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Introduction

The purpose of this document is
1) +to outline why the Leninist party is a key component part of
the coming British revolutionj; what the norms and procedures of
such a party should be; the importance of the tronsitional
programme and method in building i%; and
2) %o indicate the answers to a number of important eonjunciural
questions facing our relatively smoll Trotskyist organisation
i.e., to explain what the British section of the Fourth International
should be saying and doing today in order to take advantage of
the unparalleled opportunities open before us and to mest the
responsibilities inherent in them,
For the 1973 Easter Conference the Tendency is also submitting
a document whieh explains why the general line of the Furopean Perspectives
Document should be rejected, {(The Tendency has not yet taken a
position on any of the other disputed internmational questions before
the next World Congress of the Fourth Internmational, We will make our
positions on these issues known in due course,)
In oddition to the two line documants the Tendency is submitting
to the Faster Conference individual, Yendency members arc submitting
pepers drawing up 2 critical balancq steet of ouy work in the various

aspects of the class struggle over the past perdod.
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THE CRISIS OF PROLETA. TAN LEADERSHIP

The history of the past few decades gives many examples where the
masses have made colossal and heroic attempts to defeat the capitalist
-system which exploits, oppresses and degrades them.

Only six years after the Russian Revolution, the German working
¢lass confronted their ruling class with massive mobilications in the
streets and posed the question of power.

The 1926 General Strike in Britain which took place against the
advice and opposition of the traditional leadership of the working class
in the Labour Party and trade unions coustituted an oven challenge to
the British ruling class.

Starting in April, 1931, the Spenish masses made a number of attempts
to establish a new society free f:rom exploitation and oppressions. Through
" mass strikes and the occupation of iland by the peasants they sought to
take the power in their own hands.

The sitdown strikes in Francze in the mid thirties demonstrated the
French workerd hatred of capitaiism and their desires to overthrow it.
In the same period the CIO-insyired sitdown strikes and occupations in
the USA showed a similar trend; i.e., the instinctive efforts by the
American proletariat to raise themeclves to the level of the tasks
imposed upon them by history.

 The 1965 Santo Domirgo uprising showed that the masses were fully
prepared to engage in ar all-out struggle to topple their reactionary
native ruling class and its United States imperialist taskmaster.

The 1968 May-June explosion in France shows how the masses! discon-
tent with the capitalist system can guickly erupt into a massive political
confrontation posing the quastion of power in a concrete way, This big
social upheaval took place in a bourgeois democratic society having a
relative stable.economy which conceded .periodic wage increases. This
experience refutes any concept that the masses have to be pauperised
before they engage in battle with the class enemy.

The 1969 general strikss paralysed Rcsario and Cordoba -~ Argentina's
second and third largest cities. Worker-ciudent committees began to
appear degite the opposition of ‘he trade uvnion and student leaders.
Propaganda was made to the ssldizrs appealing for them to come over
to the side of the masses. The 3A-hour general strike in Cordeba saw
thousands of. students and workeis inveolved in battles with the police.
These events sghowed that a large ﬂbctﬂaq of the working . class -of
Argentina understood the nesd tc¢ stouggie for a fundamental change.

In 1970 the Bolivian students, workers, and armed detachments of
peasants poured into the streets throughout the country to block an
ultra~right-wing takeover. Barricades were bnilt, The miners called
for arms to defend their social gains. Armed 01v111ans freed political
prisoners. The miners occupied police stations. These actions-.started
to sheke the government from top to bettom and split the army. A few
months later, thousands of armed miners paraded through Ia Paz to
prevent another attempted counter-revolutionary coup. The mass movement
began to openly proclaim its socialist goal. A "Peoples Asseubly" was
formed which had the potentiel of becoming a Soviet.



These examples of class conflict since theé Russian Revolution
show that, despite the desires of the masses and their willingness to
struggle, they were unable to achieve their aims,

The reasons why these struggles did not result in victory for the
"masses was not because they were unwilling to struggle nor because the
necessary objective conditions did not exist. he objective prerequisites
for the proletarian revolution on & world scale have existed sinece the
first world war, In the Transitional Programme Trotsky described the
objective prerequisites for proletarlan revolution as belng not only firipe”
but "somewhat rotten.'

The reason why revolutionary and pre~revolutionary situations did not
result in the masses taking power is priwarily due to the lack of a
mass Leninist combat party similar to the Bolshevik party in 1917
which was able to give the necessary revolutionary leddership.

The preésence of a mass revolutionary party would not have guaranteed
the victorious outcome to these struggles but it would have made a
victory possible and probable.

In all these situations the misleadership and betrayals of the-
-Stalinists and social democrats prevented the struggle going in a
revolutionary direction. Each time the masses took the revolutionsry
road their traditional and comservative leaderships diverted and channelled
the struggle (if only temporarily) into.reformist and parliamentary
”bllnd alleys., This enabled the bourgeoisie to reconsolidate its
grip while the masses rétreated in confusion and often in demoralisation.
"As the Franco d1ctatorsh1p in Spain today shows, it can teke many . years
for the masses to recover from siich defeats before they regain their
confidence and see the necessity to struggle yet again. The masses pay
a high price for what Trotsky characterised as thé- crisis of our epoch,
the "hlstorlcal crisis of leadershlp of the proletariat,”

The historical crisis of leadershlp will only be overcome in one
Wway. This is fully outlined in the Transitional Programme where Trotsky
explains that: -

"The strategic task of the next period -~ a prerevolutionary period

of agitation, propaganda and organisation ~~ consists in over-

coming the contradiction and the immaturity of the proletariat

and its vanguard (the confusion and disappointment of the

“older geneération, the inexperience of the younger generation).
71t is nccessary to help the masses in the process of the daily
- struggle to find the bridge between the present dcmands and

the socialist programme of the revolution. This bridge

"should include a system of transitional demands, stemming

from today's consciousness of wide layers of the working

class and unalterably leading to one final conciusion:

the conquest of power by the proletarlat."'

Tt 1s by understanding and arplying the trans1tlonal programme and
method that Leninist combat parties will be built and the erisis of
proletarian leadership solved, ‘Attempts to solve this crisis in any
other way wzll fail, by . fE8 : L

In eastern FEurdpe, Chlra, and. Cuba, bourge01s states have been
replaced by workers states without the prior construction of a mass
Leninist party. This does not mean that the building of leninist
parties is no longer necessary. On the contrary, Leninist partics still
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have to be built in the degenerated or deformed workers states of the
USSR, Eastern Europe and China so that the political revolution can
triumph., It is in this way that workers democracy and socialist norms
will be established. While we do not esll for political revolution in
Cuba due to the nature of the Castro leadership, a Leninist party still
has to be built to ensure that the revolution goes forward to establish
genuine organs of proletarian democracys

Our analysis of the role and position of the British ruling class
léaves us in no doubt of the necessity to build a Leninist combat .
party. This class péssessés the wealth of Britain and a substantizl
amount of investments abroad. It has a repressive state apparatus which
includes a strong police force and a 200,000-strong army. Through its
courts and governmental bodies reactionary legislation.is passed and -
implemented, These are the instruments of state power which must be
conquered and replaced as the central tasks of the revolutiorn. In
addition to this highly organised and powerful state apparatus, the
ruling class has a near monoply of the means of propaganda.

These three features of the ruling class -~ its economic power, its
‘state power and its ability to monopolise “the communications field -
enable it to rule as it does, through -a combination of concession and
repression. Where the former does not bring results the latter is used.
Despite the growing crisis of bourgeois leadership, the British ruling
class is thoroughly organised and integrated, ecconomically, politically,
and propagandistically,

While the British ruling class has been superseded as the worldts
number one imperialist power, their class conoclousncss, cunningness and
trickery, handed down fram generation to generation, is second to-none.

No other ruling class in the world is more politically astute, SophlstlcateﬂN
and slippery than the British ruling class,

No urorganised, spontancous movement of the masses, regardless
‘how large, can succeed in confronting this power and defeating it. The-
present rulers have not only to be removed from their position of power,
it is also necessary to replace them. The socialist revolution and its
leadership has to solve both these problems. This cannot be done by an
unorganised mass no matter now large. The solution requires both
leadership and a programme.

History does not give us a single instance where a revolution wae
wade without an organisation. The organisations have differed from
one revolution to the other but in each case some organisation was
present which prov1ued a programme, gave leadership and won a majority
to its views. .

THE LENINIST COMBAT PARTY

The Programme

For a successful socialist revolution to take place in Britain
a special kind of organisation has to be built, a party with a B
revolutlonary Marxist programme, a democratic centralist structure,
a Leninist combat party. The key question for the Leninist party is
its programme. All other factors are secondary. The programme must
be based on scientific, that is real, objective consideratioms, It
mst be based on past lessons and experiences of the class struggle
in-order to relate to the present and point to the socialist future.
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Since the world is divided into nation states, a programme based
upon national considerations alone is insufficient in this epoch. Each
nation is dependent fundamentally upon the’ totality of world conditions
and no nation can exist as a closed-in entity that can cdetermine its
own fate outside of the international complexity as a whole. Therefore,
our analysis must be first and foremost international in scope. Within
this framework we have to formulate a programme for the coming British
revolution based on a scientific and concrete analysis of the class
struggle in Britain. Any attempt to cheat this fundamental requirement,
to blur over the importance of programme, to try to substitute organisa=
tional gimmicks for a correct and clearly—deflned programme will end
up in disaster.

Superficially it may seem as if the programme is determined by the
party and the individuals that make up the party. In reality it is the
programme that mekes the party. - While there is a dialectical relationship
between the party and its programme, it is the programme which attracks
people., The cadre put forward the programme but it is the programme
which builds the party, determines its nature, and assures its viability.
In the long run the programie is: dec181ve. Without a correct programme
the party is ﬁothlngu

The ex1otenﬂe of the material prerequ151tes for a plamed economy
on a world scale place the sccialist revolution on the agenda. The
prohlem is the limitation in political consciousness of the working
class, Our activity is oricntated towards actions whlch will help
overcome the limitations in the consciousness of the working class and
its allies and in the process build a mass revolutionary workers party.
The guide used in outlining our tasks and perspectives is the same as
our gulde to adl political act1v1ty,_ It is the method of the tramsitional
programme. o : '

: The transitional.progfamme is-only paxrt of the fundamental programme

of the Fourth International, The full comstituents of its programme
are drawn from the entire cxperience of the revolutionary Marxist
movement from the Communist Manlfesto of 1848 to the latest resolutions
of the world body, :

At the same time the transitional programme is for us the most
important and relevant part of the total teachings of our movement
because it ropresents. a method of approach and a set of proposals aimed
at mobilising the masses for revolutionary action. It proceeds from
the objective conditions and the existing level of consciousness of the
workers and other sections of the oppressed to lead them, step by step,
through the education they receive in the coursc of their struggles
to the rcalisation of the necessity for the conquest of power.

The Transitional Mothod

The transitional method consists of finding openings in the class
struggle, opportunities vhich facilitate exposing the inadequacies
and failings of capitalism,. showing the superiority of socialism in
this respeet, and advancing the mobiltisation of the masscs or sectors
of them on the -broadest possible scale., The class struggle itself
thus becomes converted into a school in which the masses gain in political
understanding and the cadres of the mass revolutionary party are shaped
and recruited.

In this process we put forward three kinds of demands: 'parfial or
immediate: demonds, democratic demands, and trapstional demands. We
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put -then forvard nol.as a-recipe-book but.as-a-guide to actiobs.. ... .

Partial or immediate demands are connected with the everyday
_.struggles of the masses in defence of thelr condltlons of life and
labour; e.g., wage increases.

Democratic demands are related to the political rights of the
massese. Historically, they were struggled for and partially won during
the bourgeois revolution. These include such rights as the right to
self~determination, the right to assemble, due process of 1aw the
right to strike, and others.

- But today the bourgeoisie has not only ceased to fight for
democratic rights (such as self-determination for Ireland) but more
and more the rulers try to take them away. The Industrial Relations
Act versus the right to strike, the AIL Trafalgar Square ban versus the
right to assemble, the early morning police raids versus the right
to be free from zrbitrary search and seizure.

The struggle for democratic rlghts is a "bourgeois’’ struggle
only in an historic sense -- it was the bourgeoisie that first raised
and fought for them, Today it is only the working class and its '
Marxist vanguard who can be consistent defenders of and champions of -
all struggles for democratic rights., A4nd it is only a workers state
that can finish this historic task. Thus democratic tasks are our
tasks, They must be fought for by proletarian class struggle methods
and not by bourgeois reformist methods (by independent mass mobilisations
rather than-debendence on parliamentary reform and judicial decision).

Transitional demands indicate the solution.to the economic and
social needs of the working class which capitalism cannot grant, They:
lead towards challenging capitalist property rights and the bourgeois
state, Such demands include tkeright to a job, the right to decent -
pay . housing, social security, ete. Transitional demands, such as a
sliding scdle of hours and a sliding scale of wages, pertain to the
socialisﬁ economy of the future and ave only realisable under it.

Democratlc demands and trans1tlonal demends are related in two .
vays, The first is that capztallsm ‘has reached the point where it
becomes more and more incompatible with any form of democracye The
defence and extensmon of democracy thus become proletarian tasks
along with the advancewent of transitional measures that go beyond -
capitalism although stemming from 'its present p01nt of development,

The. second and more 1mportant way in which democratlc and tran51~
tional demdrds are related is in the method by which we defend and -
advancé thém. - The method is the same in both instances -~ the proletarian
method of mags struggle. The heart of this method is mobilisation of
the masses assembled by capltallsm as‘the human basis of its mode of
pvoductlon. ‘THe transitional programme deals with the problem of
organlslng and’ developlng this Lype of'struggle and- carrylng it forward
‘to its flnal conclu51on in the v1ctory of soc1allsm.

In a perlod ‘where weé ¢an as yet lead no mass forces under our own
banner, how do-we move towards closlng the gap between our numeri.cal
weakness and the receptivity of masses in struggle to our political
ideas? By maximising our initiatives in building united actions around
clear class struggle issues;- by fighting organlsatlonal exclusion and by
keeping such struggles inflépéndent from subordination to the needs of
any reformist buréaicracies.’ It was what was done 1n1t1ally with the
Vxetndm Solldarlty Cﬁmpalgn and what must be done 1n our Irish solidarity
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campaign and in the struggle for womens liberation. In practice the
minds of large numbers can be opened to the value of independent struggle
as. opposed to class collaboration and militants can be won to the entire
Trotskyist programme.

Thls has guided our proposals to relate to and champion the struggles
of every sector of the population against the evils of capitalisms We'
are unable to choose the field of battle. In the class struggle, battles
break out as a consequence of forces over which we have no control at the
present stage of our development. The IMG as a revolutionary socialist
group has no choice but to engage in these battles; otherwise, we will
not grow but will wither on the vine. In fact an audacipus and aggressive
attitude in this respect lies at the heart of the transitional programme
and the method it teaches. The gudacity in the transitional approach
consists in attempting to wrest these struggles out of the hands of the
reformist politicians who seek to utilise them to divert the m“sses
into safe, parlismentary channels. £

Thxs is why we explain to the workers the need to first and forc-
most count on this own strength as a class against the cnemy class
beginning with the absolute independence of thtir unions from the state,
This is one of the central lessons of the miners' victorys. Through
these. experlences they will test and eventua lly reject the uisleaders
of thelr unlons and the Labour Party, . L

It 1s by uslng the tran51t10na1 method as our fundamental gulde
to polltical activity today that we will take the next steps
towards the construction of the mass workers party capable of
leading the successful struggle against: capltallsm.

The T ansitloral Method and Our Epoch

‘In our epoch ~~ the death agony of capltallsm -~ the transition -
from capltallsm to socialism -- capitalism is less and less capablc
of solving the problems and satisfying the needs of those it cxploits
without bringing into question fundamental capitalist property. rights,.
‘The capitalist class, more and more often, restricts political '
rights that it once champloned {like the right of self-determlnﬂtlon,
the right to assemble or freedom of the press) and encrosch upon
social and economic measures wrested from it earlier (like sub31dlsed
rents and. the national health plan).

Our epoch is marked not by a stable evolutionary development of
the labour movement but by rapid twists and turns -and explosive
changes in the forms and moods of struggle of the working class,
Different scctors of the populatlon comé into struggle often in
an unpredicatable way making demands the rulers cannot meet,

‘They give vent to.the. pent up grievances flowing from capitalist
oppression, explomtwtlon and discrimination directed against their
class, language, sex, nation, generatlon, race or religion..

We see this exemplified today in many strikes, the struggles to use the
Yelsh language, womens'actions, the Irish struggle, youth rebellion

and students! actions, immigrant protest actions and the struggle

by Catholics in Northern Ireland against rellglous discrlmxn&tion.

, “A1] ‘the problems created by the entire course of the rise of
class society come forward and demand resolution through these
various. forms of the class struggle. In fact, in the period of
imperizlist decline, every. serious struggle by the workers and the
petty bourgeoisie tend to go beyond the llmlts of bourg601s property

-rights and the bourgeois state,.
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Without understanding and applying the transitional programme and
method, we will end up Jjust another "Trotskyist! sect, differing only
in the degree of sectarianism from the RSL, SLL, IS, Workers Fight, eice

Organisational Principles of the Leninist Party

Next to the programe the most important guestion is the form
of orgjn;satlon of the party. :

The party that must be built to lead the British soclalist
revolution will have to be a mass party with its forces concentrated
in the wajor urban centres and with extensive resources for propaganda
and agitation at all levels. It will have to be a thoroughly working
class party, in composition and programme, with deep roots within the
working class and its varied forms of political, social and cultural-
expression, It must be a party of workers.who are leaders in their
own yight, who through the d1%01p11ned, centralised and coorélnated
action of the party will be gomuine leaders of the class. :

Only a self-acting and crztlcallyﬂmlnded membership is -capable
of forglng and consolidating such o party.and of solving its problems
by collective thought, discussion and experience, - 'The problem of
the party is the prcblem of the leadership of the party” wrote Cannon,
The programme is basic but even in the wmost favourable situations,
the best of programmes cannot build a movement without the necessary
cadres "which play the same decisive role in relation to the party
as the party plays in relation to' the class.!" (Cannon) .

A leadership which aspires to build a Leninist combat party must
be united on the basic programme of Trotskyism. If this unity does
not exist, then the party is built on sand and will not accomplish
its =im. The party leadership must be able to fight against the alien
pressures which the movement constantly comes under., The main
pressures on us in Britain come meinly from the reformists, from
Soclwl Democracy. :

On ‘the other hand, the newly-radicalised youth that arc attracted
towards Trotskyism, while having a healthy comtempt for social democracy
and its reformist twin, Stalinism, bring with them into the party alien
organisational concepts and sectarisn and ultra~left politics = what
Trotsky called in the Tranistional Programme "the inexperience of the
younger generation." - If the leadership does not understand this
phenomena and constantly miseducdtes the membership regarding the basic
programme of Trotskyism and the need to remain firm to our principles, it
will.end up by adapting to the weaknesses of the youth radicalisation
and not its strengths. If not foughf{ agninst, these ultr1~1eft and
sectarian pressures will eventually turn the movembnt into a
1n51gn1f1cant secty ; F b Ak

" Leadershxp and centralised direction are indispensable pro-
requipites for sustained and disciplined action. Without o strong and
fira national committee which can work effectively 2s a team, having
the authority to act prouptly and effectlvely in the name of -the party
and to supervise, coordinate and direet all its ‘activities, the concept
of a revolutionery party is meaningless. The authority which the
national committee must possess camnot be oytifically invoked or
gainedas” Such authority must be earned through the ability of national
committee members to give o leadership to the organlsatlon and tboer
seriousness and commitment to bullalng ‘the party. : :
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It is from these considerations, based upon the whole of the
Ainternational experiences of -the working class struggle in the last
century that the Leninist principle of organisation ~- gemocratic
centralism -~ is derived. The same expericnces have demonstrated
that there are no absolute gusrantees for the prescrvation of the
principle of democratic centrolism, and no rigid formula. that can
be set down in advence, 2 _priori, for its applicatlon under any and
all circumstances. Although deomocratic contralism is based on
specific fundamental ccancepts, the problems of applying it differ
under different conditions and stages of development of the :
struggle. Democratic centralism can only be applied effectively in
relation to concretc situations, in the course of the tests and expericnces
through which the movement passes, and on the basis of the most
fruitful and healthy inter-relationship of the lecading bodies of the
party and its rank and file. In countries where repression and conditions
of illegality oxist, democratic. centralism is. applled differently than
in bourgeois democratic countries, :

Democracy and centralism are not opposing concepts but are
complimentary to one another. 'Ouly in a thoroughly democratic organisa~
tion is centralism possible-and a centralised organisation is a myth
without the fullest democracys . - i

Responsibilities of Leadership -

The leadership of the Leninistiparty is not @ power in and of.
itself, It is accountable to the rank and file and must be at all
times under the control of the membership. Its policies and actions
muzt always be cwen to griticism, discussion, and rectification by
the rank and file within properly established forms and limits, and
the leoading bodies themselves subject to formal recall or alteration,

The leadership is responsible for carrying out the line of the
organisation as determined at national conferences., It is responsible
for directing the work of the party, decides all aguestions of policy
in accord with the decisions of the national conference, appoints
~ various committees as required,. including the political ecommittee,
and in general -consitutes between naticnal conventions the functlonlng
central authorlty of thﬁ party.

The membcrshlp of the party has the rlght to demand and expect

- the greatest responsibility from. the leadership precisely Because

of the position the leéndership occupies in the movement. The sclection
of comrades to the positions of leadership mcans the conferring of

an extraordlnarJ rQSDOHblblllty} ’

The quallflcwtlons for 1eadersh1p must be proved not once, -but
continually. The leadership is under obligation to set the highest
example of responsbility, devotion, sacrifige and complete identifiecaw
tion with the pearty itself and its daily life and action. It must
display the ability to defend its policies before' the membership of
the party, and to defend the line of the party and the perty as a
- whole bnfore tho worklng class in- general.

Sustained pqrty qct1v1ty, not broken or dlsrupted by abrupt and
disorientang changes, presupposes a continuity of tradition and a -
systematic development of party policy but also the continuity of
leadership. The continuity of leadership is an important sign of o
serious and firmly-constituted party, or a party really engaged in
productive work in the class struggle. Continuity of leadership,
however, docs not mean the autematic self-perpetuation of leadership.
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Leaders mist be primarily sclected on their leaderchiyp quallflcutlons
and their commitment to the party.

The revdlutionary party needs a professional leadership of cadres
who are sustoined by the movement znd can thereby be sclected entirely
on their record of commitment and dedication to building the movement,
without regard to their individual financial circumstances. It cannot
be led by amateurs, no matter how gifted, who make themselves available
to the movement from time to time, Comrades with 1ndependent means,
who desire to donate their time and energy to the movement can do
useful and comstructive work. DBut they cannot be a substitute for
a professional leadership, selected and financed by the movement as
a whole,

The leadership must be a collective leadershlp. That is, it
must be able to encompass individuals with differcnt backgrounds,
experlencgs and uvneven levels of development. This will involve
working out a sensible division of labour and being able to work
together with the minimum of friction. A collective leadership is
marked by a closeness of collaboration dnd gains its strength not
from the perfection of its individual members but from its character
as a team which brings out the best qualities in each individuol,.:

The leadership of a bolshevik orgenisation is not a privileged
elite, responsible for all the thinking, speaking, and writing of
articles while rank and file do all the mechanical, routine work,

At all times the leadership must set an example for the orgwnls“tlon.-
It should not ask anything from the rank snd file which it is not
prepared to do itself.,

The Leninist party rejects the concept of a federated structure
or regional or area power centres having their own leaders who "
pericdically work out an organlshtlonul or operational relatlonshlp
with the centre or other leaders. The revclutionary party must be
a centralised party having not only a common programme but alsc a
common strategy and tﬁsks.

Rights and Respcnsibilities of Membershi?

Like leadership, mombership itself in the revolutionary party
implies certain obligations as well as rights. The basic minimum .
requirements are the payment of dues, public defense of bhe progromme
and regular activity through one of the base units. Party membership
confers the fullest freedom of discussion, debate, and criticism | »
inside the vanks of the party. This freedom is limited only by such .
decisions and provisions as are made by the party itself or by bodies
to which it assigns this function. Membership in the party confers -
upon each, membﬁr the right of being democratically represented at
all pollcy—maklng assenmblies of the party (from branch to national _
to internationsl confercnces) and the right of the final and decisive .
vote in determining the programme, policies, and 1cadershin of the party.

From this follows the neced of assuring the widest posszblc
democracy in the ranks of the organisation. Demoecracy must. exist -
‘not only in ﬁxmlbut also in spirit and content. A democratic atmosphere
where all views' are considered on their me rits, not on the basis of -
where they came from, who put them forward, or how eloquently they
are presented, is just as 1mportant as the formal rules governing
membership rights. . .

When there are major disputes which cannot be resolﬁéd ét aiv
leadership level, the responsibility of the leadership is to set the
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conditions whereby the disputed issues arc presented to the membership
in as clear a way as possible. The movement is not a sounding board
for individuals to elaborate some "new" or Yintercsting™ idea which
they might hold. Such a proctice is ideal for 2 university debating
society, but not permissible in = Leninist party of action.

Political differences when they occur must not be exaggerated.
Neither must they be covered over or swept under the rug. They must
be presented to the membership in an ovganised, disciplined and clear
manner in order that the maximum clarity can be achieved. '

When tendencics or factions exist within the organisati on, they
must be based on a principled political platform which is known to
the entire membership. Cligues, cults and unprincipled combinations
are alien to the traditions of. revolutionary marxism. The existence
of such formations will at best result in political confusion and the
disorientation of members. At worst, they will destroy the party.

Concentration on private discussions in the pubs and cafes tends
to give comrades involved a one-sided view and prejudices their
thinking before they have heard the open-party dcbatc. This tends
to warp their capzcity for objective political judgment. : Attempts
to make quick decisions and to line comrades up as a substitute for
democratic discussion throughout the pariy is contrary to the principles
of democratic centralism. Only after a democratic discussion can
declslons be made and a leadership slected which will have real authority.

TASKS AND PERSPECTIVES

After the programme and the form of organisation, the most
important question which we face. in building the revolutionary party
is to work out what our concrete tasks should be.

The objective situation for party building in Britain has never
been more favourable than it is today. New and important sectors of
the population are showing their dissatisfaction with the status quo.
Workers arc becoming wmore and more criticdl of the Tories and their _
traditional working class leaders. This finds its expression in increased
and more militant action on the job and on the picket lines. Thousands
of students from comprehensive schools, technical and training collegcs
and from the universities are struggling for their rights on a scale
unprecedented in British history. Women, Blacks, 1mmlgrants, oppressed
minorities, gays are developing a deeper socialist consciousness, This
increase in consciousness and activity shows that the so~called _
fperipheral” struggles do not decline when the workers struggles sharpen,
On the contrary, as the current upsurge in student militency shows,.
these social struggles intensify when there is an inerease in trade union
militancy. -

What then should our concreie tasks be so that we can make maximum
impact and the greatest gains?  These tasks are determined by our.
analysis of the political situation and stem from the international and
national néeds of the class strugzic. At the same time the strength of .
our forces, size, and experiences have to be taken into account so that
the tasks we set are realistic.

One of the main functions of ocur national conferences should be
to assess our successes and failures with regard to the tasks we
set ourselves at:the previous coanference and work ocut the tasks for
the next period. '
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i - Bven with a correct programme and correct organisational corcepts,.

it is necessary to work out realistic tasks. If we fail to do this, the
conseguences for the party can be as serious as an erroncous political -
line or incorrect organisational concepts.

Wrongly determined tasks can result in a colossal waste of
time and expenditure. of energies and resources in fruitless activity,
Consistent mistakes of this nature can result in a small organisation
like ours being shattered., On the other hand, if we choose correctly
what to do =~ and do it == we can win new forces to our ranks and
- extend our influence in the working class and other oppressed sectors.

éentral Political ﬁevélopments 3ince the May, 1972, National Conference:

Vietnam

The Vietnamesc revolution suffered a severe setback when the
Western imperialists, with the open collaboration and assistance of
the Stalinist bureaucrats in both Moscow and Peking, succceded in
robbing the Vietnamese of a victory which was so close at hand,
From being on the verge of toppling the Thieu regime in carly 1972,
the North Vietnamese leaders signed aceords which, amongst other things,
. recognised the legitimacy of Thieu's sovareignty over much of South
~Vietname They also accepted other pesitions vhich they had rejected
) prevzouslf .as totMlly unaccentahle.

The bureaucrats of the two largest workers states agreed not
only to accede to imperialist control of most of the world but actively
aided the US in its efforts to disarm those forces currently
struggling ageinst US imperialist domination in Indochina and elsewhora.

.. While Nixon escalated the war by pounding Seuth and North Victnam e
including Hanoi =~ with thousands of tons of bombs, Mao and Brezhnav

- vied with cach other to sece who could practice peaceful coexistence

and class collaboration more effectivelys The world Stalinist:

movement headed by Moscow and Peking, has, therefore, committed the

most viclous bebrayal in its long perfidiocus history, The terms

of the ceasefire show that dsspite a number of concessions made by

the American government =-- the most important being an end to the
borbing raids «- Uashlngton‘° central objective of maintaining a
neo~colonialist regime in Saigon has not been defeated.

Thieuts capitalist army and police remain intact, Imperialist
investment such as- it is still existss The landlords still hold
title to the _peasonits lande No victory is possible on-a programme
of coalition with the forces of capitalist reaction in Saigon,
"National Reconciliation and Concord” can be achieved only by destruction
gf the Saigon reglme, not by uniting with it or any of its possible
neutralist” successors. The Victnamese Revolution cannot be negotiated
out of existence through sumait meetings between the representatives
of Stalinism and imperialism. But they can result in long setbacks,

_as the Vietnawmese militants know well from the 1946 Accords that
permitted the French to return to Indochina and the 1954 Geneva Agrecment
that partltloned Vietnam and permitted the establishment of the. Diem
dlctatorshlp in the South,

. Whether the present ceasefire results in the same drastie
.consequences for the Vietnamese remains to be -seen,

The heroic resistance of the Viotnamese 1ibora£ion forces and
the international anti-war movement have dealt a heavy blow at the
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American ruling class'! attempts to police the world for capitalism.
It has created deepening economic difficulties not only for US
imperialism but also for the other capitalist powers who are obliged
to carry a bigger share of the milifary, moral and especizlly the.
economic burden involved in trying tc hold dock the world revolution.

Clearly the Indochinese Revolution is not won, and the US interw
‘ference in the area in the form of 2z military presence in Thailand
and offshore, plus massive military assistance to the right-wing
dictatorships in Victnam, Laos and Cambodia, remnin a central factor
in the whole situation. We sce the conflict as still civil war, one
_which could not continue without massive US military involvement.

The defence of the Vietnameése Revolution still reteins an acid
test for all those who consider themselves internationalists and
revolutionists. -

Oﬁr'propag onde must be aimed primarily at the US government; to
exposc their aims to crush the Indochinese Revolution; and to expose
~and. ena ‘the complicity of the British govornment..

To thc vanguard forces we must also explaln how, vhy, and in vhat
way the Sta dinists in Moscow and Peking have committed a betrayal of
the revolution and that while the Hanoi leadership has every right
to meke the concessions they consider necessary, a Trotskyist leadership
would not engage in such unprincipled actions as participating in
secret negotzatlons with Washlngtone

Whilelthe perspective for mass demonstrations on the question of
Vietnam is: not realistic right now, we should be prepared for a -
change in the situation. We should carry out propaganda and agitation
_ thercby laying the goundwork for mass demonstrations as soon as there is

‘a change in -the objective situation. We should propagandise and
agitate for the 1mmo@1ate release of the political prisoners held in
Thieu's jails but. the thrust of our work must be directed
against the US govermmo its British allies and should be first
and -foremest a campaign for %he US to get its wilitary personnel
and equipment Out of Indochine How, - We should be on the alert to find
opportunﬂ% 28 to organisc broad actions around these concepts and
seck to win the Tndochins 8Solidarity Gon;er nce to this perspective.

,Irelapd

. Despite the presence of almost 20,000 British troops in Ireland o
£ry to maintain imveri~list rule in th“ six counties, the resistance
of the oppressed Catholic minority has not weakened, Attempts to
csmash the civil rights movement and the Republican vanguard have been
unsuccessful despite the harressment, imprisonmment; persccution, and
torture which tho Britisn tvoo*s arc committing against the Republican
vanguard and 1&r5° layers of tiie entire Catholic community.

incrity continues to fight back in order
to win 'its most basic clemert ry ond democratic rights such as freedom
from arbitrary arvest, free specch, assembly and press. At the heart
of the struggle remains the fight of an oppressed nationality for
self~determination, This basic demoeratic right, won by most

Buropean nations during the bourgecis revolutions, continues to be
denicd the Irish. Only a socialist revolution can today assure. this
right and it is this fact which gives a rgvolutlonarj dynamic to the
struggle by the masses of the Irish peoples

The'oppressed natlonal
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In their fight to free ireland from British rulg, the Cathalic
population in the six counties have become less and less susceptible
.to defeat and open to even the most revolutionary methods of struggle;
mass non-cooperation with the government, mass demonstrations in
defiance of the state, and armed self-defence.

Despite the explosive character of the Irish struggle, there has
been a downturn in the mass moveent over the past months. The
two main factors contrxbutlng to this are

1) the lack of an Irlsh leadership which understands the combined
character of the nationalist and socialist revolution and which has
the perspective of mobilising mass actions around anti-imperialist and
democratic demands,.

2) ‘the abscnce of a mass campaign in Britain demanding from
Westminster the immediate withdrawel of British troeps. Only a
campaign having a mess action perspective around this key demand
can give an impetus to those fighting British direct rule in the
North and those fighting the neo~colonialist governument in the South,

 The struggle in Ireland is directly linked to the struggle in
Britain, The repressive laws ageinst the Irish nationalist population
are made and enacted by Westminster and are, therefore, a direct
threat to the democratic and civii rights of the British worklng class,
The strugglc against these laws and the building of a mass solidarityy
campaign in defence of the struggle of the Irish people for self-
determination is an integral part of defcnalng and extending democratic
rlghts in Britain. i _ '

The building of a mass campaign in solidarity with the Trish
struggle for self-determination is the key task beforc us. It must
be the central axis of our work in the coming periods

The biggest contribution British rovolutionarics can make to achicving
the defeat of British imperialism in Ireland is a political one., We
must build a mass movement capable of stopping British imperialism from
operating with a free hand militarily and politically. A movement with
this perspective can bogin to undermine. the morsle of the British troops
and give renewed vigour to the cowmbativity of the Irish masses. Such
a campaign wust be ongoing, have a mass action perspectlvc and make
concrete demands on the British sovernment. Our aim must be to build
a movement which is able to mobilise forces of sufficient strength to
have an impact on public opinion and sufficient power to force the
goverment to change its policy =- or to bring it down.

The principled basis for all our activity as revolutionists within
the imperialist oppressor is unconditional support of the right
of self-determination of the Irish peoples It invelves building a
united- front_type mass action oriocuted coalition of all organisations
and individuals preparced to work for the following demands: 1) Withdraw
British Troops Now. 2) End Internment 3) Releasc All Political Prisoners,
The key demand is Withdraw Britisir Troops Now, This demand is the
principled demand and of sufficient basis for a mass movement. in
defencé of the Irish struggle. It conretises revolutionary defeatism
into a demand that is understandable to British workers, onc which they
can act upon, and at the same time strikes directly at the ruling class
policye. ,

. ‘The objective situation mekes it possible for a mass campﬁign
to be built with sufficient power to forece the government to withdraw
its troops from Ireland, Such a campaign would mean a gigantic step
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forward for the Irish people in theoir struggle For self-dekermination and
change the balance of forces in the class struggle in Britain,

Trotskyists should therefore seck to win the Anti-Internment
League {(AIL) to this perspective and to turn the AIL into a powerful
united front, non-cxeclusive coalition for the W1thdrawa1 of Brltlsh

Iroops Now,

We must make every effort to convince the united front coalition
of its responsibility to propagandise anld agitate amongst the British
troops on the right of the Irish people to self-~determination and
draw them toward the mass movement of solidarity. We must also do this
work in our own name. This is the application cf a rcvolutlonary socialist
policy towards the British troops in Irecland.

Fajlure to do these things will mean that the ¢nmpaign in
solidarity with the Irish struggle will be diverted into the dead eonds
of reformism or ultra~leftism,

- We should prescnt our full analysis of the Irish revcolution
. in our own paper. This is a ncecessary principled component of our
responsibility to the Irish revolutionaries and the British working class,

The Tory Offensive

The deepening crisis of British capitalism compels +the Tories
to step up their attack on the living standards of the working classe
Faced with increased cconeomic competition from the US, Japan and Germany,
the Toriecs are seeking a solution to their problems through expleibing
the protected markets of Europe {through the Buropean Economic Communityde
This means an acceleration in the rationalisaticn of a number. of British
industries resulting in the least productive factories being closed
down, an incrcase in the number of domestic and international mergers,
an increase in speedups on the factory floor. The ruling class know
that its solution can only succeed if i1t can discipline the workers
-to increase productivity without a corresponding incresse in wages,
Towards this end, ruling class policy has been to try to create a
.. permanent army of uncwployed, cut into the living standards, social
services, and democratic rights won through decades of working class
struggle. At the same time as inflation scars, the govermment is
trying to impose a limit on wage increascs that is unacseptable to the
'maaorlty of the workersa.

Through the Industrial Relations Act, the Tories hope to put
_.the unions in a legal straightjacket thereby disciplining the workers
“into acceptlng wage increases low enough to be acceptable to the
govermment. The ruling class also seck through the Industrial Relations
Act to curb prank and file militancy, prevent solidarity actions in
strikes, and to draw the union burecaucrats into further class
collaboration., This policy is pursued by the Tories with the full
knowledge that a confrontation with labour is inevitable, Faced

with this Tory offensive, the workers have not remained passive,.
lacking the confidence to organise and fight back. On the contra ry,
“they have launched massive defensive struggles often in-a most
militant and dynamic way.

The series of strikes and factory occupations that started with
the Upper Clydeside (UCS) work-in and highlighted by the miners®"
victory now involves the more tra aditionally-conservative hospital
workers, eivil servants and teachers. It indicated the growing militancy
and aggressive mood of the masses,
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The workers of Briant Colour Printing in burning a court injunction
issued against them and seizing and utilising the company's equipment
- and material to produce free publicity for other workers on strike
shows the growing contempt that is starting to develop within layers
of the working class for the concept of private property and Tory
Piustice,’' The factory occupations also show concretely that the
bosses are not necessary for industry to operate., At the same time
these occupations meke it possible for our concepts of workers control
to be explained and more easily understood.

_ The increase over the past year in the number of strikes,. protests,
- demonstrations and work-ins have often been carried out by workers

who have had no previous experience in the class struggle. Increasing
numbers of young women have been involved and are influenced by the
growing womens liberation movement,-

The call by the General Council of the.TUC to stage a 24~hour
national strike can involve 10-million workers or more, This call
is a result of the pressure put on the TUC leadership by the thousands
of workers who are taking action ~~ both official and unofficial == .
in order to keep their wage packets in line with the rising cost of -
living, to improve their living conditions and general welfarc.

The majority of the labour bureaucrats are guite conscious thatb
unless they take some action against the government their positions
as leaders are put in jeopardy. They are forced to look for ways and
‘means to provide a safety valve for the mounting militant pressure of
the rank and file to be released. At the same time as we explain the
limitations of the labour burcaucracy we must also give full support
to the TUC appeal for a one~day strike. Demands must be made on the:
TUC leadership to carry out TUC policy and actually organise this
Strike. In this process we must advance and win support for demands
which contlnue to deepeﬂ and - take the struggle forward.u

For a Left~w1ng in the Unions Commltted to Antl—capltallst Struggles.

The Tran81t10nal Programme outllnes some key demands whlch are
pertinent in the struggles today to win jobs for :all and to protect the
wage packet against inflation and rising prices. These demands
include the sliding .scale of hours and the sliding scale of wagess
We advocate the latter demend as @ compliment to and mot &s a substitute
for demands for pericdic wage increases. These two demands must be
at the centre of our propaganda and agitation in the labour movement.
“We should promote these demands in our newspaper and at our public
meetings and our comrades in the trade unions should be.actively promoting
thema No ceiling on wage inereases —- make the capitalist class not
the working class vay for inflation,

In the face of threatened factory closures we must aim to win
the labour and trade union movement to demand nationalisation under
workers control. At the same time we should call for a crash programme
of public works to guaranteo jobs for z11,

To defeat the Industrlal Relatlons Act and strategy which the .
ruling class must try tc implement in this epoch == that of inte grating
the trade unions into the state apparatus, we must champion the
slogens: . Hands Off the Trade Unions, Repeal the IR Act; For the
Independence of the Trade Unions, iy
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It is in the process of directly fighting the ruling clasg for
demonds such as these that workers will come inte conflict with their
bureaucratic misleaders and begin to bulld a new.and revolutionary
leadership in the labour moviment, Thus the fight for rank and file
democracy is inseparable from the fight for a class struggle line.

We must explain the need for the trade unions to support the progressive
struggles which are taking place as part of the deepening radicalisation,
These struggles are helping to set the example of independent mass
extra~parlizmentary action against all forms of capitalist oppression ==
full support tc the campaign to get the British troops out of Ireland;
to the student struggles; to the actions of the womens and Black
liberation movements; against US aggression and British complicity in
Indochina; ageinst British imperialist policy in South Africa. This
is the kind of approach we must adopt and develop in order to start
gaining an implantation in the factories which will enable us to recruit
and train working. class militants as Trotskyist cadres.

. The radlcallsatlon within the labour movement is just beginning
and is not as yet on a very high political basis.. While there is an
increasingly healthy contempt for the labour bureaucrats == e¢specially
by the younger workers who see the Labour Party and trade union lcaders
as more and more part of the state apparatus responsible for their
exploitation and oppression -~ there are as yet few forces within the

trade unions who see¢ the need for and are equlppea to build & class
struggle left-wing within the unions. This is the first and next

step in the transformation of the unions into revelutionary instruments
of struggle by and for the working class,

Labour Party

Wlthout a clear: understandlng of the dynamics of the relation=-
ships between the trade unions, the working class, and the Labour
Party, & Leninist orientaticn able to win the leadership of the
proletariat, is impossible. We must clearly understand that the
loyalty of-the working cless to the Labour Party represents both the
strengths and gains as well as the limitations of the working class
movement, The loyalty of the working class to the Labour Party
represents a gain in working class consciousness, & recognition of
the necessity of the workers having their own party independent of
the capitalist parties. Working class loyalty to the Labour Party
indicates that the workers understand that their problems cannot be
golved solely at the factory or local level., At the same time, loyalty
. to the Labour Party is an indication that the working class hos not
come to the realisation that policies of class collaboration cannot
answer their pressing problems. The working class will only break
with policies of class collaboration and their class—ccllaborationist
leaderships in the process of struggle for the realisation of dewands
which the capitalist class and its state -- regardless of government -~
will not grant.

It is within this framework that our policy in the next electlon
hag to be determined. When the eloctoral choice is limited between
. the parties of capital and labour, revolutionaries have no choice
ut to clearly identify with Labour. Given the choice between Labour
and Tory, we are for the defeat of the Tories and for a Labour victdry.
This means that our support for the Labour Party is unceaditicnal
but not uneritical; i.e., our call for a Iabour victory is not dopendent
wpon the leadership cf the Lebour Party or its progromme. We call
for Labour to power despite the Wilsons and Callaghans, and in spite
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of the Labour Party's programme and actions. We call for Labour %o
power beécause under a Labour government the opportunities for building
the Leninist party are more favourables At the same time, we oxplain
that the present programme of the Labour Party is bankrupt and if

not changed can only lead to further attacks on the working class.

To the Labour Party programme we couterpose our programme == o
revolutionary programme of class struggle.

At the same time, to struggle against the Labour Party bureaucr"cy
we call for: .

a) the Labour government to carry out Labour Party conference
decisions,

b) the recall of any MP who fails to carry out these policies.

. ¢) an end to all bans .and proscrlptlons - frecdom for organlsed
political groupings,.

We sce the clectiocn period -- when there is a helghtened political
interest -- as an excellent opportunity to get the maximum publicity
for our programme and organisational concepts. We should exploit
this favourable opportunity by putting forward at least one candidate
in a. selective,‘safe, Tory constituency, This will enable us to.
speak to hundreds of thousands and possibly millions of people who
. have never yot heard of us and to make many new contacts and mcmbe“s.

‘We rejbetﬂthe concept that in running ouz,oun~oandidates we
s0uW 111u51ons in parllamentax;gglsmﬂm_mhls-1s a sectarian and infantile
concepta We regect the idea that we are too small and are without
‘the resources to put forward our own candidate., Such a viewpoint is
caservative, It reflects a lack of confldence 1n the membershlp'
ability to meet such a challenge. ;

3 It is 1nposslb1e to transform the Lahour Party 1nto a reVolutlonary
;1nstrument. The policy outlined here is part of the strategy necessary
to win the alleglancp of the workers in order to construct a mass
Leninist party. It is a key component of the Leninist strategy of
party building. ' S c ] -

_ The problem cf the Labour Party has confounded the British
comnunist movement since its formation, Despite the fact that Lenin
explained this problem half a century ago in Left-Wlng,Communlsm' An
 Infantile Disorder, the British Trotskyist movement has never surmounted
the twin errors of ultra-left abstention on one side and opportun—st
adaptatlon to Labour reformism on the other,.

. While ‘there. qre, at this time, no general openings for meaningful
revolutionary work in constltuercy Labour Parties, ‘it should be the
norm for conrades work1ng in industry to be a delegatc from his or
her trade union branch to ﬁhe approprlate constltuency Lebour Party.

'Tory Offen51ve Agalnst the Students

The Tory offensive 1nc1uces a basic attacP on the students, many
of whom over the pust’ decades have becn among the first to identify
,w1thlthe struggles of the oppressed and exploited, The Tory offensive
involves: e o

; 1) an encroachuent on the autonomy of students unions,
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2) the deflafidh waéfants (through inflation) m‘klng'students
at’ least EOV worse off than what thedir predecessors were in 1962. '

3) a more severe parental means test.

L) granto being obtaznqble only at the discretion of the Local
Edueation Authority. for all those students not studylng degree
levels or for A level intake courses.

These attacks arc not only attempts to hold back the students-
resistance to the restructuring of higher education, but results
from the class conscious recognition of the political role which can
be played and has been played by the students in the struggle against
capitalism,

In face of the severity of the Tory attacks the Netional Union
of Students (NUS) mobilised close to 60,000 students on 21 February
and called a national student strike for 1k March -- the first time such
an action has been planned in this country. This is a reflection of%
the-increased<tempo offthe class struggle.

The key congunctural tasks before the radicalisecd students is
to continue to extend the fight against the Tory offensive, At
the same time the sympathy of the students for striking workers and
to the Irish struggle shows that we must be alert to link up any
major eruption in the class struggle with the student movement,

 The NUS-has become the main arena for the discussion of contending
ideas and pelitical programme for advancing student struggles and
relating them to struggles in other scctors of society.  We should
organisc a militant left-wing caucus within the NUS, projecting a prograwmme
to mobilise the students in independent tass actions to win their demands,
At the same time it must organise to draw support from and extend support
to. other sectors of the population engaged in struggle.

A few comrades should be members of the Labour Party Young Socialists
in order to assess its development and to determine whether there are
fruitful openings for advancing our fundamental 1deas and recrultlng
nev forces to the Trotskyist movement.

For the Red Unlver51ty

We should explaln and seek to 1mplement the red unlverslty strategy;
This means organising and mobilising large numbers of students to
ocoupy the universities and utilise their resources to build mass
actions in support of student demands and linking up students! struggles
with broader manifestations of the c¢lass. struggle; c.g., anti-imperialist
struggles, actions in support of strlklng workers, ¢tc. The correctness
of and potential for this strategy is seen by: the LSE cccupation
in 1968 when students used the resources of the London School of Economies
(ISE)} to service the Vietnam demonstration; the ISE occupation in 1972
to organise demonstrations around the issue of student.autonomy; and
thé example of the Colchester students in putting the facilities
““of their university at the disposal of the striking wminers last year.

Build =3 Trotskylst Youth Orgonisation

To toke fill advantage of the opportunities created by the new
upsurge in student strugzle which has brought many new forces into
action during the last period, a Trotskyist youth organisation must
be built., Its mein task would be to put forward demands and develop
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oampalgns which would degpen and broaden the youth radicalisaticn, Its
main concentration in the next period would be towards the students, Such
an organisation would be in political solidarity with the Fourth Interna~-
tional and its British section while being organisationally independent,
It would be active in struggles around specific student issues and

seck to link these struggles w1th broader soclal questions through the
strategy of the red university; i.c., to turn the vniversities into
ideological and organisa ational centres for anti-capitelist struggles,

A Trotskyist youth organlsatlon would be in the forefront of building

a mass campaign in solidarity with the Irish struggle for self-determina-
tion. It would mobilise womens liberation activists to help build a
massive abortion action campaign and help to build other actions around
issues related to womens oppression; e.ge. family allowance campaign,
- anti-~discrimination campaign. It would help to build and lead campaigns
around anti~imperislist struggles such as Viétnam and Rhodesia and on
- issues related to Black llberatlon. : :

Such a. youth Qrganlsatlon would provide radicalising youth with
a basic Marxist education, It would discuss the problems confronting
“youth -and work out what to do about them. In this way youth will be
~~educated in our political ideas and organlswtlonhl concepts, and trained
how to intervene in and give leadership in all class struggle campaigns,
This is the way many young. cadres essential to the building of the
Trotskyist party will be recruited to the section.

The deepening of the student radicalisation has coineided with
“major industrial struggles and tany students see their struggles as
part of the same fight as that being waged by striking railwaymens
hospital workers.~-. and directed against, the same enemy -- the ruling
class and its Tory government. The high rate of unemployment which
‘more’ and more c¢ffects graduntes drives this point home in 2 new wa
for students., ' EI

Womens Idberation

The awareness among women of the nature and extent of their oppression
as women continues to grow., More and more women have become receptive

to the ideas and initiatives of women liberationists, and more and more
women -are- seriously -searching for explanations fo the roots and causes

of thelr oppression and how to eliminate it. The attendance of 1,700
women at the National Womens Liberation Conference in London is an
indication of this. This phenomenon is not limited to Brltwln byt

has appeared in countrles around the world.

In Britain the rising interest in womens liberation has been
‘reflected in the new attention the mass media pays to the problems
of women and even modest initiatives to struggle; the growing pressurc
on parliament as it debates the anti-discrimination bille before it;
the Tamily allowance campaign which has developed in response to .
government proposals to take family allowances away from the control
of mothers through a system of tax credits to the father; the attention
paid to the struggles of women and their special roles in Ireland
and in industry -- the night cleaners campaign and Fakenham ~- and the
effect of these struggles on the consciousness of women throughout
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Britainj the reaction of the ruling class to overy advance made by women
and the attempt to push back any victory that threatens to underniine
sexist oppression such as the yight to abortion and contraception,

- The heart of the oppression of women lies in their special role

as domestic slaves within the patriarchal family institution of

class society. That is why the abortion~contraception enforced-
motherhtod question has evoked such a broad and enthusiastic responsec

from women in a whole series of countries as womens liberation

ferment has begun to spread. It is why the forces of reaction have
"also concentrated on trying to turn back even the meagre gains that
have been made in this domain. A clear indication.of this is the
‘inereased growth and activity of the anti-abortion foress. It is

around this struggle for the right of women to choose that thousands

of women -~ French, German, Swiss, ‘Americen, Canadian, Australian

and others —-- have been drawn into actions in support of dewends which
would -fundamentally alter the lives of millions. of women., In the USA
the struggle around this issue == the right tc choose =~ has been won,
In Belgium, & 10,000-strong womens demonstration as well as the pressure
'from the 1nternat10na1 womens movement secured the release of D, Poers,
a Belglan, 1mpr1goned for hav1ng performed 200 abortions last yoar,

The_rlght of a woman to decide for herself if and when to have
o child is a fundamentzl precondition for her liberation., As long
as-she is denied this right she does not have control over the most
bagic factor determining her life. ~Science has made it possible
for women to have this contorl. The denial of safe, cfficient birth
‘control and abortion are, therefore, among the most brutal aspects
of womens oppression today, especially for working class women who
arc most often the vietims of the abortion racketecers. This is
becoming clear t¢ increasing numbers of women who are beglnnlng to
demand the necessary changes.

It is oround a campaign on this. same basic issue that the greatest
potentlal exists for building a mass actlon womens 11beratlon movement
A Brltun.f

Trotskyists are duty bound to support all struggles of the
oppressed for their liberation, This means that we support the
demends of the womens liberation movement, "We must be active
in the womens movement to learn from it and give it revolutionary
leadership and help in developing a programme of democratic
and transitional demands which will bring mllllcqs of women into
struggle for thelr liberation. :

The 1n1t131 components of & transitlonal programme for wemens
liberation have emerged around several key damands 1nc1ud1ng:

1) Free, safe abortion on demand without forced sterlllsatlon
and free, safe contraception fopr every woman,

2} 2h<hour child care facilities.

3) Bqual pay for eqﬁal work.

L) Fqual job and edueational qpportunities.

The struggle for womens liberation has a revolutionary dymamic
because of the nature of womens oppression and the potential for

mobilising masses of women in struggle against the ruling class
and its government.



- Despite the tremendous potential that exists today for building
an independent, mass-action-oricnted womens movement, little progress
in this direction has been made in the past year. This is due
- primarily to the absence of a revolutionary socialist leadership
that understands both the oppression of women as women and the intore
relationship of the struggle for womens liberation with the fight
for socialism,

While it is possible and necessary to bring women into struggle
around all the demands.which have already emerged in the womens liberation
movement, the contraception-abortion issue has the greatest potential
for a moss campaign around the. demand for a woman's right to chooscs

We should see the National Womens Abortion and Contraception Campaign
"~ (WACC) as the key campaign of the womens liberation movement and
actively involve ourselves in it.

This does not mean we would work exclusively in this campaign, We
would actively support particularistruggles or actions which women
organise to fight their exploitation and oppreagicn, The campaign
for the Anti-Discrimination Bill and the family allcwance campalgn
are two areas in which we should allocate some forcese. ’

We consider that the journal, Socialist Woman, and Socialist
Woman Groups to be sectarian. Where these groups still exist, they
should be dissolved and their members oriented towards participating
in and helping to build a mass action abortion and comtraception
compaign, Women members of the IMG would work in the womens liberation
movement as a Trotskyist fractiony putting forward a Marxist analysis
of womens oppression, and trying %o win the best wowmen activists
to the British secction of the Fourth Internatlbnal We would publish
our full analysis on womens liberation under our own name in our
NEWSPaPETr, . )

Oppression of National Minorities:

Over the past two decades the policy of the ruling class has
been to bring tens of thousands of non-white immigrants to work in
the low-paid service industries. This has resulted in the growth
~ of Black nationalist consciocusness, particularly under the leadership

of West Indians, and is a new and permanent factor in the current
radicalisation, Events over the past year have confirmed this,

‘The reaction of large numbers in the Black community who demonstrated
against the imperialist deal with the white racialist regime of
‘Rhodesia, police harrassment, slum housing, all cxpress the growing
sense of dignity, defiance and national consciousness within the
Black communities as a wholee

Racist harrassment and persecutlon against the non-white popula-~
tion will increase as the .ruling class lcoks for scapegoats to
create divisions within the working class, to divert attention from
the real causes of unemployment and.inflation and the deterioration
of the social services. This will increasc the national consciousness
of Blacks as Blacks as well as their consciousness as Workers,

Tory pollcy to grudually arm the pollcc rcuresents an 1mmed11te
danger to the Black.and immigrant communities, If the police and other
reactionary forces are successful in terrorising non-white communities,
they will . be emboldensd. to . do likewise to any non~conformist,
dissident grouplnw within society, regardless of colour or race.
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" The IMG must solidarise itself with the anti~-racialist and Black
nationalist struggles taking place. Through our paper, meetings,
etc., we mst explain the oppression of Blacks as Blacks, the character
of their struggle as an independent form of the class struggle, the
explosive character this gives to their struggles as workers, and the
vanguard roles their struggles play in the fight against reaction,

An important educational task we have is to make available
to as many black militants as possible the Marxist analysis of
_Black nationalism, made by the SWP. The writings of Leon Trotsky,
George Breitman and Malcolm X especially would help £ill an important
vacuum in the understanding that exists on the Brdtish left, They
would help lay the groundwork for the basic analysis we must make of the
complicated racial-national class struggles of the immigrant and
Brltlsh born Black populwtlon.

We must defend the right of the oppressed Blacks to organise
‘along whatever lines they think ne¢essary just as we must give full
support to their struggles for emancipation and liberation,. however
limited these struggles might be, ; .

Where possible we must involve ourselves in aad help build defence
organisations for victimised Blacks (for example, Davis, Soledad,
the Mangrove trial) and find out more about the existing defence
committees and militant organisations of the Black cowmunity.

A number of comrades should be active members of the Anti-Apartheid
movement to assess what p0851b111tles exist for meaningful révolutionsry
work 1n this arcna.

In addition we must begin to intervene in the campaigns against
the racist governments of Rhodesis and South Africa and the complicity
of the British ruling class in maintaining them. In the process
we will learn from the experiences of the nationalist struggles and
. win valuable Blﬁck militants to Trotskyism. .

westmlnst er's nationalist chauvinist pollcy of restrlctlng
the use of the Welsh language has resulted in a rise in opposition
led by militant Welsh natiomalist youth., This is a further indication
of the incapacity of copitalism in its decline to satisfy the growing
demands of every oppressed sector and layer of thé population; as
new reservoirs of potent1a11y~antl—Capltallst forces are brought
forward by these progressive struggles. -

Defence-Work

As the class strugglce intensifies the numbers of militants
victimised by the ruling class will increase. It is very important
that the boss, the army, the university administration and the
government learn that they cannot victimise militants with impunity,
It is necessary for us tc build defence campaigns and committees to
carry out this respon51b111ty.

‘nqﬁmgl,__Dggogzagy has left
1t to the Trotskylsts to continue tho rich tradition of the
Bolsheviks and the Third International in defence of class war

vietims. A serious study of the historic lessons of defence

activity and their systematic application to the defence cases of

today is an essential port of leadership in the class struggle.
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Many theoretical and practical lessons have been learned

from previocus experiences, Among the most important are the following.
It is crippling and self-defeating for defence activity to be conducted
along sectarian lines or in an exclusive mannera. Appeals for support
should be based on general ecivil 1iberties grounds -- not on the

agrecment with the specific views (resl or alleged) of the defendent,
The issues at steke affect the rights of others and we must get support
from those willing to help regardless of their views on other subjects,
Defence committees should be prepared to work with and collaborate
with other groups which have 51m11ar purposes in de:endlng legal and
human vrights.

It is essential to the homogeneity and self-confidence of cvery
revolutionary organisation that its cadres know they will be
defended if victimised while carrying out party tasks., It is an
indication to the working class of the seriousness of such a party.

We have the responsibility to defend along with Trotskyists
arcund the world the comrades who have been victimised by the
reactionary oligarchies in Latin America,

The reactionary refusal, because of his political ideas, of a
university post in Berlin for Ernest Mandel 2nd his subsecquent
ban from cntering Germany is an attack on the entire academic
community and working class movement of Europe. The Fourth International
has a special responsibility in {ighting for the broadest suppert
in answer to the growing encroachment by the Furopean bourgecisie on
Ernest Mandel's elementary democratic rights. In Britain especially,
there are excellent opportunities to mobilise extensive support in
the academic and student miliecus, in the British left and in some
sectors of the labour movmment. British Trotskyists must be in the
forefront in campaigning to rally this support in Jdefence of Mandel's
democratic rights.

Weekly Paper and Intercontinental Press

A veckly paper, the essential political organiser of any serious
Marxist organisation, is now possible given our resources and sizc.
It must explain and promote the political line and orgonisationsl tasks
as outlined in this resolution and the basic Tendency documents,

. At the same time, we must write for andincrease the ecirculation
of Intercontinental Press -~ the English language weekly journal
which reflects the viewpoint of the Fourth International,

This will wmean the views of the Fourth International will be
more wWidely known and help our membership and periphery to gain a
better understanding of world politics, thereby cutting across the
insular concepts prevalent in the British left.

Summarx

Our central responsibility in the coming period is the development
of a mass campaign in defence of the Irish people to self=-detcrmination,

We must restructure a2 framework to carry out moblllsatlons in
defenece of the Vietnamese revolution,

Given the objective openings and the size of our forces, major
efforts must be made in our student work and in the devolopment of
a mass action abortion-contraception campaign as the central focus
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of our work in the womens 1iberation movement.

We have few forces in the labour movement but the recept1v1ty
to our ideas is increasing and the opportunlty to attract o smell
but important number of militants to us is the greatest it has
‘ever been in the history of the IMG. We should take advantage of -
every opening we have in the labour movement to put forward our.
fundamental political programme around which a class struggle 1eft-w1ng
will be hullt. : g . A

These campaign priorities can be carried out at the current
stage of the IMG's development only if we abolish the cell system
as it has been developed and reorganise on the basis of large
branch~type units which can educate and develop politically. rounded
cadres capable of lehdlng thls work.

It is only by remaining {irm to- Trotskylsm, by applylng the_
method of the transitional progrwmme, developing a demceratic
centralist structure and carrying out the tasks outlined that we
will be able to narrow the gap from whaL we are today == a small
nuclei of the revolutionary party -- to what we must become we
2 mass party of revolutionary action.



