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THE EMERGENCY CONFERENCE OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

- The Emergency cdnferenée'of'the Fourth41nternationa1, attended
by mendated delegates of ten national sections, has been success-
fully conocluded! . : -

~ Called on’'the initiative of its United States, Mexican and
Canadian secticns, the Conference addressed the working class of
the world in a resounding manifesto urging the toilers of all
lands to make an end of the imperialist war by. initiating the world
socialist revolution. . S : ‘ - f ‘ :
) , S

The mandated delegates to the Conference represented sections
of the Fourth International in the United States, Germany, Belgiun,
Canada, liexico, Spain, Cube, the Argentine, Porto Rico and Chile.
Fraternal delegates were seated from the Australian and Chinese
sectlors and from the editorial board of the Bulletin of the Russian
Bolshevik-Leninist Opposition. Orgapizations affiliated with the

. 'Fourth International in England, France, China, Switzerland, and
Bulgaria, uneble to sénd_representatives or mandates because of
conditions of 1llegality and other adverse factors, sent declara-
tions of solidarity. The ravages of war and of ruthless internal
suppression*made it impossible for the affiliates of the Fourth In-
ternational ‘in Holland, Poland, Czechoslavakia, Scandinavia, Pal-
estine, Lithuania, Rumania, Indo-China, Bouth africa, and Brazil
to be contacted in time to obtain representation.

The World Emergency Conference met in strictest secrecy, due
to the conditions engendered by the wer, "soriewhere in the Western
Hemisphere" on May 19-28. Gathering in the tense atmospheré'of the
engulfing war, the Conference constituted the genuine voice of pro-
letarian internationalism. - ' ' :

. Neither the decrepit Second International nor the perfidious
“Third International, nor the internationgl federation of:centrist
squeezed lemons known as "International Workers Front" have nade
themselves heard by as wmuch as a whisper in this gravest hour in

- the history of the working class, for the second time within o
‘generation, when the uonstrous tanks of militarism and & thousand
'neéw horrors of war sweep over the battlefields, crushing the bodies
of millions of workers in uniform and scattering nillions of oth-
ers in civil life to the four winds, in search of refuge.

' - - Only the Fourth International, gathered in a World Conforcnce
has raised its voice to explain to the workers everywhere in the
clearest terms the situstion confronting them; to show them the
revolutionary way out of the crushing disaster that is overtcking
soclety disorganized by capitalism; to speak out to them in thec voice
of courege and hope vhich is the voice of the coning world soc-
lalist revolution. A > B

Meeting tvo years after the founding of the rorld party of
Bocialist Revolution on September 3, 1938, at Geneva, Switzerland,
- the Euergency Conference of the Fourth International drew tHe
balance sheet of the intervening period of war preparations and
the outbreak of war itself. It was able to establish the gratifying
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fapt that tho ovorwholming majority of its soections and mombors
throughout tho world had withstood tho tost of thoso - trying timos
in oxomplary fashion. Tho Conforonoo‘ununimOus;y reaffirmed tho
princivlos adopted at tho first World Congross' and claboratdd for
fiftoon yoars proccoding it within tho "Trotskyist"movomont.

Whilo tho organizations of tho opportunist intornat 1onals woro
cverywhoro showing signs of doop=-going disintogration and com=
plote puralysis, tho Conforoncoc was prosontod with ovidonce that
the Founth Intornetional not only hold its own, but sould rogisto¥
a distinet lncrcaso in numbers and activity in tho two yoars past,
dosnite tho illegalization of soveral of our scctions sineo tho
conclusion of tho Munich Pact. . ‘

Partlculorly hoartoning was the Organizational Roport, which
rcoordod considorablo growth of our movomont in Latin Amorioca
whoro our Chiloan commdos, aftor a procoss of unification wifn
lcrge "groups of proletarions brock ing ' with tho roformist Socialist
Party, aro ropldly bullding a moss orghnizatione.

A now scetlion hus boon constituted in-Bolivine In tho frgon~
tine and in Cuba, our scotions aro dovoloping thoeir influcnco in
tho mass movomoné.and-strtking root in the tradc unions. In othor
Souw th Amorican countrios now groups havo boen formed or arc in
tho procoss of formation. - _ '

In Austrglia our young Communist Icoguc has mado pafticularly
gratifying hoadway in winning ovor = wholo loading cadrc of mili-
tapts from tho Stalinist party. =~ - - : '

In Franco, dospito the outbroak of tho war, our scctior has
boon roinforcoé'by tho adhcronco to it of the bulkk of tho cctive
mombers gn the loft wlng of tho Contvist PSOP(Workors and Poage
ants Sooialist Porty)e - | I o ' ‘

, In England, our soction ebtainod such significant succossos
in tho lobor partica . . | #+ that tho rcformist buroau-
cracy folt impelled to ban guy mombers from affiliation oven bo-
forc tho wgr had ontorod its eritical stago and brought with it
governmental roprossivo moasurcse

In Iroland, the organization roport indicoted, a substgtial
group has boon formed, roquosting affiliation with tho Fourth In-
ternationale Similar dovolopmonts aroc roported in numcrous other
countr%os with which the Fourth Intornational previously had no
contacte . : ‘ '

In goneral, tho Organization Roport prosontod a piocturo of a
livo intcernational party growing dospitc tromondous obstaclos and
functioning as a singlo unit, o voritablo organized vanguard pro=-
paring to lodd into battlo the millions of tollers ovorywhoro whose

?acks arc cven now strailghtening up from undor tho hocl of capital-
Se : ' T ‘ '
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Tho ohiof work of tho Conforonso was tho proparation of a
Monifosto to tho World Working elasse Aftor oonsiderablo discuss-~
ion,“tho draft proposcd by tho Excoutivo Commlttoo was adoptod
with only minor amcndmontse This documcont is a uniquo rovolution-
ery achicvoment. It compriscs an nll-gidod panorama of tho world
in tho throcs of warj on acnalysis of the factors meking for tho
tpansformation of this war into o civil wor for o Sociallst Unitod
Statps of Zuronc on the rocd to o World Fodoratlon of Socinlist
Ropublics; ns well os a'cdl to actlon which ocontalns strotoglo
ond tocticcl dircotivoss

The Confercneo mot in tho shadow of tho dastardly GeP«Us's
attompt unon the lifc of tho outstonding leccdor of the Fourth In-
ternationcl, the foromost prolctorian revolutionist in the world
todcy, Lcon Trotskye In 2 rosolution adoptod by acclemction, tho
Conforoncc oongrotulatecd Comrndo Trotsky on his mirnculous cscoapo
from tho honds of tho Kromlinlts cssassinse It grocted Comrcdo
Trotsky ond his ' comprhion, Natallo Sodov, in heartfolt
words which oxprossod the vrofound n~pprcciation of rovolutionists
the world over for thoir dcvotion to tho orusc of tho world work-
ing clcss ond onxicty for thoir continuod wolfarc and scfotye

Lo
~ Rcoeclling the” groat namcs of such martyrs in the struggle of
the Fourth Intcrnational ns Loon Scdov, Rudolpsh Clomont, Ernst
Wolf ond Ignoss Rolss, horoos follod by tho hand of Coin Stelin!s
gummcn and killors tﬁo Conforonoco n»ruscd to sond grootings to tho
stout-hcartod and fonrloss militants of the Fourth Intcrnational
. now longulshing in tho coneontration comps and prisons of Hitlor!s
Gormeny; to comrodes Ri%nl, Stove, Weiltz and thoir frionds in tho
joils of Freonch Imporinlism; to tﬁo heroic soldicrs of thv Fourth
Intornzciontl imprisonod by Vargns?! Brezil, Motoaxas! Groood, Fran-
cols Spninji to our brothers in tho British colonics, clamped into
dungoons by Churchilll!s Englandj to tho dauntloss Bolshevik-Icnin=-
ists torturecd but unycilding, in the grip of tho Kromlin oligarchy:
to our brrve comrsdes plrcod bphind prison walls in Minnosota by
Rooscvelt's F.B.Ie ond to the class war prisoncrs cverywhcro
whoso nnnme is logion.

Mccting in the main to arm the Fourth Intcrnotional for tho
coming greot battles ngainst coapit~lism, in its hidcous foscist
as woll o8 1llusory "domocrotic” impericlist armor, and for tho
struggle to win the world working class over to this greot, rolent-
loss ond oxacting cousc against the lackeys of the bourzcols in
thc Sccond Intornational cnd the tools of imperinlism in the Third
Intcrnotionnl, the Emcrgeney Conforcneo also had anothor tcsk: To
pass judgomon% upon thosc woak~-knood pctty bourgcois oloncntsfoimer=
ly#nour ronks wvho »t tho first test of tho unfolding war run for
coveres It hod to denl with those who doscrtod undor tho pretoxt
of proposing a 'tonerotc" rovision of our program on tho quostion
of unconditioncl defenso of the USSR, which developed intc an onon
surrondor of the Mrrxist theory ~nd %ho princinlos ond troditions
of Bolshcvism, unon vwhose foundrntions the International hod beon
congtruocted.
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. Tho Conforcnco unanimously condomnod this rovisionist, pctty=-
bourgools tondonoy as roproscntcd by Burnham and Shachtmon:in tho
Socialist Vorkors Party of “the Unitod 3tatos and by Lebrun, Johne
son, Tyent and Anton in fhe Intornational Exocutivo Committbes It
~chargod thom with botr~ying tho tru$£~blapod-in thom by tho org-
anizations of tho Fourth Internationale. Thoe conforcneo donouncod
tholr futild offort %o split tho intornationnl organizot lon as
comtomptiblo trodchorys It callod upon . tho Sooialist Workors Party
of thd Unitod Statcs to sct o time limit.of ono month, within .
which all thoso suspondod for porticipaping in tho split cction
arc to signify thelr accoptnonco of tho dooisions of tho S.W.Ps
convention or olse suffor unconditional oxpulsion from tho pertye

e Taking noto of an oxtonsivo -report from.tho Fronoch Scction: of
tho Fourth Intornational, tho Emorgoncy Conforonco condomped tho
politiccl 1ino of tho Gilbort tondoney in that organiza fon; a
tondonoy which holds a dofontist viow. in rogard to tho USSR, simi-
. lar to that of the Shochtman-Burnhom minority of tho 3.WePo, as’
‘contrrry to Yho progrom and policy of tho Fourth Intornotionals
But whilo worning agailnst:tho contrist charnctor of this group

tho .Conforonco commondod the Gilbort tondoney: for its orgonizalion-
al loyalty 1n oondomning tho announecd split of Shachtman ond
Burnham cnd in dodlaring thomsclvos casegordenlly for."rospoct. in
action for mojority discivline and democratic centralism", -

The dccisions of the Conforgnec, roprosonting tho will.of cv-
ory sotivo scction ~blo to sond dglognoos or mandatoes, woroc do=-
‘clarod 1in o rosolution ns implomonting the progran an&‘grihoiplos
‘of ‘tho first World Congross and congcquontly binding for ol 1 sco-
‘tionse Tho Conforgngl notod that overy soétion and group which
hrd takon 2 doolsion in. tho mattor ond communice tod with tho:Excc-
- utive hrd ciready unroscrvedly dodlorod’ thomsolvos for tho moin-
‘fencneo of tho slogon of the Unéonditionsl Dofonso of tho USSR ond
- ageinst nll cttompts to revisc hoo program of tho Fourth Intorna-
tional, undortokon by tho petty=bourgodis opnositions .

Basod upon this nuthority, tho Enorgerley Conforonco dooidod
to cloct an Intornotionel Exccutive Committoo with reproscntotivos
f¥9¥h811 socilons, charged with cxocuting tho program and policics
OF 'YHC Fourth'International in tho courso of. tho wor, ~ad with tho
calling of a full world Congress as_soon o8 conditions mnko such
a stop foaslbloe With tho prosontation of the ronorts on cctivity
from tho scctions and tho oloction of tho inconming Intornnt ional
‘Exccutlve Comaittoc tho Emcrgeney Conforonco of tho World Porty
~of Soclalist Revolution closcd its scssions, firnm in tho convic-
“tion that the work of cohsolidnting the intorn~tionrl orgrnizagion
of providing it with o funetloning and outhoritative lecdorship’
nhd of oraing it with o linc of occtlon which ~lono can initicto
the workors! own cmenciprtion from tho toils of horrifying wér
~nd ruthlcss oxploitation hnd boon succossfully accomplishod,

b4
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DECLARATION ON THE STATUS OF THE RESIDENT I.E.C,

In view of the fact that the resident International Exesutive
Committee has virtually ceased to exist as such, the undersigned
must make known the following information:

l. The resident I,E.C. was set up in N.Y, immediately after
the outbreak of the war, its composition being determined solely
by presence in that city; an administrative secretary was assign-

gdlto work with the committee by the Political Cormmittee of the
.IT'P. : .

2, That committee was to serve as a secretariat with the

fullest possible participation of other members of the I,E.C.
present on this continent.

3. Immediately following the opening of the discussion in
the S.W.,P., a majority of the members of the resident committee
tended to align themselveg factionally with the Minority in that
party; failing to utilize their function on the committee in
order to mitigate the struggle and, in fact, ignoring the exist-
ence of the I,E,C, for all practical purposes., ' ’

4. This non-functioning of the majority of the members of
the resident committee was conclusively proven when I,E.C. mem-
bers Crux and Fischer and the representative of the Mexican and
Spaenish seotions, Munis, addressed it on February 20 with the
proposal to intervene in the Socialist Workers Party discussion
for she purpose of preserving unity. . The secretary of the com-
mittee forwarded this communication with Comrade Martel's and
his own endorsement. 1In spite of the extreme gravity and urgency
of the situation, no reply was received from Comrades Trent, Anton,
Johnson and Lebrun. - '

’ 5. Comrades Trent and Anton participated in the Cleveland
split conference of the Minority as members of that faction in
the S.W.P.; Comrade Johnson--without any authorization from the
British section and most certdinly without any authority from the
I.E.C, Comrade Lebrun endorsed the actions taken there, likewise
without the approval of his own section and witiout cansulting
the I,E.C., The only comrunication received by the I,E,C., from
Brazil in the recent period informs us that the section there
retains the position of “"unconditional defense of the wy,s,S.R.",
accepting the discipline of the Fourth International despite
differences of opinion within its ranks. It also reprimands
Lebrun for neglect of duty in relation to his own party. All
these comrades have thus acted behind the back of the Internetion~-

al Executive Committee and in utter disregard of their duties as
members of that body.

: 6., All our information says that the overwhelming majority
of the Fourth International remain true to Marxist theory, to our
Program, _to_our )
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political tradition anc to the organlzational principles of Bol~
shevism, The connectiins with Europe are.very difficult.’' But we
can end should immediately create a genuine Pan-American center
based upon the active sections, with the purpose of reestablish-
ing as early as possible a new International Frecutive Committee
really representing the Fourth Internatlonal and capable of con-
tinuous revolutionary activity,

7. To that end, and in view of the de facto non-existence
of the resident I,E.C.,, we fully endorse the initiative taken by
the American, Canadian and Mexican sections of the Fourth Inter-
natiohal in calling a Pan-American conference., The conference,
with the participation of all sections that can furnish mandates,
can and must establish at once a representative body which Wlll
replace the defunct resident I,E.C.

Endorsed by:: (Signed)
Munis, ' . _ Crux - .Martel -
Representative of Fischer Jones
Spanish and Mexican. -
Sections : ' Stuart Adminlstrative
o : Secretary, I.E.C.
Richardson,

Representative of
Canadian Sectlon

EOLSHEVIK-LENINIST PARTY OF GUBA
(SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL)

The Bolshcvik-Leninist Party, Cuban Scction of the Fourth
International, after a thorough. analysis, adopts on the. point of
defense of. the Soviet Union, which has been discussed 'in our Nowth
Amerlcan section, the following -

RESOLUTION
To maintain thu programmatic slogan of uncondltlonal defense
of the Soviet Union until such a time as ovents will make nccessary
a reevhluation of said sloggn.
Plegnim of the PrOV131onal Executive committec
(signed) Bode =~ General Secretary

Alonso .

Andrade Kamayen
Duran Rufo
Santiso

P.S. = In the opinion of the (uban scction the ‘
conduct of the opposition, in appropriating to itself the official
organs of the S.%,P, must be comdemned as disloyal, but at the same
time we rescrve for futurc discussion other points dealing with said
minority in the S,¥.P., on which we will likewise express our opin-
ion,

Havana, May 1, 1940



A

.+ «+RESOLUTION OF GREETINGS TO EA}A&IA AND LEON TROTSKY

The Emergency Conference of the Fourth International,. spnclu-
ding’its final session with all its tasks successfully accomp-
lished, sends you heartfelt greetings. Your fortunate escape from
Stalinist assassins is & great victory for the international pro-
letariat and for the oppressed people of the whole world. As cap-
italism in death agony wages a second world war, all its reac-
tionary hatréd and venomous spite of its tools is turned upon the
working class, particularly its vanguard. The attempt upon your
life is a measure not of the strength of reaction but of its ever-
deepening weakness and the consciousness that its mortal enemy is
the Fourth International. Your and Comrade Natalia's unswerving
devotion to the cause of the world working class despite the
‘greatest personal danger inspires all of us to increased courage
and self-sacrifice for the coming period. On behalf of every seoc-
tion of the Fourth Interngtional we pledge ourselves to all the
greater efforts to end the rule of Oein Stalin and to extend the
October revolution throughout the world.

RESOLUTION OF SOLIﬁARITY‘WITH‘OLASS WAR PRI'SONERS

Our revolutionary greetings go first of all to our comrades
everywhere in the world who are victims of the repressions of
cepitalism and -of - totalitarian dictatorshipse.

Oapitalism in its death agony vents its full fury above all
upon its most intransigeant opponents, the Fourth International~
iete. Our organization is the object of the most brutal and re-
lentless persecution by all the reactionary forces of the dying
capitalist society. Our comrades have been thrown into prisons and
‘concentration camps in the "democratic" countries as well as in
~ the fascist countries. Wherever the Fourth International is even
& potential threat to the existing order its cadres have been
hounded, jailed, and tortured.

During the sessions of this Emergengy Oonference of the
Yourth Internatioonal, Stalinist assassins raided the home of Oon-
~ rades Natalia and Leon Trotsky and riddled their bedroom with ma-
chine gun slugs. Robert Sheldon Harte, secrctary-guard in Com-
rade Trotsky's home was kidnapped and his fate remains unknowm.

. We dip our flag at the graves of Comrades Rastrollo, Galan,
Martin, llarza, end Cid who were executed in the Bpanish Civil
War, Yorty other comrades have disappeared -~ in all probability
exeouted by the butcher Franco. Others are in the prisons in Ma~
drid and Barcelona and in the forced labor brigades. To thosc hun-
dreds of our comrades who ars refugees now suffering in the con-
centration camps in France we send our warmest greetings. The time
:1%} not be long when they will be freed by the proletarian revo-
uvion, ‘ '
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Fauconnet, Pasque, Medei%os, 8calaios, Hans Freund, Isldor
Fassner, Erwin Wolf, Reiss, Roseini, Leon Sedov, Klement, Rigal,
Bchmit, Boitel, liber.t Your nahgs nre written Heross our banner !

‘In the United. 8tates we .salute .espedially those militants
in Minnesota who heve been persecuted by the FBI .and eantenced
by the bourgeois courts to the federal penitentiary.

~ Throughout Latin America under bloody. and arch-reactionary
dictatorships ‘'which continue to exist only by vi¥tue of support
from Washington, D.0., ‘and Wall Street, our oomradcs arc in.ex-
ile, ,ecrving ‘long ‘prison sentences, .or have been murdered. But
far from weakening, their:voiccs speak out, reaffimming their un-
‘ghakeable faith in the victory of our esusa.. '

. From. Indo-Chine oppressed by French imperieliem, our com-
rades, hounded, imprisoned, driven ‘under round; nevertheless moke
their voice heard -.the unconquerable voice ¢f the oolonial
slaves who arc even now gathéring strength to breek the chalns
loaded upon them by demosratic ilamporialisme S :

_ In Ghina, our comredes, evan while in tho front Tenks of the
Chinesc armics facing the Japanese invader, aré sfabbed in the
back by the agents of Chiang Kai-8hok and Stalin.

Our heroic Greck comrades, dozens end dogens of whom still
-languish on the prison-islends of Uetaxas,; hold aleft with magnif-

‘icent valor the banner.of aocialist-:pvolution.f-

The concentration caups and prisons of Nagi Germeny are full
of devotcd militents, iaplaceble Trotskyist revolutionists who
‘are standing resolutely cgainst the exeoutioners unleashed by
. Hitler.:Our comfaies in Ausjria, -Czocho-Blovakia, Poland; Den-

. mark, Norvay, Belgium and Hollend are suffering Under the heel of
Hitler. Some of thow have been transportod from the newly con-
quered territories into Germany where their fat~ ramins unknown.

- We éalﬁtevthoée‘yoﬁng unknown revolutionists who in Russia
fall under the Mausers of the GFU-s%ill crying "Long Live Trotsky

~None :0f these repressions, these tortures, these assassinae~
tions .shall stop us, for cur task.is laid out for us by history
-and we are guided by our.invincible program of socialist revolution
and not by the mctivitice.of sadistic -policc or of state terror-
mechines, no matter how powerful and totalitarian,

The .Emergency Confcrence of the Foufth Internmational sends its
-greetings and ‘its. solidarity to all revolutionary militants thrown
into bourgeois pricens. Lota the fascist and the "democrotic," as
- well as the Stalinist prisons. It cells on all comredes, sympethi-
zers, and class-conscious proletarians to put into. practice their
-feelings of solidarity with gll thc militantse who have fallen vioc-
tim to Stalinist terror and capitalist oppression. Thc very salve~
.tion of. the socialist rcvolution requires that thosc militante
who are so sorely tricd should fecl that they are supported by an
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internctionel soliderity which is aetive and cffective,

Today's*sacrifiocec is tomorrow'!'s guargntce of triumph. The
proletarian revolution, victorious under the benner of the Fourth
International, will avenge the comrades who have fallen, and res-
cue from their prisons those who languish there.

: The Inddpendent Communist Party of Puerto Rico (Bection of
the Fourth International):

1. Disavows and condemns the minority of the S.W.P. for aband-
oning the official program of the Fourth International on the gques-
~ tiqn of 2he defense of the USSR by putting the Soviet Union in the

sape imperialist gamps as the capitalist countries which are fight-
én% for the redivision of $he world, and proposing only corditional

aiense, -

2., Oondemns and repudiates the said minority for its conduct

after the convention decisione of the 8.W.P, and declares that
stid minority, by acting as it did, 'not only placed itself outside
the ranks,of the Fourth fnternational but in open struggle against
it, weakening the fighting ability of the only genuine revolution-
ary vanguard, sowing confusion and throwing mud at our outstanding
leader Comrade Trotsky, who is recognized even by the bourgeois
world as Revolutionist No. 1 of the present-day working class.
r 3. Reaffirme onoe more the decieiom adopted in Switzerland

by our, last International Oongress dnd rejects the idea that these
decisions can be changed and revised in an anarchistic manner,
without an international diseusfion, by an international center,
through the election of delegates'of all sections. Reaffirms once
more its agreement with and acceptance of democratic centralism
which was violated in a typical petty bourgeois manner by the said
minority whick, after six months :0of free discussion refused to ac-
‘¢ept the deoisions of the majority and instead ook up an open, pub-
lic struggle, anti-proletarian in character, againet the decisions
of the International, trying to arrogate to itself powers most ar-
rogantly, to give directives to other sections, .deprecating in its
writings such sections as the Mexican and Canadian, calling them
insignificant. :

4. Considers necessary the lumedate convocation of an inter-
national conference which will examine the situation and resolve

it on the basis of the already adopted principles which will serve
best the World Socialist Revolution and jts vanguard, the Fourth
Intexnatianal.

~Independent Communist Party of Puerto Rico
(8ection of the F.I.) Central Committee

San Juna, Puerto Rico (signed) lLouis Vergne Ortiz, Polit. Scc.
May 5, 1940 . ' ’
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT ON THE IL.E.C,

The Confeorcnec takes notc of the following additional consid-
crationsin cndorsing: thc Detlaration of Crux, Martel, Fischer,
Joncs, .Stuart, Munis and Richardson on thc status of tho_residgnt
IZEeCyh ¢ - o ‘

, 1, Isebrun, Johnson) Tréfit and Anton constitused an-accidental
mojority of the resident I{E4f, The outbreak of the war put into
effect automatically the proposal adopted by the first World Cong-
ress, 1s0sy that the work of the Intermational . . . be trans-
ferrcd to this side of thc oceah. The. four above-mentioned plus
Mortcl were thc only IL.E.C, members present ih Novi York at the time
~When -thc change of seat,.taok place, It was understood , however,
~that ag many I,E.C, menbers ag ‘could be reached would 'be partici-
pating in the deliberations of the Exeéqutive, Unfortunately, only
Jonss, Cruxy and Fischer of the I,E.C, could be gotton in touch
with f r consultations, War densorship and other difficultits -
that arose made it impossibie ‘to maintain correspondence with' others,

2. Lcbrun, Johnson, Trent and Anton took advantage of their
accidental me jority to betray ‘the trust placed in I.E.C, ‘membérs
by thé World Congross, It is obvious that the Intcrnmational Excc-
‘utive Committes and consequently any working ‘body of it had as its
primary duty to defend thc program of the Fourth International as
adopted by the Congress until such time as a ncw congress’could be
called to change that frogram,. Lebrun and Co, g ‘proposcd
that the &logan of unconditional defense, to bogin with, bc dropped

, ., and later even advocated a change to a position

of outright defeatism in tne USSR, ) - : They thus vi-
olated thc program and decisions of the Congress by whose author-

1ty alone they hold positiens on the I,E.C,

3, Aside from thcir programmatic violations, this majority of
thc resident I.E.C. complstely abdicated any authority which it
might have had ‘immediately after the initiation of the discussion
in-thc S,W,P, in the United Statcs, Although having a majority in
the resident I,E,C,, they not only did not ses to it that meet-
ings were held and questions of international discipline or of in-
ternational aid in moderating the struggle in thc S,W,P, were taken
up, but on the¢ contrary, failed to respond whén called to ordsr by
the administrative secretary of the committee whose selection they
" unanimously endorsed, - .

4, When the danger of split threatcnod in the S.,HeP., they
took sides with thec splitters 'and joined them in the unheard-of
proposition of allowing a group within the International to issue
a public organ with a line of policy contrary to thc principles
of th¢ Fourth Intornational, This they did instead of acting reo-
spons1bly as trustees of the International organization when thsy
were requssted on February 20th by ILE,C. membors Crux, Fischcr
and Martcl to join thcm in an attempt to moderate the tendency
toward split, That was a fimal act of abdication of duty and re-
sponsibility on their part and made neccessary emergency action on
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the part of the sections of the Fourth International and all those
within it loyal to its program, -

b¢ It 1s important to mention that Lsbrun and Co, represent ab-
solutely nothing within the rarks of the Fourth International now,
The authority of Trent and Anton rested upon the mandates given to
them by the American section. The American section has since com-
Pletely repudiated them by an ovarwhelming ma jority, The authority
of Johnson rested upon the mandate given him by the British section
but the British sectton in-"its organs and in all communications
recelved condemns defeatism in the Soviet_ Union amd continues to en
dorse the entire pro§ram'or the Fourth International, including the
position of unconditional dcfense of the USSR, Lebrun's ethority
rested upon the mandate given him by the Vorld Congress as repro-
sentatlive for the Iatin-American sections, All of the ILatin-Ameri-
oan sections, to our knowledge, have expressed themselves in favor
of maintaining the position of unconditional defense, that is, of
remaining loyal to the decisions of the First World Congress, and
to tho principles of the Fourth Intornational, Even his own section
the Brazilian, in a letter mentioned in the Declaration declared
itsclf ready, although a strong dcfeatist tendency exists within its
ranks, to continue to advooate the slognn of unconditional defense
until an international dccision is roached, Thus all of the above-
montlonod have bocome individuals without any authority in thec ranks
of the Fourth Intornational, They represent. nothing and nobody but
themsolves now that they havo botrayed the trust placed in them by
" the last World Congross, ' ,

6. The Emorgeéney Gonforonce, because of thc fact that a major-
4ty of tho previous rosident Exccutivo Committee violated the prin-
ciplos and decisions of tho Fourth International and have actually
participated in helping to split e most important seotion of tho
Fourth Intcrnational, considers justifiable thc action of the United
Statcs, Canadian and Mcxican sections in calling the Conferonco. for
the purposc of designating an authoritative and functionming ‘Exccu-~
tive Committéo’td ¢arry on the work of the.Intermationmal,

' 7e¢ The Moxican, Unitod Statcs and Canadian scctions togothor
with the loyal members of the I,E.Ce in calling an omorgoncy congress
to cloct a new oxocutive. organ, acted as they wero duty-bound to act
in order to guard the Fourth Intornmational against disruption in tho
trying period of wars amd social convulsions that wo have now cntorcd
upons Their action is to bec commended as a sorvice to tho cntirc In-
tormtional and to the rcvolutionary vanguard of tho working class

of thc whole world, _

8¢ Tho ‘composition of tho Conforoncc which includes tho mane
dated roprescntatives ‘of the Unitod States, Canadian, Mcxican, Span-
- ish, Bolgian, Pucrto Rican, Cuban, Gorman, Australian, and Chiloan
soctions, and has roccived statomopts from Argoentina and Uruguny,
is oof that our Intcrnational is rcady indocd to moot cmergencics
as thoy arisc, Its unanimous .docision to repudiatc the splittors and
to uphold the program of tho Fourth Intermatiomal car-
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rics with it thc backing of every active section of the. Fpyrth In-
tornationnl, It therefore fools fully justified in placinﬁ?uthor—
ity of the Intornational in gn exccutivc committes elected by it,
whoso duty it shall be to speak in the name of the World Party of
Socialist Rovolution and to carry on its work with full power to
act until such a time as a.full congress of the Fourth Internation-

al is oncc again mado,possiblo!.

RESQLUTION ON UNIFIGATION OF THE BRITISH SEGTION

Tdking cognizance of tho fact that all reports from England

point to o rapid revolwtionary developmont ir the labér movement
of that country, and

~ That a broad unorganired Trotskyist sentimont alrcady exists
within the 1attor'a'ranks, and -

Furthormorc that tho British official soction of the Fourth
Intornmntional, the Militant Labor ILcaguc, has achicvod substantial
- progrcss by its work insidc tho“Britishyﬁabor Party, .

: Tho Emorgoncy Conferemge of the’Fourth Intérnationnl depleres
-the fact that no less than four groups claiming adherence to the
Fourth Intcrnational exist outside thc rdnks of our official seé-
tion in Great Britain, and that tremendous cfforts and useful on-
orgy ore wastod in maintaining four scparate organieationd as well
a8 publications outsidoc of thc organization - onorgy and matcrial

'yesources Which could be of ifmmense voalue to a unified British sec-
tion « devcloping tho alrendy growing influence of Trotskyism in
England into a poworful, untted, organizcd revolutionary forcc,

Tho Conference calls upon the Revolutionary Workers Lsague
(RoWoL. )y tho Workors International League (W,I,L. ), the League
of Labor Youth (L.L.Y,) and all othor groupiigs claiming adherence
to the ideas of Marx, Engcls, Lenin and Trotsky to rcalize thc ser-
iowneed of a single section of the Fourth Intermational in Groat
Britain, to give up their separate organizations and to merge with
the Militant Labor Loague into one powerful organization,

The Conferonce furthormore calls upon the Militant Laber League
to make such organizational concessions to groups claiming adherence
to the Fourth Intcrnational ws will holp them Find thoir way to a
unified organization without giving up any of the principled posit-
dons and without contravening any of thée desisions made by thc First
World Congress of the Fourth International,

. .The Emergency Conference of tho Fourth Intornational hails the
coming unifiod British scction, It grocts in it the vanguard in the
strugglo for thc revolutionmary socialist solution fér the war: the
overthrow aof its rottcn, deoanyed, imperialist bourgeoisic,
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RESOLUTION ON THE IN'ERNAL STRUGGLE IN THE SOCIALIST WRKERS B RTY

1, Tho rocent split in tho Socialist Workors Party, official
soction of thc Fourth Intcrmational in tho Unitod Statas, come as
tho rosult of an attompt by a potty-bourgcois minority to revise
tho fundamtntal program of tho Fourth Intarmational upon uncondite
lonal defonso of tho Soviet Union and tho rofusal of this minarity
to abldo by the docisions of the majarity in tho somvontion callod
to docido tho issues "'in disputq,

2, In attompting to rovisc our program calling far wncondit-
ional dafonso of the Soviet Unjon without at the same time rolating
the proposod rovision to thc quéestion of the class charactor of the
S_ovigt Union; which tge Fourth Intermatioral has axhaustively ama-
lyzod as a dagenerated Vorkers! Stote, the petty-bourgeois opposit-
fon was guil¥y of © Yw‘ﬂ'&?ﬁéﬁ‘ZT revesion of the ‘meth'oﬁolc)gy og
Morxism, ‘On tho party of Jamos Burnham, idcological loadqr of .tho
%roup, this attompt at rcvisionism wes oxtonded to comploto rojoc-

ion of tho basic principles of scientific socialism as first pro-
gougd;% by Marx and Engols and subgequently developed by Lenin and
rotsky, .

3¢ Tho attcmptcd rovigsiaon of our fundamcntal principlos was
bcgun bz_tho potty=-bourgoois oppositior fmmodiatoly aftor tho sign-
ing of tho Hitlor-8talin-pact and gainod impotus with tho out¥roak
of tho second World Var, thus aleoarly indicating that tho foroe
pushing tho potty-bourgcois elements of the party into opposition
to the Fourth Intermational was the war pressure of the democratic
bourgeoisie,

4, Not only did the petty-bourgeois opposition attempt to ro-
viso the fundamental principles and political conclusions of tho
Fourth Imernational; it attempted also to revisc Bolshevik organ-
izational mothods. The opposition participatod in tho April conven-
tion of tho Socialis® Workcrs Party, thus rscognizing the authori-
tativeness and validity cf the conmvemion, Nevertheleps it rejected
the majority decisions and in flagrant violation of demooratic cen-
tralism launched an indevcndert press in opder to appeal to the
public in its attack against the Pourth International,

In view of the previous discussion whigh was condugted with
tho fullest mocracv in accordance with 4he best traditions of Bol-
shevism, and /view of ihe guarant®es for the minority to continuc its
factional existcnce, 10 present 1ts viewi to th¢ party in an Intcr-
nal Bullotin even afier the convention adjourned, and to hold posts
in all the l2ading bodles regardless of the views of the members of
tho opposition and without penalty fcr their previous infractions of
party disciplinc, this rejection of the comwention decisiors by tho
‘mombors of the oppositicn and their subsequent desertion from the
party oan be interprsted in no other way than as additional evidence
of thc pasty-bourgoois charactor of tho opposition,

Tho Emérgonoy Conforonce of tho Fourth Intornational emdorses
the action of tho American section of tho Fourth International in
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suspending all those who violated the decisions of ite April con-
vention.

The Confercnce suggests to the W.C. of the §.W.P. that it set
a definite time limit of one month after publication of Confercence
decisions within which the suspended nenbers must signify their
acceptonce of the Convention decisions under penalty of uncon-
~ditionel expulsion from the party. .

: S5y The Energency Oonfercnce of the Fourth International |
views the struggle of the prolatarian majority in the Socialis%
Workers Party as a struggle in defense of the program of thc
Fourth International frow the heights of its Marxist theory right
down to its Bolshevik organizational principles. The Energoncy
Gonference calls upon all the sections of the Fourth International
to solidarize themselves with the Socialist Workers Party in

this struggle.*

RESOLUTION ON THE FRENOH SECTION
Having taken cognizance of the Politiccl Report as well as
the report on activity submitted by the central committee of the

Committees of the Fourth International (French Section) the Emer-
gency Conference of the Foufth International resolves: °

1. To greet the French conrsdes end to assure them that ev—
ery effort will be made henceforth to 2id theim in every possible
vay. A

3. To commend them for their energetic work carried on hero-
ically under illegal conditions.

3. In view of the political line expressed in the letters
of Gilbert, : :

a) To condemn the Gilbert ndency of the central comaittee
for its defeatist position with regard to the USSR and for its’
attenpt to contravene the line of the first World Congress of the
Fourth International in this respect. ' '

b) To commend the Gilbert tendency for its organizationsnl
‘loyalty to the Fourth International as expressed in the couments
of Gilbert regarding the factional struggle within the Socialist
‘Workers Party of the United States. ‘ ‘

¢) To inform the French section that the democratic guaran-
tees proposed in their Political Report for a solution of the
struggle have been net by the convention of the §.W.P. held ¢t the
conclusion of a seven monthe! discussion and have been rejected by
the splitters of the Shachtman-Burnhan iinority.

d) To request the Gilbert tendency to publicly disassociate
iteelf from the splitters in the 5.W.P.

#See correspondence with Workers Party on Pages 15, 16.
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4+ To inform the French Section of the circuustances surround-
ing the holding of the Euergency Conference of the Fourth In-
ternational and to inform it further that until guch a time as
a full-dress congress of the Fourth Interndtional is made feas-
ible, the decisions of the first Congress, further confirmed ,.
by thie Emergency Qonfercnce, are binding upon all sections. *

6. To remind the French section that the American minority,
completely ‘supported by Gilbert 'in ite defedtist position on

the USSR, challenged the vhole conception of Marxist politics
and revealed itself as 'a cgntrist tendency; to advise the French
Section thet a continued pursuit of the line containedAn the
Gilbert letter can lead only to the dame centrist swvanp.

OORRESPONDENCE #1TH WORKERS PaRTY
a. Letter from National SeQrefq:y of W.P. |
Dear Oomrade 8.3

By decision of the Politiccl Committee of tle Workers
Party, Bection of the Fourth Internctional, I am duthorized to
request you to inform us of the time, place, and agenda of the
Internation:l Gonference which the recent convention of the .
‘Bocialist Workers Party in collrboration vith the Oanadian and

Mexican Sections, decided to convoke.
The Workers Party, despite its views on the manner in whiéh
the conteuplated confercence wes convoked, is desirous of send-

ing delegates vho can porticipste in the conference in what, in
our vicw, are the best interests of the Fourth International.

Fraternally yours,

Moy, 1940 (Signed) M.S., Nat'l Sec'y.
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©s Lotter to Workcrs Party fron Energency Confercnce

ﬁeqr Oonirades:

!ﬁ !ﬁpii to gour letter of —— I have been instructed to convey to
you the following resolution adopted by the conferencet

RESOLUTION ON THE BASIS OF REPRESENTATION

The Enerfency'OOnference of the Fourth International, organized on
the initiative of the United States, Mexican and Oanadian sections,
is now in session. The following sections are represented by man-
ated delegates:

Argentine, Belgium, Oanada, Ouba, Gerneny, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
Spain, the United Btates, and the Bulletin of the Russian Opposition,

The Oonference has received and considered the request of the Work-
ers Party to .par ticipate in the Conference. On this point the Con-
ference ndopts the following regul-~tionsi

1. The Bocialist Workers Party, United Btates Section of the Fourth
International, is participating in the Conference by nandrted rep-
resentotives. It is the only orgeonization in the United Stotes en-
titled to voting rights.

2. If the Workers Party of the United Stntss desires to participate
in the Oonfercnce it may do so on the condition that it recognizes

the authority of the Conmference =nd agrees to aecept its decisions.,
On that baels the Workers Party is invited to send fraternal dele—

gatee to the Conference.

On receipt of & declaration from the Workers Party that it accepts
the above condition, its delegation will be notified of the time
and the place of the next session of the Conference.

Fraternally yours,

(Signed) J.S.,
Secretary of the Ener-
gency Conference of the
May, 1940 Fourth International



ON THE SITUATION IN SPAIN AND THE TASKS OF THE BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS

Since the declaration of the war, the political work of the
S8panish Bolsheviks has been almost coupletely suspended. All our
comrades are scattered in the concentration camps, work brigades,
with few worki reedom. The possibilities of political contact
among them are very rare. Ezsch group umust carry on independent work
end discuss by itself those problems vhich arise. According to re-
cent reports our courades in different camps have been putting out
bulletins writien by hand containing discussion material on the war
and on the POUM, The problen of the nature of the Soviet Scate and
of the defense of the USSR has been discussed also wherever condit-
ions have permitted. The reports indicate resolutions favoring the
point of view of the Fourth International.

Despite this forced condition of political dispersement our
comrades maintain continual personal contact among themselves and
vherever a few Bolshevik-Leninists manage to reunite their immed-
inte constitution into a political group gives them a superiority
over vhatever other political formatione still exigt. (POUM, anar-
chists, socialists). This has enabled us to win over at last some
uilitante from the POUM. Oontact between the Spanish and the French
corirades is assured by one of our militants vho acts ae & directing
and coordinating center.

This ie certainly not an important balance, but it deamonstrates
at least the politiocal homogencity and the militent spirit of our
courades. The POUM with econonic means and e nmuch greater nunber of
militants than we, has not been able to do enything better. Their
militants have been completely abandoned and sone scarcely maintain
amicable relations, In regard to thie sane party, shortly after
var was declared, it affili-~tcd with the J.A.R.E., Indalecio Prietals
orgenization, under pretext of helping the refugees, which of
course ie a cover. They arc giving effective support to Anglo-
French inperialism. No official declaration of the POUM concerning
- the war is known. All informrtion from our courades is in ngreciient
concerning 2 tendency msong the porty heads to consider the rcestab-
lishnent of the wonarchyin Spain a8 o favorable fact. Such & tenden-
cy lecns, as in tho socinlists ond Republicans, towcrd support of
the Allied imperialisms vhich could goin by restorction. Thue,
through its silence, if not through declorations, the POUH is very
far from having adopted an internctionrlismt position. The prcscnce
of Gork;n in the Congress of the anerican Socislist Party cccentu-~
atee still more the tendency towards deiocratic inperialisa,

In reality, ~11 the political tendencics orc non-existcent ciweng
she refugees living in France. For the right of asylua, the Socini-
ist ~nd Anorchist leadere pay France with their support, the con-
slaeration of which rirkes thea ever the object of the French govern-
nent, In regard to the ronk =nd file, the best nilitant fightcrs,
wko ore still found in Frrnce in the najority, hove been cowpletcly
abandgned and this induces thexa to loan their services to the "den-
ocracies" in the brigndes of forced labor. A p~rt of the ~nrrchist
lead?rs, ~rong then the foruer :ilitery he~ds, Garcin Olivar and
Santillan, are trying to fora o political party with all the charac-
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scristiocs bf the old reforaist parties. The opposition encountcred
anong their own botton ronke has held bpck thi@ cffort, But Spanish
anarchien is unnistakably headed toward an iuportant split in which
I consider it possible to win over to our tendency excellent revolu-
tionary nilitants. On one side there will be the worker and revo-
lutionist base of the CNT. The apolitical prejudices encountered in
this section are nmixed with a deep revolutionary epirit and the bal-
ance which they instinctively drew of the Spanish events is not as

a vhole favorable for the anarchist principles. In Mexico, Banto. Do~
ningo =2nd France we have anarchist worker contacts who view our ac-
tivities with the greatest syapathy, taking an interest in discuss-
ions with us and beginning %o draw from their reflections on the
Bpanish experience revolutionary political conclusions. I consider it
inportant to cite ny personal experience in Mexico with a leader of
the Anarchist Youth with .whom I had discussed many times in Barcelon-
a since the Wlay days. His first words upon recognizing me in one of
the § penish refugee locals in Mexico was to recall our discussion
in Spain: *I have thought many times about vhat you said then and I
consider that you were coipletely correct,® were his words. The an-
archist principles have lost their hold on these conrades. His en-
tering the Bolghevik camp is solely a question of time and of good
work on our part. I consider that there is a serious perspective of
gaining ¢ cong-iderable number of ancrchist vorkers in the enigration.

Within Spain itself they have begun to ‘reestablish contacts.
Already vic hove connections with Madrid and Barcelons, for exemple,
conrades vho have been imprisoned or detained in the Franco concen-—
tration conps. In Madrid all the courades who have not been detalned
have begun their activity ngoin.. They have contacts with the anar-
chists and are disuussing with then, but their personnl situat ion is
very precarious. Being known in the majority, they are conpelled to
live under assumed names nnd it is inpossible for them to find work.
In Barcclona 2 young comr~de is in danger of being condemned to
death. He is of peasant origin and with excellent political qualifi-
cations. According to information from CQonrnde OGarlini, who lived in
Brrcelona under the Franco regine for eight nonthe, the demoraliza~
tion of the proletariat is great and is accentuated still aorc by
the miscrable conditions, which are worse than during tho war. But
the spirit is evidently of pnssive hostility t6 the regime =nd in
sone regions such as Asturine and Andulasin, active hostility. This

passive hostility extends cven zmong certoin elements of the rural
and urban petty-bourgeoisie. Proof o2 this is furnished by the fact
that Couarade Carlini wrs able to meke the trip from Barcelona to the
French frontier on foot without moncy, asking hospitality froa the
peasants ~nd directions in order to ~void the vigilance of the.
Civil Guard. '

In the nmountains of the provinces of Andulasia and asturins
nuierous groups of aried nen still exist vho zre hostile to the Civii
Guard ocnd vho conduct eudacious acts ~gainst fascist elements. I
nyself have scen o proclanetion of the Franco ~uthorities directed
"To the fugitives in the wountains®, inviting then to surrender and
trust in the "clemency of the chief'. It seeiis to be obgcolutely evi-

,\detached
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dent thaot in soue siall villages 21l the -~ble-bodied men are in the
pountains nnd the authorities are powerless to break up the solidar--
ity of the towms,

Although the reginme of Franco encounters other difficulties in
addition which it is not necessary to enumerate here, this does.ndt
nean to say that its near downfall should be expected. It is pote-
ible that the evolution of the European war will bring sbout the
reestablishnent of the monarchy, but as for this eventuality, as in
that of the consolidation of the systen of the Spanish Falonge, cv-
erything permits us to hope that the Bpanish proletariat will be
capable of naintaining a strong illegcl novenent against Fascisn,
And for oulr gart we must direct all our forces to help in the cre-
ation of active illegnl nuclei of the Fourth International.

We have the essential basic factors neceseary to accouplish
this. Some capable nilitants have reméined in Spain: excellent con-
rades are ariong the enigres. In addition, the Anarchist, Bocialist
nnd even St~linist sectors ore sufficlently accessible for aritical
constructive work. The first state, which consists in the reuniting
of the principal courndes in kexico, is on the road to being rea~
1ized. Upon ourselves, and the solMlafity of the international org-
anization depends the successful realigation of the following stages.
1t is nececsary to create 2 strong Bolshevik-Leninist novenent among
the emigrec and to work out the waye of penetrating Bpain. We need,
as an irmediate ninipun, material aid vhich will pemit us to suse-
tain our regular weekly organ. We take upon ourselves the rest in-
cluding our own econonic maintenance. o

It would be an error to underestimate the Spenish work be-
couse the Spenish revolution has been liquidated. The rcvolutionary
spirit of the proletariat is living and Spain will be the country
in which the illegnl revolutionary struggle will acquire major in-
tensity. On the other hand, an orgenization is not constitu ed hest—
ily on the eve of the revolution, but only after a long period of
successful strugrles and cxperiences. We wish and we shall reestab-
1lish in Spain the tradition of the 1illegal revolutionary struggle
of Bolshevisn. The Spanish proletariat will sieze the first oppor-
tunity whiogh presents itself in order to break the yoke of Franco.
It is necessary that we hold ourselves in readiness and for that
we need the initial aid of the International organization.

New York, April 237, 1940 ' G. Munis,
Representative,
Spanish Section of F.I.
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- ORGANIZATIONAL REFORT OF THE IKD

(Intérhationai Comriunists. of Germany,- Sedtion - of ‘the
Fourth :Internat ional) - -

The oubbreak of the war made more difficult  the close colla-
‘boretion of the groups as well as the llational Comnittee renbers
of the I.X.D,, Vho have refuge yn several gifferent countries. ke-
organization was necessary. The administration and organizational
direction was transferred to New York. The -following report is .
~ intended to give information regarding the relations with the dif-
ferent groups and their position on the American faction fight which

has made necessary this ‘extraordinary oonference,

All of the twenty comrades  in- France have been interned,

Among them 'is N,C. member J ‘o He-has‘expressed'himself‘égainst
the position or‘Shachtman. ' :

The group in_sntwer ,'Belgiumi'has'uﬁﬁil very recently func-
tioned especially wWell. In its hands were entrusted the adrin-.
Istration and production of Unser Tort,but‘this responsibility
had to be given up after the arrest of H. 'They have adopted a
majority resolution as against the Held (0slo) resolution with which
they are acquainted., ' Other ‘comrades in ‘Belgium and Holland are in
close contact with the Antwerp group. They are fifteen comrades

The London group previously counted TOur”peoplé,'but has late-
ly reported a recruitment of a whole ‘batch of new young fr;endsl
Comrade V - who corresponds with us in the name of this group

“has declared himself against the American minority,

The Scandinavian groups in Copenhagen, Stockholm, etc., have
been in close contact with 0slo, . N.C, member H ~ is at present
safe, The Oslo group is the ‘only one in the IKD which, although
retaining the position of unconditional defense of the U.S.S.Re s
adopted a position ‘on the Finnish-Russian war to some ‘extent
comparable with the position of Shachtman, At the sume tie,
Held in correspondence, has energetically opposed any split in the
S.W.P. because of these differences and "for unity with the Cannon
faction",

There are furthermore groups in the Argentine, Bolivia, and.
Mexico. Only the last-mentioned has declared 1tself on the American
Tactional struggle, adopting a position along the lines of the

majority., Our comrades in Switzerland work together with the Swiss
section there,

In New York, the group has recruited a number of young friends
with whom a systematic activity in other emigrant groups has bheen

initiated, The majority of this group is for the position of the
American majority.,.
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seems to get on the nerves of the Germans themsclves rore and nore.
Herc's an cxtraordinarily intcresting symptom: The churches, Prot-
cstant as wcll as Catholic, have such over-flow crowds every Sundaoy
that many arc turned awey, whereas the official Nazi meetings and
effairs arc attended rather sparsely.

"Through a woman coarade in 8. who has just got through serving
thres ycars imprisonment, we have once again established conncctions
with & nuaber of our courades in the prisons, above all in X. ond Y.
Qur friends remain as before firmly with ys and have even won naw
friends in the prisons.t : E

XX ET T T T T )3

IETTER FROI CONRADES IN ARGENTINA (Excerpt)

"We have followed through the pages of the APPEAL and the NEW
INTERNATIONAL and from thc documcnts of the ninority, thec discuss-
ion that terminated in the April 5th congress. Even beforc the
Congress took a position we translated the position of thc mejor-
ity on the USSR and gave it (in the form of typewritten copics)
the greectest distribution among our conrades and synpathizers, be-
cause 1t seemed to us that it is one of the documents vwhich has
expressed with the grentest clarity and precision the position of
the Fourth International on the USSR. All the courades of this
region (Rosario and Santa Fe) have followed step by step the dis-
cussion in 21l its conscquences (the triumph of the majoriy and the
ignoble behavior of the minority); they are all for the position
of the mzjority.... :

With cordial greetinés,
(8igned) M.P.

ROSARIO (Argentina) |

" June 7, 1940

Note: The above letter arrived from our conradee in Resario and
8onta Fe in the Argentine, as the Bulletin was going to press.
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The publication of Uns er Wort as a bi-monthly organ is assured.
U,W., as well as the published pamphlet of H. David on ‘the war, has
greatly increased our influence in America. The Nazi victories in
Czechoslavakia and Poland, Scandinavia and in the present war in
Belgium and Holland, as well as the acute censorship in France and
in the English colonies, have naturally curtailed the European

circulat ion of Unser Wort considerably, but by no means prevented
the paper from reaching into those countries. )

We hope that our friends in the countries occupied by the
Nazis will be able to overcome the present difficult situation.
It is to be regretted that the International Labor ‘Aid has not
shown the necessary understanding and the required energy to help

our comrades who are all tested militants, in avoiding this dang-
erous situation, ' -

At the %ime of the siezure of power by Fascism, the German
scction had 1,000 members. Only 50 of them emigrated. In Germany
itself there was at first close contact among the groups them--
selves as well as with the leadership abroad, Unser Wort had a
comparatively broad circulation desnite conditions of illegality.
For several years now, however, regular connections with our
comrades there as well as among the groups thenselves have;been
disrupted. It mist be assumed thaut half of the membership has
withdrawn. At least 150 are under arrest,

From the others we have received up to the time of the out-
break of the war infomation that gave evidence that they are far

from giving up the struggle, and that the¢y are preparing themselves
for the coming upsurge.

/e have even heard from a comrade that at his place of work
he has organized several former K,P.D. (Stalinist) members into

a group. It is to be assumed that other comrades have found sim-
iler contacts,

Herewith is an interesting excerpt from a letter which we
received last month from a member of the I.K.D.:

"Recently I received a rather lengthy report from my home in
the Rhineland. According to this report feeling in all layers
of the population is extremely depressing, The war of nerves .
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FRANCE — POLITICAL REPORT OF GENTRAL COMUITTEE OF SECTION
The Committee to the I.8. liddle of March, 1940
The Situafion in France

I. The gpirit of the masses in France is best described as &
géneral defeatiem in all layers of the populction, principally in
the working class. The restrictions, the increasing nisery, the
dictatorship, oppressive measurze - all this has contributed tov—
ardes the development of an as yet inarticulate opposition, prinit-

ive but violent, ecgainst Deladier apd his regime.

Alreedy 2t the beginning of the war, we pointed out sevcrsl
moveients in the fectorices, several mutinies rt the front. Since
then this state of affairs has developed considerably. Only the
blind can fail to see the explosions which will come in the process
of prcparation. To be surc it is not a patter of a movement devel-
oping gradually, for cach strike raisse itself upon the shoulders
of those preceding it, as was the ezse in June 1936. As these ovents
arc hardly being preparcd we nay expect novements which will bresk
out violeontly, in the nmidet of ohaos, uprisings, recsulting in par-
tial defcats and cruel oxperiences. Our tosk 28 the February con-
ference pointed out, consiete in prreoparing the gadrcs to intervene
in the movements at the front as well as in the factories.

: II. Within the working class the reformists have been decply
- separated frou the masscs. They have only succceded in reorgan—~
izing skelcton trades unions..In the Socialist Party, completely
sheken up and in full flight of disintegration, oppositions arc
beginning to develop. On the other hand the Btalinists, after hav-
ing suffered o severe blew from the Russo-Gernan pact and the Fin-
nish vrr, have regained considerablc influence, moinly in the fac-
torics, beecause they appear as a syabol of the opposition. Undoubt-
edly therc is o gpeat deal of rcpugnenoc towerds them among the
soldiers 2t the front ("the Russo-Geruan pact provoked the wer".)
It is =lso beyond all doubt thet the.8talinist organization hes
been decply disorganized particularly in thc provinces but it hns
- behind it today, popular syup-~thy. e : ' o

The Committees of the Fourth Intérnd%ibnal

II1. III. Evonts have practically cleanscd the vanguard of «ll
ancrchist cond centrist groupings. Among the latter the PSOP heos
simply exploded under the preseurc of its contr-dictions, of its
lack, of teehnicnl prcparetions, its pacifist and democratic illus-
ions vhich it shored with the libernl bourgcoisic,
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e tried in vain to save this party. The Free.Mason leaders
opposed all illegal work, at the samec time as the "left center®
had itself arrested at the very first chance, Today there remains
practically nothing of the PSOP which has been reconstituted under
the leadership of the Free Masons., But unfortunately.the war sur-
prised the Fourth Internationalists who were engaged in a deep
crisis: the Bolshevik~Lcninists werc divided into several groups,
Their former "leaders" were deeply demoralized, Difficulties were
not lacking: the necessity of improvising, lack of material means,
increasing misery in the country, lack of ocadres due to mobilization,
imprisonment, defections, political terror, etc. '

Along with the lack of cadres we suffered from the heterogen-
eous character of our grouping: comrades coming from the JSOP,
ex-POI, left and center of the PSOP, from the vold generation of
Bolshevik=Leninists" as well as recently from the Communist Party.

Nevertheless we succeeded in reconstituting an organization
numerically almost equal to the former POI - without counting our
contacts at the front - a young but activc and evermore homo-
geneous organization whosc seriousness has been evidenced in the
little action that government oppression has left us today.

Our literature appcars regularly. The "Pecupler admits the
increasing influencce of the "Protskyists", "Syndicats" polem-
icizes with the illegal Bulletin of the Fourth International,
Together with its wvalets, the bourgeoisie attacks us 1n 1ls press,
on the radio and in the Chamber (speech of Frossard), At the same
time, the prefecture of police announces "general inquisition within
Trotskyist circles", '

Regarding the small dissidcnt groups we have attempted to
establish unity - particularly for reasons of morale., Unfortun-
ately the ex=-POI (the most numerous) persues an adventurous pol-
icy. As to the "leaders" of the ex-PQI, they are attempting to
justify their total inactivity by discovering "differences" with
us as to perspectives, that is to say, by meking a whole theory
out of skepticism, pessimism and abstention, Regarding them our
February confercnce has becn forced to specify our perspectives,
our means of action in a document published in #6 of tho Bullevin
of thc Fourth Internation®l, togethcr with a text presentcd by
The ©x-P0I. On this document we request the criticism of the
International., Ipr addition we want to point out that within the
two dissident groups (mainly the ex~P0OI) thcre is devcloping a
current in favor of our organization. Their most active militants
circulate our material, work with us often and are pushing for
affiliation with the Committees of the Fourth International.
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The Orisis in the S8.7.P.

_4As can be seen the Auwerican crisis dominates the life of the
International itself. The American comrades seem to consider the
problems. of the International and even of the war from the per-
epective of a orisis in the 8.%W.P. For us, on the other hand, the
crisis in the 8.W.P., must b¢ resolved aes a function of the general
situation and as a task of the International.

But the courades must understand that the problems discussed
in America are being discussed also in the other countries: the
perspectives of international capltalism and the possibility of dev-
elopment toward bureaucratic capitalism in particular, the ncture
of the Workxers! Btate in the light of present events - and the
strategy flowing thercform. These problems arc posed not by ancr-
ican psychology but by the cvents. They cannot be resolved cither
by instituting camps of reeducation for winorityites nor by split-
ting with the majority. A split in America (especially on such prob-
lems) would eignify & catastrophe for the International, its dis-
creditment, and undoubtedly ite pulverization. We are neither a
philosophical sect nor a faction, but, in ite embryo, the inter-
national of the revolution.

The crisis muet be resolved in a progressive sensc by clinina-—
ting personal problems and references to Sapronov* in dcepening the

discussion opened by Troteky in the USSR and the War, in developing
it internationally by the workers! vanguard. The facts will tell.
That is whv, independently of the position taken by the major-
ity of our central committee on the Finnish question (scc Bulletin
#6) and the position .taken by one or anothcr side on the Russinan
question wo insist urgently that, on onc side or anoticr, the unity

of the varty (which means International unity) wuust be safeguarded.
We becliwe that this unity con be achieved on the folloving boscs:

— Continuation of the theoretieal discussion publicly:

-~ Democratic rights to the ainority (in the le~ding bodies,
free expression, cte.)

- Respect in action for majority discipline and democratic
centraliconm.

In case agrecment is not posesible we denand that no splitting
measurc be taken before o world conference ic cnlled in six months.

For a World Confeorcnce

Even aside from the crisis of the S5.W.P., 2 world confecronce
would bce very important in the precent circuiastances, in order to
conclude the discussion on world perspectivees, to put a period to
it, to confront it vith th: resulte of cXperiences and - since
events will certeinly have developed subetantinlly -~ to arm the
Intcrnotional for the struggle to cone.
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The congress could become an important .foctor in revolutionsry
regroupnent. You c~n tell better thaon ve can to whot extent such 2
congresc can be org-nized in common or with the. participation of
other organizations, such 2s the groups of the left wing of the-
POI (in contrct with Oslo). If from here-the eircumstenGes appear
favoreble, wide lrtitude noy be left to the organizing comaittec
to enlnrge o part of .the congrese 2nd to mact there represent-tives
of CQo.maunist, Syndicalist, colonial organigations,; ete., rendy to
ctruggle with us ngainst inperialisn,

In any case, there will probably be e grent internntionsl re-
percucgion. We know full well the iunugnee -difficulties. We proposc
to suriuiount thom by taking :the necessary neasuree for politicnl
and magerinl preparation %eix monthe, ninc umonths; » ye~r if nec-

"~ Qonclucioas

Asidc froi: the problem of the 8.W.P. we therefore naks the
following proposals: . '

1. In America effective support of the Europe-n comrades. We
do not sck for mgtérial ~id froiax thc $§6,000 war chest". We csk
th~t the aicrican press follow our strugglc -nd support it.

3. The I.S. - Brao~k with routinc. Organizec actively =nd re-

‘sponsibly the contcte, follow ~nd guide our political struggle, o
couradc of the I.S. being spccinlized for rclations with France.

3. In Europc to approve the establishument of o European con-
rnittec ~nd to nid us in roalizing thic.

4. World Congrese - to decide for it ~nd to prepcre it.




