POLITICAL COMMITTEE FOSITICN ON UNITY WITH THE PMG

NOTE1 The following is n synopsis of the report to

the United Secrcteriat meeting of Sept. 10-11l by Art
Young on the quecstion of relstions between the Canadian
section and the Revolutionary Maxrist Group. Conrade
Young mede the report on behalf of the Political
Canmittde of the Cancadian section.

/Pheq -Revolutionary Marxist Uroup is 'a recently-founded group
in Ganada whieh incorporates the members of two smaller groupa,
the Red Circle and 0Qld ilole, which hed engaged in a unity
minoeuver with the Canadian section. It also includes a group
of persocna who split fron the Canandien section and itas youth

group in June.

When -the RC and OM fcrces first approached the  section
affirming thelr acceptance of the program and tradiitions of
the Fourth International, and their wiliingness to abide by
the section's discipline, the Canedian section greeted their
initiative warmly. Conrade Oramdall reported on this devel-
ogmant~toithehﬂhited Becretarlat one year ago, and expressed
the hope that unity would prove posaslble,

To explore this possibility, the LSA/LSC entered into
political digcusaion with then in order to clarify their
views. Fronm the beginning it insiaeted on the importance of
developing cpllaboration in areas of comnon astivity, and
it made & pumber of auggestiona of how this could be done.

But the RC and OM were not heading towards the section;
in faat, their evoluticn was in the oppositc direction. Major
Eglitinal disagreementawith then becane ag arent very early, .

ese did not mean that unity was iopossible, But they nmade
the teat of practical work the crucial deterninant. The seo-
tion snd the RC/OM proved uneble to work together for an N
period in any significrfant field of activity. 1In fact, the
work of (the two forces more and . aore diverged. and aven led
to several public confrontations, notably in the st le
againgt the Vietnam war and in the fight againast the leader
ship of the social-democratic labor party, the New Democratic
Party, The different suggestions for collaboration nade by -
the seotion were eithor turned down outright, or 444 not work
out in practice.

A gauﬁliar situation had developed. - Compon work had ven
impossible between the two groups. Instead, different political
lines were sharply counterposed in acticn in every major field
of activity, 1If there was not a asingle area in which the seotion
and the RC/OM could collaborate, how could they work togethor
in a common dermocratic-centraliet organization active in all
areaa? Unification was obviously prenmature; what was necessary
was inoreased efforts to find ways to work together in order
to lay the basis for unity.
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Yet the RC/OM did not agree. It insisted that it be ipnme-
diately adnitted into the section.

The reason for this odd attitude soon became clear when
aone ninority nenbers split from the section and 1ts youth
group in June. A few days earlier, the RC and OM had formally
fused to forn the Revolutlonary Marxist Group. The splitters
%ﬁglared they were leaving the section in order to builld the
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This split fron the Canadlan Trotskylst novement was &
blow to the unity of the entire Fourth International and was
condenned by the July meeting of the United Secretariat. But
the BMG hajled the split, blaming the leadership of the LSA/
250. ansnannouncad its intention to recruit the splitters to
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This revealed the real intentlons of the MG towards
the sectlon, and showed why it continued to pursue i action
a course hostlle tc the sectlion whilenll the while atating
verbally its deaire for unity. The LSA/LSO stated:

"Mhis attitude on the part of the RMG to those who have
struck a blow against the Cenadian Trotskyist movenent, placing
thenselves outside and 1in oppositlion to 1t, is &2 hostile act
against the LSA/LSO....{(The FMG has) sponsored a aplit in’
the Trotskyist movement. Far fron promuting the 'unity' of
the Trotskyist novenent, they have conducted a raid on the
Canadian section of the Fourth International and ite youth
orgenization.” (Labor Challenge, July 9, 1973) ' '

Thus, within days of its founding, the RMG had a new’
component =-- those who had aplit from the Trotekyist toverent,
The RMG continued to say that its meubers would funotion asis
loyal part of the LSA/LSO if accepted, and obey discipline.
Yet half of the organization was composed of people who
found themselves unable to accept that discipgine, concluding
that the section was no longer a viable instrument to ocarry -
out revolutionary work.

The experience of the LSA/LSO denonstrates that the RMG
1s not interested 1n the unity of Trotakyist forces, but rather
in aplitting the Canadian section. The RMG's lette}'tqﬂthe
Seoretariat, written two weeks after 1t announced its support
of the split in Canada, clearly nims tc provide cover for the
splitting operation.



When the question of unifications and aplits arisea, the
United Secretariat always seeks to act in such & npanner as to
reaffirn the authority of the section. It indicates by 1ts
conportnent that the only way for revolutionariea to enter
the world party i1s by Jolning one of its component parte,
the national sectlons.

The LSA/LEO continues to strive for unity with the RMG
on a principled basis, But in order for this to be posaible,
it is necessary for the RMG to tmke & clear stand in favor of
the unity of the Canadian section and its youth group, and
egainst aplits., In addition, ways muat be found for the
organizations to conme together in common work against the connon
eneny, This is the only road leading towards the HMG's
entry into the section and the building of a unlted
organization,



