14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014
June 22, 1973

TO POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dear Comrades,

Attached are two reports from comrades who attended the national
trade union work conference of the Communist League in Rouen, France,
June 9-11. The first is by Dan Styron; the second by Ed Heisler.

Comradely,

Mary-Alice



June 12, 1973
Dear Comrades,

Enclosed is a report of the ﬂg%upe Rouge Conference held
in Rouen June 9,10,11.

The CL had planned for 400-500 members and orcenized symnas
thizers to attend. Instead about 800 attended. Krivine gave a
preliminary breakdown of the attendsnce; 683 workers, 300 CGT, 186
CFDT, 350 members of LC, 300 members of Tga pe Rousic(non-ul),

63 cities represented, average age 25, dcl:gations from ten sections
of the Fourth International.

A breakdown of participants by place of work showed-

131 metal workers, 6 electronics and auto, 6 construction, 118 health,
62 government, 57 ITT, 44 petrol and phermacudicals, 43 social
s.curity and banking, 24 printing, 406 banking, 15 railroads,

48 nurscries.

During the conference there were five plenary reports by
leaders of the CL. Additionally, there wer: three sets of work-
shops, and a movie ®Saturdey night.

The first report was on elected RENNEK 2B strike committees.
This is very importent in Yrance as there are no closed shop or
union shop contracts and usually there is more then one union in
each factory as well as non-union workers. The strike committee
brings all workers in a single factory into one organization to
run the strike. The reporter emphisized only two other demands-
workers self-defense and equal pay increases, The importance of
workers gself-defense was illustrated with two ultra-left sounding
examples. Bqual pay increases seems to be the most strongly advocated
demend put forward by the CL. The CGT supports per centage wage
increases.

The report on workers rontrol wés ambiguous as to what workers
control is. The examples given were of fighting for working conditions.
Other demands raised included EgqualPay for Equal work, Equal Pay
Increases, Self-Defense, Elected Strike Committees, Unity of Trade
Unions.

André gave & report on autogestion - workers kkkkk self-management
This was the least flear of all the reports. They support workers
selfmanagement, but whet this means i8S completely unclear. <they
emphisize that workers self-management can only "rezlly" take place
under sociglism, and also give examples of workers sdlf-menagemernt
under capitalism. Much confusian.ﬂlﬁ Fhe leaflet given to all
participants on;,gelf mansgement listed three
demands for the trensitional society, B 1/2 day of work,

Quality goods and services free, and World Revolution. Could
this have been & joke?

Charles #ndre Udry from Switzerland gave the over-all political
report on the rising workeémg class struggles in Nurope.

Alain Krivine gave the final report on the Fourth International.

After all of this I couldn't tell what the trade union
program of the CL is. Only Krivine spoke of the party and in a
context removed from the question of trade union work,

The first set of workshops were on workers cohtrol and
people spoke of their job situations, discussed elected strike

committees, etc.. WAS

The second set of workshops\u.u(inxvummn workers, the army,
immigrant workers, metal work, and the railroads.

A good discussion took place around the wuestion of women.
About eighty women and ten men attended the workshop. Iraine (?)
Krivine led the workshop. Her opponents fairly discribed her
position as "Read Origins of the Family and fight for free abortion".

Krivine's provosrcl was that we should FEEKREKEER introduce discussions
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into women's groups about Origins of the family as the oppres-ive
role of the femily is the Tundrwentrl qucction. Also, we should
build the abortion movement as strong as possible.

In an organized intervention, the women from Rouen and Grenoble
challenged this conception. Their ideas were feminist and they
dominated the discussion. They arsued that the LC should not
concern itself solely with working women. All women are oppressed.
Housewives comprise &an important part of the movenent. Many
women who join women's groups arcﬁi} recdy t: read Origins of the
Family and often aren't leftists That consciousness ralsing groups
are important as aif first Step for many women. 9~

Several women spoke in favor of ENENEERENNEEREL hoving
aroups made up exclusively of women. This was the Best disvussion
that I heard during the week-end.

Ed was able to speek at the reilroad workers workshop. He lager
stayed behind in Rouen to talk with the resilroad workers there. Rouen
ig a big reil center in France.

um?_,-____“ spoke in thegf metr1l workers workshop.

rom Canade attended the workshop on military work. He
reported that the LC advocates retaining the draft, and are for the
right of women to be drafted. They counterpose themself®es to the

Yopportunistic”Iutte Ouvrier which advocatesg abolitiog of the draft,
abolition of the army, for military treaining under control of the
trade unions. Recent Rouge articles go into greater detail on their
approach to the army.

The international panels included Spain (LCR & ETA), England,
Italy,Belgium, USA. Bd spoke to 150 about trade union work in the
USA. He emphisized the importance of the party in t#ade union work
and the importance of a trade union program or sgstem of demands
for the party cadres to raise in trade unions. Both of these con-
cepts are almost entirely lacking from the LC nerspective. He was
well received.

We had requested a panel on Argentina for Alberto. Krivine
told us this would not be possible because it would raise the
disputed@ questions of the International discussion with non-members.
We made a guarantee that we would not discuss the PRT or any other
aspect of Argentine politics other than trade union work. Krivine
samd this was not sufficient, that if a PSTer spoke it would auto-
naticly raise the international discussion because the CL members
know that the LC supports the PRT. We tried to work around this
decision of the conference steering committee, but with no luck.

A rile was in force that those attending the conference could
not give their last names or addresses to others attending the
conference., This made everything very difficult - especially for
Anita who was trying to get IP subs. This was a”security precaution.’

A young comrade from Cartiers reported that there would be
presentetions on the intermational discussion this coming week-end
in Cartiers. We asked him if someone would be there to speak for
the LTT, He said that there would be. We said there must be a mistake
as we have not been notified. We then asked him to take us to his
section leader so we could straighten this "misunderstanding".
However, when Vergest was asked, he said he didn't know a thing about
any meeting in Cartier and coﬂ%inced the young comrade that he
must have been mistaken.

A comrade from Rou told us that when Riel reported on the
international discussiaﬁﬁ%ﬁb comrades at Rouen were told that the
representative from the LTT was unable to attend for organizational
reasons, We told him that this wasn't true, that we were eager to
speak, but so far haven't been able to spe2k in front of any group
of the CL this yeor. '
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Bd Stayed behind in Rouen to discuss with the railroad workers.
He raised with them the fact thet a member of the PST was in
France and would be available to speak in Rouen if the comrades
wanted, The railroad workers thought that was a good idea so
they went to the herdquarters to check this wout with the leader-
ship., After a long sober discussion it wag decided that they
should take the propos=zl 6o some ncople who were meeting not
far away., Ed and the railroad workers then went to this
meeting. Vergeat was there. He outmanocevered us at this

point by saying that if the P3Ter wanted to speak in Rouen

then the LTT should try to get & point on the agends of the
political burec.u wcctinge to be held im Paris this week-end,
Then the political bureau could discuss the question of the
Rouen meefing. By doing this Vergeat altered the proposal.

All we had dome was to point out that the PSTer was available
to speak. The Rouen comrades were making the request that he
speck. Vergeat turned this around to make it appear that we
were making a request.

Summary; The f;aupe Rouge confecrence was very well attended
and the people who participated were very good. There was a
great deal of enthusiasm and the conference was very well orgenised.
Ed's report on trade union work in the United States was well
received.

The LC leaders did not put forward a system of demends thet
would orient the work of the ﬁihupe Rouges in the trade unions.
I don't think people left the conference knowing much more than
when they arrived.

There is gre&t interest in the internationel discussion.
However, the lack of documents and lack of discussion leave the
LC members very ignorant. It is unusual to meet a LC member
who can defend Mandel's positions., Instead, they Just don't
know, They are not sua much miseducated as unédducated. Under
such NESEEEUBPERENK conditions, a discussion within the CL
could havepvery unpredictable outcome.
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Denxr Mary:

JUN 21 973

Bd Hedoier

“Mubingen, Germnn&

June 16, 1975

Jn FRANCE

The following is a report on nz cxpeuricnces and activities inmmiages :

FRANCE

Rouen:

1.

A railroad workers commisszion »ttended bz 30 ClL. members
and sygmp. was organiged at the Taupe Rouge conf. About

10 of those in attendance were actually railroad workers.

1 of them is learning to be an engineer and the. ¢thers are
either towermen (they ar. responsible for operating mailine’
mainline rr switchesg or clerks.

Comrade Jamard chaired the meeting. He works on the railroad
in Paris and may be a C!C. members He is director of the

CeL. work in the railroad industrg.

I entered the meeting during the discussion and introduced
mgself as an American comrade who works in the rr industry
and director of our union activity in the rr industrg.

One of the members went to get Comrade Stern to translate
since most of these preseat cculd not speak English. of
course I needed a translator since ¥ knowledge of French
ig rather timited. _

When Stern arrived I told him that I wished to give a report

on the activity of the SWPY in the railroad industry, I
long discussion took place between Stern and Jamard. They
agreed to let me speak,

My report lasted 15 minutes. I described our work in the
RTVC, our general propaganda activitg around transitional
demands in the rr and other unions and how our work was
directed toward building the rev. party. I indicated that

I was pleased to find out that French comrades were active in
the rr industry just as American comrades are and that I hoped
a visit of rr yards in Rouen could be arranged during myg visit
6 C.L, ers work in the rr industrg in Rouen.,

The response to my report was verg friendly and afterwards to
C.L. members active in the rr industry asked me many questions
about the activity of the SWP and the operation of the rr
industry in the states.

Arrangements were than made by local comrades to take me to
a major rr yard following the conference.,



while in Rouen X nad coveral dowyg diocus ion with Jocelyne

Losoble. she is o w2 iloh Lescnor ot the Unlvergity and
tranclated Cor me. sne Ao very concurnod avoudt the 'int,
discus :ion and would Like 1. weceive int, diccus.ion docugents,
lit. on women's liberation, the Mi'itant, otc., Her ad/'ress is:

19 rue de Neuvilletie
76 = Mesnil - snard
France

During the first two eveiings of the conf. I, Dan, Carl and
Alberto stayed at the hoeartment of courade Dominque Jelong. Her
address is 1, Rue Henri Barbet

76 - Rouen

France.

About 4 or 5 other C.L. merbers live in the same apartment. We
had general discussions on LJAl, the American section, ectc.,

She speaks English and I think it would be (@Wrthwhile to send
her all of the English langunge documents on the int. discussion

[§

As you mag have heard I give a report on the #merican movement
in a commission., @It was attended bg about 150 C!1l. members and
symp. Carl has a transcript of that session and you should
contact Yeter or Dan to recelive. tuav r trauscript,. The respons
was friendly and there wer: many serious guestions about our
work in the T.U.,'s, women's liberation movement, etc.,

After my trip to the major rr yard in Rouen I had a very int-
eresting discussion with Comrade Michel Dupont

11 A imm Dieppe

me Jean Texier

76 Rouen

France

and comrade Evelyne Ple
nd 142 rue de Lausanne
Appart 43
76000 Les Sapins
France.

These two comrades plus tow other C.L. members and I had

coffee during which I presented the XX ILTYAXERTILIWHXER

LTT position on L!A! I pointed out the necessity of a full &
free demoncratic discussion in all sections. I asked them if
thegy had access to I!P! and the Militant in order to be fully
informed on developments in North America and the world movement
and indicated that comrades in the Chicago branch and other
branches has access to Rouge, Was Turn, Red Weeklyg and most of
int. press of the world movement. They indicated they do not
have this press available and X% I told them it was unfortunate
because the C.L! hdgq. in Paris receives the world press.



I than reported to theit vn the —ctivity o t ¢ TUT, They were, surprised

and I than told them tiat a comiase frow tue PO woag in ut\cndance at

the C.L! conf. and that it was wniortunaie that the ¢ mrnde was not
nermitted to give a factual report on their activity ot tre conf. since
they are deeply involved in wor -ing class strug les.

Michel told me that = majority ceport on wiil was given axar ot o soecial
gsection meeting in Rouen one or two weeks sigo. I ashed uim if he would

be int. in having a LIT cevort at a sectiorn mtg. UHe told me he would
like to have such a report =iven but that it would have to be arranged
with the local leadershi. oi the Cl!l. I tian asked his if the question
could be taken up with the local leadershi; that evening since I was in
town and could possibley arrange for a rep. of the LTT to speak.

He said he would make a request to thie local leadershipy and took me to
the local hdq. where he confired with 4 local menbers of the C.L. for
about 15 minutes. He told me that local members of the national C.C,
wnere not present at the hdq. ¢nd than asked me if I wished to go with
him to an apartment where he iidicated CC members whore staying.

We travelled to an apartment where I met Vergeat aud John Clauder who

is a member of the C!C! possibly representing Rouen. MIchel talked

to them in French for about 5 or 10 minutes. He appeared to be making

a request for a rpt. at a special section mtg. Vergeat than spoke to
me and stated that in order for a LTT report to be given in Rouen it

was necessary for a member of the Tendency to make y a request before the
cic. He suggested that I contzct a member of the Political Bureau to
get information on the CiC. mtig.

I discussed this with Dan and Peter when I returned to Paris. Vergeat
had turned things around. The request for speakers should and must
come from sections. Peter suggested Iwrite to Michel and indicate
representatives of the LTT are available to speak before any section
that requests a speaker.and that the Political Bureau has been notified
of this standing offer.

Later that evening I had a 3 hour discussion with Michel (he is a rr
worker) and Evelyne. We had a very productive discussion on LA,

the activity of the SWI' in the women's liberation, antiwar and natlonal
struggles. They were both verg interested in learnlng more about

the activity of the SWP., Particular emphasis was placed on the 1mportanc
of party building and the necessity of buildxaxmassing mass rev.
Trotskyist parties in all countries.

Both comrades should receive sample copies of I.P, and the Militant and
our lit. on women's liberation cspecially the last convention resolution

They should also be sent all of the int. documents.

6. When I returned to Paris I had a 3 hcur discussion with a older
Trotskyist mllltant who joined during WW II. He is Jean - Renef
Jean - Rene’Chauvin
54 rue Monsieur-le-Prince
75006 Prx= Paris
France

He is Secretary of a C.I.. press cell consisting of 8 members in
Paris.
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He has a subscription to the IsR and aftrrruunr :mee nt tie conclusion of
our meeving he took out subs to the 1P, ldlitant and bought a copg of
Teamster Rebel:ion,

He believes there are to many students in the rrench section. He quite
concerned about the Terrorist activity of the HRP ard ig anxious to receive
all of the int. discussion docusents. He believes a full , complete and
democratie discussion must take wnlace in covery section and is disappointed
that tliis is not taking »nlace in cue IFrencun scction. While he has not
nade uy his mind in the int. discussion (he wants access to all documents
first) he appears to lean in our direction.

ile indicated that scme French mewbers are discussing the pnobsibility of

split and wanted to know our view. I told him therce is absolutely no

discussion of split wxikir among the suprorters of the LIT and that any

corirades suggesting or advocating split within the majority are not acting

in a respongible and serious manner, I told him fundamental disagreements

on program have not developed. He agreed and said that split is neither

necessary or desirable because most sections consist of young and inexper-
ienced comrades and that many sections including France have great possibili-
ties for growth and expansion in the period nshead.

Ile should be sent the documents imi.ediately ond I would suggest he receive
a small bundle. of 3 because he may circulate them among other comrades who
share the same concerns.

Chauvin approached me and Dan at the conf. in Rouen where we.agrced to
neet following mg return to Paris.
Until later, Fraternally,

s
Ed



ORDRE DU _JOUR DE LA CONFERKNCE NES GROUPES TAUPES

SAMEDI : fin de matinde : introduction 3 la conférence : saluts divers
aprés-midi ! rapport sur Parti-svndicats (le travail des

révolutionnaire s dens 1'entreprise)

comntisgions sur le rapport

filme

e

soir

- c
DIMANCHE: MATIN rapport surle Contrdle ouvrier |o /13

rapport surl'automestion | 3 .

aprés-midi : commissions parbranches S 30 ¢S5 Sz
. o L o~ 75 “7
+ 3 commisgsions : Armée-Femmes-Tmmigrés é 3, ( 7”“
Lo apsiemnidi.. : ccrmissions internationales avec camarades d4'Jtalie, v
St soir d'Espagne, d'Angécterre, de Belgique, d'Allemagne.. | o€ - %:

rapport daExRekphikm sur la construction du parti
révolutionnaire et de la 4° Internationale
Conclusion.

LUNDI matin



LES 9, 10 et 11 juin RENCONTRE NATIONALE
DES MILITANTS ET SYMPATHISANTS
OUVRIERS DE LA LIGUE COMMUNISTE
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PLAN DU RAPPORT "LE® MTILITANTS REVOLUTIONNAIPFS ET LE
TRAVATL DANS L'ENTREPRISE".

1°) CE QUI A MANOUE EN MAI 68 :

La crise ouverte en Mai 68 n'a pas permis & la clasee ouvridre de s'emparer
du pouvoir. Les grévistes de mai ont dél8pué leurs pouvoirs A leurs directions
bureaucratiques réformistes et staliniennes.

Aujourd'hui notre t8che, c'est de préparer la prise en main par les travailleurs

de leurs luttes, de leurs propres affaires, vers la dictature du prolétariat.

Nans les syndicats, nous militons pour unifier les travailleurs dans le cadre de la
démocratie syndicale, pour la prise en main directe sans délépations hureaucratiques
des luttes par les t(ravailleurs eux-méme.

2°) POUR REALISE® CES TACHES, SURMONTER TOUTES LES DIFFICULTFS :

Un premier obstacle : %mxmx 1'absence de vie syndicale. Le militant
révolufionnaire doit créer sa base de masse dans le syndicat.

3°) LA BUREAUCRATIE INSTALLRE CRAINT LES LUTTES OUI REMETTENT EN CAUSE SON ASSISE :

Nous luttons pour le soutien 3 toutes les luttes ouvri&res, nous avangons
les revendications qui unifiant les travailleurs. En ce sens nous sommes les
artisants de la véritable unité syndicale contre ceux qui craignent la prise en main
des luttes par les travailleurs eux-méme, refusnet la discussion de toutes les options
et de toutes les orientations.

4°) NOTRE TRAVAIL OUNTINIEN PREPARE LES TRAVAILLEURS A LA PRISE EN CHARGE DES LUTTES
ET DES REVENDICATIONS PAR EUX-MEMES

Nous nous battons pour les comités de gréve, organisation démocratique de
la gréve, unifiant tous les griévistes syndiqués et non-syndiqués contre un seul
adversaire : le patron. Ils sont 1l'outil le plus efficace dans les luttes réalisant
1'dnité de tous les secteurs de l'entrpprise, dépassant les divisions syndicales.
Dans de nombreux cas, la mise sur pied d'un comitd de gréve se heurtera @ de nombreuses
difficultés dues essentiellement au blocape systématique des directions syndicales
Maig aujourd'hui de nombreuses expériences refl8tent la montée de 1'auto-organisation
des luttes.

CONCLUSION :

La révolution socialiste ne naftra pas de la juxtaposition piBce & piéce
des comités de gréve ! Mais de leur dépassement en conseils ouvriers, structures de
dualité de pouvoir qui permettront aprés la destruction du pouvoir d'Etat de la
bourgeoigie, de donner le pouvoir aux masses des travailleurs.

Le socwalisme de demamn se prdpare dans les luttes d'aujourd'hui.




PAAN DU RAPBRRT SUR L'AUTOGESTION :

INTRODUCTION :

-Beaucoup de gens se réclament de 1'autogestion en parble
~ Nous en devons &tre les authentiques défenseurs.

1°) Si la société capitaliste repose sur la loi du profit maximum imposée par
la concurence aveurle surle marché, le socialisme ne peut €tre quedgee
rationalisation ni quelques nationalésations autogérées.

2) Le ‘socialisme c'est la planification démocratique permise par la collectivisation
des moyens de production et d'échanges, planification consciente opposée 3 la
concureence aveugle du marché capitaliste.

3) Les décisions sont prises au niveau oii elles peuvent 1'E€tre : 1'sutogestion de
1"entreprise représente 1'&ducation a 1'autdgestion de 1'état.

4) Les choix centraux doivent &tre pris var un conprés national des conseils ouvriers
aprés débat démocratique dans les consewls ouvriers.

5) Contre la technocratie.
6) Contre la bureaucratie,

7) Les tiches fondamentales de la société de transgition :
a) la 1/2 journée de travail
b) Développment des services et produits alimentaires. gratuits et de qualité@
¢) La révolution mondiale.

PLAN DU RAPPORT SUR LE CONTROLE OUVRIER

REPRENDRE LE PLAN DE LA PLAOUETTE "Controle ouvrier"



