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A LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA

Comrades,

Hers, in Cape Town, the Fourth Internaticnal group bas besn
foroed by the war pressure to withdraw into comparative partial
illegality as far as the outside world is concerned. We are, how-
sver, not idle; we have set ourselves the task of preserving in-
tact ths theoretlically powerful nucleus of our group, aad of win-
ning over by persistent argument, besed upon our lsninist gonvic-
tions, the best student elements in the city. We have no trade

gontrgl over the workers here, though some few of our men
ce the viewpoint of the Fourth Infermational before their fel-
ow worksrs. The main reason for our failure in this field is
ths ocontrol exercised over the !h;_& labor movement here by the
8talinists and by the Iabor Par econd Intermational) bureau-
oreacy. The 8talinists have deliberately sabotaged end wrecked
sll our efforts to enter upon the industrisl fisld (exceptin
Johannesburg where one of us suocseded in organizing many thous-
ands of g;sgn_g into unions -- far this he has been hurled into a
ooncsntration ocamp, maltreated by the Nazis there and only re
osntly, due to pressure by our Johannesburg group, has he been
released.) Weo also have dominated the dlscussions in the Non-
Zuropean United Front (N.E,U.F.) oonferences, been elected by &
Western Provinoes oonference to its Committee of Action only a
yoar ago, and been stifled, and our work ruined, by the Stalin-
ists who use the N.E.U.P. machine for the ends of Comintern "for-
ogn,pouq‘ (t.0., rationalization of Btalin's counter-revolu-
tion).

As @ result of a duplex opposition from the bourgeolsie
(both imperialist and colonial) and from the 8S8econd end Third In-
ternationals, we have had a hard st le even to survive. This
we have done, and more., Despite a smsll though concentrated and
extremely studious wmembership of no more than twenty-five, we
have a large thi loose peripheral following. At our infre-
quent public msetings we have drswn orowds of hundreds, mainly
workers. We are lmown to all leftists through our attacks on the
Stalinists end Isbor Party at public meetings held under the aus-
plces of these vassal organizations. The people composing these

parties, incidentally, are of petty-bourgeols, even btourgsols
mpontality and social and economic position and ocoupation (in ths
trade unions the Stalinists exercise a nominally etrong but real-

ly 1inflated and paper-influence over the workers
trusted by the politically conscious.)

and are mig-

At crucial moments our comrsdes have always risen to their
tasks while the Stalinists have, liteullyi f£led before the bour-
n

geoi- truncheons, For instance: when ¥ay, 1939, the non-
uropean (Malays, Asiatics, mixed nationalities synthesizing
French, Portuguese, Italian and English national ants) 4in

Caps Town rose, 26,000 strong, agaslnst the racialistio legisla~-
tion btefore tho House of Assembly (composed of United Party --
Britein's executive instrument; the Naticnalist Party =- ths ool
of the Boer farmer -- landlord "comprador” bourgeoisie; the Dom-
inion Party -- satellite to the United Party; the Labor Party --
labor-stick of ths United Perty) many of our youngest non-Europe-
an gomrsdes lead the march upon the House. The lsaders cf the
Stalinists (except one) fled, and later, for nights thereafter,
cooled the workers down.

(e ray of success has 1llumined our efforts. At the Uni=
versity of Caps Town some of our comrades founded and are at pre -
sent leading the Students B8colalist Party. It is by no means a
Trotskylat organization, for thers are many Stalinists as members
and in the executive buf its prograzm 1is bteing forged by Trotsky-
ists, Its frank, outspoken Sooialist program has pigued the
authorities. It is sifniriomt that the local Stalinist paper,
"fhe Cusrdian,” with a 10,000 circulation, at first suppcrted the
Students Socialist Party, thinking tc 8talinize $t, The ruce
failed, Kow it ceases, refuses to publish reports on the aotivi-
ties of this party, even tc advertise it. The inference is that
the handful of Trotskyists at the lead inow hov to get their in-
ternetionalism across, even to milk and water studsnt Stalinists.

Also, we sre at present educating some non-European teachers
in misslonary achocls, We regard the i native and
non-European worker ss the crux of the South African national re-
volution, We regapd tho rural and village Bantu native serf (yes,
thers are many hundreds of thousands of unpsid farm rands, tech-
nically epesking, real serfs, 1in "sunny" South Africa),
eropper ?::qmttera" we call them) share-tenant, tenant, and
peesant and agricultural laborer together with the 3-1/2 million
tribalists herded in "Kreals"as %he "rural masa” giving "numbers"
to the urban "quality”of our rationsl serugflo for colonial free-
dom, and democracy for the 8,000,000 oatracized oppressed blacks
The na acvement piua ths nation-wide sgrsrisn

1 8 the process whereby Scuth Africe will achieve acclale
st freedom. ‘Our eim is accialiam, with Scuth Africa es s unit
in s world commonwealth of Scclelist Pooples. The fundsmental
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prerequisite for South African freedom is the Ameriocan and Bng~
lish=European socialist revolution. Henoe ocur enormous interest
in world events, our olose analysis of these and our many writter
theses on overseas problems,

Owr gothod is the claas struggle, wniting the native
and non-Buropeen toiler both on land and factory ina s
(trade wnion rights, equal wages wi -
peans, conditions and the abolition of residential
ssgregation, full civig M?hbs for all Scuth Africans, the fran-
chise -- at present 80% of the land is not allowed to vote in
mniocipal, provincial or parliasmentary slections -- and the right
to bear erms, with equal treatment in military training, equip-
went houuni otc., st the military camps and schools), for the
gmgioto ngg It;gn of al) oo%g bars (between white and blackjbe-
tween non-turopsan and native in economics, soclal life, ocivie
life, political 1life, culture and education and for the oonstruc-
tion, thr the process of this class s gle in the land (and
teyond ¢ northern countries of Africa), of a A

o
Ptgug_ug_io_oq_qmmﬁ (compare with the "programme of the Fourt
nternational” published after the 1938 Switzerland Confersnce).

The above, comredes, is a sketchy amrz (a) of our organi-
zational strength, (b) of our programme, and {c) of ow methods,

(Bantu)
1

better soc

Buolosed 1a & copy (rcugh, not completely correct, perhaps
faulty in style, bdut correot in rinciples, faots and, we hope,
generalizations and concluaionag of our programme. We have
spent years elaborating our local progremms, have made an inten-
sive study of South African history, economics and politios and
written many theses on problems such as (1)"The Native Question,’
(2) "The labor Ber in Industry" tased upon a high rate of skillsd
tc unskilled wages (surpessed in Australia alons), which synchro-
nises with British "divide impersque’ policy which gives to the
white labour aristoorat what it takes from the bhaﬁ "hewer of
wood and drawer of water"); "rns Poor White Problem,” 600,000
starving sharecroppers, European thls time, who are hounded fx-cn
village to village when driven off the land by their debts and

landlord obligations and from olty to city sesking work, but not
finding 1it. 00 they tecome "pauperised, nct prolomfmiaed."
Steinbeck would £ind heartbreaking material tn South Africa for a

sscond "Greapes of Wrath.'

(1), (2), end (3) are the main isgues as they affect the
Bantu, the non-European and the European sufferers respsactively.,
All rear themaelves upon the foundations of the modern system of
wage-labour and capital,

We see two futures ahesds The ctne is fascism, dark, medie-
val and yet oruslly modern, The middls classes, the declassed
rural worker (Buropsan only) and the Phalangists and Carlists of
our colonial bourgeoisie, backed -- in the face of a labour re=-
volt -- by the United Ferty Julian Marshss form the gooisl mss
basls for the 8outh African fascist movement, Its

¢ basls 1is landlordism and big-farmer ocapitel at present;
later heavy industry, the banks and tbe monopoly merchants will
aid 1t more openly than at the moment when worker's passivity
leaves the colonial-imperial intra-bourgeols split unhesled.

The other future we envisage with hope and coursge is inter-
netional socialism where man will te equal and free; where Karx,
Engela, lenin, Luxemburg, Liebknecht and our besloved Ison Trotsky
will be regarded sa giants of thought and political engineering
practice. To that future we look. To these mesters we twmm for
guidance and hslp, We have truly delved deep into their stores
of wisdcm and knowledge Their treasures of ideas, principles
and methods we shall employ for the emsncipation of labour from
the crusting loed of monopoly Iinarce capital and its political
insurance premium -~ fasciam,

Comrudes, we are but few in number. But we are not afreid.
We grest you in the name of our common heritage bequeathed us by

the clagsloal rasters of scclallst thought; we hold our hand out
to you across the Atlantic. Not its cold waters, nor any natural

or ruman power on eearth can guell us, Upon our cmscéou:mesa to
ccaquer nature through the prior cenquest of explo ve clpss-
man depends the future.

from the Fcurth Internaticnal Group

Cape Town, South Afries.




PROBLEMS OF THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

We publish below part of ths Declaration of Principles
adopted b{ the Central Committee of the Partido Obrsro Revolu-
olonario (Revolutionary Workers Party) of Cuba in Octobsr, 1940,
The document is too long to bs published in 1ts entirety in the
pages of the Bulletin. We omit the first part, "Decsdsnce of
Capitaliam,” which has a general character, and we reproduce the
second par‘ dealing with the speocific problems of the Cuban revo-
luticn. The dooumsnt has a third end & fourth part, on the ques-
tions of the proletarisn party, and we envisage thaix' publication
in a futurs lssus of the Bullslin,

CUBA WITHIN CENTRALIZED WORID CAPITALISK

The produotive forces of capitalist socisty have for - some
tims outgrown all the national boundaries parallel to the devslop-
ment of a teshnique which is today 1infinitely more powerful than
at the end of ths first imperialist warld war., At present sll
the problems relative to the economy of each country can reach no
solution whatscever except within the perspective of internation-
al economic relations. Cuba, with all its soonomic peouliarities
in itself only represents "a combination of the fundamental fea-
tures of world economy."” 8ince the oclose of the past century,
rural propsrty 4n Cuba has suffered rapid ooncentration in the
hands of North Ameriocan finance ocapital, with the oreation at the
sams time of an enormous mess of agricultural proletarians. To
the dogx;a v)ég b:.tloha:;dpnaod 1x;toh:h§ ?:gga of the financial
oligarce 8l lustry of ¢ 8 s Sugar production,
hniabun 11rted tH & KitRewto unimown techn us., The produstive
forees, 1in short, were transformed as rapidly as the tmperialist
ponetration reached into all ths spheres of the esonomic life of
the oountry.

The present sconamic and political dependsnoce of Cuba upon
the United States is fast passing all bounds. From her sconomic

dspendencs, Cuba 13 being converted in tremendous steps to no-
thing more nor less politically than a oologx:qual to Pusrto
Rigo, The Cuban State today exercises the

the Philippines, sto.,
role of a "Colonisl Administration Committee® 1in' the common in-
tereats of North Amsrican filnance capital and the possessing na-~
tive class, Cuba possesses 1tz own government, but under the
rule of the Yankee metropolis.

The property relations in GCuba exisnn§ at the middle and
olose of ths past century have been radically transformed with
the periodic exportation of North American capitel into the coun-
try. Complote control of the sconomy, industry, commerce, agri-
c:{twe, banking, eto. ($1,505,000, in Yankse lavestments) 1s
today in the hands of Unit States finance capital. Geography,
sconomics, and politiocs have interlocked Cuba completely within
the particular orbit of the most highly developed capitalism in
the world, that of North America. in this extreme phase,
represents with all its resources and mdoml peouliarities, one
of the peouliar festures of ths capitalist economy of the United
States, In the same measure, ths domsstic politiecs of Cuba have
becoms & part of the domestic politics of the imperislist metro-
polis, based on the oppression, exploitation and enslavement of
the working class and othsr urban toll layers and of the col-
onies and ssmi~colonies, oppressed an dependent countries.
Whereas the forelgn politics of North America 1s & continuation
of 1ts domestio politics, the foreign politios of Cuba echoés no-

but its dependent relation to the United Stetes financisl
oapital. The present role of Cuba within centrelized world ocapi-
talism, is expressed by itm situastion within the particular orbit
of the most highly developed capitalism in the world, North Amer-
lome

THE ROLE OF CUBA IN THE WORID SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

The olssrest evidence that ths ocontradiotions of a world,
- divided and parcslled out the great powers, are sharpening,
that the objective conditions for socialism are present and have
mitured on the world scale of the oapitalist order, ias provided
by the periofic crises, wars and revolutions which led up to the
present lmperialist war. Cuba fs not ismolated eithsr from the
wars or the revolutions engendered by capitalism in its highest
monopolistic development. Now as in ths future, Cuba will remain
part of the gears of world economy.

Dopondlni on the total conditions areated by the productive
forces of capitalist soocledy in the world amphitheater, Cuba 1like
all the oolonisl, semi-colonisl, dependsnt, snd oppressed coun~
tries, ldentifies the objectives of 1ts natlonal end social trans-
foraatbion with the objeotives of the socclalist transformstion in
ths international arena. In pertiocular the sriumph of its so-
olalist transformetion is determined by fhe triumph of the s00ia~-
1ist movement 1in the United 8tates, This 4s an inevitable
consequence of the same centralization of world capitalism and,
partlally,of North American capitalism f{n the Western Hemlsphere.

Independently of the fact that objsctive oconditions exist in
Cube for the triumph of ¢the proletarian revolution on the basis
of national 1liberation and fundamentally demooratic aspirations
carried to the end by the working class once 1t 1a established in
power, the essential conditions for the triumph of its sociallst
transformation are only found within the total objective oondi-
tions oreated b! imperialism in latin America and the United
States itself, n the first stage of 1ts revolution, the latin

Americen proletariat must oombine ths fundamental demcoratic

tasks with the possidble socialiast ones, But in order to ensure
the complste triumph of the movement for ths scolalist transform-
atlon of Iatin America, the success of ths soolalist move-
ment of ths North American proletariat is necessary, and vice
versa. Already in his thesis on nationsl and colonial questions
Lenin wrote that, "It is through the slavery of hundreds of mil-
lions of inhabitants of Asia and of Africa that English imperial-
ism has been abls to hold the British proletariat up to now undey
tourgeols domiration, The surplus value obtained through the ex-
ploltation of the colonies is one of the props of modern oapital=~
iem., 80 long as this fount of profits is not ocut off, 1% will be
d1fficult for the working class to defeat capitalism, Thanks to
the possibility of intensely exploiting the labor and the natural
rescurces in raw materials of the colonies,the oapitalist nations
of Europe have sought, and not without sucoess, to svade thr

these means their imminent barkrupteye European impsrialism Mms
succeeded in its home countries in g successively greater
concessions to the worker aristooracy, Ses from one sids to
keep the living conditions of the worikers of ¢ subjected ocown-
tries at a very low level, 1% does not draw back from any sacri-
fice and aocquiesces in saorificing surplus velus in the home
country, so long as it retains that of the colonies. The sup=-
pression by the proletarisn revolution of the oolonial strength
of Europs will overthrow Eurcpean capitalism. The proleur?.an
revclution and the revolution of the ocolonies pmust coincide in s
certain messure for the victorious solution of the struggle.*

Apart from the interdependence existing between the metropo-
1is and colonies aa the two oppositse polss of capitslism, 1t is
the exploitation, oppression and enslavement by cepitalism of the
proletariat of éhe imperialist country as well as ths coloniss
which determines in the final analysis the internaticnalism and
oollaboration of the prolstariat, for example, of the United
States and Iatin-America, as well as the “victorfous solution”
with the triumph of soo{alisn of both proletarists' complete

emanolpation. On the other fand, nelther in the United Statses
independentl nor in Iatin-America, 1s it possible to bulld a
closed sociallat soolety. Both have to conslder themselves parts

of a whole greater than the parts, Fram a qualitative point of
view, Iatin-Americe!s relation of dependence with respect to the
United States 1s, evidently, distinct from thet of ths United
States with respsct to latin-America. Neverthelsss, this dis~
tinction is caused, ossentislly, by the existing dilference  in
the level of desvelopment of the respsctive productive foroes and
not by the degree in which they are eoonomically self-aufficisnt.
Iatin-Amerioa 1s a vast colony, ths United States an imperialist
nation, But if the United States were blockaded foday, 1t would
perish before Letin-America. This is anothsr proof of ého reali-
ty of world eoonomy determining the relations of dspsndence be-
twesn sll the countries of the planet, Cuban oconomy is an inte-
grated, organic part of United States capitslist economy. The
definite triumph of sociallsm in Cuba depends on the triwph of
the workers in the United States.

THE CONQUEST OF POWER EY THE CUBAN PROLETARIAT

If one conalders that the triumph of the proletarisn revolu=
tion in Cuba i3 dependent upon the triumph of the socialist
movement of the American working clsss or upon the triumph of the
proletarian movement as such in the United Stetes, ths conolu-
slon could be reached tlmt ths Cuban working class should wait
for those events so that, automatically, ths edvance would
take plmce with possibilities of success. éut things presented
in suoh & manner would signify no understanding of the algebre of
the proletarien movement in Cube or, in the worst of cases, a
8talinist attempt to deny the possibility of success dus to
the sbsence of "meturity” in Cuba for socialism, 1in exchenge for
its own theory of the "next stages” of nationzl and social liber-
ation under the “progressive platform” of the "Democratic Social—
1st Coalition.” One would lamentably confound the question of
the triwmph of the soclalist revolubion as such with ¢the oom=
ing to power by the Cuban proletariat, The question Iis better
presented in another fashlon. In the first place the umlﬁ $o
power by the Cuban proletarist would not mean the triumph the
socialist movement, but would signify its beginning., In the
second place, the triwmph of ¢ s001alist movem.at in Cuba
has to be considered in the measure of its objectives (easentisl-
1y national and socisl emancipation) based in the combinstion of
the democratic end soclalist tasks which can posaibly be attained
in ths asphere independent of ths national produotive forces, are
reached,

The present unknown faotors of the soclslist revolution in
Cuba sare found In the conditions and messure of success of the
coming to pcwer by the prouletariat. But to ask for the preoise
conditions under which, and the moment when the Ouban proletariat
cen and must come to powsr,is to demand,to & certain degres, as-
tronomical calculations which have nothing in common with Marxian
estimtes. This is & question which belongs tc the fundamental
subjective factors of the movement: parties end their programs,
partioularly the prolstarian party with its political strategy
and taotioe (political aend organizatiocnal form of o¢olladboration
of the proletariat and its vanguard with the remaining working
olass layers of ths population before the objectives of the reyow
lution, eto., degree of collaboration and support between the
Cuban prolstariat and the proleteriat of the imperialist nation
eto., etc.) The question considered from this angle would demend

& previous ocaloulation as to when the oontradictions of American



oapitalism would enter intoc their explosive nhgo, and the degres
to whioh the American prolstariat would morally and materiall
support within the United States the revolutionary movemsnt o
the Cubsn working class, questions whose favoradbls or unfavarable
solution in practice would particulsrly determine whethsr or not
imperialism would be abls to intervene sucoessfully to prevent
the oonquest of power by thes Cuben prolstarist or decapitate the
proletarsian movement at the start.

On the other hand, 1t 18 necessary to determine when the
“uban prolstarist will be ready snd if it has an experienced and
.apable vanguard, the party, which will Iave to lead 1t %o
gonmunt power and secondly -- the support and collaboration of
ts closost allies, the peasantry and impoverished petiy-bourgeo-
sle, and thirdly, the general interest of the nation {n the im-
porhlht problem, etos Ths conditions under which and the mom-
snt when the Cuben proletariat can and must come to power belong
to the strategical calculations of the working olass vanguard,the
party of the sccislist revolutions And to determine these be-
fore mend, signifies marking out with probability the successful
coming to power, and solving the unkmown factors of ths socia~-
1list yrevolution in Cuba. But ths strategy of a party founded
on the 801id princlples of revolutionary Marxism such.as the Re-
volutionary Workera Party, oomes from the living disleotic of e~
voents Aur a dsfinite moment and given certain oonditions. Ths

stioationa of aatronomy and theosophy heve nothing in common
with Marxist strategy. Whsther the com: to power by the pro-
lstariat can sand must be successful is worth a reply, but, never-
theless, that is not the way to ruise the problem of the revolu-
tion et the present time. The answer can only be ilven in slge-
braic terms.: What iz really under consideration is how to pre-

pare for the coming Yo power. The Revolutlonsry Worksrs Party
says the following to the Cuban prolstariat:
Be prepared! The proletariat in Cuba can't renouncs power

until the proletariat of the United States emencipates itself.
The Cuban proletariat should prepere itsslf for the coming to
power and the inauguration of ita »revolution without weiting.
Porging its own vanguard, the m:«:-m.n\.;l class prepares itgelf, The

neral staff of the proletarist will determine in the final ana-
ysis when the hour for the coming to power MBs arrived.

The World Party of the Boolalist Revolution, the Fourth In-
ternational, points ocut clearly in its May menifesto, the oconduct
of the ocoloniasl proletariat in the revolution: "Suided by its own
revolutionary leadership, the proletariat of the colonies and
semi-colonies must obtein thse unoonquerable colladboration of the
prolstariat of the imperialist countries and of the world working
olass. This 13 the only kind of collaborstion which can lead the
oppreesed psoples to camplete and definite emanocipation, by means
of the overthrow of imperialism in the world. The victory of the
international proletariat will save the colonial countries the
slow prooess of capitalist development, giving them the possibile
ity of arriving at socizlism together with the proletarist of the
advancsd countries.”

The perspsctive of the permanent revolution in no case mesns
that backward countries should await the starting signal from the
more developed ones, nor that colonisl peoplss should wailt
patisntly for the projotariat of the imperialist ocenters to free
them, He 1s holped who helps himself. The warkers must struggle
in @ revolutionary fashion in all countries, wherever favorable

conditions exist, thus giving an example to the warkera of other

ocuntries. Inttlative and activity, intrepldity and audacity are
the only things which oan materiafize the slogan: = "Workers of
The World Unite!*

North Ameriocan proletariat.
will enormously ecocslerate the triumph of ths proletarian move~
went in the United States

THE WORKERS' STATE AND THE TRIUMPH OF
THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION IN CUBA

Considering the triumpkh of the prolstarian revolution in
Cuba in the sense of the esteblishmant of the woarkers' state and
the schlevement of its fundamental objectives of national and
social emmnoipation, resting upon the combined bases of the Gemo—-
oratic and socialist tasks possidle of being realized iu the
sphere independent of the purely nationsl produstive forces, the
objective oonditions in general have been ripe for omtln in
Cube &g well as every other ocolonial country for the attainment
of that end. Imperialism has sufficlently oreated thess condie
tions. The latter have matured in the very United States as well
80 thet the same end can be achisved undsr different oonditions.
The difference in the degrees of development of the existing
ductive foroes between the United States and Cuba, determines the
egsential objeotives of the worksrs! state, political instrument
for realizing socimlism, and the only possidble differenses bLe=
tweon both soclalist revolutions. r oertain oonditions,it
1s possible thet the Cuban proletariat will came to bowsr, estab-
1ishing the Workers! 8tate before the American prolsteriat, and
attain with sufficient sucoess ths essential objeotives of the
national and sooial emancipetion of Cuba under a demooratio pro-
gram which might oontain 1o its greater part, bourgeois and pet
bourgeois reforms, & program which in camblnation with the socia
418t Tusks cepsble of bein schieved in the sountry would be on
ths order of the day. DBul the successful, socialist trensforem-
tion of Cubs under ths workers' state (the only regims oapabls of
guarenteeing any democratic program or the soclalist tasim of the
revolution) would in this case depend upon the triwsph of the
soolalist movement in the United States. The socislist mevemsnt
in the Dnited States, given ths gigsntic propertions of the de-~
velopment of 1ts produotive forces, would be oarrisd thr from
1t3 initial stages upon purely socialist bases until victary is
attained with the Socialist United Btates of Americam step on the
path towerds definite socialist consolidation on s warld-wids
soale.

Confronted by the posaible aslternative that the Cuban wor=
kers might estadlish thair own Worksrs' State,and that the Amerie
can prolstariat may follow 1ts example later, the further destiny
of the proletarian distatorship, Workers' 8tate and socialism in
Cube would depend, 1in the final lhllﬁil, not so wmuch upon the
hationsl productive forces as upon t development of the prole~
tarisn government (socinlist transformation) in the United Btates

whioh would eliminate the different stages of capitallst develop-

ment in Cuba 80 that the lstter would reach socialism together
with the most highly developed countries. "Thus,ths masses of the
backward countries lsd by the consolous prolstariat of the devele
oped capitalist countries, will arrive at comwmunism without pasa-
ing through the different stages of capitalist development.” (The-
sis on the natiomal and colonisl questions by Lenin.)

In proportion to ths importance of its different objectives,
the prolstarian revolution in Cube is destined to triumph and be
orownsd with success only with the socialist conourrencs of the
The proletarian Yrevolution in Qube

which 4in turn will consolidate the
Workers! State in Cube. The problem is to be preparsd, to choose
the conditions snd moment in which the workers' stats should be
established. The mresent moment 1s one of preparation. The forw
ging of the venguard of the warking class is in progress now, The
party of proletarian revolution in Cubs is the Revolutionary

Workers! Party,

NEWS FROM FRANCE

Ths last comuniocation received fram Franoce informed us thet
our arganization nwobers now between 300 and 500 active members
{n Parls only, without sounting the other groups in the Ococupled
Zons, Moreover, the orgsnization is surrounded bge‘ oireles of

thizers which smounts to about thres times ¢ number of
active members.

In the lsst ismsus of the International Bullstin (no. 7) we
spoke of & "tendency favoring the vietory of England" in the Per-
isian orgsnization. It seems thet the informa¥ion (from the Un-
ocooupisd Zons) upon which we wrote this were somewhat sxaggerated.
According to our present information, there is & great politiocal
fermentation in the Paris group: there were gome rather dublous
foraulations on the defense of England, some discussion on the
nature of <fascisn, on the national problem, etcs There is a
ma jority and & minority separeted by a line which moves quiokly
nn& aftens We are not able to ssy much more for ths present. The
lstter preproduced below comes from & living ocomrsde whom ws know
well, extremsly devoted to the organizution. EHe was in Paris uu-
£11 fast July and he writes that Faris no tendenoy ocontrary to
the prinsiples of the Fourth International has ever been predomin-
ate and that no "reconoiliations” have been neoessary. Hs re-

the group of the Unocoupied Zone is somswhat seotare
We reproduce the letter without teking ahy respmsibile=
ity for his sppralsal and we will give to our readers sny new in-
formation wo may receive.

The following lstter was written by & lsading ocmrsde of the
Frenoh organization, who laft Paris at the end of July, 1941, mnd
is now in the Unoooupled Zone,

ports that
lan.

SBomewhsre in the Unocoupied Zone
Ootober B, 190
Dear Comrade,

I T I R R e S T I I T B BT R )

The first and second numbers of "la Verite® interested wus
very much by demonstrating the fundamentel identity of owmr feel=
ings in the midst of the peinful and 4iffiocult itions of e
woment. In the way you expressed yourselves we gould only find a
oertain generality, produced by your remotensss, whereas here we
have to live in reality just ss 1% L&, and meke our intsrests and



the welfare of our organisetion ocnform to it a8 well as possihle.
It 1s diffioult to spsak of all that in detail here; tut I empha-
size once again the identity of our feslings and all itas hearten-
ing impliocations in the confusion and upset of the mcment, I re-
peat that we are sorry at finding in your dispatohes only a mcdi-
oum of information on what you are doing, on the crganization a
broad, its situation and the situation ma & whols, 1In ths ohaos
and oconfusion of the moment it is indispensadbls for us to know
what you are dcing, wmat you are thinking, and how ycu are react=
ing to the situation of our orgmnization here. The times we are
1l4v in demmnd that we look arms and help esach other by every
possible mesnss I cannot tell mat length here about the whole
organisatione But I should to emphasize that <here has
never been any ccoaslon for a reconciliastion tetween our scmrades
hers (in the Unoooppied Zone) and myself, any mcre than betwean
then end our comrades of the cocupied zone, To te sure there
have been & number of nismderaundlng, chiefly because of the
aiffioulty of commnioations, and their interruptions, and unfor=

tunately there fs in addition to the material diffi tiss &n un-
fortunate nonchalance whioh still persists a hundred times too
zruche

There have never been anzgdeop differences with our Taris
oomrades., Unfortunate tendencies heve never prevalled. We were
both strong and flexible enough to oversome the initiml oonfusion

osrtain people, ohiefly in fsvor of experience. And we
oonsider this s gm§ sdvantage s On this point thers should be
no ambigulty among us, But there is one other thing you ought to
take into aooounts Besides the danger you're afraid of, there is
one other that our Paris comrades consider no less to be feared.
You Imow our organization 1s weak, with very 1ittle contect with
the masses and without an sssured positions This 18 no reescn,
though scme have tended 1o make it cne, for withdrawing into an
ivory tower and eternally mumbling ths sams ideas which lose all
reality and beoome mechaniocal, and look down on all ths impure
pecples from sboves Our 1deas are nothing if they don't becoms
prinoiples of action for us, which allow wus %o work, to recruit
and contritute to the welfare of our organization even in the
daiffioult situstion of the moment. And unfortunately this is
what our comrades hsyre (in the uncoocupied zone) don't realize.
They are honest people who live srut up in a bottle, without co-
oupation and proud of the purity of their feelings. Even if the
othsrs, in Parlis, mede certain mistakes, whioch is what happens in
daily work, and I repeat that that doesn't change anything in

their ideas, they mede them in resal work, and teocause of that
were atle, when it was neocessary, to reotify thair errars of
evaluation through experience and a%mngtbon their ideas. The
sre known up there, and it's remarkable, and 1f nngmng is sa
wgainst them, it's their firmness. I cannot ta up too much
spaces 3ut you should not negleot this side of the questicne

I shall add two remarks. The friends of Mol,, who represent
practically ncthing, get off & lot of studipities and keep on
squabbling incosamély, intrigus & great deal and systematioally
distort what our Paris ccmrades say in an attempt to oppose it to
what i3 said here. On the otrer hand, 1t must be otssrvea that
we haven't too much Informaticn of what's teen gcing on since my
departure mcre than twc mcnths sago., I think I'1l te able to tave
scme news towerds the middle cf tover, That's enough about ths
stove for tcday,

I note with satisfaction your promise to send us some in-
formation about the split in the United States, Tell wus ina
general way what the Scclalist Workers Perty 1is doing and think-
ings Thia 1a all the mors necessary since the friends of Mol,
and of Pivert are attacking 1t viclently, apparently bteing tied
up with Shachtmen, and in aedditicn have lately attempied to
spread confusion in their dispatohes -- the war, they say among
other things, has made Cannon lose his head (in respect to the
"military policy” of the S.W.P.). On this last point the Paris
somrades declare for Canncn, those here againat him, ‘tut nobody
has anything tut very fragmentary news, In the same way 1t is
necessary to give us exact Informaticn on what Pivert end Victor
Serge are doing snd thinking. Some months ago the formwr hed a
long dooument sent to us, 1in his purest oustcmary styls, showing
lapses of memory ss astcnishing es they were impudent, and mall-
olously attecking cur whole organizaticn. We had made cut a re-
ply ageinst him just about the time I left Paris. As for Pivert's
organization 1t 1s diffiocult for me to give you any news about
it, tecause it is ccmpletely uprccted. The majority of 1ts mem-
bers have oampletely fallen for Anglophilia, reprcach our Peris
ocomredes with fossilizaticn and refuse to come to an agreement
with them. The mwmcst sericus cones amongst them agree with us,
even when they don't conaider themselves &3 s part of our ocrgeni=-
zatione As for the rilaght wing, they dcn't wake up exceptto
grumble agsinst us and try to prevent the left ’rom ooming %o an
agreement with us,
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CANADA

All of the 8talinist orgasnizations have teen declared ille~
gals Not only the party, but also the Y.C.L. and various cultural
groups. Their press is cutlawed everywhere, However, a woelkly
publication exists, "The Cenadisn Tribune,” which 1s  cbvicusly
Stalinfet in oharacter, It haa a wider distribution than even
fhelr old press since it 1a distributed by a news sgency along
with all other newspapers, It follows & generally pacifist line

efare the German-Russian warj end centers i¥s activity on civil

réies, unions and devotes s lot of space to the farm problsm,
There &s one member of perliament who seems to follcw a Stalinist
line, &« wommn from one of the weastern provinces and there are one
or two fellow-trevellers in & ocuple of the provinoial govern-
mentss Al of thess oarry on a sort of a pecifiat line,

As far as we know, there is not muoch effective 1llesal work
belag oarried on by the Stalinists. The repressions are very
bed, Up %o the time of the defeat of Francs thay funotioned mors
o less legally, but after that ths 114 was clamped down, ILiter-
ally hunireds were arrested and slready in 1840, the minister of
1oe announced that thers were more than 1,800 in conocentra-
ion oamps, oubside of the enemy allens!

We bave some oontact with them and are trylng to gst more,
but 1% is very diffiocult, Thers wers, s you lmow, s few C.P,ers
who troks at the time of the Russo-Cermsn paot or a littls later,
including Hichin and Nontagus, tut both of thess turnsd out to bte
worthlsss, and perhaps even worse than that, although nothing too
&efinite has been established as far as that 1s oconcerned,

Our peopls dc reccgnize the necessity of ocarrying cn work in
this £1s]4 and have made soms headway in at least two different
aorganisations, But as elsewhere it will be slow work and not
produstive of ixawdiste resulta,

The restristions on free speech and assemblage sare very
besvy, In the osse of the wnicns, however, in spite of great
government pressure and threats of prossoutions of strikers , a&n
organizing drive in the bagio industries 1s taking place, and
striless are ooouring regularly, but of cowrse not with the inten-
sity or the militanoy of the workers in the United States. They
bave compulsory erbitration in all defense industries, and some

of the deoisions have svunk to high heaven,
recent osse, ths Peck Rolling Mills, which 13 indirectly control-
led by U, S. Steel; +the srbitraticn Loard decided that the base
rate was to remin at 30.7 cents per hour, The workers are very
wuch dissatisfied since texation 1s taking a very great portion
of their income. For instance, there 1s a 5% direot tax on wages
taken by the employer out of Ehe pay envelope tesides steep In-
cane taxes on the lower brackets and Sod knows how meny indirect-
taxess The uniocn leadership 1s very ccnaservative, the moat milie
tzz;: ttiera roughly corresponds to c¢he AFL burocreés in the United
States!

for instance in one

When strikes do occur, they are carried cn in the most hap-
hazard fashion with no preparstions made for even the simplest
weans of union defenas, comnissary or real putlicity,

The Civil Livertiea Unicn is practically non-existent, and
is controlled by the most conservative and reaotionary lsedership
imaginable, Over 70 union leaders have teen interned inoluding
the leader of the Gamdis;": Seamen's Unicn, Pat Sulliven, whose
case 1s being handled by a "Fat Sullivan Defense Committee,” This
is the only committee oarrying on any kind of work at 8sll,

Taxes are extremely righ and are very turdensome,
dlscontent exists which has §1ttlo or nc outlet in acotion due to
the repressive conditicns. Wages are from SO to 103§ lcwer than
simllzr work in the United States, Living ccste aince the way
have risen at least 1885, The gcvernment has issusd an "Order in
cownoll” freezing all wages &t the 1926 level for the duretion of
the wer and limits &1l inoreases %o 5% cf this socale which ob-
viously 1s a real tlow at the wcrkers. The unlions are growing,
pvartioularly in the tasic industries, In spite of a very conser-
veti':e lsadership whose whole activity seems to be direoted to
§8% "more representaticn” in the zovernment tcards, the wcrkers
are beccming unicn consclous snd rave teen enscuraged greatly by
the recent successes cf thelr American :rothers,

A real

The Csnadien Secticn
on 1%s work end has its
prevailing thsre prevents

cf trhe Fcourth Internatioral 1is carrying
{llegsl puhliocaticns, but the condition
cur zZiving any mcre details,

CHILE

8ince the Unification Congress of last June, the Partidc
Obrero Revoluolonario Sescticn of the Fourth Internaticnal is grow-
ing and reorulting; it is now forming new groups in the provinoe.

The party is now publishing a paper,

Frente Prcletari nd als
& theoretical tullstin. Bi2ey and atso




