theory ot the orfensl ve- when none ot these ~re,,:,~:;'.:! st ~., 
conditions noted by Lenln existed ln ~~reany !~ :L~:~ l;Zl. 
Our task 1s even easier. Insotar as the SL s~r~~~:~ o~ C31-
lln~ for 1nsurrect10n In Chile 18 concerne~, r.~~ Q~17 ~!~ t~e 
revolutionary party n2l have the requ1red aut~e:!~~. !~~!~e~ce 
and major1tles 1n the "advnnced cont1ng~nts or ~~~ ~!7cl~:!cn­
ary Clas3cS end In the country·, not only d1d ~h' v=r;'!~~ 
cla'ss ,stll1 IIQ1ntatn Its 11luslons In the c",,11~!0~ S~"'!:"n­
lIent ot. Allendo and the rcformlst and ftoll~!st ::.'!.:'~!~s. ~'J~ 
as w80nd everyone else hnve polnted out,' t~ft~~ ~ n2 ~. 
lilt 1 nn".!L art v ~ ill' "cnln i the func!Qe'.:~~31 ,'':-::-; lo~ !~ 
Ch~lt' 1:. conutruct.ln~ :.uch " rarty, r.ot Id 1o~ r:-e~,):31s to 
do thone very thlnr,3 which without the prior ex!~~~~:~ o~ a 
revolutlonnry. Lr.ntnlot party Dre l~no~~'~l~1 

Tr~~~kv ftlnn nttacked mBnlfestfttlon~ or ult:-~-!e~tlso 
In thf) pcrlod--prccecdlng the condltlon:. '(or :he Ce:ober :,~vo­
lutlon. 1I1l reterred con:atantly to the 1911 cven~:: :\~~ ]::011-
ttcD1 Dtru~~les wlthin the BolShevik party th!'e~;~~:~~ h!s 
stru~~lcs yenrs lot6r D~a1n~t the ultra-left!s: e~ :h! ~~~t~ 
sov~ct Dnd the 'Third Perlod' Stallnl~t l!ne !~ C~:-~~~J. L~ 

. ·e' 
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one ot h1! major work' on the 4Jnaml01 ot proletar1an re.olu­
tion he tQUght against thiS pseudo-putsoh1st Robert.onlan l1ne 
a. It was pushed bl the appo1nted leadershlp ot the l~D at 
that time. 

-The pert, ca.e to the October upr181ng, howeyer, through 
a lerles at eta!e.' At the t1.e ot the April 1917 de.on­
atratlon, a lectlon ot the. Bolsheviks brought out the 
.losanl -Dowri'wlth the provisional eoverncent.- The 
Central Co:mlttee lacedlately straightened out the ultra­
lettlst.. or course, we should popularize the necessity 
ot overthrowlns the proviSional government, but to call 
the workers Into the streets under that alosan--~~ ~ 
c~p~o~ ~. ro~ ~ ourselves are! m1nor1ty !n !h! ~. 
~r.~ cla~s. Ir ~e o~ert~row the pr,ovlslonal ~overn~ent 
un!.~:- these co;:tdtt10r.S, we wm not be abre to tokQTts 
l)!.aee, ~ cC;'l!eouently E! W1ll helpthiCO~ntemvolu-

,.t1..2.:l. Ue oust patlerltly explain to tnelllasses the ontl­
~opular character ot thiS sovernment, betore the hour 
!or l~a overthrow hoa struck. Such as the position ot 
the party,- (Emphasll added) 

-- Trotsky. -Asalnst National Communls.-, 
In !b! ~ru6~le Asalnst Fascism in 

Gerenny, p. 97. 

A premature attempt at Insurrection without the prior' 
winning ot authority. lntluence and the necessary ~Jorltle. 
ot the work Ins mas.es. tunctlons as an active aid to t;le 
counter-revolution because It Isolates the van~uard el=~ents 
tro~ the cass. sets th!! ~ rOT ann1hilation and thus beheads 
the lea~er.hlp ot the revolution. This 1n turn renders the 
revolutl~n l=posslble, the commeasurate bloody deteats atom­
izes &nd lowers the consciousness ot the masses. demorallzes 
them &."ld the1r willingness to strugsle tor a long tlr.;e to 
coae. F:o~ thls we can deteralne the real anatomy or ultrn­
le!'t1s:r, that It chooses to go 1nto battle P1",lrS tu Tf'.ll. berore 
cocple:l~ the taska (or deriding their 81enltlcance) ot the 
central 1fork ot the party 1n winning the confidence a;,d alle­
~lance o~ the ad7anced sectors or the broad masses. It may 
be an expre!lslon ot theoretlcal and practical lnexperlence 'in' 
the party ranks. and ot revolutionary lapatlence, It l~ olio 
the prer.r~ed -lett- pollcy or a bureaucracy whlch. cyr.!cQl1~ 
a~usl~t tho trust ot the 1nexper1enced. belIeves It can turn 
revolu~lon on and ott l1ke a raucet as Its ractlonal needs ' 
~e~nd (e.R" Coclntern pollcy 1n Cermany and China). Untor­
tuna~el)' tor bureaucratlcally-insp1red putschlsdI, the work1ng 
massea C!O not always do just anyth1ng. no mtter hON toollsh,' · 
suicidal or antl-l.rx1It, at burel\ucrat1c behe,st. "COJIUItU­
nlats-, or course. w111 one! do. and th1s eorned them the 
r~~ut~tlon CD, oaong other thlnr,n. hopeles~ bunr.lerD amon! 
wide sections or the Cermnn workc.!rn. who con:1t!quontly 'fore 
:"e!nrnrc~cJ 1n tho!,. r.upport rOT the: nnnr.r-11cc·mJn:~ ~:(Jr.:'·l' 
De~oer .. r.y. Anyottto who rends nn" ufI.lcr:ltllndu thc' r.,-,nt.r"l 
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workl ot' Isrxl •• on reyolutlonar7 Itrategy and tactics knows 
It wal precisely 1h!! adventurllt phenomenon (t~$e~her Witb 
the Bor41siatl and the Dutch lectarlan abstrac~lenlsts) 
asainatwhlch lenin tousht In "~-:l1n8· Co:,,-=,.!!"\:'!:2. ~ 
lntftntlle ,Olso14er. and 1t wal th1s d1sease w~le~ ~s excor­
iated, althoush untortunately Incompletely. a: th~ ihlrd 
Congrell ot th' Coaaunlst lnternatlorAl 1n 1921. 

But there are premature 1nsurrections nr.~ preesture 
1nsurrectlons. There are the class1cally pre~:ure lnsur­
rectlonl, such al the .~rch Act10n and the !r.e!~e~ts in the 
Bolshevlk Part' 1n 1911 ve have d1scussed abo~e. when the 
tnaltrat10n and raSe ot eleoentl ot the vang-':!lrt! a~ soc'!al 
democratIc and retorm1st treachery push be1o~! ~he ~~~~a:le. 
ot the objectlvely posslble s1tuat10n, but t~!eh !~ress. ~ 
a dIstorted and even suicidal way. the rls!r~ ~!~e o~ re~l~­
tion.. For the lake ot clarIty. we should &!ls:!~!.:ls?l !:Ietwee: 
these phenomena and those wh1ch take place !~ ~h! a:t!r:s~~ 
or dereat, when the sltuation has ·tor one re!l~O~ 0:"' a:\~tt:er 
or another been mlssed or has been aborted b!ro~e rea:h~~ 
trultion. These uprislngs, or putsche~.t&~e ~l!l~e ~he~ the 
revolutionary tlde 1s In rap1d ebb, afid the l~s~!:~:!o~s or 
the working class _re talllns under the ha--e: ~lo~s or t~e 
armed bourseolale. These are socethlng othe: t~~, s~?!e. 
classIc ultra-lettism. and 1t Is thls tar core ~~a~7 dlseS3e 
that Is mirrored In the SL's call tor Insurrec:!o~ 1~· Chile. 
It Is necessary here to maintaIn the proper prc,ortl~n, :t t~e 
oore deQdly Jisease we ar~ abbut to descrl~e !s t~;!e ~!:ra7S1. 
the. SL's call In metely a t~rcJcal one. 

TrotskY devotes a major sectlon ot his ·Cr!tl~ue 0: the 
Dratt Program ot the CO!llnter'n". In Ib.!. T";1rc! ~~e;1~;0,t!ensl 
"'ter Lealn, to the Stalinist pollcy 1n Ch1r.!L c!t!:-I::; the 
revolutionary pertod 192.5-21. Ue are here. l~~e:-es~e<! prl.:ar1lJ' 
In hiS re£8rks regarding the Inra~ouS 'canton Zovle~'. ar.~ ~ . 
rerer any supporter ot the St'l policies 1n Ch!le to the:. tcr 
theat.alosy II obvious and the conse~uences fcr ~h! C:,\!lean 
working class ,had they atteopted to carry Ol!~ :-.:ch a ad l1:le 
are sraphlcally depicted there. I~At ~~pper.e~ ~~~:: W3S t~~:. 
arter,eara ot carrying out the Coo1ntern-lr.s,lre~ op;or:~!st 
course ot concillatins Chlang an~ palntln3 u~ ~~S !uc~l~ta~~ 
In brIght revolutIonary colors, the·CCP Cell 1~:o Chlar~'s trs~ 
and the' massacre or literally thousan~s oC the Ch!~ese ~~~-d 
rollowed •. Arter the s1 tuatlon .,as lost, !tel!n C!1~ an .~eo.:.t 
tace tor reasons oC tactlonal prest1se and orc!c:e:! the C:P to 
steer a dll'ect course Cor proletarian rcvolutlo::. ':he In~.,1-
table· happened, the reae tl on trreakec! 1 ts ve:".i,.;c::e~ upon th~ 
Commun1ct ~ovement wIth such tury that the CC? eessed to e%!st 
as ft. party w1th a base In the working class c::-! never 8£5t::. 
over decndes. reoovered that base. if-.re Is h~~" ':.'ro:slq ees­
crlbcd that period. 

"3nt:k1n,~ to Insure them:.elves 8'!alnst t!':.~lr ~3St Co~~or-· 
1.UIII"1.7 ulno, tho lC6c1crohlp lIon:Jtrouo17 force! the 
nMII'''U u( ovun~a ,,~ tho f:rlfl or l"nt rcnf nn'J t,ro'.l1jht 
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about the Cftnton alacarrlas't·. However •• "en a aiacarriase 
can teach us a areet 4eal conoernins the organlam ot the 
co~her and the process or seatatlon. The tremendoul and" 
from the standpoint or theory, truly decIsive Il~nlrlcance 
or the Canton eyents tor the fundaQental problems 'or the 
Chinese revolution 1s conditioned precIsely upon the ract 
that we have her" a pheno'menon rare In hIstory and poll­
ttcs, a·virtuel 18bor~toTv e~per1mcnt 2n ! eollo~snl 
se~le. We ~ave paid ror It dearly, but thIs obllBea UI 
all the more to asslml1ate Its lessons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
or course It Is not all a question or call1n~ the Coa­
ftUnlst Party ot Chl"~ to an Immediate Insurrection for 
the seIzure or power. The pace depends entirely upon 
the clreuastances. The consequences of deteat cannot 
be reeoved lIIf:rely by revISing the tactIc. 'rhe revolution 
Is now subsldlns. The halr-concealln~ resolution of'the 
fCC I , the bombast about Imminent revolutionary onslau~ht •• · 
WhIle countless people arc being executed and A terrific 
coa=erclal and IndustrIal crisiS raSes In China are 
c rl!:11nal llshtr.llndedness and nothln~ else. L t _, Afte·r 
three major defeats an economic crlsls does not arouse 
b~t, on the contrary, depresses the proletariat "hlch, 
as It Is, has already been bled white, while the execu­
tions only destroy the polltlcully weakened party. We 
are enterIng In China tnto a period or rerlux, and con~ 
sequently Into s period In which the p3rty dftepen:; its 
theoretIcal roots. educates ltselt critically, creates 
and strenghtens flra organizational links In all spherea 
of the work1ne-class movement, orBanlzeG rurAl nucle1, 
leads and unites partial, at rlrst derenslve and' later 
otrenllve, tattles ot the workers and pe3sant poor. 

--rrotsky, fhtrd International 4rter 
lenin, pp. ·181, 194-5 .. 

The end ot this passQ~e outllnes precIsely the t.yreof par­
tl"l. transItional demands by which tho party can reforz.ltlelr 
and rtbul1d Its Influence a~~ ties within the workln~ class and. 
the peasantry. whIle the earlIer paSSAse castlsatln~ the reso­
lution and bombast of the Coclntern as ·crlmlnal l1Rhtalnded­
nel'" are tl ttlnl$ cOCl!'~ntorl(;:J on the slmllar proposal, of' ~he 
SL today. The dynar.!cs ot the two situations, the crushln~ 
or the revolutionary aen~leenta and movement 1n China 1n the 
late '20s and Chile today, are entlrely al~llar evon thouBh the 
aaRnltude 1s qualltat1vely ~lrtercnt. Bu~ the need to re~roup 
the class and build a party 1s the main task or harxlst~ 1n 
Chile now, and Trotsky's sus~ested tactlc:J enumerated above 
are based on a 811.11ar procnosls Gnd :Jtr"te~y. Crae ce·ntr~l d It­
terf:n:e between the two sltuatlonl needa mention here,' the lack' 
of even the nucleus of a Lenin1st vansuard, and the contlnued 
nc!hercnee of the "/ol-klnG class to the mass rorormlst and StQ­
llnlst ;artles. The regrouplns or the working class would 
poatt the bur,'1n'~ neceGsitl In Chile at ttll: tlmo r)1' a deren­
al vo un! te" rront to lD8intll!n the orl(an1:totlona of che work1n~ 
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olall, And Whil. a proletarian reyolution there 1s nov ott the 
docket tor tHe toreleeable tuture. and the eonerete features or 
the future off.nllve ot the Chllean vork1~ cla!s are pre!er.tly 
unforeseeable. ,the prospect tor the necessar! tut~~e' re~au~~; 
of the class under the he,emoft1 ot • Leninlst ~srty ls not 
nearl, 10 dark al va. the 11tuat1on in Chlna vh~n ~~~~Ik1 wrote . 
h1s work. 

We can luamar1ze our yiewl on the «eneral rJ~Ject o~ patSch-
11., lnoludln~ the above di1t1nct10n ot precature a~~ post­
mortem adventurel, and the SL'I pol1cr tor Chlle, ~reclselr·lft 
thIs way. ·premature- putsch1sm·represents 1n itself a tre=er.­
~OUI setback ·tor the workin~ clall and 1. ltsel! cc~a~le or 
destro,ln~ ~reat mass partles, as vas the ease ~l~h G~~:s~ co:­
nun!sm, but • polley of a putsch carr1ed behlr.c tt~ ~a:~ c~ t~e 
workln~ class after a great dereat ot the clasa, tet:ayed ty 
aoclal democratlc and Stal1nlst treacher, ••• ths~ :e~~ese~~s 
t~e 1Iquidatlon of 1h! revolutionarv per~oect1?e !~s~l!. 

-- November, 197) 

~ , .' 


