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The extent of popular hatred for the Tories
was  starkly revealed in  the local
‘elections. The Tories lost 700 council
seats., in the working class inner-city
~areas they were decimated. Even the
Economist, & strident Tory journal, was
‘compelled to comment:

“Nost of built-up Britain is now Labour or
(occasionally) 4lliance - a devastating
comment  op  Hrs  Thatcher's social  and
eaviropmental policies.” (17/5/86)

There have been two responses in the
Tory ranks to this crisis of credibility.
Tory elder statesmsn, John Biffen, bhas
become the latest, in a long line, of
distinguished critics of Thatcher. Smarting
irom the series of policy disasters . that
bhave hit the Torles - Westland, British
Leyland, Libya - Biffen critised Thatcher's
style and public spending policy. He talked
of the need for a leadership in the party
representing a "balanced ticket”. He argued,
along  with another senior Tory Malcolm
Rifkind, for a shift of emphasis away trom
tax cuts apd towards public spending:

“We have alliwed <the impression to be
created that we do pot care about public
services,"”

The second respunse is that of the
Thatcher/Tebbit &camp. They are not so
stupid that they don’t think they could
lose the next election. So they want to

finish off the job of wvicious attacks on

the working class as soon as possible,
" They want to demoralise us so much there
is no fightback - that could upset their
chances at the next election. These
" policies are going full steam abead with
the nurses cheated out of their rise and
massive cutbacks in shipbuilding rail and
the pits, to name but two things. '

As for their response to Biffen it 'w.as‘

as igtransigent as it has been to all other
"wet" oppositions. Thatcher announced that

a "balanced ticket"” bad won the Tories the

1979 and 1983 elections. That is, she is
the "balanced ticket".

The overall position in the Tory party
is that the Thatcherites .remain firmly in
the saddle, but popular hostility to them
is causing divisions within the ranks. In
this situation what should be the response
of the labour movement 7 Conflict in the
Tory ranks is to be welcomed. Ve can apnd

W2 EDITORIAL
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somet hing

'"Pssst ‘Neil, & least give me
I can sell to the member ship!

should exploit their divisions — but not by
taking sides in the conflict. Biffan
disagrees with Thatcher aver the tempo of
the attacks an the working class and the
"style” of presentation of those attacks.
He does not disagree that in the interests
of British capitalism, the attacks have to
be made. He wants to dress. them up in a
more presentable electoral package

¥o, the way to exploit Tory difficulties
is to fight their attacks in the here and
now eg. link-ups between miners and rail
workers can deal a real blow to Thatcher's
plans, A

ON CQJRSE FOR DOWNING STREET?

The majority of misers and mipners wives
vote Labour and during the strike many
became  active Labour Party  members,
impressed by the support from rank anpd
file Labour Farty members, despite
Kinnock's treachery. Everyone from the
branch officials to Scargill is now saying
we  will have to  wait for o Labour
government. In the aftermath of these
election results what is Kinnock up to ?

He was, of course, delighted with the
election results -~"oo course for Downing
S‘ffrneet”, e claimed. Yfet, ©Debind the
celebrations, there were fears that Labour
was still not doing well enough, againsi
the Alliance.

Tribune  ruefully admitted that the
strong showing in the local elections

"way not have been guite enough to epsure
a majority in Westminster'(16/5/86.)



Indeed a breakdown of the voting patterans
showed that the rise in the Labour vof‘,e
was 2.7% overall (it in fact feliby 1.5% in
England) whiie that of the Alliance? was up
4£.3%. In terms of council seats this meant
a 570 seat gain for Labour and a 380 seat
gain for. the Alliance. Clearly Labour has
not yet regaipned the ground lost to the
Alliance in the early 1980's. Above all else
this is fashioning Kinnock's strategy.

Under- Kionock the Labour Party is
distancing itself from class strl-iggle. Ve
saw the way he carefully avoided any
support for our strike and conde:mned avery
thing that may have upset the middle class
voters he was so keen to court. In a
calculated bid to woo the Alliance's middle
class, base, Kinnock is now emphasising
Labour’s "cm‘-_ing” role, its commitment to

keeping the unions in their place, and t(’:’o
purging the Labour Party of "extremists
like HMilitant. Realism - a euphemism for a
thoroughly pro-capitalist strategy - has
taken over from “socialist promises",
however vague. This is why Kinnock
attacked those people (the lef):

"who would rather promise the earth thap
gain real ground.”

This is why Hattersley has refused to
promise a serious expansion of the wartorn
public sector and instead assures the ta.z«.:-
conscious middle classes and the profit
conscious capitalists thst there will be a

“a tough framework for public Spi:}ﬂdi ng"
and  "a ratipnally calculated ceiling (o
public borrowing.”

¥e have ho bope of getting the pit
closure programme reversed or victimised
miners re-instated by such a government
and Kinpock is caretul npot to make any
promises in that direction.

Instead of putting themselves at the
bead of resistance oW, Labour and uniom
leaders, like Bickerstaffe of NUPE, are
cadviging a s wait for the election line”
Scargili is saying that is all we can do
now! This is disasterous. It may help
Kinnock’s  respectable image but it will
ieave more workers on the dole pow, more
factories, pits and shipyards decimateq

now. 1t will ensure that Kinnock - if he
gets Lo power - will inherit a demoralised
working class. MHake po Bistake, by

signalling his iontention  to nanage
capitalism and nurse it back o health,
Kinnock is signalling his intention Lo
betray every progressive Labour policy and
attack the working class. The deepening .
crisis of capitalism - output feli by 0.3%"
last month, the first major fali for some
years - will propel hin, inevitably into
- such altacks. A working class that cannot
tight ‘now, will be ip puor shape to fight
bim then.

Of  course these attacks wili cgpe
beavier and quicker if a hung Par)iament
leads Labour into a coalition with the
Aliiance. Those sirens of the subordination
of  the working class to an all class
popuiar  tropt, the Communist Party, are
aiready advocating such a course. From the
eleclion resuitg they concluded that Labour

must take the Aljiance seriously because an
many  issues "they have important and
Fersvasive points to make s
Pays. 17/5/86.)

COALITION GOVERNMENT

Wihiie Kinnock, for electoral purpose, is
formally rejecting ail talk of 4 coalitian,
his policies are preparing the ground for
one., Such a coalition weould give Kinnock a
convenien! excuse for the attacks that he
would lauch.

The watchwords of the day are clear for
those who want to tight capitalism, There
shouid be no holding back on the class
struggle - Lo serve Kinanock's electoral

ambitions - act now to defend jobs and
services -~ oppuse all coalitionism and
moves  towards it Force  the Labour

leadership to use the divisions in the
Tories ranks o encaurage and  support
active resistance now to their attacks,

RED NINEFR will be running a series of
articles and' Interviews about the Labour
Farty and it's record. We would be pleased
ta  publish any comments and letters op
this  subject. Send to RE. co/o  ixs
Crookesmoor Rd, Sheffield 6.



Last month saw the first Area conference
in South ¥ales since the strike. In his
first speech to  conference  as  Area

Precident, Des Dutfield concentrated on the |

consequences of the dafeat of the sirike,
6,000 joks and 11 enllieries havo
lost. This be sald wes ton high a price to
pay for the coalfield brezking even, and
alsn destroyed the myth of jobs for all
pitmen - theve kmve heson meny conpulsory
redundancies., He also upoke at lemghh about
the controversial "raturn to wOTE"
resaolution promoted by the South V¥ales
leadership, which wns “submitted to our
patiopal conizrence on tha clear
vpderstanding that whatever the decision
there wonld be pa unilateral weturn to
wark.,” This he said was dome "becausa by
Christmas of that year, unlike Somth Vales
the strike in a opumber of aress was
visibly crumbling.” Iwddield conveniently
doesn't mention the devastating affect on
strikers in other aress of the throat of
South VWales leading a retreat back to work.
This threat heipad undermine further the

natiooal sirike, 1in the interests of
preserving the "unity” of one area - and
look at the result.

One of +the main architects of the

"return to work”, Terry Thomas, was safely
re—elected as Vice President, defeating
Gwyn ¥illiams from Toaff Herthyr by a 4 to
" 1 majority. Thomas himself had been easily
defeated for Presidency last Autumn by
Dutfield. ¥illiams picked up his support
" mainly from the more militant central
corlfield pits, such as Tower, Herthyr Vale
and Haerdy.

Conference backed several motions on
pay ard conditions, the demand for a basic
wage of £120 a week (13% increase) for the

lowest paid suriace workers and
'substantial' across the board increases
for all other grades, lowering of the

retirement age to H5 and compensation for
travelling tiwe {(wp to 4 howrs a day i
South Vales). Conference also passed an
area executive motion urging the energy
unions to work together against the threat
of privatisation, which it said would lead
to further Job losses and iscreased
reliance on nuclear power. The accident at
Cherpobyl also provoked an emergency
resolution calling for a balt to the

bheen 7

building of any new nuclear power stations
in Britain. Hopefully this won't become a
case of mineworkers ogainst nuclear power
workers, as it is  an  issue  the whole
working class needs to confroat in a non
sectional mannor.

¥hilst covering wmany important issues,
conference didn't really debale the sacked
and jailed THERL This reflects the
unwillivgness of the Area Executive to even
support  the formation of & South Vales
section  of the Jatiowal Justice for
Mineworkers Campaign. Ve must fight even
harder for them to take up the reiease and
reinstatement of viclimlsed miners.

The OSouth Vales VYomens' Support Groups
organised a public meeting with Scargill as
the main speaker. The rest of the platform
were women with speakers from the long-
running Silent Hight dispute,80GAT 82, the
Blaenan Ffestiniog YEG (recently ended a 7
month slate quarry strike), and Sian James
the chairperson of South Vales WSG's. The
meeting was in  effect a rally for
victimised workers, pushing for support for
these struggles in tbe mining communities.
The meeting was a good morale booster for
the WSG's and al the same time a blow
against Area IDixecutive who did not support
the meeting and were made to feel
conspicuous by their absance. PT:O.*

»,
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HCB_HBYER SATISFIED,

As  expacted, the HCE announced ~that in
April the Spouth Vales coalfield made it's
first profit (£0.8%m) since 1972. At the
same  %ime they sre now looking for a
further 10% reduction in the workforce this
year, arourd 1,400 jobs - mainly surface
workers, as part of & push to increase
productivity by ancther 30%. Beyond that
the NCB ave plasning a further 10%
incresse esch vear for the next 5 years.
¥hen will it eng? Although the Area
Directoir states {hat the axe will not, fall
on any of the rewainisg 17 pite this year,
this seews doubiiul o say the least.

Around 150 of the job losses will come.

at Haerdy, with €he third and fipal stage
of the link up with Tower colliery. This
will leave the workforcs at arounf 300 the
smwallest iu the coalfiald. The lodge agreed
to the jobs going over 2 yesrs ago and are
not oppusing the HCB's plans. On the lodge
1tselt the Sialinist Avfon Lvans bas been
voted out as Chair - he became infamous
during the strike for his "back ito work
together”  plans., It logks  like  the
Communist Party are likely to lose any
remaining iniluence thoy have on the lodge
cammittess in the forthcoming elections,
they were sean as leading the strike to
defeat. )t remains Lo be seen whether Mike
Richards the new lodge chair has any
answers.

HILITABY VITCH-HUET.

lan lsaac, Former Lodge Secretary at St
John's colliery is facipg an enquiry by his
local Labour™ Party (Ogmore) into his
"political allegiances”. Isanc is well known
in South Wales as a Militant supporter, and
his possible expulsion is a further mave
by the rightwing <{pariicularly strong in
South Wales) lo witch-hunt socialists out
of the Labour Party., As with other
threatened Hilitant supporters he appears
to be fighting the case throwgh the courts
rather than campaignivg inp the labour
movement for suppori. Despite this we
should suppact  lsasc's  right to  Labour
Party membership, together with all other
hilitant svpporiers in a similar position.

L Y T

Voting has besn going on in Scotland
for the post of Area Vice President, where
Geurge Boltam, (@ leading right wing critic
of Beargill and ome of the first to decide
after the strike that we should have had a
bamaallot) ism haing challenged by
victimised miner David Hamilton, who spent
64 days in Jail during the strike.

fhe case of the sacked lads is a very
big issue here. There are still 125 sacked
in  Bcotland, and many of the men are
gelting frustrated with the lack of any
fight from the Scottish leadership to get
their jobs back, Things are so bad that
some of the sacked lads are talkking about
taking the union to court for neglicence
after losing their chance of an industrial
tribunal,

Stirling Hiners Support Group beld a
meeting on the sacked lads last Thursday
@2nd)  with many from Polmaise in
attendance where 1 in 15 strikers Were
sacked. Both Bolton and Hamilton were
invited, predictably Bolton didn™ come but
Hamilton did and promised to take up the
case of the sacked lads. As an immediate
issue he is calling for a meeting of all
the sacked miners in Scotland, and a march
from FEdinburgh to London to highlight
their case,

Unfortunately it locks as though Bolton
will get re-elected espacially with the
method of election being used which bas
nothing to do with real workers democracy.

KUK branch wmeetings decide how all the
votes at a pit are cast. The problem with
this being that with so many pits shutiing
and many miners living 30 or more miles
froem the pit attendances at Sunday branch
meetings are low. In addition very iitile
publicity has been giver oul on  ihe
candidates, the Scottish Hiner is not eing
published af presenl and there hsve been
no  leaflets giving information on  the
candidates.

Vhat we need are ULranch meetings alt or
nearby the pi‘t during work time, this would
guarantee that the majority oi o ners woold
be involved in impertant cdocimions  and
would be a valuable wWeapon  Jor wina.og

action agains{ the boar:i Ed any
backsliding on the part ot toe giea
leadership.




SABOTAGE ,

Meauwkile an indeperdant inquiry has
found out what we knew all along, that the
board ' let Polkemmet flood deliberately
during the great strike. Yet more evidence
of the lenghths the bastards will go to in
their attempts to grind ug down., The
independant inquirer said it would ‘teke
ovar 3 years and in eéxcess of £20 million
to get, the pit back bt someons here
suggested we wait for a labour Government

and dry it out with al)l e hot air which

wa'll no doubt get from Kinnock,

WOT T Y NGHAMSIH I IR

BN President Mick McGinty about

siteation for the union. He told us there
v owere 7000 men left in the HUK with as

meny as  320-50 at Ollerton and 370

Bavergntes and yet the Coal Board still
rafvse to recogpise thew. Managemenlt know
this is a swe way of keeping men out of
the union as lhey can't be represented. The
UM officials can't bake literature into
the pit and nanagement spies are told to
report Any ‘sathering' of NUM members in
cante=ans aba. As Nick points out the tables
are wat out for four people to sit at so
do»s this mean NUM members can't sit down

to eat and talk together!

{Mficials have been successfully
preventad from carrying out union duties
openly - the alterualtive is the SACK as in
Paul Whetton's case. The denial of these
basic Trade Upion rights has been taken to
an Industrial Tribunal by the NUK. The
panagement are watching individuals 1like
hawks -~ and people are frightened. Mick
McGinty believes the key to the problem is
recognition for the RUM which he says

. would finish the UDM off. Notts. RUM put
UDM membership at less than 20,000 yet the
scab outfit are still apparently claiming a

« membership of 900 at Ollerton when
know the true figure to be about 550%,

SUBSCRIBE! |

RED HMINER recently spoke to HNotts. Area

.Send &1 Lo the address below and recileve
the next 4 issues of RED MINER. Make
cheques payable to Workers Power and send
to:

RED MINEK 138 Lrookesmoore Road
Sheffield 96 3FS

NIRRT DERBYSIHEH T IRIE
The backpage wt April's edition of ‘The
Kiner' raads "Derbys. digs in as bonus
disconteui spreads™ It went on to say
atlitudes wern hardening in Rorth
Dervyshire with a weekday bau operating
and the poesibility of it extending to
wenkends,

The overtime ban referred *o was
introduced follaowing a 2-1 vote in favour
of industrial action a result which sent
shock waves through the Coal Board.
¥hat marvellous reading.

Glad’ens the heart don't it,

Then along come those class fighters,
the Area lxecutive, (sorersaulting off the
cherished wall they =at {heir arses on
during our year long strike), waving the
white flag, which makes more appearances
than the North Derbysbire ban,'t{ier. to accept
the new bonus scheme. This stheme requires
faces to stand alone with no allowances
made, for any reason wbatsoever and the
acceptance  af this as the first stage
towards the Poards objective of a move to
"more meaningful aod equitable incentive
package".

Shock waves eh !

[t must bave been a bloody earthquake felt
at the NUK headquarters in Chesterfield at
the outcome of the ballot. It must be those
thousands of copies of The Miner they don't
bother to distribute that help prop up the
crumbling founcations of that bastion of
socialist thinking !

Vhitwell coliiery bave adopted ten families
and are providing food parcels for the
Bilentnight strikers cut now for 12 moanths.
See article in thi$s issue for contact
numbers.,

SCAH UBJON MAKES A MOVE FOR N.DERBYS.

The latest issue of the Scabh Rag makes
much of ex NUM member David Thompson
swopping allegiances for good to the UDM
after attending +their conference as”?g‘g a
'secret BUN mole'...so secret only Thompson
knew about it! He apparently works at
Markham pit although few seem to know
much about him. His avowed intention is to
build the UDM in North Derbyshire Area.
Vhat is known about this man 7 Vrite in
and let us knbw.




TWADE R ST F e kL

Armthorps miners were out on strike tor a
full week in rovpouse to a one man picket
put on by & man sacked for coaming out
early. Two mwen were sacked for this
ctfence yel one got his job bacik. The uther
A ‘ransfer from the Hickleton pit and
active in  the strike did sot. The mass
geelting on  Friday (@3/5/86) decided tn
roturn o work peacing negobiations wiih
the  mapagemonl, Moo are obviowsly  still
prepared L act agaiast what they sce awn
victimivallons,

A rally khalli in ¥ay as part of the tight
Lo save Ripsiey Urift atiracted 200 peaple,
The bradch and the Winsley Drify Action
Commities have done well to keep the fight
going given ihe lack of any direction frow
Area o Baticnal. The iive speakers ranging
from  Wlowardwson o Deowis  Skipner  had
Httle o oifer the campaign. Homer from
Yocks, aras used his spesch i urge a vote
tor Lobour in the local elections,

4611 credit is dus to the the men and
moman fighting la ibe campsign we must
back this light and do our besi to prevent

Ares and Natiouai from wriggling out ol

active support for those fighting ciosures.

SOUTH AFRICA UPDATE

leade Yndons Must [mpose ' ¥orkers
iong!

Tie Bouth African goveromewt has signalled
1ts  iatention to continue its revression
apd  terror. by launching attacks on  the
bases awnd refugee camps of the African
fatimmal  Congress  (ABC)  in  Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Lesotho. Daily it continues 1its
war om black people ip the townships

since  the township rebellion began two
‘ears ago. at least 1600 have been k1. .eq

In the favs of this evidence ocf terraor
and repressicon, Thalcher refuzes to bring
in sapclions. Evea if  the Conmonweallh
sunceads  in winning come minor gestures
from ¢the British government, we can be
sure thal the Tovies will let their banking
and business partners wriggle out. Honths
after ap official ban uon the gaold coin
‘srugerands’, custons officials at

Birmingham Airport who stopped a shipment
coming in, weire ‘told that no official
Instruction had actually been issued yet !

These people capnpot  be expecied to
operate effective measuras against
bpartheid. This task falls Lo the working
class.  Our Trade Unions  should be
organising to stop all South African goods
coming into this country, and also taking
measures against firms with major trading
and {inezncial links.

Une of these 1s the gold mining company
Lonsolidated  Goldiields, which has many

civili  engineering subsidiary . busipesses
here. Counter Information Seérvices 1is
launching a campaign against this

notoricus low wage mining boss. The aim s
to get action to ensure no Local Authority
places coatracts with these subsidiary
firms. Undoubtedly HUR representatives on
Trades Councils, and councillors trom
mining +villages, can play an important
part

wodges and branches shousd contact ‘Lounter
information BServices on 0] 439 31764 tor
turther aetalis

rganised protes! agalnst the omelands system




WOMEN ORGANISE MEETING WITH SCARGILL

= 2 o B o B o N o

Arthur Scargill recently spoke at a Public
Keoting in  Caerphilly, South Vales
organized by Scuth Vales Vomens' Support
Groups, The platform also included women
speakers reprusenting various groups of
striking/victimised workers (see South
Vales report.) The meeting was an
opportunity for around 500 BUM militants,
miners' wives and supporters to see "Vhere
Scargili stands” & year on from the Great
Strike. The speech, as usual well received,
revealed both the strengths and weaknesses
of his politics,

Quite correctly, Scargill gave support
to the campaign for associate membership
of the union {or +the Vomens' Suppoart
Groups., He also expressed outrage at
Reagan's attack on Libya and Thatcher's
support for it.

However, Arthur s=till talks of the
strike not being a defeat, He pointed out
that "only” 27 out of 50 pits on the NCB
hitlist have closed. Isn’t that is a very
high price to pay for "victory"? There were
victories out of- the strike, the Vomens'
Suppur}t Grouvps for example, but overall it
was a defeat and Arthur must learn fto
accept! that and all that it means.

§

E‘;CAB .UNION

Scargill talked of the T“breakaway
breaking up". True, the scab union has lost
its hold im Lancashire, ¥orth Vales and
Varwickshire. However it's influence
- remains strong, Look at Jack Jonee_’
campaign to keep the Leicestershire area in
the RUM ~ he did all bhe could to make the
- RUN seem ‘moderate’ le like a scab union.
Lynk and Prendergast and co. won't just go
away as Arthur hopes, they need to be
fought against, through an active campaign
in the Hotis, coalfield - involving
militants from the scab free areas. This is
already happening and must be built on in
the coming months.

Referring to the sacked and jailed lads,
Scargill said "they must not be forgotten
in the 'way some people seem to bave domne.”
However instead of calling for support for
the Hational Justicé for Hineworkers
Campaign, the only bope he could cffer was
"the election of a Labour government on
socialist policies.” Ho mention was made of
the often successful industrial action
taken at several pits to get reinstatement
for victimised -men.

¥hile we should campaiges for a Labour
government, to put demands on it, to ’‘put
it to the ftfest', we can't rely on the
treacherous Kinnock as Scargill seems to.
Kinnock is rapidly junking any hint of
socialist policies (even the Red Flag logo
Y in the hope of becoming Prime Ninister
at any cost. Although understandable, it is
wrong to place any faith in a future labour
government delivering the goods. It's up %o
the rank and file militants themselves ta
lead +the way in the fight {for the
release/reinstatement of all the victimised
men,

SOLIDARITY

Scargill talked of internationalism in
his speech, applauding the nassive
solidarity from abroad during the strike
eg. the Australian dockers - now on strike
themselves, However, he later called for
coal import coontrols, which would only
mean the export of unemployment to workers
in other countries, and in furn would lead
to greater exploitation of workers here as
a result of eg. higher prices. The real
enemies are the bosses in this country, not
fellow workers abroad.

On & similar theme Scargill was in
favour of shutting down nuclear power
stations - because they reduce NGB
production targets. Again this plays one
group of workers off agalpst another and
only serves {o divide wus. The only
acceptable solution to the bhazards of
nuclear power and mining, is for the
workforce (and local community) themselves
to decide safety standards through workers
inspection of every aspect of the industry.

CONTRADICTIONS

Owverall the speech showed the
contradictions of Scargill's politics. While
able to win the support of militants with
left soundin'g talk, he can't provide an
effective way for the uvnion to fight the
attcks of the HCB and the Taries. The
answer lies in building a national rank
and file movement in the union, not as a
split in the uniom but to strengthen it,
ensuring that +the whole membership can
take an active parl in the decisions and
struggles ahead.
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The accident at Chernobyl has What ‘cam; be.:deme. to prevért

shown up the very real dangerd of Slmlar OF:@viel »Wworse ‘accidents in.
nuclear power production. In fact' the Tuture .7 HMany people in the
the consequences of that disSaster ecplogy_ movement, the women' s
were mnot as devastating as thé"’ movement, in the Labvour Party and
could have been, but showed" thé the ¥HUK are arguing for a total
possibility of much ‘greater 7 shutdawn of all w nuclear power
accidents, As it is, the radiatlon " pldnts. Ve don't think this really
will have effects for many ye_-ql‘:*g?__ answers . the problems for the
not only on the workers effddted’’ wor_k,i,ng class.

immediately by radiation sickhness)'’ L N .

but also on the estimated 10,000 Firstly, +the question of the
people who will suffer cancat“‘s"'c)’f"” need for efficient energy N
birth defects in the future. production . wmust . be answered,
Scientists also estimate that Although fossll fuels like coal
problems with contaminated {fﬂ.?l-}iS and . 0il can. provide adequate
and agricultural produce will energy for some gountries, these
continue for at least 10 years. B supplies are finite, ' and  do not

offer a solution for the whole

HYPOCRICY world. In Britain it is easy for
L well: off middleclass ‘politicians
: to o arepue that : a

The Chernobyl events were: oonsérvatigon’ is the answer.nexli;,ﬁ{
reported in the West with' ‘a when there are millions in thae
smignesss which implied tha‘t'., LIt less develouped countries who have -
couldn’t happe:n in Louret g electricity, no running water
'democracies’ . The press and’ - and often no food, there is an
governments attacked the Soviet obvious need to expan& industry
Union for its secrecy and lack: of and energy production. Socialists
information given to the Russian from Marx onwards have argued that
people. The hypocricy of this has the way to alleviate, suffer'n in
since been shown — in the last the world ig not’ o Ju'si;
week' news has filtered out ‘about redistribute resources more
serious radiation leaks in several’- equally, but to expand production
French nuclear power plants which @ 4 technology 'so that everyome
were hushed up for weeks. In ‘chi‘sﬁ_"“ ail’ i over the world can have a:
country the government - has ' gogant’ 1ife. For millions in the
deliberately ditched previdus'” world today that “argument is
policy on reporting nuclear " literally a matter of 1ife ‘and
accidents and adopted a similéar“"*: dea{;fh

covaer—up attitude in the name of
'business secrecy' and ‘natibnal
security’. They also
systematically deny information to
the United Fations monitoring
body, and have failed to provide
adequate monitoring for radiation
levels.

It is clear that nuclear power...
production that takes place. under...
capitalist owsnership or under the;..
management of the, Stalinistiay |
bureaucracies -is unsafe, ..and that:.s
the working class*will be kept in.. .
ignorance . of the . real level . of.:
danger... . ... _6r i S s Bod e eE
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Storage tanks at Sellafleld



56 we recognise the need for.

more effective, expanded . energy

prdducﬁion But if we ‘do - need.

other sources of energy - hcw do we

make sure they are safe .7 Th]&ﬁ
relates to our second disagreemant?

with those who argue for a closure
of all nuclear power stations. We
think that the only way to ensure
that industry af any Xind is made
more safe is to have inspection,
monitoring and control of safety
standards by the peaple who work
there. The bosses, governments or
the bureaucrats in the USSR 51mply
don't bave the same interests in
keeping it safe! After all, it's

not generally them who will. die of
radiation or pnuemoconiosis or any
other work related iliness. And
making industry safe requires the
spending of monay. In capitalist
production spending on safety
would eat into profits and will be

resisted. in the Stallnist
countries they want cheap energy
to bhelp overcome slowdown and
stagnation in +the aconomy. The
absence of a safety cover at
Chernobyl shows that they too cut

corners to fulfil their
bureaucratic plans.
WORKERS
CONTROL
A workers’ enquiry into the
nuclear industry should be

immediately fought for. There may
be plants which are so obviously
unsafe that they must be closed.
But there may be others which
could be made safe if the money
was spent and stringent inspectiaon
by the workers was won. We are in
no position to say in advence that
nuclear power is inevitably

the work %hared

the: hours ' shortened and
Ve must look at
.ry.in . the same
' ke in the
: i other
Iy rmm the local
lnvestlgate and

¢hdnéedﬁﬁ

Lommunlcles_ tD ;
decide on sdfety in the plants. If
these enquiries decide that they
cannot be made safe, we Should
c¢lose them down, under workers

controi since that too is a risky
business and re-employ the workers
in other jobs.

1f we just adopt the call for
the government to close all
nuclear power stations, we are
excluding workers from actually
fighting to take control of thaose
industries and making their own
decisions, The anti-nuclear
movement rejects this approach
because it does' not believe the
working class have the ability ar
interest to take such control and
decisions. It would prefer to relty
Oon  pressurising the governmnet
Just like they try and get ’public
apinion’ to persuade the bosses to
give up auclear weapons.
Petitions, peace camps and so on
will never persuade the bosses to

disarm themselves, ‘and neither
will they stop them pursuing
cheap, profitable and unsafe

epergy production. The only way to
force the government and bosses to
shift on these issues is by direct
working class action. By fighting
for a workers’ enquiry and control
into puclear power the labour
mavement can begin to chailenge
the bosses 'right to manage' and
impose the decisions of e
workers themselves.

unsafe, All we can be sure abnqt**“'ﬂ

is that wunder capitalism it is
unsafe, so0 we've got to stfuggle
for workers' control, .

During the Great Strike many.
miners and miners wives said they
tnought no—one should have to work

.. down ' the pit really, but. that .
i didn't mean we should suppurt the
i closure of pits. What it ‘means is
~-that workers should fight for the
- best ‘technology,. the safest ways
.ofﬁ'minlng coal and the’ S minimum
xposure of workers ko, dangerous;

nderground ‘wor'k

r SUBSCRIBE'




In the last RED MINER we described
the explosion of working class
anger and militancy that toppled
the Tessr in February 1917. VWe also
described herw despite that
militancy which won the soldiers
to the workers side and routed the

old police force, a Provisional
Govaernment of capitalist
politicians wWas Lormead. That
BOvVernmment WS committed to

maintaining capitalism, carrying
or the imperialist war and putting
of f all discussion af
constbitutional and social reform
unkil the war was over.

While authority was officially
in the hands of the Provisional
Goveaernisent the workers, soldiers
and sailors established their own
arganisations 1in the factories,
garrisons and urban centres. In
the fFfactories workers committees

mushroowed as an expression of the

workers intention not to allow the
bosses of the old regime Lo push
them arcund any more. The most
bated directors and managers were
dealt with swiftly. At the giant
Putilov works, for exawmple, the
director and his chief aid were
killied and dumped in a canal. A
festival of ‘carting outls’® swept
the factories as the busses and
their narks were coated in noxious
substences and wheelbarrowed out
of the gates to public
humiliation. Lesser offenders were
put to useful manual labour for
the first time in their lives.

L ’ " . . .
et . rdalamatee tn tha Conarace of Savials in Russig in 1917,

The factory

commi ttees
exercised considerable power in
the plants. They insisted on an
eight hour day against the wishes
of the Government and the bosses.
They took action to push up wages.
Workers militia policed the
workers districts now the old
police force had collapsed.

The giant Kronstadt naval base
mutinied on the 28th TFebruary.

¥hen Governor General Viren
threatened the mutineers with
loyal troops an unknown sailor
replied "“"This is not a mutiny,

comrade admiral, bhut a revolution'
and put an end to Viren. Kost of
the Xronstadt +top officers went
the same way. Power in the base
and on the ships passed to the
sallors committees who put a stop
to +the humiliating and demeaning
discipline the sailors had been
subject to. Such committees spread
throughout the armed forces.

The mobilisations and
organisation of the Petrograd
workers, soldiers and sailors were

coourdipated, above plant and
garrison level, by a central
workers, soldiers and sailors
council the Soviet of VWorkers
and Soldiers deputies. - Each
workplace and garrison elected
recallable delegates to the

Soviet. Soviets along such lines
spread to all the major industrial
centres of  Russia. The workers




looked to the Soviets as +their
voice. On March 1st an iaflux of
saldier delegates to the Petrograd
Soviet forced it to issue its
order number 1 calling on all
mlitary units to elect their own
officers, send delegates to the
Soviets and only to accept orders
on the Soviet's say saq,

in reality therefore there weare
‘two sources of power in Russia
after the  PFebruary Revolution,
"Power had been created with a
‘bourgeois Provisional government
"on the one hand and the power of
"the  Soviets, Horkers militia,
" factory and garrison committees on
‘the other. 0One way or other that
Dual Power situation could not
last. Either the bourgeocisie would
re-establish stability and order
on their terms against the
Soviets, or the workers would bave
to assert the power of theilr
soviets against the bourgeaoisie.
Posed point blank was the question
of whether the warkers and
soldiers would fight for their
‘organisations to become the basis
for working class power and the
creation of a workers atate..

BOLSHEVISM VERSUS MENSHEVISM

The February revolution had
taken most of Russia’'s organised
soclialists by surprise. Russian
socialism had long been divided
into  twe major camps -~  the

¥ensheviks and the Bolsbheviks., The

Menshevik's view of February 1917
and the tasks of the Soviets was a
simple ome. As far as they were
concerned Russia was not ripe for
socialist revolution as it had .ot
passed through a sufficient stage
of democratic capitalist
development. Therefore there could
be no question of the soviets
usurping the power that rightfully
belonged to the bourgeois
government. Instead they should
use their influence to propel the
Provisional Government in a more
democratic direction and prevent
-any backsliding on its part.

Initially it was the members of
the HMenshevik camp who made up the

leadership of the workers
movement. They dominated the
Soviets and the committees in
virtually every factory in
Petrograd. They had three quarters
of the Putilov workers Dbacking

their slates in March.

The position in the other camp

of Russian socialism was more
complicated. Various Bolshevik
organisations responded Lo the

events in different ways. Certain
elements, including the editors of
the Bolshevik paper Pravda, Stalin

and Kamenew, wanted to give
conditional sSupport to the
Provisional Government for reasons
not vnlike those of the

¥ensheviks., However the Baolsheviks
in the thick of the struggle took

a more militant stand. In +the
Vyborg workers district of
Petrograd the Bolsheviks called
for the Soviet +to immediately

establish itself as a Provisional
Revolutionary Government. In March
the leadership inside Russia
tended mainly to support the line
of conditional support for the
Provisional Goveérnment. Except in
two Petrograd plants the
Bolsheviks were a mipority within
the leadership of the working
class, _ .

Lenin the principal leader of
the Bolsheviks, opposed the
dominant line of +the Bolshevik

Party. UOn HMarch “th in a letter
from exile he insisted that:

“"The Soviet of Workers [Depuiies iz
an organisation of the wWor ke rs,

the embryvo of a War o

government”

On his return to Russia in April
he wvigorously selt out to win the
party over to his position Lhal no
support should be given to  the
Provisional Governmenl and Lhat
the mass of workers must be won Lo
seeing the Soviet as the embryo ot

a workers government and {ighiting
for it +to take power inbo it's
hands. . ... ALL POWER TO THi SOVIETSI

PT o -



In succesfully winning the
Bolsheviks to his position at
April's all-Russian Party
conference lLenin had resolved obe
vital question for the  Russian
working class. it now had a party
commi tted +to leading the working
class to insurrection against the

bourgeois gaovernment and the
seizure of power. the key qgueslion
now facing the Russian working

class was whether that party could
win leadership in the Soviets, the
factories and garrisons against
the HMenshevik compromisers who
‘ware still leading the workers.

Relations Dbetween the workers
and the Provisional Government
declined sharply in late April. On
the 18th Foreign Minister Miliukowv
announced to Russia's war allies
that +the government intended to
bonour all the war obligations

that the Tsar had undertaken and
solemnly swore not +to sign a
separate pesce. This meant +that

the Provisional Government was set
on continuing an Imperialist War
which, on its  part, aimed at
capturing Constantinople, large
parts of Asia and a greater share
of Poland. '

The news was greeted with great
anger in the factories and
garrisons. There were major
strikes and demonstrations in
Petrograd against "~ Hiliukowv. The
number of. Red Guard warkers
militia increased considerably. In

Petrograd woman take to the stregts

the last week of April there was a
wave of resolutivns from factory
meetings calling on the Saoviet +to
exercise sironger control over the

Government. In the mpst militant
Vyborg district SOme factories
openly called on +the Soviet to

take power from the Government.

The Mensheviks responded to

this crisis of the Government's
credibility by proposing that the
Soviet should endorse the
formation of a coalition
government which should include
representatives of the socialist
parties, Against Bolshevik
opposition the Petrograd Soviet

accepted that position.on 4th May.
Slx representatives of the
kensbeviks and the peasant based
Socialist Revolutlonary Party took

their cabinet seats alongside a
majority of bourgeois ministers.
when delegates reported the

decision back to the factories the
majority of workers supported it.

The question of leadership was
all the more sharply posed for the
Russian workers. The Mensheviks
were dragging the soviets into
direct participation in a
capitalist government.  Only the
minority voice of +the :Bolsheviks
stood firm against them. How that
minority became the leadership of
the Russian working class will be
discussed ip the next article.



SILENTNIGHT :

4 year ago  this month workers at the
Silentnight bed making company came out on
strike,

A month later 500 of them were sacked.
Today, thsy still fight on for reinstatemsnt
most  recently  organising a  pational
demonstration (May 17th).

This impurtsnat  strike sturted whes
workers who bad escoepted a 'mo rise' deal
in exchapge for no redundancies found that
wanagegent had pe intention of sticking to
ibeir side’ of the deal when 52 jobs were
st Just B wesks later. Vorkers from the
recaptly forwed, active Furniture, Timber
and Allied Trades Union (FTAT) breach
failing - to  get management into any
conciliatiom bodies wvoted by ballot for
ladustrial action. Hanagement suspended 200
as soon os they sterted a go-slow and the
styrike baygan. '

RED KINEFR received the following update
from a striker working In Wales to raise
support for thelr fight for thelr rights.

Dear Red Mner,;

Dear Editor,

¥Ye bhave now been on sirike for
12 months, the morale of the 2b0 left, is
remarkably | high considering, that
sometimes we feel to be achieving very
little, however recently three strikers
visited the Docks, at Felixstowe and were
assurad that should the essential Coir
Fibre used in mattresses be found in the
Docks, it would ba blacked,

Une problem with Timber supplies, is
that there are four docks around Hartlepool
area, amd they have all said that they
would black, if the others do, but some how
they are loathe to mest us with their
reps., from all the docks concerned. As a
result, the Abba Shipping Company, cross
our picket lines regularly and pickets risk
life and 1imb, if we try to talk fto the
drivers. ¥e appeal to people who could help
us with this problem to do so, and ask all
other Docks, not +to bhandle Silentanight
materials, '

Apart from anger and bitterness we feel
because of supplies getting through, we are
boosted every day as the scabs REEAIN 0¥
SHORT TIME due to our Boycott Scab Beds
Campaign.

Ve are still iobbying the Co-operative
regions to help us by not stocking any

UT 12 i
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Silentnight bsds., sivesdy Liverpool, leeds,
Coventry sad Xoysl Arsemal are no longer
re—orderipg beds for the duration of the
strike and we bhope that the rest of the
Co—ops will help.

If your Co-op, Is still selling Scab
beds  write complaining  to  the Area
Hanager awdl do the same for Queensway
and Debenbams, please as they are reported
to be oardering a substantial oumber of
beds. Ve arve alen cceking belp in affecting
the mail oceder side of Silemtnight, as it
is a bhard sres to break into. Please wriie
to any mzil ovder catalogue that deals with
Sllentoiglht, Ssaly, Llay-e-zee or Perfecta,
(they are 211 part of Tom Clarkes Eampire),
anpd express it reluctance to ba part of
an  organisatlon  that  supports  Unlon
breakers.

A SILESTHIGHY STRIKER.

For speskers  coptact Terry Bennett, 22
Garrick Sirest, ¥FHelson, lancashire. BBY
8Ja.Tel, 0L82-603055/814556/843649.

Please waeod  any  donations o @ FTAT
Cravendsle Branclh, 0z Branch Strike
Fund.c/o Hrs Aas King, 10 Rainball Cresent,
Barnoldswick, Cnlne, Lancs., Tel.0282-81366%.
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Yhe Hed Mirer 1s produced by members and supporLers

of Govkrey Pasiy. Vorlisrs Possr in # rovolubionary
6%@.’1%&&@; Plghting Lo bulld 8 mew revolutionacy
papty bo oweriheow capddelion - at hoss and abrpad.

SAEETS! Sh

U AEHIE
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e mpmors. 17 wwders' struggles Rgainst  the
bozses. M2 Figd to tun all struggles Into cons-

clonh wrdl el salist ptsugnl ve.
e LEE L

The bostls widan end Labous leodecs believs capital-

uin o overifipoe cuplisiies. They wct ns ge-batueens
for the bossas with the workers. Even militant leag-
ets Limit thelr strugles to the Fight for gains
within copiteliem. For this reason ue are for bulid-
bng ek ‘wd Pile msucnante. politically indspendant
of the buresusracy and committed to trensforming
the unlomg Iote desncratic, class struggle uniona.

JEVLATIONARY PARTY

A revolitiericy perty will be a workers' party, a
party. thab, tndli in struggle, can learn and pass
o B46  Tessord  of “the - T984-85 strike snd other
struggles, We stand . for miners taking their place
in the frontiranks of bullding such a party as they
did in the 1820s, Dvly by buildirg 3 new revolutiors
ory. party -can we. ciele-the class army that can
Fight and ‘destrey the atinking copilalist system
that btheeatens us wish & ways having to. fight to

Jibse catuiltions and . drganisations.

ahtinyg cepitalism internation-
14 i internstional organis-
_parties. (Workers Power works
“verieh bard - -Tevolution-
Banemoents. Vit ' Bvadutionary - Invtdrnat-
scticular we- Fight naticoalist solutions
Bt Perverd by reformists:like galls
5k’ demands ‘merely divide the

DIVISTONS

%fight 81l divisfoms in the woékiru; class. Div-
isions are. fostered by. the bosses to weaken ‘us, We
- are implacshly opposed to reclsm imaigration

w b yefuiusd, made batter, W they do ot

E STAND

controls, fascism, discrimination against and oppre-
ssion of women, gays or black psople,

THE OPPRESSED

We support all strugales by people oppressad by the
bosses of Britain, America, France, Italy and the
cther capitalist {imperialist} countries, Immadiat-
ely in Britain this mosms we support the right of
the Irish people as a whole (not just those in the
narth) to detrmine the fate of their country. UYe
unconditionally support the Tepublicans and social-
iasts in Ireland fighting for this right and demand
the lsmediate withdrewal of all British troops from
Iraland.

<

. HORKERS' STATES

boaioo 111,11 -4
The USSR, Eastern Europe, etc are workers' gtates.
Capitalism has been abolished. However, in each of
thess states a bureaucracy, based on the Stalinist
Comwunist Parties, holds politicel power. This situ-
ation arose out of the international ieolation of
the Russian Revalution in the 1920s. The revolution
degenarated at the hands of the bureaucracy headed
by Stalin. The other workers" states wereidegenerate
from birth in that they were created in ‘the bureau-
cratic image of the USSR,

Therefore we call for a political revolution in
all of these states to opverthrow the bureaucracy
and realise the full potential of these non-capital-
ist eeconomies thruogh democratic planning. At the
same time, in order to pressrve the gain for the
working class represented by these economiss, we
defend the USSR and degenerate workers' states
unconditionally against imperialism which, through
war, will sesk to re-introduce capitalism in thase
countzias,

OVERTHROM CAPITALISM

The revolutionary party we sesk to build will have
a8 its strategic goal the overthrow of capitalism
Dy workers organised into workers' councils and
armed s0 as to defeat the police and army that the
bosses have used, =nd wiil use .again, against us,
s are for a soclalist society in which all property
is in the hands of the workers' state and all produ-
ction is directed touards meeting -human need - not
satisfying the profit greed of the capitalists. We
.stand on the old slogan of Karl Marx:

_ WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE, -
YOU HAVE NOTHING YO LOSE BUT YOUR CHAINS,
AHO A WORLD. TO WIN.

u



