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THE LIFE OF GERMAN POLITICAL PRISONERS

Below we print the English translation of a renort by a former
prisoner in a German jail who was recently able to. leave Germany.

1. Preliminary Detention: Because of chronic over-crowding,
it is impossible for the jails to provide separate cells for
prisoners, except in especially importent instances, e.gs, for im-
portant functionaries, Solitarx cells are usuvally reserved for the
purpose of rendering "noiseless" the "work-outs" glven the prison-
ers; these range from nightly third degrees, through subtle torment
(eege, offering salted food and forbidding water), to all manner of
bodily and spiritual torture. These tortures have by no means
lately becn abandoned. The difforence between the practice of the
regime in earlier dars and in reécent months is that the use of tor-
ture 1is no longer haphazard but is methodically organized. Dili-
gent Kommissars exchenge suggestions for tactics to be used on.
various tyvpes of prisoners and arrive at unbelievabl~ 1nterest1n§
resultss In many instances, notably among the best "politicals
the jallers have found that punishment and force simply harden tne

risoner and make the elicitinz of further information impossible
%as lonz as the prisoner 1s rational). And because the object of
the torbure is not simply sadistic exercise but the eliciting of a
maximun, comprehensive statement, vhysical torture is frequently
abandoned, especially when a point has already been reached from
which further confession can be pursued and developed. Often pure-
ly psychologicel instrumentalities for exerting pressure bring bet-
ter results (e.gs, arrest of innocent relatives, denial of the
right to receive letters or visitors, denial of the privilege of
reading, deprivation of relaxation time). '

Until the end of the most important investigation, the prison-
er ls usually kept as completely isolated as possible, especially
from his "accomplices." In the larger jails, however, "politicals"
are kept together; they quickily exchangg talés of thelr experlences
and warn each other against spies. (The spies associato Intimately
with the other prisopers, brag about their "revolutionary work,"
and attempt to pump "admisgions™ from their assoclates. They return
from their "interrogations" with smggled cigarettes, chocolate and
other things with which to buy thomselves into the good graces of
other prisonors). He who maintains a wary attitude in respect to
unfamiliar neighbors, speeking little of his own "deeds" and spend-
ing his time in political discussion, will be rowarded in (mostly
badl) exporience.

Conversations deal mostly with experiences before and durin
the "interrogations;" interest in general, esneciallr theoretica%,
quostions tonds to diminish. ,

Aside from tre carly period of the harrassing "interrogations,"
the tension of walting for newcomers, confrontations{ etc., life
in a jail is relatively hearables For in spitc of espociail bad
meals (because originally it was arrangod for a short period s the
guard i3 mostly composed of officials from the "old system," who,
as soon &s the immediate pressurc of the Gestapo lets up, are will-
ing %o case the conditions of tho noliticals ospecially. The most
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important element 1is, of course, the relationship with other comrades
which is avidly cultivated by word of mouth or through writing,
despite the talec~bearinz of petty criminels or even of officiais.

2., During the porlod of detontion for examination, the political
orisoner is handled Rrecisoly in the samc manner as the criminal.
ow an "ordered 1ife" begins with stipulated work. These months of
waiting for sentencoe are the most difficult for many, especially
when, as frequently occurs, one 1s kept in sollitary confinomonte.
One has to worry too much about the inevitable mistakes of the trial,
and about tho preparation for the triel; and above all, his personal
insecurity and the fate of his comrades weighs heavily upon the
prisonor in 1lsolation, In thesc cases, .there is rarcly communica-
tion among politicalse Comparison of notes by means of petty at-
tompts at bribery tlrough the médium of certain criminals who clean
the floors, serve the food, etcs, is usually risky and, if dlscovered,
can effcct more harm than the chance 1s worthe

N

The hearing itsolf is in most Instances hardly more than tho
gathering together of all Gestapo rocords. The judges hardly lknow
tho accusode Denial of statemonts onoce certified by the prisoner
(even if done undor duress) is almost always useless. Some of the
arresting officors of the Gestapo arc always present as witnesses
at the triale, The transactions usually take place so as to avoid
publicitye Official attorneys act toward thoir imposed "clients"
moro like prosecutors, pass unbeliovably quickly over tho argumonts
for defensc and try to obtain confossion. Theilr pleas usually begin:
"My oliont is gullty; but thero are perhaps in this or that factar
extenuating circumstancos to account for his behaviore." Frecly
choson dofendors are absolutely denied. The sontence cannot be ap~
pealed to & higher court and is immediately effoctivo.

3e After the triel, even in cases where the punishmont 1is
sovere, an easing of the jail atmospherc ls noticeablee The psycho=
logical precssuro of uncertainty lets up; solitary confinement and
isolation usually stope Only long=term prisoners, hardened to jail
routino, would bo able to stand as much as threo yoars in solitary
without interruption. Very often the jall doctor orders an interrup-
tion in solitary confinemont whon signs of psychlc disorder appears

In general, the releaso from solitary and consequent association
with o6ther prisoners, constitutos in 1tself a bottorment of condi-
tions, ot loast offering e divorsion from brooding. In the loig run,
it 1s only an exceptionally strong-willod, powerful individual, with
highly diversified intorosts, who can work in isolation ten hours a 3
day at a monotonous occupation without bocoming spiritually dulled.
One $s thrown upon his own resourccs ontirély for stimulation. Only
in excoptional cnsos are toxtbooks allowed. In such instancos our a
comrades often profer to bo alone rather thon subjoct thomsolvos to
tho influonces,of bsd company. Thon ovory moment of froc timo 1s
utilizod for study and evon the work period 1is usod for the mental
solution of probloms outlined in tho toxtbookss



Tho smanllest scrap of nows from outside, culled, for oxample,
from nowspapers of the officials or from reports by fellow prisonors
ongaged in outside work and coming into contact with "freo" workers,
spreads like wildfire. Politicals naturally accept outsidc work
with alacrity and since tho shortago of rural laborers has bccome
so noticoable, thoy are no longer kept for work inside tho jail. It
has beon demonstrated thot the politicals, through solidarity, main-
tain order and disciplinc in thoir own ranks.

Evory work-group of from ton to twolve men has an officor as
overscore. In addition there is o foreman soent by the firm for which
the work 1is being donoe Especilally in the casc of politicals there
is a carcful guard against tho cstablishment of 1llegal rolations
with tho outside.

Dospite careful suporvision, tho “outside workers" always bring
fresh lifo into the jall ond arc proud of being able to supply nhows
to thoir comrados "insido," along with a few ponnies saved out’ of
the incroascd wage paid thom for tho more arduous outsidc worke

A prisonor is allowed to writo onc lotter oveory two months from
the ponitontiary and to have ono ten-minute visit every three months.
These “privileges," as woll as lottors from the outsido, are groat
events, shared in by all comrados; cvery bit of news is immodiatoly
relaycd about the jaile. There arc fairly accuratec reports on regu-
lations in tho differont instltutions, which can be very diverso,
depending upon the managoment. For instaneo, in certain places the
"politicals" aro absolutoly separatcd from the eriminals in order
that the lattoer may not be "infeected;" the troatment of politicals
is usually worse under these circumstances, theoir food moéro moager,
tholr work morc distasteful, tholr quarters more noxious, cte. Tho
modorn conception 1s thnt it is bottor for tho general 1ifo of "the
Institution to abolish soparation of prisoners into catogories, in
order to weakon tho unity of the pollitiecals by incessant spying on
tho part of tho criminal prisonerse The closc association of poli-
ticals is oextremely difficult, asidec from tho spying, for polltiecal
convorsations are strictly forbiddon and overy reported word leads
with coertainty to punishment or the concentration compe Onoc is
forcecd, theroforc, to sclect onc'!s companions from among thosc with
the most roliable characters; from this eategory must be excludod
tho highor functionarics of the Stalinists, sincc cven on tho out-
side thoso péople denounce oppositionists as "traitors" to tho state
institutions. Thosc "notablos" usc the prison rogulation against
political conversation as a prctoxt to forbid assoclation on tho
part of thoir followers with oppositionists whosc ideas might harm
their loyal shcope Among tho bost cloments this warning cgainst
assoclation often works in roverso; 1t brings sharponed intorost
and eagornoss for discussione Onc usually bogins with concroto,
porsonal exporicneces, like a criticism of stupld, illogal mothods
of work which hns ontailod a grodt loss of mombors; rcinstitution of
the Russian "Paragraph 218," otce, in order through thesc gradually
to approach fundamental quoestionse For, comong many, purcly thooroti-
cal intorcst tcnds in time to diminish and many bcececomo unpolitieal,
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cithor bocauée of outer prossurc or of innor lazincss. Only'a fow
pursuo political probloms out of their owm intolloctual urgc.

Although numorically tho CePe 18 most strongly rcprosontod among
the politlcals, our comrandos arc ovorywhoro among thoe most politi-
cally activo and cloar=thinking; and whorc thoy work ecstutoly have a
rolativoly groat influonco, dospito substantial opposition == wunder
proasurc of tho Jall systom, ovory Stalinitc ncmo known to tho macscs
hos a doublo influonco. Our comrados ongege ln o form of pedegogic
oxorciso to boc carriod on insido ovor an oxtondod poriode To offact
the graducl wvictory of our idoas in tho minds of a fow, particularly
undor such ospoclally difficult circumstonces, is a task which con
bring a rich rowards If on¢ hos tho raro ploasurc of working with
othor comrados at thc task of winning worth-whilc sympathizors to
our viows, claborating mothods, charting progrcss and apportioning
tho work, thch oach small accomplishment can be justifiably lookod
upon with pridc.

Onc on thc outsidc has no concoption of tho probloms discussod
insido by the roally intorosted comradose Not only the latost
Stalinlst chango of linc and its consoquonecos, but nlso thoorctical
and actunl probloms of our movomont. .Froquonély thosc insido sonso
with sharponod intuition tho difficultios and mattors for argumont
confronting tholr comrados outsido, discuss thoso mattors, make
prognosos, and formulato pollitical cttitudoses When o prognosis thus
mado is lator substantiatod by o lottor.from tho outsido, onc 1is
proudly assurcd that tho "ofrflcors" of our cadrcs arc “oguipned to
arrivo at doclsions indopondont of “ordors" from abovo.

. In thils spirit our imprisoncd comradcs, dcopnly movod by thoe
doath of tho 0ld Man, oxprcss thoir grutofuincss for hig priccless
tcachings, left to us and futuro genorations as tools with which to
builde Thoy caution against tho convoniont argument thot the 01d Man
woa provented by sontimontality from admitting thot the achilevomonta
of Octobor, won with his holp, havc beon loste Throughout the time
of the Finnish war tho comradcs stood staunchly behind the slogan of
the doefonsc of tho Sovict Union, os thoy had aftor tho Stalin-Hitlor
pact and tho invasion of Polande Thov boliovo thot thoso inside do
not have thoir vision blurrod by tho propncgonda machine of tho
bourgcoisio and thorcforo arc ablo to porccive fundamentals with
groatér olarity than somo of thosc outside in contact with tho claas
onomye Although tho isolation of thosc inside produccs tho dangor

of thélr arrlving at conclusions disconnceted from ovonts in an alicn
world, st1ll the intonsc discussion insido and the corrospondonco
from tho outsldo act as corroctivese Porhans some time wc shall
enjoy tho frult of this corrospondoncc, ponotrating tho double
consorship of jail and state, to sustain ocnd inspiro thosc working
inside who in turn rcinforcc and onrich thoir meaninze It is o small
contribution to the preparction of the Gormon and intornational
rovolutionse ' ' ’

4, Prior té tho cxpiration of tho ponal torm of a political, tho
administration of tho institution must submit a writton rcport to the
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. Gestapo concorning the tondencics and political attitudo of the
prisoncre The basis of thosc rcports consists of summarics of
"conversations" conducted by tho jailers ot rogular intervals through-
out the dctention poriode Thesc arc amplifiod by the statomonts of
certain sples and the rcports of the jail officinlse. Basling itsclf
on thesc reports, as well as upon the gonoral behavior of the come
rade after his arrost (during the intorrogotion and beforc tho court)
and upon his carlicr rcvolutionary activity, tho Gostapo docidecs
whether to free him at the ond of his term or to dotain him longer.,
Usually at locst a doclaration is demanded, in which the prisoncy
promigcs to abstain from futurc rcvolutlonary activitys Whoover
rcfuscs to sign such a dcclaration (cege, Johovah's Witnosscs) must
rcekon with the concentration camps Usually, aftor the conclusion

of his sontcncc, tho rcleased prisoncr has to facc now hearings at
wvhich pointors for furthor trials aro gathorod, with now arrosts

and the rollins up of old, forgotten itomss So it may happen that,
years after acts worc committed, now arrcsts cen be suggested by the
rcvicw of the record of a reclecased prisoncr, involving comrades who
had long considercd thcmsclves safce Fortunately thc bad consc-
quences of such declarations mnde by rcloascd comrades con be

avoldod boccusc of the general acquaintance with the mothods of the
Gestapo; the comrades arc shrewd and proparcd. .

Our knowlcdge of 1lifc wilthin the concontration camps is most
meagere For thoir inmatcs do not come out so ocasily and those who
have boen only tomporarily "entertainod" thorc arc acquaintod with
conditions only as cxceptionse The state cannot mointain a stoedily
incroasing number of pcrsons for any groat length of timc; 1t must
cngoge them in productive cctivity in order to produce a valuc noro
than covering the cost of their dotontion. The prisonors arc therc-
forc uscd in inside and outsldc work, ospceially in types of labor
nceessary to the conduct of fhe war: construction of buildings,
improvemont of the lond, ctoe

‘The inmates can write nothing to thoso outside concerning their
work, since the ccnsorship and rules in concentration camps aro mch
morc rigld than 1n ordinary jJailse Lottors arc rcgulated oven as
to thc numbor of lincs and aro harshly withheld if they do not comply
cxactly with the rulese That is why wo have a livelicr and morc
intensive corrospondence with our comrades in tho jails than in tho
conecntration campse At leoast tho concentration camp inmates have
the opportunity to sce daily nowspapors, and tho wookly papcr
Tho Lighthouso, published for all Gormen penol institutions, can be
bought out of thc prisoncrs! wagese Thils sheot contnins briof re-
views 1n cath-word stylc, of thc most important events of the week
(according to the lights of the editor!) as well as details of the
long speeches of statesmen.

The main difference between concentration camps and jaills 1is
the composition of the body of inmates (in the concentration camps
mostly qualified "politicals") and of the guard: in the jails most
of the old staffs of officers are maintained, with occasional re-
movals and replacements but with new management and changed rules
and under the control of reliable superior officers. 1In concentrae
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tion camps there are also S3-guarda, frequently sifted and sorted,
slnce they become occaslionally infected and decomposod. Nelther

the politically unstable nor the persistently sadistic elements can
be constantly used over a long neriod, because tho hard work re-
‘quired of the Inmates could not be realized in some casges due to
nistreatment, deaths, etcs Without oxception, the concentration
comps swarm with sples, as well as provocateurs who, for Instance,

on the cccasion of the mass receiption of radio addresges or appeals,
will utter revolutionary oxpressions, observing and reporting the
reactions of the comrades.

The head of the concentration camp is required to submit, at
least quarterly, regular political reports on the inmatese In con-
nection with these, they circulate all sorts of veiled promises of
releasé, or of amnesty, and throw out a variety of demoralizing
rumorse Desplto certain "advantagos" to be found in the concontre-
tion camps (subseriptions to hewspapers, the purchase of supplemen=
tery food items) thero is greator pregsure upon the nervous systen
of the inmate, boecausec of the comrlote isolation from the outside
vorld (prohibition of visitors and censorship of letters) and the
uncortaln perspective of a problematic release in the dilstant
futurce. he knowledpe that the desired goal of every ianmatc, froe-
dom, can be attained only through the rovolution should lesscn tho
danger of becomlhg wpolitical in tho concentration compe Bub
political oducation in the concentration camp goes contrary to the
official goal -- not toward the dovolopment of good cltlzons; tho
concontratlion camp is in roality the high school of the revolution
for our best forccs. ‘

AT )
WA W W

NEWS FROM FRANCE

The conditions now prevailing in Eurono oblize us to be ox-
tremoly coutious in our news roportse On tlho wholo tho status of
our organization in France 1s very satisfactorvye Tho I.EeCeo ig in
reyusar contact with tho regional loadership of the unoccuplcd zone,
vhich In turn is in roguler contact with tho occupicd zono, Bolgiun,
Holland, and othor Europcan countriose The Fronch organization lins
groups in all the Important citlos of tho unoccupiod zones Those
groups aro oessontially working class in composition and nany of our
militents have a considorablo influonce in the factories and in
what romains of tho tredo unionse Fectory noners and nanphlots aro
publishod regularly. The grouns rccoive Ia Vorite, publishod abrocd,
which has boon vory woll rccoived by the Tronclh comradose The groups
of tho unoccupiocd zone held o reczlonal conforonce on Juno 1 and end,
at which the Paris group was also rcprosontode Thoses and a sorics
of resolutions worc adoptcds Their ovoluation of the situation in
France coincidos with that of the I.E.Ce The rosolution on the
U.SeSeRe (adoptod before tho Russo=Gorman war) is completely for
defonso of tho UsS«S.Re oand thoir cvoluation of the relationsz botween
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Hitler and Stalin is identical with ours. Communications received
since the outbreak of the war against the U.S.S.R. confirm that the
organization is irreconcilably for defense of the U.S.S+R.

In the occupled zone, the organization consists of several
groups, the principal one being that of Parise The composition of
this groun is very different from that of the organization in the
unoccupied zone. The group has increased numerically with great
rapldity in the last few months, but it does seem that this was
achleved at the expense of quality: A large quantity of new ele-
ments, less stable, young, quite often students, has entered the
sroupe A tendency favoring the victory of England, -- as a means
of overthrowing the Nazis, =-- sprouted, and even succeeded, -~ in
May, =- in obtaining a majority within the group. We must not
forget that the political situation in Paris, where the oppressor
is immedlately present, is quite different from that in the un-
occupled zones A political clarification 1s now taking place in
order to establish the unity of the Paris group on the basis of the
prineiple of the Fourth International.

August 1, 1941
it it #

WHERE ARE WE?

Where are we? (Resolution on the international situation
presented by the Reglonal Committee of the Free Zone to the Sccond
Reglonal Conference held June 1 and 2nd of 1941).

!heprinted from the Monthly Bulletin of the Fourth Internetional
Free Zone), No 4, May 15, 1941

l. The present situation of the capitalist regime

The war 1is rovealing the essential internal contradictions of
capitallsm, namely, the growing disproportion between the produc-
tive forces and the market possibilities, a disproportion which
imposes the obligation on tho imporialists of looking for and con-
quering new marketse But territaries without industry are limited
in extent (almost all of Africa and Asia, and part of South America)
and the imperialists must contend with each othor for them neriodi-
cally, -- and this is armed conflicte The first World War d4id not
rosolve any of those fundamental problems of economic. equilibrium
in any way. Or more exactly, it was deccided, and then only in part,
only in favor of the Franco-Anglo=Saxon bloce The second World War,
tho incvitable product of tho Vorsailles "pecaco™ and forosoon by
the Marxists, cannot, any more than thc former onc, bring a lasting
or gonecral solution to this problom. :

(a) Fasclsm and oconomic autarchys Fascism, born of tho con-
ditions croated in the vanquished countries (Germeny) or in tho im-
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poverished relotives of the victors (Itely), has been vnable to find
a remedy for thils growing cconomlc diseese, in snpite of the fact
that it succsedecd tomnorarily in stifline the vis]lble signs of the
class struggles

Plannod coconomy has boen ablc to eronte an apparcnt upsurse in
ravitalisn (absorption of uncmnloyment, incroasc in production),
but in tho last analysis 1t only tends to prenaro wer, and by virtue
of this 1s moroly o war oconomy anticipated. Planning docs not onter
into any of tho verious systoms of plannud oconomv es a nrogrossive
fector, but as a proparation for tho mass dcstruction of tho oconomic
forcose

Tho fasolst stetc is not Indopondent of tho ruling class in a
canltalist occonomy. Tho purposc of cll restraints laid on liboral
cconomy is the safokooning of tho intorosts of the bourgcolsic as o
wholo and tho incroasc of 1its possibilitios of aogrcssion agninst
rival impericlism, '

Economlc autarchy hns 1ts source in the absonco of colonial
mrrkots and tho lack of raw mntorirls; thus it is the oxnrosgion of
tho opposition botwoen rich imporinlists cnd poor oncse But oconomic
autarchy (which, howsvor, is nevor intogrcl) is not sufficicnt to
‘dofinc froselsme Itoly was frsclst before being sclf-sustoininge
Spain ls fasclst ond 1t is not cven nrogresaineg toward o sclf=-sus-
toining cconomy. Tho ozanmple of this last country shows us vory woll
that fasclam con bo diroctod oxolusively crainst the working closs,
That i1t can bo an cxcollent instrumont of oxnonsilon ond of strugglo
agalnst rivel Imporialism, we do not doubt (thus Spain has olrocdy
formuleted hor "domrnds")e But it is above sll a war machino
dircctod aghinst the prolcterint,

The oxtorncl merkct of tho victor in this war will be mostly
colonial or somi~colonial countrios, in nood of liberatione. This
factor cnd tho progross of prolotarian oless consclousncss == theso
arc the two polltloul faotors which will provent the voluntary
rclaxation of tho fasclst grasp and the ovon partial rcoturn of foge
clsm to liborcl anarchy. '

. {(b) Dovolopment of the ware Tho gucstion is not for us to
ontor into strotcglonl considerations, but to cxomino the war bricf=
ly according to the formntion of the cepns cnd of their satcllites
on tho bosls of occonomic rivalricse | -

... (1) Gonorally spoaking it is tho countrics without colon=
ios whilch aro groupcd around the Axis bloce Thov have for satcllites
somo smnll statos of contral cnd castern Euronc, lergoly dopondont
‘on Gormon industrye’ The “riech" arc in tho Anglo-Amorican camn which
also_ingludod also Franko bofore hor defont. Tho first cemp calla
1tsolf "anti-capitalist" ahd 1s in reolity anti-Britishe The sceond
onc ¢olls 1tsclf "domocratic" and aims at nothing but dofonding its
colonial empirese - ' ,
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(2) The neutral countries, including the UeSeSeRe, or the
countries already crushed by one camp are obli~ed to choose: if they
don't thev are at the mercy of an armed invasion.

(3) The colonial or scmi=colonial countries, into which
the war is steadlily extending almnost all show movemonts of national
indevendence, bul at the same time translate the interests of one or
the other of the two great rival camns.

(4) The munition mekers' International, althoush less
visiblé than in 1914, reaps benefits from both sides. As for the
church, 1t can only continue placing its bets on both sidcs.

(5) The military result of the conflict is still in doubt,
in spite of the victories of the axis. The decisive vart is not
played vcte. The axis may achleve a victory ageinst England béefore
the United States becomes completely involved in the struggle. The
conflict between Germany (that is, Europe) and the U, S. would only
be postponed. What seems most likely to us is that in the next few
months the war will spread over the whole world and that we will have
to consider 1ts development on the lisht of the new attitude of
United Statos, of Japan, and of U«SeSeRe The capitalist world has
entered in a stage of permancnt and generalized war. Tt is digsing
its omm gravcee S

(6) To finish this short exposc let us ~ive an cconomical
dofinition of the American "pacifist" and isolationist. Thoy exnross
a minority tendency in the bourgcoisie, which thinks that the United
States can without losing too much "fall back" on the American con-
tinent and that there 1s more to loso than to win by fighting with
Gormany for European African and near-Bastern markcts. But lsolation-
i1sm becomes reticent when the question arises of the Asiastic markets
(Phillinines, China, Dutch Indies.)

(¢) The Situetion in Francc. We will not speak azain of the
so-callcd "defoatism" of tho Fronch bourgeoisie in the war which
has just becn finished. The betrayals, howovor numerous thev may
havo beon, cannot be confused with dofoatism. They vwore only the
logical consoquoncc of a manifest and crushing inforiority of tho
Freneh military machinc in comparison to the Gorman onoc. Howecver,
1f the French bourgoolsic has not "wanted" the defoat, it has known
how to usc it romarkably well a5 a point of dcnarturc for tho ligui-
dation of the democratic rcgimee

The totalitarian rcaction of Poctain, which is nothing but tho
transitory governmont of an occunicd country, cannot ovon follow the
tempo of the dcvelopmont of wars -Rosisting the invador a bit more
aftor the British succcss in Africa, the Vighy government, sinco
the Balkan cvonts, once again iicline strongly toward Germanye - Lot
us not forgoet, howover, that thc Fronch bourgcoisio is almost unani-
mous in wishing a British victorye In counting on a German victory,
it 1s only with bitterncss that it bows to tho nolicy of collabora-
tion, in order to savc what can bc saved. Even the only serious
fasclst~1likc party with somo kind of a basis, the narty of Ia Rosue,
is vro=Britishe.
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Doriot, who does not stop denouncing the Anglophilism of the
former 1s satisfied with being "Petainist" and understands very well
that the Deat-iaval clique, openly pro-Germen, has no echo whatso-
ever in tho country. Deat-laval are nothing bui careerist politi-
cianstdevoted to nazisms They could not politically survive a German
defeat.

The fascists in France, very divided, lack the necessary
mass basis. Moreover, the invader could not tolerate a fascist
government whose policy of "awakening" ocould only have a too oncn
form of rovenge.

2 sgglinism and the Subject;gp Conditions of the Revolution

() TheU.S.S.R. and the Imperialisms

(1) A serious analysis of Stalinite policlies necessarily
has as a point of departure the dlagnosis of tho social and politi-
cal motivations which deternino the line, including all the abrupt
shifts, of Russilan pnolicy during the last few years. The "Russian
enigme” conteins nothing enigmatic for the Marxist observer: the
Russo-German agreement, the diplomatic preludc to the second im-
perialist world war, was foreseon by the Fourth Internationale. Every-
thing "that was relevant in the summer of 1939 1s even more valuable
today, after the mllitary successos of the Axis,

, All the "ecurrent" explanations of Russian policy havé one
character in common: thoy remain on the surfaco of the problem,
Somo of thom~~—our own ranks have a few timid adheronts of this ton-
dency =- speak of a nco-~Russian imperialism, which they intorprot as
8 continuation of the treditional expansionism of Tsarisn, with a
fixod godl: tho Straits, Iran, and, by way of Finland, an outlct totho
Atlantlce In anothor vorsion therc 1s am oexplanation of = Stalin's
abandonment of internationalism by "pan-Slavism," that hoary spoctrc
of pro-war political romanticism; thirdly a large portion of the
bourgeois and potty-bourgeois politiclans are still looking for
Lenln's roevolutionary spirit in Stelin's manouvors, discovering
anemic parallecls betwecnh tho famous sealed train of 1917 eand Molo=-
tov'!s special train in 1940, botwoen tho Polish campaign of 1920 and
the ocoupation of Eastern Poland in Septomber, 1939, Finally, a
group of ex=communists considers the similarity of reprossive
mothods in Germany and Russia a proof of a structural idontity,
viows tho Russo~German agrooment as a dofinitive bloc and in this
way arrives at tho same conclusions as tho bourgeois ideologists
who takc seriously the noisy anti-capitalism of the Nazis,

All thoso thoorcticlans remain incapable of "unveiling"
the secrets of the politics of ware This is so eithor beccausc thoy
arc nursing the sterilec hope of sceing Stalin loap out onc day as a
"dous ox machina" to dissipate tho fascist nightmare, or bocausc
thoy hato this samo Stelin in whom they think they sce lonin's fol-
lowor and acoopt Hitlor as a dissipator of tho prolotarian night-
marec. Sinning by tho samo fault, all the predictions of those schools
have tho common fato of boling rapldly contradicted by the facts,
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On soveral occasions the "panelavists" have vroclaimod
the brcak up of the pact on the besis of cvents in tihe Ballkrns. Ac=
ccrdines to them Stalln must et all costa provent the donination of
Bulzaria and Yugoslavia by Germany. Ard, apart from panslavisn,
wecldnft Hitler's posscssion of the ncuth of the Danube bo a con=-
stent menace to the Crimca end thoe Baku wells?

As for the theorcticimrns of "Russlen imporialism,” thoy
nlso forcscc a break up daily, vestorday ubout Rwirhia, totay about
Turkeye Perhaps tomorrow it will be eboui Finlané sguin, bocausc
therc arc alroady Germcn soldiors in Finlande And thosc who con-
gider Stalin the lcador of the world rovclution exprcss the sanc

hOpO .

The inventors of tho "new burcaucratic systom," whoso two
protagonists would be nazism and Stalinism, think quitec differontly.
The basic unity betwoon thoso two systoms is somorthing historiecally
cstablishod for them: they arc littlc concornod with all those
little signs which alrcady allow o glimpsc of thc conflict being
generatcd betweon Russie and Germany. Whercas some sce too nwch,
the othors arc blind,

And the Stalinitos thomsclves? They coxplain nothing and
forosco nothing. Evorything donc by Stalin is woll donce And they
aro propering thomsolves to cclobratc as o great victory of tho
"Fathor of Pooples" tho dny Hitlor arrivos in Bagdad bocausc Stalin
moy have, once again, a narrow, or oven wide, strip of northern
Persia a3 compohsction.

(2) The present Russian policy is the consequence of all
the faults and betravals of the great organizer of defeats. But it
is also the result of a cold calculation, of a comparison of Rus-
sian and German war potentials. Stalin 1s not Daladier., He has a
greater lknowledge of political and military data. Opportunistic,
like all Stalinite policies, that of today is dictated primarily by
fear. The dahger of a German attack towards the East explains every-
thinge The "wise policy of peace" has acgrandized Russia with vast
territories, but at the same tine it has given Hitler a coumon
frontier of several hundreds of miles, open to the notorized
columns of the Fuhrer whenever he gives the order to attack. 1In
the Russo=German elliance there is.-- after what took place in the
Balkans it is indisputable =~ one strong and one weak partner. It
is Hitler who is dictating Stalin's policy today. And only imbeciles
can belleve that the Russo~Japenese agreenent is direoted against

Germanye

The only attempt on Stalin's part to influence recent
events was his pact of friendship with Yugoslavia. But this pact
was scarcely signed when Yugoslavia no longer existed. Everything
that followed was merely en effort to save faces The regentnent
Vishinsky expressed at the Hungarien Embassy after the occuvation
of & part of Yugoslavia by the Hungerian army has exactly the same
value as the pact with Yugoslavias. That is, none., -,
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And necessarily sol In every nailitarv realm the Gernansg
are superior to the Russians. Stalin's sole trumap is the factor of
space. It is the vast stretches of Russiai territorw which were
izrin's chief suvpert during the intervention. But "in extrenisg"
wenln was able to envisage o retreat bevond the Urals in order to
seve the revolution, in spite of fa.aine, in spite of the laclk of
arus, because he based hinself on the rellving of the peasants and
vhe enthusiasm of the LKussian workers, and the uid of the world
prcletariat. Today the conditions are difforent. Industrianlly
hussie 1s infinitelr stronger than in 1917-1922, and so is Germneny,
buy the peasants are dissatisfied, the workers arec opnréssed, the
European proletariat is beaten. Scarcit:r alone remmins,

Stalin's sole support is the bureaucracy. DBut in its’
neture thls is ready for treachery, the day the power is broken.
Once beaten at Moscow no rctroat beyond the Urals will be vossible;
-tho Bonavartist regine cannot survive nilitar: defesnts,

Stalin-is ineapable of conducting a rovolutionary var,
This seemns to us the esscntial lesson of the Finnish ware Vo wite-
nesszd, not tho internal nilitar:y docomposition of Finland, but
the unity of the Finnish peoplec against the "invader." Wo saw a
Rucsien arny, valiant to be sure, but without a trace of the spirit
that inspired the red aray of the horoic epoch. Stalin knows all
of this. And this is the causc of all the warvrardness and conccs-
sions which charactorizod the last congress of the Russian nartre

(3) The Soviot Union is cnterins tho rost critienl nhase
of 1ts existenccs Scventoen years of tho Stalinitc rogirnc have pre-
varcd a situation in which tho ixpcrialist cncirclerient is corpleto,
the world proletarint disoricnted, the revolutionary party liguidated,
ond tho intornal forces comproniscde It is not mercly the Ukraine,
the oll, tho imrensc area for oxploitation which arc pushing Gorman
imperialisn into an attack on Russia at the right nomente In spite
of Stalin and his conquosts, tho UsSeS«Rs rencins an cnti-izperiale
1st country, closcd to ponctration by forcign capitel; it represcnts
the survival, in a distortod ond caricaturod form, of the Cctobor
Rovolutione It is both inpossible and wnnccossary to spceifr the
mcnent of attacke Everything depends on internationdl dcvelonnontse
A Jopancsc-Amorican conflict night prolong the delay, but tho
initietive will come fron the Gernan side, to the cxtont that the
Nazi aray remnins intecte Hitler will fix the dow for breaking uo
an agrocmnont thot has perforncd its functione And thet dor will
also brinz tho rupturc of thc Russo-Japancsc agrconcnte

In §hosc circwastanccs the responsibilit— of the vanguard
bceoros cnorxouse Tho Bonapartist regiqc has soriously compromiscd
the prostige of tho UeS.8.R., and the practical liguidation of the
Conintorn doprives the Union of its solc faithful 2lly: the world
prolotariate Tho workers arc boginning to losc intorcst in the fate
of Sovict Russla, and cven demonstrote o cerbain cnnity towards ite
This dengor is not counter-balanccd by the troetabilitr of tho
Stalinitos, whosc devotion rests on o lic: the lic of a strong and
a soclalist statcs This fiction, which the advancc of thc Gerran
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army will uhveil one day, will have as an inevitable consequence the
total paralysis of those forces which at present are still pro=
Sialin, and an inconceivable confusion will seize hold of what re-
malas of the C.P. '

The only ones capable of action will be those who are de-
fending in the Soviet Union not a bloodsteined regime oorrupnted to
the marrow, but the state born of the proletarian revolution, and
the survivals of this revolution. The irreconcilable enemies of
Stalin and of his bureaucracy will be the onlv sure defenders of
the UeSeSeRe Nothing would be more short-sighted on our nart than
a sort of satisfaction at the proclamation of a military defeat of
the Us3eSeHe A German victory would mean the restoretion of capl-
talism in Russia =~ and let us repeat it: fascism is nothing but
the terrorlst dictatorship of finance ocapital -- and everything
would have to be begun over again.

(b) The Working Class Movement.

(1) The collapse of the working olass movement at the be-
ginning of the first World War astounded even revolutioneries as ex-
perlenced as the Russian Bolshevilzse This time we have the theoreti-
cal edvantage of not rocking ourselves to sleep with anv illusions
concerning the great workers' parties. The treachery of the Second
International has been complete since 1914. Very much alive as huge
electoral and bureaucratic machines, always maintained by e strong
section of the proletarieat, the socilal~democratic parties were dead
as sociallist workers' partiese. In the democratic countries they
weré all bound up intimately with the bourgeoisie, entered the ..
Sacred Alliance (Union Sacroo) the samo day war was doclared, and,
as in England, played a préponderant role in the political organiza~
tions In smail neutral countries thoy were found, together with
their bourgeolsie, in the camp of & pacifism devoid of perspooctive,
ané in its consequencos pro-German, as was every nacifism in that
ware And at tho moment of capitulation boforoe Germsn fascism thoy
presented themselves, still togothor with theilr bourgeoisie, as the
best "collaborationistse" The Staunings in Denmark, the De Mans in
Bolgium and the Paul Faures in France aro morely the consistont
lecaders of governmental social=domocracye

Of a differont charactor, but nonc thc less definitive,
is the bankruptcy of thc Communist Internationale Instrumonts of
Russian foreign policy more than over, tho Stalinites passod abruptly
from anti-fascist patriotism and jacobinite war-mongering over to
pseudo-rcvolutionary pacifisme Aftor having roplaced the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in their programs with democratic govornmonts
(new stylo), thoy cxchangod the slogan of “Yeivil war" for that of
"immediate poacc," The Peoplcts Front was inventod in an attempt %o
appease the bourgecois democracics in tho weste Stalinito pacifism
is only the continuetion of tho Russo-Gorman agrcomont in the roalm
of 'tho workors! movomonts Hitlor is the onc served by poesco offors
in his war policicse And the procisc meanins of a Hitloritc poace

& >

bocomos cloar in a country "pacifiocd" by thc Nazise

[
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The ccntrist groups end partios worc ncver capablo of go-
ing against tho curront in any bclligoront country, of rosisting
the nationalist pressurc of tho bourgooisic as oxpresscd by anti-
fascism, Angldéphilia, otce, or thc pocifist prossuro of the potty
bourgooisic. Tholir orgenizations worée disporsed far boforo pelice
roprossion had the time to bronk thome An extonsive chaptor of the
vanguard's rocont history is closcds Oriontation towards the ocon-
trist groups hns shown itscif to bo o Tactical orror,

(c) Franco.

The Froneh Ce.Pe was clcarly anti-British during the first
months of the ware. Aftor tho Frcnoh dofoat this attitudo ocven os=-
sumcd o pro-=Gorman charcctors It was impossible to plck out o
singlo attack agninst the occupying authoritlcs in tho 1llogal
Stalinitc oresse. For somc months now the offlcial slogan is:
UNcither for Englond nor for Gormonve! With this slogon the CaPe
glvos {tsclf an appcaranco of indovcndence fagain as compared to
antagonist bloes.

Novertholess tho Fronch CePe romnins an incontostablo
power, with control of offoctive mcans in 1llogality and of militonts
vhosc activity is only oquallod by thoir blindnoss. Its propaganda,
rovolving around anti-~Potninism, docs no moro than counscl tho
bourgoolsic on cconomic reforms to put into offcct (liborty of com-
morce botwoon zohcs and dopartments, rcduction of profits for intor-
modiarios, otce s+ o ), formlatc o fow domands and rosume thoe hoary
torminology of thc Pooplo's Front (Cogoulards, 200 familics, otce)
Howover, the Anglophile snirit of the masscs is also rcfloctod in tho
CePs

Fronch socinl-domoercoy has disanpcarcd as a partys. A
fow porsonalitics romaine Blum's tondcncy 1s confuscd with Gaullisme.
The Spinasso=-Poul Faurc tcam ("L'Effort") marks the open passage
into the bourgcols campe

_ "As for thc PeS3¢0.¢Pe pooplo; thoir principal tosk scoms to
be flighte But we hove no doubt that a fow individuals among thom
mny bo intogratcd with tho vonguarde

3. Tho Situation in thec Vanguard

Tho Fourth Intornotional rcsts fundamentally on thosc rearo
militonts who havo not forgotton tho besic principlos of Merxisn
who have not boon torrifiod by rcpression, and whom tho shipwrocﬁ of
the workers! partics has not convinced of o shipwrock of Marxlsm it-
solf. Accordingly, it ncods ¢ firm thoorctic basc, the sole

srantoc of ¢ stablo. rovolutionary rogrouping, ahé a sorious and
disciplincd notivity from oach onc of 1ts membors. Evcen In our
panks therc aro some who think that tho Fourth Internctlonol has not
mot the tost of the preoscnt war and that it would be uscful to dis=-
cuss the rocognition of its ovontual foilurce Wo do not think so.
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In spite of shameful deviations and some spectacular betravals the
ma jority of the comrades in the parties officiallv based on the
Fourth International have regrouped themselves and are carryving on
the struggle on the unchanged foundations of the Bolshevik-ILeninist
progranms

We have not stopped and we shall not stop denouncing the
traitors in our ranks, expelling our shoddy material and vigorously
fighting revisionist attempts.

(a) The more or less fascizing, @ermanophile, and governmental
tendency of the renegade Rous has been studied and ligquidated from
the moment of its inception by our Parisian comrades. It is &
betreyel pure and simple., Under the guise of "assimilating" fascism,
an ineviteble stage in capltallism, the Rous group has no other ob-
ject than to be assimilated by fascisme

(b) The tendency referred to as "Anglophile" is something else.
It is very dangerous for us, because it may lead its activities
even within our own organization. The Anglophiles do not repudiate
the principle of the class struggle, but in certain cases demand
that it be shelved, This was the noint of departure., We shall not
go back to the analysis of the causes of these deviations: if the
occupation plays its part in it, thé largest part goes back in &ny
case to our organizational weeknesse.

As far as we can judge by the meager documentation received
from our comrades in Paris, the political nositlon of the latter
has keot on deteriorating, from the famous Message to the English
workers" down to Nose. 7 and 8 of the Parisian "Verite." These last
are politically infamous. From Noes 9 on the tone changes, with en
abruptness we cannot explain very well just now but which reassures
us somewhat eanyhowe The Anglonhilia is disappearing. Does this
mean that the anglophlle tendency no longer exists in our Parisian
region?

As a whole the political line brema:lns very hesitant.

In any case we may observe that the Anglophile tendency is not
one == bv no means ~- and that among them the gamut runs from those
for whom "our" colonial empire is almost sacrosanct to those for
whom tho strike movement in the UeS. is something ecstatice But let
us also recall for the sake of anyv philistines outside that the
Anglophile tendency in the unoccupled zone constitutes an infinites-
imal minority in our ranks, e minority whose effective forccs arc
steadily diminishinge

The wave of strikes in the UeSe. disintegrated the rovisionist
core somowhet. Somec of thom, the ma jority, wore embarressed, roti-
cent, and would have liked to avoid the subject, perhaps by elimina-
ting ite The others, who are sportsmen, attacked it directly, and °
these themselves have split up into two groups: those who quibbled:

"these are political strikes run by the Stalinites, polsonod by Nazi



provocateurs. We must analyzc thom carcfully, in tho best of cases,
and only support thom with the sroatest caution." And then there
were those who sew in tho strikes tho only prolotarien opnosition %o
war for yoars, :

" With rospect to our orthodoxy, whieh thoy called rigid, scctar-
ian, and impotont, tho "Anglophilos" triod to makc thoir poliley ap-
peer "roalistic." But as forcscen, thosc arc tho poople with the
foldod arms. Evoery proletarian uphoaval finds them impotent, in
ncod of oexplenations end slogans., Ono may ask under thesc condl-
tions what contont ean rost in the title of "vanguard" thov still
claim to bo adorncd bye The evonts of the latcat months have
crcatod ono impasse for tho Anglophiles: what is to be thought of
the insurroctionary Ireql movomont with a netionalist charactor?

But novortholcas thoso comredos worc for the sunport of "Grock indo-
nondonce" to the 1limit,

1ot us rosume: tho "Anglophilcs" deny the very foundations of
Marxismy and ropudiatc tho ossontial clomonts of Ieninisme Tho
party ~- and tho Fourth -- must idoologlically liquidate such a
deviatione This is what tho slow and pationt work of clarification
of tho last fow months has lod tos

L7 A N |
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From a lettor from India, doted March, 1941:

I should 1likc to say that I am now -- as before -~ 100% in sup-
port of your policy end idoas. Tho poliey of Mossrs. Burnham,
Shachtman, Sherman Stanloy and Aborn 1s obviously wrong on cach of
tho dispufod 1ssuoss « o ~ Stanloy's idons of tho businoss in Eho
Tndian ompirc, and cspccially about Coylon, have to be thoroughly
serutinizede Tho opinions ho cnunciated horo worc fundamentelly
wrong. Ncither tho aristocratic plantors of Coylon, nor the stock-
brokors of Calcutta arc suitable reoprosontetives for our busincss
in India. ' '

(Editor's notc: Shorman Stanlov made a trip to India sometimo oo
and thc writor of this lottor had thce opportunity to spcak with him
dircotly). .

EEEE

CHILE

. Wo reproducc below o soction of a rcport on thoe unifiecation con~
gross of tho PeO.Re ond tho PeOsI., which took placc in tho middle

of Juncs Tho continuation of tho roport and the documents adopted

ot tho congross will bo publishod in tho noxt issuo of the Interna-
tional Bullotine The roport roproduced below was scnt to us by T
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Phclan, o momber of the S.WePs who tronsmittcd to the conarcss the
grcetings from the I.E.C.

On Junc 15; inaugurosl scssion. Ononins apcoch by chairman of
unificotion ncgotiction committee, Ma» of the P.OR., choirien of the
neeting, rapidly skctched unity nogotintions. 8., speaking in nome
of the P.0.1., snoke with brevity, lcavinz nrincapal specch to the
P.O.R. mejoraty lcoader, stressing immcnsc imporsconce of succcssful
conclusion of wunity by congresses The next snceaker was the lcader
of the Nortlhcern Chllean loft winsz of tlhio Portide socinliste de
trobaicdores (left-roformist split-olff from the Chilean Sociclist
Portwv, now in crisis, left-wins tonding tovard us, right wing pull=-
ing for rc-cntry into tle S,P.) Arriving just ot momecnt of congress
oncuinr, he broucht o declaretion from londers of threc PeSeTs
branches in mining Nortl, broecking wish the P.S.T. and apnlying for
membersihip in the new P.0-Re He spolic woll, rcccived an ovation.
Main spccch was then mrde by H., scorctary of the P.O.Re A syntho-
gls of thc P.0«Re courrcss rosoiutions snd o ranid swvey of the
situction and perspoctives, 1t was politically sound, well=docu~
mentod, offcctively deliverod nnd very well rcecoivede Your delo-
gnte completecd thoe program of spockers with the spcoch of grcotings.

On Junc 14, sccond sossion. Aftcr discussion oh tho questlon
of undcer what hcadings to discuss certoln subjeets, aponda wes drawn
up as follows:

1. Intornational pollticel rcsolution

2. Nationnl nolitieal thesis

3s Tradc-union rcsolution

4. Program of cectlon

5 Procss

6« Party organizationt: ncw constltution and financcs
7« DIlcction of a new joint oxceutive committoc

The discussion on the intornational political rcsolution wes
bricf. 8cveral spoakers oxprosscd the scntiments of tho unanimity
of the declegates that tho programmatic intornational documonts of
the Fourtl Intornntional had rctoinced complote validity end timeli-
ness, cnd that the Chilecan scetion wes in complete agrcoment with
thom, with ncither chonges nor additions to suggeste A motlon wes
aade ond ecrricd unanimously that o comnission of throe draft o bricf
strong reeffirmantion of the brsic intornatlonal documents of tho
Pourth Intcrnotionals A suggestion was offorcd thet, in viow of the
threatoning tension reportcd in the bourgools prcss betweon Gormany
and thoe Sovict Union, 1t would bc advisablc, in addition to o gonoral
recaffirmation of tho basic documcnts, to cdd o bricf but spocific and
forecful rcaffirmetion of our positlon of unconditional dcefenso of
the Sovioct Unione This suggestion, prosonted as o motion, was unani-
mously cdopted. Tho International rosolution, drawn.up by the com-
mittoo, was prosonted to the congross at tho oponing of the Sunday
sossion and wnanimously cdoptede

On tho national politlcal thosis, & draft vorsion was proécntod,
writton by He and officinlly prcscntcd by the P.OeRe This wos thoe
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Gdocuncnt which crouscd tho greatcst discussion, the neriod of dis-
ctesion extending oll through the Saturday cnd well into the Sundey
ansaione It wos decided to subdivide the dlscussion inte four mnin
honds: (1) cconomic cnalysis, (2) cconomic perspeetives, (S5) role of
the Chilean nolitical portics, (4) rolec and prosram of nctivity of
the Pe.OsRe

Aftor somo discussion of the accuracy of the thesists rcforcncce
to a beaginning boom in the nitratc and copper industrics ccuscd by
war orders, the disemssion, agreccing to the fact, noved to the noli-
tical offccts nmrodictable thercon, o smrll minority contending that
cuch o situntion would normit a momentary pocification in the cconon-
12 class struggle in, ot loast, thosc roegionss The gencral con-
clusion of thc thosis wes, howover, sustulncde On the thosis's
doserintion of the tcndcney of Chile to beecome o Yenkce "protcetor-
e.5c," thore was somo crgument over the Chilean bourgeoisicts prescnt
gharp division in inteornotional oricntation and a tendency to balance
botween the two imperialist compse This voint, howover, was only
1ightly trecated at this stoage of the discussion, but formed the sub-
jcect of a full-dress  dcbate on the wholo questilon of national
liboration and the degrec to whieh tho netional bourgeolsic could
pioy o scmi-indevendent role, during the Sunday scssione Thecrc wms
considerable discussion on the thosis's rcfercnce to €he blockade-
caused stimulotion of light ond conversion industricse The fact it-
sclf wos gquecstioned by a few speakers; but statistlices quotod fron
the governmen’'!s annual rovort on Chillcan cconomy by He scttled the
noints Other sncakers then discussed, but inconclusively, the antie-
inperielist naturc of further dcvelopriont of the cxchange of indus-
triel products among thc scmi-colonial countrios of South Ancrico,
3omc rathor startling statistics worce adduccd conccrning the growth
of such trado: but no onc went so far as to suggest that its spocific
grovity wos deterainant within the whole cconomy, or thot it wos a
acrious throat to Yankco imncrimlisme The thesis'!s rcfercnce to thoe
sttificotion of now industrial cntorpriso and industrinl financc,
in closc conjunction with Yankc¢ locns to tho government, olso rave
risc to considorablc discussions The foct itsclf, doubted, wos
ngain dcmonstrated by He and others fron stotisticse Othor cxplona-
tions of thc significancc of this dovclopuont worc suggested, but
the mnjority apnroved the cxplanation of the thesise

The discussion, which up to this point, had been principally
informotive and oducctional in noturc, turncd polenic with question
of the rolo of the political pertics, ospcclally that of the radi-
calse Midway in the discussion it was moved and voted that the
thosis, whethor or not corrcct it goneral, was inadcquatc ond insuf-
ficiontly spocific on this point, and its author was instruected to
dovclop it in detail in accordance with the subscquent discussion,
with greater attontion to the pertics not treatod in the original
thesise A surprisingly long tinc wes spent by tho majority spcakers
in answoring o declogatc who drow o long and intorcsting parallcl
botwoon the dcveloonent of Mussolini and his wing of thoe Italian
socinlists and thce dovclopmont of the Chilcan soclalist lcadcrs and
party, and wishod to have the thesis rocord that it wos fron this
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guarter, ratler then from the present fasclist groups that the fascist
denger in Chile would come. His points, though in the opinion of
this observer and the congress majority false, were interesting,
principally because of the tendency of the Chilean socialist party
to insist in its present propagande on "directed democracy" and cer-
tain proposals suggestive of corporatism.

The discussion on the situation within the radical party was
narticularly long and detailed. All the points in the thesis were
questioned and examined. In general, the thesis's definitions and
oredictions were approved; but the writer of the thesis was instruc-
ted to clarify and amnlify. Equnlly questioned and examined 1n
dotail wes the thesis'!s prediction of a right swing in the govern-
ment and an increase in exploitation and repression, a heterogeneous
minoritv holding in various degrees that the stimulation of the
mineral export industries by the war would sufficlently offset the
erisis in agropocuarystoxports to permlt for still considerable time
o period of democrecy and of relative calm in the field of oconomic
struzglee No definite motion or counter-proposal to the thesis's
predictions on this point was modo, the argumentation bcing incon-
clusivc. Your delogatc gathored the goneral imprcssion that the
reviscd thesis would toke the argument into cccount, and bo less
catogoric, while not abandoning tho mnin position. At this point,
vory late in the Saturday night scssion, the discussion of thc nast
roles of the political partics rcoached the question of the PeOsle
ond the PsO.Re themselvose He announced that ho hnd a sub-rcsolution
to prescnt on this subjecte It hoing cvident that the discussion
would bec too lengthy to complete that nizht, the congrcss adjournod
wtil Sundey at 9 Addie :
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