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MANIFESTO OF ‘THE FOURTH INTERNATIOWAL ON" FRANCE

‘ . The Fourth International world party of socialist revolution

- . addressed itself to the workera last May with a Manifesto in which

. 1t explained the causes of the war and indicated the tasks facing
the working class in this. catastlophe.

. . Sinoe then the military fall of Prance has accurred and the
French bourgeoisie has abandoned the camp of the,"democracies™ to
collaborate with Hitler in the "recongtruction”" & Europe, In
the face of these events, the Pourth International can say with

. confidence that the facts have confirmed its anslysis of the pre-
- 8ent capitalist war, have justified its criticism of the traitor-
- ous. leaders of -the working class, have =iven a new forgce to our
program of socialiat revoluxion.

The Causes of tbe Ereg oh Defeat

The military downfall of France is not a "teohnical" acecident,
but the clearest expression of the atrophy of bourgeois democracy
in Prance. The whole strategy of the French general staff con-

: ?isted of passivity and waiting, Its plan of war was to gain time
in reality, to lose it); reclining blindly confident behind the
Maginot line, the gigantic extension of ‘the 191441918 trenah system‘

. On the diplomntic field the policy of waiting and of retreat
.oulminated in the inability of France to draw into its orbit and
prepare a common system of defense with 1little Belgium, her nlly
in the Pirst World War,

After the, defeat, the world lsarned about the internal

struggles ‘within the French government, expecially between Daladier
’ eynaud -- a very clear symptom of the decline of democracy,
powerless ‘evon' 'to produce o now Clemenoeau and parnlyzed by - -
Byzantine querrels.,, _

The conduct of the French bourgooisio ond 1ts goneral staff

. aftor tho Gormans broke through at Soden confirms to the hilt our
anolysis, in our Manifoesto in May, when wo doclared: "The bourgcooi-
-gio.novor dofonds tho fatherlond for tho snko of tho fathorlangd.
Thoy dofond privato proporty, privileges, profits, Whonaver thoso
gacred voluos are throatonod, tho bourgeoisio immodiately takos to
‘tho road of dofontism. . . In order to savo thoir copivsl, the
Sponish bourgooisio turnod to Mussolini anmd Hitlor for mxlitary
‘aid cgeingt thoir own pooplo. The Norwogian bourgooisio-sidod .
Hitlor's invasion of Norwcy. Thus it wes ond 2lweys will bo."

Aftor tho- Gormen brock-through in tho North, tho mdlitory
situction wes by no moons hopoloss, had tho Praonch bourgooisioc cnd
ite gonornl stnff boon willing to mobilizo cll tho rosourcos of -

- tho country. But tho gonorcl stoff ond tho bourgooisio folt, cs
Gonornl Woygand oxplicitly srid, thet such o situction would "ba
liko thet of Russio in 1917, "I t. must not como. to thet,” scid
Woygends Rethor then loovo opon tho possibility of tho ’Pronch
proloteriet coming to powor and conducting « rovolutionory wer
rgeinst Hitlor, tho Proneh ruling cless proforrod to ggn;wg;Jigwig
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The curve of Fremch impericlism hos been steadily declining
since the "victory" of 1918, Its status im Burope cnd in the world
ag & result of the Versnilles Trecty was extremely disproportionate
to i¥s real economic strength. It could provide its politiccl ves-
scls ih Europe (the 1littie fntenta the DBnlkan states) with finon-
cial 2id but wes incepobhle -of weking thom customers for hgr industry,
which could not compete successfully with Germony, Englond or the
United States. The hcmdling of the tremendcus French colonicl em-
rire was ©lso beyond the power of the industrinl apporotus of the
metrdpolis. . The French bourgeoisie submitied the colonies to on
“exploitotion thot wes ferccious but yet netted relatively little,
for it wes extremely bockword in its economic methods.

A}

Before the wor of 1914- 1918, the development of French ccpital-
ism wos merkedly boackwerd compﬂred to that of Germony ond Englond,
not to speck of the ‘United Stotes. The militory victory of 1918
could not infuse new life into this relatively bockwzord economy dbut,
on the conirery, engondered mony illusions ~nd grnve the impression
of strength where there wcs only stognation cnd decline,

Those Respon51ble for the Poscist Advance

The street fighting vnd ‘domonstrotions of Februhry, 1954, sig-
.nolized the npproach of a revolutionnry crisis, the polerizction of
the country 1nto two opposed ccmps -- Fescist cnd revolutionary.
The decomposition of bourgeois democracy wos only the fruit of the
deetine of the FPrench empire, “ccaleraiad.hy the grent cco-
nomic crisis., This decay of bourgcois democrecy wes oxproessed in
the rout of its traditionel party, the Radieal Sociclist Party. In
June, 1936, the Mronch prolestsriet occupicd the foctories, thus
plecing tho country upon the threshold of r revolutionary situation.
. The socinlist rovolution thon loomed o8 the only possiblo rocd by
-which- tho country could& voms out off its wwbroplys  But thoe movoment
of the Fronch workors wns strrngled by the ﬂppﬂr.tus of its own or=-
grnizctions., The troacherous lendors (Jouhaux; Blum, Thores) did
ell thoy could to koop tho workers chainod to tho chrriot of docoay-

ing porlicmontery dcmocrncy, in the nrmo of the dofonse of tho "frth-
orlcnd" rmd of "democtrooy™. .

Tho prolotirinn revolution in Frrnce would ‘hove oponed o Www
futuro for tho country. A Sovict Fronco would hrove immedicn tely
shokon tho Pasocist regime, ond changed the freo of Europc, Tho &c-

. fonse of the "fathcrlaond" by the londors of tho workorsg! pertics
porolyzod the workers in the strugglo for thoir cmencipation, but
it could not provent thoe triumph of Hitlor. The dofense of bourgeoi:
"domocracy" provonto& $hc crention of prolutorinn Soviot dcmoerncy,
but could not prcvent tho cpponrnnecc of thc Bonapartist dictﬂtorship
- of Potcin. Tho hollow "onti-Frscism" of the Popular Front thus '

stiflod tho prolctaricn rcvolution and lod to tho triumph af Frsciam
throughout Europc.

If tho pooplos of Europo hcve hod to ontor . now sl4g£htor if
_Fcooism is pushing its woy through the continont, tho diroct rospon-
. sibility frlls upon tho . 1orﬂorahip-of'hho e%f%eiel ergﬁaiﬁfﬁﬁﬂnnrfﬂF
- :the- pnoloxhriai* tha Sﬂﬂiﬂliat,zuzxy, Qnmmnnisﬁ the C.G.T-



. (General Confederation of Labor)., The Fourth International must ex-
rlain patiently to the workers the lessons of the last years in the’
light of recent events, unmagk the treacherous role of - both.the -
Socialist and Stalini=t les@iers and win the preleariat to Bolshavipm: -

The Petain Governmeht
- At the time of the fascist insurrection of February 6, 1934,
those champions of democracy, Daladier and his friends, found nothing
else in their arsenal but flight, In their place there emerged the
government of-the decrepit Doumergue, ready to replacs the parlismen-
tary mechanism by the police and the army. - . . - .. - - . )

_ After ine military downfall of last May these valiant defenders
of* democracy, including Daladier himself, hastened. to run like rats.
into Spain or te—Moroeco, without ideas, without perspectives, with-
out & program, The,swift‘invasion.oizthalGermpn troops had shattered
the administrative systems ‘The‘only“group“rapsesenting a certcin re-
lative solidity were the top ranks of the armys Around them rallied
some Anglophobe politicions, This combination wag crowned by the
octogenaricn Petain. The new Bonapartes did not even use cannon
~&geinst perliament, which decided on its awn hook to disappecr.,

- . The German army occupied nll that part of France.which retcined
some militory ond cconomic impor tence, Hitler then hoped to. mnke o
quick end to Englend. He left to Petoin the core of millions of re-
‘fugees. A French notional govermment, provided it was docilo, could
decrecnsc the problems of the invasion. Pinolly, its oxistonco could
provent the immgdinto possingef tho fleet In %ﬁe-colonios into tho
Inglish cemp. The Petoin-Loval crow “lent itself to docilc sorvico in
this mrpouver. ' T e T T ,

The wor nims of France hed. boen the liboration of Czecchoslovckic,
the dofonse of Polend, tho destruction of Nozism and the reosteblish=
mont of & "froo" Rurope. .It wes in tho nams: of fhosce demoerntic and
“Humend terian undertekings. that the bourgeoisie (nided by its cgonts
in tho workcrs! comp) drogged the Freneh workers ond poosconts into
the ficlds of bottle, Aftor tho dofont, tho bourgooisio suddonly con-
cluded thot it wes not warth the trouble to fight for domoerccy, thot
domocracy wrs dying throughout tho,entire world. Laovel concluded -
on cgrooment with Hitler to participate in the "reconstruction™ of ~
Europo. -And, cs Hitler wexld not ropulso -the e who foll flat on their
bellies before him, & spokegman of tho Fronch bourgooisic spoke of his_
"inconteésteble gromdour,” Yestorday tho Fronch bourgooigie wantod:to
free Czochoslovokia, todey it doos not wish even to free “itsclf, It
lecps into tho comp of its "horoditcry onomy" nnd is proprring to cid
1% cgringt its ally of yosterdeys Prom ono dcy t0 tho next tho '"nrt-
ionnl" becomes "anti-nctionnl" rmd visteversa. ' ‘

.. Horc is « gront lcsson for tho workars of Frrnoo ond tho wholc -
worlds Tho bourgooisio (end its cgonmts in the workors' ermp) ovory-
whero cnd rlweys curbs the strugglo of tho proloterint for its omenoi..
.petion in tho nomo of "mntionnl™ intorests, I% porsocutos rovolution -
rrios for "thoir dofoatism end donounces thom 8. 8gonta of tho-onbmy. -



The experience of France shows once more that “national" considera~ .
tions serve only to mask the interests of the- bourgeoisie whichis—
always ready to change sides when it is a question of preserving its

~privilegeg. Let the workers learn a lesson that the bourgeoisie has
once again demonstratedl

Tho Hitlerian "paace™

Hitler has not as yot succeedod in invading England. Tho air
forco can decide nothing without an advance of armics to occupy tor-
ritories, But that is not so simplo.” The war continucs and can bo
protrected, Iike a widening spiral, it sproads from continent to con-
tinont and tomorrow it will -have oncircled tho oerth. The armistice
of Rethondos or thae "pcace" of Potain-Hitlor will not protect France
trom the military vicissitudes of tho continuing war.

ILaval hopes that England will soon be crushed and hc alroady sces
the Fronch Hourgeoisio collaborating with Hitlor in tho "raoconstruction
“of Buropo. Even in the casc of & Gorman vioctory, howcver; it is doubt-
ful thet Hitlor can “"rotonstruct" much in Europc and it is still morc
aoubtful whother Franco can take a groat part in this task. Gocbbels
recently doclarcd to tho mombors of th¢ Hitler youth that aftor tho
victory they will romembor war as tho *"goldon time." We can beliove
‘himy Bofore tho war, Buropcan cconomy had, sincc tho groat crisis of
1929, lost all its cquilibrium and could find & cortain easing of its
afflictions enly in tromomdous &Tmamont produstion, After the war, ,
all the disproportions of a discascd cconomy will burst into full viow.
not to spook of national and social struggles. Horo is. what tho "or-s

gunization of Burqpe" .by Hitlor in collaboraotion with Laval holds out:
worso times than tho warl

"Pho Robirth of Domoorgey"

: Tho strugglo for democracy under thoe flog of England (and tho
Unitod Statos? will not load to & noticoably diffcront situation,
Gonorel Do Gaullo strugglos ogeinst "slavery™ at tho hoad of colonial
govornors, thaot is to say, of slave mostors. .In his appcals, this.
"leador" uacs, just like Pcteln, tho royal "wc." Thc dofonso of
domocrncy is in good hands! If Englend should install Do Goullc in
Fronco tomorrow, his rogime would not in tho-loast o distinguishod
from thet of tho Boneptrtist govormmont of Potoin.

Churchill rccontly rofuscd to disouss the rogimo of Turopo cftor
o British victory, He hcs, in effect, nothing to proposes Tho impor-
inlist solution imposcd in 1919 lod to o now ecctostropho twonty yoors
lr.ter., Noithcer Hitlox mor Churchill crn regenorcte copitclism, The .
_ wholo' systcm is in a blind cllcy. . ,

Tho Cless Struggio Continuos

" Hitlor hes roducod Europo to r vest concontrotion ccmp of nations.

) or thgﬁﬂﬂl§¥59§'glléﬂgmﬂéaQEM&]HxH¥4k93£W£dfh#;ﬂﬁﬁ#ﬂ'
for thg unity of cll non-Gormans undor tho Nozi boot, But history ist
surc gunrantec thot thorc hes mevor boon nationol oppression without
nctionnl strugglos. ' :
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The big Fronch bourgooisioc hag alrcady succcodod in arriving at
an understanding with Hitlor, MNetional rcsistance is concentrated in
the pooror scctions of the population, tho arben potty-bourgcoisie,
the peasants, tho workers. But.it is the latter which give tho most

~rosolute character to tho strugglc and will know Jiow to. conncet it
© with tho strugglc against Fronch capitalism and ﬁho Petain govornment.

, .. The workors begin their national and class tabks with little dan-

- ger from Fronch fascism. The Petain government, far Rrom being the
fagecist regimoe. which panic-stricken dcmoerats labol it has no mss
basoe undornoath it, fascist or othorwisc. Tho fascist o gonizations
can have no sorious porspoetives-of toking ovor tho govornment with
any. support, In tho oyes of thc messes, ineluding the petty-bourgeois-
ic,the Fronch fasc¢ists cannot but appoar as agonts or fricnds of the
victorious.onomy. Thus ncither Hitler nor Potain find o securc foun-
dation in Fronch socioty. It is notoworthy to add that the same
phonomenon hag ocettrod in Norway, Holland and Bolgium, tho othor coun-
trios . whorc tho Nozis have instelled friemdly governments, An atmoss
phero of universal hostility weighs down upon the Nozi victor dnd his
collaborztors, sorving to domoralizc thom whilc it ceroates o favorablo -
atmosphorc for aorousing the mosscs to strugglo,

With wintor, the blockadec, and the wer in the liedditerrancon, food -
has bocome ond W{11~bocomo morc and morc scarcce, Tho burdcn woighs
morc heavily on. the- ¢ities thon on tho countryside, moro hoavily on
" .tho poor then .on the rich. Thot mocna that tho worst sufforers cro
tho industrigl workcrs and the lowost scctions of the urbcn petty-
bourgooisic. " Thc governmént hes no solution to offev other thoan bur-
couceratic control of food distribution., But tho rich clways rind
moens of oscoping administrative control., Instocd of govornmontel
regulation, therc should bo substituted control by the pooplc them-
gclvos. Each town, oach soction of the city, ought to hove itd food
control committec which ¢on control pricos ~nd will supervisc the ol-
lotment. The state functioncrios arc clwoys poworloss in the strugglo
~ogeinst profiteors and spcculators ond ore often, indocd, their: cc-
compliccss Only control by tho pcople can put. on cnd to thosc who ~re
rocdy to starve the people in order to keep up profits.

. For tho workors, ospociclly in thoqgccupiod territory, thc ccono-
mic disorgonigation tokos tho form of unomployment., It splits tho °
-ronks of thce workers ond crodcs thoir cless soliderity, Agcinstithis
postilonco tho Bolshovik-Loninists proposc-the sliding scclo of hours
of work. Tho cveileblo work "should Lo divided betwoen 21l -tho workors
in tho frotoriocs, with o minimum s~lary. - -

Tho cost of living will risc morc ond morc., Tomorrow inflotion

on erisc. Horo £lso it is tho workcrs who will rccoivo tho hrrdost

~blows. Their struggle for woge inerecescs will bé uscloss if thoy do
not obtein the rising scclc of werges.:

PFacing -tho cconomic diffieultics ond the menoce of frmino, rogu-
lation end control nro nocesscry. Tho burcrugrctic mocsuros teckon by
the steoto aro uscloss or simply oro turnocd to tho ‘prnofit of ~ hcndful

~of onpitrlists and to tho dotrimént of brocd scotions of- tho working
populptions.. Potainis preparod to roguloate prqduetion_ofmdiiﬂ&ﬂiﬁix
brxenches of industry, thonks to the cconomie Mdietotors® ot tho hond

~
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of each one of them, To this state control,'the'Bolshevik-Leninists\
counterpose workers' control by the workers themselves. No -one knows
better than they the sources of waste and avarchy in pr&uction.

To the measures of the Bonapartist dictators imposing Bverywhere
the bourgeois buresueratic control from above, the workers will impose
their control from below, exercised through broad sections of the
workers in their capacities as producers and consumers.

s After having "regulated" the trade unions with the servile aid of
the trade union leaders, the .Petain goverrment has now decreed out.
right dissolution -of -the-G+G:T.Us It is an elementery class Juty of
the Bolshavik-Leninists to fight shoulder to shoulder with all workers,
whatever their political views, against the government's attacks on
the unions, At the safe time, however, it is necessary to moke the
workers understand that the reformist trode uniohs that they have ni-
therto known are the product of another eopoch, that of bourgeois demo-
¢racy, and that that kind of trade unionism is dragged along with
bourgeois democracy in its dec¢line, The trade unions that the French
workers will re-establish will be orgens of revolutionary class strug-
gle or they will not be re-established at all, In the coming explo-
sive struggles against tho German gencrals or the Bonapartist ministry.
the form that the workers! organization is most likely to take is

factory committees dizrectly elected hy the workers.
A Soviet Union of Qurobe

Tho prosont situntion will scarccly last longi Up to now Hitlor's
successos havo beon due sbove all to the weaknosses and declino of tho
domoeraciess Tho roal test of the Nazi system has only begun,

To tho fascist "recomstruction" of Euiopd, that is to soy, to the
porpotuation of misory and ruin, we oppose the Soviet United States of
Europe, 2 freo fcdoration of the pooplcs with a socializod cconomy in

which tho protit systom will bo roplaccd by the cooporation of tho.
workors, . .

In tho fcce of oppression ang dictatorship, tho workers will not-
cbandon the strugglo for democratic libvortios ?froedom of the press,

of assombly, otc;? but thoy must undorstand that this strugglo connot
rovive the docaying bourgoois domocracy which has ongondored this vory
opprossion and dictatorship., Tho only domocracy now possiblc in Europe

is proletericn democracy, tho system of soviets, thé elected organs of
the working pooplse, , o )

The Fronch state. of Petoin-Loval has suporceded the Third Repub-
lic of Daledior-Roynocud. That hos boon buriod in, the rast,. cnd noth-
ing con meoko it live again, To oscape out of slavery, oppressien and
miscry, thoro is but one road, tho establishment of & workers ond
pecsonts government, ‘ . :



e
The Foutrth Intcrnafionalk~ , \

In o Europc which ig tho Jxey of socicl end.neotionnl oppression,
revolis orc inoviteblee But the ¢ssential cond%%?on for succcss is
the cxistonce of o rovolutionary lordorship. Rocont ovonts in Fronec
orc the direct condomnntion of the cntire policy of the officirl
workcrs! orgrnigzctions (the Socinlist Porty, the Communist Porty, tho
trade union londership). . . : :

N Aftor tho dofert, tho socirlisgt londors who called upon the work-
crs to shcd thoir blood to dcfond bourgoqis,dcmocracy, rrllicd in the
mr.jority to the Potrin governmont, thnt is to sy, collrnbornted with
Hitlor. Thoy hove domonstrrted oncc more«thet—they ~rotho gocilc
cgonts of tho bourgeoigic, : . ‘

The shift by Stelin from onc comp to another on the cve of tho

Wwrr discloscd war.t wns the raclity hidden bchind the propc.grndc of’
the Commumist Prrty ngrinst frseism end for the-defonsc of dcmocricy:
this propegrnde hrd the solo oim of' cssuring Stalin of the ~id of
Freneh rogiments without the loost roorrd for the revolutionrry intor-
"csts of the Fronch workors. -Since Stalin's diplomatic change of front,
the Comintern has reflaced "the struggle against Fascism" with denun-
ciations oi the imperialists, above all, the British and French. But -
the basis of the Comintern's policy Pemains the same: the subordina-
tion of the revolutionary struggle to the interests of the Stalinist
oligarchy. In practice, the Stalinist parties now live from day to
day on small adventures. ‘In Norway, the Stalinist poper Succeeded in

intaini tgelf for some momths uUhder the German occupction, while
denouncing English imperialism in the mommer of Goebbels, But in the
United States, \the Commmist Party demends the allicnce of Moscow and
Weshington, which is the partner of Lomdon, In Frence,’ the Stalinists
are ready to launch the workérs tomorrow into any kind of an adventure
thet Stalin deems useful to his diplomotic geme.

Never forget, workers of Fronce, that the premiership of Blum
Wwos not pogsible without Thores! The guilt for decopitating the June
strikes is shared equelly by the Communist Perty with the treccherous-
lecders of the Sociclist Perty and the trcde unions, Todey Jouhnux
end Slum meon nothings but their.eriminel peraner of 1936-1938, thé
Stelinist burerucrcey, con still do terrible damnge to the French
workers. They constituto today the moin drnger in the-labor movemont,

Ono of the essontinl trgks of the Irench Bolshovik~Leninists is
to turn téwnrd tho duped followors of tho cgonts of Strlin, turn to
tho Communist workers cnd to holp thom drnw the lossons from theso
rooeent covonts.

Tho unprccodonted military defont ond downfnll of tho Third Ro=-
public hove introducod disquiot cnd formont into «1l thc old orgnnizo-
tiongs., Now tho torper provoked by tho suddonnoss of tho ettostrophe
is boginning to bo dissiprtod., Discussions will not be lscking, but
moithor will confusion. Alone of all the big ~nd 1i: zrotions,
the Fourth Internstionrl cen confidently scy thot its progrom- hrg pag-
8cd tho tost of frots., Thot is why 1t oon boldly - o eVOTy =
ono, This progr-m is thec sgcialist rovolution rttrincd by the mothods

t



" B
of implacnble clnss strugglc.

An cntire opoch hns boon lecft bohind, thot of docrying bourguois
dcmoerocys It hos ceorricd owey with it its bourgcois-democratic
ertios cnd locdors, o8 well os tho workers' partics =nd lecders who
hed bound their fate to it. We have enterced into a now opoch, thnt
of thoe strugglcs rnd the convulsions of the dormth ~gony of erpite
jsm, But this now opoch is thet of the Fourth Internntioncl and
its triumphi ' o

November, 1940
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INFORMATION AND DISCUSSIQN
' FRANCE

Ag is already known to many comrades from the press, our French
comredes gurvived the collapse of France in much beitter shape then all
the other working class -organizations. They continue to function un-
der the new conditions. slthough with : le difficulty, most
of our forees bulng dispersed as a result of the chaotic conditions
brought about by the German invesion. OCircumstances make regularity
almost impossible and communications come through only rarely. The
composition of the lezcding bodies shitfts in accordance with whoever
is available and is subject to the vicissitudes of the times.

The latest communication from France to reach us is doted August
and was received only in October., From this communication it is ap-
perent that at the time of its writing two comrades, I.C. and M.H.,
were temporarily in charge of the center, impressing their views upon
its cctivities and documents. Their views noturally color also the
document received by us, which is 2 report. With the political nature
of the views expressed therein, the Executive Committee of the Inter-
notional =- although welcoming the uews of their sefety and of the
continued fuhctioning of the organization -~ has hod to toke issue
very sharply. Below we bring the Report of I.C. and M.H. o8 well as
the reply of the E.C, Although many hardships and long deley attend
the pesscge of communications from one side to the other, the Fourth
Internntional nevertheless manages to moke itself felt in the work .
of the sections. In presenting these documents here, it is intended- -
to keep all comrcdes informed of the developments in progress, which
is in itself ¢ contribution to this work. ' :

O T R T



‘August 7, 1940
Report on Fronce, by-M.He ond-I-Cs

The following motcs nre 2 hosty complement to the cvrluctions
~nd informntion contrincd in previous toxts cnd crticlces. They =2im
to cncble you to cveluatc more conerctely thoe dovolopment of tho sit-
untion, Lo¢ us spceify o numbor 'of points right ot the boginning:

. 1) Tho defcnt mocns concrctely the collepse of tho oconomic cnd
~dministreotive apperctus of Froncc. Thnreg forces arc contending:
Germon imporiclism, tho Fronck bourgooisic, the Fronch proloteorint.
yhonec thoro criscs on oxtroordinery comploxity in the cvolution of
_thc situction, complicntcd by tho real power of the forccs on the
ficldy Gormon imporialism beginning to got winded, occupiod with
other treks; tho Fronch bourgcoisic tompornrily disposscssed by its
own flight, ineeprble of recstrblishing itg opporntus of production;

tho prolctnrict oxtromoly dividod cconomicnlly, ond politieclly
disoricnted. .

It is importont in thesc conditions rother te point out the os-
gonticl chernctoristdics of the coming dovolopments thon to predict
_whorc ond when thoy will come cbout: : :
a) This dcovclopment will be chnotic, with numorous zigzegs nco-

ossitoting ench time o now toctic cnd pormitiing ot occh turncbout
now cllioncoes; : _

b) Politicerlly the weckness of our scdvorscarics gives us o gront
powor of ponctiation: the orgrnizotion must thorcforc know how to
corry out n~n chdecious policy in 21l questions, nnd not to nnchor it~
golf in the routinistic "tran-tron” of the post; it must hnye on ox-
trome orgrnizotional mobility, which prcsupposcs on c¢xtromely rigid

lordcrship, excrcising control ot cvory instemt, ond tHoToToTe PATI=
SYmor : , , T

c) & perscvering cffort to proscrve ond rcinforce the o%gaﬁiin-»J
tion's cadres in o poriod of systomntic rcoction nnd roprossion,

2) The ovolution of tho situntion in France will bo considorebly
jnfluoncod by the ovolution of the militery opcretions ~nd their con-
soquoncos: tho disruption of thc Gormon army by succossful English-
rosistenco or the disruption of world oconomy vhich the f£all of the
"City" of London would bring sbout, or thc ovontunlity of & conflict
botwcon Gormnny cnd tho USSR -- all thosc ~rc 80 mony factors which
would modify tho corrclotion of forccs and the oricntation of tho
throo forccs on thce ficld.

Articlos hevo dofinod the genorsl oricntation of tho Fronch
bourgooisioc cnd the Generel Staff, There hns boon omphesizoed the woy
in which Fronch politicnl lifc tonds to form itsolf in ceecordcnco with

: fqnalggios:wixhwthe-peliticswcf*Bﬁikﬁﬁ‘éEﬁﬁffI&é?‘ Thoro will- -
be horo noted whot portioculerly intercdts the working clnss,
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'ui) The economic dispersion of the working class: scarcely one-
qqgrter of the: workers are actively perticipating in production, On

this basis there i's to be observed a differertiation and a constant

lowering of working conditions: work with redu¢ed hours per week; '
work at reduced salary, militarized work, etc. At the scme time a
growing radicalization is beirg brought about in the merginal groups
{youth, unemployed, war prisonerd®): it is the struggle for these
groups which stands out foremost in Krench polities: we pust on this
‘ferrein engage in e time-voce with fascidm, Simiiarly we must be-the-
fi-st to bring the solution of the essential problem of the workers
how to get the factories going again. .

2) The ripening of a revolutionary spirit in the masses: ine
gemerzal way we ere witnessing a political ferment which is extremely -
I+ tends to develop in two steps, which
aere however closely interwoven: a) the deep desire of the masses to
understand the wry-and-whereforo of the recent events, to replace the
benkrupt regime by o new regime, o mistrust toward all old formulo-
tions; b) a work of political research (literal; perhops better trons-
lated, "tentotive regroupings") which goes from bourgeois milieux to
working-cless milieux, pessing through the pet%y:bourgeoisie,'which
gshows itself by the crection of multiple groups, centres, nuclei, all
in -search of l national and social progremme. In the present state.of

~our forces, it would be well to concentrate on the second aspect, to

intervene in all thesu groups in order to bring them o progromme of
action end principles.

.

3) These monifestations ore being produced around threc cssen-

"tipl problems: the problem of nesponsibilitios {for the woar ond de-

foat), the nctional problem, and the problem of bread -- they are oll
of course intimntely interconnected.

n

2) Tne defeet has rendercd very unpopular bourgoois democracy,

‘copitelism, ond the ermy officcrs. On this terrcin tho difficulty

of o foscist utilizetion of the anger of the mosses comes spceificnlly
from the depth of the mnsses' ronction and its oxtremely sharp poli=-
tiecl choresctor. Particularly among the prisoners therc is olreandy-
noticeable o spontoncous tendency toward soviet democrecy;

b) The problom of breod which tonds on the one hend to soldcr to-
gethor oll .the poor clesses of city populations, and on tho other hend -
to drive o wedge bectwcen_the city ond the country. The bond betwaoen
tho city cnd the country will be croctod lorgely on the pokitical
terrain, by tho ex-serviccmen and the youth;

.- ¢) Tho onti-Hitler movement necessarily hos a both notionel ond
gocicl chorneter, There con ns ¢ metter of froet be notieed (c) o
morao tnd morc merkcd hostility om tho. part of tho workors towords thoe -
forcos of occupntion, rcinforccd by the foct thot mochinory is boing
trnsported into Gormony, etc.; (b} o permonent vacilletion in the
opinion of tho potiy-bourgooisic of tho citics betwcon cconomic hos-

tility ("thoy'ro coting our buttor") ond politiccl symfathy ("There
c

e tho boys who've brought somc order in Frenco) ; & merked ton-

donoy in certein country districts toward sympcothy with tho occupying
troops (tho occupation ond its rodW.tant purchases of food for sond-
ing. o Gérmony-havo erused n riso in prices ior'Qg;;gultuzglnpréduce¥7
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In the country districts in the non-occupied zone, on the contrary,
where prices have a tendency to go down For lack of merketing facili-
ties, a netionalist movemen<y tsﬁas to take root. But one notes the
spacifis4fact that the ationeligt milieux feel that they cannot real-
1y crystallize the movement except on o socisl basis. These contra-
_dictions open brond perspectives to us.

" 4) Labor'Orgaﬁizations:

‘) The Confederstion Generale du Travail, already reduced in mem-
bership by the.wer to between 700,000 anl 800,000, and mode up further-
more clmostexclusively of funi§ionaries ond statute-workers (roilway”
men, miners, etc.), finds itso in poiut of fact completely wiped ouy
by the lotest evenis (aisverspl of plants. considerable diminution in
the wumber of genuinely smployed workers, breax with its center ’
(Jouhoux) ond its right (Belin), who wert into the cobined}s A meet-
ing of 1fs CCN, held discreetly o few dcys 2go, decided to chenge
article I of its stetutes (class struggle) ond introduce ingtend o
forbiddence to strike, Nevertheless it is provoble thet the consti-
tution does not intend to gset up immedictcly o congtitution of corpo-
retions, but on ‘the contrery will allow thu syndicates (seporaoto
trode~-unions composing the CGT) to continuey The loatter reduced to
thoir cedres, con develop ogeain only to the cxtent that they con
gurrentoe work to their mombers; this is oxnctly what the Germons
ore trying to do (g;pduqtion ccoporctives, otc.); and it is what wo
ghould oursclvos try to got into operction -- ond through ,this cffort
try to get hold of the grootest possible numbcr of leading positi ons.

b) Tho Sociclist Porty hes been dofinitivoly split by the ovonts,
Tho Poul.Foure ~nd Loon Blum tendondics hrve not only cxposcd thom-
solves by their attitude towrrd Englcond, but n~lso townrd the Vichy. .
government ~nd Gormeny. In reclity tho party tops hove no longer ony
contect ot 2ll with the fodercntions, end wo arc witnossing o folling-
to-pioccss runfogous to that which the Gormmn gocinl-domocrncy under-
wont: orgrnizotionnl crumbxing-awny,,politicnl disintcgrotion rrnging

from tho cxtromes of rrnllying to Hitlorism o8 frr ns symprthy townrd
Bolshevism,

¢)Tho Communist EBorty is busily cngrged in rapidly pulling.its

cpperotus togother; clrondy it is cxpending on cnormous rctivity, to-
citly protocted by tho Germens. Tho contncts ot tho top, betwoen
tho Strlinist lordorship ond the Kommendsntur is certaning the united
 front with frscist groups gots firmer on cnch-ocersion, On this br-
sis, ono notcs: (2) the influoncc of Strlinism cmong {he. youth os woll
s in thc prison crmps is non-cxistent; (b) thoir influoncc omong the
_ uncmployoed is duc to cn cgitation which is cnormous but aimloss ond

with no clonr porspoctivo; it is ‘inecprble, ot tho prosont stngo, of
tronslrfing itsclf into rction; (¢) the numoriccl importence of the
porty, cnd ospeciclly its intornel cohcsion, have much diminishod.
Novortholess, oven rcduccd to rn illegel cctive momborship of from
26,000 to 30,000, it roemeins not only the most importeont, out indoecd
tho only, working-clnss prrty. It influcncos n gsonc of formor "frith-
“fuI™, now rcducod to helf, soy 200,000; cspeeinlly in crsc 0 B

? i3

£-dovolop
ments in tho Enst (morming, I think, not tho For Ersi, but. the Gormrn-
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govict fronticr), it will still piny rn importont role in the siturn-~
tion in Frnncc. :

L d). Pno PSOP: for somec months it hos totnlly ccascd to ocxist. Tho
contor (Ieequior), ond the Mrsonic Right hed in fact soparcted ond be-
come complctely incctive. The reopponrecnce of the centrist lecder-
ship, a“slight ovolution of thc frocmnsons (being uncblo, dospite nll
thoir dosirc to como to on cgrocmont with tho HitY¥erinns, thcy nro now
-socoking ollics on tho loft) has cnded in o rapprochement botwcen the
centor cnd tho loft: but on the basis of thoir rocognizimg the¢ non-
cxistonco of tho PSOP; ~t tho scme timo the loft intends to consti-
. tutc with us o pormeonont .community of nction ond docsn't oxcludo the
poggibility of building togethor the revolutionary porty.

. 6) Tho "Comito pour lo IVe Internationcle™: ¢ document (horowlth)
___briofly dcoscribos our positions: lct us noverthcless moke this clecor,
The position oxprossed by the word "pour™ (for) in no wny concenls o
fundemontol politienl divergence with the way of posing the problem
of tho Fourth Intcrnntionsl, such os it'wns-dcefinced by the World
Conferoncc of 1938, It simply cxprosses the observetion that the proe-
tical cvolution of our movemont has dovcloped in o noticcobly dif- ’
foront woy from whot we hed foreseon, ond that it is important now to
work for thec preetical roclization of thet forescen cventuclity, by
intorvening in thc verious nationel ocnd international rogroupings,
whilo not noglocting to bring cbout the ovolution-of the intcrnationcal
situetion,. o

Orgenizationally, whot docs the "Comite pour 1o IVe" roprosent?

numbricaliy ond politicnlly more cven than'in the caso of the old
POI, thce work of roorgenigntion is still for from being finishoed. Ono
con 8oy thet it.ropresonts:

a) tho'fctﬁrn into tho orgenizotion of clements which woro proc-
ticnlly soprrnted from us in the course of verious crisos:

b) bdbringing to the new organizatibnGtho geins won by occh of the
currcnts during tho wor; : R

e¢) tho dofinitive inclusion of = frection of tho PSOP. This
moens, procticclly, thet in the courso of tho noxt fow wocks we con
orgenizo illegelly betwoon 700 ond 800 militents and sprocd the or-
gonigation vory rrpidly storting with this. boso.

As o mottor of foet, through the wer, o rothér-1lorgo numbor of -
comrcdos have cequired positions which mokos thom centors of influonco
in difforont milioux: tho work in tho Auborges do lo Jcunoss hcs on-
ablod us to trkc control of the lcrdorship of this numorieclly cnd -

- politioclly most importent of thc youth orgenizctions (40,000 mombors);
wo hovo mecns of influoncing soriously the trodo-union ond ox=-sorvice
movemonts; we onjoy ¢ cortein prostige cmong illegel orgenisotions, in-
cluding nctionclist orgenizotions, In order to goin.olljtho bonofits—
of this situction;—eortein things nrc nceossorys Wo intomd tod - '

i
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a) orient the presenf‘activity of the organization towards the
crestion of so0lid froctions in sifferent orgonizations; to givzgav
g01id structure to thess- frachions ny the creation (either by these

organizations® own-meers 0T Ly our own meons) of o certoin number of
fulltime functionaries

b) multiply our propogoedist activity (frequert ‘publication of
material on"eacn specific question) S

¢) give . the organizantion apn extremsly flexible system of function-
ing; but ot the same time to guarentee politieal and organizptional
coordination ond control-by an extremeiy strict funetioning of the
lecdership and the sappordtus, - Here is the need of ‘fulltime function-
aries, : - . ’ A

In geneval, we must get over our mania for ‘agitation-for-our-own-
getisfeetion, and plunge each militant inte a well-defined milieu in
which he &hould work::end to respepd to' the needs which arise therein
by & concrete epplication of our tronsitional pregram. = -

‘Within - the framewbrk of theée'remarks, wé beg to drow yohr atten-
tion to & few specific points: : ~ :

1) The urgency for the French orgoenisation of being eblc to find
. safo asylum.for o feWw comredes in cese .- of o new weve of renctions
Severcl comrades are living in illognlity, which would bocome very
dengerous in such on eventuality. Tho. IS should oxcmine thoe pQssibi-
 1ity of oncbling four or five comrrdes to get cbrond. -

2) In the somc woy the situation of foreign comrades in Frence
is bocoming very preccrious. We bolieve thet in .the proscnt condition
of Europe, the mejority of them ought to return to their respootive
countries. TRere ore, however, o corinin numbcr {perhops cbout ¥en)
who glso should bo cnobled to find o plece of rofuges

3) Getting the cpparctus into cction rcquiros on immonsc finon-
¢inl.offorts Tho French orgenization is pooror thon ever bofore:
thorc ore mpny uncmployed, ond mony comrtdos whosc wheorecbouts are
still unknown. Tho work undertcken moy onoble. us to dovelep ropidly
if we cro not chocked ot overy step by the finsneinl quostion.

4) The Pronch orgenizotion is very onxious thot uninterruptcd
politicel gontocts sholl be ostnblishod betweon tho I8 ond tho Comite
pour lo IVe, It insists thot the corrcspondcince shall mot hove-oo -
golely cdministrotive charccter, cnd thet it not contein mercly moroe
or lcss disputeble ovoluctions, but thot on the congrary it try to
eronto on cctive political colloborstion. A

5)- Tho Fronch organizafion perticulnrly osks to be givon dqtailedi
jnformation on the situction in the vorious countrios; it very porti-
culerly requosts thot it be informed in on unintorrupted wey about

tho gituntion 1n.;ndic ond Indo-~Chinc.
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7 August 1940

Report on France by M.H., consultlng with I C.: Appondlx reﬂbrred to
on Page 13, .

1) Under the name "Comite pour la IVe Internatlonale" there have
just been rogrouped the comrades of the formor majority and minority
of the P 0 I, a8 well as the mombers of the minority of the P-S Q P.
Tho Comite pour la IVe Internationcle does not pretond, 'in the prosont
cllcumstancos, to play in Pronce tho role of the Revolutionary Party
which is historically noecessary. ‘

It is by ocssuning tho immediatc tosks imposoed by tho situationy
by trying to draw the mosses towards the revolutionoary solution of the
world crisis, that wc arc pursuing our primary objccetive: tho build-~
ing of tho rovolutionary porty. Wo baliceve that in the coursc of the.
futurc daovolopment of thce politicel and cconomic situction of Fronce
thoro will b¢ producod new regroupings within tho French prolctariat,
which has morc and morc lost-confidenco in the Socialist and Gommunlst
Portics, which cre now completely falling cpert. Wo considor oursclves
.8 tho nuclous ‘'which should intervenc. tho most actively for the com-
plotion of this proccss of recgrouping.

2) The principles of tho Fourth Intornotional constitutc the
politicel bosis of our orgonizetion, It is thot which we have wented
to signalize prociscly in its very nome. But tho.merc cxistonce of
thoso principles is not sufficient to crocte an internotional. Just
e8 & revolutionary perty connot be mnde to exist by dceroc; on tho
controry, tho indispénsable condition of its existencc. is o bo orgrn-
icnlly tied up with tho working cless ~-- 80 onc con really speck of an
Intornctionnl only to tho degroc that it is based on pertics woll-
rootod in tho working cless. Whcthor or not we approved the croation,
in 1938, of tho PLRS (IVo), wo ngroc_ in noting the fact thet, if the
" principlos of the Fourth Intorncotioncl have todey proved thomsclves
more corrcct then over, the practicel bascs, on the controry, of the
cxistoncc of the Intcrnﬂtxonﬂl heve been in the last period constontly
shrinking.

3) Recont cvents hove, os o mntter of foet, lessoncd the orgoni-
zotionnl end politicenl cohcsion of the P MR S (IVo) the pcriod of
the wor hes boen marked by ~m indisputeble orgﬁniz"tion(l rctroct.
Aftor the POI, it is the SWP of the USA which hos been struck by o
split which thrcantons its vory lifci Thosc twwe- osscenticl strong boses
- boing climinatod, thc cxistcnce of the Intornotionnl itsclf is in pers

il. Tho Exocutivc Committcc of thc Internctioncl, whith had.nover . -
scriously functiono®, coerscd to cxist ot thc time of the Fronch.crisis.
Tho tronsfor of the IS wes enrricd out in such o way os to breck ony
continuity in thc work. The rcfuscl on tho pert of the IS to sot up
in-Buropo n colloctive Subsocretorict, the cbscnce of cny politfecl-
documcnt by the IS on the situction in Buropo, cmd principally in
Freonee, over n vory long period, cro so mony indliceotions of tho -impos-
sibitlity ot thc proscnt timc of considorlng this orgrnism as the dir-
octing center, or the P I R S 28 thc dofinitively constituted Bolsho-
vik Intornntionnl: they nrce only the roprescntntives of tho movomont
- for tho grootion of thc Fourth Intornntionnl, thc most ﬂnporto.nt in

Ll



=10

view 6f its international liasisons and the cadres they have orgdn-'
ized, the decisive nucleus in view of its political program; but It
ig not the International itself.

4) In these conditions, the Central Committee decides:

a) to ask to be affilieted to the IS of the P M R 5;

b) to undertake the necessary initiatives for the creation
of a European Secretariat grouping all organizations which cleim to
gupport the program of the Fourth International. '

¢) to demand most pressingly of the comrades in the United
States t0 join together again the ranks of the SUP in a single bloc
oriented. tovard the winning of the revolutionary workers of America.

d) to request the I S to take the initiative in convoking in

the coming monthe a carefully prepared ecunference of the Whole .in=
ternational revolutionary movement.

(Translated‘by T.Pe)
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THE POLITICAL REARMALENT OF THE FRENCH SECTION
IS AN URGENT ,TASK BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL

, The Executive Committee has received from France a report writ.
ten by MH. and I.C. and dated August 7, 1940, The document is doubly
alarming: by what it tells as well as by what it does not tell. On
the fundamental questions of the political situation in Prence and the
tasks of the revolutionary party, the document keeps silent or limits
itselt to extremely vague phrascs. It becomos somewhat procise only
in its second pert, when it under takes a "eriticism" .of tho Fourth
Intornational, : ' ‘

Folitically, the H.~C. Report cannot be characterizod otherwise
than as a cepitulation to centrism. It scos as our foremost intorna-
tionel task now, not the direet building of the world party of the
socialist rovolution, but "intorvening in tho verious national and
international rcgroupings," - . ) : :

It repeats the old contrist shibboloth of the Gorman S.A.P. and
tho Brendlcriteos, thet is: "one can: reclly only spcak of an Interna-
tionoY Yo the dogroe that it is basod on pgrtics woll-=rooted in the
working class.” Thet is, instoad of predicating tho cxistonec of tho
International on tho basis of program, tho affiliction to it of "mass
partics" is rogorded as the determining factors

This "crgumentV~is oven morc ludic¥ous todhy than whon it was om-
ploycd in the old days by the S.A.P., sinco the o0ld intornationols ona
'Woll-rooted” partics of ¢ven the rcformists ond the Stclinists aro
complctely losing their mess charccter, If cnything, the latter havo
loss of o right to coll themsclves "partics" ond "intcrnotionnls" to-
dey then the Trotskyists whosc cedres, slthough remoining relot -
—snell,hove—ti-rmby—rotoinet—thciT 6X18toncc -~ on cxistenec rootod in
IInrxist principles -- under tho most difficult si tuctions which hove
crison o8 . rosult of the wor and even inoronsed thoir cetivitios
(Austrelic, Lotin Amoriec) op well os registorcd o ccrtoin growth,
fighting cgrinst the stroam os in the pest.

The prretiecl orgmnizeotioncl proposcls modo by H-C, in viow of
this politicel bocksliding orc complotely liquidotionist in noturc,
Whrt do thoy propose? “Givoe tac orsrnizetion on .cxtromely floxible
systom of functioning.,” Whet is meont by "fIoxible" in this instenco?
The documont tolls us: Trko back into tho orgenization "olomonts which
woro prectiocnlly sconarctod from us in-tho course—of provious crigos,"
Winct cbout the politicul besis on which'the separations took place,

one moy sk --'Eﬁﬁ"fﬁ"fﬁht.to be resolved? Not a word on thct in the
document. : : '

- A further proposnl is made: "The dofinitive inclusion of 2 fraos
tion _of tho PSOP." Very good, Agcuin wo ask, on whet politieal besis?
Here wo get "grooter clority”. . o but only by implioc%Ion: This
whola conglomoration is to réplocec tho Fronch party of the Fourth In-
tornationcl by being crowmod "Committoc for tho Fourth Intornctitncl,”
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The whole history of contrism shows thot good will ond ‘dovotion
are not sufficiont. Tho oxemplo of the P.0.U.M. is particularly voi-
ucble for Pranco. Thot orggnizetion contrinod mony oxtromoly dovoted
rovolutionigts, but who wero locking somothingy Bolshovik intronsi- .
geonce in mattors of politiccl principlces. Nin bogon by criticising
tho mothods of intornotionel sclection of tho Loft Opposition., Likc
~ H. cnd C., ho menifosted his distrust of our vork of politicnl . declimi-
t~tion. Thon ho, too, wonted to follow up such criticism with "orgon-
izntional mobility." Ho unificd his frrootion, without ony politicol
clorificetion, with the Cotclon petty-bourgoois notionslist group of
Mrurine - The rest of tho scd story of the POUM is »nrcsont in overy-
oncl's momory. ' ' : : -

The word "for" in thc proposcd ncme for the heterogencous con-
glomcration to be known r.s tho "Committce for -the Fourth Intornotional”
-- tho documont tolls us not without irony -- "in no woy concocls o
fundomental political divergonce with tho woy of posing tho problem
of the Fourth Internotionel such os it was @ofincd by tho World Con-
forcneo of 1938." No, BUT. . . "it simply oxprcsses the observation
thot tho precticol ovolution of our movemont hos developed in o noti-
conrbly difforont woy from whot we had forosecus. « "

The documont, kascs this view os follows: "If the principles of
tho Fourth Interncotional hove todny proved thomsclves morc corrcetd
then cver, tho nrocticel bascs, on the céntrary, of the existence of
the Internotionnl, howe beon in the last poriod shrinking constontly.™

Wo don't know if tho comrcdces who authored this documont scrious-
. 1y undorstand tthnt they thomsclves ore writing herc, or whother they
trko thoir owm words soriously ot all.

"The principles of tho Pourth Intorn=tional have today provcd
wnomgolves moro corrcet then,cver," they writo. Yot thoy profess to
sco o doclino for the Internotioncl. ¢ o« In whot? In the dosortion
of thoso scmo principlos.of tholp samc orgrnization by the rovisionist
minority (Burnhom, Shrchimen and Co,) of the Americen S.W.P. And it
is such n "shrinking of thc prnecticrnl bzscs”, such a dosorpion, "which
throotons its (tho Intornntionnl!s) vory lifo", we arc toldl

Burnham, Shrnchtmon and Co. orc people -who hove givon up not only
tho thoscs of the Fourth Intornitional -- cdoptod by tho World Confor-
onco} =- on the ovaluction of tho imporinlist wer, but rojcetod out-
-right tho Mcrxist thoory of the stnte, Thoy havo hnd thoir rovision-
igt viows ropudirtcd by ~ docisive mejority of. tho strongest soction
of tho Fourth Intornotionzl snd by the vast mnjority of tho othor soc-
tions. 4And H.-C, rogrrd this grcnt orgmnizrtionnl victory for tho
principlcs of the Fourth Intornational, ot the timo of 1ts first big
tost*t? the -firo of wor, « « £8 "an indisputcoble orgonizational ro-
tront" :

1t is clear that H-C crc not very surc themsolvos of tho prin-
ciplos on which thoy profosa to basc thomsclvos, And thet, incidon-
- trlly, oxplnrins thoir rondinoss to corry out o gonuino rotroct cll
thoir own into tho swomp of centrism, :
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The Fourth Internantional hes undergone ' n serioug chnllenge. mat

1t ond conquered it -- in the form of the revisionist poetty-bourgeois
‘tendency of Burnham-Shachtman, Burnham mey have retreated, o8 -indeed
He hes: into the ranks 0f the clnss enemy. The former minority ¢f the

- SWP. moy be in full flight, without ony attempt to explain the evolu-
tion.of thair leader Burnham and the "principles" which guided it. But
the Trotgkyist mojority of the SWP cnd the Fourth International, their
ranka consolidoted oround its principles cfter o long cnd fruitful

- -ideologiocl struggle, marches forward. We, for our port, cre confident
thet tried and tested Fremch Trotskyists will follow the same poth tek-
en by the rest of the Fourth Internntioncl, o

..-.The. H=C. orientntion ond their "evoluction" of the desertion of
the petty-bourgeois opposition s nn "indisputoble orgrnizetionnl ro-
trept" hos its roots doeper, of course, thon in moro misjudgment of
orgonizationrl tronds.- In the crse of C, it undoubtedly constitutos
wighful thinking in the orgonizotional snhere thrt results from his
brgic ngreement in the pnst with rovisionist politienl position of
Burnhom on the Question of the USSR -~ thrnt touchstone upon which the
Wcrxist thoory of the stinte is tosted in our doys vnd ~round which our
principlos revolve. ' ' - :

The report of H, and C. does not devote a single word on the pos-
ition of the Irench organization in regerd to this question. I.C. has
asserted for many years that the USSR is not a workers' state, without
telling us what it is exactly. Ve don't know - what the position of Ii.H.
is, How is the organization divided in the discussion of this funda-
mental problem? What are the forces in the various camps? The two
authors do not deem it necessary to inform the International on this
burning quegtion. - '

Yet, from their own experiences in the collapse of Fronce, they
must themselves affirm that the principles of the Fourth International
have "proved themselves more correct than ever", while the principles
and theories of all the reformists and centrists hdave crumbled into
dust, ' : ‘

ilore than in any other country, the problem in France for the
Fourth Internatdonel is to know how to penetrate into the Stalinist
ranks. But the struggle against Stalinism con be guccessful only if
we rely upon a correct appreciation of the USSR.

The departure from principled considerctions mokes itsolf felt
olso. in the authors' cpproach to the tgetieal questions of the duy.
Just one example: In & Frence thet hos succumbed; cmid collapsce cnd -
ecpitulation to Hitlerite Germany, to the Bonoportist regime of Potein,

- - thoy ostimete thi.t this regime "will cllow the (thoreughly rotton end
dooryod) trode unions to continuo": thet tho lrtter aven Mecn: dovelop
cgein” -- ond with this ovon moro ludierous proviso: "to tho oxtent
the.t thoy crn gunrmntoo work to their mombors." T e

4And this trcticrl "prognosis™ is-put forwrrd by people who aver, -
by thoir own oxporiences, thct our progrrm hns proved more corrcot thop
ovord Yet our Tronsitionnl Progrrm, for instonce, oxplains in gront
doteil why tho roformist trndc unions -~ unlcss wec succocd bofbrchond
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in trensforming them into revolutionary instruments -- must orumble
and diseppeer with the regt of the wreckape of bourgeois demog¢racy in
the courge of the war. They sirply foargot this correct progunosis

. elong with the principles. A few weeks after penning their dcoument,
the Iourth Internutionel was %o préve itself more correat than ever on
this- point too: the CG.G.T. has beg#h completely dissolved by the Petnin
regime and has disappesred withou¥ & trace! -, ' '

h correct approach to the imfediate and burning tgsks of the

French section of the Fourth Inteynational presupposes the polf#ical

regruing of the orgenization ard %he rejection of the whole oriente-
tion of H and C, ' . . ' o :

That must begin by rejecting out of hand the proposed capitulatin
to centrism. Ours is not an orgsmization."for"the Fourth Internaton- .
-al, but the organization of the Bourth Inteructional.

We do not deny that "in the course of future development oi the
political and economic situation of Prance there-will be nroduced new
.regrouping within the Prenca prcleteriat™ inm order to dissolve our-
selves among -them now. No, we ?@_ intend "to play in Prance the role
of the revolutionary party which is§ historically necessary."

The French ssction must 'begin by reviving agitation ~- par‘tic-{zlar
ly in the ranks of the Stalinist party -- on the basis of our basioc
‘principles, above all, our position on the USSR. .

That alons can open up & road for us to the advanced workers, de-
ceived so long by Stalinism and Popular Front politics, but now awake
ening 10 the reanlities of the working class struggle for emamelipatiom.

We must rely, not on the old organizations of the proletariat
which are doomeq together with the rest ol bourgeois democracy to
‘which they were tiag. We. must unfurl the bamnner of the Fourth Inter-
national in the practical orgenizgtion of factory committees under the
slogan of equalization of work, in the formation of housewlves nommt &~
tees under the slognn af the people's contrel of privew agninst the
-profitesrs; in the encouragement of sorkers defenge guards egainst:the
native IPnacist allies of the foreign oppressor. o o

" We need, to sum up, & rearming of the French sectien by the de~
‘oisive rejection of the poliey of H-C end a roturm %o the program ef
the Fourth International: -Bhat progrom sloms, in the sourse of futurc
developments gnd regroupings,’ een holp us to take on flesh afd bloed
4 give the French pecotion of. the Fourth Intornational the wole ass
signed to it by history. - : : :

 EKENCUTIVE OQMB{ITTEE OF THE
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