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THE CONFERXNCE OF OUR BRITISH SECTION

With great joy we have.learised that the Revolutionary Social-
ist League, British Section of the Fourth International, has been
able to conclude successfully its -annual Conference. Although the
war has brought with it extreme legal difficulties and tremendous-
ly increased -the dangers attending the existence of & revolution-
ary party, our British comrades have managed to continue their
activity and even to find means of giving expression to internal
democracy . . ’ o '

.. The Easter Ognterence 6f the R.S.L. was held under the shad-
ow of the Labour Party's ban ‘against the Militant Labor League,
the Left-wing organization in which our comrades have played lead-
ing roles. Naturally, the greatest part of the debate revolved a-
round this question. In a resolution (reproduced below) the con-
ference reaffirmed the main tactic of working inside the Labour
Party and laid plans to continue this work under new forms in
spite of the ban. It rejected the use of Conscientious Objectgrs’
Tribunals by members as futile pacifiem and declared for continu-
ing tne anti-war strugglé along the lines of mass work. The Nation-
al Committee elected by the Conference by motion decided for "up-
holding the majority point of view" in the dispute that took place
within the Socilalist Workers Party of the United States and took
steps to tighten up the R.S.L. organizationally.

~ In the organizational report, progress was reported as follows:
New groups havc been formed or are in the process of formation in
South Yorkshire, South Wales and Midisnds. A full-time organizer
has been assigned to +the field. In the London suburbs of Herwood
and Broxton, the groups control the local Labour Pariy as wcll as
the Trades Council. Two ccmrades werc celegates to the annual Con-—
fercncoe of the Railway Clerks Association; ai *he Shop Assistants
Conferen e, the militant anti-war resolution adopted was moved by
a comrade who waes a delegate, Two comrades were delegates to the
National Labour Partiy Conferance, one of thenm moving ¥he wain reso-
lution against the Wer and against Labeur participatron in the Coa-
lition Government. One comrqgde was a delegate to the Cooperat ive
Union Conference.,

" Our conrades have had to take rapid measures to reorganize
themselves for work undcr the probable iliegal conditions which wil
be imposed upon tnem in view of +he threatening Nasi invasion.

Their ability to strike root in the ‘mass movement, which hag alread-
y been evidenced, incicates thet they will know how to function ev-
en under these new circyMistances. S

The Fourth Tnternational sends its warmest greetings of soli-
darity $o the valiant comrades of the British Section in this hour
of tricl! Morc power to themd

July, 1840

Sk kR Rk Rk
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RESOLUTION ON TACTICS

(Adopted by the Easter Oonférence of -the R.8.L.) -

1. Thie conference reaffirms the basic strategical line of tho
organization in the building of the new revolutionary party. This
consiste of work in the mass organisations, the LP and TU, in prep-
aration for the radicalisation of the masseés arising out of the pol-
jticol and economic crisis of capitalism accentuated by imperial-
ist war.

3. Towardg this . énd the organisation had endeavourcd to build
up an open orgonisation on a partial programme in the LP, the MLL,
with thc object of providing a nucleus for leftward moving workers.

3. This tactic wae based on & Marxist analysis of the current
situation =nd of probable developgent: in the future. This analy-
sie is in no way altered by the LP ban. What is necessary there-
fore is not ~ new strotegical line but a tactic suitable for cxist-
ing circumstonces. :

4, The MLL was not formed in a vacuum but arose after the dis-
solution of the Socialist Leeguc and the consequent necessity for
an organisation capable of combatting the growth of stalinist in-
fluencc nmong left-wing workcre in the LP.

5. In deciding our policy for the futurs the organisation must
take the following issucs into considerztion:

a. The formation of a new national left-wing organisntion can-
not be profitable at this stagc. This must be recognized in
view of the prevailing stagnzation in the working-class movement
and the absence of any large-scale opposition to the LP bur-
caucracy. ,

b. In such circumstanoes any new organisation would clmost im-
mediately meet the same fate as the MLL and would not be able
to arouse any effective support among the LP membership.

c. The prevailing stagnation implies that an open prop~ganda
and sgitationnl organisation without laorge resources and mem-
bership would be uneble to conduct cffective mass work. The
nain work for the immedinte future must consist in the winning
of individuals and ths consaquent brozdening of our base for
more open mass work when the circumstances are more propitious.

8. In view of thesc circumst-nces the conference resolves:

a. To campaign in the LP until the Whitsun conference if poss-
ible under the name of thc MLL. The MLL will protest against
thc crushing of militant opposition in the party. Ncvertheless,
in order to safcoguard our position in the LP, members must if
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necessary publicly resign from the MLL.

b. To preparc foi the dissolution of rhe MLL realising that
the wegkness of the organisation precludes a victory against
- the bureauc:aoy.‘

c. Not to-form at'this,Btagq any,a1ternqtive left-wing organ—
isation but to take steps to organisc local contacts and non-
RSL members into ;eit-wing groups and study classcs. :

d. This does not mean the recormencenent of so-called "open
work" but the continuation of our work in the LP according to
thc perspectives. 1aid down at the 1939 conference. At this
stage the RBL will work as a secret fraction within the LP.

7. This line apart from its politiecal necessity in relation
to the internal;situation.in)the;EPuis also advantegeous. to us in

connection with the threat of bourgeois state repression, of which

the LP ban is the forerunncr,. enabling us to.achieve the transition
fron open to illegel and sani-illegal status without undue disturb-
. ‘ance. ‘ , L

8, In order to assist thc work in the reformist organisation
the "Militant" will continuc to bo produced after .the dissolution
of the MLL as a paper decaling specifically with the problems of
the working-class movenment, ’

9. This position will be put to the MLL conference and our loc-
al groups instructecd to draw in the best elements of the MLL into
the RSL and to make full arrangements to carry on.the struggle in -
the localities. S )

_ .May; 1940
‘ BETITITIIT L :
DOQUMENTS ‘OF THE EMERGENCY. CONFERENCE (Qontinued)

REPORT ON THE MOVEMENT OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL IN LATIN AMFRIOA

(Report to the Emergency Ccnforoncco of tho .F.I. .
by the Latin-American Departuent) :

We arc.obliged to limit our report to_géhefal observations upon
the different sections and groups in Latin Amcrica for the fodlow-
ing oonsiderations: o ' '

1, The information ot our disposal is of a limited, genoral
character; we have no detailed informatibn on the orgenizational

]



4 -
strength of the vafiqus groups and sections.

2. The unovement ie in process of political and organizational
formation, reflecting the general character of the Latin-American
labor movement in most of the countries which is also in process of
political and organizational formation. Due to this fact, we con-
sider it advisable to poss over at least for the present, a polit-
ical evaluation of the groups and sections for it would be prema-
ture to express a definite opinion on such an important question.

3. The representotion of our Latin American movement at this
Conference is of such a nature that it is not fcasible to discuss
the political and organizational problems of these countries.

4, In a number 'of countries, which we will cite below, two or
nore groups adhere to the Fourth International with political and
organizational differences which have:not yet assunmed clear forn.
The policy of the L.A.D. has been directed toward their unific:tion
in a single organization. Therefore, any definite observation on the
political character of the groups in those countries under the giv-
en circumstances might turn out not in the best interests of the.
Fourth Intcrnational. Oonsequently, with this brief explanation, we
begin our report. ' I

BRAZIL

The movenent for the Fourth International in Brazil is one of
the oldest on the Continent; it was organized around 1930-31. Since
its formation it has passed through o number of political and org-
anizational crises. Politically it has been one of the most active
groups; but, due it its leck of a firm and stablc political leader-
ship, its politicel 1life assumes o disorganized form ond translates
itself, very often, into an organizational crisis. The "French Turn'
brought about its complete disorgnnization and it took & long tinme to
to rcorganize itself. At present, from the information at our dis-
posal, the Brazilian group supports the position of the descrters
from the 8.W.P, It is constituted under the nenc of the Revolution-
ary Socialist Party. Basing nurselves nn = report fron Comrade Smith,
it hes about 50 membars. We hove ng direct relatisonship with then,
due to the fact th~t Leburn, its reprecentativze, who deserted fron
the Fourth Internatinnal, continuglly refused to give us their address.

ARGENTINA -

In Argentina the novenent for the Fourth Internatinnal began a-
~ bout 1930. At prosent we hnve threc groups, all belonging to- the
Fourth Internati-nal: the Revolutinn-ry Workers Group (G.0.R.); the
Revolutionary Socialist Leaguc (bnth of them in Buenns Aires) and
the Marxist Leaguc (in Oordoba).

The Revolutinnary Workers Group was formed nnt very long =go, by
Conirades Fossa and Quebracho. It publishes o paper called "La Nucva
Internscinnal.” Comrade Quebracho bublished a number of pamphlets,
such as! "Que Quiere la Cunrta Intcrnacinnzl;" "La Revolucisn Mundisl
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y la Traicinn Stalinista;" "Centriswo, Oporiunisan y Bolchevisan';
"Nucetras Pcerspectivas Politicas", eto. This group has passed rec-
cently thrrugh an organizational crisis, the nature ~f which is as
yct unknown to us. B ' '

The Revolutionary Sncialist League wrs likewise.formed very ro-
cently, =8.thc result of a fusion-between:the "Nueva Etapa" group .
and the "Inicial' group. The politica2l basis n»f this fusinon is not
known to us. These twd groups have been in existence for thc last
8-9 years. About 1933 they united their ferces int» o singlc ~rg-
~anizetinon; but that unificati~n didn't lost sary long at the tine.
The nane of their paper now ig "Inicial". ,

The Marxist League 5f Onrdnba is:conposed of abdut ten coue
rades. We hnve na heard from thén for e long time. They have ne of-
ficial »igan. :

The Lotin Aperican Department tried to unite ~1ll the groups in

a single'organigation; ;but it has falled so far in its cfforts. In
the beginning. the differenceg between them were nf rather sccondary
character and mainly persohal. But, nt present there is indicatinn
that the divergencies are assuming o pnlitical character. In Nunmber
7 of "Iniciagl" a progranmatic article appeared nn the nnturec of the
revolutinon in' Argentina, .which attoupted to show that its character
will have to be -exolusively sncinlist. Recently, the G.0,R. wrnte

a lotter to the L.A.D.~ asking to be recrgnizad rs the Argentinien
‘8éction of the F.I. The Departuent decided t» pnstpone any definite
decisinn on thie question for further study. aind observ-tinon »f tho
political developuent of thé various groups. The "Inicipl" group put
ag a ¢h>nditi~n for unificatinn with the G.0.R. the eliminntion of
Ornrade Qucbracho. The L.A.D. sent them & special communication ox-
- pressing ite disapproval . »f this ultimatum. The programmatic article
in "Inicial' changes the situntion to some eéxtent, in our opinion,
We are faced now with 2 situntinn whers'the difforcncce arc toking
a political form and, conscquently, it will be rwuch easicr for us

to decide which sne of thow represcnts the ideae of the F.I.

CHILE

-~ In.this country we have hed two groups who adhere to the F.I.:

Partido Obrere Revolucinnario (P.O(R.% and Grupo Internacinnnlista

Obrero (G.I.0.). Therec hns alsn appearcd a now novenent, under the

nane of Partid~ 8scinlista Revolucionario: (P.S.R.), which eplit

igce?t%y fron the 8nclalist Party and declarcd itself in faver »f
e F.I.. ‘

The Partidn Obrorn Revoluci~nerin is composed mainly of com-
-rades who belonged tn the ex-Izquierda Oomunisto. They publish "Ali-
anga Qbrera® peri~dicslly. Recently, on the war question, they held
succcssful neetings in Santiago. Their pnsitinn nn the charncter of
the 8.U. is nnt yet kn~wmn t5 us. Their public organ does not indicnte
thet they:have adopted a poeitinn ocantrary to tho official positisn
of the F.I, Wo have nct heard from then for a fow months.
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Thc Grupo Intcrnaci-nalista Obrero is alsn an »~ff-spring fron
the cx-Izquicerda Comunista. They have n» official or regular public
argan, althonugh they have published a nunber nf bulletins and ~ther
naterial, It appears that they obtained gnood results in their work
in the SBncialist Party and the youth. Basing ocursclvces on the re-
prrt of Conrsde Fermin Olea, wh» is a member of the Revolutinnary
Socialist Party, the GIO constitutes part H»f a Comnittec which is
trying to unify all thc forces for the F.I. into a singlc organiza-
tion. .

With the P.R.8. we haven't yet established formal and official
rclations. The L.A.D., after hearing Comrade Fermin Olea's report,
decided tc write them an nfficial communicatinn in nrder to estob-
lish relations with P.S.R. and decided, als»n, t» invite then to send
a fratcrnal delegate to the Conference.

In Chile, as in Argentina, the pclicy of the L.A.D. has been
dirccted toward unification of the groups into a single organiza-
tion. It should be noted that in Ohile, from the beginning, the dif-
ferences had a pnrlitical basis. The GsI.0. nanifested an opportunist
tendency on some politicel questisns, while the P.O.R. manifested
inclinaticns of the oppnsite extreme: not encugh flexibility in deal-
ing with problems of a practical organizat ional character. It is
8till difficult to determine whether thesc pnlitical and organiza~
tional manifestatisns hawve a generanl theoretical background or wheth-
er they are just isolated expressicns, due to the political and org-
anizational process of formation., The G.I.0. is for unification, but
the P.O.R. is pgainset it. Their argument is that they don't want to
have anything to d» with ccntrists. Not very long ago the POR wiote
a letter to the L.A.D. asking to be recognized ms the Chilean Sec-
ti~n of the F.I. and to break off relations with the G.I.0. We re-
jected their proposal, on the ground that it would be wrong to ex-
clude a group of revolutinniste from the ranks of the F.I. on not
very clear a2nd n»ot very definite political manifestations. We ad-
vised then that instead of their present antagnonistic attitude to-
ward the G,I.0. they should adopt a fraternal one. We do not yet
know their reaction to this communication.

URUGUAY

Our nmovenent in Uruguay is extrenely weak. At present there are
two groups, both adhering to the Fourth Internatinnal, Thesc groups
were united until recently in a single organization. According to
the informatinn we have received, the glit did nnt ncour on pnlitical
grounds. The nanes of the groups are: Liga Bolchevique Leninista and
Grupo Obrero Revolucionario. The G.0.R. publishes a magazine that
does nnt appear regularly, called "Contra la Corrientef. In its first
issuc it had a very confused editorial nn the Russian-Finnish ques-
tion. In general, the nagazinc is of poor political character. The
Liga Bolcheviquec Leninista does not have an official organ, but it
has issued a nujber of manifestos dealing with the war probler. Bas-
ing ourseclves on the information we have received, the courades who
conpose the Grupe Obrero Revolucionario were the ones responsible
for the split. This inforumation came to us fronm the secretary of the
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L.B.L., We have not heard yet the side of the G.0.R. The L.A.D.
has written to the G.O.R. asking:for imformation. -

BOLIVIA

The novenent for the Fourth: Internaticnal in Bolivia originated
around 1934, under the name of Partido Obrern Revolucinnario. From
the beginning it was politically a confused orgenizati-n. As a result
of this the orgenizati~n went through a series of organizaticnal -
grises. One of its leading elements, Tristan larof, a typical pet-
ty bourgeois radical, who uses socialistic phraseology, betrayed and
deserted the mnovement, "although he still calls. hiueslf a partisan
of the Fourth Intcrnaticnal. He is constantly attenpting to form a
new soclalist party.  He collaborated with the semi-fascist dictator-
ship of Busch, thereby disorediting. our novenent in Bolivia. In or-
der to form a better understanding of the. real significance of the
nature of the crisis that.our Bolivian section went through, it is
necessary to bear in mind that Tristan Marof 1s a person with a
‘revolutionary past, and comsequently is. popular among certain sec—.
-tinns nf the anti-inperialist forces..The revolutirnary militants. who
renained loyal to revolutinmary socialisnm are trying t0 reorganize
their forces under the banner aof the Partidn Oprero Revnlucinnario
and the Fourth International. Not very long ago they addregsed an.of-
ficial communication asking for admittance to the ranks of the ,
Fourth International. From the dncuments elaborated in the forn of
thesis, vhich we have received, we find that in general they are of
a revolutisnary character, although incomplete in many respects.
Quite naturally we puet take into consideratinn that ~ur novement
not.only in Bnlivia, but a&lso in most of the nther Latin-American
countries, is in prncecss nnt only of organizational but of pnlitical
formation. Our Bolivian section does not yet have an official »rgan.

CUBA

The Partido ‘Bolchevique Leninista of Cuba is one of .the nldest
sections on the Latin American Continent; it was formed about 1832.
It8 basic nucleus came. +to0 our movenent from the Comrmunig Party of
Ouba, as a result of & split. Many of the leaders of the gaxrly per-
iod deserted our movement and joined the ranks of the petty bour-
geoisie. In the beginning they had some influence and even leader-—
ship in some of the trade unions, but in the last few years, as a
result of the general conditions in the country and the desertinn

of some of their leaders the connections with the mass nnvenment les-
scned; bringing about, as a result, certain internal difficulties.
According to the latest informetion, our Cuban sectio-n has token ex-
. ceptional neasures to solve these internal difficulties. They have

- established a Provisinnal Netional Executive Qonnittee,: .compoced of
the original members of the N.E.C., and the mnst active militants of
Havens, 1ts task being to prepare the ground for a national conference.
In this task, the L.A.D. helped our Qubon Bection by advising the
oonrades from Bantiago de Oube, who wrote o letter to the Department
asking intervention, that they take no steps that night endanger the
unity of the Party. According t» the latest inforustion they are mak-
ing special efforts to ponetrate -into the trade uninn movement and
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break out of their isolation. Since their formation they have pub—.
lished a number of organs and panphlets. Due to the extremely diffi-
cult financial conditions they are unable at present to publish a .
regular organ. They have issued a long Manifesto on the wgr question
and several others dealing with problens of the revolutionary nove-
ment . . :

MEXICO

Qur liexican section is also one of the oldest on the American
Continent; it wac formed around 1930. Due to the lack of a leading
political cadre, it went through a number of crises. Not very long
ago 1t went through an internal crisis, resulting in the desertion
of the Galicia-Oarvajal groups from our section and later the deser-
tion of the painter, Diego Rivera, who left the revolutionary move-
nent to go into bourgeois politics. Our Mexican section with the co-
operation of the L.A.D, reorganized its forces under the name of
Partido Obrero Internacionalista:. They have about thirty comrades in
Mexico City and connections in some provincial cities. They publish
a theoretical magazine cglled "Olave' and occasionally "Lucha Obrera'
an agltational organ, Their connection with the trade union movement
is weak. It is one of the most active sections of the Latin Aneri-
can countries. e o

Our Puerto Rican section was formed around 1933 under the name
of Partido Comunista Indepéndiente. Its principal leader, Vergne
Ortiz, was the organizer of the Communist Party -of that country. It
is a weak group numerically, due to the extreme financial difficul-
ties under vwhich our courades labor, and due to the peneral condition
of the present day development of the lebor movement. It issues ir-
regularly "Chispa®, a mimeographed publication and sone panphlets.
In view of the ex#reme financial difficulties which hamper the work
of our comrades on the Island, and in view of the fact that Puerto
Rico is a colonial possession of the imperialist United States, we
consider that our North American Section should pay more attention
than it has up to now, to the needs and problems of these comrades.

SMALL GROUPS AND CONTAOTE IN OTHER COUNTRIES

- In 0ali, Colombic, we have had for a number of years a small
group of comrades without any leading elements in its ranks. It is
very week politically. In Ponema we also had e small group but it
disappeared ae on organized force cnd at present we hove contact with
only one comrede. In Peru, according to a report that appeared in an
Argentine megazine called "Clarid=d" there is a group which supports
the Fourth International, but we have not been able, so far, to es-
tablish relations with them. There are also some comrades in the
ranks of the Fourth International in soxe of the ‘countries of Gen-
tral Anerice, ‘ '
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We have tried to summarize in a single formula the general po-
litical and orgonizetional character of the: present day forces of
the Fourth International in these countries, ‘with the deliberate ob-
ject also of drawing the nccessary politicel and organizational con-
clusione. A novement of .thie kind-needs, more than a mature one,
close advice and attention; it needs leadership in the daily prob-
lens which it faces. In this connection, we must statc that up to
now we have not becen.able to fulfill this urgent need in the -life
of the Fourth International. '

The various conters which werc created under different nanes
and forms by the F.I. directly, and. by our North American Section,
werc of such a nature that they could not meet the requirenents and
necessities. All »f them, as ag.general rule, were unable to act as
adainistrative and coordinating bodles, and snly in a very few iso-
lated cases did they act as political centers. ' -

Up to now we .have not been oble to normalize and stabilize the
life of the L.a.D., nainly due to the fact that we lacked the neces-
sary forces capable of participatinf in this particular work. Since
the World Oongress of the F.I. the life and work of the L.A.D. has
gone through = gre~t nuibsr of difficulties which inevitably affect-
ed the work of the F.I. in the Letin Anmericen countries. Previous
tn thie Oongress, after a renrganizetion of the forces »f the L.A.D.
we succccded in establishing relations with all the forces nf the
F.I. in Latin Anerica and teok snme steps tn cogrdinate its. work;
but due tn a decision of the COongress to bring Lebrun to-the United
Btates and put him:in charge of the work in the Latin Anmerican coun-
tries, the wnrk.already accouplisheod was disrupted and disnrganized.
In the period of six to seven months during which he was the secre-
tary of the L.A.D. he dieplayed the st lanentable inefficiency.
His adninistrative inability went so far as to ebandon practically
all relations with the Latin American groups and sectinns and to
paralyze the life of the L.A.D. Letters went unanswered; neetings
of the departunent were not called os probleis arose but only ac-
cording to his personal convenionce. Sincc his remnoval as secretary
weé have beecn ‘able:to reestablish relatisns and nornelize t» a certain
- extent the life and work of the L.a.D. In this oonnection, it is nec-
essary to state that the controversy on the question of the U.S5.8.R.
frund its repercussions in the department. Out of the five nembers
who coimp~sed it, two, Lebrun and ilontanez, deserted the banner and
ranks of the Fourth International. It should also be stated here
that in relation to our wark of coordincting the relations and ac-
tivities of the F.I. in the+kestin-Anerican countries, the Latin A-
merican Department did not receive the necessary cooperatirn from
our groups and sections'on ‘the Centinent, due meinly to the above-
mentioned reasnns, that is, that fact that our mrvement i®s in pro-
cess of political and nrgonizational foruation and that the Latin
anerican Departnent itself has been weak, net being able to to now
t» play the role ~f a genuine leading center, This situaticn is best
reflected in the "Boletin de Informacion," official nrgen nf the .
-L.A.D. The "Boletin" nnt only was not able to- nppear regularly; but,
also, wes not able to develop to the point of expressing the pnliti-
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cal and nrganizational problems which face the revolutionary nove-
pment in Latin America. Over a perind »f mnre than a year nnly seven
nuiibers appeared. . . o ' :

Surziing up, we propnse the following steps:

1) A reorganized, .provisional L,A.D. should be created, hav-
ing =8 its task the prcparati~n of the pnlitical and srganizantional
ground for a Latin American Conferencé with the object of clabora-
ting the necessary programmatic documents of the Fourth Internation-
al on the nature of .the specific problemns of the revolutinn~ry mnve-
nent in Latin America and to create the necessary leading bodies.

2) In view of the fact that we lack here the necessary forces
to carry nut the taske »f the Provisisnal Latin Anerican Departmcnt,
we conslder it necessary that an effort should be made to bring from
the Latin Americon countries a coarade in order to strengthen this
Center and thereby clso develop continentzl leadership.

.- '3) In this task we consider thet our North American Section,
which is the strongest not ~nly politically but also orgmnizationally
should in the future assume. more responsibility and pay more atten-

“tion to the work and problems of the Fourth Internatiosnal in the

Latin Anerican coumtries.

4) The 1ife of the "Boletin" should be normaliged. Now more
than ever, in view of the wnr crisis and in view »f the general
character of development of »ur forces on the Continent therc is an
absolute and indispensable need for such an organ.

May, 1940 Colay-Gnonzaleyg

P.S. After this .report had been drawn up, we received word from
Chile that the Groupo Internatinnalista Obrern, the Partidn Soc-
ialista Revnluti~narin and the Izquicrda Revnlutinnarin Sncialista,
the latter two, organizationg which recently split from the Social-
iet Party, havce fused their forces int» a.single nrganization under
the name of Partido Obrero Internatinnalista, and are asking for
admission into the Fourth Internatisnal. They inform us, also,

that the Partido Obrero Revnlutionario is conducting negncintions
to join the party. ' ;- ' :

Y1l

. _THE CANADIAN SECTION AND THE WAR
(An-OfganiZatiopal'Report) .
In the name of the Sncialist Workers League, Canadian Sectinn

of the Fourth Internati-nal, ve warnly greet the Emergency Oonfer-
ence nf the F.I., and in the spirit of revoluti-nary working class
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solidarity, salutc the gathered representatives. of our other sec- -
tions, - : :

Eight nonths of the war: in Canada - only country in the Aueri-
caf actively involved in the second i.perialist war - has ygt failed
4o stir up the Canadian people to.patriotic fervour. While it would
be too optimistic to say that there is widespread antipathy to Fhef
war as yet, a conservative estimate would be to say that there is.an
extreme apathy to the war. In this respect the present war begins
wherc the last one left off, a factor of tremendous significance to
us. , o S R

The fact of -the-war has had.one imeliate effect on our League.
Suddenly we found ourselves as the only political grouping opposed:
to the war. The various ’‘degrees of opposition expressed by other
groups does not change this fact.. - - : . o

Thc Bocialist Workers Leazue has held its cadres together, has
functioned effectively even under conditions of illegality and in-
creasing repressions, and has remained truc to the Bolshevik-Lenin-
iet program:of the Fourth International; uniupressed by the petty-
bourgeols clamor for a revision of darxism. Despite our limited for-
ces we arc fully conscious of the mandatory task of breaking out of
" isolation, .groving beyond our present role of propagandists. We
strive to recach into the nethermost layers of workers and farmers so
as to be in & position to assume lesdership in the inevitable storm
tomorrov, when the sullen passivity of: the masses makes a 180 degree
turn in the direction of ithss opposition to the war and to the regime
responsiblec for it. It is not excluded, indeed it ie more then like-
1y that the present intenesification of the fighting overseas, mark-
ing the real beginnins of the war and its prosccution in carnest,
will be accompenied oy on intcnsification. of patriotism, and sharper
repressions. This, however, will be a phase only. To facilitate to-
morrow'e developments in our direction, we scek to make our anti-war
position and activity felt throughout the country. '

-Factors in thc Situstion

The present. situation is influenced by .the.following factors:
1) the sharp rise in the cosi .0of living; '2) the heavy war taxes -
placed .on the people; 3; the ruthless order-in-council covernmeny oy
decrec .vhich has robbed thce people of their dewocratic rights; 4 }the
certain knovledg:2 that this vwar can -do nothing for then. ) g

'~ The war began just as Ornada was cnerging froum the 1938-39 re-
cession. Increased industrial activity was just being felt by the
trede unions. This trend was improved by domestic wer orders in the
ensuing months. The result Leae been to prod the trade unions into
activity with sonme memsure of success. Better orgonized lobor exper-
ienced 56 to 8% increases, which still is considerably behind the
15% risc in 1living coste. : : ' '

~ The famer, too, ves disappointed in his expectations of pros-
perity. The Allied policy of purchasing grzin frou those narkets ac-
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cessible to Germany, together with 2 neasure of price-incrcase con-
trol kept the Canacdian vheat prices down to very wmoderate increases.

The farmer was perhaps able to pay off some debts, but on the
whole renains in his pre-war state of poverty as the slightly i
proved price level of wheat vas more than offset by the price in-
crcasc of other commodities which he must purchase. The beginning of
the viar found the farmer in severce econonic straits. He was loaded
down with huge debts which consuied the fruit of his produce and
kept hiu in o state of semi-starvation. Since then, price increases
of the goods he mist purchase have far outstripped the nodest rise
in agricultural prices. Instead of the war iaproving his situation
as was expected initially, his position will steadily worsen. The
wmest will remain a seething cauldron of discontent and tremendous
revolutionary energy is beingy stored up on the prairies. As in the
lest war, so in the present, the west will prove itself a courageous
fighter against fimance capital, and possibly the opening spark in
the inpending cexplosion.

In the period shead, thercfore, the trouble zones will be in the
.econoniic spheres, viz., continuing rising costs and further crush-
ing texation on the backs of the poor. The government has already in-
dicated its intention of saddling the costs of the war on the nasses.
61% of the first war budget is to be raised by indirect taxation,
thoet is, on household comiodities, etc.

Changes in Econony

In this respect it is necessary to take into consideration the
najor changes that Cansdian economy has experienced since the last
war. In 1914, nining and manufacturing played an insignificent role
in relation to agriculture. In the quarter of a century that has c-
lapsed, wheat has been challenged as the major staple production in
‘Oanada. lost important of all has been the ropid advance of mining,
Today therc are some 190 mines in couparison with 50 a quarter of
a century sgo. Total mineral production for 1939 reached 470.2 nil-
lions, an all-time high for this country. Of this, 339.5 millions
was in the metals and 130.7 millions in the non-netallics such as
coal, petroleun, etc. The prolctariat in this industry number sone
100,000, a substantial portion of the populaticn with the inclusion
of fonmilies. If the C.I.0. is to challenge the union novement suc-
cessfully, it must penetrate this vast field, perhaps the most diffi-
cult fortress for labour to penctrate. While the west will rciain o
pmost important base for operation, the east will pley an infinitely
greater role in the mass upsurges thet will come. The concentration
of the proletariat since 1914 in o comparatively few areas dictates
the arena of our activity. '

The Cenadian Commonwealth Federation finde itself nationally
torn in two between the existing Cnldwell leadership vhich supports
the war "econnmically®" and the overvhelming sections of the member—
ship vhich support Woodsworth's pacifist positinn. This struggle was
reflected in the elections, and the sncial patriotism of the parlia-
nentary fraction of the Canadian socinl denocracy undoubtedly con-
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fused and checked the trend »f the nmasses towards labour politics,
the OCF vote remaining stztionary. The struggle -itsclf however, was
an incvitable development, and has tremendous significance for us.
The situatinn is in sharp contrast to the 1914 socialist betrayals,
when the nasses themselves were syept into the war on the weves of
patrintisn inundating the world »f that time. - T

Relation to_the 0.C.F.

The SWL nmust. recognize the OCF as a factor of major importance
in its road tn the masses. It nmust recognise the tremendous possibil-
ities of anti-war sentiment within 1t. It must nake cvery effort 1o
criticise bitterly the social-patriotism nf Coldwell and t7 cxpose .
the hopeless pacifism of Woodsworth., At the-present stage of the war
it will be advisable tn coropérate with the Woodsworth tendency in an
effort t~ decpen the rift rgeinst sncial-patriotien, at:'the same |
time clearly indic~ting the-linitations of its pacifist program.-In
this respect, valuasble .wnrk has alreedy been done with the youth
(OCYM-Croperative Comnmnnwealth Youth Movement) who are bitterly op-
posed to the war and seek support osgcinst the Ooldwell leadership.
Fracti‘ns should be reinforoed in every locality to keep pace rith
the growing developments. We.can find no . better legal front with
fruitful opportunitics fnr gonuine anti-war work than inside thc CCF.
It benrs rcpeating; we mmist penetrate it -everywherc and as dceply
a8 possibloc. S . L : . .

" The Stalinist Party

The Corrmunist Perty continues: t2 disintegrate. The nnss pctty-
bourgeois following nttrncted-te its ranks during the populsr front
days, was sloughed ~ff with the Hitler-St~lin pact, and tho subsequent
corrclated change in Oomintern palities, in line with the Kremlin's
foreign policy. Thesc rcuained the demncratic patrints they were and
left the CP. The largest secti-n.of -the OP nembership is composed of
European immigronts. The language secti-ns built ‘the CP and remain
its backbonc today. In the preceding years, .considerable portions
were lost, in particular, its Finnish .sectisn. The Polish campaign
has further disintegrated this following. Further adventurcs by the
Krcnlin in the prescent Buropean holncaust can nnly continuc this pro-.
cess. : : v ' S

The growing police repressions, ond illegalization in Ontarin .
nay check this tondency s~aevhat by lending fictiti~us prestige to
bankrupt Staliniem os the champion of the opprecesed. Certninly its
ronks have beon tightened in proparetisn for illegal existonce. But
lts chances of beenning a serinus frctor in Crnadian politics have
becen considerably harmed by the new turn. This is a scernd ficld of
operatinns which the SWL imust enter in a scricus way. The v~r has,
unfortunntely, checked the pnssibility of reaching the Stalinists by
way of our public platform. It is therefore necessery to direct our
grggaganda nore vigorously with the printed word and in personal con-

act.

‘Pogsibilities have never appcared brighter for the Oanadian soc—



- 14 —

tion of the Fourth International. We have faced the first test with
conplete success; our ranks have held firm. Defections were few and
of no great importance. Our work has not only continued but has ac-
tually intensified since the war began. The mandatory work of pene—
trating the mass organizations is being conducted vigorously. Sone
"legal" educatinnal work has been begun with success. Our natinnal
contacts have been naintained and strengthened. SOCIALIST ACTION
has been published regularly. Leaflets have been distributed on ev-—
ery important nccasion., A full-tine organizer has been maintained

at the centre and a part-tinme organizer in the field. The Grant De-
fense COomnittee has conducted an admirable ¢canpaign and is nHw nego-
tiatinz with the Civil Liberties Union for affiliation. The Grant
case has been nf great importance in putting us in the forefront of
dofensc work and anti-war work. An entire avenue of contacts has been
opened to us through this work. Our internatinnal ties are as strong
a8 ever and have been reinforced by special channels. We have exper-
ienced no casualties since Oonrnde Grant!s arrest, despite thesc man-
ifold activities and a rigorous police dictatorship,

There has been a steady imporvenent in the crmposition of the
League (80% proletarian on the outbresk of war and since then we
have shed off a few wenk-kneed petty-bourgeois elements) as our un-
erployed comrades are finding places 2gain in industry. This may be
only a seasonal econnnic upturn, usual in the spring, or may be ‘
norc protraeted, but it places our members in better relation to the
trade union movement, as they will be able to enter steel, railway
shipping, etec. for fruitful work. .

Our transitinnal program retains its former validity and the
slogans:- "For a Workers' end Farmers! Governnent; Expropriate the
50 Big 8hots; Wnrkers'! Control of Productinn; Food and Plenty, not
Guns and Bombers; Bread, mot Aeroplanes;" were used in connection
with our election prop~zonda. Though unable to participate in the e-
lections directly, several leaflet distributione were effected loc-
ally and natinnally edvancing a program built around the abowe slo-
gans. We intend to press forward even nmore vigorously this progran,
and in conjunction with our anti-war activity as a whole.

The econonic struggle of the masses will be the first and most
inportant step in the overthroaw of capitalism. This is the nost es—
sential aspect of revolutionary defeatism. If we are alert to cvery
developing nmond of the workers and farners, we shall be able to cx~
ert a maxinum of influence in a correct revolutionary direction,

May, 1940

(11211
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THE GOLONIAL WORLD
AND THE SECOND INPERIALIST WORLD WAR

(A Resolution)

: . 1. Half the world lives in colonial slavery. Colonies and sub-

ject lands cover more than half the earth's suface. More than one
billion people, yellow, brown, and black, are subject to the insig-
nificant minority of éuper-capitalists who rule the Western world.
The striving of this great mass pf dispossessed to be free represents
one of the two great progressive forces in modern society. The other
is the struggle of the proletariat in the advanced countries for its
emancipation. In their successful inter-action lies the key to the
entire strategy of the world socialist revolution. Nationalism in the
West 1s a tool of capitalist power, a weapon used to pit exploitpd
peoples against each other in wars fought by military and economic
means for exclusively capitalist intercsts. But in the backward, sub-
ject countries of the East, the nationalist movements form an integral
part of the struggle against .world imperialism. As such they must be
supported to the fullest possible extent by the working class of the
entire Western world. When together the toilers of East and West con-
quer power, gbolish capitalism, and build a socialist world econony,
the great national groups in the world will for the first time be ab-
le to live side by side amid & flowering world culture proudly bearing
its many racial and ethnic petals. Such will be the meaning of denoc-
racy and equality under world socialisn.

., 8+ Under the banner of bourgeois "démocracy" and bourgeois
"equality", the great cepitalist eémpires were built upon the exploi-
tation of the proletariat at home and the enslavement of weaker peop-
les overseas. In the three centuries of their growth, the capitalist
nations warred constantly to acquire and expand their colonial do-
mains, to defend them against the raids of rivals, or to suppress re-
volts of the colonial peoples. In 1914-18 the great imperialist pow-
ers fought to re-divide an already divided world. They succeeded only
in hastening the catastrophic decline of the capitalist system. The
revolutions the war engendercd, however, failed to establish in the
advanced West and the backward East the proletairan power which could
and can alone re-organize the world on a sociaslist basis. The work-
ers won and held power only in backward Russia. Capitalism survived,

- but only ta subject the world to the further agonies of its passing.
Twenty-two years after thé armistice of 1918, contorted by a crisis
they were powerless to surmount,  the imperialists plunged the world
oncé more into bloody conflict - Germany, Italy, and Japan to "ex-—
pand or die" - England, France, and the United States to defend and
extend  their world hegemony. - - ‘ o

3,,The,presentfinperialiSt wér continues' the struggle that began
in 1914 over the masvery not only of Europe, but of the wealth, the
- labor, and the markets of both hemispheres, of Asia and Africa, of



- 16 -

Latin America and Oceania. Great Britain is fighting again to preserve
its gigantic empire of 450,000,000 people spread across ong-quarter of
the globe -~ ten black, brown, of yellow slaves to every Briton, 135
sQuare niles of subject territory to every square mile at home. France
fights not only to dominate continental Europe but for its mastery of
75,000,000 slaves in its Asiatic and Afrjcan colonies. The smaller
slaveholders - Holland, Belgium, Portugal, Spain - face digmemberment,
fully aware that the lands they have plundered until now without exter-
nal hindrance are now forfeit as part of the stakes of the war. Ger-
naeny fights openly to win these spoils for itself. Italy secks the
jackalts share of the leavings. Japan has already been waging a war of
expansion in China for the past seven years and stands poised on the
edge of conflict with the United States for mastery of the chlfic,
for the wealth of Ohina and of the Indies. American imperialism, which
emerged the world's creditor from the last war, expects to emerge from
this one its undisputed master. But the ultimate decision does not lie
with the imperialist plunderers alone. They have renewed their armed
struggle for the domination. of the world. But the war fronte they haw
created shall be sundered by revolutions of the workers in every coun-
try. In the empirecs they defénd or seek.to acquire, national and col-
onial wars and revolutions never wholly defecated in the decades follow-
ing the last war, shall likewisc be renewed and upon & scale incompar-
ably greatsr then beforc. ‘ S

4. In 1914~18, Britain ond France successfully defended their po-
ssessions against the first German challenge. They divided the German
colonice betwcen them and tore like wolves at the fallen enmpire of Tur-
key. But thc war had strained the ilmperialist world until it had brok-
en at its weakest link. The OUctober revolution in Russia caused the
vwhole structure to totter. All of Oentrnl Europe was in convulsion. In
the colonies nationalist riovements, long limited and abortive, surged
into the new revolutio mary stream. When Versailles revealed the utter
perfidy that lay behind Allied promises of "gelf-determination of na~
tions, " the revolt became virtually general through all the vast do-
mains of the imperialist victors. The accunulated charges laid decp in
the subjcct lands during centuries of. oppression went off in a series
of traumendous explosions. For rore than a2 decade wars of national 1lib-
eration were fought, slave against master, in almost every subject
land on the face of the earth. o

5. The World War of the Allies againet Germany continuecd after
1018 in the form of o world war of the Allies agpinst the peoples they
bought'to keep in subjection, To ~nswer the Irish demand for freccdom,
Ingland sent the Black and Tons. Pronisec of ihdependence freely given
during the war to the Arsb peoples »f the near and Middle EZnst were re-
deened in the form of iron imperialist rule, r~sserted and nainteined
by bomb ~nd bayonet and gibbet. Natinnnlist insurrcctinns swept Egypt
and the rest of the Moslem world. The Turks slonc successfully von
their independence. The rest »f the Levant was brought forcibly under
imperinlist control. To the notionnlipt revolts that had begun in India
during the w~r, the British gove answgr in 1919 with the Anritsar nas-
sacre and British guns in that richest of all colonies hnve never since
been wholly silent. Genernl strikes and insurrections occurred in Ken-
ya, the Congo and other prrts of Africa. The Drusc revolt in Syria in
19235 alnnst broke the power of the French., In Morocco
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in 1925-26, the French joined the Spaniards to erush the Riff revolt
led by Abd-el-Krim, Prom 1936 to 1930 the French used the weapon of
unrestricted slaughter to check repeated uprisings in Indochina. In
1936-37 the workers and pcesants of the East Indies rosc in insurrec-
tion against the rule of the "democratic! Dutch, wielded by knout and
nachine gun ond bombing plane. In 1935-37 China, prey for a century
to all the powers, was swept by the greatest of the post-war nat-
ional rcvolutions. ' o

6. But imperialism succeeded in surviving the war and overcom-
ing the colonial uprisings. In Europe, ekcept in Russia, the revolu-
tions of the workers wore crushed with the treacherous aid of the
Social Democratic partice of the Second Internstional. The Russian
workers succeeded in repelling the interventionist amics of the Pow-
ers but renained tragically isolated. This isolntion, coupled with
the backwardness of Russia, nourished the growth of the bureaucracy
symboliz.d by Stalin. The Bovict Union entcred upon the long 2nd ag-
oniging period of its degeéncration. Western capitaliem sirmltaneous-
ly entored upon o period of relative stabilization. This corbination
of olemoents enabled the ifperislists to emerge victorious from the
national ond colonial wars th~nt followed the wor in Eunopc. o

7. Imperialism meintained its rule in the colonies and semi-col-
onies by open terror first of all. Thousandc were massacred and thou-
sands diced in prison.and in transportation betwgen 1919 and 1929. But
shecr force no longer sufficed. With the participntion of gre-t masscs
- of workers and pcasants, the colonial fovements acquired a nagnitude

previously unknown, The imperialists, therefore, renched out in every
important instance to draw to their side the notive exploiters - iand-
lords and aspiring capitalists - as a shield against the totally dis-
possessed nasses. The privileges proffered were limited enough but
were sufficient to bring into the imperialiet caup the dominant sec-
tions of the veorious native ruling classcs. Irclond was given "Free
State" status. India was presented with a "constitution" and Gandhi
rendered yeonan service to the British by repeatedly diverting the
Indian n-tionalist struggle into channels of compronise. In Egypt, af-
. ter crushing the nationalist revolt of 1919 with an expeditionnry

force of 60,000 troops under Allenby, the British eventually came to
terms with the national bourgeoisie and Egypt wrs granted the shadow
of a specious independence. Irak, and latér Syria, bcoome "independ-
ent" dependencics. In China in 1935-27 the workers and peasants rosc
in the grer~test mass revolt of the decade. But the Oommunist Inter-
national led by Stelin yoked the workers and pcasants to the national
bourgeoisie vwhich in its own time come to terme with the imperinlists.
By unitedly bncking Chi~ng K~i-shek ~g-inst the nass iajovement, the im-
perialists succecded in stemming the revolutionary wave that threat-
:neg {or o time to drivc them forever from their entrenched positions
n Asia. ' '

“B. While this prooess offered a temporary ."solution" for the
impqrialisg Tulers, 1t dbrought no solution to the preesing problems
Qfagjthg;colopial pegples, produced no adynnces out of thoir brckrarad-

ness;‘'provided 'no si{gnificant Gutlet for even o relative growth of

tﬁq;;;p:gduégiié;gggqeé,'xnssgngit"aéég;grmfédvtheiQXprOpriation of
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the colonial petty bourgeoisie, perpetuated the helotry of the colon-
121 péasantry? ang’incrgased,phe_burdens of the colonisal proletoriat.
The conceseions made by the imperialists to the native exploiters
were niggardly enough, but with the.onset of the world economic cri-
sis beginning 1929, not even these could be meintgined. The crisis
instcad cnormously sharpened the ontngonisms in the imperinlist camp
and led to new blows at the colonial pcoples. Japan began its drive
into China in 1931: Italy subjugated Ethiopia in 1935. The fresh
cleavages anong the powers led swiftly thence to the.outb;eak of

the new world war in 1939. For the coloniecg. the new imperialist war
offers the prospect only of decpening eéxploitation no matter vhether
the old masters remain or new nrsters take their place.

- 9. Gapitalism has already fully demonstrated on a world scale
that it no ltnger cotrespondd as a system of organization and opera-

- %ion to the developmerit of the productive forces. It can no longer
assure to the workers in the advanced countries even a subsistence
standard of living, Should it succeed in surviving the present war,
the totalitarisn form it assumed in the poorer countries (Italy, Ger-
many, Balkans) even before the conflict would soon become generzlized.
With the var only in ite opening phases this process is already clear-
ly visible in France and Britain. In the colonies in the past inmper-
falist rule has meant the stifling of economic development and the
perpetuation of backward economic and spcial relations in their nmost
oppressive forms, If an imperialist "solution" of the present world
gonflict is imposed, ~ still gre-ter rnte of exploitation will be
forced upon the colonies and the thraldom of the past deepencd pulti-
fold., The Western Allies.once more offer promises of "freedom'and.
"cooper~tion" after they win the present wor but acceptance of such
pronises only paves the way to the crueler deceptions of the Ver-
saillles of tomorrow. Germany, for its part, does not bother with de-

- ceptive illusions but fights openly to rule the peoples it can con-
quer by blood and iron alone. _ ' :

. 10. The hopes of libération of the colonial peoples are there-
fore bound'up5GVen'morevdeCisively.than evar before with the emenci-
pation of the workers of the whole world. The colonies shall be:. . freed,
politically, econoriically, and culturally, only when the workers of
the advanced countries put an end to capit~list rule ~nd set out to-
" gether with the backward peoplees fo reorgenize world economy on a
neéw level, gearing it to social needs and not to monopolist profits.
Only 4in this way will the ¢qlonial and seni~colonial countries be en-
‘abled to emerge from their varying stages of backwardness and toke
~ their-places as ‘integrel sections of an advancing world socialist-
cormonwealth. Drawn belatedly into the orbit of. world economy, the
- backviard countries h-ve to t=ke a gigantic leep forward, cconomically
and politically, to come ~breast of the advanced nations. Their ba.ck-
wardness is expressed nost cruelly in the preservation of feudal =and
semi-feudal agrarian relations holding fettered fast the vest peasant
millions. The imperialists super-inposed upon these the fettcrs of
onopoly capital, ncting either directly or through native agencies
(like the coupradores and later.the bankers of China), Thus the effort
. to renlize the most elementary reorgeonization of society along nat-
‘ional, democratic linee, brings the coloninl masses into collision
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with world imperiolisn.

11. The national bourgeoisie in the bnckward countries is in-
capable of effecting this tronsformation, even in o portiel manner,
becouse it means uprooting the structure of exploitation upon ~thich
their ovn position in society rests. The Russian revolution of 1917
produced proof positive that a backward country can tnke this great
leap forward only if the working class is capable of assuning the
lc~dership of the agrarian revolution ond guiding the deuncratic
strugrgle to n socialist solution under proletarian power. The nbor-
tive nntional struggles in the colonial and €emi-colonial countrics
from 1919 to 1931 were led, ~e in Indiz 2nd China, by the national
bourpgeoisie, They confirmed ~¢ain, in negotive forn, thnt the nation-
nl nnd dempcratic revolutions in the colonies can be successfully
carried out only by the proletariat in collsboration with the work-
ers of the advanced countries. The nntional and democratic transformo-
tion »f the bockward countries shall be possible only in o socialist

world,

12. Deaneratic »nd transitionnl slogons retain their full velid-
ity, hovicver, especially in the relatively more advanced subject coun-
tries like Ohina and India. The slogan of a Nationol or Constituent
Assenbly remgins the anst pnwerful lever for marshalling the nasses
in struggle. But into this slngan the revoluti~n~ry party »f the vwork-
ers must pour the full content of the agrarien revolutinn ~nd the
fight for nntinnal liboratisn, otherwise it becoucs an ensy neans »f
deception in the hends of the nationnl bourgeoisie, as it did in Chi-
na with Comintern help in 1937 and z@ain at the present time. The
denocratic struggle must not be left in the hande of the nntional
bourgenisie but must, under conditions of a rising nass nnovenent, find
expression in the craeatirn of workers, pcasants, and gnldicrs! coun-
cils on a lncol, provincial, and nati-nal scale, as orcans ~f nass
strugzle and sooner »r later as organs »f workers! pnwer. Such o pow-
er, counterposed tn that of the nationzl bourgenisie, will abne be
capable of carrying the demncratic rcvolutinn through to the end, 1ib-
eratinz the peasonts on the land and the land itself frou the grip »f
both native nnd foreign exploniters. :

13. In this struggle, the guiding policy of the workers' party
must be to preserve its own independence and the indepcndence of the
working class as & scparate and distinct politicnl force. In Chinn in
1927 the Comintern subnrdinnted the Ohinese COourunist Party to the
n~tional bourzenis Kuonintang, the Chinese working class to the natinn-
al bourgeoisie, with the result that the latter successfully crushed
the nass icvenent in return for o few crunmbs from the imperizlist
table., Althourh conditions of struggle vary widely froa colony to col-
ony, depending largely ~n the degree nf backwardness, the Chinese ex-
perience of 19235-237 reneins thé classic experience, the classic end
salutary lesson to all who fight for the liberation of the oppressed

- peoples of the East. The proletariat of India and China shall lead the

whole colonial world and they shall in their turn draw strength, lead-
ership and support from the wnrkers nf the West. For in this way alone
ehall the world be conquered, rebuilt, and freed forever from war and
oppressinn, from hpunrer and ignoranoce. '

May 13, 1940



