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“ The following is an extract, dealing with
the Buropean question, from the PoliticaIAEesqu-
tion submitted by the National Committee of the

Socialist Workers Party to its conventione

THE EVENTS IN EUROPE

: 1le The fall of France not only testified to German's econom-
ic and military superiority on the European continent; it exposed

the rottenness of French bourgeois democracy as well as the 1nability
of the French bourgeoisie to defend their own nation against the
fascist invaderses After crushing the workers' bid for power in .
1936, the capitalist politicians and their Stalinist, Socialist

and Syndicalist lieutenants in the labor movement called upon the
French workers to fight for the capitalist fatherland in order to
defend democracy and national independence. Duped by the bourgeoisie
and betrayed by their leaders, the French workers suffered the loss
of their democratic rights and their class organizations together
with national unity and independence. The main section of French
capitalism has entered into collaboration with the fascist conquer-
ors; another group has gone over into the Anglo-American camp.

12 - The fate of France contains a great political lesson A
for the workers of the whole worlde It has again demonstrated that
the bourgeoisie puts its profits and privileges above elther nation-
al independence or democracy. Whenever their social and economic
interests -and thelr political predominance are imperiled by the-
proletariat, the bourgeoisie will give up national independence,
destroy democracy, substitute their naked class dietatorship and
_ collaborate with the oppressorse, For the sake of preserving pri-

vate property, privileges and profits, or even in the hope of pre=
serving some of them, the bourgeoisie will turn against their own
peoples Officlal patriotism serves simply as a mask to conceal
the class interests of the exploiters. The subsequent capitulations
of the French bourgeoisie to Hitler have proved this to the hilt.,

13¢ The aspiration of the masses of France and the other
occupied countries for national liberation has profound revolution-
ary implications. But, like the sentiment of anti-fascism, it can
be perverted to the uses of imperialism. Such a perversion of the
movement is ineviteble if it proceeds under the Slogans and leader=-
ship of bourgeois nationalisme The "democratic¢" imperialist
gangstara are interested only in recovering the property which has
been taken away from them by the fascist gangsters,
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This is what they mean by national liberation. The interests of
the masses are profoundly different. . The task of the workers of
the occupled countries is to put themselves at the head of the
insurgent movement of the people and direct it toward the strug-
gle for the socialist reorganization of Europe., Their allies in
this struggle are not the Anglo-American imperialists and their
satellites among the native bourgeoisie, but the workers of Ger-
mny, Peace, security and prcsperity can be assured for the
people of Europe only by its economic unification based on the
soclalist collaboration of the free nationss Only with this per-
Spective is national liberation worth talking about, still 1less
fighting and dying for, The central unifying slogan of the revo-
lutionary fight is "The Socialist United States of Europe" and
to it all other slogans must be subordinated.
1l4o The German proletariat made a revolution in 1918,
only to be robbed of its fruits by the bourgeois~Social-Democratic
coalition, For fifteen years thereafter the proletariat remained
loyal to the parties avowing workers' socialism. A revolutionary
situation in 1923 was lost by the  incapacity of the German Commun-
ist Party leadership disoriented by the Comintern, already then in
the first stages of its Stalinist degeneration., In thé last regu-
lar election %1932) the workers' parties polled 13,000,000 votess
Hlsler came to power only by the help of the rottenness, incapac-
ity and treachery of Social Democracy and Stalinism. Betrayed
by their own parties the German workers were crushed by Nazism,
It may be assumed that Hitler's diplomatic and military victories
created a certain amount of chauvinist intoxication among the
masses for a time. Now, however, they gaze on the ruin of Europe ==
and the ruin of Germany, They mourn millions of dead and wounded,
the masses grow hungry as in 1916-18, and the end is far away,
Chauvinist intoxication must begin to give way before the grim
realitiese The fear of a new and worse Versallles is the most
potent weapon in Hitler's handss But that weapon will fall from
his hands with the first serious revolutionary developments in
tho "democracies" or in the occupied countries. The mighty German
proletariat will say the most decisive word in the socialist revo=~
lution of Europe. . _

15« The workers of Britain are being impelled toward
proletarian revolution by the collapse of the British Empire,
The reformism of the British Labor Party and the trade unions
was based on the crumbs thrown to a privileged section of the
workers by a sated imperialist power; that reformism is losing
its foundationse Therewith the road is being cleared for the-
stormy development of a revolutionary party of the Fourth Inter-
nationale Only the Socialist United States-of Europe offers the
British proletariat a perspective for hope. All the objective
pre-requisites for a proletarian revolution are now present in the
British Isless The British Trotskyists stand beforse their great
historic task of organizing and leading the British workers to
their revolutionary destiny.



THREE THESES ON'THEVEUROPEAN‘SITUATION
AND THE POLITICAL TASKS

By German Comradss

It i1s as clear in the 3rd year of the new World War
as 1t was at its beginning that this is a war of long Gur-
ation, a war that has no prospect of being decided by means
of military power and thus reach its “natvural™ end. 1In ever
increasing tempo it has changed the sconomic, poiitical and
social face of -the earth; it hds dsstroysd dynastiez and
nations, enslaved peoples and exterminated haif of therm.
Poland, Norway, Denmark, Nolland, Belgium, France, Czecho-
slovakia, Yugoslavia, Greece, and a large part of Russia,
have one after another been conouered and occupied by the
German armies. Austria, formerly incorporated, Italy,
Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania are controlled by Germany,
-while the rest of Europe (Sweden, Switzerland, Finland and
Turkey) 1s to a great extent under German -infiuence. In all
these countries the regimentation of human 1ife-is making
gigantic progress and. changes them to German prisons. The
prisonsy new ghettoes; the labor, forced labor, concentration
and.war-prisoners camps are not only transitional political-
military establishments; they are just as much forms of an
expioitation which accampanies the economic development
towards a modern slave state and is intended as the permanent
fate of a considerable percentage of mankind, As always, the
first victims of a system that has become impossible are the
*politically untrustworthy," Jews, foreigners, refugees, of
whom the "published" number in France aione was admitted to be
over 120,000 on August 20. This economic ruin is accompanied
by a callous destruction of human lives and values and a
migration of peoples of colossal extent. "Rosettlements,"
sransfer of workers, etc., which amounts to. hundreds of
toousands, follow the movement of armies of millions. The
German radio made known in the middle of August that a country,
such as.Belgium, had supplicd now 200,000 workers to Germany.

All this is the result of a process which began a
long time ago and only increases in intensity in the present
war. Far from being "planned organization," this process
follows laws of compulsion and sceks to break through by force,
where 1t cannot shakc off, the competition on tho internationsal
scale. Before as after thc accumulation of capltal and unhcard
cf riches on the onc side, accumulation .of misery, suffering,
ruin, destruction and barbarism on ‘the other side., The world-
wide deprcssion of 1929 cost already as much as the first World
War, but the technical rationalization which followed it flowed
into the greater crisfs of the ncw war ten years later. Con-
fronted with the choice of romaining behind and-seeing-cannons,
tanks and airships of, the predominant powers trained against
- 1t, Gorman capitalism organizod its own war machines and beat
down the world compectition with its cannons, airships and tanks,
So mechanization with progressing capitalist application lecads



itself ad absurdum, The methods of destruction which are
supposed to solve the crisis and lecad to a solution, force
production of further means of destruction and cause tremen-
dous economic disproportions which subject the whole world.
Zngland and America answer German expansion with a rearming
which is to surpass any previously known and again set back
the production of consumption goods. -

Tho English dominions, Latin America and the resources
of India are drawn in increasing measure into the conduct of
the war and thus, together with the deep-going changes in Asia
and Africa, strengthen the tendency which leads to the common
reduction in tho standard of living of the masses, to destruc-
tion, to the preparation of greater disproportions and greater
criscs. Not only have the productive powers of mankind ceased
growing, not only have technical discoveries and improvements
brought about no further increase in material wealth but econ-
omy 1s regressing. In contrast to the use of complicated
machinery, of concentration, of application of consumers'
i1ndustries to war nccds there is compulsory labor, that is,
the mass use of manual labor which is cheaper than machine
labor, the founding and extonsion of small and moderatc firms
because of necessity, the restoration of handwork, the dis-
sipation and ruin of the morey system. Uneven development ‘is
recapitulated in the whole world and along with 1t, agricul-
tural production decreases constantly. Wherever one looks,
there 1s destruction, idlcness and anarchy in alarming degree
which seal the catastrophe of culture.

II

As a result of the brutal suffering and torrific
pressure which the war imposed upon the nations, hate, rage
and despalr were accumulated and unlcashed at first in the
countries conquered by Germany. The political situation in
these systematically exploited countries is characterized
above all by the destruction of workers! and non-fascist
bourgeols parties. Stecp by step unions, political and cul-
tural societies of all kinds, recligious organizations, etc.
are wiped out according to the German pattern, changed or in
some way put under direct fascist control. With certain ex-
ceptions, where this process has not yet been fully complected,
there i1s no longer an indigcnous traditional bourgcois or
prolectarian political or workers movement, and in these.
countries (especially in Poland and Czechoslovakia) even the
"national" bourgooisic is being more and more crushed by such
means as "aryanization," compulsory salcs and direct expulsion.
All that is left of the old organized movements-are today
nothing but illegal circles, which have little connection with
each other and can in no way act as an cntity. Under such
elrcumstances protest against growing suffering must find
another outlet. In thc face of unbearable conditions, it .
dirccts itsclf against the one visible and consistontly present
cnemy in the form of the German Conqueror. As it is pushed to
that limit to which 1t is daily drawn closer and closer by this
cnemy, it levels all and everything and takcs a direction which



5.

can be described as nothing but a "dcsire for national frce-
dom." In a fow countrics Yugoslavia, Czcchaoslevakia, in

part, Poland, ctc.) this drive has crogscd the-1limit and has
turncd into a real mass movement, which also passes the limit
of the old movements. In it participate all claasscs and strata,
from workers, farm laborers, farmuprs, urban pctit bourgooisic .
(tradesmen and artisans. . .) that is, together with the.
farmers, thosc classes, which in spitc of their large numbers
arc remhants of prc-capitalistic modes of production) to of-
ficials, pricsts, intellcctuals and generals.  In other.
countrics, where it has not recachcd the point of mass rcsis-
tance, the movement goes undcrground and finds rcspective
expression in individual acts of sabotage, arson, train wrocks,
accidents, outrages, ote. But cverywhere there are involved
in protcst movemonts workers, pcasants, besldes students,
journalists, professors, officcrs, pricsts, mcrchants, ctc.
And they range without distinction amongst the victims of the
German roprcssion. The longcr the war lasts, tho more will
German fascism appcar as the main cnemy to the cnslaved and
exploited peoplos, Everything will be leveled to a desire for
tho overthrow of this cnemy and in fact, it must bo rccognized
that without 1t there can be no question of chango in cxisting"
conditions., A : .

I

If 'in the EBuropc dominsted by Germany there is no .
longer an organized and activc workers! movement and even the
bourgcois organizations arc out of the picture, there can alsoc
bec no talk .of the cxistoence of real. rovolutionary organizations,
insofar as they are undcrstood as united- strueturcs, which oven
1llegal, would bec willing and capable of influcncing the devel-
opment by mcans at least of corrcct agltation and propaganda.
What is left of the revolutionary tendency .are individuals and
uneven groups, morc or lcss corrcectly oricnted in conncetion
with tho gencral evaluation of the situation and. the abstract-
principlos, but 1iving at the brink .of cvents and failing to
understand how to formulatc théir conerote tasks. The mood
and inltiative of the masscs for which every revelutionist, as
every revolutionary party, should havc a fine sensitivity, met. .
these organizations complctely unpreparcd and passcd over them
to the order of the day which can be called "struggle for
national freccdom." It is no cxaggaration to statec that rcvolu-
tionary socialism may onceo again miss a chanco and compromisec
itsclf, if it continucs to face this strugglec -any longer without
taking part. Tho responsibility lics with international soc-
iallsm, %o assume the nccds of all. oppresscd -- 1n no mattor -
what form they appear -- to raisc its voice loudly. and clecarly,
mobilizec 1ts forces, to enlightcen the world on the meaning of
cvents, to assist the nationnl scétions in word and dced, and
to lcad to the right path. ' Thero is no merc burning problem
in Buropc than thc national frcodom of nations cnslaved by
Germany and its solution with the help and through intcrnational
socialism is important and indispcnsable for throo reasons.,




First, it is a matter of democratic demands, which
must always and everywhere be supported and without the
realization of whic¢h socialism cannot win,

Second, socialism cannot find the necessary allies
in the city and country .for the accomplishment of the revolu-
tion, cannot mobilize the masses for the final battle and can-
not win their sympathy if it hasn't stepped forward as the
determined defender of their demands during an entire period
and thus won the leadership in battle.

Third, only revolutionary socialism'is in the position
to realize the democratic program and to give a goal and direc-
tion to the movement at hand, without which it must sooner or
later relapse and bury socialism under itself,

Along with these generai reasons which are applicable
under all conditions, there are specific ones which arise from
the present situation. : =

Fourth, in order to be able to Jjoin by the backward
trend in Europe isolated socialism with the workers and mass
movement, it is necessary to build revolutionary parties and
restore the labor movement. But to change the existing cadres
into revolutionary partics, it 1is necessary to have a sympathet-
ic milieu which allows them under illegality to test their
forces, to school themselves, to educate new forces, to gather
the most progressive elements around it, to overcome the level-
ing, to introduce the absolutely essential differentiation and .
to step forward as the vanguard of freedom. The gulf which up
to the moment of revolution exists on the one hand between the
program of the socialist revolution and the roalization of the
ob jective suppositions, and on tho other hand between the
consciolsness of the masses and the immaturity of the prole-
tariat and its vanguard, is today especially wide, This gulf,
the most important olcpm-nt of which is at '
present the inexperiencq of ‘the younger generation, can be
bridged only by a system of transitional demands, .but the world
situation and the peculiar conditions in urope make such
8 system a matter of life and doath in the ‘necar future.

However one views it, the transition from fascism to
socialism remains a utopia without a stopping placc, which is
by its contents equivalent to a democratic revolution. The
advantage of the Europcan situation consists in the fact that
the masscs are being forced on the path of notional freedom
and that the strugglc for this beccause of the general situation
offers a complcte transitional program which oncompasscs all
democratic demands from frecdom of asscmbly, press, organiza-
tion and rcligion and tho right to strikec to the right of
self-dctormination of nations. It would be  absolutely falsc to
concelve 1t possible to take part in politics and ignore the
democratic demands, and the attitude that national frecdom could
not further socialistic intercsts would be very dangerous. The
danger of standing with "tied hands" doos not confront the one
that takes part in the rcstoration of democracy and becomes
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its daring standard bearer but the one who stands.passively by,
does not participate and allows the movement to pass him by and
thereby permits the imperialists, "democrats", and reformists-

to give 1t a bourgeols insténd of a socialist character. The
passive bearer of the socialist revolution is comparable to

those Italian Maximalists who upon receiving word of an uprising
in Turin decided, after the collapse of the uprising on the .
fifth day,. to deny their aid because it was not a aqiestion of a
"true communist®™ uprising. The result was the victory of fascism,
the discrediting of socialism, the crisls of proletarian leader-
ship, the second World War. With the continuation of the-World
War the "European" problem becomes acute even for American social-
ism and makes a cleer, active connection with it essential. It
is enough for every revolutionary to render an account of the -
forces led into battle in this war in-order to.come to the same
conclusion which was the starting pointi It is a war of long
duration, which must completely destroy 411 human-culture, if

the rebellion of the masses does not end it. Nothing can free
World Socialism from the duty of stirring up this rebellion,
preparing for it and acknowledging all means of struggle, to
form a revolutionary party which has as,its object the accomplish-
ment of an'immédiate and specific resulé.f An abstract'attitude
toward .revoltition, however, which fgils in the smallest as well
as the most important tactical (misses) questions, :can lead to
nothing but another defeat. ' ' :

October 19, 1941
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OUR_DIFFERENCES WITH THE GERMAN COMRADES ON

THE NATIONAL QUESTION IN THE OCCUPIED COUNTRIES OF EUROPE

.By'Felix Morrow

In my opinion there are today two different positions in

our international movement on the national question in the occupied
countries of Europes One is that of a group of German comrades, ex-
pressed in their "Three Theses." The other is that of the Political.
Committee of the SWP, expressed in Paragraph 13 of our Political .
Resolutione I think that the position of the French comrades (stated .
in "Gaullism and Stalinism in France™ in the March 1942 Fourth Inter-
national; in Marc Loris' ™The National Question in Burope™ in the

eptember 1942 Fourth Internatiogglg and in an important and com-
prehensive document just received from a leading French comrade -
which will shortly be translated ) is in all fundamentals identical
with the SWP position. ' A o -

There is no difference between us and the German comrades as
to the ;e%ligx of :the exlstence. of national oppression in the occu-
pied countries.. There is no difference between us as to the fact
that. national oppression now exlsts in Europe on an unprecedented
scale, requiring of us an attentive and sensitive understanding. of
what is in the Buropean situation as well as what is sinmilar to
the first World War, - o I .

Our differences center around the relation between the slogan
of National Liberation and the slogan of the Socialist United States
of Europee We insist that these two slogans must go together, for
otherwise the slogan of National Liberation ddgenerates into mere
hourgeols nationalism in the service of one of the Imperialist camps.
On the other hand the German comrades, it is all too clear, raise
the slogan of National Liberation<independently of the slogan of the
Soclialist United States of Europes In discussions they have indice-
ted that they consider National Liberation as an immediate agitation
slogan and the Soclalist United States of Europe as a propaganda
slogan, 1.6e, not at present suitable for immediate agitation.
(Despite repeated requests they have not as Yot written anything on
this question except the ™'hree Theses.") Their separation of the
two slogans must be characterized as a nationalis® gevIaEIon.

This difference between us on slogans expresses a difference
in perspectives. We say that, whichever imperialist camp were to win
the war, natlonal oppression in Europe would continue ;Anglo~-American
cccupation of Europe would likewise constitute national oppression.
"An Anglo-American victory would not only bring national oppression
to Germany and its allies but we believe would continue national
oppression of France and other occupied countries in order to crush
the socialist revolution. The bourgeois ﬁroups in the occupled coun-
trles would undoubtedly be agents of the "democracies™ in this task.
The German comrades, on the other hand, speak of teking part "in the
restoration of democracy®™ and of a "democratic revolution" (Theses III) °
whlch, 1f words mean anything, can only mean a "revolution” other .
than a proletarian and the participation of the bourgeolsie and their
labor agents in the "restoration of democracye" The German comrades,
then, have a perspective of a new democratic epoch in Burope. "Of
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course™ they think it will be mercly a stage on the road to interna-
tional socialism, But they base, themselves on working for that stage
of (in essence) a revival of the Lhird Republic in France, the Weimar
Republic In Germany, etce Yor them it is a necessary stage preced-
Ing the direct struggle for soclalism.

Who Resists the Nezis?

Pursuing this false theory of steges the German ccmrades are
driven by their logic to a completely false description of the actual
composition of the fighters for national liberation in the occupied
countrless Who résists the Mazis? Comrade Loris and the French
comrades have provided irrefutable proofs that the movement of ro=-
slstance 1s predominantly proletarian., The big bourgeoisie collab=-
orstes with the Nezis; the rest of the bourgeolsie in part also col-
laborates or plays no role; even the Gaulllst, Andre Phillp, apolo-
getically says that the anti-Nazi bourgeois elements "do what they
can" but that the proletariat is the core of the resistance. Our
German comrades, however, more consistent than Phillp in their
search for the elements of a "democratic rovolution", write: In the
resistance movement. "participate all classecs and strata from workers,
farm laborors, fairmers, urban petit bourgeolsle. « » to officlals,
priests, intellectuals and generalse. « ¢ Everywhere there are in-
volved in protest movements workers, peasanis, besides students,
8ournalists,vprofessors, officers, priests, merchents, etc."
(Thesis II)e Thus they place on an équal plane the resisting masses
of workers ard the handfuls of resisting bourgeois elementsl Their
false theory leads them to a false description of the actually exis-
ting situation. o ' ' ’

" While.they thus evoke a mythical scene of a great movement
of the bourgeols elements -~ they do not even mention the bourgeois
collaborators of the Nazish -~ our German comrades insist that the
workers'! movement is practically non-existent. There "is no longer
an organized and active workers' movement™ and "there can also be
no talk of the existence of real raovolutionary organizations.™
(Thesis III)s Hence, "Under such circumstances protest against
growing suffering must find another outlet." (Thesis II)s That is,
while the workers! movement: does not and cannot exist at this stage,
"another outlet," namely an all-national movement, can and does
exlsts Thus the German comrades COUNTERPOSE the national movement
to the workers' movement. It can now be seen clearly why they will
not link together the slogans of National Liboration and the Social-
1st United States of Europes They consider National Liberation as
"another outlot" than tho workers' movement. '

The Workefsf'Tasks

This theory is false in fact, since the liberation struggle
has actually unfolded under the loadership of workers! organizations
and workors' groups. Suppose, however, there did exist, say in
France, a powerful nationalist organization led by the bourgeoisie,
which had drawn into it large sections of the workers, What would
be our task then? Obviously, to draw the class line between the
bourgeols nationalists and the workers aspiring for national freedom,
to teach the workers thet thore is not "another outlet" for the
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workers, but that, whatever the tasks facing the workers -- including
national 1iberation -- they must fight ONLY under the leadership of
their OWN workers' organizations. ,

The workers under the Nazi boot want national freedom. Good,
Our task 1s to explain to them that national freedom in this epoch
is the task of the working class under the leadership of the Fourth
International. Our task 1s to expose and condemn bourgeois national-
1st organizations as agents of the imperialists who can lead only to
further national oppression and repression of the workers. We .must
show the workers, as proved by the spectacle of bourgeois collabora=-
tion with the Nazis, that only the working class can free the coun-
try by proletarian revolutlon,

These are the ABC's of Marxism. It is embarassing to have to
repeat them, but the German comrades mdke it necessary.

What Is Really New

- There are new problems, opportunities and tasks, but not in
thexdirectionfﬁﬁere the German comrades seek thom. It 1s astonishing
to me that they can wrlte that the struggle "“levels all and every-
thing and takes a directlon which can be described as nothing but a
'desire for natlonal freedom.'™ As if, while the Second World War
1s still going on, the Nazis had succeeded in obliterating the dif-
ference between the bourgooilsie and the proletariat in the occupied
countries! What 1s really new in the occupied countries is that

the natlional sentiment.of the workers and peasants is sharpeni
chelr cla8s bilttorness against the co.laborating bour eoisEe. '
Natlonal oppression has given & new otge to the class sbtruggle.
 Mational sentiment, hitherto serving only the bourgeoisie, today

‘can be used against the bourgeolsie of the occupied countries,
That is what is new.

While national sentiment can now help the revolutionary move-
ment, it is also still susceptible of perversion to the uses of
imperiallism. That is why we reject most of the methods of combat
advocated by the bourgeois nationalists and their labor agents.,

What is the main content of the De Gaullist tactics, for example?
Espionage for the British, individual terrorism, individual sabotage.
-We condemn all these as serving one of the imperialist camps and as
incompatible with the proletarian methods. Individual teérrorism
against German officers and soldiers creates a situation in which it
1s impossible to fraternize with the German soldiers -- the abgo-
lutely indispensable prerequisite for unity of the German and French
workers and soldiers against all the imperialistse Terrorism and -
individual sabotage, alding the Soviet Union very little if at all,
places terrible obstacles in the way of the fraternization and revo-
iution which can alone really aid the Soviet Union. The Gaullists
and their Stalinist allicvs are by these methods uselessly sacrific-
ing heroic fighters who could be invaluable to the revolutionary
struggles. It should be plain, then, how important it is to combat
‘the false ldeology and methods of the bourgeols nationalists and
.-thelr labor agents, 1Ideological victory over them is the prerequis-
ite for the efficacious struggle by the working class for national
liberation. But there is not a word about this in the theses of the:
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German comradese In their search for a netional movement as dis-
tinct from the workers! movement, they falsely subordinate the
workers' methods of struggle to the "unity" of national strugglee.

* %* ¥*

We welcome a reply from the German comrades, We shall be
only too happy to find that any of our criticisms are but the result
of misunderstanding of their vague, confused and contradictory
theses. Let us also note that theilr nationallst deviation is not
as serlous as the same deviation if it were expressed by French
~ comrades, who would thereby be tending to capitulate to the Gaullist
" bourgeoisie. It may be that the German comrades embarked on this

false road in the course of attempting to show their complete free-
dom from German nationalism, -A similar phenomenon was apparent when
the Stalin-Hitler pact was signed; some German comrades then, fear-
ing .to give any indirect aid to German imperialism, wavered on the
guestion of continuing to defend the Soviet Union. But I must
confess that I also recall the false importance which the present
-German comrades gave to the resistance of the German churches to
Nazi coordination; these comrades then thought that the workers
could meke significant advances through support of the churches'
resistances I cannot help feeling that the German comrades have
throughout exhibited a tendency to dissolve the workers' movement
into Mbroader" bourgeois movements, In all comradeliness, we must
~ask them to think -~ and write -~ thelr position out to its ultimate

implications. . , :
FHHH
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ON THE "FUROPFAN" PKCBLEM

By Stuart

le ITn our Manifesto on the deveclopment of the
sccond world war, written in 1940, w¢ declared: "Contrary
to the officlal fables designed to drug the people, the chief
cause of war as of all othcr social evils -- uncmployment,
the high cost of living, fascism, colonial opprc¢ssion -- is
the private ownership of the means of production together with
the bourgeois state which rcsts on this foundatioﬁfﬂ>ACorrespond-
ingly, wo reissued as the main slogans those incorporated in
our 1934 theses: "Apcinst the reactionary slogan of 'national
dofense! it is necessary to advance the slogan of the rovolu-
tionary destruction of the national statece To the madhouse of
capltalist Burope it 1s nccessary to counterpose the progrom of
the Socinlist United Statos of Europe as a stage on the road to
the Socinlist United States of the World." This was tho guiding
line for our propaganfa, agiti:tion and action letid down in
May 1940. It remains correct today.

2+ Already nt that time, we noted in our manifesto:
"In rccent years and ¢ven months, the world has obscrved with
astonishment how casgily states vanish from tho map of Europe:
Austria, Czecho-slovakin, Albania, Poland, Denmark, Norway,
Holland, Belgiume. o o The political map has been roshaped with
cqual spced in no other epoch savo that of tho Napolconic wars.
At that time it was a question of outlived foudal states which
had to give way boforc the bourgeois national state. Today it is
a question of outlived bourgeois states which must give way be-
Tore the soclalist fedcration of the pocoplos. Tho chain Droaks
at its woakecst linke The struggle of the imperialist bandits
leaves as little room for independent small states as docs the
viclous compctition of trusts ond cartcls for small independent
manufacturors and merchants." Has anything changed to warrant
a rc-evaluation of this picturc? What has happencd? In
addition to the states cnumcrated above scveral others have
Joined the list of thce vanished: Grecce, Jugoslavia, the
Baltic states aend. . o part of France (ﬁOccupied" Francc).
The chain has rovealed itself as very weak even in its supposedly
stronger links, That is about all that can bo adduccd as now
objective conditions.

S« Do thesc new conditions warrant a change in the
main guiding linc? Does the conquest of France, Greeco, ctce.
rcquirc us to chango our view and declare that today “thero is
no morc burning problem in Buropc than the national frecdom
of nations e¢nslaved by Germany"? Such a point of departure,
which bascs itself upon the conjuncturnl turns of the imperial-
ist strugglec, is -- wc must say that frankly -- as far apart
from Marxism as two polcs arc from onc another. In fact, all
the demoralized intcllectuals and camp followers who have desert-
ed to the camp of sociacl patriotism have choson preciscly the
same point of departurc.
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' 4, We nrc told theat ﬁn.Gorman-bccupiod Europe.
"cconomic ruin is accompanied by callous destruction of human
lives and valucs, ctc." -- all as an argument fbr adopting the
above point of view. But it wass precisely "to the madhousc
of capitalist Europc" that we found it nccessary to "counter-
posc the program of the Socialist United States of Europc.”

The madhouse has only become madder, morc unbearable, in the
visc of the German conquerors The program of the Socialist
Unitcd States. of Europe has becomo only more burning -- the only
answer to the German conaucror. '

L 5. In the last war large masses fought in the hope
of establishing their national independenco and democratic
rights. Into this sccond world war, the masses ontercd apathet-
lcally, their national and domocratic 1llusions blasted by their
cxpericnces in the intor-bellum ycars. Undoubtedly tho Hitler-
ite conquests, with the wake of opprossion and dostrucdtion that
has followcd, have thrown the masscs of Europe ‘into dcep despair
for the moment. 4 thinking man will soize cVen on a straw, it
is truc. Evon on a hope that he has alréady seen blastcd once
beforc, It is quitc probable that national illusions have again
received great currcncy among the masses who have recontly come
under Hitler's hell in the occupled countries. And it 1s just m
theso 1llusions of dospair-that the democratic imperialists and
their wholc string of lackics in these countrics bank for support
of thoir own predatory aims. As before, tho% continue to exploit
tho 1llusions of .thec massecs, But what businc'ss has the rovo-
lutionary internationnlist to nurture and to foster this product
of mass dcspair in Europe? Quite the contrary, the revolutionary
intcrnationalist in Europc has as his main task to help the
massos destroy thls spawn of their own despair, to expose their
would-bc oxploiters in the "democratic" imperialist camp ond to
givc them new hope in the struggle against fascist and capitalist
oppression by relcentlcessly pursuing the program of the Socialist
Unitod Btatcs of Europc.

6. Does that in any way imply, as some comradcs sean
to think, standing passivoly by, with "arms folded", while mass
sabotage against thc German conqueror and other mass movements
of struggle against Nazi opprcssion unfold? On thc contrary.
Prccisely when we are armed with the slogan of the Socialist
United States of Europe can we fruitfully participate and
organize into proper channcls every wavc of mass discontent and
- struggle., Under this banner and this banner alonc can the varioms
scctors of the opprecssed -- in o process of large national
transmigrations instituted by tho conqueror -- bo welded together;
and only in this way can 2 road to united action with the prolo-
tariat In thc Nazi homecland itself be found.

7. Doos this mean that wo cannot take advantage
of mass actions organized by nationalist groups, even those
gponsorcd by thc lackics of the "demoeratic" impcrialists?
Not at alle. Revolutionary internationanlists participate in
and take advantage of every form of mass action. In given
united front actions, they will sock strength in the struggle
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against thc opprcssor at hand from every possible ally. But
thoy always remember the policy of the united front:  strike
togother but march soparately; keep your ‘own bannor aloft; put
your own program forwardl :

8¢ Docs putting forward tho slogan for a Socialist
Unitcd States of Burope imply that we dony thc peoples of Europc
a right to a national cxistence? ‘Not at nll., Wo strcss as the
main guiding line of the strugglc against a Hitlorite Europe the
establishment of a Socialist United States of Europe, bceausc
without it the Nazi conqueror and tho decaying capitalism which
produced him cannot bo overcomcs At the same time, subordinated
to this main guiding line, we continuc to present our traditional
program for tho opprossed nationnlitics: completo solf-dotormin-
ation to the point of the right of soceding from the socialist
fedcration. It is only necossary to put first things first. The
‘national barricrs, along with private ownership of tho means of
production, have beon for a wholc epoch the main enuscs of the
plight into which present-day Europe has beon plungcd. The main
task of the revolutionists 1s to awaken the consciousness of the
masscs to theso truths and to guide thom in action -- by parti-
clpating in their cxpcriences -- to the solutions that.those
facts call for. The propagation of our position on national )
sclf-detocrmination can only be regardod as a meoans to this cnd,
To place the "strugglc for national frecdom™ as the first task
1s to disrcgard thc bloody lessons of two holocausts and the
yoears of miscry that intervened botwoen thome - It is to complete~
1y misunderstand the program of the Fourth International. It
would mean only disorientation for the revolutionary intcrnation-
alists in Europc and indirccét aid to the official fables of tho
"democratic" imperialists "designed to drug tho people™.

slarch, 1942
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ON_SOME ‘ARGUMENTS FOR A' "NEW" EUROPELN "PERSPECTIVE"
" By Stuart

, Elsowhcrce, we have reitorated our old position as
the valid answer to the problems reisocd at presont by comrades
who maintain that on thc order of the day as the foremost
task -in Europo is "national frcodom of nations caslayed by _
Germany." Our position 1s, ‘that against the Nazl onslavemont of
Europc thc only cffoctive banncr of struggle is that of tho
Socialist United Statcs of Europe; that this banner, incorpor-
ating the right of cach pcople to sclf-dctormination, contains
also the most rcalistic answer to tho natiomal quostion in-

volved in the struggle.

L ,.SovCral argUmoﬂts; of greater‘and lossor mérit, have
been raiscd against this position. It is theso argumcnts that
wc wish to take up here, L o

.. .1)-. Comrades sey; "Beforo you can have Unitod
States you must have states & unito; at prescnt Hitler has
wiped out a wholec scrics of Eurcpean statos and cnslaved tho
peoplc within thom; conscquently, the. first task 1s to agitate
for the 'national frcedmm' or 'nntional ‘indepondence'! of each:

of ‘these .states,™.

':Thisfdrgumont appoars_toimé oxtrchblj mthanical.
It 1s not only undinlectic in its formulotion. It gven ignores
cmpiric fact. « ~ ' . o R :

~ .. First of all as to its form., It is not unsimilar’

to the argumonts brought forward against tho slogans in the -
erogram of a prolecterian rovolution for Russia bofore 1917: . . .

Boforc you can have a prolotarian revolution you must have ‘a
highly developed capitalist cconomy; how etan you call for a
proletarian rcvolution in = predominantly agricultural country
existing under semi-foudal conditions? The first and foremost
task is the bourgeois democratic rcvolutions™  Students of
Russian Marxism, rcaders of -Trotsky's works, are familiar with
this kind of mechanical argument and how 1t fared in the polem-
i1cs that cnriched Marxist literature with the thcory of uncven
and combinod devolopment. That an argumcnt on present Europcan
‘tasks within our ranks should be cloaked 4n the same mechanistic
approach is rather astonishing,. S R C

'Evén morc astonishing is the fact that thoso who |
raise it ignore theo cxperience of the Russian revolution on
the nntional @estion. Tho prolotarian rovolution swept over
the Czar's ompire from one end to the other; the national -
ropublics in the Soviet federntion were established long after
tho revolution 1tscif had firmly achieved its victory in the
Soviot rogimo, The revolution which cstablished the Unfon of
Socialist Soviot Republics did not walt until cach of these
‘rcpublics had first bcon created by struggles for "national -
indcpendence®. The Bolshovik program, ‘incorporating the right
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of self-determination, not only sufficed to solve the prob-

lem, but was the only one which actnglly solved it. Where

the Bolshevik forces were weakest (Finland, Gcorgia)‘and where
the Mensheviks proceeded with Ynational independence® as ths
"foremost task", the imperialists quizkly got theiir strongest
points of"qupport against ths revolution. Isn't it worthe-

while pondering over these smpiric fes%s, a%t the very least,
before such an-argument as has besn cited is brought apainst the:
use of our slogan "For the Socialist United States of Europe"

as the fighting slogan for the revolutionisis of that continent

.

‘tmday2

: 2) Another argument runs as follows:. "We issued
the ‘slogan 'For the Independence of thg Ukraine' from the -
U.C.5.R., which is a workers' state. Chall we refrain from
issuing the slogan 'For tho Independence of Belgivm' -~ for
" examiple. -~ from the dastardly Nazis?" Unfortunstely the auﬁhors
of this argument are oo overwhelmed by the traglc events to
retain thelr political judgment. :

They do not realize the vast political difference

involved in tho two questiors,

. In the first case, that of the Ukraine, you had a
case of révitalizing the heritage of October, imperiled by the
Stalinist bureaucracy, by utilizing a part of that same heritage—
the right to self-dotermination -~ which the Stalinists were
suppressing to the point of endangoring the existence of the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics as a wholc. The slogan
"For tho Independence of the Ukraine" of tho Soviot Ukralne,
thus corresponded to the concreto nved of rallying mass support
against the usurping bureaucracy on an issue. -~ solf-dotermlin~
ation -- on whi¢h the Soviot Fedoration was founded and based,
for its prescrvation aml renowel. (Evon so, in the polemics
with the potty bourgeols opposition in the S.W.P,, Trotsky
pointed out’ that faced with a struggle against German imperial-
ism, or any other impcrislism for that matter, the slogan would
of nocessity have to bec withdrawn for the time being, since:
s¢lf-dotermination For revolutionary internationalists is
subordinated to the 'mailn socialist aims).

. How does 1t stand with Belgium and the othor
countrics under Hitler's hoel in this respect? What is on the
order of thc day here? The "national independence™ movements
which -followed tho last world war and resulted in the establish-
ment of now az well as tho re-cstablishment of 014 national
stetos havo proved their bankruptcy under bourgeois democracy.
In fact, 1t wes tho véry existence of those national barricrs
that croated Europo's two and a half decacics of misery after the
war of 1914-1918, Tho rottennoss of this set-up was laid barc
beforo the massos by Hitler's swocp over %ho bursting boundariocs
in itselfs Bofore the masscs who have undorgone thosc experimecos
and whoso only other altornative at presant is a Europc unifiod
under ‘the Nagi hoel, "Indepcndonce of Belgium" or “Indepondonce
of France" cannot but be ompty slogans, Thoir cxporicnco has
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already offercd the proof that against a Europe dominated by
German imperialism only snother kind of unificd Europc can
stand up: that a "natioml indepondcnce” without this prc-
roquisito is mcaningless. That is why, politically, thc slogan
"For a Socialist Unitod Statos of Europc that will grant sclf-
determination to all pcoplos™ is corrcct, aktuecll, appropos.
The expericnces of the Ukrainé masses and of the Westorn Europe-
an mass arc politically diffcrent. That is why cach situation
rcquiros a politically diffcront slogan. Ncvertheless, in both
cascs we havo an application of onc and the same policy on the
national aicstion: "Sclf-detcrmination".

3) Another argument advanced attempts to compare
the presently crushed European national statos to the colonial
countries}! ¢ are for the national indepcndencc of India or
China, this argument says, so why can't we be for the inde-
pcndonce of Belgium or Holland? Arcn't they, in a sense, in the
samc position of opprossed nations"™? To gauge the enormity of
this aborration onc has but to rccall what the imporialists of
thce democratic camp do in respect to this qostions How zealous-
ly they foster the "nationsl independence® movements in Europel
How painfully embarrasscd is their silepze on -- when they do
not condemn outright -- thc genuino movements for national
cxlstonce in India and in the othcr colonial countrios!

In our theses on the "War and the Fourth Intornational™
wo declarcd for support of the colonial national independence
movemonts because "™y tearing the backward people out of the
Aslatic systom, particularism and foreign bondage, (this
struggle) strikes powerful blows at imporialism." Is the prob-
lom of Belgium, France, Holland, ctc, the same? . Can one identie-
fy a colonlal Mnationa] independence" movement which has been
organically a struggle agdinst imperialism with a "national
independence™ movemont which rccalls the woeful cxistence of out-
livod "indepopdent" imperialist national states? One has to be
completely dorailed from the Marxist track and complotely devoid
of recalism to evon attempt a comparison hero!

If the colonial struggles for national indepondence
"striko powerful blows at imperialism", the so-callcd Mnational
indcpendence” movemonts in Westorn Europe are completely taken
in tow by the democratic imporialists and tho nationalist slogans
are certainly a boon to them; and not only to thcem: they help
the German imperialists to keep their own masses dupod with tho
national drug. ' -

4) Still another argument chides us beecausc with
our traditional slogan we will not be able to approach the hund-
rcd and onc varictics of petty bourgcois activists who are
flghting heroically asgainst the Nazi oppregsor on nationalist
grounds, And, as cveryone knows, largc scctions of the middlo
classos will have to bc won over bofore the rovolution can be
suceessfuls Even this type of argument is not very new or
originale Wo have met it in thc past in other phascs of the
struggle. »
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As 1s well-known, Marxists support the struggle of
the small manufacturer and merchant agalnst monopoly capitalism
and even constitute united fronts for common struggle with these
layers of the population on given occasions., We do this with-
out in the slightest giving up our main socialist slogans and
without adopting a progrem and slogans for the "{ndependence of

small manufacture and commerce".

' We carry'on.this strug% ‘under slbgaﬁé: "Expro-
prietion of all the key industries", "For the operation of all
such industries under workers'.control", "For a Workers amnd
Farmers Government" etc.

ole
2

‘To be sure, there have.been in the past groups. and :
individuals in the socialist movement who were for-ditching such-
slogans and for watering down the program so as ‘to make 1t more
palatable to the small manyfacturcrs and merchants. Most of them
have landed in one or another of the 'reformist camps.. The -
revolutionary internationalists have retained their socialist
slogans, devised tactical approaches to the petty bourgeoilsie
to make clear to them that our proposed expropriation affects
the monopolies in the main, leaving the small morchant.a choice
to continue or voluantarily submit to expropriation; and yet’
found ways of involving them in joint action on specific issues
against the common clacs cnemy.

More than that, 1t is procisely in the course of
action, when the petty bourgeoisie sees the prolctarian party
act with greater cohusivecness and greater resolution . -- whilo .
a hundrod and one differont currents tend to kecp its own camp .
in disarray -- that the bulk of the middle class is swayed to
the side of the working class in the strugplo. - But for that the
working class nceds precisely a proletarian party and a prole-
tarian program at cach instance. The¢ main slogan is the cxpres-
sion of the party program in c¢very case where a burning problem
agitates the mass, Lo : :

The burning problem of thc momcnt in Europe is
Nazi oppression. All of thoe oppressed mass wants to fight the
conquerors The guestion is how and for what? The petty .
bourgcoisic has within its ranks innumerable groups with in-
numcrable nationalist panaceas and not a few heroic fighters.
What distinguishes the prolctarian party from tho other layers
of thc opprcssed mass is its corrcct program. Thst 1s what the
proletarian rcvolutionist must make folt in the course of his .
participation in the strugsle. That program is summarized in
onc scntence: Against Fascist Oppression We Must Fight to
Establish thc Socialist United States of Europe! Around this
slogan the proletariat that has becen "atomized" will rally again
and find now streongthl Around a proletariat cquipped with a
program for the Socialist United States of Europe, the op-
presscd masses willl rally:- to overthrow. thoir Nazi opprcssors.

Only an historically unwarrantod undcr-estimation
of the rcecuperative powcrs of the prolctariat, only a lack of
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profound understanding for the historic rolc of the working
class, only a completc loss of prescnce of mind amidst tho
rapidly moving world cvents, can lic at thc root of this desiro
to roylaco-tho slogan of thc¢ Socialist Unitcd States by the
morc "popular" slogans of "national indepcndonce".

March 1943.



